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RLC Foundation
Mission Statement
SINCE 2008

REND LAKE COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION exists for 
the purpose of stimulat-
ing major voluntary private 
support from alumni, retir-
ees, friends, corporations, 
foundations and others to 
the benefit of Rend Lake 
College.

REND LAKE COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION  strives 
to use current assets and 
acquire additional assets 

 e t e  a eas  ee  
as outlined by the college 
and to act in a fiduciary 
capacity in administering 
these assets for the good 
of Rend Lake College, its 
students and the community 
it serves.

REND LAKE COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION will raise 
funds in order to under-
take the following activities:  
house and administer the 
Rend Lake  College student 
scholarship program, build 
endowments, assist with 
Rend Lake College capital 
development projects, sup-
port Rend Lake College 
educational programs and 
provide recognition oppor-
tunities.

Take your pick of apropos cliches . . .
a.) “You never know.”
b.) “Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.”

 c.) “Who would have guessed?”
 d.) All of the above.
 Now, in our best Jeopardy format, match 
the following four stories that best pose the 
questions which lead to the answers above.  
  Actually, you cannot go wrong.

25¢ DONATIONS A START Â
Franklin County Medical Society
Scholarship Award endowment
REND LAKE COLLEGE BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 1998

“I have to admit that I had doubts about 
whether we needed a community college in 
this area,” recalls Dr. Harry Lewis, a Benton 
physician who was in a family practice for 
44 years.

Lewis had stopped by the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Office to drop off a 
donation of approximately $10,000 when 
he made the admission.

An obvious change of heart?  Well, Lewis 
readily admitted, “The educational field has 
certainly shifted.  I don’t know now what 
we would do without Rend Lake College.”

But his 180-degree turn was not what 
brought him to campus bearing a gift.

As Secretary for the Franklin County 
Medical Society, he was clearing an account 
on the record books since 1963.  

It started as $3,800 left over from an im-
munization program which had requested 
a 25-cent donation from area residents for 
their polio vaccines and any unused govern-
ment contributions.  The Franklin County 
Medical Society, about 35 members strong 
in the ’60s, had dwindled to three practicing 
physicians by 1998.

So it was time to cash in the chips and 
distribute the accumulated wealth.  The 
remaining members decided recently to 
split the Certificate of Deposit with 35 years 
of interest between Rend Lake College and 
John A. Logan College.

Franklin County students will benefit 
annually from the endowment made in 
the name of the Franklin County Medical 
Society Scholarship Award.

Question:  What would 25 cents get you 
in 1963?  Protection from a life-threatening 
disease and perhaps a college scholarship 

for an ancestor down the road. 
 Correct answers:  a., b., c. and d., in no 

particular order.
 [For more details, see the newspaper 
follow-up of this unique story on Page 42 
of the Excellence in Foundations Chapter.] 

ALL HE HAD IN 1987 Â
It started as modest house, tools;
Wood you believe a $400,000 gift?
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1998

When William M. Wood first approached 
Rend Lake College Foundation officials re-
garding a planned giving donation, he was 
somewhat skeptical.

All he had, the widower explained, was 
the modest house in which he lived and a 
few tools.  That was it.

But he had been touched by the care he 
received from Rend Lake College Nursing 
students during a recent hospital stay, and 
with no living descendents he wanted to 
repay the favor in some small way.

Any gift would be appreciated, he was 
told (by RLC Foundation Director Ken 
Miller).  That was 1987.

When Wood died this past June, with an 
estate enhanced by an inheritance from his 
sister, Vermadel M. Wood, he left behind 
the means to help build countless futures 
for many years to come.

The climax to Tuesday night’s RLC 
Foundation Annual Dinner (December 8) 
was the announcement of a gift of approxi-
mately $400,000 toward the establishment of 
perpetual funding for the Delta Theta Tau 
Vermadel M. Wood Scholarship Awards.

It represents the largest single donation 
ever made to the comprehensive community 
college in its 32-year history.

“The money is going into a trust at 
Bank of America and will benefit many, 
many students annually,” commented RLC 
Foundation Executive Director Pat Mitchell, 
who praised the groundwork of one of her 
predecessors, Bob Carlock, in helping Bill 
Wood finalize his planned gift.

Vermadel Wood taught in the Mt. Vernon 
City Schools system for 40 years.  The first 
eight of those, from 1929-37, were at Edison 
Grade School.  From 1937 through the 1968-
69 school year, she taught at Casey Junior 
High School (now Casey Middle School).

FOUNDATION, DONORS, STUDENT RECIPIENTS . . . WIN-WIN-WIN SITUATIONS
No second-guessing;  never know about gift horses
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RLC Foundation
Mission Statement
PRIOR TO 2008

SUPPORT the educational 
goals of the college,

ASSIST the college in pro-
viding broader educational 
opportunities for students, 
alumni, citizens and em-
ployees,

DEVELOP and MAINTAIN
community partnerships to 
enhance donor relations,

ACQUIRE additional as-
sets  ee s e t e  b  
the college and administer 
these assets for the good 
of the institution,

ENCOURAGE corpora-
tions, foundations and in-
dividuals to bestow on the 
college gifts, grants or be-
quests of money or property 
to provide or improve capital 
development, educational
programs and campus en-
richment,

ACT  a a  a a t  
to carry out any of the fore-
going purposes,

The Rend Lake College 
Foundation’s Mission State-
ment is stated above;  there-
fore, will not make monetary 
contributions to agencies 
that serve another purpose.

Her brother revised his will in August 
1993, shortly after her estate was passed on 
to him.  “He saw no reason to change the 
original  intent of his decision,” Mitchell 
commented.

Miss Wood, who never married, was 
quite active during that time with Delta 
Theta Tau Sorority.  Delta Theta Tau Presi-
dent Barbara Beck and other members of the 
educational sorority were at the Mt. Vernon 
Holiday Inn for the announcement.

Delta Theta Tau, as well as Vermadel 
M. Wood, will be recognized each time a 
scholarship awarded through William M. 
Wood’s generous legacy is presented.

Interest earned from the trust “shall be 
used solely for the providing of educational 
scholarships.”

The college will determine how scholar-
ships “shall be awarded based upon the 
financial need of the recipient and upon the 
scholastic ability and achievement of the 
recipient,” according to Wood’s request.
 The scholarships will be established 
“with the general goal of assisting deserv-
ing, well-rounded, needy students capable 
of beneficial service to society through their 
further education.  Scholarships awarded 
by the trust shall each be in an amount suf-
ficient to pay the annual tuition, the annual 
textbook and materials expense and a sum to 
defray room-and-board expenses, housing 
expenses and/or transportation expenses.”
 Scholarships “shall be for a one-year 
period only, although a given recipient shall 
not be prohibited  or restricted from receiv-
ing a scholarship during a subsequent year.”
 William M. “Bill” Wood was the manager 
of J.V. Walker & Son Clothing Store for Men 
and Young Men on the square in Mt. Vernon 
for many years before his retirement.  
  Correct answers:  a., b., c. and d.

MEETING RECIPIENTS A JOY Â
Nursing students treat Welch kindly;
favor returned in form of scholarships

Short story.  Similar ending.
Doris Welch, a single lady with modest 

means whose life was shared between dual 
homes in Carmi and Mt. Vernon (apart-
ment), likewise was touched by the care 

she once received from Rend Lake College 
Nursing students and graduates.

The endowed Doris Welch Nursing 
Scholarship Award followed.

A few years later, a second gift led to the 
Austin-Welch Scholarship Award.

Suffice to say, no one ever enjoyed him-
self or herself more than Doris Welch at 
the annual Fall Scholarship Dinner pairing 
donors with college recipients.

The benefactor is no longer with us.  Her 
legacy will keep on giving.

 Correct answers:  a., b., c. and d. 

FOUNDING FACULTY Â
Late Professor Luchsinger makes sure
grain farm benefits her college family
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2005

The donation might not seem that un-
usual for an institution that has made a 
name for itself in the field of agriculture, 
but it might seem a bit out of character for 
those who admired the benefactor.

As a climax to Thursday evening’s Rend 
Lake College Foundation Annual Dinner, it 
was announced that Rend Lake College had 
inherited the 246-acre farm of Dr. Barbara 
Luchsinger, who educated students and 
made friends for Mt. Vernon Community 
College and Rend Lake College for almost 
50 years. Dr. Luchsinger died November 17, 
2005 at age 75.

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  RLCF Directors were in-
formed at their August 2006 Board Meeting 
the Luchsinger property had been appraised 
at $574,000.] 

The grain farm near Dix has been man-
aged by Dr. Luchsinger for many years 
since the death of her parents. All five of her 
siblings died in various stages of infancy.

The farm was an escape for a respected 
English professor who played a major role 
in shaping reading and writing courses for 
two colleges. She no doubt taught every 
literature course Rend Lake College ever 
offered, from British Literature – Beowulf 
to 1799 to American Literature and from 
Mythology to Modern Literature and The 
Short Story.

Dr. Luchsinger joined the faculty of Mt. 
Vernon Community College in 1956, its 

1967    –     1968 1968     –     1969

RLC FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED
Dr. Curtis Parker, Rend Lake College Board President,

and Attorney Don Musick are instrumental in the
legal establishment of the RLC Foundation. / 1967

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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Anonymous Benton donor
leaves scholars $200,000
F.Y.I. JUNE 2000

Members of the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Board of 
Directors recently learned of 
an expected inheritance of  
almost $200,000 left to the col-
lege by a Benton resident who 
died within the past year and 
asked to remain anonymous.
It is the second-largest plan-
ned gift to Rend Lake College 
in its 33-year history, according 
to RLC Foundation Executive 
Director Pat Mitchell.  The ex-
act amount will be determined 
at t e t e  t e al settle-
ment of the estate.
The RLC Foundation was 
listed as one of the heirs to 
an estate, with the donation 
going “to provide scholarships 
to worthy students attending 
Rend Lake College.”
The individual bequeathing 
the money was not directly  
involved with the college but 
“had a genuine interest in 
helping others achieve an 
education.  The person real-
ized the importance of a good 
education and was particularly 
concerned with the underprivi-
leged,” Mitchell said.
Mitchell noted the RLC Foun-
dation has a planned giving 
program “in which the bequest 
is actually the simplest gift to 
give.”  Options for structuring 
charitable donations include a 

e  lla  a t, a be est 
of real property, a set percent-
age of the estate or a bequest 
of the “residue,” which amounts 
to the portion which remains 
after specified amounts are 

st b te  t  e t e  ela-
tives and friends.  As a result 
of the latter, loved ones are 
a e   st a  a table 

wishes follow.
In December 1998, a gift was 
announced of about $400,000 
from the estate of William M. 
Wood of Mt. Vernon.

second year of existence, and remained a 
charter member of the Rend Lake College 
instructional staff. She retired as a full-time 
English Professor in June 1999 but continued 
to teach part-time through 2004-05.

In addition to playing a major role in the 
establishment of the college’s writing and 
reading programs, Dr. Luchsinger served 
as sponsor of the student newspaper and 
advisor for the Rho Xi Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa, the national community college 
scholastic honor fraternity.

She was a patron for many years of a 
literary magazine published by the Arts and 
Communications Dept. and was active in 
later years with the RLC Foundation, work-
ing with and presenting special classes for 
the Institute for Learning in Retirement.

Dr. Luchsinger was the sixth recipient 
of the “Faculty Excellence Award“ as pre-
sented by the RLC Foundation in 1985 and 
was recognized on numerous occasions by 
other groups on campus.

The RLC Human Services Club selected 
Dr. Luchsinger as 1996 “Humanitarian of 
the Year.”

According to club sponsor Sue Tomlin, 
“The students felt she was deserving of this 
honor because she goes beyond the normal 
expectations of the teacher role and cares 
about students as ‘whole’ people. Students 
appreciate the fact she is eager to help any 
student who comes to her seeking advice – 
academic or otherwise.

“She even took time (recently) to call an 
ailing student at home to wish her well . . . 
an act the student found quite touching.”

Dr. Tomlin told the RLC Times student 
newspaper, “There are not many instructors 
who take such a personal interest in their 
students. This is why the students felt she 
deserved the award . . . for her overall caring 
attitude toward her students.”

Dr. Luchsinger carried the plaque with 
her for awhile following its presentation to 
her, she told student writer Darla Eubanks.

The article noted: “She is proud of the 
award . . . because she is glad the students 
appreciate her efforts to make them feel 
comfortable and know she genuinely cares 
about their well-being.

“‘The tribute said I was receiving the 
award because I took the time for my stu-
dents,’ said Luchsinger. ‘Not only time to 
help them with assignments, but personal 
concerns as well.

”‘I believe this is the most important 
thing we (teachers) can do. It’s part of our 

job. If you don’t care about people, you 
shouldn’t be here.’”

In 1992, Dr. Luchsinger was one of five 
original faculty members saluted during 
25th Anniversary celebrations at Rend 
Lake College, along with English colleague 
Georgine Hawley, Secretarial Science In-
structor Gela Goin, Allied Health Instruc-
tor/Department Chair Shirley McHaney 
and Health Education Instructor/Coach/
Athletic Director Jim Waugh.

A Rend Lake College news release at the 
time acknowledged, “Twenty-five years 
represents only a portion of the time Dr. 
Luchsinger has spent helping educate resi-
dents of Southern Illinois residents.

“In reality, she comes close to having 
helped start two different colleges. She ar-
rived at Mt. Vernon Community College 
the second year of its existence and, except 
for time off for good behavior (to pursue 
a doctorate degree from the University of 
Iowa), has been a mainstay ever since.”
 Dr. Luchsinger continued to give of her-
self even after death, choosing to donate 
parts of her body to science.
 A memorial service in her honor was held 
November 21 at Osborn Funeral Home in 
her hometown of Dix.

Contributions in memory of Dr. Luchs-
inger may be made to the American Cancer 
Society or to the Rend Lake College Founda-
tion for a scholarship to be established in her 
discipline.

 Correct answers:  a., b., c. and d.
 The moral to the lead-in story of this 
chapter in Rend Lake College history?
 “You never know” where the next contri-
bution to the not-for-profit RLC Foundation 
support team might be coming from or the 
impact it might have on current and/or 
future students or college endeavors.
 “Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth.”  
Even the least of these may benefit someone 
or something in untold ways beyond im-
mediate comprehension.  Be grateful for the 
good, the bad and everything in between. 
 “Who would have guessed?”  Why not?  
Be prepared to expect the unexpected.  Set 
your expectations high.
             
HISTORY TO DATE ... Â
A Speaker’s bullet-point synopsis
of Foundation highlights, 1966-94
PRESIDENT MARK KERN’S NOTES FROM 1994 ANNUAL DINNER

After welcoming guests and recogniz-
ing and thanking Annual Dinner Master 
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Grateful recipient Brookins
understanding teacher-to-be
PRESIDENT’S REPORT DECEMBER 2008

There may never have been  
a better candidate for the 
Fornear Family Scholarship 
than Mallory Brookins.
Without the Fornear Family 
Scholarship, Brookins’ educa-
tion was on course to culmi-
nate with an Associate Degree 
from Rend Lake College.  The 
20-year-old Whittington resi-
dent was an accomplished 
high school student and vol-
leyball player before a four-
wheeler accident on April 
10, 2006, left her in a coma 
a  t   e  l e  a 
hospital bed in Evansville, IN.
Following three brain surger-
es, t e st a  s e e e -
bers is June 16, 2006, when 
a nurse intentionally made 
Brookins mad and she took 
a big turn toward recovery.  
Sparking emotions like anger 
has been found to sometimes 
snap patients out of a coma.
Brookins then spent two hours 
a day in class at a rehabilitation 
school, focusing on physical 
activity and learning how to 
learn all over again.  She re-
turned home in August 2006 
and went back to classes at 
Benton Consolidated High 
School.
“The doctors told me I would 
fail, that I would not be able to 
do it.  But I have always been 
a believer that if you try your 
hardest, you can get through 
anything,” Brookins said.  
Last school year, Brookins 
made the col lege’s Vice 
President’s List for academic 
achievement.

of Ceremonies Russ Withers of Withers 
Broadcasting Co. of Illinois, Rend Lake 
College President Mark S. Kern highlighted 
the history of the RLC Foundation from his 
perspective.

We look over his shoulder and share his 
notes . . .

• Our purpose tonight is to recognize 
people for their contributions to the Foun-
dation in the form of leadership, physical 
effort and monetary contribution.  You will 
hear many of their names several times.

• I would like to provide you with a 
brief history of the Foundation, because it 
required the efforts of many people over the 
last 15 years in order for us to be where we 
are tonight.

• Don Musick is given credit for suggest-
ing a Foundation be formed.  The Southern 
Illinois University Foundation with Ken 
Miller as Director was used as a model.

• In August of 1966, Curtis Parker of Mt. 
Vernon, Holland Simmons of Benton and 
Don Musick signed Articles of Incorpora-
tion.

• The Foundation remained dormant 
until November 1979, when it was activated 
by President Harry Braun.  Hank Hannah of 
Texico was (Foundation) President , Howard 
Payne of Benton was Vice President and 
Marian Farlow of McLeansboro was Secre-
tary.  John Homan of Zeigler was the first 
Director, part-time.

• Other early Directors were Dr. Carl Sch-
weinfurth (Mt. Vernon), Judge Ben Eovaldi 
(Benton), Ruby Webb (Ewing), Don Johnson 
(Pinckneyville), Nancy Proctor (Zeigler), 
Ken Miller (Mt. Vernon) and Millie Caldwell 
(Christopher).

• In the early years, there was a search for 
identity or primary purpose.  Fifteen activi-
ties were identified, with as much emphasis 
placed on cultural activities as fund-raising.

• In 1985, Ken Miller was Director and 
Carl Schweinfurth President.  In 1986, 
Howard Payne became President.  In 1988, 
Bob Carlock was named part-time Director;  
Dewey Nussbaum was President.

• Presidents over the next four years 
were Jim Hinman, Larry Foster and Val 
Gibbons.  During this period the Foundation 

narrowed its activities and became more fo-
cused, with the primary objectives to create 
scholarships.

• From 1979 until 1992, in addition to 
the leadership I have mentioned, there were 
many contributions and scholarships cre-
ated.  I would like to mention some of them:

• Wayne Fitzgerrell Scholarship
• Judge Roy O. Gulley Scholarship
• Claxton Art Award
• Mel Farlow Endowed Scholarship
• Boatmen’s Bank
• Tri-County Electric Scholarship
• Robert and Rose Rice Scholarship
• Stan and Jean Koziara Scholarship
• First Bank and Trust Co. (Mercantile)
• Bank of Illinois
• Rend Lake Conservancy District
• Doris V. Welch
• Howard Payne Endowed Scholarship
• ARDL
• Country Companies
• We are now up to 1991, and from ’91 

to present time, there have been five events 
that are of a magnitude I would call mile-
stones.

• Milestone One  –  1991
Received a Title III Grant under President 

Jon Astroth.  It allowed us to hire the first 
full-time Foundation Director and made us 
eligible for the Challenge Grant.

• Milestone Two  –  Fall 1993
Rend Lake College received a Federal 

Challenge Grant . . . one of 17 colleges in 
the U.S.  It provides the chance to create 
$750,000 during an 18-month period;  a 
2-for-1 match is no longer available.

• Milestone Three  –  1993
Rend Lake College Foundation unani-

mously supports (Director) Herb Winemil-
ler’s recommendation to engage the consult-
ing firm of Clements and Associates.  This 
was a major show of trust and support by 
the Foundation Board.

This brings us to this meeting one year 
ago.  We had a great evening announcing 
the challenge and being able to say we had 
about $75,000 toward the goal.

During the months from December 1993 
until October 1994:  Clements and Associates 
completed a Feasibility Study;  Herb and I 

1969    –     1970 1970     –     1971

(Continued at far right on next page)
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B k s sa  t e st t ee 
weeks in the hospital  –  not 
counting surgery costs  –  was 
$180,000.  “Without Rend 
Lake College helping me with 
the Presidential Scholarship, 
I don’t know if I would have 
been able to get my degree.  
And now, with the Fornear 
Family Scholarship, I am just 
overwhelmed and overjoyed.”
She is set to graduate in May 
with an Associate Degree from 
Rend Lake College and has 
applied for admission to the 
SIUC College of Education.  
She wants to teach students 
with special needs and cur-
rently works part-time at Ben-
ton Grade School, where she 
tea es st- a e st e ts 
how to read.
“Before my accident, school al-
ways came easy to me.  Now, I 
understand that some kids, no 
matter how hard they try, it still 
does not come easy for them.  
I think they will understand 
more learning from a teacher 
who has been in their shoes, 
from a person who has been 
through the same thing.”
Since 1998, Jim and Margaret 
“Peg” Fornear have endowed 
the Fornear Family Scholar-
ship for Rend Lake College 
graduates attending Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale.
Jim Fornear founded Louis-
ville-based Res-Care Inc., a 
company focused on residen-
tial support for the disabled, 
training young people and 
helping the homebound with 
services like nursing, nutrition 
and physical, speech and 
vocational therapy.

conducted Executive Awareness sessions;  
Jim Waugh and John Fertaly conducted a 
Family Campaign.

More names of contributors:
• Country Companies
• GTE Foundation
• Estate of Jean Koziara (Dale Lowery),

 $35,000 largest gift to date
• Howard Payne
• Big Chief (Jim and Mike Walker and

 Jim Spicuzza)
• Keith Bauman Memorial Scholarship
• Ada Whittington
• FGM, Inc.
• Anonymous
Rend Lake College staff giving and 

pledges have totaled over $71,000, a 95 per-
cent participation rate.  [Please stand and be 
recognized.]

• Milestone Four  –  October 1994
Sam Mateer, respected businessman 

and well-known for his effort in economic 
development, agreed to chair the Capital 
Campaign.  During the Feasibility Study, 
Sam’s name kept coming up over and over 
as the person to lead a capital campaign.  
Sam quickly put together a team of com-
munity leaders to act as County Chairs.  

The result . . .
• Milestone Five  –  December 1994
General Tire gives $100,000 over five 

years, the largest single contribution to that 
date  –  Jim Rippy, Jim Dolwick, Bob Lupa, 
Floyd Brookman, Jim Restin.

I think Sam has a presentation of his own 
and some other major announcements . . .

Kern returns for two final announce-
ments . . .  

• Milestone Six, three months ahead of 
schedule:

• $250,000-plus in cash means $500,000 
from the government.  The Challenge Grant 
has been met.  You’ve done it!

• Challenge Grant plus pledges equal 
$1,250,000.  We are on our way to $3-$4 mil-
lion over the next five years!    

32 YEARS LATER Â
$11.5M donations, $4.3M net assets
and $2.3M scholarship endowments
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 2011

As the Rend Lake College Foundation 
prepares to host its Annual Dinner  –  Thurs-
day, December 1 at the Mt. Vernon Holiday 
Inn  –  its leaders take a look back at past 
achievements and pledge to reach new 
heights in years to come. 

Since rejuvenating itself 32 years ago into 
an active body, the RLCF has continued to 
bolster the college’s services to students, 
campus and community. Through many 
new facilities and projects, RLC’s landscape 
has experienced tremendous change, and 
record scholarships are awarded to students 
each year. Twenty years ago, the RLCF 
awarded just under $45,000 in scholarships 
for RLC students and 10 years ago it handed 
out $150,000 in scholarships. 

This year, more than $500,000 in scholar-
ships were awarded to 321 students. To date, 
more than $4 million in scholarship support 
has been awarded to RLC students, and 
scholarship endowments are around $2.3 
million  –  more than four times what they 
were a decade ago. 
 Support from contributors has been 
overwhelming . . . to the tune of $11.5 mil-
lion in total donations since establishment. 
The Foundation’s net assets have more than 
doubled in a decade  –  now at $4.3 million  
–  and $2.5 million has been given back to 
the college. 

“Rend Lake College Foundation contrib-
utors have always, and will always, favor 
scholarships as their way of supporting the 
college,” CEO Pat Kern said. “And scholar-
ships will always be foremost among the 
Foundation’s goals. Our supporters want to 
help traditional and nontraditional students 
find a better life through education.” 
 In 1994, the RLCF launched a major 
“Generations of Excellence” capital cam-
paign which, in turn, led to the “Endowed 
Challenge,” whereby the federal govern-
ment contributed double the $250,000 that 
was raised locally in less than five years. The 
total investment of $750,000 is expected to be 
worth around $1.1 million when the funds 
become available for use in 2013. 

The first of three “Strengthening Institu-
tions” federal grants also established the 
first full-time position for a Foundation 
director. Kern, the current CEO, is retiring 
December 31 after nearly 15 years of leading 
the RLCF to milestone after milestone. As-
sistant Director Shawna Hall of Mt. Vernon 
has been named Kern’s successor. Kern will 
continue to work with the Foundation as a 
consultant. 

In 2004, fund raising for a second Chal-
lenge Grant began and was complete by 
2008. The federal government matched the 
$363,000 raised locally for a total investment 
of $726,000. The local funds, federal dollars 
and investment returns all will be eligible 

 -  - 

Grateful Brookins (cont.)
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Community leader certain: 
RLC ‘outstanding resource’
INFORMATIONAL PROGRAM 1993

Dear Foundation Members:
We hear much talk these days 
about community resources, 
about what’s vital to com-
munity development;  about 
what’s necessary for economic 
development;  about what’s 
needed to sustain the way of 
life we have come to associate 
with Southern Illinois.  The 
issues are complex, certainly 
not easily resolved, and we 

a  s et es  t lt 
to focus our energies to obtain 
maximum impact.
One thing seems clear, how-
ever, Rend Lake College is 
an outstanding community 
resource.  The college does 
an extraordinary job of provid-
ing excellent academic and 
vocational programs to area 
residents at an affordable cost.  
Simply put, the college is a 
catalyst for community growth.  
Young men and women, and 
some not so young, come to 
the college to grow.  Some 
learn skills that prepare them 
to move immediately into the 
job market;  some prepare 
themselves to go on to a four-
year university;  some concen-
trate on developing expertise 

 a s e  te l   t -
ers look to enrich their lives 
through music, the arts or other 
equally rewarding endeavors.  

ll  a  be e t  t e 
experience, and each serves 
to enhance the community in 
which we live.
The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation is dedicated to assisting 
Rend Lake College in meeting 

for use by the RLCF in 2024. 
New construction and services the RLCF 

has been instrumental in bringing to Rend 
Lake College include the Aquatics Center 
and Children’s Center in 1998, Institute for 
Learning in Retirement, RLC Staff Clock 
Tower in 2002, RLC Murphy-Wall Pinck-
neyville Campus in 2002, Hitting Zone in 
2002, Sports Center in 2006, Walls of Fame 
and Walls of Honor in 2007, and a massive 
Theatre renovation in 2007 (made possible 
by the “Friends of the Theatre” campaign). 

In August of this year, the college opened 
the doors to its new science lab and com-
puter center at the RLC Murphy-Wall Pinck-
neyville Campus. Answering the RLCF’s 
campaign call, leaders of the Pinckneyville 
community championed the cause with 
$400,000 toward the project and the RLCF 
pitched in $160,000 to meet adjusted con-
struction costs, purchase start-up equipment 
and add the computer center. 
 “The Rend Lake College Foundation’s 
success in assisting with capital projects has 
surprised me, the way communities have 
stepped forward and the Foundation has 
supported those projects,” Kern said. “The 
Foundation’s mission, in addition to schol-
arships, is to provide support to enhance 
college services and facilities, and work on 
projects that recognize significant events 
and individuals, such as our Alumnus of 
the Year and Walls of Fame and Honor.”
 Nearly 150 corporations, businesses, 
organizations, groups and individuals have 
received Major Gift Awards from the RLCF 
for contributions ranging from $10,000 to 
more than $250,000.  Another major gift 
from a corporation already on this list will 
be announced at the dinner meeting. 
 The Foundation invites its constituents 
to attend the 2011 RLCF Annual Dinner 
Meeting. The celebration  –  co-sponsored 
by Hamilton County Telephone Co-op and 
Peoples National Bank  –  will feature Kern’s 
retirement; Alumnus of the Year Ron Smith, 
Men’s Basketball Associate Head Coach at 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
and a major gift announcement, along with 
remembering past achievements and pre-
paring to reach new heights in the future. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Â
Howard L. Payne and Rend Lake College
form perfect Mutual Admiration Society
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2000

Any worthwhile organization would 
love to claim the likes of Howard L. Payne 
of Benton as one of its own.  Count the Rend 
Lake College Foundation among them.

In fact, the RLC Foundation might be 
front and center on the Howard L. Payne 
bandwagon.

Payne has been an active Director since 
the RLC Foundation was revitalized in 1979, 
serving as its Vice President in the early 
going and assuming the Presidency in 1985-
86.  He also has served many years on the 
Finance Committee.

He was singled out Thursday evening 
(December 7) during the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner for presentation of one of 
three major gift awards.  Payne was the only 
one of the three to receive a Gold Seal Award 
in recognition of donations between $50,000 
and $250,000 from Rend Lake College Foun-
dation Executive Director Pat Mitchell.

“He has said at more than one Board 
meeting, ‘The Foundation Board members, 
working together, can do this project,’ ” 
Mitchell related.

“Twenty-one years later, Howard Payne 
continues to recognize student excellence 
through his Foundation participation and has 
exceeded the “Gold” level of major giving.”

When the college first recognized RLC 
Foundation Board members with the 
“Presidential Award” in 1995, Payne was 
front and center along with Hunt Bonan of 
McLeansboro and Mildred Fitzgerrell and 
Richard Garner, both of Sesser.

Rend Lake College President Mark S. 
Kern said at that time Foundation Directors 
“provide many functions for the college, not 
the least of which is to provide college of-
ficials with community opinion concerning 
the college and to help explain college activi-
ties to the people within their communities.

“However, the most important role of 
most foundations and their membership is 
to raise monies for activities that could not 
be funded through normal resources.”

In addition to serving on the RLCF Board 

1971    –     1972 1972     –     1973

FORERUNNER OF THINGS TO COME
With tuition coming for the first time Fall Semester 
($2.50/credit hour), Board passes Dr. Snyder’s Reso-
lution “urging civic groups and individuals to provide 
scholarships for worthy students.” / February 1972

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE

(Continued at far right on next page)



  EXCELLENCE IN FOUNDATIONS  AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  7

for a significant length of time and being a 
current member, those being considered for 
a “Presidential Award” “must be willing to 
give of either their time or their money, or 
both, and influence others to do likewise.  
These individuals must have a strong com-
mitment and belief in what they are doing,” 
Kern added.

It is unlikely anyone would ever question 
Payne’s commitment.

The retired Bank of Benton executive is 
the only member to serve continuously since 
the RLC Foundation was brought to life in 
’79.  He has worked under four different 
part-time Executive Directors and with two 
full-time Directors (since 1992), accepting 
many assignments and providing leader-
ship throughout the years.

Payne has played in the annual RLC 
Foundation Open Golf Tournament since its 
inception in 1981, health permitting, and ac-
cepted the challenge as one of the Co-Chairs 
for capital campaign fund-raising efforts in 
Benton in the mid-’90s.

As part of the “Generations of Excel-
lence” campaign, Payne and his wife, 
Helene, donated stock to the college on 
top of many previous monetary gifts.  The 
Howard L. Payne Endowed scholarship was 
established in 1990 and is given annually to 
a deserving Rend Lake College student.

Payne was one of three original Directors 
assigned to the RLC Foundation’s Finance 
Committee and has continued to serve in 
that capacity during his tenure.

“He is the Board member who has at-
tended the most meetings, asked the most 
questions and attended the most Founda-
tion golf tournaments,” explained Mitchell.  
“He has not only supported the Foundation 
with his active participation, he has set an 
example for others by becoming financially 
supportive as well.”

Payne was one of the first Board mem-
bers to donate toward the “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign, leading to a 
matching 2-for-1 federal grant for the first 
$250,000 raised.

“Three years ago,” added Mitchell, “he 
challenged Foundation Board members 
again with the Children’s Center.  He 
pledged the first major donation to start the 
Child Care Center Campaign and asked oth-
ers to match his gift.  Along with two major 
donations from outside sources, Foundation 
Board members made this much-needed 
facility possible, which resulted in the build-
ing being named in honor of the Foundation.  

Today, the facility operates at full capacity 
with a waiting list.”

Payne and Helene are Rend Lake Col-
lege students, also.  They are participants 
in “Arthritis Aquatics” classes in the Jimmy 
J. Fulks Aquatics Center, which the RLC 
Foundation helped finance.

“His participation has only increased 
Howard’s vitality for life,”added Mitchell.  
“He and Helene are the perfect ‘poster chil-
dren’ for an endorsement of this community 
center.

“And they are a perfect couple in exem-
plifying how to celebrate a life of giving.”

The Paynes are featured on the cover and 
in stories in a magazine-format publication 
just released by Man-Tra-Con  Corporation’s 
Shannon Woodworth for its Workforce Edu-
cation project.  Copies were distributed to 
the 350-plus attending the Annual Dinner 
at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.

“Howard,” Mitchell concluded, “thank 
you for including Rend Lake College in your 
lifetime of giving.”   

JAMES FORNEAR Â
Combining ‘Respect’ and ‘Care’
as a Philosophy of Business
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY ALUMNUS MAGAZINE PROFILE
BY LARAINE WRIGHT    WINTER 1995

It takes about two hours to make even 
the most cursory visit to the four farms 
owned by James R. Fornear BS ’60, MS ’60, 
in Crittenden County, KY.  His properties 
total 3,000 acres, which includes the 800-acre 
homestead, between the hamlets of Marion 
and Mattoon, where he and his wife, Peggy, 
live.

The whole county has only 9,200 resi-
dents, and as we traveled up and down the 
hilly, narrow blacktops in Fornear’s Ford 
XLT Lariat, we passed quite a few of them.  
One was an Amish man driving a buggy.  
Fornear waved;  they all waved back.

He drove to a rounded, bald hill where, 
at the top, stood a small square log cabin 
that had been a stagecoach stop in the 1850s 
and ’60s.  Not long ago, Fornear contracted 
with the Amish for its renovation.  Here, in 
a back room, he keeps his office as founder 
and Chairman of the Board of Res-Care Inc., 
with headquarters 190 miles to the east in 
Louisville.

In 1993 Res-Care was named by Forbes 
magazine among the best 200 small compa-
nies in the United States.  The firm’s annual 
revenue is almost $100 million.  It employs 
5,500 people at 130 facilities in 11 states and 

its obligation to the community 
which it serves.  We award 
over $50,000 in scholarships 
to deserving area students.  
We support equally deserving 
student activities;  we assist 
the college in the acquisition 
of specialty equipment, and 
we work diligently to support 
academic excellence as an 
integral part of the college’s 
ongoing activities.  For our 
work to continue, we need your 
continuing support.
Since its establishment, the 
Foundation has provided a 
way for individuals, organiza-
tions, businesses and industry 
to join in support of Rend 
Lake College.  That support 
has been generous,but we 
must not rest on what has 
gone before.  We need your 

a al s t, a  e ee  
your best efforts to be sure that 
the Foundation, the college 
and ultimately the community 
continue to grow and prosper.  
We look forward to your par-
ticipation and to what we can 
expect to accomplish together.
Sincerely,
Larry V. Gibbons, Ph.D.
President
Rend Lake College Foundation

 -  - 

RLC ‘Outstanding’ (cont.)

 -  - 

SIU Cager Stotlar honored;
Kellys saluted for 50 years
BOARD MINUTES

  Bill Roe noted that Saturday 
night (February 10, 2007) at 
halftime of the SIU Salukis 
basketball game the 1946 
NAIA National Championship 
team will be saluted.  Dr. Gene 
Stotlar was a freshman starting 
point guard on the team.  His 
introduction will cite his mem-
bership on the RLCF Board.  

  Jim and Jan (Page) Kelly 
celebrated their 50th Anniver-
sary July 6, 2008.  They have 
a daughter, Jennifer (James) 
Newton, and two grandsons.
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RLCF ‘seals’ lead-gift deal
with gold to General Tire 
RLC NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1998

Does it really seem possible it 
as e ea s a  t s eek 

a press conference was held 
on the Rend Lake College 
campus to announce the larg-
est monetary donation in its 
history to date?
Representatives from the   
entities of Continental A.G., 
General Tire, Inc. and GTY 
Tire Company were on hand 
that afternoon to present the 

st stall e t  a e- ea , 
$100,000 pledge.
It represented the “lead” gift 
for others to follow in the 
“Generations of Excellence” 
major capital campaign drive.  

at st 2 ,  e k e t 
toward a matching 2-for-1 “En-
dowed Challenge Grant” from 
the federal government, which 
eventually turned $250,000 
into $750,000.  As the story 
goes, build the “lead” gift and 
the rest will come.  I.e., show 
us the money.
And the others have followed 
suit in the years since.
Rend Lake College placed 
its official seal of approval 
on the General Tire donation 
Tuesday night (December 8) 
when it awarded a gold replica 
of the college seal at the RLC 
Foundation Annual Dinner at 
the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.
Accepting the award were 
Denis Garvey, new GT Mt. 
Vernon Plant Manager, and 
Human Resources Manager 
Mark Pitchford.
“We are truly thrilled to be part 
of this,” then Plant Manager 
Jim Dolwick said at the press 

Puerto Rico.  Res-Care provides services to 
the developmentally disabled;  operates 
Job Corps centers, and offers home care as-
sistance.

The name Res-Care came from combin-
ing the words “respect” and “care.”  That 
ethos continues to permeate the firm.  “I 
think the reason for our growth has been 
our concern for our customers,” Fornear 
said.   “If I have a strength as a manager, 
it’s selecting those who are really oriented 
to working with people.”

Fornear is known for his compassion and 
humility.  One of his SIUC professors has re-
mained a close friend.  “As a student he was 
searching for something with meaning and 
substance in his life,” said Guy Renzaglia 
recently.  “I always found him to be diligent, 
sincere, honest, open, reliable  –  someone 
to depend on all the time.”  Renzaglia was 
the founding Director of SIUC’s Rehabilita-
tion Institute from 1955 to shortly before 
his retirement  in 1981.  He became one of 
Fornear’s mentors.  In the 1980s, Fornear 
helped establish, through the SIU Founda-
tion, the Guy Renzaglia Scholarship Fund 
for graduate students in rehabilitation.

Fornear majored in Education, Re-
habilitation and Recreational Therapy.  
Through the latter he met another mentor, 
Department of Recreation Chairman Wil-
liam Freeberg BS ’42, who in the 1950s had 
started for the developmentally disabled a 
recreation camp at Little Grassy Lake (now 
called Touch of Nature).  Freeberg convinced 
Fornear to work at Little Grassy while earn-
ing his degrees.

“In his approach to people, he used the 
Golden Rule,” said Fornear about Freeberg, 
“and that’s what I have always tried to do, as 
well.  That period was the most rewarding 
time of my life, and that experience is what 
keeps me so attached to the University.”  
He remembers, too, the adult camps for the 
physically and developmentally disabled.  
“I worked harder there, at Little Grassy, 
than I ever worked before in my life, and 
I enjoyed it more than anything I’ve ever 
done.”

Freeberg died in 1987 after a remark-
able career that included the launching of 
the Special Olympics.  Today Fornear is a 

financial supporter of a scholarship fund 
in Freeberg’s name.  He continues to help 
Touch of Nature financially, most recently 
offering  the money to complete a brick 
patio  so that those using wheelchairs can 
have easier access to Freeberg Hall.

Fornear had good role models, and he 
became one.  Among those whose lives were 
profoundly influenced by him is Seymour 
Bryson BA ’59, MS ’61, PhD ’72, Executive 
Assistant to the SIUC President for Affirma-
tive Action.  Bryson met Fornear in 1959-60 
when Bryson was Assistant Camp Director 
at Little Grassy.  “He has not let success 
change him from the person I knew in 
1959,” Bryson said.  “He continues to treat 
all people with respect and dignity.”  Bryson 
serves on the Board of Directors of Res-Care.

After earning his degrees, Fornear be-
came a high school Guidance Counselor, 
but he missed his work with the handi-
capped and the underprivileged.  When 
the University won a contract to run the 
Breckinridge Job Corps Center in Morgan-
field, KY, Fornear became the Activities and 
Development Director.

Bryson worked for Fornear for a few 
years at Breckinridge.  “He gave people like 
me an opportunity to gain leadership and 
administrative experience, which wasn’t 
readily available at the time,” said Bryson, 
an African American.  “That was back before 
it was fashionable, and he never seemed to 
think about it.”

Fornear stayed on at Breckinridge  after 
the University decided to bow out of the 
project.  The experience convinced him 
that  he could run such a facility himself.  
By mortgaging everything he had and bor-
rowing additional money, he established  
Res-Care in 1974 and won a contract to run 
the Whitney Young Job Corps Center in 
Simpsonville, KY.

As the company grew, he set up corpo-
rate offices in Louisville.  Res-Care has three 
divisions:  for persons with disabilities, of-
fering residential support;  for the training 
of young people, and now boasting an 80 
percent placement rate after graduation, 
and for the homebound, with services that 
include nursing, nutrition and physical, 
speech and vocational therapy.

1973    –     1974 1974     –     1975

(Continued at far right on next page)
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conference.  We are proud to 
have this opportunity to en-
hance our 20-year relationship 
with Rend Lake College.  This 
ass at  s t all  be e -
cial, since our employees are 
both educated and educators 
at this institute.”
Added Dolwick, “While we 
realize the numerous accom-
plishments of our plant, we can 
never rest on our laurels, and 
we recognize that the educa-
tion provided our employees 
by Rend Lake College is instru-
mental to our continued suc-
cess.  We hope this grant will 
assure the mutual prosperity of 
General Tire and Rend Lake 
College for years to come.”
RLC has worked with General 
Tire to provide courses or train-
ing since the plant opened in 
1974.  That includes classes 
in personnel management and 
supervision, business com-
munications, team building, 
industrial safety, quality con-
trol, motor alignment, indus-
trial electricity/electronics and 
computer programming and 
various applications, among 
others.
College administrators over 
the years also have relied 
heavily on General Tire per-
sonnel for membership on vo-
cational advisory groups and 
be e t b  s  e l ees as 
part-time instructors.
Continental General Tire, 
through the RLC Foundation, 
annually awards scholarships 
to the sons, daughters and/
or spouses of GT employees.
The Mt. Vernon Continental 
General Tire plant today has 
more than 2,000 employees, 
approximately 450 of whom 
have been added since 1990.  
The payroll is over $80 million 
annually.  The plant has not 
experienced a layoff in the past 
16 years.

 -  - 

General Tire (cont.)

Res-Care has an impressive track record 
in contracting with states to take over state-
run facilities.  “We’ve been able to operate 
more efficiently,” said Fornear, “and we 
operate with higher standards than even the 
states require.  We feel we are having some 
success in downsizing from large facilities 
to smaller group homes and independent 
living in apartments with staff support.  
We still have the same kind of staffing as 
in a larger facility, but it’s in a central of-
fice.  People go out from there to work with 
clients.

“States aren’t very efficient.  Most gov-
ernmental agencies aren’t.  They also have 
the disadvantage of not easily being able 
to fire people and hire others.”  At a state 
facility that Res-Care took over a few years 
ago in West Virginia, the firm saved the state 
$4.2 million the first year.  The state had been 
spending $18 million for only 300 clients.

Res-Care has been able to humanize 
the treatment of clients in some former 
state facilities.  Fornear remembers going 
to visit one facility where cages had been 
placed around the beds.  “That’s scary,” he 
said.  “It takes special people to work with 
the developmentally disabled.  You have 
to care about the people you work with.  It 
can be very frustrating.  You don’t see fast 
progress.”

His pride is reserved not for his own 
success but for the people who work with 
Res-Care.  He praises Ronald G. Geary, now 
President and Chief Executive Officer.    “I 
was considering cutting back.  I was getting 
tired of waking up in hotels and not know-
ing what city I was in.  A banker friend in-
troduced us.  Ron feels like I do about clients 
and the company.  I’m extremely lucky to 
have found him.”

The talk returns to Bill Freeberg, who 
“had more ideas than any person I had 
ever met,” said Fornear.  “He could look 
at a project and visualize it completely.  He 
was the world’s greatest administrator.  He 
cared about everybody.  He was insistent 
that I had more to give, and he was going 
to get it out of me.”

That assessment would seem to sum up 
Fornear, as well as his belief in the worth 
and potential of each individual, and his 
managerial style of combining the best in 
sensitive care with efficient organization. 

Such productivity enables Fornear to 
spend much more time in the country.  In 
our visit we made stops to see a few of his 
many horses and his field trial and hunting 

dogs.  He’s not sure how many he has of 
each, but he’s gentle with and very fond of 
them.  As a kid growing up in Sesser, IL, he 
didn’t have a horse, “but I’m making up for 
it by playing cowboy now,” he laughed.  The 
other day, I was chasing one of my young 
dogs on my fastest horse, and I thought, 
‘How many 64-year-olds can do this!’ ”

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Â
Champion Bird Dog Trainer Fornear
sells company doing $1 billion in sales
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE OCTOBER 2005

Chances are Jim Fornear is the first Bird 
Dog Trainer to take a seat on the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Board of Directors.

The good ol’ boy whose roots are in 
Sesser now splits his time between Naples, 
FL, and his native Southern Illinois. He was 
appointed to the position earlier this month.

A hunter all his life, Fornear trains about 
30 bird dogs at the residence he and his 
wife, Margaret (Peg), share in the country 
between McLeansboro and Eldorado. He 
has prepared dogs to accompany riders on 
horseback during field trials for the last 25 
years.

Among his pride and joy are a Conti-
nental Champion (Florida-Georgia border), 
an International Pheasant Champion and 
several Georgia State Champions, mostly 
of the quail-seeking variety.

Do not let the laid-back, down-home 
exterior fool you.

Even though Fornear joins a not-for-prof-
it board comprised of 25 extremely success-
ful community leaders, chances are pretty 
good the retired business entrepreneur 
likewise is the first to have sold a company 
which at the time employed 30,000 people 
and was doing $1 billion in sales annually 
in 28 states, Puerto Rico and Canada.
 Fornear has been completely retired from 
the Louisville-based Res-Care, Inc. (signify-
ing respect and caregiving) company he 
founded for a year and a half. He no longer 
sits on the Board of Directors of a corpora-
tion that is recognized by Forbes and Business 
Week magazines and trades on NASDAQ.
 Prior to his venture into the business 
world, Fornear taught in the Sesser school 
system, at Mt. Vernon Township High 
School and part-time as a Psychology In-
structor for Rend Lake College’s forerunner, 
Mt. Vernon Community College.

He can laugh now at the thought it took 
him 12 years to get his Bachelor’s Degree 
from Southern Illinois University-Carbon-
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Open Golf co-sponsor sees
business damaged by fire 
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. JUNE 1992

Less than one week after co-
sponsoring the RLC Founda-
tion Open for the second year 
in a row and helping to raise an 
estimated $11,800 for student 
scholarships, Owner/President 
Dr. Val Gibbons watched much 
of his business go up in smoke 
in the early hours of Thursday 
morning (June 11).
Applied Research and Devel-
opment Laboratories (ARDL, 
Inc.) of Mt. Vernon incurred 

a  e a  ate  a a e 
to its facilities at 1801 Forest 
Ave.  There were no injuries, 
but a nearby 200-unit mobile 
home park was evacuated for 
safety purposes.
ARDL has 85 employees, 
including several RLC Coop-
erative Education and other 
part-time students.

 -  - 

Foundation flourishes under
leadership of Jim Hinman
F.Y.I. DECEMBER 17, 1990

The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation, revitalized in Fall 1979, 
had approximately $25,000 in 
its coffers in 1988, when Jim 
Hinman was elected RLCF 
President.
According to Executive Direc-
tor Bob Carlock, the Founda-
tion more than doubled that 
total, to $52,000, by the end 
of the 1988-89 academic year 
and to $62,000 by 1989-90 and
$72,000 in 1990-91, Hinman’s 
last year in the forefront.  In 
addition, the RLC Foundation 
awarded $84,000 in scholar-
ships the last two years.

dale. Yet he received his Master’s Degree 
the same year.

In her recommendation to seat Fornear as 
the newest RLC Foundation Board member, 
CEO Pat Mitchell noted, “The nominating 
committee recognizes Mr. Fornear as a sup-
porter of the Rend Lake College Foundation 
student scholarship program and of Rend 
Lake College graduates during their junior 
and senior years at SIUC.

“Mr. Fornear is a successful entrepre-
neur with a teaching background from Mt. 
Vernon Community College. His business 
experience and educational credentials will 
lend expertise to the board. Mr. Fornear is 
well-known as an advocate for his native 
Sesser area; therefore, his presence on the 
RLC Foundation Board will strengthen our 
representation in this locality.”

Fornear was serving as a Guidance 
Director from 1960-62 for MVTHS, as well 
as teaching part-time for the local junior 
college, when he left to build and operate a 
summer camp program in Missouri. When 
SIUC landed a government-sponsored 
contract to operate a job corps for troubled 
youth in Morganfield, KY, two of Fornear’s 
former professors encouraged him to get 
involved at Camp Breckinridge.

He was recommended for the job be-
cause of his background in rehabilitation 
and counseling, “and because I had always 
worked with young people.”

The end results were “truly remarkable,” 
Fornear commented. “I attribute it to the 
opportunity I was fortunate enough to get 
and a lot of good luck, I’d say.”

He made the career move “for the opportu-
nity to work with young people. The country 
was having so much trouble at that time with 
young people, it was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn and to make a difference.”
 Res-Care, Inc. was founded as a rehabili-
tation company to house and help the dis-
abled, teach job skills to needy youths and 
provide support related to nursing, nutrition 
and therapy for homebound individuals.
 The company’s prolific growth and 
countless success stories enabled Fornear 
to be named an “Alumnus of the Year” at 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 
and one of two recipients of Sesser-Valier 

High School’s first-ever “Distinguished 
Alumni Award.”
 Fornear was an original member of 
the SIU Foundation Chancellor’s Council, 
served on its Board of Directors and is a life-
time member of the SIU Alumni Association. 
Twice he has been featured on the cover of 
the slick SIU Alumni Magazine.
 He also received the SIUC College of 
Business and Administration “Entrepreneur 
of the Year Award” in 1991, the College of 
Education’s “Alumni Achievement Award,” 
and the University’s Honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters Degree in 1996.
 He has endowed scholarships for SIUC 
students in honor of two inspirational 
mentors, William H. Freeberg and Guy A. 
Renzaglia.
 The Fornear family is well-known lo-
cally. Brother Jack still lives in Sesser. The 
RLC Foundation has given a scholarship in 
honor of their mother, Mima C. Silkwood 
Fornear, who died in 2002 at age 91, and 
an aunt, Freda Silkwood Boyd, who was 
Sesser’s 1986 “Woman of the Year.”
 When the combined families of Jim and 
Peg Fornear get together nowadays, the 
direct descendents number 56, including 
nine children and 20 grandchildren.
 Since 1998, the Fornears have endowed 
the Fornear Family Scholarship for Rend 
Lake College graduates attending SIUC. The 
list of recipients includes the first winner, 
Jody Williams, who in her fourth year as a 
fourth-grade teacher for Sesser-Valier Com-
munity District 196 was named Franklin 
County “Teacher of the Year” by Wal-Mart.
 Other beneficiaries: Nichole Cochrum 
(Benton), 1999, who now teaches in Thomp-
sonville; Lacy Kirk (Sesser), 2000, another 
Sesser-Valier product who has returned 
home to pursue her teaching career; Jerry 
Travelstead, 2001, who teaches and coaches 
at Woodlawn; Mandi Page and Zack Zimbro 
(both of Sesser), 2003; Shane Garner (Sesser), 
2004, and Adam Nagreski (Benton), 2005.
 In addition, the Jim and Peg Fornear 
Scholarship has been awarded annually in 
recent years.
 Fornear was presented with the RLC 
Foundation Silver Major Gift Award at the 
Annual Dinner last December.

1975    –     1976 1976     –     1977
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Recovering Petty among
fund-raising Water Babies
MAY 2005

Rend Lake College’s Arthritis 
Aquatics classes helped raise 
money for the Arthritis Founda-
tion May 7 by participating in 
a walk at University Mall in 
Carbondale. Among the group 
was Dr. Warren Petty, RLC 
Foundation Board member.
According to Deborah Benns, 
Associate Degree Nursing and 
Arthritis Aquatics Professor, 
students were asked to par-
ticipate and decided to enter 
a team  –  the RLC Arthritis 
Aquatics Water Babies. Team 
members dressed in summer 
l t es, a e  atable l e 

rings and donned sun visors in 
keeping with the theme.
Five people were required. The 
RLC team was comprised of 
15 members. The objective 
was to make three trips around 
the Mall (three miles).
Petty’s wife, Phyllis, also took 
part in the walk. A retired 
dentist, Petty is rehabilitating 
from a stroke. The Pettys are 
regulars at the Aquatics Cen-
ter, as part of his rehabilitation.
Petty was able to walk one 
complete lap around the Mall, 
the greatest distance he had 
covered since the stroke. He 
did get a short rest break when 
interviewed by WSIL-TV 3.
The Pettys “are both dedi-
cated,” said Benns. Phyllis met 
her husband three-fourths of 
the way around with a wheel-
chair. But Petty, wearing a shirt 
that read, “I am what I choose 
to be,” refused.
“That’s the perfect slogan for 
him,” said Benns, who acted 
as team leader. “He is very 
determined, very committed.”
The group also included Judy 
Rose (Benton), nine weeks re-
moved from total knee replace-
ment surgery. The team raised 
its $500 entry fee through bake 
sales and other fund raisers.

Fornear indicated his willingness to serve 
on the Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
could be attributed to the realization, “This 
school has piqued my interest the way it is 
helping so many young people who might 
not be able to afford a college education 
otherwise. I just think it is great, wonderful.” 

“There are a lot of good people here at 
this college and on this board. I’ve been im-
pressed with what I have seen here. I can’t 
believe some of the things I have seen them 
doing. It is very impressive. I am looking 
forward to being part of it.”        

JOY-FUL MINING MACHINERY Â
Continuous miner 40-ton centerpiece 
will help produce region’s best grads
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE SEPTEMBER 24, 2009

Joy Mining Machinery delivered a gift 
to Rend Lake College’s Coal Mine Training 
Center last week that will provide a major 
training advantage for students enrolled 
in the college’s Coal Mining Technology 
degree program.

A continuous miner, estimated at more 
than $1 million new and weighing in at a 
whopping 40 tons, slowly made its way 
down Interstate 57 from Mt. Vernon and 
into its new home on the RLC Ina campus 
on Friday (September 18). College officials 
were there with open arms to accept this 
major gift from Joy Mining  –  the global 
leader in the development, manufacture, 
distribution and service of underground 
mining machinery.

“I want to thank Joy Mining Machin-
ery for its generous donation,” said RLC 
President Charley D. Holstein. “The training 
impact Joy Mining Machinery is making 
on our degree and certificate programs in 
Coal Mining Technology is exceptional. 
This equipment is at the center of what 
will make RLC Coal Mining graduates the 
region’s best. Each gesture of industry sup-
port through contributions like this provides 
more value to our program and strengthens 
our commitment to each student, as well 
as our commitment to the community that 
RLC will continue to be an active leader in 
regional development.”

At a coal mine, a continuous miner con-
stantly extracts coal while it loads it. The 
large vehicle is operated by remote and is 
used underground to cut and remove coal 
from a coal face with the aid of a spiked, 
rotating head.

“We are going to utilize it for machine 
operations,” said RLC Mining Instructor 

Dave Colombo. “We also will be using it as 
a maintenance tool to teach students how 
to service the machine, how to repair it and 
how it actually functions.”

The JOY 14CM continuous miner product 
line has been developed to meet the high 
productivity requirements of today’s under-
ground mining industry, according to Joy 
Mining Machinery’s website. Providing the 
ideal combination of cutting power, proven 
components and reliability for lower to mid-
seam applications in a variety of materials, 
the 14CM is built to withstand rigorous 
conditions, the site states.
 During Grand Opening ceremonies last 
month for the Coal Mine Training Center, 
Holstein said he and RLC Foundation 
CEO Pat Kern worked for about a year 
on securing equipment contributions for 
the program. As they researched big ticket 
equipment, like the continuous miner, they 
began to realize how important contribu-
tions would become in keeping costs down.
 “This piece of equipment  . . . is monu-
mental to the program,” Holstein said. “It’s 
going to jump start the program . . . and 
provides much-needed, hands-on training. 
It allows us to move grant funding to other 
areas of need for the program.”
 Billy Kirkpatrick, Joy Mining Machinery 
Sales Manager for Midwest Americas, was 
joined by Holstein, Kern and RLCF Board 
Chair Jim Kelly as Joy was presented with a 
Business Industry Award from the Founda-
tion. The award recognizes the major sup-
port Joy Mining has shown for the college.
 Safety “is a very high priority in coal min-
ing,” Kirkpatrick said. “The training and the 
awareness in mining, is beyond belief, that 
this facility is going to provide their crafts-
men  –  people who mine the product and 
provide energy for the United States. The 
Illinois Basin has one of the largest energy 
resource basins in the world. I’m just so 
delighted to be a part of this.”
 “We have some of the best people in Il-
linois and we just appreciate being a small 
part of it,” concluded Kirkpatrick.        

FROM WHERE I SIT Â
When it comes to Sesser’s First Lady,
nobody is ‘going to fill her shoes’
REPRINTED FROM THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN
COLUMN BY JIM MUIR  /  APRIL 21, 2005 

When faced with the death of many 
country music greats, legendary performer 
George Jones penned the song, “Who’s 
Gonna Fill Their Shoes?”



 -  - 

Sixth Anniversary bronze
gift to First Cellular of S.I.
NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1998

The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation broke from tradition 
Tuesday evening (December 
8) when it presented First Cel-
lular of Southern Illinois with an 
anniversary gift of sorts.
Tradition, according to Hall-
mark, calls for a gift of candy or 
iron for the sixth anniversary;  
the more modern approach 

t  t e t-bea e  b -
ing something made of wood.
But on the sixth anniversary 
of First Cellular helping co-
sponsor the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner, the telephone 
and paging service was pre-
sented the official bronze 
Rend Lake College seal by 
RLCF Executive Director Pat 
Mitchell.
The award is in recognition of 
over $16,500 in contributions 
since stepping forward in 1993 
to ensure the dinner’s suc-
cess.  In addition, the locally 
owned cellular company has 
a presence each year at the 
annual RLC Foundation Open 
Golf Tournament, providing 
free service throughout the 
afternoon for participants.
First Cellular began in April 
1993, with one retail store, two 
employees and nine cellular 
sites.  It has experienced a 
1,280% growth in subscriber 
base and now has over 135 
employees and an annual 
payroll exceeding $4 million.  
It boasts eight full-service 
facilities, two mall locations, 
10 Wal-Mart sites and 15 au-
thorized agents, with corporate 
headquarters in Mt. Vernon.  
The network has 40 cellular 
sites, 24 paging transmitters.
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Perhaps it’s my middle-age mentality 
or the knowledge that I’m closer to the end 
than I am the beginning, but that same 
phrase has crossed my mind several times 
recently when contemplating the loss of 
people who have left big shoes to fill and 
an indelible mark on Southern Illinois.

The strength of any community, espe-
cially small communities, is not found in its 
elected officials, its buildings or even  its his-
tory.  The strength of the small communities 
in Southern Illinois comes from the people 
who make up those communities.
 Those people work hard, do the right 
thing in everything and volunteer without 
being called upon.  Those people are the 
fabric that binds small towns across America 
together.
 The death of Mildred Fitzgerrell earlier 
this week is an example.
 Affectionately referred to as Sesser’s 
First Lady, the 91-year-old Fitzgerrell leaves 
behind a legacy that safe to say will be un-
equalled.
 Fitzgerrell worked for nearly four de-
cades at the Sesser Post Office before retiring 
in 1973.  She experienced tragedy in her life.  
Her husband, State Rep. Wayne Fitzgerrell, 
was killed in an auto accident in 1965 and 
she never remarried.
 However, she never quit caring about her 
hometown.
 Two contrasting things will stand out in 
most people’s minds about Fitzgerrell.  One 
was her tenacity to get the job done and see a 
project through to completion and the other 
was her desire to shun the spotlight.
 Sesser Mayor Ned Mitchell has known 
Fitzgerrell for more than 50 years.  She was 
his Sunday School Teacher at First Methodist 
Church.
 He also fondly recalled Fitzgerrell orga-
nized a trip for church youngsters to visit 
the state Capitol in Springfield prior to her 
husband’s death.
 But it was after Mitchell became Mayor 
he realized what a valuable asset Fitzger-
rell and some of her friends taking on the 
project of restoring the Sesser Opera House.  
Mitchell said all the ladies involved were 
senior citizens and quite a feisty group.

“They started raising funds to renovate 
that building and they simply would not 
take ‘No’ for an answer,” Mitchell said.  
“That group  –  Mildred, Ila Winn, Mabel 
Page and Helen Schettler  –  became known 
around town as the ‘Sesser Mafia’ because 
everybody was afraid to tell them ‘No.’  
There is no doubt we wouldn’t have the 
Sesser Opera House if it wasn’t for the work 
of those ladies.”

However, Mitchell said Fitzgerrell was 
legendary for staying in the shadows when 
projects were completed.

“She never, ever wanted to be in the 
spotlight, no matter how big the project 
was,” said Mitchell.  “When Gov. Ryan and 
Gov. Edgar came to town you would have 
to look around to find Mildred.  She’d see 
the job through and work tirelessly, but she 
didn’t want any recognition or credit.  She 
preferred to stay in the background.  She 
didn’t do what she did so somebody could 
pat her on the back.”

As the widow of a near-legendary State 
Representative and with a very recognizable 
last name, Fitzgerrell could have separated 
herself from the community, Mitchell said,  
but noted she did just the opposite.  Mitchell 
said she had an “elegance” about the way 
she handled herself.

“But she was still one of us and prob-
ably one of the most unpretentious people 
I’ve ever known,” the Mayor said.  “There 
were no airs about Mildred.  She was just a 
genuine person, a good and kind person.”

While Fitzgerrell’s devotion to her home-
town is well-documented, the long-term ef-
fect of her work with the Rend Lake College 
Foundation might never be known.

Pat Mitchell, Executive Director of the 
RLC Foundation, said Fitzgerrell, in 1984, 
was one of the first people to set up an 
endowed fund that provided an annual 
scholarship.

“It’s an overused phrase these days, but 
she is truly a person who made a big differ-
ence in a lot of people’s lives,” Pat Mitchell 
said.  “There are at least 20 RLC students 
who received their degrees because of the 
gift Mildred gave.  It would be amazing 

1977    –     1978 1978     –     1979

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING / Fall 1979
Benton Banker Howard L. Payne:  “It’s a challenge 

to me to see exactly what the Foundation can 
accomplish and contribute.  I know this, the college 

is a tremendous asset to us in Southern Illinois.” 
To be continued    

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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It’s a jungle out there ...
thanks to Mercantile gift
DECEMBER 1998

There were several surprise 
announcements during the 
RLC Foundation Annual Din-
ner Tuesday night (December 
8), one of which even came as 
a s se t  lle e als 
responsible for the gala event.
Confirmation did not come 
until a little earlier in the day 
that Mercantile Bank would 
be donating $12,000 to the 
RLC Foundation.  David P. 
Strautz, President and CEO of 
Mercantile Bank of Mt. Vernon, 

t e  e t e e t  at 
Mitchell of the good news.
Mitchell was more than happy 
to add the item to an already-

e  a e a   e e s 
always room for good news.
The President of Mercantile 
Bank of Benton and a member 
of the RLC Foundation, Steve 

, a e t e e  a -
nouncement.
The money will be used for 
an infrastructure (jungle gym) 
which will be placed in the 
Learning Environment Cen-
ter located in the new RLCF 
Children’s Center playground.  
The outdoor portion of the new 
facility consists of vegetable 
a  e  a e s, t ke at , 
rabbit hutch, sand pile and 
walk-in log cabin built by RLC 
Big Muddy River Correctional 
Center Construction Occupa-
tions students.
Mercantile Bank currently 
participates in a grant program 
to support community projects.  
With the help of Rend Lake 
College Director of Resource 
Development Bob Ross, a 
proposal was written request-
ing playground equipment.
Since 1987, Mercantile Bank 
has donated over $13,000 to 
promote student scholarships 
at Rend Lake College.  An 
endowment scholarship fund 
was started in 1990.
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to know how many lives those 20 have af-
fected.  She has been an integral part of the 
RLC Foundation.”

While volunteers will continue to work 
diligently in communities like Sesser and the 
RLC Foundation will continue to thrive and 
help students get an education and prepare 
for life, the death of an icon like Fitzgerrell 
leaves a void that won’t be replaced.

Who’s gonna fill their shoes?  In the 
case of people like Mildred Fitzgerrell, the 
answer is, “Nobody.”                      

WRITER / BROADCASTER Â
Opinion: Muir’s greatest quality . . .
‘Jim tries to emphasize the positive’
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 12, 2002

For Southern Illinoisan Reporter/Colum-
nist and WQRL Sportscaster/Radio Person-
ality Jim Muir, this is the story of his life . . .

Rend Lake College graduate Jim Muir 
was presented Thursday night with the 
RLC Foundation “Outstanding Service” 
Award for his stories and good deeds in 
recent years which have gone a long way in 
helping promote and benefiting Rend Lake 
College.

Prior to moving over to the regional 
newspaper based in Carbondale, Muir was 
a Writer/Editor for the Benton Evening News.

The award was introduced by Muir’s 
personal friend, RLC President Mark S. 
Kern, and presented  by his former Journal-
ism mentor, English Professor Mike Mullen, 
as a surprise in front of approximately 375 in 
attendance at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.

“Tonight is a great night when we take 
the time to recognize people who have 
taken their time to make outstanding con-
tributions to Rend Lake College,” Kern ex-
plained.  “The Community Service” Award 
is reserved for those individuals who are 
not members of the RLC Foundation or the 
Rend Lake College staff, but because of their 
belief in the college and the Foundation or in 
a very special project they provide valuable 
service and/or leadership.

Past recipients have included “NAPA 
John,” John Wininger;  Tri-County Elec-
tric Cooperative’s Bruce Barkau and State 
Senators William “Bill” O’Daniel and Dave 
Luechtefeld.

Before describing Muir’s story leading 
to his current positions, Kern addressed the 
reporter who was in attendance to cover 
the event . . . “Jim, do you have a pen and 
paper?” he asked.  “I’ll go slowly.”

“In 1992, Jim’s life took what appeared 

to be a tremendous down turn.  His lifelong 
career as a coal miner came to an abrupt end.  
This had to be a tremendous blow, but Jim 
didn’t go down.

“He became a nontraditional student at 
Rend Lake College.  With the help of Jour-
nalism Instructor and RLC Times newspaper 
Sponsor Mike Mullen, he discovered his 
writing talent and has continued to use it 
to promote goodwill within the community 
through The Southern Illinoisan and previ-
ously with the Benton Evening News.
 “His articles on Mildred Fitzgerrell and 
Emil Perpich encouraged another Sesser res-
ident, Ribella Palada, to establish a $25,000 
scholarship endowment.  Muir continued 
to help by writing and publishing a story 
of how Ms. Palada received good care from 
RLC Nursing graduates while in the Benton 
Skilled Care Unit, with her scholarship des-
ignated for nursing students.

“Reading this one article will not only 
provide the final encouragement that a sin-
gle mother may need to enroll In our Nurs-
ing program and it also could encourage 
others to make contributions.  His articles 
promoting community college education 
have a ‘snowball’ effect which results in 
touching hundreds of thousands of people 
each day.”

Dana Withers, Muir’s boss at the Benton-
based radio station, says teamwork “is the 
main ingredient in any successful business.  
I feel privileged to have a great ‘team’ at 
Q106, and Jim Muir is a big part of that team.

“As the ‘Voice of the Rangers,’ Jim de-
scribes the game with such an exuberance 
he paints such a picture listeners feel they 
are actually at the game.  He brings Southern 
Illinois sports to fans all over this part of 
the state every Saturday morning on ‘Talk-
ing Sports’ from 9-10 with the help of Matt 
Malkovich.  Jim has built quite a reputation 
with area coaches as someone who under-
stands the game and enjoys being a part of 
high school athletics.”
 Away from the sports arena, Withers not-
ed, “Jim brings a unique quality to WQRL.  
He knows what people want to hear and 
how to create an emotional connection with 
his listeners.  He proves this every Wednes-
day evening with his show, ‘Sound Off With 
Jim Muir.’  ‘Sound Off’ is dubbed as your 
mid-week stress-reliever, but I believe Jim 
finds satisfaction in creating stress with his 
thought-provoking, timely and important 
topics.”

Kern’s two youngest sons, both of whom 
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Jefferson County Teachers
salute Musgrave, Flanigan
F.Y.I. MAY 11, 1992

The Jefferson County Teach-
ers Confederation recently 
recognized two individuals 
with ties to Rend Lake Col-
lege.  Trustee Olie Musgrave 
and Foundation Board Mem-
ber Bruce Flanigan, both of 
whom are Mt. Vernon bank 
officers, were among eight 
non-teachers cited in honor of 
National Teacher Day May 5.
Teachers were asked to nomi-
nate those “who show enthu-
siasm for schools and the 
mission of changing children’s 
lives,” following the theme, 
“Teaching Transforms Lives.”
Flanigan, Vice President of 
Boatmen’s Bank of Mt. Ver-
non, is involved in YMCA, Little 
League and school reading 
programs, and his bank sup-
ports various youth organiza-
tions.  “It’s unfair,” he noted, 
“to ask teachers to do all the 
educating of our children.  We 
all should be role models.”
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went on to play college baseball, were 
coached by Muir in Little League.

The RLC President concluded, “with 
what I personally think is Jim’s greatest 
quality and what he brings to the Southern 
Illinois area . . .

“If Rend Lake College or myself does 
something wrong, Jim will print it and it will 
be factual.  But that is not what Jim looks for 
(in terms of a story or column).  Jim tries to 
emphasize the positive happenings in the 
area.  This is extremely important for the 
economic growth of our area,” Kern said.

“If you owned a company and were think-
ing about locating in this area  –  and all you 
ever saw in the paper were murders, robber-
ies, drug busts and labor unrest  –  would 
you come?  Jim Muir makes sure they see the 
positive side of our community as well.”
 Muir saw Kern a few weeks back and, 
like any good reporter, asked if there would 
be any big surprises at the Annual Dinner.  
He was looking for a “scoop,” as always.
 Jim, this one is for you . . . and everyone 
else.                   

CHALLENGE GRANT Â
Head start on endowment match 
could triple $250,000 in 18 months
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. DECEMBER 20, 1993

On an evening when the after-dinner 
speaker went first to accommodate travel 
schedules and opening remarks were saved 
until last, it seemed only appropriate Rend 
Lake College officials would go public for 
the first time with a $250,000 fund-raising 
campaign and then surprise almost every-
one present by announcing they already are 
almost a third of the way toward that goal.

A holiday gathering of nearly 300 college 
supporters attended Wednesday’s Annual 
Dinner Meeting (December 15) of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation at the Rend Lake 
Golf Course Restaurant in Whittington, 
heard nationally recognized Consultant C. 
Ray Clements praise the local community 
college as one of the nation’s finest and then 
learned of $76,300 in contributions within a 
matter of days recently.

The United States Department of Edu-
cation has notified the college it has been 
accepted for an “Endowment Challenge  
Grant” which has been placed on reserva-
tion.  Only 17 colleges were awarded the 
federal grant reservations from among 150 
applying.

All that is left now is the matter of go-
ing about raising $250,000 in the next 18 
months, dating back to September 20, a total 
that would be matched 2-to-1 by Congress 
if successful.  I.e., $250,000 could become 
$750,000, to be placed in an endowed fund 
for 20 years.  That money has been placed 
in “reserve” for Rend Lake College.

Half of the interest earned could be used 
by the college during that time.

“If successful, we can take an endowment 
fund that now stands at $120,000 to $870,000 
within 18 months, explained RLC President 
Mark S. Kern.

Rend Lake College became eligible to 
apply for the “Challenge Grant” when it 
was awarded a four-year, $1.4 million Title 
III Grant two years ago to establish a com-
puterized Management Information System, 
improve its ability to teach remedial and 
developmental education and improve its 
ability to raise funds from the private sec-
tor  through the establishment of a full-time 
Foundation Office and training for Board 
members and staff.

College staff officially learned of the 
“Challenge Grant” reservation during a 
holiday reception last week.  At the time, 
the RLC Federation of Teachers donated 
a $1,000 check to provide impetus to the 
campaign drive, and faculty and staff were 
issued a challenge by the individual mem-
bership and by Kern to show their support.

That total climbed rapidly Wednesday 
night . . .

• GTE, a co-sponsor of the Foundation 
Annual Dinner along with First Cellular of 
Southern Illinois, presented the college with 
a check for $10,000.

• It was announced that earlier in the 
day, by mail, the largest gift ever from an in-
dividual donor had been received  –  $35,000 

 -  - 

Sesser Chamber recognizes
‘Person of Year’ Fitzgerrell
F.Y.I. NOVEMBER 1992

RLC Foundation Board mem-
ber Mildred Fitzgerrell was the 
very surprised recipient Wed-
nesday evening (November 4) 
of the annual “Person of the 
Year” Award presented by the 
Sesser Chamber of Commerce.
Among those seated at the 
table with Mrs. Fitzgerrell 
were RLC President Mark S. 
Kern and Director of Resource 
Development Herb Winemiller.

1979    –     1980 1980     –     1981

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING / Nov. 15, 1979
Dr. Curtis Parker told a crowd of 28, “Foundations

are here to do good.”  The RLC Foundation, he said, 
will be “looking for people with concepts and ideas 

. . . and with a willingness to work at various levels.”
Elected – President Hank Hannah, Vice President 

Howard L. Payne, Secretary Marian Farlow.
As a result, the RLC Foundation was able to become

a 501(c)(3) organization with an acting board.  

PRESIDENT’S SCHOLARSHIPS
Tuition waivers established for two grads (top 10%)
from 14 in-district high schools and RLC Foundation 
Scholarship for returning soph.  Plans to recognize 
Outstanding Faculty, Community Support. / Feb. 1980

ANNUAL DINNER / September 8, 1980
President Hannah –  Project criteria:  1) worthwhile;
2) not possible to do in budget; 3) within realm of
possibility to do . . . “Undertake achievable things,
at same time not be too modest in our goals.”

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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from the estate of the late Jean Koziara.  She 
was represented at the get-together by Dale 
and Carolyn Lowery.

• Stock pledged in the amount of $10,000 
by a longtime friend of the college and 
RLC Foundation Board Member Howard 
L. Payne and his wife, Helene, of Benton 
added to the total.

• The same is true of a $15,000 pledge 
over 18 months from Country Companies.

• English/Journalism Instructor Mike 
Mullen responded to last week’s challenge 
with $1,000 of his own, and six other em-
ployees requested payroll deductions to go 
toward the matching grant.

The running total:  $76,300.
The reaction:  “That is outstanding 

news,” said Dr. Val Gibbons, the RLC Foun-
dation President who was just as stunned by 
the news as everyone else.  “That does make 
you feel good,” he added.

Earlier, Kern noted several highlights 
among the Foundation’s accomplishments 
during the past year under the leadership of 
Executive Director Herb Winemiller Jr.   The 
annual RLC Foundation Open Golf Tourna-
ment and last year’s dinner both attracted 
record numbers, and a first-ever Valentine 
Dance offered free to the public made over 
between 850-1,000 friends.

“With that kind of support, how can we 
fail?” Kern asked.

Clements told an attentive audience he 
has been involved in fund-raising efforts 
for 23 years and involved with community 
colleges for the past 12 years.

“I’ve been on the campuses of about 600 
community colleges around the country 
(among 1,238 total),” Clements said, “and, 
believe me, this is one of the finest.”

Community colleges, he indicated, are 
known for being responsive to community 
needs.  A recent study by the John F. Ken-
nedy Institute showed community college 
transfer students  did equally as well at four-
year institutions as those “native” students 
who started there as freshmen.

“The only difference they found was the 
cost:  $7,300 a year on the average.  That was 
the only difference.  When you talk about 
$7,300 at Rend Lake College, you are not 
talking about one student, or two or even 
three students.  We’re talking six students.  
That is six students whose lives would be 
changed” thanks to the presence of the 
comprehensive community college.

“Does it make you feel good to have a 
quality, comprehensive community college 

here?” he posed the question.  “It should, 
because it is your college.”  The President 
and staff should take pride in the college and 
its accomplishments, “but they are just the 
stewards of the college.  The college is yours.

“You are very, very fortunate to have 
Rend Lake College here, and they are very, 
very fortunate to have you,” he told the 
Foundation boosters and friends.

                

State Senator J. Bradley Burzynski, who 
serves the 35th District in upstate Illinois, 
was recognized as the 12th  recipient of the 
“Alumnus of the Year” Award presented by 
the RLC Foundation.  Sen. Burzynski began 
his political career as the second elected non-
voting Student Representative on the Rend 
Lake College Board of Trustees.  He was a 
student from Benton in 1974.

Today, the vote of the former Pinck-
neyville elementary teacher carries a great 
deal of weight.  He is a member of the Mid-
west Higher Education Commission and 
Vice Chair of the Senate Agriculture and 
Conservation Committee.  He also is on the 
Senate Education and Insurance, Pensions 
and Licensed Activities Committees.  There 
are six community colleges in his district.

Sen. Burzynski received an Associate of 
Arts Degree from RLC in 1975.  He and his 
wife, the former Judy Sink of Ewing, reside 
in Sycamore with their two children, Beth 
and Ben, are very actively involved with 
civic and church responsibilities.

“It’s always good to come home, and 
Southern Illinois is still my home,” com-
mented the former member of the Illinois 
House of Representative who was elected 
to the Senate earlier this year.

“You do have an institution to be proud 
of,” he echoed Clements’ comments.  “This 
college does play a very important role 
within the community.”  Sen. Burzynski told 
Winemiller Rend Lake College had given 
him “a jump-start on my life’s goals.”

FAMILY CAMPAIGN Â
Important others ‘know we’re interested
in making an investment in ourselves’
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. OCTOBER 12-16, 1994

Calling it his “extended family,” charter 
member Jim Waugh Tuesday (October 4) 
told an In-Service audience of his peers, 
“Rend Lake College has been there for me 
in a lot of situations.

“Now is my time . . . and maybe your time 
. . . to help Rend Lake College a little bit.”

 -  - 

Simon, Bengtson home
to share RLCF spotlight
NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 1987

Honored guests Jeanne Simon
and Dr. Mary Kay Bengtson 
had an opportunity to share 
congratulations as they visited 
following the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner Meeting on the 
Ina campus.
Mrs. Simon, the wife of presi-
dential candidate and United 
States Senator from Illinois 
Paul Simon, was the featured 
speaker for the event which at-
tracted 100 college supporters.
Dr. Bengtson, the former Mary 
Kay Witges of Scheller (RLC 
Class of 1971), was honored 
as the sixth recipient of the 
RLCF “Alumnus of the Year” 
award;  she is a staff physician 
for the North Carolina State 
University Health Service and 
is the team physician for the 
N.C. State Women’s Basket-
ball Team.
College President Dr. Harry J. 
Braun “has a right to talk about 
the quality of education here,” 
Dr. Bengtson told the audience 
earlier.  “The best memories of 
my college life were at Rend 
Lake College.  Rend Lake Col-
lege has meant a lot to me and 
other members of my family.”
Mrs. Simon, en route to her 
Makanda home for a couple of 
days away from the campaign 
trail, admitted, “It’s good to 
be home.”  She praised the 
award-winner for her accom-
plishments and the example 
she set for others.  And she 
pointed out Paul Simon was a 
sponsor of the original Com-
munity College bill in the Illinois 
Senate.  “Rend Lake College 
is an excellent example of 
what the community college 
(system) has done for the area 
and for the State of Illinois,” 
Mrs. Simon commented.
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Scholarship Resolution
passed by RLC Board
FEBRUARY 15, 1972

Dr. Snyder read a proposed 
resolution he had prepared 
urging civic groups to provide 
scholarships for worthy stu-
dents at Rend Lake College.  
The resolution is as follows:
“WHEREAS, The economic 
wealth of Rend Lake College 
District No. 521 is relatively low 
in comparison to other parts of 
the State, and
“WHEREAS, Many families 
residing in Rend Lake College 
District No. 521 simply cannot 
afford the expense of a college 
education for their sons and 
daughters, and
“WHEREAS, The Administra-
tion and Board of Trustees of 
Rend Lake College District 
No. 521 see no alternative to 
charging a tuition for college 
attendance starting the Fall 
Semester of the 1972-73 col-
lege year,
“NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, That the Ad-
ministration and the Board of 
Trustees of Rend Lake College 
District No. 521 encourage as 
many civic groups and indi-
viduals as possible within the 
Rend Lake College District No. 
521 to provide scholarships for 
worthy students to attend Rend 
Lake College.”
Mr. Gulley moved that the 
resolution be adopted.  Mr. 
Cross seconded the motion.  
All voted “Yes.”

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  Tuition 
(  t e st t e)  2  as 
adopted at the same meeting.]

John Fertaly, fighting back the emotion, 
echoed those sentiments.  “A group of 
people working together,” he noted, “can 
accomplish a whole lot more than talented 
individuals working alone.”

Outsiders, Fertaly added, “need to know 
we are interested in making an investment 
in ourselves.  It is very important we show 
that solidarity, that commitment.”

And with those appeals, the largest 
capital campaign in the history of Rend 
Lake College was officially introduced to 
faculty and staff, accompanied by a video 
emphasizing the $4 million “Generations 
of Excellence” theme.

The message at hand:  100 percent partici-
pation in the Family Campaign forerunner.

Waugh, who wears the hats of Health 
Education/Physical Education Instructor, 
Athletic Director and Women’s Basketball 
Coach, and Welding Instructor Fertaly, who 
was recently forced to resign his teaching 
position due to health reasons  –  both of 
whom are consensus good guys and role 
models  –  have agreed to head up the “Gen-
erations of Excellence” Family Campaign.

The internal portion of the major gifts 
campaign officially begins with Tuesday’s 
introduction.  Outside volunteers will begin 
seeking potential lead gifts soon, but the offi-
cial kickoff of the five-year program will not 
be until the December 15 RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner to be held at the Ramada 
Hotel in Mt. Vernon.

Mt. Vernon banker and civic leader Sam 
Mateer agreed to serve as General Chairman.

On-campus volunteers are already well 
organized.

Waugh took advantage of the In-Service 
opportunity to introduce his Division Chairs 
and their Team Leaders  –  Big Muddy River 
Correctional Center, Bob Eggertsen, assisted 
by Kelly Fenton and Lila Waugh;  Learning 
Resource Center, Dave Davenport, assisted 
by Lisa Payne and Mary Kelso;  North Oa-
sis, Rick Marlow, assisted by Mike Mullen, 
Valerie Dawkins and Kevin Weston;  Ad-
ministration Building, Lisa Collier, assisted 
by Pat Mitchell, Becky Williamson and 

Connie Sample;  Maintenance Building, Ron 
Somers, assisted by Gib Sink, Phyllis Rice 
and Dallas Houseworth.

Fertaly recognized his Division Chairs 
only  –  Gym/Student Center, Elaine John-
son;  Industrial Technology/Skills Center, 
Dave Smith and Ro Hoar;  South Oasis, Pam 
Allen and Dr. Sue Tomlin, and Menard Cor-
rectional Center, Tim Gould.

All of the “Generations of Excellence” 
Division Chairs, in agreeing to help in the 
solicitation process, also have contributed.

“As of this morning,” Waugh announced, 
“we already have raised $10,700, and we are 
just getting started.”

Getting involved “was not a difficult 
decision for me,” added Waugh, calling it 
a “unique opportunity.  Rend Lake College 
has been my employer for 28 years.  I’ve 
drawn a paycheck from here twice a month;  
it has been my livelihood.”

Waugh talked about some of the project 
goals  –  student scholarships, a child care 
center, other needed buildings and a Foun-
dation endowment.

“It is money that is needed, and I am 
confident it will be well spent,” he said.

The Family Campaign has two goals.  
“One goal is to make sure everybody is 
personally contacted.

“And we would like 100 percent par-
ticipation,” Waugh continued.  “We would 
like to receive something from everybody.  
I really don’t think that is too much to ask 
for future projects.  They will benefit not just 
you, or me, but everybody.”

“We need 100 percent participation from 
you (the staff) before we can go out in the 
community and ask for $100,000 and $500,000
gifts,” Fertaly added.

Fertaly, who recently resigned as head 
of the faculty union, drew a chuckle from 
his audience when he alluded to past ne-
gotiations on their behalf and admitted, “It 
is against my grain to say the amount (each 
individual gives) doesn’t matter.

“The amount does matter . . . but it is 
more important that we show 100 percent 
participation.”

1981    –     1982 1982     –     1983

DR. JOHN HOMAN JR.
First part-time Director of Resource Development
for Rend Lake College heads day-to-day operations

of RLC Foundation. / August 1981
FIRST RLC FOUNDATION AUCTION
Ken Gray returns “home” to serve as Auctioneer for 
first RLC Foundation Auction featuring donated items
/activities, “something to appeal to everyone.” Students  
John and Paul Shannon donate 31-carat blue topaz gem.
100+ bidders;  gross receipts, $4,100. / April 17, 1982

CHARLES W. FINK
Second part-time Director of Resource Development
for Rend Lake College brings fund-raising experience
to RLC Foundation. / January 1983

RLC FOUNDATION OPEN GOLF TOURNEY
First RLC Foundation Open at Rend Lake Golf Course

attracts 34 participants. / October 4, 1981
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“We are the beneficiaries of this cam-
paign,” Fertaly commented.

                

Rend Lake College President Mark S. 
Kern provided an overview of the capital 
campaign, beginning with the 2-for-1 match-
ing “Endowed Challenge” Grant the college 
has on reservation with the federal govern-
ment, the hiring of Clements and Associates 
as consultants, the purpose of the college’s 
latest Strategic Plan, the feasibility study 
conducted last winter and the executive 
awareness meetings he and Resource De-
velopment Director Herb Winemiller have 
been conducting throughout the district in 
recent months.

Clements and Associates representative 
Sue Feamster was introduced, and copies of 
the five-year Strategic Plan were distributed 
to all staff members.

To date, $196,000 of the $250,000 “En-
dowed Challenge” matching grant has been 
met.             

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CHAIR Â
Kern: ‘Can’t think of anyone better
getting things done than Sam Mateer’
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 1994

When Rend Lake College embarks on 
the most industrious capital campaign in 
its 27-year history in the weeks and months 
ahead, leadership will be provided by one of 
the staunchest supporters on the Southern 
Illinois economic scene.

Banking Chief Executive Officer Sam Ma-
teer has agreed to chair upcoming fund-rais-
ing efforts on behalf of the comprehensive 
community college which annually serves 
one on every eight in-district residents.

Mateer, President and Chairman of the 
Board for Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon, has 
served as Chairman of the Mt. Vernon Eco-
nomic Development Commission since 1984 
and was a founding Director and President 
of the Rend Lake Economic Development 
Corporation.

He was named Jefferson County Cham-
ber of Commerce “Man of the Year” in 1989.

“To have someone of Sam’s stature to 
head our efforts is exciting, to say the least,” 
President Mark S. Kern said in making the 
announcement.  “I can’t think of anyone bet-
ter at getting things done than Sam Mateer.

“His willingness to step forward and 
lend his support means a great deal to the 
ultimate success of our efforts,” Kern added.

Rend Lake College is in the midst of 

a 2-for-1 matching fund drive.  If college 
officials are successful in raising $250,000 
through outside resources by March, an 
“Endowed Challenge Grant” on reservation 
with the federal government will kick in 
$500,000 more.

Mateer is a decorated Vietnam War vet-
eran, having served in combat as a Platoon 
Leader from 1966-67.  He received two 
Bronze Star medals, a Purple Heart and the 
Vietnamese Silver Star.

A Business graduate from Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale, he has been 
with the Bank of Illinois since 1976.

RLC’s capital campaign volunteer leader 
is a past member of the Governor‘s Small 
Business Advisory Council and one of the 
founders of the Mt. Vernon Downtown De-
velopment Corporation.

He also is a member of the Greater Jeffer-
son County Chamber of Commerce and the 
Mt. Vernon Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
having served previously as President of the 
former and on the Board of the latter.        

SHREWD AND TIRELESS Â
Award-winning Campaign Chair
brings in $2 million in three years
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 11, 1997

When Sam Mateer agreed three years 
ago to chair the most ambitious capital 
campaign in the history of Rend Lake Col-
lege and the RLC Foundation, success was 
almost guaranteed.

Nobody does it better than Sam Mateer, 
outside consultants were told over and 
over during interviews leading up to the 
“Generations of Excellence” campaign.  And 
nobody was willing to do more for the bet-
terment of their community than Mateer, 
President and Chairman of the Board for 
Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon.

For his efforts, Mateer Thursday night 
was presented with a “Presidential Award” 
at the RLC Foundation Annual Dinner by 
Rend Lake College President Mark S. Kern.

He is only the sixth person to receive the 
honor, following Jim Kelly of Sesser a year 
ago and the initial quartet of Hunt Bonan 
(McLeansboro), Mildred Fitzgerrell (Sesser), 
Richard Garner (Sesser) and Howard L. 
Payne (Benton) in 1995.

Mateer’s willingness to accept the chal-
lenge as general chair, the leadership he 
demonstrated by stepping forward with one 
of the first major contributions and his abil-
ity to inspire others to do likewise are major 
reasons why Rend Lake College officials . . .

 -  - 
www.rlc.edu website cites
ways to invest in college
www.rlc.edu > RLC Foundation Home

The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation does not merely seek 
gifts or donations.  It asks that 
you consider investing in:
 • Campus Growth
 • Economic Development
 • Community Growth
The Foundation asks that you 
invest in the individual growth 
of the many students who at-
tend the college.  Thanks to the 
generosity of our contributors, 
Rend Lake College has been 
able to help students see their 
dreams turn into reality and will 
continue to be able to do so in 
the years ahead.
The Foundation represents 
a partnership between public 
and private interests for the 
benefit of Rend Lake Col-
lege students.  We invite and 
encourage your participation, 
interest and support.  Please 
join the many generous in-
dividuals, corporations and 
foundations who/which have 
given their support to the 
Foundation and the Mission 
of Rend Lake College.
Some of the many ways to 
invest in the Foundation and 
Rend Lake College include:
 • Student Scholarships
 • Memorials
 • Corporate Contributions
 • Gifts Pledged over time
 • Life Insurance
 • Contingent Beneficiary
 • Bequests and Trusts
 • Life Estates / Real Estate
 • Equities
 • Securities
 • Tangible Personal Property
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• Received $500,000 from the U.S. De-
partment of Education in a matching, 2-for-1 
“Endowment Challenge Grant” after the 
college had raised $250,000 cash-in-hand, 
thanks largely to major contributions from 
Continental A.G., General Tire, Inc. and GTY 
Tire Company;  Jimmy Fulks and Mariah 
Boats, Inc., of Benton;  Bank of Illinois;  
Farrar Oil Company, and Peoples National 
Bank of Mt. Vernon and McLeansboro.

• Within a couple of months of his ac-
ceptance, announced at the Annual Dinner 
contributions totaling $1.25 million in gifts 
and pledges already had been received to-
ward a five-year, $3-$4 million fund-raising 
effort.

• Pledged $400,000 toward the RLC 
Aquatics Center to ensure no local tax dol-
lars had to be spent on a $2.6 million facility 
scheduled to open in January.

• Can now boast of slightly over $2 
million in overall campaign contributions 
with two years remaining on the original 
timetable.

Kern called Mateer a “shrewd, hard-
nosed business man” who long ago discov-
ered a secret.  “What benefits Mt. Vernon 
benefits him.  What benefits Rend Lake 
College benefits Mt. Vernon.”
 Mateer thanked Kern and the RLC Foun-
dation for his latest honor.  “This college,” 
he reiterated, “is a tremendous asset to our 
community.  Without it, the community 
would not be as progressive as it is.”
 Mateer, a tireless worker who always has 
led by example, indicated a willingness to 
“continue to make this college one we can 
all be very proud of.”
 “Rend Lake College can not say enough 
about the leadership Sam Mateer has pro-
vided and will continue to provide to the 
capital campaign,” Kern said at the time 
Mateer was first named campaign chair.  
“He very quickly surrounded himself with 
some extremely capable individuals as 
county chairs.  There is little doubt he is 
the single-most important individual in the 
success of the campaign to date.”

LARGEST DONATION TO DATE Â
General Tire starts campaign rolling
with challenging $100,000 lead gift 
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 7, 1994

The largest monetary donation in the 
history of Rend Lake College has been re-
ceived from the entities of Continental A.G., 
General Tire, Inc. and GTY Tire Company, 
according to a joint announcement Wednes-
day afternoon on the Ina campus.

General Tire representatives were on 
hand to present the first installment on a 
five-year, $100,000 pledge to the compre-
hensive community college.  The news 
conference was attended by approximately 
125 supporters, including a dozen members 
of the media.

The $20,000 check will go toward a 
matching 2-for-1 “Endowed Challenge” 
Grant the college has on reservation with 
the federal government and is considered 
the “lead” gift toward a major capital cam-
paign drive the college is in the process of 
undertaking.

“We are really truly thrilled to be part 
of this,” commented Jim Dolwick, Plant 
Manager of the Mt. Vernon facility.

“We are proud to have this opportunity  
to enhance our 20-year relationship with 
Rend Lake College.  This association is 
mutually beneficial, since our employees 
are both educated and educators at this 
institute.”

Added Dolwick, “While we realize the 
numerous accomplishments of our plant, 
we can never rest on our laurels, and we 
recognize that the education provided our 
employees by Rend Lake College is instru-
mental to our continued success.

“We hope this grant will assure the mu-
tual prosperity of General Tire and Rend 
Lake College for years to come.”

Accepting on behalf of Rend Lake Col-
lege were RLC President Mark S. Kern 
and Campaign Chairman Sam Mateer.  
Also representing the college were Robert 
Kirkpatrick, Chairman of the RLC Board of 

1983    –     1984 1984     –     1985

FOUNDATION APPEALS TO MT. VERNON
Goal for first public financial appeal in Mt. Vernon is

$20,000.  Co-Chairs: Architect Jack Goldman and 
Hospital Administrator John Finan Jr.  [Goal sur-

passed, as was $5,000 in Sesser.] / September 1983

SECOND RLC FOUNDATION AUCTION
Second RLC Foundation Auction features raffle for 
1984 Dodge Daytona Turbo and home-cooked meal 
with Dr. Harry Braun, RLC President, and wife Alna. 
/ October 6, 1984

WAYNE FITZGERRELL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
State Representative honored by Mildred Fitzgerrell 
and Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Junkins. / May 1984 

KENNETH R. MILLER
Veteran Southern Illinois fund-raiser accepts part-time 
role as Director of Resource Development and Community
Relations for Rend Lake College and RLCF. / January 2, 1985

 -  - 

Engineering student needs 
Children’s Center to succeed
RLC EXPANSION PROPOSAL 2001

HISTORY OF THE RLCF
CHILDREN’S CENTER
The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation Children’s Center has 
been a dream for many years 
. . . It was the No. 1 need cited 
by students and staff in the 
1988 North Central Accredita-
tion Report.
Because of the efforts of two 
major donors, Marjorie Farrar 
and Coyn Mateer, and the 
Foundation Board members, 
young mothers now have a 

st- lass a l t  a  a  
to which they can bring their 
children.  Many parents could 
not attend class without such 
facilities.
The Foundation Board ac-
cepted the fund-raising chal-
lenge in October 1997;  one 
year later, the building was 
occupied by infants, toddlers 
and preschoolers.

TRUE STORY AS TOLD BY
STUDENT SARAH HILLER
MOTHER’S PERSPECTIVE
Sarah Hiller, a 20-year-old 
single parent from Mulkey-
town, has a goal “for a better 
life for me and my family.”  
She is majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering, works at Rend 
Lake College overseeing a 
Math Lab and is a Math Tutor.  
Her daughter, Kori, attends the 
Children’s Center while she 
attends class and works.
Commenting on the center, 
Sarah says, “It’s convenient, 
the staff is helpful by working 
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Trustees;  Bob Lahr, President of the RLC 
Foundation, and Herb Winemiller Jr., Direc-
tor of Resource Development.

Dolwick was joined for the news con-
ference by Bob Lupa, Financial Controller, 
and Floyd Brookman, Communications 
Coordinator.  Unable to attend due to other 
commitments was Jim Rippy, Senior Vice 
President of Manufacturing Operations in 
charge of General Tire facilities in Mt. Ver-
non, Mayfield, KY, and Charlotte, NC.

Dolwick praised the efforts of Lupa, 
noting he was the one most responsible 
for packaging and selling the idea to GT’s 
partners in less-than-ideal economic times.  
“Without his expertise, this would not have 
been worked out,” according to Dolwick.

“In 1991, Rend Lake College received a 
Title III ‘Strengthening Institutions’ Grant,” 
Kern explained.  “One of the activities in-
volved training college personnel and Board 
members in raising monies from private 
and corporate resources.  This is becom-
ing extremely important due to decreasing 
support provided by state and local tax rev-
enues and the increasing cost of maintaining 
state-of-the-art educational technology.

“The following year, that aspect of the 
grant was implemented, and by the fall 
of 1993, the college had applied for and 
received the “Endowed Challenge” Grant 
and employed a consulting firm (Clements 
and Associates) for training purposes.”

As a result, Kern added, the college in-
tends to initiate a major capital campaign at 
the annual Foundation Dinner December 15.

“The consulting firm has emphasized the 
importance to this campaign of having some 
‘lead’ gifts of this magnitude.  We feel this 
will provide the incentive for other gifts of 
this kind,” continued Kern.

“Also, because of the timing, the first-
year check for $20,000 helps us take a ma-
jor step toward achieving the goals of the 
‘Endowed Challenge’ Grant.  The $20,000 
becomes $60,000 that can be used for en-
dowed student scholarships.”

Kern indicated the period between No-
vember 1 and the December 15 RLC Foun-
dation Annual Dinner has been considered 
critical to the capital campaign’s success 
because of the search during that time frame 
for “lead” gifts of $100,000 or more to set the 
proper tone for future donations.

Since only cash-in-hand can be counted 
toward the college “Endowed Challenge” 
Grant, the $20,000 donation brings the cur-
rent total over $200,000.  If college officials  

are successful in raising the $250,000 total by 
March, the federal government will contrib-
ute $500,000 toward the endowment.

“I truly believe,” Kern said, “our 20-year 
relationship with General Tire has been a 
tremendous benefit to both us and them.”

Rend Lake College has worked with 
General Tire to provide courses or training 
since the plant opened in 1974.  That would 
include classes in personnel management 
and supervision, business communications, 
team building, industrial safety, quality con-
trol, motor alignment, industrial electricity/
electronics and computer programing and 
various applications, among others.

College administrators also have relied 
heavily on General Tire for membership 
on vocational advisory groups and rely on 
some of their employees annually as art-
time instructors.

Industry Week, a management magazine 
for industry, recently honored General Tire’s 
Commercial Division as one of “America’s 
Best Plants” in its fifth annual salute.  Ten 
operations were cited coast to coast.

The intent of the national publication’s 
award “is to honor outstanding achievement 
in the art and science of manufacturing man-
agement.  But, perhaps more important, we 
hope these ‘role model’ plants will inspire 
other U.S. manufacturers to strive for higher 
levels of performance and competitiveness,” 
according to the October issue.

The Mt. Vernon-based plant, which 
boasts over 2,000 employees representing 
110 Southern Illinois communities, also was 
named as one of seven recipients of The 
Shingo Prize for Excellence in Manufactur-
ing.  Established in 1988 by the College of 
Business at Utah State University, it recog-
nizes companies that have demonstrated 
outstanding achievements in manufacturing 
processes, quality enhancement, productiv-
ity improvement and customer satisfaction.
 General Tire produces 20,000 radial pas-
senger tires and 4,500 radial truck tires daily.  
The 100-millionth tire rolled off the assembly 
line  in mid-1994.  It is a major supplier of 
automobile tires for General Motors, Ford, 
Nissan, Toyota and Hyundai.

In addition to its international partner-
ship in GTY Tire Company  –  a joint ven-
ture with Japanese tire makers Toyo and 
Yokohama  –  General Tire has 10 technical 
agreements in eight countries.  The com-
pany maintains equity positions in seven 
companies around the world and provides 
technology to three others.

 -  - 

Student needs . . . (cont.)
a   t e a  a al 
schedule.  I totally trust the 
center, and I am able to check 
on Kori through the classroom 
windows.” 
CHILD’S PERSPECTIVE
Kori, 2, began at the RLCF 
Children’s Center in the Infant 
Room.  During the last two 
years, she has moved to the 
Toddler Room and is now 
promoted to the Preschool 
Room.  Being an only child, 
she enjoys being around other 
children, likes the art projects 
and especially like to work 
puzzles.
Her mother feels Kori needs 
the structured activities.  Sarah 
has noticed Kori exhibits a 
high level of social skills in her 
communication and sharing 
with others.  She attributes 
this quality to the Children’s 
Center.
STORY CONTINUES . . .
Sarah Hiller has received a 
transfer scholarship to the 
Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale School of En-
gineering and will begin the 
Fall 2001 Semester.  When 
talking about her academic 
success, Sarah said, “The 
RLCF Children’s Center made 
it all possible.
There are many true-life
stories similar to that of
Sarah and Kori Hiller.

NEED FOR SUPPORT
Mothers are calling the Chil-
dren’s Center each day and 
asking for openings for their 
children.  Without an expan-
sion of space, these young 
mothers may not have the 
opportunity to pursue a future.  
Each day, single parents face 
the responsibility of providing a 
future not only for themselves 
but for their children.
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Foundation and President’s
Scholarships created in ’80
NEWS RELEASE FEBRUARY 27, 1980

The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation, at a recent Board of 
Directors meeting, established 
two types of scholarships 
which will recognize student 
excellence, made plans to for-
mally honor faculty and com-
munity-wide achievements 
and announced intentions to 
erect a sign along Interstate 57 
emphasizing the institution’s 
presence.

at  e s als  a -
knowledged contributions from 
two donors.

e e ts a e t e st  t e 
RLC Foundation, which was 
chartered in 1967 but not acti-
vated until the past winter.  The 

t- - t a at  as 
established to promote and 
maintain educational, scien-
t  a  lt al e ea s  
behalf of Rend Lake College.  
Its intent is to appeal to the 
benevolence of all persons in-
terested in the betterment and 
advancement of the college.
Two graduating seniors from 
each of the 14 high schools 
within Rend Lake College 
District No. 521 will be offered 
“President’s Scholarships” this 
spring thanks to the Founda-
tion’s action.  This will be the 
equivalent of 28 tuition scholar-
ships, to be paid either out of 
Foundation funds or through 
the granting of tuition waivers.
These scholarships will be 
determined by high school 
personnel and presented at 
Honors Day assemblies.
Foundation President Hank 
Hannah also announced a 
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When German tiremaker Continental 
A.G. purchased General Tire in November 
1987, General became a member of the 
fourth-largest tire company in the world.  
The Conti group, which includes Continen-
tal, Uniroyal Englebert and Semperit, as well 
as General Tire, had sales of approximately 
$6 billion last year.

Perhaps General Tire is best known 
industry-wide for its gain-sharing plan 
called “STAR” (Saving Time and Resources), 
implemented by Rippy in 1985, and Self-
Regulated Workteams created to improve 
an already outstanding performance record.

 He believed the Mt. Vernon plant, dur-
ing a time of recession for the automobile 
industry, could rise above the competition 
by empowering the workforce to run the 
operations as if they were the owners.
 The plant, employees and customers  
have all benefited from 12,000 STAR sug-
gestions since that time.  Those that have 
been implemented have brought savings of 
more than $30 million, 65 percent of which 
was returned to employees in bonuses.
 Members of the media covering the event 
were David Lyons of the Benton Evening 
News, Rick Hayes of the Mt. Vernon Register-
News, Nick Mariano and Ceasar Maragni of 
The Southern Illinoisan, Monica Huntman of 
the RLC Times, Rosslind Whitlock of WQRL 
Radio in Benton, Russ Withers and K.C. 
Frank of WMIX Radio in Mt. Vernon, Gary 
Hart of WCIL Radio in Carbondale, Sara 
Welch and a cameraman from WSIL-TV 3 
and Dave Erickson from WCEE-TV 13.                   

LEADING BY EXAMPLE Â
President Mateer and Bank of Illinois
believers with $100,000 commitment
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1994

Sam Mateer, the general Chairman 
of Rend Lake College’s $4 million “Gen-
erations of Excellence” capital campaign, 
learned a long time ago what it takes to be 
a leader.  
 He leads by example.
 The Bank of Illinois stepped to the 
forefront and made a $100,000 commit-
ment to Rend Lake College Thursday night 
(December 15), President and Chairman of 

the Board Mateer announced at the RLC 
Foundation Annual Dinner.

“I believe very much in Rend Lake Col-
lege,” Mateer said at the time he accepted  
the plea to become Campaign Chair.  “It is 
an opportunity for many of our students to 
be able to go to college.”  He emphasized the 
college’s value to the region in its efforts to 
attract industry to Southern Illinois.

RLC President Mark S. Kern, in turn, 
reflected that praise in the opposite direc-
tion.  “It was extremely important to the 
campaign after receiving our first ‘lead’  
gift from General Tire that we were able to 
follow that up with some other ‘lead’ gifts.  
Bank of Illinois stepped forward immedi-
ately,” Kern noted.

“Of course, Rend Lake College can 
not say enough about the leadership Sam 
Mateer has provided and will continue to 
provide  to the capital campaign,” continued 
Kern.  “He very quickly surrounded himself 
with some extremely capable individuals 
as County Chairs.  There is little doubt he 
is the single-most important individual in 
the success of the campaign to date.”

A tireless worker who commands respect 
from those who try to keep pace, Mateer has 
served as Chairman of the Mt. Vernon Eco-
nomic Development Commission since 1984 
and was a Founding Director and President 
of the Rend Lake Economic Development 
Corporation.  He was named “Man of the 
Year” in 1989 by the Jefferson County Cham-
ber of Commerce.  The decorated Vietnam 
War Platoon Sergeant and Mt. Vernon native 
also is a past member of the Governor’s 
Small Business Advisory Council.

Recalled Kern, “When the feasibility 
study was conducted, one of the questions 
asked was, ‘Who is the best person in the 
college district to head up a major capital 
campaign?’ and the name that came up most 
frequently, by far, was Sam Mateer.  He is 
proving those people correct.”

Bank of Illinois, founded in 1965, is a 
commercial bank owned by a one-bank 
holding company, with all shareholders 
living in Jefferson County.

After a record-setting year in 1993, 
Bank of Illinois anticipates total assets of 
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(Continued at far right on next page)

JUDGE ROY O. GULLEY SCHOLARSHIP
Rend Lake Conservancy District (RLCD) contributes

$1,000 to help recognize former Franklin County 
Judge and Lawyer and (since 1968) the Director of 

Administrative Offices for the Illinois Court System. 
/ December 1985
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Scholarships (cont.)
“Foundation Scholarship,” to 
be awarded to a freshman at 
RLC based on outstanding 
grade-point average and par-
ticipation in college activities.  
The award will pay a student’s 
tuition for the sophomore year 
at Rend Lake College.

a   t e e e a t e t 
Chairs will nominate a can-
didate, with the final deci-
sion resting with a committee 
consisting of the Dean of 
Instruction, Dean of Student 
Services, Registrar and Stu-
dent Representative.  The 
RLCF President will present 
the scholarship at graduation.
Recognition of faculty excel-
lence and community support 
also is planned.
The Foundation will present 
a plaque to the outstand-
ing faculty member, selected 
through peer nominations and 
an awards committee.

 al,   a-
tion likewise will be honored at 
graduation for support given 
the college.  Input from faculty, 
staff, administration and the 
Foundation Board will serve as 
t e ea s  ak  t e al 
determination.  Nominations 
from district residents would 
be welcomed as well.
Memorial scholarships from 
members of the community 
also could be funded through 
the Foundation, Hannah said.
A monetary contribution from 
John Weimer of Mt. Vernon 
and a set of hand bells from 
Mr. and Mrs. Judson DeWitt, 
Mt. Vernon, represent the 

st ts e e e  t  t e 
Foundation.  The Jay DeWitt 
Memorial Hand Bells were 
given in memory of a former 
RLC student.
Once additional funding be-

es a a lable, e s e 
to have a sign which would 
attract attention to the college 
from the highway.

$109,487,000 to increase to $118,000,000 
for 1994.  Net Income for the last complete 
reporting period, 1993, was $1.763 mil-
lion, representing a 20.7 percent increase 
over the previous year, and all-time highs 
were established Return on Average Assets 
(1.68%), Return on Average Equity (21.24%) 
and Capital Ratio of 7.95%.

Final figures for 1994 promise to reflect 
the 12th consecutive year of continued 
growth and profitability for Bank of Illinois.

“Our long-range strategic plan is to con-
tinue growth, improve profitability, increase 
capital strength and maintain our record of 
performance consistency,” Mateer wrote 
in a recent publication to stockholders.  
He promised “to aggressively implement 
growth products as they become available 
to the banking industry.”

Bank of Illinois, he added, has “quickly 
developed into a high-performance finan-
cial institution.  Our accumulated strength 
and stability have allowed us to become a 
major competitor in a market saturated with 
financial service providers.”

The banking institution has two full-
service locations and three automatic teller 
locations to meet the needs of Mt. Vernon 
and surrounding communities.  Products 
and services provided to consumer and 
commercial customers include private 
banking to fulfill deposit needs, consumer 
lending and cash management services.

Bank of Illinois “intends to become the 
highest quality, best-regarded financial 
institution in Mt. Vernon, Jefferson County 
and Southern Illinois,” Mateer concluded.

Mateer, in his “Message from the Presi-
dent” wrote, “I am also proud of what Bank 
of Illinois has achieved for our community.

“The initial focus of Bank of Illinois was 
to create a partnership with business lead-
ers from the community and with people 
within the community.  The purpose of this 
partnership was the economic development 
and improvement of the community within 
which we live and work.

“During this past year (1993), we were 
appropriately rewarded for our achieve-
ments in the creation of such a partner-
ship.  This reward came in the form of an 
‘Outstanding’ rating we received following 
completion of a Community Reinvestment 
Act examination by our federal regulator.  
This is reflective of the genuine concern that 
we have for the community  in which we 
live.  Community involvement is a way of 
life at Bank of Illinois and so it will remain!”

 In a prophetic conclusion, Mateer noted, 
Bank of Illinois will “. . . remain open-
minded to new opportunity.  It is our belief 
that opportunities for 1994 and beyond are 
available in abundance.
 “As a locally owned financial institution, 
we have the ability to move quickly and to 
take advantage of these opportunities as 
they arise.  The strength and stability we 
have accumulated will allow Bank of Illinois 
to enter 1994 as a strong community bank 
that remains willing and ready to grow with 
the community we serve.”
 [Editor’s Note:  In November 2011, Mateer 
(Class of 1962) was among those honored in 
the third class of Distinguished Alumni by 
Mt. Vernon Township High School.  Also 
recognized were two others with close ties 
to Rend Lake College  –  Bob Brown (1964) 
and Carol Dilley Jaudes (1973).]          

RETIRED EDITOR’S COLUMN Â
Veteran journalist endorses cause;
encourages public to donate to RLC
ODDS & ENDS BY JAMES CHOISSER, EDITOR EMERITUS
BENTON EVENING NEWS FEBRUARY 10, 1995

 Earlier in the week mention was made of 
several good causes being pushed in various 
Franklin County communities, all of which  
are dependent on participation or contribu-
tions by area residents.
 If you’re not all tapped out from Christ-
mas bills and contributions, I’d like to bring 
up another worthy endeavor for your con-
sideration.
 As you have probably read, Rend Lake 
College is in the midst of an ambitious 
fund-raising campaign which, if successful, 
will make that institution on the border of 
Franklin and Jefferson counties even more 
valuable to the wide area it serves.
 There were hopes, mixed with consid-
erable skepticism, when in 1967 voters in 
an area stretching from Pinckneyville to 
Enfield, from Royalton to Mt. Vernon, voted 
approval of the district.  In the intervening 
years, these hopes have been fulfilled, the 
skepticism dissipated.
 Quietly, almost unnoticed by the general 
public, Rend Lake College has become an 
integral part of the far flung district’s edu-
cational and cultural life, and, perhaps even 
more important in these troubling econom-
ics times in our area, it is a prime ingredient 
in hopes for better things ahead.
 It surprises many to learn that one of 
every eight persons in the college district 
takes advantage of some RLC service during 
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RLCF meetings to rotate
around district in 1986
DECEMBER 1985

RLC Foundation Directors 
made a decision to rotate their 
monthly meetings to different 
communities within the college 
district during the coming year.
As a result, 10 of 12 meetings 
will be conducted off-campus 
during 1986, according to 
Ken Miller, RLC Director of 
Resource Development and 
Public Relations.

the year.  More than 12,000 people each year 
attend classes, or workshops, or upgrade job 
skills or attend summer camp and the like.

The college wants to be of even more ser-
vice to the area.  And, as you might expect, 
this hope doesn’t come cheap.  Through its 
college foundation, the school has begun a 
fund-raising campaign in which it hopes 
to bring in some $4 million in the next 
few years.  The funds would be allotted 
under a carefully designed plan, much of 
it traditional, for scholarships, computer 
laboratories, expansion of some programs, 
such as nursing.  Others might strike some 
as unusual, as a plan to set aside $500,000 
for operation of a child care center.  But once 
today’s demographics are taken into con-
sideration, it makes good sense.  Rend Lake 
College  has its share of traditional students, 
youthful, idealistic, combining a desire for 
education with fun and games.  But college 
enrollment in general is non-traditional.

The average age of RLC students is 32 
years, and appears to be rising each year.  
Many of these students have small children.  
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that some 
30 percent of American families are now 
headed by single parents.  RLC figures 
probably reflect that.  But even “traditional” 
two-parent families figure in the need, too.  
In many instances it takes jobs for both 
parents to support a family.  But also, in 
many instances in our area, chances are 
that one or the other has lost his or her job, 
and desperately needs a retraining course at 
RLC to have hopes for a new job.  But what 
to do with a child, because the other mate 
now needs to be on the job more than ever?  
In many instances students have taken chil-
dren to class with them out of necessity.

That brings up an important point.   
Many among RLC’s students go there for a 
year or two, then go on to a four-year school.

The college does a good job in prepar-
ing them, never hesitating to boast that at 
schools like Southern Illinois University 
transfers from the RLC campus consistently 
show higher grades than those transferring 
from other two-year colleges.  But let’s face 
it, at this particular time in our economic his-

tory many Southern Illinois people are more 
in projects that may help produce jobs.  RLC 
shines here, too.  College President Mark 
Kern has assured about every development 
group in the country that it can, and will, 
come up with training and other programs 
to assist contributors to the economy in our 
area.  This promise is bolstered by previ-
ous programs established to help major job 
makers like Mt. Vernon’s General Tire and 
Benton’s Mariah Boats.
 Appreciation for these efforts led officials 
of those two firms to leap with $100,000 gifts 
to help the college fund raising effort.
 Obviously, neither the college nor I expect 
readers of this column to jump up from an 
easy chair waving checks of $100,000, or 
even the $5,000, $10,000 or $20,000 given by 
generous supporters of college goals.
 But it could be that some are interested, 
perhaps in pledges redeemable over a few 
years, or perhaps remembering the college 
in a will, or even in getting an income tax 
deduction along with a warm feeling for 
helping a good cause.
 If so, the procedure is simple.  Call me, 
and I’ll see that the right people get in touch 
with you.
 Or call the younger Herb Winemiller at 
the college.  Shucks, everyone knows Herb, 
who is overseeing the fund drive.  A lot of 
good folks are involved in this effort.  They’d 
be proud to have your company.                   

ANNUAL DINNER 1994 Â
Good News: $4M campaign under way;
Better News: Nearly third of way there
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 15, 1994

 On a night filled with good news, there 
were more than enough crescendos to send 
everyone home on an upbeat note following 
the Rend Lake College Foundation Annual 
Dinner Thursday attended by about 325 
guests.
 Announcement after announcement  
brought glad tidings and great cheer to a 
festive holiday atmosphere at the Ramada 
Hotel in Mt. Vernon.  Most certainly, it lived 
up to its billing by RLC President Mark S. 
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Conservancy District starts
Judge Gulley Scholarship
DECEMBER 1985

A scholarship for Rend Lake 
College students in honor 
of Judge Roy O. Gulley has 
been established, thanks 
in large part to a $1,000 
donation from the Rend Lake 
Conservancy District board.  
The announcement was made 
at the recent RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner meeting.
Gul ley was the featured 
speaker and accepted the 
honor from the RLCD’s Larry 
Foster.  Dr. Carl Schweinfurth, 
outgoing President, accepted 
the donation on behalf of the 
RLCF, which will determine 
criteria for “Scholarship in 
Legal Studies” recipients.
Gulley also was honored “for 
outstanding and dedicated 
serv ice”  by  the  Benton 
Chamber of Commerce.  He 
is a former Franklin County 
judge and lawyer who has 
served since 1968 as Director 

 t e st at e e  
the Illinois Court System.

SIXTH ANNUAL DINNER
“Alumnus of Year” Dr. Mary Kay (Witges) Bengtson 

claims “best memories of my college life were at 
Rend Lake College.”  Her audience included Speaker 

Jeanne Simon, wife of Presidential candidate Paul 
Simon, a sponsor of the original Community College 

bill in the Illinois Senate. / November 1987

ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGNS
General Chairs for Annual Fund Campaigns in October 
are Robert Taylor (Benton), Hunt Bonan (McLeansboro),
Dr. Curtis Parker (Mt. Vernon) and Dewey Nussbaum 
(Sesser-Christopher-Zeigler). / September 1987

ROBERT P. CARLOCK
Fourth part-time Director of Resource Development
for RLC adds to his duties as head of the Center for 
Business and Community Service. / Summer 1988
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Kern as an opportunity “to recognize people 
and accomplishments.”

Has there ever been a more eventful, 
history-making occasion in the college’s 27 
years?

A drum roll, please, as Kern and other 
dignitaries brought supporters to their feet 
with such news headlines as the official an-
nouncement of a forthcoming “Generations 
of Excellence” capital campaign, during 
which the staff  and community volunteers 
headed by Sam Mateer will raise $4 million  
or more from the private and corporate sec-
tor on behalf of the RLC Foundation.

Not wishing to overwhelm anyone with a 
goal of that magnitude, Kern then sounded 
the trumpets and proclaimed $1.25 million 
in gifts and pledges already received.  Con-
tributing factors that deserved rounds of 
applause:

• Completion three months early of the 
matching, 2-for-1 “Endowed Challenge” 
Grant on reservation with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.  The college met its goal 
of $250,000 cash-in-hand within the past 
week, according to Director of Resource 
Development Herb Winemiller Jr., and now 
awaits a $500,000 check from the federal 
government.

That will result in an endowed fund 
which jumps from approximately $120,000 
one year ago at this time to $870,000.

• Donations and pledges totaling 
$100,000 each from three different sources, 
including Mateer’s locally owned Bank of 
Illinois in Mt. Vernon and Jimmy Fulks’ 
Mariah Boats, Inc., in addition to the com-
mitment announced last week from the  
combined entities of Continental A.G., 
General Tire, Inc. and GTY Tire Company.

Mateer, alluding to Rend Lake College as 
“the No. 1 community college in the state,” 
commented, “To understand this campaign, 
it is absolutely necessary to understand the 
importance of this college in our community.  
It is one of our area’s most valuable assets.”

“Rend Lake College is important to 
Southern Illinois and it has been impor-
tant to my company,”added an emotional 
Mariah Boats President, Jimmy J. Fulks.

Fulks recalled “very few opportunities 
and not many privileges” growing up on 
a sharecropper’s farm in Arkansas.  He 
indicated he will never forget a kind lady 
who took a young man to the store to buy 
him a new pair of $5 shoes one winter.  “I 
said back then I would pay back that $5 a 
million times over,”a misty-eyed Fulks said 

in making his presentation.  “This is part of 
my payback.

“I hope this creates some opportunities 
for some other people.”

• A $50,000 contribution from Farrar Oil 
Company, presented by Fletcher Farrar and 
President Caroline Quinn, a key Chairper-
son in the capital campaign efforts.  “I know 
a lot about junior colleges.  If it had not been 
for a junior college,” Farrar said, giving 
credit to a four-year institution as well and 
bringing a chuckle from the audience, “. . . I 
never would have been able to get a degree, 
and I never would have been able to make 
enough (money) to give you” this donation.
 • A $25,000 check from Peoples National 
Bank of McLeansboro and Mt. Vernon, an-
nounced by RLC Foundation Board mem-
ber Hunt Bonan, Chairman of the Peoples 
Board.

• Checks of $25,000 and $20,000 from 
donors who prefer to remain anonymous.

• A $10,000 check from Tom McHugh, 
owner of McDonalds Restaurants in Mt. 
Vernon.

Attention likewise was given to Flo Dud-
ley, the recently retired elementary school 
teacher from Bonnie who was selected as the 
13th recipient of the annual RLC Foundation 
“Alumnus of the Year” Award.  Dudley, who 
dropped out of high school a year before 
she was scheduled to receive her degree in 
order to accept a bookkeeping job, returned 
in mid-life to prepare for her GED and then 
earned her Associate Degree from Rend 
Lake College in 1976.

Russ Withers of Withers Broadcasting  
Company of Illinois kept the fast-paced 
evening of celebration upbeat as the Master 
of Ceremonies.  Calling the campaign “the 
beginning of a bright new future for Rend 
Lake College,” Withers also emphasized the 
support “is not only for today, but it is for 
tomorrow as well.”

“This is the only time, to my knowledge,” 
Withers added, “that you are not only giv-
ing but also receiving.  It is a win-win-win 
situation.” 

Music for the Annual Dinner was pro-
vided by Benton Organist Frank Braden.

Among those also recognized were 
First Cellular and its new President, Terry 
Addington, for partial sponsorship of this 
dinner and past dinners;  Magnet Media 
Inc. of DuQuoin, for the touching campaign 
video produced by Owner Bruce Baldwin 
and Rich Kuenneke, and Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative for use of the giant projector to 

 -  - 

‘Charitable men, women’
take on achievable goals
REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION 
REORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 1979

Truly, the RLC Foundation is 
“here to do good.”
The intent of the Founda-
tion, which is authorized to 
solicit gifts, is to appeal to the 
benevolence of all persons  in-
terested in the betterment and 
advancement of the college.  
Its members are charitable 
men and women who contrib-
ute their time and efforts in 
support of Rend Lake College 
and its students.
“There is more to enrich-
ment than our pocketbooks,” 
concluded Dr. Curtis Parker.  
“We’re looking for people with 
concepts and ideas and with a 
willingness to work at various 
levels.”
FOUNDATION ANNUAL DINNER 1980

President Hank Hannah, ad-
dressing an audience of 56, 
almost double that of the previ-
ous year, admitted, “I like the 
description, ‘charitable men 
and women.’
“In my mind, there are three 
criteria regarding what the 
Rend Lake College Founda-
tion should do,” he added.  
First, Hannah noted, whatever 
the Foundation undertakes 
should be worthwhile, as de-
termined by input from college 
personnel.  
Second, it should also be 
something which would not be 
possible to accomplish within 
the normal college budget.
“And third, it is worthwhile and 
it is something the college can’t 
do within its budget, is it in the 
realm of possibility for this 
Foundation to accomplish,” 
Hannah commented.
“We want to undertake things 
that are achievable,” he 
concluded, “and at the same 
time, not be too modest in our 
goals.”
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show the emotion-filled video at the event’s 
conclusion.
 Introduced earlier were members of the 
RLC Board of Trustees, headed by Chairman 
Robert Kirkpatrick;  the RLC Foundation 
Board, headed by President Bob Lahr;  RLC 
Alumni and Friends Association President 
Melanie (Laird) Bauman, and members of 
the “Generations of Excellence” Major Gifts 
Committee.
 Media representatives attending in-
cluded Dennis Linsin and Kelly Hults of 
WCEE-TV Channel 13;  Rick Hayes of the 
Mt. Vernon Register-News;  David Lyons, 
Jim Muir and Michelle Lyons of the Benton 
Evening News;  Nick Mariano and Larry Da-
vis of The Southern Illinoisan;  Dana Withers 
and Gregg Buickel of WQRL-FM Radio in 
Benton;  K.C. Frank (and Russ Withers) of 
WMIX AM-FM Radio in Mt. Vernon;  John 
Roarke of the Centralia Sentinel;  Jeff Bossert 
of WJBD AM-FM Radio in Salem, and 
Richard Blakely of Southern Illinois Sports 
Productions, Inc.                   

GREAT DAY IN HISTORY Â
Early ‘Endowment Challenge’ Grant:
$750,000 toward $1.25M running start
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 15, 1994

 The spark that kindled a major capital 
campaign effort in the months ahead for 
Rend Lake College officially turned into a 
bright, glowing flame Thursday night with 
the announcement that the $250,000 “En-
dowment Challenge” Grant has been met.
 With proper paper work in hand, the 
U.S. Department of Education will soon be 
writing a $500,000 check to the comprehen-
sive community college as its share of the 
matching, 2-for-1 federal grant.
 Rend Lake College officials had 18 
months, or until March 1995, to raise the 
necessary funds after having been accepted 
last year for a grant reservation.  Only 
those institutions receiving federal Title III 
“Strengthening Institutions” Grants were 
eligible to apply, and only cash-in-hand 
could be applied toward the grant.
 “This is a great day in the history of Rend 
Lake College,” commented RLC President 

Mark S. Kern.  “The ‘Endowment Challenge’ 
Grant provides a significant boost to our 
fund-raising efforts, which are so vital to 
the college in this day and age.”
 Just a year ago at the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner, college officials could talk of 
$120,000 in endowment funds and another 
$70,000 in cash assets.
 Today, thanks to the $750,000 “Endow-
ment Challenge” Grant monies and other 
“lead” gifts, that total stands at $1.25 million.  
“That’s a pretty good running start ” toward 
a five-year, $4 million capital campaign fund 
drive, Kern added.
 Only 17 such grants were awarded last 
year from more than 150 applicants.  Future 
grants will not be funded at the same 2-for-1 
ratio.
 Both Rend Lake College’s portion of the 
“Challenge Grant” and the government 
match must be placed in an endowed fund 
for 20 years.  Half of the interest can be used 
by the college during this time, with most 
of that earmarked for student scholarships.
 The entire amount is available to the col-
lege after 20 years.
 As of Thursday evening, 95 percent of 
the college’s 178-member faculty and staff 
(full-time) had contributed to this worth-
while cause.  A $1,000 donation from the 
RLC Federation of Teachers last December 
helped launch the endeavor.
 Emphasis to staff and other contributors 
during the past 12 months was placed on the 
fact their contributions would be tripled in 
value thanks to the federal grant.
 The faculty union as a whole recently 
donated another $500, and individuals on 
campus have either contributed or pledged 
nearly $75,000 to the “Generations of Excel-
lence” capital campaign over the next five 
years.  Instructors Jim Waugh and John 
Fertaly served as Co-Chairs for the internal 
family campaign drive.
 “What this shows,” Kern said at the time 
of the first donation from the faculty, “is that 
the instructional staff and the administration 
of Rend Lake College have one thing in sight 
at all times  –  the students  –  and always 
have had.”
 The average for staff participation in 
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Go, Godmother ... Genius 
cited for winning Arts fight 
THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN
BY LINDA SICKLER  /  DECEMBER 1993

Mildred Fitzgerrell of Sesser 
has enjoyed every minute of 
t e t t  sa e t e esse  
Opera House.

t e ell s e e t  t e st 
“Southern Illinois Rural Genius 
Award,” presented by the 
Southern Illinois Arts Council 
for her work in preserving the 
Sesser Opera House.
Built by Charles Gualdoni in 
1914, the Opera House saw 
vaudeville give way to silent 
movies, then to “talkies.”  Many 
of its original architectural 
features, including the wood 
ca twa lk  and  o ld  mov ie 
projectors, are still in place.
The award was presented 
by SIAC President George 
Timberlake at the annual 
meeting.  In addition to a 
plaque, SIAC also donated 
$100 to the Opera House in 
Fitzgerrell’s name.
No one was more surprised 
than Fitzgerrell.  “My first 
question was ‘Why?’  You do 
what you enjoy doing.  It is nice 
to be rewarded for that.”
Fitzgerrell is fondly known as 
“the Godmother of the Sesser 

a a,  a e ate    
volunteers who have fought to 
save the Sesser Opera House.
“Mildred has fought tooth-
and-nail to keep the Sesser 
Opera House open,” said SIAC 
Vice President Priscilla Gray.  
“Now they have performances 
there.”
“. . . My middle name is Go,” 
Fitzgerrell said.  “If anybody 
says, ‘Go!’ I’m ready.” 

FIRST FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
Scholarship Dinner on-campus provides opportunities 
for student recipients to meet and thank individuals 
and company/organization representatives who made 
their financial help possible, and vice versa. / Fall 1990

FOUNDATION ANNUAL MEETING
Over 200 supporters learn $55,000 was raised the 

past year.  A Register-News editorial prior to the 
dinner:  “The Foundation has come a long way since its 

ressurection . . . a viable support arm of the college 
. . . It would be a good organization for volunteers 

to support with time and money.” / December 1989

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE



 -  - 

RLCF deserves support; 
$55,000 in donations
NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1989

The 200-plus supporters 
who braved the elements to 
attend the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner December 13 
at the Rend Lake Golf Course 
Restaurant were saluted 
by Executive Director Bob 
Carlock for their efforts in 
raising funds expected to total 
nearly $55,000 in 1989 for the 
be e t  e  ake lle e 
students.
“It is an investment in our 
community . . . one of the 
best investments all of us can 
make,” said Dr. Jon Astroth, 
t e st- ea  lle e es e t, 
“and I think it will lead us to a 
brighter future.”
Carlock echoed those senti-
ments.  “If you have an interest 
in higher education,” he said, 
“there is not a better place to 
show it than in the students of 
Rend Lake College.”
Near the end of the evening, 
Carlock took advantage of an 
editorial the previous evening 
in the Mt. Vernon Register-
News to remind his audience 
the RLC Foundation “Deserves 
support,” as the article by John 
Callarman was titled . . .
“The Foundation has come a 
long way since its resurrection 
just about a decade ago.  It 
has become a viable support 
arm of the community college, 
raising money for scholarships 
a  t e  e ts t at be e t 
students.  With a relatively 
light tax base, the Rend Lake 
College District can use lots of 
community support, and the 
Foundation has been the arm 
through which that support is 
provided . . . So we’re happy to 
salute the RLC Foundation on 
the eve of its annual dinner and 
to suggest that the Foundation 
would be a good organization 
for volunteers to support with 
time and money.”
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similar campaigns nationwide is just over 
65 percent, according to representatives of 
Clements and Associates, the Utah-based 
consulting firm hired by the Rend Lake 
College Board of Trustees to improve fund-
raising efforts.

The consultants have spent the past year 
interviewing community leaders within the 
district to determine the feasibility of a major 
capital campaign and providing training for 
college administrators, Board members and 
the RLC Foundation.

The largest single cash contribution to the 
“Endowed Challenge” was announced at 
last year’s annual meeting, when Dale and 
Carolyn Lowery represented the estate of 
the late Jean Koziara with a gift of $35,000.

Other major donations enabling the col-
lege to  reach its goal early included the first-
year portions of $100,000 pledges from three 
sources  –  the entities of Continental A.G., 
General Tire, Inc. and GTY Tire Company;  
Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon, and Mariah 
Boats, Inc. of Benton.                   

FUND-RAISING CAMPAIGN Â
Multiple Chairs named in four counties
to oversee ‘Generations of Excellence’
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 15, 1994

Community leaders throughout the Rend 
Lake College district have stepped forward 
to lend their support and their talents to 
the five-year, $4 million “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign introduced 
Thursday night at the RLC Foundation An-
nual Dinner.

Spearheading the volunteer efforts, as 
previously announced, will be banking 
CEO and noted community pacesetter Sam 
Mateer of Mt. Vernon.

Mateer, President of Bank of Illinois in 
Mt. Vernon, has hand-picked Chairpersons 
in the college’s four major counties to serve 
on the next tier of the campaign structure.

Leadership in Jefferson County will be 
provided by recent “Citizen of the Year” 
Caroline Quinn and two former Presidents 
of the RLC Foundation, Dr. Val Gibbons and 
Jim Hinman.

Quinn is President of Farrar Oil Co. and 
oversees the management of the Ramada 
Hotel, where Thursday’s Annual Dinner 
attracted a holiday crowd of over 400.  She 
was recognized in 1992 as one of the “Out-
standing Working Women of Illinois” by the 
Illinois Federation of Business and Profes-
sional Women and in 1989 as recipient of 
the Stan Koziara “Small Business Person of 

the Year” Award from the Jefferson County 
Chamber of Commerce.

Gibbons is President and Lab Director 
for Applied Research and Development 
Laboratory (ARDL, Inc.), which was singled 
out a year ago at the Ninth Annual Mt. Ver-
non “Industrial Appreciation Dinner.”  His 
company received the annual RLC Founda-
tion Award for “Outstanding Community 
Support” in 1990.  Gibbons headed the RLC 
Foundation  in 1993.
 Hinman manages Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, which received the RLCF 
“Outstanding Community Support” Award 
in 1991.  He served as the RLC Foundation 
President in 1989-90, when the organiza-
tion launched its first major fund-raising 
campaign, and last year was recognized 
with the RLC Foundation Board Member 
Emeritus Award.”

Efforts in Franklin County will be split 
by communities, with retired Bank of Benton 
executive and longtime Rend Lake College 
supporter Howard L. Payne and United Il-
linois Bank President Steve Woodfin taking 
responsibility for the Benton area.  Payne 
has been an active participant on the RLC 
Foundation Board of Directors since it was 
revitalized in 1979.

In the Sesser-Valier area, Insurance Agent 
and retired school administrator Richard 
Garner, retired Magna Bank Senior Vice 
President Jim Kelly and retired Postmaster 
Mildred Fitzgerrell, the widow of former 
State Representative Wayne Fitzgerrell, are 
showing the way.

Hunt Bonan of McLeansboro accepted 
a similar assignment in Hamilton County.  
Bonan is Chairman of the Board for both 
Peoples National Bank of McLeansboro and 
Mt. Vernon and for Wayne County Bank and 
Trust Co., as well as President of Market St. 
Bancshares, Inc.

Perry County duties will be shared by 
Clark K. Bush, Dave Pirsein and Hank River.  
Bush is President and CEO of Murphy-Wall 
State Bank and Trust.  He has been a member 
of the RLC Foundation since 1992.  River is 
President and CEO of First National Bank 
in Pinckneyville, while Pirsein is Executive 
Vice President and Cashier for First Na-
tional.

Other members of the Major Gift Com-
mittee include Craig Hedin, David Davis, 
Russ Withers and Elizabeth Moore, all of 
Mt. Vernon;  Millie Caldwell and Betty 
Swink, Christopher;  Jim Choisser, David 
McCollum and Dr. Warren Petty, Benton;  
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Ex-UK women’s cage coach
Feamster directs fund-raiser

all , t as t e ta -base
consulting firm of Clements 
and Associates which showed 
the way when Rend Lake Col-
le e, be e t   t e st 
of its three $1-million-plus Title 
III Strengthening Institutions 
federal grants, was ultra suc-
cessful in its most ambitious 
fund-raising effort ever.
Founder C. Ray Clements 
helped kick off the campaign 
effort as the keynote speaker 
at the 1993 Rend Lake College 
Foundation Annual Dinner.  He 
met with RLC President Mark 
S. Kern and RLCF Executive 
Director Herb Winemiller Jr. on 
an as-needed basis during the 
duration of the contract.
But the behind-the-scenes 
person most responsible for 
coordinating the Clements 
expertise with RLC’s effort 
and enthusiasm was Associate 
Sue Feamster, who was on 
the Ina campus on a regular, 
frequent basis.
Feamster coached the Uni-
versity of Kentucky Women’s 
Basketball Team from 1971-
74, when it competed on a 
club basis.  When the Lady 
Kats did gain varsity status, 
Feamster guided the quintet 
to records of 16-9 in 1974-75 
and 13-12 in 1975-76 before 
turning over the coaching reins 
to Debbie Yow.
Feamster also served as UK’s 

st e s t let  e t , 
beginning in 1974.
Today, the University of Ken-
tucky annually honors past 
athletic contributors with the 
prestigious “Susan B. Feam-
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Steve Swinney, Benton, and Flossie Webb 
and Clem Aydt, McLeansboro.                       

ANNUAL DINNER 1995 Â
Endowed scholarship contributions
comprise half of $1.8M in year of gifts
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 14, 1995

 Rend Lake College Foundation officials 
were extremely happy to boast of $76,300 
in contributions toward a goal of $250,000 
when supporters gathered for the not-for-
profit organization’s Annual Dinner in 
December 1993.  
 Imagine their delight, then, when another 
opportunity came along last December to 
announce year-long fund-raising efforts 
bolstered by tremendous community in-
volvement and financial support had far-
surpassed the amount needed to meet a 
federal “Challenge Grant.”  Presentations 
of local donations and pledges totaling over 
$430,000 made for quite a gala celebration on 
that occasion.  The endowment fund alone 
increased sevenfold.
 It was more of the same Thursday 
evening, when Rend Lake College Presi-
dent  Mark S. Kern stood proudly before a 
record audience of almost 400 at the 15th 
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner at the Mt. 
Vernon Ramada and tallied approximately 
$1,227,000 in cash donations and $561,000 
in pledges for a total of $1,788,000.
 Included in that figure is $996,000 in  en-
dowed monies toward student scholarships, 
nearly halfway toward a five-year, $2 million 
goal to provide ongoing financial assistance 
for in-district students.
 “Remember our five-year goal, which 
was stated one year ago, is to raise $3-$4 mil-
lion,” Kern said.  “Scholarships always will 
be a major endeavor and need, especially in 
our economy, but we are now much closer to 
meeting that goal than some of the others.”
 Kern also cited the need for a child care 
center on-campus and added, “We also have 
an ongoing need for classroom technology, 
especially computers and related equip-
ment, if we are to stay on equal footing with 
schools with more affluent tax bases.

“I’m sure,” he added, “together we can 
meet this challenge.”

Also included in that figure is a $25,000 
contribution and pledge made for the first 
time at the dinner meeting by Master of 
Ceremonies W. Russell Withers Jr., owner 
of Withers Broadcasting of Illinois and other 
media-related operations.

Between that last dinner meeting and 
the one Thursday, the RLC Foundation has 
received several other major gifts:

• College officials in March received, as 
expected, the $500,000 federal 2-for-1 match-
ing Title III “Strengthening Institutions” 
grant after raising the required $250,000  in 
less than the required 18-month period.

• A $50,000 donation/pledge from John 
Kendrick and Kendrick Paper Stock Co. of 
Mt. Vernon in March, earmarked for mi-
nority scholarships, in particular for those 
students who have been involved in the 
HECA Grant “Project First Class” program 
coordinated by RLC’s Camille Jones.

• Another $50,000 donation/pledge, also 
in March, from local business leaders of the 
Mt. Vernon Retail Liquor Association.  The 
contribution was designated for a future 
child care facility on-campus.

• A $10,000 personal donation by RLC 
Foundation Board member Mildred Fitzger-
rell of Sesser in January.

• The largest pledge in college history  
–  $120,000  –  announced in July to establish 
a “Kendrick Scholars” program to assure a 
quality, postsecondary education for any 
youth in Jefferson County who otherwise 
might not be able to afford such an oppor-
tunity.  This would include all of the under-
privileged who qualify under guidelines set 
by the RLC Foundation and administered 
with the help of Jones.

Donor John Kendrick indicated at the 
time he sees the program as an investment 
in the community and a payback for the sup-
port he and his family have received from 
the people of Jefferson County.  “Education 
is the key,” noted Kendrick, who hopes 
recipients can, in turn, pay back the act of 
kindness when they are able to do so by 
helping other needy youth.                       

(Continued at far right on next page)

THE START OF BETTER THINGS TO COME
The awarding of a $1.5 million Title III “Strengthening 
Institutions” Grant by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion helped turn the RLC Foundation into a major player.  

The grant enabled the hiring of a full-time Director 
and Assistant.  It also made it possible to apply for 
an “Endowed Challenge” Grant [see 1994]. / July 1991  

HERB WINEMILLER JR.
First full-time Director of Resource Development for
Rend Lake College joined by full-time Administrative 

Assistant and then by Clements and Associates in 
helping grow the RLC Foundation. / October 13, 1992

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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Feamster directs (cont.)
ster Trailblazer Award.”  The 
honor recognizes those who 
have exhibited leadership 
and innovation in furthering 
women’s sports at Kentucky.

e e t  t e st a lbla -
er Award” in 2009 was former 
U.K. First Lady Gloria Walton 
Singletary.  Her husband, Otis 
A. Singletary, served as the 
eighth U.K. President from 
1969-87, longer than any of his 
predecessors.  Mrs. Singletary 
was a proponent of women’s 
athletics throughout her “unof-

al  te e as st a
Honors in February 2010 were 
bestowed on former Athletic 
Trainer Marjorie Ann “Mimi” 
Porter, who became the state 
and Southeastern Confer-
ence’s first certified female 
athletic trainer (1971-81).  Por-
ter served as the Equine Staff 
Therapist for the 1996 Olympic 
Games in Atlanta and was on 
staff for the 2010 World Eques-
t a  a es ste   t e st 
time in the U.S. by Lexington.
Former U.K. player and long-
time college Coach Ceal Barry 
received the Third Annual 
Award from Feamster Janu-
ary 23, 2011, in celebration 
of National Girls and Women 
in Sports Day.  Barry played 
from 1974-77 and later was 
Head Coach at the University 
of Cincinnati four seasons and 
Colorado 22 seasons, retiring 
in 2005 with 510 career wins.  
She currently is Associate A.D. 
for Academics and Student 
Services at Colorado.
Valerie Still, all-time leading 
scorer (2,763 points) in Wild-
cat basketball history, men 
or women, received the Trail-
blazer Award 30 years after 
the fact, on January 30, 2012.  
• Feamster had serious back 
surgery in February 2001 and 
tendered her resignation as 
Senior V-P of Clements Group 
effective August 31, 2001.

CHARGE! Â
RLC Foundation Affinity Credit Card
now available; should add to coffers
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. APRIL 19, 1999

Everyone has heard the adage, “You have 
to spend money in order to make money.”

Now comes a similar-but-updated ver-
sion, “You have to spend money in order for 
the Rend Lake College Foundation to make 
money.”
 That is what representatives of the col-
lege and its not-for-profit support organiza-
tion are hoping area residents will do for the 
benefit of past, present and future Rend Lake 
College students.
 Various clubs on campus are helping 
the RLC Foundation in its promotion to 
sell credit cards, with a portion of every 
purchase charged on these cards going 
directly to help support Rend Lake College 
Foundation activities.
 The colorful cards, which depict the of-
ficial college seal as it is cast in metal in the 
new fountain on the lawn of the Learning 
Resource Center, are affiliated with Master-
Card and South Pointe Banks in Marion, 
Benton and Mt. Vernon.
 There is no annual membership fee at-
tached.  The annual percentage rate for 
purchases charged was 12.75 percent at 
the time the card was introduced, with the 
variable rate index and spread at prime plus 
5 percent, reviewed monthly.  There is no 
charge for balances paid within 25 days.
 “Every time a Rend Lake College Foun-
dation Affinity Card is used, the Foundation 
will receive a percentage of the interchange 
income for the life of that card,” explained 
Pat Mitchell, Executive Director.
 “The RLCF Affinity Card program will 
create financial assistance for scholarships, 
current projects such as the Children’s Cen-
ter and continued sponsorship of various 
student organizations at Rend Lake College.  
This occurs even when a person pays off 
his or her card on a regular monthly basis 
without having to pay interest.”
 Added Mitchell, “The possibilities for 
financial assistance to the Foundation are 
endless.  With each new card issued to stu-
dents and alumni, faculty and staff, parents, 
relatives and friends, a new opportunity for 
scholarships is created.”
 South Pointe Bank was started as a 
hometown community bank in Marion 
by Olie Musgrave, former Rend Lake Col-
lege Trustee.  MasterCards may be used at 

over eight million retail locations around 
the world or can be used to obtain cash at 
more than 46,000 ATM locations and 300,000 
financial institutions worldwide.
 Textbook Rental Coordinator Dorothy 
Feira, a recent RLC graduate who is working 
toward a Bachelor’s Degree from Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale, is helping 
Mitchell promote the sale of the RLCF Af-
finity Card to students, staff and alumni as 
part of an intern program through SIUC.               

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AWARD Â
Happy Mother’s Day / Father’s Day
thanks to major contributor Farrar
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. MAY 18, 1998

Every day can be “Mother’s Day” (or 
“Father’s Day”) on the Rend Lake College 
campus beginning this fall, thanks to the 
generosity of people like Marjorie Farrar.

As a the contributor of a major lead gift 
to the Rend Lake College Foundation Chil-
dren’s Center, Farrar is making it possible 
for some students to attend college who 
might otherwise not be able to do so because 
of the added responsibilities of parenthood.

Farrar was presented with the 19th An-
nual RLC Foundation “Community Sup-
port” Award during Friday’s Commence-
ment ceremonies on the Ina campus.  It goes 
to an individual, business or organization 
that over a period of years has made out-
standing contributions to the college and 
its students.

She appeared pleased to accept the 
award, but as she noted at the time she was 
presented a major gift award previously, “I 
will be honored even more by the young 
women who will use the day care facility 
so they can earn an education.”

The Children’s Center is now under con-
struction and will be occupied in August, if 
all goes according to plan.

It became a reality when key leaders 
in the community stepped forward with 
donations, the most obvious of which were 
$100,000 lead gifts from Farrar and the late 
Coyn Mateer.  Their benevolence was an-
nounced last December at the Annual Din-
ner, shortly before Mateer died.

Mrs. Farrar’s late husband, Fletcher Far-
rar, had pledged $50,000 toward Foundation 
activities at an earlier dinner.
 “Coyn Mateer and Fletcher Farrar were 
considered a team that could not have been 
more successful in business and with sup-
porting the community,” Rend Lake College 
President Mark S. Kern told the standing-
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room only audience in James “Hummer” 
Waugh Gymnasium.

“Marjorie has continued with this 
tradition where Fletcher left off.  She has 
demonstrated her belief in the importance 
of education in today’s workforce with her 
lead gift designated toward the Children’s 
Center.  Because of her generous gift, op-
portunities that were not possible before 
will be open to young mothers.”                  

DR. GENE STOTLAR Â
Retiring Director a believer ... ‘It’s simple.
We do it to help kids get an education.’
REND LAKE COLLEGE FEBRUARY 2010

Dr. Gene Stotlar left the Rend Lake Col-
lege Foundation Board this month after 15 
years of service.  The 82-year-old retired 
physician from Pinckneyville said he felt it 
was time for a change.

“We have accomplished a lot of good 
things . . . but I’ve been there and done that,” 
he said. “I feel like it’s time to get some new 
blood on the board.”

Stotlar and his wife, Ramona, also have 
accomplished a lot. For seven years they 
have offered scholarships to RLC students. 
At his last meeting, he was awarded a Major 
Gift Award for their giving.

“It’s simple. We do it to help kids get an 
education. I’m a firm believer if everyone 
received an education and went on that the 
whole area would be much better.”

Stotlar said he continues to also support 
Southern Illinois University, where he 
obtained his undergraduate degree, and 
St. Louis University, where he went to 
medical school. However, he said his “best” 
contributions go to Rend Lake College. 
Students who have benefited from the 
Stotlar’s scholarship include a teacher, a 
graduate from SIUC’s Communications 
program, a radiologic technologist, current 
students at RLC and more.

“Dr. Stotlar’s scholarships for students 
and his passion for the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus are a clear example 
of his dedication to the future of Rend Lake 
College,” Foundation CEO Pat Kern said.

“Dr. Stotlar was committed to the board 
as an ambassador and contributor.  Because 
of the Stotlars’ scholarship support, positive 
results have occurred for these individuals, 
and as a direct result, for their families and 
communities.”

Stotlar said serving on the board was 
gratifying and rewarding.  “I’ve enjoyed it 
and I met a lot of nice people. Rend Lake 
College is a great place and the board is 
doing a good job.”

Of all the RLCF campaigns Stotlar 
has been a part of during his tenure, the 
establishment of a satellite campus in his 
hometown was the most rewarding for him, 
he said.

Before there was the Pinckneyville 
Campus, very little RLC presence existed in 
the community, nestled on the southeastern 
boundary of the college district.  Before 
Murphy-Wall, night classes were held in the 
local high school and some individualized 
training was offered in industrial facilities. 
Now, approaching its eighth year, the campus 
is an important part of Pinckneyville’s 
landscape and has been an educational 
conduit from the college to thousands of 
area residents. 

Stotlar credited the faculty, staff and 
administrators who make it an ongoing 
success, and singled out Kern and Murphy-
Wall Bank President Bill Crawford for their 
foresight on the front end of the project.

“I was pretty impressed Pat Kern made 
all the trips to Pinckneyville and took on 
the President and Chairman of the Murphy-
Wall Bank,” Stotlar said. “We wouldn’t have 
this without her and Bill Crawford. A lot of 
credit goes to Pat Kern and all the work she 
did to get this established in Pinckneyville.”

It opened in August of 2002 and was 
made possible with the support of Murphy-
Wall State Bank and Trust, an anonymous 
donor and State Senators Bill O’Daniel and 
David Luechtefeld.

“I think with the establishment of the 
Murphy-Wall Campus, (Pinckneyville) 
became a little more involved and it became 
more important for us to be involved with 
Rend Lake,” Stotlar added.(Continued at far right on next page)

RLC FOUNDATION ESTABLISHED
The college announces an “Endowed Challenge” Grant 

on reservation with the federal government.  The 
matching 2-for-1 opportunity will give $500,000 if the
Foundation is able to raise $250,000 within 18 months.  
A “Generations of Excellence” Capital Campaign, with 

an ultimate goal of $4M, is full-steam ahead. / Fall 1994

‘GENERATIONS OF EXCELLENCE’ CAMPAIGN
 Jim Waugh and John Fertaly head Family Campaign;
95% of 178 F-T staff members donate. / October ’94 
 Mt. Vernon Banker Sam Mateer agrees to head most 
ambitious capital campaign in history. / November ’94

 Lead gift largest-ever: $100,000 over 5 years from
Continental A.G., GT Inc. & GTY Tire. / December 7, ’94

ANNUAL DINNER / December 15, 1994
 Leading by example, Mateer’s Bank of Illinois in 

    Mt. Vernon announces $100,000 donation. 
 Pay back. Jimmy Fulks’ Mariah Boats pledges 5-year

    $100,000 donation to help fulfill childhood promise.
 2-for-1 “Challenge Grant” match met three months

    early . . .  endowed funds from $120,000 to $870,000

 -  - 

First / Mercantile / Firstar
benevolent by any name
RLC NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2000

The name may have changed 
over the years, but not its 
benevolent nature.
Call it what you will  –  Firstar 
Bank, which was Mercantile 
Bank and prior to that First 
Bank and Trust Co.  –  the 
financial institution has had 
a long-standing relationship 
with Rend Lake College and 
the RLC Foundation.
That rewarding connection 
was publ ic ly recognized 
Thursday night when Firstar 
B a n k  P r e s i d e n t  D a v i d 
Strautz was presented a 
“Silver Seal” Award by the 
Executive Director of the RLC 
Foundation, Pat Mitchell.  The 
major gift replication of the 

al lle e seal s e  
t  t se als a  s 
responsible for donations 
totalling $25,000-$50,000 in 
recent years.
The bank, represented in 
both Mt. Vernon and Benton, 
established the relationship 
in 1987 with the donation of 
student scholarships.  Three 
years later, it endowed a 
perpetual scholarship and has 
continued to add to that fund.

te e , es e t  
the Benton Branch, was asked 
to join the RLC Foundation 
Board of Directors in 1994.  
Benton later pledged $5,000 
for annual scholarships as 
part of the “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign.
In 1997, thanks primarily to the 
initiative of Mt. Vernon Branch 
Bank President Strautz, a 
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$12,000 donation was made 
to be used for an infrastructure 
(jungle gym) in the Learning 
Environment Center located 
in the new RLC Foundation 
Children’s Center playground. 
The outdoor portion of the 
facility consists of a rabbit 

t , e etable a  e  
gardens, trike path, sand pile 
and log cabin built by RLC 
Big Muddy River Correctional 
Center Construction Occu-
pations students. 
M e r c a n t i l e  B a n k  w a s 
participating in a grant program 
to support community projects.  
With help from RLC reps, 
a proposal was written for 
playground equipment for the 
Children’s Center.
Firstar’s Trust Department also 
is responsible for administering 
the HB Reynolds Trust and the 
Harold Hutchens Trust.  These 
scholarship programs have 
benefitted 19 RLC students 
over the years, in addition 
to 15 others who have been 
recipients of Firstar’s annual 
and endowed scholarships.

 -  - 

Firstar Bank (cont.)

His parting words to the board included 
a challenge. He said a lab is all that stands in 
the way of students being able to complete 
a degree at the Murphy-Wall Campus, 
without ever having to make the long drive 
to the Ina campus. He said he would like 
to see that lab become the next project the 
board accepts.

“It’s a big plus for Pinckneyville to have 
a facility such as that three miles from town. 
How many of these kids wouldn’t be going 
to college if Rend Lake wasn’t here in our 
community?  I wouldn’t have what I have, 
or been able to do what I have, if it wasn’t 
for my education.”

Born on New Year’s Eve 1923, Stotlar 
was one of the oldest members on the 
RLCF Board of Directors, third to 94-year-
old emeritus member Howard Payne and 
85-year-old member Bill Regenhardt. 

After graduating from SLU, Stotlar 
started practicing at a city hospital at the 
age of 23. He served two years in the U.S. 
Army and moved to Pinckneyville at the age 
of 27. He retired from his private practice in 
1991. Over the decades in which he practiced 
medicine, Dr. Stotlar said he delivered about 
1,500 babies and “made lots of house calls.”

LOCAL MERCHANTS CONTRIBUTE Â
Congressman Ken Gray wants to know,
‘What’s your bid?’ at first RLCF auction
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE APRIL 8, 1982

Rend Lake College will be the place to be 
Saturday, April 17.

The main attraction that day promises to 
be the first-ever RLC Foundation Auction 
featuring former U.S. Congressman Ken-
neth Gray as the auctioneer for numerous 
collector and gift items, appliances, pieces of 
art and services donated by area merchants 
and friends of the college.

But the blitz auction will not be the only 
attention-getter planned between 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. on the Ina campus.

Sharing the spotlight will be appearances 
by skydiver Marty Cox, hot air balloonist 
Crile Doscher and the performing Goshen 
Trail Longrifles.  The Rend Lake Civic Sym-
phony will be in concert, area artist Sue 
Stotlar will be doing portraits for sale and 
the American Association of Retired People 
(AARP) will assist in selling baked goods.

Other events are likely to be added to that 
lineup of entertainment, according to RLC 
Foundation Auction Promoter Ken Miller.

“This should be a gala event at Rend 
Lake College, with something to appeal to 

everyone,” noted Miller, the Executive Vice 
President of the Mitchell Foundation who is 
volunteering his services to coordinate the 
day’s activities.

All proceeds will go to the Rend Lake 
College Foundation, a not-for-profit or-
ganization established to promote and 
maintain educational, scientific and cultural 
endeavors on behalf of the college.  Student 
scholarship funds are expected to benefit 
most from the proceeds.
 A “silent” auction will kick things off 
from 10-11 a.m.  Participants will have the 
opportunity to bid on various gift certifi-
cates and designated items at this time.

The “live” auction is slated between 11:30 
a.m. and 2 p.m., with Gray scheduled to sell 
a 31-carat blue topaz at noon.  The topaz, 
brilliant cut with 119 facets, is valued  at over 
$600 and was donated by two Rend Lake 
College students, John and Paul Shannon, 
who are rare gem collectors and sellers.

The Shannon brothers, whose mother, 
Ida, also attends RLC, also have been re-
sponsible for soliciting gifts from merchants 
throughout the Rend Lake College district.

Gray is returning to Southern Illinois as a 
favor to the college he helped make possible 
while a member of the legislation.  The for-
mer west Frankfort resident and auctioneer 
is now retired and lives in Florida.  He will 
be assisted on the auctioneer stand by RLC 
students.
 Letters were mailed to over 270 area 
merchants requesting items to be donated, 
according to RLC Director of Resource 
Development John Homan Jr.  “This is a 
chance to help students and the college,” 
Dr. Homan noted, “at a time when college 
expenses are mounting.”                
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE APRIL 15, 1982

RLC President Harry Braun and his wife, 
Alna, would like to take this opportunity to 
invite area residents to their home for dinner 
some evening.

An unusual invitation? Yes, but one they 
are more than willing to extend to a partici-
pant and guest at Saturday’s inaugural Rend 
Lake College Foundation Auction.

Dinner for two with the Brauns is just 
one of the many unique items to be sold 
Saturday between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. in the 
RLC Gymnasium.

Activities actually will get under way 
at 9:30 a.m. on the Ina campus, with hot air 
balloonist Crile Doscher and former RLC 
student-turned teacher-turned skydiver 
Marty Cox scheduled to arrive around that 
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Monroe heads Membership 
but never named to Board
1979 / 1980

In the beginning . . . there was 
a t   e s lea  t e 
newly reorganized Rend Lake 
College Foundation.  President 
Harold W. “Hank” Hannah, 
Vice President Howard Payne 
and Secretary Marian Farlow 

e e l  ele te  at t at st 
meeting in Fall 1979.
Russell Monroe (McLeansboro) 
was named Chair of the 
Membership Development 
Committee.
Year Two brought Judge B.W. 
Eovaldi and Dr. Carl Lincoln 
Schweinfurth on board as two 

e e s
   B t e e e  all  
be a e a  e   t e 
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Three members have served
concurrently on two Boards
Three members of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation 
Board of Directors have served 
concurrently as Trustees on 
the Rend Lake College Board.

 e st t   s , as ell 
as the one to do it for the 
longest period of time, was 
banking executive Hunt Bonan 
(McLeansboro / Mt. Vernon), 
who joined the RLCF Board in 
1988 and is still active 25 years 
later.  Bonan was elected for 
t e st t e t  t e  B a  
of Trustees in 1997 and served 
until 2009.

 Sam Mateer (Mt. Vernon), 
another financial CEO and 
community leader,  headed 
the ultra-successful RLCF 
“Generations of Excellence” 
capital campaign beginning in 
1994 before being asked to join 
the Board of Directors in 1999.  
The following year, he was 
a te  t  ll t e a a  
left by Dennis McEnaney on 
the RLC Board of Trustees.  
Mateer opted not to run when 
a  ele t  as el  t  ll t e 
remainder of the unexpired 
term in 2001.

 Ed Cunningham (Mt. Ver-
non) became the third mem-
ber to hold dual membership.  
The health care administrator 
was added to the Foundation 
Board in 2007 and the following 
year was appointed to replace 
Norma O’Daniel as a Rend 
Lake College Trustee.  He was 
elected to the RLC Board in 
2009.

Three others have occupied 
seats on both boards, but not 
at the same time.

30 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

1995    –     1996 1996     –     1997

time to avoid warmer air later in the day.
 Also added to the aerial display is an 
appearance by the new A-Star helicopter 
owned by Irv Langa and piloted by local 
Realtor and political hopeful Larry Hicks.  
The French-made copter will be on display 
near the gym during the gala event.
 Among the unique items Auctioneer 
Kenneth Gray will be selling is a strawberry 
pattern baby quilt donated by Leotris Webb 
of Benton.  The Webb sisters are well-known 
throughout the area and nationally for their 
quilting, but they normally do not sell their 
work.  The baby quilt is valued at $125.
 Also donated by area merchants, crafts-
men and artists are a set of six wildlife prints 
from the Mt. Vernon Art Guild, oil paintings 
by Marlene Webb and Pauline Stewart and a 
watercolor by RLC Instructor Sarah Capps.
 Other contributions on the auction block 
will include rounds of golf and golfing 
equipment . . . three bottles of premium 
California wine with a wooden wine rack 
. . . a handcrafted walnut stool . . . a Ricoh 
500ME camera . . . dwarf Jonathan apple and 
peach trees . . . passes to the Muny Opera, 
transportation included . . .
 And that is not all.  Would you believe a 
baby goat?  Savings bonds and gift certifi-
cates galore.
 As if that is not enough to attract a crowd, 
a huge bake sale should guarantee partici-
pants will not go home hungry.  Antique au-
tos will be on display on the grounds, also.              

SECOND ANNUAL AUCTION Â
Dodge Daytona Turbo raffle shares
spotlight with Marmaduke and others
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE SEPTEMBER 27, 1984

 The choice is yours . . .
 A primitive, handmade refectory table, 
circa 1930, or a walnut bench created just 
for the occasion by Hank Hannah.
 The opportunity to soar the friendly skies 
in an ultra-light plane and a hot air balloon 
or a chance at driving away in a 1984 Dodge 
Daytona Turbo automobile.
 The extravagance of a three-carat, 
15-point emerald gem compared to the 

practicality of an electric mower, a 50-pound 
sack of dog food or a Zebco spinning reel.

Impress her with a simple floral arrange-
ment or a luxurious weekend-for-two at the 
new Ramada Hotel Mt. Vernon.

Dinner at home with RLC President Dr. 
Harry Braun and his hostess-wife, Alna, or 
dine out, at one of many fine area restau-
rants.

A “silent” auction, livened up by the 
colorful antics of former Chicago Tribune 
reporter and WSIU Channel 8 television 
personality Virginia Marmaduke, or a “live” 
auction under the auspices of veteran bid-
producer Dick Hunter.

Whatever the choice, Rend Lake College 
students are sure to benefit from the second 
RLC Foundation Auction to be conducted on 
the Ina campus Saturday, October 6, begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

The one-day blitz auction will find hun-
dreds of enticements on the auction block 
which have been donated by area retail mer-
chants, business firms, artists, crafts people 
and homemakers.  Proceeds will be used for 
student scholarships to a large extent.

One of many highlights promises to be 
the 2:30 p.m. drawing for the new Dodge 
Daytona Turbo, a two-door hatchback, 
garnet pearl-coat red in color, with a five-
speed manual transmission and feedback 
fuel system.  

Raffle tickets are available from RLCF 
Board members, at the college or from 13 
area financial institutions.  A $50 gas bonus 
will be given to the winner if he or she is 
present for the drawing.

RLC Foundation Board member Dewey 
Nussbaum of Sesser is co-chair of the 
auction, along with “The Dutchess,” Mar-
maduke, a Pinckneyville native known 
throughout Southern Illinois for her work 
with “Friends for SIU” on educational TV.  

Some of the aforementioned items up 
for bids include the bench handcrafted out 
of local hardwood trees by Texico Attorney 
and former University of Illinois Professor 
Hannah, who served as President for the 
RLCF when it was first reactivated in 1979;  

(Continued at far right on next page)

DR. CARL LINCOLN SCHWEINFURTH SALUTED
Longtime contributor Schweinfurth is honored with 

Resolution of Commendation after announcement he has
bequethed part of his estate to RLCF. / December 1996

KENDRICK ASSURES QUALITY EDUCATION
 $120,000 pledged for “(John) Kendrick Scholars” to
assure quality, postsecondary education for Jefferson   

    County youth who otherwise can’t afford it. / July ’95 
 Annual Dinner report: $1.79M raised inc. $996,000  

    in endowed monies for scholarships. / December 1995

PAT MITCHELL KERN
Second full-time Director of Resource Development
for Rend Lake College after serving several years as 
unofficial assistant;  named Foundation CEO, changed 
last name before retiring after 14 years. / June 1, 1997

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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 Jim Hinman (Mt. Vernon)
joined the Rend Lake College 
Foundation Board at the 1987 
Annual Dinner and stepped 
down six years later, in 1993.  
In between, he proved to be an 
effective leader who played a 
major role in the RLCF’s most 
effective fund-raising effort to 
date.  He became only the 
second individual granted 
RLCF Board Emeritus status 
at the time of his departure.
One year later, he was ap-

te  t  ll t e  le t b  
the departure of Trustee Olie 
Musgrave on the RLC Board 
at a special meeting December 
30, 1994.  He was elected 
unopposed to the unexpired 
four-year term in November 
1995, but he died the following 
spring from complications from 
two liver transplants. 

 Former student and instruc-
tor Courtney Cox, a Benton 
Attorney, was elected as a 
Director during the 1988 RLC 
Foundation Annual Dinner.  He 
remained in that capacity until 
October 1989.
In April 1999, he was the lead-
ing vote-getter when three in-
dividuals, including one incum-
bent, ran unopposed for three 
positions on the Rend Lake 
College Board of Trustees.  
He was re-elected in 2005 but 
resigned a few months later.

 Mark Ballard (Mt. Vernon) 
took the opposite approach to 
dual membership.  The lawyer  

as st a te  t  t e  
Board of Trustees in 1986 at 
the recommendation of Joe 
McClure, the man he replaced.  
Ballard was defeated in his bid  
to win election to the position 
in 1987, falling 156 votes shy 
of retaining the seat.
He was asked to share his 
expertise with the RLCF Board 
in 1999, merited a “Presidential 
Award” in 2002 and is still 
serving.  

dinner prepared by Mrs. Braun, a gourmet 
cook who is open to suggestions for menu 
possibilities;  rides with ultra-light pilot 
Marty Cox and hot air balloon co-owner 
John Fisher, part-time RLC Chemistry 
Instructor;  a small baby quilt donated by 
the Webb sisters, and a special weekend 
at the area’s newest convention center, the 
Ramada, featuring “the northern edge of 
southern hospitality.”
 Also:  two separate one-hour flight in-
structions in a Cessna 172, four yards of silk 
brocade purchased in China and a 5-foot by 
8-foot American flag.
 “We are hoping a large number of area 
residents will be able to join the fun October 
6 in the Rend Lake College Gymnasium for 
a day of entertainment and perhaps some 
good buys, all for the benefit of a most 
worthwhile cause,” noted Nussbaum.              

MT. VERNON GOAL: $20,000 Â
RLCF’s first financial public appeal
to be headed by Goldman and Finan
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASES SEPTEMBER 1983

Architect Jack Goldman and Administra-
tor John Finan Jr. have accepted key leader-
ship positions in the first general public ap-
peal for financial support ever made by the 
Rend Lake College Foundation, according 
to an announcement by Director of Resource 
Development Charles Fink.

Goldman, a partner in the architectural 
firm of FGM, Inc., will head the Mt. Vernon 
Division of the intensive area-wide drive.  
Finan, Vice President of Good Samaritan 
Hospital, will serve as the Associate Chair.

Increasing restrictions on state and 
federal funding to education make this 
public appeal for supplementary funding 
imperative,” Fink noted.  “Rend Lake Col-
lege has an enviable record for providing 
the residents of this district with educational 
opportunities of the highest quality.

“Over 50,000 students have taken courses 
at the college.  Certainly these students have 
made major contributions to the economic, 
cultural and social lifestyles of their com-
munities,” added Fink.  “The college richly 
deserves its reputation of providing these 
educational opportunities with a ‘margin 
of excellence.’  The Foundation’s goal is to 
help it maintain such a distinction.”

A goal of $20,000 has been set for the 
Mt. Vernon campaign.  Similar appeals are 
scheduled later in the Benton, McLeansboro, 
Pinckneyville, Christopher, Sesser and 
Zeigler areas.  Fink indicated he has set his 

sights on raising $50,000 overall this year 
by means of employee, alumni and general 
solicitations throughout the district. 

Goldman is President of FGM and Head 
of Design.  He has been with the firm since 
1959.  In addition, he currently is serving 
as Vice President of the Greater Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce and as an  
Administrative Counselor for Mitchell 
Museum and is a member of the Mt. Vernon 
Rotary Club, First United Methodist Church 
of Mt. Vernon and the American Institute of 
Architects.  Goldman’s wife, Joan, teaches 
GED classes through Rend Lake College.

Finan is Past-President of the local 
chamber and President-Elect of the Illinois 
Hospital Association Region V.  He also is 
a member of the Lions Club and St. Mary’s 
Church.  He came to Good Samaritan Hos-
pital from New Orleans seven years ago.

                

Seven civic leaders have been selected to 
serve as Team Captains for the Mt. Vernon 
fund drive, set to kick off October 4.

Captains appointed by Goldman are Bill 
Steffy, owner of Steffy Home Furnishings, 
Inc.;  Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth, local 
businessman, world-traveler, author and 
former college instructor;  Bruce LaRue, 
owner of LaRue Electric Company, and Har-
old W. “Hank” Hannah, a Texico attorney, 
college professor and Past-President of the 
RLC Foundation.
 Finan’s Captains are Olie Musgrave, 
President of First Bank and Trust Co.;  Jim 
Withrow, Executive Vice President of Secu-
rity Bank and Trust Co., and Jim Preston, 
Manager of Employee Relations and Person-
nel for General Tire and Rubber Co.  Finan 
will serve as Captain for a fourth team of 
solicitors.

A large portion of monies raised will go 
toward student scholarships, added Fink, 
with learning resource materials and equip-
ment other areas which should benefit from 
the intensive, two-week campaign.

“It is the goal of the Foundation to help 
the college maintain its ‘margin of excel-
lence,’ ’’ Fink concluded.

                

In April 1984, it was announced the RLC 
Foundation had completed two highly 
successful, community-wide appeals for 
financial support in Mt. Vernon and Sesser  
in recent months and is making plans for 
similar fund-raising efforts in other com-
munities within the college district.
 Through donations and pledges over a 
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Three members (cont.)
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Surprised luncheon guest
‘never stops giving of self’
AUGUST 1998

Mildred Fitzgerrell was hon-
ored last month for her key role 
with the Rend Lake College 
Foundation.  A surprise lun-
cheon, including close friends 
and college family, was held in 
her honor.
She was given the “Silver” 
major award for her monetary 
support and dedicated service.
Pat Mitchell, RLCF Executive 
Director, said Fitzgerrell spon-
s e  e  t e st e -
ment scholarships, in memory 
of her husband, former State 
Rep. Wayne Fitzgerrell.  She 
has continued to financially 
support the Wayne Fitzgerrell 
Memorial Scholarship, which 
results in a Sesser-Valier H.S. 
graduate receiving assistance 
each year.
Mrs. Fitzgerrell became a 
Foundation Board member in 
December 1989 and has been 
an active participant since.  In 
1995, she launched the “Gen-
erations of Excellence” capital 
campaign in Sesser with her 
lead gift, encouraging others 
to do the same.
“Mrs. Fitzgerrell has been a 
cornerstone of the Sesser 
community and the catalyst 
for Sesser Foundation Board 
members,” noted RLC Presi-
dent Mark S. Kern.
“I am all for Rend Lake Col-
lege,” admitted Fitzgerrell.  “It’s 
good students have a place 
l ke t at t   t e  st t  
years (of college).”
“She continues year after year 
to support the college.  She 
never stops giving of herself,” 
added Mitchell.
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three-year span, the Foundation surpassed 
its original goals of $5,000 in Sesser and 
$20,000 in Mt. Vernon, according to Director 
of Resource Development Charles Fink. 

COMMUNITY LEADERS Â
Chairs Taylor, Parker, Bonan, Nussbaum
spearhead ’87 Annual Fund Campaign  
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE SEPTEMBER 29, 1987

The Rend Lake College Foundation will 
conduct an Annual Fund Campaign during 
the month of October in the area communi-
ties of Benton, Mt. Vernon, McLeansboro 
and Sesser-Christopher-Zeigler, according 
to an announcement by Executive Director 
Kenneth R. Miller.
 General Chairmen chosen for the October 
5-30 community drives are Robert Taylor 
in Benton, Dr. Curtis Parker in Mt. Vernon, 
Hunt Bonan in McLeansboro and Dewey 
Nussbaum in Sesser-Christopher-Zeigler.
 Each Community Chair will have four 
team Captains and at least 20 team work-
ers who will be making personal contacts 
with selected individuals, companies and 
organizations, Miller indicated.
 Howard L. Payne, RLC Foundation 
President, invites any person not contacted 
during the month-long campaign to support 
the college by getting in touch with Miller, 
the Director of Resource Development for 
Rend Lake College.
 The Foundation is a not-for-profit orga-
nization created to enhance the educational, 
scientific and cultural purposes of RLC.  It 
does so by providing a financial structure 
for soliciting, holding and administering 
privately donated funds and gifts for the 
benefit of the college community.  

SEEK IDEAS, WILLING WORKERS Â
‘Foundations here to do good,’ audience
of 29 told at ’79 organizational meeting 
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 16, 1979

Citing the need for concerned people 
with ideas and a willingness to work, Dr. 

Curtis Parker turned the gavel over to newly 
elected President Harold W. “Hank” Han-
nah at an organizational meeting Thursday 
night (November 15) of the Rend Lake Col-
lege Foundation.

The meeting attracted 29 supporters to 
the Ina campus;  another 50 or so parties 
have indicated a genuine interest in the 
Foundation but were unable to attend.  Dr. 
Harry J. Braun, Rend Lake College Presi-
dent, and Parker spearheaded a member-
ship drive recently to help revitalize the 
Foundation, a not-for-profit organization 
which has remained virtually inactive since 
it was incorporated in August 1967.

“Foundations are here to do good,” 
Parker told the audience.

He added, contrary to what many people 
might think, “There is more to enrichment 
than our pocketbooks.  We’re looking for 
people with concepts and ideas and with a 
willingness to work at various levels.  These 
are the kind of people we want as Founda-
tion members.”

Hannah, a retired University of Illinois 
Professor and Associate Dean who has prac-
ticed law in Jefferson County since moving 
to Texico in 1971, was elected by acclama-
tion.

The same was true for Vice President 
Howard L. Payne, a banker from Benton,  
and Secretary Marian Farlow of McLeans-
boro.  Rend Lake College Business Manager 
B.J. “Skip” Witunski was appointed Trea-
surer for the Foundation.

Braun noted the need “to develop and 
nurture an organization designed to assist 
Rend Lake College in expanding services to 
the students, faculty, staff and communities 
it serves.”

“Why now the Foundation?” he asked.  
“It simply seems the best time ever in the 
expanding progress of Rend Lake College 
to make all of us a part of the Foundation.  
There was never quite the rightness of time 
until now.”

FOUNTAIN DEDICATED
A campus fountain featuring a large bronze college 
seal, donated by Mark Kern and Juanita Kern, dedi-

cated in memory of Franklin County educator/farmer 
Frank Kern as 30th Anniversary gift. / October 1, 1997

MARJORIE FARRAR RECOGNIZED
RLCF “Community Support” Award given at Commence-
ment for $100,00 lead gift for Children’s Center (under 
construction, due to open in August). / May 18, 1998 ICCTA CO-“ALUMNUS OF YEAR” / 1999

RLCF “Alumnus of the Year” Mark Michalic (’78), a 
real-life hero recognized by the FBI, among others, 
shares the Trustees Association statewide award.

AQUATICS CENTER DEDICATION
Crowd estimated at 250 celebrates $2.5M facility, 

funded by state ($1.8M) and RLCF. / October 1998

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS THANKS TO $400,000
$400,000 perpetual funding from the estate of William M. Wood  
– the largest single donation in the college’s history – establishes 
the Delta Theta Tau Vermadel M. Wood Scholarship Awards in 
memory of his late school teacher sister. / December 1998

RLCF AFFINITY CREDIT CARD AVAILABLE
Each time cardholder uses it, RLCF benefits. / April 1999

FRANKLIN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY
Dr. Harry Lewis brings RLCF $10,000 remaining from 
oral polio vaccines administered in 1963. / February 1998
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Farlow, the widow of one of the college’s 
founders, longtime Board member Melvin 
Farlow, admitted she is “coming into this 
uncertain as to what to expect.  But I’m com-
pletely willing to help in any way possible, 
because I’m interested in the college just as 
my husband was.”

Payne serves as President of the Bank of 
Benton and Chairman of the Board for the 
Bank of Zeigler.  He taught school for one 
year before entering the banking field and 
has served previously on the Benton Grade 
School Board.

“It’s a challenge to me to see exactly 
what the Foundation can accomplish and 
contribute,” Payne said.  “I know this:  The 
college is a tremendous asset to us in South-
ern Illinois.”

Several possible short- and long-term 
projects were discussed, with special em-
phasis placed on four areas  –  student 
scholarships, recognition of student excel-
lence, recognition of faculty excellence and  
recognition of outstanding community sup-
port to Rend Lake College.

A sign noting the presence of the college, 
to be placed near Interstate 57, and backing 
for the Rend Lake Civic Symphony also 
gained immediate favor.

Those in attendance, in addition to the 
new officers, included Judge and Mrs. B.W. 
Eovaldi, Benton;  Mr. and Mrs. Russell Mon-
roe, Dahlgren;  Ernest L. Hood, McLeans-
boro;  Mrs. Parker, Mt. Vernon;  C.C. “Andy” 
Anderson, Mt. Vernon;  Frank Feltmeier, Mt. 
Vernon;  Flo Dudley, Mt. Vernon;  Jasper 
Goin Jr., Dahlgren;  Mr. and Mrs. Ken Miller, 
Mt. Vernon;  Dr. Clifford Wirth, Carbondale;  
Mr. and Mrs. Joe McClure, Mt. Vernon;  Dr. 
Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth, Mt. Vernon;  Dr. 
Allan Patton, Zeigler, and Earl Jeffers, Mt. 
Vernon.

Others present were Alna Braun, Mark 
Kern, Vince Cain, Bob Kelley, Jean Estes and 
Diane Lutes.                      

CHARITABLE MEN / WOMEN Â
‘Future appears to be bright,’ Hannah
claims prior to first Annual Meeting
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE AUGUST 25, 1980

Dinner reservations will be accepted 
through September 2 for the inaugural 
Annual Meeting of the Rend Lake College 
Foundation, which was reactivated last 
November with an organizational gathering 
and plans a membership drive later this fall.

Nearly 100 invitations have been sent 
to current Foundation members for the 
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One of early scholarships
honors Wayne Fitzgerrell
MAY 23, 1984

A scholarship in memory of 
former State Representative 
Wayne Fitzgerrell has been 
established for Rend Lake 
College students through a 
recent donation to the RLC 
Foundation.
Mrs. Wayne Fitzgerrell and 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Junkins 
contributed $5,000 during the 
RLC Foundation’s Sesser 
Fund Drive in order to set up 
the scholarship, which will be 
awarded annually to a Rend 
Lake College student who has 
completed the freshman year 
and will be continuing at the 
Ina-based community college 
the following fall.
Mrs. Junkins, who now lives in 
Tampa, FL, is the sister of the 
late representative.
Fitzgerrel l  suffered fatal 
injuries in an automobile 
accident in 1965 on his way 
t  t e le slat e  el
“Wayne was always very 
interested in education and 
help ing s tudents  obta in 
scholarships,” commented his 
widow, Mildred Fitzgerrell.  “I 
have had people tell me since 
his death that Wayne had 
helped them get scholarships.
“That is one of the main 
reasons why we wanted to do 
this.  We know that if Wayne 
were still alive, he would have 
wanted to be a part of Rend 
Lake College.”
The scholarship will cover 
the cost of tuition for the 
sophomore year.
Accepting the donation on 
behalf of the college and 
RLC Foundation were Dr. 
Harry J. Braun, Rend Lake 
College President, Charles 
Fink, Director of Resource 
Development, and RLCF 
President Ruby Webb.

September 8 dinner meeting.  The public 
also is invited, although reservations must 
be made in advance.  It will be held at 6:30 
p.m. in the Student Center on the Rend Lake 
College Ina campus.

According to Foundation President Har-
old W. “Hank” Hannah, items of importance 
to be covered that evening will include a 
financial report, election of two additional 
Directors to the RLCF Board for three-year 
terms, reports from Financial Development 
Committee Chairman Carl Lincoln Sch-
weinfurth and Membership Development 
Committee Chairman Russell Monroe and 
an overview of the group’s goals and objec-
tives.
 “The Foundation’s future appears to be 
very bright,” Hannah said.  “We look for-
ward to a very good turnout September 8.”
 At least 20 RLC students will benefit di-
rectly this year from projects begun by the 
Foundation.  Nineteen of those students are 
incoming freshmen who were recipients of 
“President’s Scholarships” to cover tuition, 
while the other is a returning sophomore 
“Foundation Scholarship” recipient.

Also presented by the RLC Foundation 
were awards for “Faculty Excellence” in 
the spring (Eleanor Hall) and “Outstanding 
Community Support (Old Ben Coal Co.).”
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE SEPTEMBER 9, 1980

Benton Attorney B.W. Eovaldi and Carl 
Lincoln Schweinfurth of Mt. Vernon were 
elected by acclamation to the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Board of Directors at 
its Annual Dinner meeting Monday night, 
September 8, on the Ina campus.

Fifty-six persons were in attendance, 
almost double the size of a reorganizational 
meeting held last November.  They heard 
progress reports regarding the group’s ac-
tivities since that beginning and looked to 
the future under the leadership of Founda-
tion President Harold W. “Hank” Hannah.

The addition of Eovaldi and Dr. Sch-
weinfurth brought the number of Directors 
from three to five.  Both newcomers were 
among those expressing a sincere interest 
at last year’s meeting and were elected to 
three-year terms, with the seven-member 
board to be filled at next year’s meeting.

“I like the description, ‘charitable men 
and women,’ ” Hannah said of the Founda-
tion’s membership.
 “In my mind, there are three criteria  re-
garding what this Foundation should do,” 
he added.  First, Hannah said, whatever the 
Foundation undertakes should be worth-
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while, as determined by input from people 
at the college.  It also should be something 
which would not be possible to accomplish 
within the college budget.
 “And third, if it is worthwhile and if it 
is something the college can’t do within its 
budget, is it in the realm of possibility for 
this Foundation to accomplish?” Hannah 
asked.  “We want to undertake things that 
are achievable, and at the same time not be 
too modest in our goals.”
 Foundation Treasurer B.J. “Skip” Witun-
ski reported donations totaling $3,450 as of 
September 5, well above a modest first-year 
goal set at $500 last November.  Expendi-
tures amounted to $451.40, including the 
cost of a tuition scholarship for one Rend 
Lake College sophomore.             

PAPER GOODS Â
Local Businessman Kendrick pledges
additional $120,000 to educate needy
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. JULY 10-23, 1995

 Successful Mt. Vernon business and civic 
leader John Kendrick truly wants to become 
a friend indeed for those in need while 
providing opportunity for many others to 
be successes in their own right.
 Kendrick has pledged a substantial  
amount of money to assure a quality, 
postsecondary education for any youth in 
Jefferson County who otherwise might not 
be able to afford such an opportunity.  This 
would include all of the underprivileged 
who qualify under guidelines set by the 
Rend Lake College Foundation.
 His latest pledge to the RLC Foundation 
is in addition to a donation earlier this year 
by Kendrick Paper Stock Company and 
earmarked for scholarships for graduates of 
the Rend Lake College-sponsored “Project 
First Class” program which works with 
minority students in Mt. Vernon grade and 
high schools.
 He sees the “Kendrick Scholars” pro-

gram as an investment in the community 
and a payback for the support he and his 
family have received from Jefferson County.
 “Education is the key,” commented Ken-
drick, the father of three college-educated, 
adult children.
 One of his daughters, Rozalind, gradu-
ated from Rend Lake College in 1976 and 
from Illinois State University.  Daughter 
Debbie Hopgood, who attended Eastern 
Illinois University, works with her father 
as Vice President for Kendrick Paper and 
currently is serving as President of the Jef-
ferson County Liquor Association, which 
also made a major contribution recently to 
the ongoing RLC Foundation “Generations 
of Excellence” capital campaign.  Son Mar-
vin Kendrick graduated from UCLA, played 
football there as a running back as well as 
professionally, went on to earn his Master’s 
Degree and is a university Counselor in 
Portland, OR.
 “Mr. Kendrick would like to see more 
people in Jefferson County with low in-
comes qualified to get good jobs,” explained 
Camille Jones, who has coordinated Rend 
Lake College’s HECA Grant-funded “Project 
First Class” the past six years and will serve 
as the volunteer educational consultant to 
Kendrick Paper under the newest proposal.
 “Mr. Kendrick said he feels something 
is wrong when a large percentage of the 
young black population is uneducated and 
incarcerated.  It is his hope this money will 
provide educational opportunities for both 
poor black and poor white students at the 
postsecondary level.  If we are not able to  al-
leviate many of our social problems through 
education, then the problem does not lie in 
the people, it is in the system itself.”
 “Education is serious business,” empha-
sized Kendrick, who indicated he is willing 
to provide the financial opportunity for 
needy students to “achieve an Associate 
Degree through Rend Lake College, transfer 
to a four-year institution, graduate and then 
return to our community.

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING RECOGNITION
RLCF Director Howard L. Payne  received a Gold Seal
Award for his many contributions.  He is the person 

“who sets the example ” for everyone. / December 2000

INSTITUTE FOR LEARNING IN RETIREMENT
The RLCF Institute for Learning in Retirement is a 
community-based organization of seniors who share 

an interest in continuing learning experiences and 
intellectual stimulation.  The ILR promotes, sponsors 
and coordinates educational programs that enhance 

the community’s quality of life and increases friend-
building through involvement activities. / 1999

ART AUCTION BRINGS IN $12,000
The 5th “Students for Students” Art Auction, upgraded 
with the RLCF’s help, raised $12,000+ for scholarships
thanks in large part by the bidding of Dave Bourland,

Illinois Executive Mansion Curator. / October 2000

WILLIAM L. O’DANIEL (D-54) / Mt. Vernon
DAVID LUECHTEFELD (R-58) / Okawville
RLCF “Community Support” Awards were presented at 
the Annual Dinner to two State Senators who secured 
$200,000 in State of Illinois Member Initiatives for
the Pinckneyville Campus. Mark Kern said both “pledged
their support almost without hesitation.” / December 2000

ANONYMOUS $200,000 DONATION
A Benton woman who died in the past year
left $200,000 anonymously to the Foundation, which 
will establish six annual scholarships. / June 2000

 -  - 

Thanks to Parker, time ripe
to develop RLCF potential
AUGUST 1972

Excerpts from The First Fifteen 
Years (1956-1971) by College
Dean Dr. Howard Rawlinson

Ch. VII  –  THE NUTRIENTS
“. . . Due primarily to the efforts 

 t s a ke , st es e t 
of the Board of Trustees of 
Rend Lake College, a Foun-
dation was established as a 

- t a at  t  t e 
State of Illinois.  Registration 
of this Foundation has been 
kept current, but, to date, no 
activity has been forthcoming 
to develop it, other matters 
having been of greater prior-
ity.  With Phase II construction 
under way and tuition being 
charged, the time might be ripe 
to develop the potential of this 
Foundation.
“The one variable which seems 
to lie more under the control 
of the local citizenry than any 

t e  s e  a e elates 
to funds derived from taxes.  
Federal and state funds will 
be forthcoming as a result of 
cooperative effort with admin-
st at s a  als  t e  
junior colleges within the state.  
It is doubtful if the efforts of any 
one college without the support 
of the other colleges can be 
very effective.  The growth of 
tax funds differ, for they will 
depend to a great degree upon 
the efforts of the citizens within 
the college district.
“It appears the potential de-
(Continued at far right on next page)

ART AUCTION BRINGS IN $12,000
RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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“I want these young people to develop 
the leadership, scholarship and professional 
work ethic necessary to bridge the races and 
help develop educational, social, industrial 
and economic programs needed to continue  
to move our community forward.

“I also expect them to help others as 
they individually grow and gain economic 
security.  They must learn to generate posi-
tive and progressive energy throughout the 
community.”

It is not merely a “give-away program” 
as it might first seem, according to Jones.  It 
is a “student loan” unique in nature.

“This is an investment in young people.  
He expects them to give back to the commu-
nity through such things as volunteerism, 
community service and personal expertise,” 
Jones said.

“It is his hope these students who benefit 
from this offer will some day be in a position 
to send another student to college at their 
own expense.  Mr. Kendrick would like to 
see each of these students reciprocate by 
reaching down and helping someone else 
whenever they can.”

Added Jones, “Mr. Kendrick said he 
cannot provide money to educate the entire 
world, but he can make a difference in Jef-
ferson County.  This is his attempt to bridge 
the cultures within the county.”

“Kendrick Scholars” must have real, ex-
pressed needs to qualify initially, they must 
be academically capable and aspire to be 
four-year college graduates, and they must 
work toward that goal by maintaining at 
least a 2.0 grade-point (“C”) average during 
their college years.

Recipients also must enroll in Rend Lake 
College’s “Volunteerism” course, in which 
they will spend four hours per week giving 
of their time within the community.

As long as students achieve academically 
and focus on graduation, the scholarship 
will be made available to them.  The decision 
to award scholarships will be made on an 
individual need basis, with all students also 
applying for other forms of financial aid.  
“Kendrick Scholars” money will go toward 
tuition, fees and books only.  Students who 
are unsuccessful academically will forfeit 
their ability to reapply.

The money provided should help about 
15 students each of the next four years.  How 
many more might benefit, and for how many 
years, will depend on the future success of 
Kendrick Paper, which specializes in recy-
cling.                     

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES Â
Pledge of major gift from Mariah Boats
founder payback for child’s $5 shoes
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1994

Thanks to a $100,000 gift pledged to 
Rend Lake College, presented Thursday 
night (December 15) by Mariah Boats, Inc. 
Founder and President Jimmy J. Fulks, 
more students will now be able to receive 
the quality of education they must have to 
meet the challenges of tomorrow.

Fulks, who joined the RLC Foundation 
within the past year as a member of its Board 
of Directors, demonstrated the Benton firm’s 
5 1/2-year commitment to quality and excel-
lence at the Annual Dinner meeting which 
boasted around 325 in attendance at the 
Ramada Hotel in Mt. Vernon.

In doing so, Mariah Boats, Inc. matched 
the “lead” gift last week from Continental 
A.G., General Tire, Inc. and GTY Tire Com-
pany and a similar donation announced 
Thursday night, also, from Bank of Illinois.

The major gifts, along with $750,000-plus 
raised in the past year with help from an 
“Endowed Challenge Grant”from the U.S. 
Department of Education and other signifi-
cant contributions, place the college better 
than a fourth of the way toward meeting a 
five-year, $4 million “Generations of Excel-
lence” Capital Campaign goal.

Fulks called RLC an “asset to the com-
munity” in his testimonial appearance in 
the campaign’s promotional video.
 “The administration there, from the 
President on down, is willing to do any-
thing that we ask them . . . or try to design 
something if they don’t do it.  I’m fascinated 
that they have got that attitude up there to 
work with industry.  They are an asset to the 
community,” he commented.

Fulks reiterated those thoughts during 
the Annual Dinner.  “Rend Lake College 
is important to Southern Illinois and it has 
been important to my company,” noted the 
emotional donor.

Fulks recalled “very few opportunities 
and not many privileges” growing up on a 
sharecropper’s farm in Arkansas.  

He indicated he will never forget a kind 
lady who took a young man to the store to 
buy him a new pair of $5 shoes one winter.  
“I said back then I would pay back that $5 
a million times over,” a misty-eyed Fulks 
shared with the audience.  “This is part of 
my payback.  I hope this creates some op-
portunities for some other people.”   

velopment brought about by 
the creation of Rend Lake has 
just begun to happen.  If, as 
many citizens within the district 
believe, the Lake will attract 
more business and industry to 
this part of the state, if the in-
come of the citizens rises as a 
result of reaching a higher edu-
cational level, if new homes 
and businesses are built, then 
the assessed valuation of the 
district is sure to rise.  
“Unless enrollment of the col-
lege outstrips growth of the 
district, the assessed valuation 
per student should also rise.  In 
the long run, it is the number 
of dollars available for educa-
tional effort for each student 
t at e es t e k   -
gram which can be developed.  
“Now that the tender plant 
which was Mt. Vernon Com-
munity College has become 
Rend Lake College, has sur-
vived several transplantings 
and is situated in its permanent 
location, now that strenuous 
rain dances have been per-
formed and sacrifices have 
been made to propitiate the 
proper gods, some rain has 
fallen  –  not so much as one 
would like  –  but there are 
new rain clouds on the horizon 
and, hopefully, the plant will 
e e e s e t st e a  

the proper nutrients can be 
added to guarantee strong and 
healthy growth for the future.”

 -  - 

‘Keep them challenged’
BOARD MINUTES OCTOBER 2, 2001

Mark Kern re: the North Cen-
tral Evaluation:  “The Chair of 
this team had a very active 
and good Foundation at his 
college and he said to this 
Foundation,  ‘I don’t have any 
suggestions to make other 
than just make sure you keep 
them challenged.’  That is quite 
a compliment to this group.”
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 RLC President Mark S. Kern is a member 
of the mutual-admiration society, returning 
the compliment by noting, “I have tre-
mendous respect for Jimmy Fulks.  He is a 
self-made businessman running one of the 
highest quality and largest boat companies  
–  which he started  –  in the world.
 “We have done training for Mariah Boats  
in the past and I am sure we will have a con-
tinuous relationship that will be beneficial 
to both of us.”
 Added Kern, “Jim himself is a very com-
passionate person who has not forgotten 
where he came from.  He wants the money 
used for scholarships to provide opportuni-
ties for other people.
 “Jim is the newest member of our Foun-
dation Board, and the fact he stepped right 
in with a major ‘lead’ gift is tremendous.” 
 In less than six years, Mariah Boats, Inc. 
has become one of the top five stern drive 
boat builders in the world.  “If not currently 
the largest independent stern drive manu-
facturer, Mariah plans to secure that position 
during the 1995 model year,”according to 
Chief Financial Officer Guy W. Coons.
 The plant’s work force of over 350 em-
ployees is expected to grow to more than 
450 within the coming year.  Production, 
which was at an all-time high in 1994 with 
18 boats per day coming off the assembly 
line, should exceed 22 boats per day in 1995.
 Mariah boasts a 200,000-square-foot fa-
cility located on a 40-acre site in the Benton 
Airport Industrial Park.  Over $5 million was 
invested in the facility, inventory, tooling, 
research and development at the time of its 
completion in December 1989.
 Temporary facilities had allowed the 
company to produce its first boat in May 
1989.  By September of that year, four models 
were completed.  The total is over 20 models 
today, “each equipped like no other boat in 
the world,” Coons noted.
 Fulks began his operation by assembling 
a management team which claimed over 
300 years of cumulative experience in the 
manufacturing of recreational boats.  Fulks 
himself is a veteran of over 25 years in the 
marine manufacturing business and has 
worked for Ouachita Marine, the largest 

manufacturer of aluminum and fiberglass 
fishing boats in the world, and Celebrity 
Boats, Inc., as the Executive Vice President 
and stockholder.
 “With Mariah,” Fulks said, “we adopted 
a strong philosophy: strive to build ‘the 
finest family pleasure boats ever built’ 
and  ‘equip them like no other boat in the 
world.’  We also knew Mariah Boats, Inc. 
would have to be competitive, responsive 
and decisive to the needs of the marketplace 
and the needs of its dealer network.”
 “During a period of adverse economic 
conditions, both for the boating industry 
as well as the nation, Mariah become the 
fastest-growing stern drive manufacturer in 
the world,” Coons indicated.  “While other 
industries and other manufacturers were 
experiencing sizable declines in growth, 
Mariah consistently grew.”
 For the 1994 model year, Mariah Boats, 
Inc. experienced a 62 percent growth and is 
currently expanding its factory to accom-
modate the additional increase it has expe-
rienced since the introduction of its current 
models.  Mariah Boats, Inc., Coons says with 
extreme pride, “has quickly earned a reputa-
tion in the industry for quality, innovation 
and integrity.  Its direction was accurate and 
its image is untarnished.
 “With great conviction, Mariah, its man-
agement and its employees are dedicated to 
its motto of ‘building the finest boat ever 
produced.”                   

PINCKNEYVILLE CENTER REALITY Â
Double-duty ... Community Support
honors to O’Daniel and Luechtefeld
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 7, 2000

 In the same manner in which one legis-
lator promised discretionary funds toward 
a Rend Lake College building project and 
a colleague matched that figure, the RLC 
Foundation has doubled the number of its 
“Outstanding Community Support” recipi-
ents.

 -  - 

Chow donations to establish 
new Athletic Training Room
RLC NEWS RELEASE JUNE 1998

Dr. James Chow, an Ortho-
paedic Surgeon in Mt. Vernon, 
a  s e a a e e, 

a, a e  t e a al 
support and some equipment 
for the establishment of a new 
Athletic Training Room at Rend 
Lake College.
Renovation work already is 
under way in the former men’s 
Physical Education locker area 
in James “Hummer” Waugh 
Gymnasium.  With students 
and the general public now tak-
ing advantage of changing and 
shower facilities in the adjacent 
RLC Aquatics Center, the old 
area is being divided into a 
separate baseball locker room 
and the athletic training area.
A $2,000 gift by the Chows 
will help supply the facility 
with training tables, whirlpool, 
electrical stimulation machine, 
ultrasound equipment, hy-
droculator, ice machine and 
supplies.  The work, which is 
being done by the college’s 
maintenance staff, is expected 
to be completed by the end of 
the summer, in time for the 
1998-99 athletic seasons.
The Orthopaedic Clinic of Mt. 
Vernon, a physical rehabilita-
tion center in which Chow is 
one of two medical doctors, 
provides free sports medicine 
clinics for local coaches and 
athletes on a weekly basis.
During the past year, the clinic 
also made Trainer Don Rob-
bins available free of charge 
to the Warrior/Lady Warrior 
athletic programs on a regular 
basis, particularly on game 
days.

THE HITTING ZONE OPENS
It did not take long for baseball prospects in Southern
Illinois to discover The Hitting Zone at RLC . . . a new 
training complex dedicated to the enhancement of base-
ball/softball skills and the physical well-being of athletes 
age 9-plus.  The RLCF-funded facility opened Fall 2002.

STAFF CLOCK TOWER DEDICATED
The new centerpiece of the Rend Lake College campus, 

a Staff Clock Tower, was dedicated and donors who 
made it possible were recognized – representing staff,

faculty, Trustees and retirees. / September 15, 2002

KUHNS DONATE TO RETIREMENT INSTITUTE
Husband and wife participants Paula R. (Mace) Kuhn 
and George J. Kuhn contribute $10,000 to be used 
toward programming for the RLC Foundation’s Insti-
tute for Learning in Retirement. / March 2003

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE

(Continued at far right on next page)
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“We have developed a good 
working relationship with Dr. 
Chow and Robbins, who was 
the driving force behind the 
establishment of this train-
ing room,” commented RLC 
Athletic Director and Men’s 
Basketball Coach Tim Wills.
“They work with our athletes 
regarding both the prevention 
and rehabilitation of injuries.  
Some of the equipment in the 
new facility will be for use strict-
ly by the trainers when they are 
here working with our athletes, 
and some the coaches will be 
able to use on a regular basis 
with our athletes to speed up 
the healing process.”
Added Wills:  “The new train-
ing room, along with the hot 
tub and the hydrotherapy pool 
in the Aquatics Center, are 
eall   t  be be e al 

to the Athletic Department 
in terms of rehabilitation.  All 
of it together is going to help 
our injured athletes recover 
quicker;  the sooner you can 
get them healthy again and 
back competing, the better off 
everyone is.”
“We are most grateful for the 
generous donation by Dr. 
Chow and the interest shown in 
our program and in our athletes 
by him and his staff, especially 
Don Robbins.”

 State Senators William L. “Bill” O’Daniel 
(D-54) of Mt. Vernon and David Luechtefeld 
(R-58) of Okawville became only the third 
and fourth individuals to be so honored 
when they were saluted during Thursday 
evening’s RLC Foundation Annual Dinner 
at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.
 The two Southern Illinois Senators 
worked together for the good of the cause 
to ensure Rend Lake College’s Pinckneyville 
Center will become a reality in the next 
year.  Each recently promised $200,000 in 
available State of Illinois funding, otherwise 
known as “member initiatives,” for the new 
educational training facility.
 The $400,000 total represents approxi-
mately half of the anticipated total of the 
construction project.
 Luechtefeld and O’Daniel pledged their 
financial support “almost without hesita-
tion,” RLC President Mark S. Kern recalled 
at the time of the announcement in July.
 Luechtefeld emphasized the cooperative 
spirit between all of those who made things 
happen.  Different districts.  Different par-
ties.  It made no difference.  “This shows 
the good working relationships we have in 
Southern Illinois,” Luechtefeld noted.  “I 
wasn’t sure it could happen, but I’m glad 
to be a part of it.  I believe this is just the 
start of a lot of good things that are going 
to happen between Rend Lake College and 
this community.”
 O’Daniel reiterated those thoughts and 
praised the role community colleges play.  
There are five such institutions within his 
12-county district, compared to none di-
rectly in any of the seven counties served 
by Luechtefeld.  “In terms of retraining our 
people, there is nothing as valuable as our 
community colleges,” commented O’Daniel.  
“There is nothing I get more enjoyment 
out of than working with our educational 
institutions at all levels.”
 The “Outstanding Community Support” 
Award is not presented every year.  The last 
individual saluted was Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative Director of Marketing Bruce 
Barkau in 1998.  NAPA Auto Parts Owner 
John H. Wininger was recipient of the first 
“Community Support” Award the previous 
year.
 Both legislators were presented with a 
plaque from an appreciative Kern.
 As he said, O’Daniel has long been an 
advocate of community colleges statewide, 
in general, and of one of his in-district insti-
tutions, Rend Lake College, in particular.

 The Honorable Bill O’Daniel is in his 
fourth full term as a member of the Illinois 
State Senate following his appointment in 
1985.  He was elected by an overwhelming 
margin in 1986 to a two-year term and was 
reelected to four-year terms in 1988, 1992 
and 1996.
 O’Daniel is recognized as one of the 
state’s foremost authorities on issues related 
to agriculture and is serving as Democratic 
spokesperson of the Senate Agriculture and 
Conservation Committee and as a member 
of the Senate Transportation Committee 
during the 90th General Assembly.  He 
also is a member of the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules;  Illinois Forestry De-
velopment Council;  Swine Disease Control 
Advisory Committee;  Agricultural Export 
Advisory Committee;  Interagency Rail Pas-
senger Advisory Council, and Board of State 
Fair Advisors.
 O’Daniel is a full-time legislator today 
after years as a farmer and manager of a 
river terminal.  The Southern Illinois native 
is a World War II veteran who was awarded 
the Purple Heart, Bronze Star and Presiden-
tial Unit Citation.  A member of the Illinois 
House from 1974-77, he was appointed in 
1977 by President Jimmy Carter to serve as 
State Executive Director of the Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
 With Hall of Fame credentials for his 
illustrious athletic career as both a player 
and longtime coach, the Honorable David 
Luechtefeld has been making a name for 
himself in legislative circles since joining 
the Illinois State Senate in 1995.  He is Vice-
Chair of the State Government Operations 
Committee and serves on the Agriculture 
and Conservation Committee and Licensed 
Activities Committee.
 In his five-year political career, Luech-
tefeld has fought to bring more jobs to 
Southern Illinois and keep neighborhoods 
safe with a get-tough attitude on crime;  
worked to ensure children receive a qual-
ity education and schools receive adequate 
funding, and sponsored the historic educa-
tion funding reform law.
 Luechtefeld is a graduate of Okawville 
High School, Saint Louis University and  
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville.  
He retired as a Social Studies Teacher after 
32 years at Okawville but remained as 
Basketball Coach, a position he held for 38 
seasons before giving it up this year.  He 
was Athletic Director for 33 of those years 

 -  - 

Training Room (cont.)
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In ’04, RLCF one of 150
with $1 million in assets
BOARD WORKSHOP JUNE 25, 2004

During its Annual Board Work-
shop, the Rend Lake College 
Board of Trustees was in-
formed there are about 1,200 
two-year community colleges 
in the U.S.  Of that total, only 
150 boast foundations with 
assets of $1 million or more.  
RLC Foundation assets, they 
learned, are now $3M-plus.



38 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

2003    –     2004 2004     –     2005

 -  - 

Tri-County Director Barkau
follows in Hinman footsteps
NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1998

No organization ever lost a bet-
ter friend than the Rend Lake 
College Foundation  did with 
the death of Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative General Manager 
Jim Hinman 2 1/2 years ago.
Hinman had served previ-
ously as President of the RLC 
Foundation Board of Directors 
and was a member of the 
Rend Lake College Board of 
Trustees at that time.
The relationship between the 
Ina-based community college 
and Tri-County Electric has 
continued to prosper, how-
ever, thanks in large part to 
Hinman’s successor, Marcia 
Scott, and especially to his 
former right-hand man, Bruce 
Barkau.
Barkau, Director of Marketing 
for Tri-County Electric Co-op, 
e ta l  as ste e   t  ll 

some of the void.
For his efforts during the past 
year-plus to secure a state-
of-the-industry, geothermal 
heating and cooling training 
system for the college’s Indus-
trial Technology Department 
and a similar working system 
in the new RLC Foundation 
Children’s Center, Barkau 
was saluted for “Outstanding 
Community Support” during 
Tuesday’s Annual Dinner.  He 
was presented a plaque from 
the college and Foundation 
by Executive Director Pat 
Mitchell.
Both the training component 
and the Children’s Center unit 
actually were donated by the 
manufacturer, WaterFurnace 
International, Inc., but Barkau 

and Baseball Coach for 27 years.  Recipient 
of the Saint Louis U. Hall of Fame Distin-
guished Alumni Award, he is recognized as 
a member of the Illinois Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame, Illinois Baseball 
Coaches Hall of Fame and Illinois Basketball 
Players Hall of Fame.                        

PINCKNEYVILLE BANDWAGON Â
Inspired again, Bill and Mary Roe
start ‘community endowment’ aid
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. AUGUST 26, 2002

 A month before its official opening, the 
Rend Lake College Murphy-Wall Pinck-
neyville Campus already is proving to be an 
inspiration to the Perry County educational 
community.
 Rend Lake College Dean of Student 
Services Mary Roe and her husband, Dr. 
Charles “Bill” Roe, a member of the RLC 
Foundation Board of Directors, have 
stepped forward once again with connec-
tions to two major gifts.
 • A donation from the Roes will serve as 
the lead gift in establishing a “community 
endowment” to provide student scholar-
ships for Pinckneyville-area students.  The 
Roes are encouraging others to contribute 
to this worthwhile cause as well.
 • Mary Roe also has encouraged her 
father, retired Attorney and former State’s 
Attorney Lloyd Middleton, to make a major 
gift donation toward the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus in memory of his 
wife and her mother, Florence Middleton, 
who died in October.
 Previously, Bill and Mary Roe were 
responsible for starting the Jane Waugh 
Memorial Scholarship and have continued 
to give to that fund, in recognition of the 
youngest daughter of longtime Rend Lake 
College faculty member and coach, Jim 
Waugh, and his wife, former Developmental 
Instructor at RLC and Big Muddy River C.C. 
Lila Waugh.  Jane Waugh was killed in an 
automobile accident in 1995.
 The “Pinckneyville Community Endow-
ment” bandwagon already boasts company.
 That would include the other current 
member of the RLCF Board from Pinck-
neyville, Dr. Gene Stotlar and wife Ramona, 
and Mike and Dixie Travelstead, owners/

operators of Red Hawk Country Club.
 In addition, Harrisonville Telephone Co., 
one of seven local partners of First Cellular 
of Southern Illinois, donated $5,000 to help 
fund construction of the new educational 
facility and training center.
 Endowed scholarships are perpetual 
in nature and provide ongoing financial 
assistance for future students.  Only the in-
terest is used annually to cover scholarships 
awarded.
 “We have had many wonderful contri-
butions over the years from Pinckneyville 
people,” noted Rend Lake College Founda-
tion Executive Director Pat Mitchell.  “In 
fact, the Roes already had reached the major 
gift level and had received the Bronze Seal 
award for past contributions.
 “These recent contributions are especially 
significant considering the opening of our 
new $1 million outreach center.  Raising 
money for scholarships for Pinckneyville-
area students is more important than ever,” 
Mitchell added.
 Mary Roe is a Past-President of the 
Pinckneyville Community High School 
Board of Education and was serving on the 
RLCF Board of Directors at the time she 
was hired full-time in 1988 to coordinate the 
Vocational Special Needs program.  Prior to 
being named to the Dean’s position, she was 
responsible for establishing and directing 
the highly successful Student Transfer and 
Retention Support (STARS) grant project.
 She was named Dean of Student Services 
in 1999.  As such, she is one of five top-level 
administrators reporting directly to RLC 
President Mark S. Kern.
 “Nobody is more highly respected in the 
community than Bill Roe,” a Murphy-Wall 
State Bank official said of an individual who 
sits on boards of both proactive community 
organizations.  
 Bill Roe followed his father, Wilson 
Roe, on the Murphy-Wall Board.  He also 
is a member of the Perry County Board of 
Health, the Pinckneyville Hospital and the 
Cemetery Board.
 The Roes are parents of three PCHS vale-
dictorians now successful in their own right.  
Dr. David Roe is in his last year of a Pulmon-
ology Fellowship in Indianapolis.  Daughter (Continued at far right on next page)
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was the individual most re-
sponsible for making it happen.
Rend Lake College was one 
of five community colleges/
vocational-technical schools 
in downstate Illinois selected 
to receive the WaterFurnace 
International training equip-
ment donation, and the only 
one south of Mattoon.  Schools 
were chosen based on their 
offering of Heating and Air 
Conditioning courses and 
their commitment to utilize 
the equipment in the training 
curriculum.
In addition, both Tri-County 
and WaterFurnace agreed to 
provide technical assistance 
in the proper installation of the 
equipment.
Rend Lake College continues 
to save nearly $100,000 annu-
ally through a special arrange-
ment with Tri-County Electric 
for interruptible service.  Under 
the agreement, the power sup-
plier can call on RLC  –  one 
of its major users  –  to shut 
down occasionally during peak 
usage times in extreme hot or 
cold conditions statewide.
In 1991, the RLC Foundation 
recognized Tri-County Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. with its 12th 
Annual “Community Support” 
Award at Commencement.
Five years later, in memory 
of the co-op’s former head, 
college officials established 
an endowed “Jim Hinman 
Scholarship.”
In addition to his involvement 
with these projects, Barkau 
was a member of the Southern 
Illinois Farm Show Committee 
which established an endowed 
scholarship with remaining 
funds when that annual show-
case no longer was held.
He represented the Greater 
Jefferson County Home Build-
ers Association as well at the 
most recent RLC Foundation 
Annual Scholarship Dinner.

Sarah Sise is an Attorney with the St. Louis 
firm of Bryan Cave.  Daughter Julie Roe, a 
distinguished All-America basketball player 
and student-athlete previously for Millikin 
University, now works for the National 
Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) as 
Director of Student-Athlete Reinstatement.                 

MORE PINCKNEYVILLE Â
City, hospital and others helping 
open doors for Perry Countians
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. AUGUST 26, 2002

Rend Lake College is celebrating 35 
years in existence.  But never before has the 
comprehensive community college enjoyed 
a greater presence in Pinckneyville, Perry 
County and the southwestern-most section 
of Community College District 521 than it 
now does.

And there are a lot of people to thank for 
that.

The big players in this scenario are ob-
vious and have been recognized for their 
efforts . . . the State of Illinois, through the 
generosity of State Senator William L. “Bill” 
O’Daniel (D-54) and State Senator David 
Luechtefeld (R-58), along with Murphy-
Wall State Bank and an anonymous friend 
of the long-standing Perry County financial 
institution.

Add to this list student scholarship do-
nors like Dr. Charles W. “Bill” and Mary Roe, 
Dr. Gene and Ramona Stotlar and Mike and 
Dixie Travelstead.  Also, Pinckneyville Cam-
pus contributor, Attorney Lloyd Middleton, 
on behalf of his late wife, Florence;  they are 
the parents of RLC Dean of Student Services 
Mary Roe.

Now take a few minutes to applaud other 
noteworthy donors . . .

• With the facility nearing completion 
and college administrators still not certain 
how or when the roadway entrance would 
become a reality, E.T. Simonds Construction 
Company of Carbondale stepped forward 
to make an in-kind proposal no one could 
refuse:

The successful bidder for the parking lot 
agreed to do the entrance at Illinois Route 
154 at cost.  Not only that, but a semi-retired 
former Simonds Chief Engineer, Dale Usher, 
was responsible for suggesting other cost-
cutting measures by using different materi-
als and altering the original entrance design.

An original estimate of nearly $84,000 
became $47,128, thanks to the generosity of 
Bill Simonds, who runs the company.  His 
sister, Gayl Pyatt, is a Pinckneyville Attorney.

“They were most generous in doing 
this.  They didn’t have to do it,” explained 
Pat Mitchell, Executive Director of the RLC 
Foundation.

• City of Pinckneyville officials, headed 
by the late Kirwan Heisner, Mayor, cement-
ed the deal by deeding land in the Industrial 
Park for construction of the RLC Murphy-
Wall Pinckneyville Campus.

That done, the city later donated the 
culvert in front of the building, another 
goodwill gesture valued at approximately 
$1,200.

• In a beneficial-for-all agreement, Rend 
Lake College recently entered into the Pinck-
neyville Community Hospital Scholarship 
Program.  The proposal, described as a “win-
win” opportunity, went into effect July 1.

Benefits will include the college’s Allied 
Health program providing an employment 
pool of qualified nurses for the health care 
facility, while the hospital in turn makes 
educational opportunities available to stu-
dents through scholarship assistance (at an 
average cost of $4,000 per student).  Under 
contractual arrangements, hospital recruit-
ers will choose from a pool of scholarship 
applicants, who in turn would agree to 
work part-time during the academic year 
and then be committed to work full-time 
for a minimum of one year at Pinckneyville 
Community Hospital upon graduation.

The RLC Foundation will monitor the 
program, with Pinckneyville Commu-
nity Hospital officials pledging at least five 
“employee-building” scholarships for five 
years.

Response was so great this first year, 
in fact, seven scholarships were funded 
totalling $25,500  –  two Associate Degree 
Nursing students training to be Registered 
Nurses and five Practical Nursing candi-
dates selected from a pool of 18.  “The first-
year response was overwhelming,”admitted 
Mitchell.

Jackie Malinski, Director of Nursing in 
the Skilled Care Unit, indicated the pro-
gram relieves students of financial concerns 
initially and guarantees a full-time position 
following graduation.  She told a reporter, 
“It also guarantees the hospital has a steady 
staff of nurses.  It’s really a situation where 
everybody wins.  Because they have worked 
at the hospital already on a part-time basis, 
(these nurses) already have the orientation 
program out of the way when they begin 
full-time employment.  That is one of the 
toughest things to get out of the way.”

 -  - 

Tri-County’s Barkau (cont.)
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Merry Christmas, Dana ...
Withers donates $25,000
RLC NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1995

Rend Lake College was a 
relative newcomer when Russ 

t e s st sta te  kee  a 
watchful eye on the two-year 
community college.  He has 
made it his job to do so since 
1972, st e ea s a te  t e 
educational institution was 
created.
Withers must like what he sees, 
because Thursday evening 
(December 14) it was an-
nounced the founder of Withers 
Broadcasting Companies and 
Mt. Vernon civic pacesetter is 
donating $25,000 to the RLC 
Foundation’s “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign.
Withers has spent the past 
year assisting good friend Sam 
Mateer, General Chairman of 
fund-raising efforts, in soliciting 
community backing.  He was 
serving as Master of Ceremo-
nies for the RLC Foundation’s 
15th Annual Dinner at the time 
of the announcement before 
almost 400 college supporters 
at the Mt. Vernon Ramada.
A master at mixing humor with 
a touch of reality, Withers told 
of the West Virginia lottery 
winner who won $20 million 
recently “but said he was going 
to have to keep on working.  He 
had three children in college.”
As for the contribution, he 
called it “so small, you could 
put it under miscellaneous in-
come” when compared to that 
of many others. “(Daughter) 
Dana asked me what I was 
going to get her for Christmas.  
There it is,” Withers alluded to 
the RLC Foundation gift in jest.
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 [Hospital officials in 2003 opted to fund 
their recipients for a second year as well.
 PCH provides a plethora of services, 
including medical/surgical nursing care, 
ambulatory surgery, emergency care, labora-
tory services, nuclear medicine, electrocar-
diograms, mammography, Home Health, 
Hospice, mobile MRI services and numerous 
others.
 The hospital also hosts several specialty 
clinics on a regular basis, including cardiol-
ogy, podiatry, oncology, vascular services, 
orthopaedics, pain control and more.] 
 • Dr. Allen Y. Baker, a founding Trustee 
from Pinckneyville for whom the Adminis-
tration Building on the Ina campus already 
is named.  The retired optometrist who now 
lives in Florida has donated considerable 
property and art work previously to the 
Rend Lake College Foundation.  Both an an-
tique automobile and real estate he donated 
were sold and the money used to establish 
scholarships.
 Recently, Baker designated a planned 
gift.  Mitchell calls “planned giving” the “ul-
timate gift, because you are leaving a legacy 
after you are gone so others can benefit.”
 • Harrisonville Telephone Co., which 
serves Monroe County and parts of Ran-
dolph and St. Clair counties, stepped for-
ward early with a $5,000 monetary contribu-
tion to help furnish and equip the facility.
 “Harrisonville Telephone and First 
Cellular are proud to give back to our 
communities,”said H.R. Gentsch, Harri-
sonville Telephone President.  “Continuing 
education from community colleges like 
Rend Lake College is the key to growth and 
economic prosperity for Southern Illinois.”                 

CHALLENGE MET Â
Pinckneyville Campus addition allows 
for complete degree program at ‘home’
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE

 PINCKNEYVILLE  –  Rend Lake College 
and its Foundation broke ground today on 
an expansion to the college’s Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus. The addition of a 
science laboratory and computer center – 
expected to be complete when classes begin 
in August  –  will make it possible for RLC 

to offer students a complete degree program 
from the satellite campus. 
 Funded entirely through outside contri-
butions, the project is truly an investment 
in the community, by the community. “We 
wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for the 
contributors for this building,” RLC Foun-
dation CEO Pat Kern said. 
 “The expansion we are celebrating to-
day is because of some of the citizens of 
Pinckneyville who have chosen to give their 
time, share their resources and invest in the 
future of so many,” said the city’s Mayor, 
Joe Holder. 
 RLC President Charley D. Holstein told 
the crowd the ceremony not only initiates 
the construction phase of a project started 
more than a year ago, but ushers in an era 
of increased opportunity for the future of 
Pinckneyville. 
 “I think it’s important to understand why 
we are here  –  opportunity, students and 
what additions like this and campuses like 
this do for the community,” Holstein said. 
 The project started in February of last 
year when retired Pinckneyville Physician 
Dr. Gene Stotlar challenged his fellow mem-
bers on the Foundation Board of Directors 
at his final meeting with them. He chal-
lenged them to do more with the satellite 
campus by making it possible for students 
to complete all the required classes toward a 
baccalaureate-transferring Associate Degree 
from RLC.
 But with the uncertain status of state 
funding for higher education, the college 
was not in a position financially to make 
funds available for new brick and mortar, 
Holstein explained. 
 “That was addressed with the Founda-
tion Board from the beginning,” he said. “It 
was just amazing to sit back and watch re-
ally good leaders go out into the community 
and . . . make people understand what this 
would do to provide opportunities for their 
community.”  
 “Then, at the end of the day when the 
bids came in and it seemed like we were 
going to be short on funds, we went back 
to the Foundation Board and through their 
generosity they made funds available to 

$25,000 ‘CHALLENGE GRANT II’ LEAD GIFT
A Gold Seal Award was presented to President/CEO

Terry Addington and First Cellular of Southern Illinois,
which reached the $50,000 standard in giving earlier

and is now at $93,500 following a $25,000 lead gift 
in the “Challenge Grant II” campaign. / December 2005

DR. LUCHSINGER LEAVES FARM TO COLLEGE
Beloved English Professor Dr. Barbara Luchsinger, who 
boasted nearly 50 years with Mt. Vernon Community 
College and Rend Lake College prior to her death Novem-
ber 17, left her 246-acre farm in Dix to the college,
it was announced at the Annual Dinner. / December 2005

FOUNDATION TIMELINE

(Continued at far right on next page)



  EXCELLENCE IN FOUNDATIONS  AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  41  

It was in 1972 that Withers 
purchased WMIX AM-FM Ra-
dio station in Mt. Vernon.  He 
has built it into a 50,000-watt 
FM station covering Southern 
Illinois.  His daughter, Dana R. 
Withers, operates WQRL-FM 
in Benton.
W. Russell Withers Jr. also 
owns Page Companies, an 
insurance agency, income tax 
a  eal estate  l ate   
Mt. Vernon and has served as 
Chairman of the Mt. Vernon 
Airport Authority for the past 
seven years, Board Chairman 
for the Mt. Vernon Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau and 
member of the Crimestoppers 
of Jefferson County Board.
Withers Broadcasting, in ad-
dition to WMIX, also takes 
in several other radio and 
television stations, including 
100,000-watt KGMO-FM and 
KAPE-AM in his native Cape 
Girardeau, MO.  Other stations 
are WDTV Channel 5, a CBS 
a l ate  est - la ksb , 
WV;  KOKX AM-FM in Keokuk, 
IA, and three Colorado-based 
television stations, covering 
the entire Western Slope of 
Colorado and parts of Utah 
and New Mexico.
He also has owned KAVU-TV 

a el 2 , a  B  a l ate 
in Victoria, TX, since 1990;  
built KNAL AM in Victoria, TX, 
this past year, and purchased 
KVSF AM, a 60-year-old sta-
tion in Santa Fe, NM, in 1995.

s e e s es ea    
16-year board member, he is 
serving a fourth term as Chair-
man of the Mutual Broadcast-

 ste s l ate s  
Board in Washington, D.C.
He is National Chair of the 
Television/Radio Political Ac-
tion Committee for the National 
Association of Broadcasters 
and is listed in Who’s Who 
in America;  Finance and 
Industry, and Entertainment.

ensure the construction that will take place 
here  –  and those opportunities  –  wouldn’t 
be side-railed.” 
 Holstein said students are already begin-
ning to sign up for the new classes. Cur-
rently, students must take science lab classes 
at the Ina campus. 
 “We owe it to them to get busy . . . and 
get this built,” Holstein added. 
 “I’m going to show my gratitude by 
being one of the first people to sign up 
for classes,” said Josh Lowe, a 2010 Pinck-
neyville High School graduate now in his 
second semester at the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus. 
 Lowe said he attends the campus five 
days a week and cannot make the 74-mile, 
round-trip to Ina for science classes toward 
his degree. 
 “You’re not just building a science lab,” 
he said to the audience this morning. “It’s 
not just bricks and mortar. You’re building a 
path for the youth of this community . . .  that 
leads to success. On behalf of the youth of 
this community, I’d like to say, ‘Thank you.’ 
Thank you for providing us with tools and 
the opportunity to succeed.” 
 When the project was first considered, 
the science lab, computer center and break 
area were estimated at $500,000. The com-
puter center and break area were trimmed 
from the project, bringing the cost down 
to $400,000. However, at the RLC Founda-
tion’s Annual Dinner last December, Kern 
announced that, dovetailing on the high 
levels of support shown by Pinckneyville 
residents, the Foundation would borrow the 
remaining $100,000 to complete the project 
as it was originally conceived. 
 Greg Hollmann, a Science Associate Pro-
fessor at the college, said today, “Ground-
breaking is a celebration of RLC connecting 
with one of its communities. At Rend Lake 
College, it’s the people of our community 
who bind us and give us our connectedness.” 
 Contributors who made this connection 
possible include Peabody Coal, Dr. Gene 
and Ramona Stotlar, Bill Crawford, the 
Engelhardt Family Foundation, Murphy-
Wall State Bank, David and Nancy Bigham, 
David and Deborah Crawford, Phyllis E. 
Crawford, Virginia Mason, Dr. Bill and Mary 
Roe, Janet Schwartz, Thomas A. Denton Jr., 
Rick and Cindy Luke, Mary Pericolosi, Perry 
County Market Place, Kevin Pyatt, Chad 
and Cheri Rushing, Seibert and Bigham, 
Roger Seibert, T.D.S. Services Inc. - Tina 
Short, Stotlar Drug Company Inc., Bonnie 

Tolbert and Heather Bauersachs.
 Also, Jack Davis, Roger and Linda Den-
ton, Peg Doughty, Salle Hasse, Paul and 
Christina Kuberski, Robert Marlow, McDan-
iel Metals Inc., Perry Pointe Development 
LLC, Pinckneyville Hardware Inc., Gayl 
Pyatt, Virginia Richart, Eunice Ritter, Dean 
Smith, Walgreens Distribution, James A. 
Wittenauer, Marty and Susan Davis, Clayton 
Emling, Wilma Guy, Dr. Wayne Hawkins, 
Tom Hudgins, Larry J. Pfau, Shamrock Real 
Estate, the State Farm Foundation and Joann 
Templeton. 
 “It was not too difficult because we had 
a lot of people who believe in this project,” 
Dr. Gene Stotlar said of raising funds for the 
expansion. 
 “. . . Our country and our well-being is 
centered on education. If you don’t have 
education you are kind of going to be out of 
luck. We are blessed that kids are wanting 
to get an education and further blessed that 
Rend Lake is in on it. It’s going to happen. 
It’s going to happen right here.”

SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT Â
Former doubter Lewis: ‘I don’t know
now what we would do without RLC’
BENTON EVENING NEWS FEBRUARY 1998
BY JIM MUIR, STAFF WRITER

The Rend Lake College Foundation is 
reaping the rewards of an investment that 
was made by a group of Franklin County 
doctors more than three decades ago.

The Franklin County Medical Society 
implemented a program in 1963 to admin-
ister Type I oral polio vaccines on a county-
wide basis.

The vaccine was given on a sugar cube or 
in a solution, and did away with individuals 
taking injections.

Dr. Harry Lewis, who has practiced in 
Benton for 44 years and served as Secretary 
of the society, was involved in the massive 
immunization program.

Lewis said centers were set up in 18 dif-
ferent communities in the county, usually in 
schools.

Lewis explained that the “new” vaccine 
given in 1963 was somewhat of a break-
through because it offered lifetime immu-
nization against polio and also because it 
required no yearly booster.

Each dose of the vaccine cost 10 cents, 
Lewis said, while the medical society asked 
for a donation of 25 cents to cover costs.

“If an individual didn’t have the 25 
cents, they still got the vaccine,” Lewis said.  

 -  - 

Withers donates (cont.)
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Donation by Kuhns aids
Learning in Retirement
RLC NEWS RELEASE MARCH 2003

A Mt. Vernon couple, Paula R. 
(Mace) Kuhn and George J. 
Kuhn, recently made a chari-
table contribution designated 
toward programming for the 
Rend Lake College Founda-
tion-sponsored Institute for 
Learning in Retirement (ILR).
According to Lori Ragland, 
RLCF Assistant Director, the 
Kuhn’s $10,000 gift is con-
sidered an initial contribution 
toward the relatively new ILR 

a  e el e  s e all  
for retirees.
The Institute for Learning 
in Retirement, which began 
in 1999, is designed as a 
community service providing 
educational, informative class 
offerings for the 55-plus age 
demographic.
The Kuhns have taken ad-
vantage of several ILR travel 
classes . . . most recently a 
trip to see “Copacabana” at 
the Fox Theatre in St. Louis 
and another to Shryock Audi-
torium on the Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale campus 
to see a performance by the 
Irish Tenors.
“The Kuhns’ generosity will 
provide more senior adults in 
the community with wonderful 
opportunities the ILR program 
has not been able to offer in the 
past, such as special trips and 
guest speakers,” said Ragland.
George and Paula (Mace) 
Kuhn are helping with a gift 
designated to “costs related 
to lectures, workshops, cultural 
tours and activities, and similar 
educational offerings for senior 
citizens’ enjoyment.”

“Some people donated $1 and others gave 
as much as $5.”
 Lewis said the large group of doctors, 
pharmacists, nurses and dentists who vol-
unteered their services and administered 
16,862 doses of the polio vaccine during a 
six-hour period on October 7, 1963.
 “After all expenses, we had $3,800 left,” 
Lewis said.  “We didn’t know exactly what 
to do with the money, but we knew we 
wanted it to benefit the community.”
 Lewis said the society decided to pur-
chase a certificate of deposit, and then make 
a decision on how to use the money.
 Lewis said the medical society, which 
has dwindled from more than 35 members 
when the mid-1960s vaccine was given, to 
only three participating physicians in 1998, 
discussed many times about ways to use the 
money.
 “We talked about giving loans to stu-
dents who were going to medical school,” 
Lewis said, “but we didn’t know how much 
that would benefit area residents if the stu-
dent, after becoming a doctor, didn’t return 
to this area.”
 So, the certificate remained in the bank 
drawing interest until this week when it 
was decided by society members to donate 
the money  –  which has grown since 1963 
to $20,000  –  to the RLC Foundation and to 
John A. Logan College.
 Pat Mitchell,who serves as RLC Foun-
dation Director of Resource Development, 
said the $10,000 gift will be used to furnish 
a scholarship for a Franklin County resident.
 Mitchell said an endowment will be es-
tablished to provide an annual scholarship 
for a Franklin County student.
 “By establishing an endowment it means 
that the money will be invested and the in-
terest will be used to provide a scholarship,” 
Mitchell said.  “It’s a gift that benefits the 
entire area.”
 The RLC Foundation provided 150 schol-
arships last year for area residents,” Mitchell 
said.
 “We look at academic achievement 
and need when we provide scholarships,” 
Mitchell said.  “The medical society has 

provided a gift that will be a benefit to the 
community forever.”

Lewis, who served for many years on the 
Benton Consolidated High School Board of 
Education, said he was skeptical when the 
community college concept was first intro-
duced prior to construction of Rend Lake 
College.

“I have to admit that I had my doubts 
about whether we needed a community 
college in this area,” the longtime physician 
said.  “But the educational field has certainly 
shifted.  I don’t know now what we would 
do without Rend Lake College.”

Lewis said he felt the 35-year investment 
by the medical society to the two area com-
munity colleges was being put to good use.

“I think this fulfills, as well as anything, 
what we hoped to do with the money,” Lew-
is said.  “Who would have ever dreamed in 
1963 that this would be the end result of a 
25-cent donation for a polio vaccine . . .

“. . . I think we’ve written a good ending 
to the story.”                

CHANGING LIVES Â
Scholarship recipients say thanks
for investments ‘second to none’ 
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 25, 1998

From an investment standpoint, noted a 
local banker, “it is second to none.”

On a personal scale, one of the recipients 
said the donor “did something to change 
lives.”

For at least two others, help financially 
means less worry and more time to concen-
trate on studies.

They all had their reasons for being there, 
but the common bond for most in a record 
turnout of about 240 at the annual Rend 
Lake College Foundation Scholarship Din-
ner on the Ina campus was an opportunity 
to say “Thank you”or “You’re welcome.”

Student recipients and scholarship bene-
factors alike were recognized during the 
evening by Rend Lake College President 
Mark S. Kern and RLC Foundation Execu-
tive Director Pat Mitchell.

Participants were among a potential 
list of 306 scholarship recipients (counting 
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(Continued at far right on next page) MORE MEANING TO INA IN CHINA 
Thanks to a gift from the RLC Foundation, Track/

Cross-Country Coach Brent McLain and wife Dr. Dee 
McLain added to the INA in ChINA theme at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics.  They joined prized pupil Boaz Lalang 
as he competed for his native Kenya in the 800-Meter 

Run, narrowly missing the finals. / August 2008
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Kuhn donation (cont.)

duplications) from 144 different giving 
sources  –  institutional assistance, endowed 
scholarships from area business and caring 
individuals, local awards within their home 
communities, state monetary awards, etc.

Two donors received special recognition.
NationsBank, represented by both Na-

tionsBank of Franklin and Jefferson coun-
ties, received a major gift award from the  
RLC Foundation for its ongoing support 
of student scholarships and sponsorship of 
other activities.

Mt. Vernon Manager Bruce Flanigan was 
on hand to represent the Jefferson County 
facility and get better acquainted with 
scholarship recipient Melody Hustedde of 
Bluford.  The Franklin County branch of 
NationsBank was represented by CEO Brian 
Bauer and Dennis Miller, as well as recipient 
Rachel Reese of Zeigler.

Also honored were B.J. Jacob and the 
Rend Lake Resort’s John Reilly, on behalf of 
the newly established Larry Jacob Memorial 
Scholarship.  Larry Jacob was a Springfield 
official who had developed a sincere con-
cern for the college through his friendship 
with Reilly, ex-Capital Development Board  
Executive George Fleischli and Kern;  the 
scholarship was established in his honor 
following his unexpected death recently.

Student recipient Bryce James of Mt. 
Vernon and his father, Steve James, were at 
the dinner to thank Jacob’s widow, B.J., and 
others for their generous gift.

“Bankers are always concerned with 
getting a good return on our investments,” 
explained Flanigan, a former RLC Founda-
tion Board member.  “Needless to say, we 
consider making a donation to students 
at Rend Lake College, from an investment 
standpoint, second to none.”

Flanigan alluded to the fact Rend Lake 
College has continued to change with the 
times and the needs of the community.

“They are always there to train people  
–  as General Tire and others can attest to  –  
so we are always proud to support a college 
that supports the local economy,” he said.  
“Whatever the need, Rend Lake College has 
always been there for the community.”

Individual students who had the oppor-
tunity to personally thank their scholarship 
benefactors from the podium Thursday 
night included RLC graduate Jody Williams 
of Sesser and Jared Berry of Mt. Vernon.
 Williams is the first recipient of the 
Fornear Family Scholarship, presented 
by a Sesser family for a Rend Lake Col-

As avid travelers, they rec-
ognize the educational com-
ponent of the ILR, coupled 
with the logistic and medical 

lt es s e et ees a e 
with extended travel, for the 
wonderful service it provides 
to residents within the district.
As semi-retirees, the Kuhns’ 
intentions are to help enhance 
the offerings to improve the 
“essence of the program.”  
In addition, George Kuhn 
described his generation as 
one with a need for erudite, 
scholarly stimulation.
George Kuhn, a Washington 
County native, is no stranger 
to the promotion of education.  
His background includes stints 
as Principal at Mt. Vernon 
Township High School, Giant 
City Grade School and two 
Carbondale high schools, 
helping break ground for one 
of them.  He has one son, who 
is a Commander in the United 
States Navy.
Paula (Mace) Kuhn is a lifelong 
resident of Jefferson County.  
She has operated Mac Oil Co. 
in Mt. Vernon for 52 years.  In 
addition to running the oil busi-
ness, she worked for 45 years 
as a Legal Administrator for the 

 t  la    a bell, 
Black, Carnine & Hedin, wear-
ing “several hats as one does 
for that long.”
The Kuhns have known each 
other for only about nine years, 
so they are making a lifetime 
out of their golden years.

s s t e st a  t  
this kind, where a very active 
senior couple gives educa-
tional opportunities to a seg-
ment of their population that is 
many times overlooked,” RLCF 
Executive Director Pat Mitchell 
said.  “It is obvious the Kuhns 
want to make a difference, 
and they will be able to do it 
through their support of the 
ILR program.”
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lege graduate attending Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.

“It means a whole lot less worry because 
I don’t worry as money about the money 
part,” she commented.

The Fornear family was represented at 
the dinner by Jack Fornear.

Berry is one of three students receiving 
a Continental A.G., General Tire and GTY 
Tire Scholarship for family members of the 
local industrial plant’s employees.  Berry 
had worked a full-time job and two art-time 
jobs the past summer, “So you can imagine 
how I felt when I got the scholarship,” he 
told those present.  “Now I can concentrate 
more on my education.”

Nervous when first approached about 
speaking, Berry did so willingly “when I 
realized what a great opportunity this is to 
express my thanks to General Tire.”  Berry’s 
family accompanied him, along with the 
new GT Mt. Vernon Plant Manager, Denis 
Garvey, and Human Resources Manager 
Mark Pitchford.

Former student Peggy Ellerbusch of Mt. 
Vernon indicated much the same.  “Oh, no!” 
was her first reaction, “but they said it was to 
help honor Doris Welch, and I immediately 
said I’d be there.”

Welch was a hospital patient several 
years ago when she first became aware of 
the “very good care she was receiving from 
Rend Lake College nursing students.”  That 
eventually led to establishment of the Doris 
Welch Endowed Nursing Scholarship, of 
which Ellerbusch is a former recipient, and 
Julie Drew of McLeansboro  the current one.

Ellerbusch was a nontraditional student, 
married and working, when she first took 
on Anatomy and Physiology course, then 
“got up the nerve to enroll in the part-time 
Practical Nursing program.”

But the Associate Degree Nursing pro-
gram seemed out of the question, because it 
would have meant giving up needed family 
income.

“I talked to my husband about it, and 
prayed about it, but I finally gave up and 
realized my being an R.N. was just not 
meant to be,” said Ellerbusch.  “Fortunately, 
my employer was willing to work with me 
to schedule around my classes , but unfor-
tunately, I still didn’t know how I was going 
to get by on a part-time income and having 
to pay for college.
 “And then the letter came unexpect-
edly from Rend Lake College saying I was 
the recipient  of the Doris Welch Nursing 



 -  - 

Total scholarships:
$5.6  M and counting
NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 26, 2012

Rend Lake College and its 
Foundation are thankful for 
the tremendous scholarship 
support that continues to pour 
in from district residents, busi-
nesses and organizations 
passionate about providing 
education.  This school year, 
the RLC Foundation is award-
ing more than $350,000 and 
500 scholarships to students.
“Our supporters have again 
rallied for Rend Lake College 
students with overwhelming 
generosity,” said RLC Foun-
dation CEO Shawna Hall. “We 
are now at $5.6 million in total 
scholarships over the years. 
That is a lot to be thankful for.”
Each year, annual and en-
dowed scholarship contribu-
tors get an opportunity to join 
recipients at a banquet hosted 
by the Foundation. The RLCF 
Scholarship Banquet was held
October 18 on-campus.
Givers are able to learn more 
ab t t e  be e a es e  
a nice meal. They pose for a 
photo together and everyone 
hears about scholarship giv-
ing through the Foundation, 
including messages from con-
tributors and recipients.
“The Scholarship Dinner is my 
favorite event we host,” said 
Hall. “The Foundation is the 
connector that helps match 
students and donors, and I hear
the stories and struggles stu-
dents have. It warms my heart 
to watch someone’s need met 
by a person who was moved 
to give, and it’s wonderful to 
see them interacting.”

Scholarship.  The first thing I did was check 
the envelope to make sure it was sent to the 
right person.”

It was sent to the right person, all right.  
Today, Ellerbusch and Welch, who splits her 
time between Mt. Vernon and Carmi, are 
lifelong friends.

“She didn’t just send a note.  She did 
something to help change lives,” Ellerbusch 
said before adding, “Thank you, Doris.”

Kern recalled something his father used 
to preach to him . . . that an education “is 
one thing you are given that can never be 
taken away.”

Addressing the donors, and citing statis-
tics that show 80 percent of the jobs in this 
country will require an education beyond 
the high school level by the Year 2000, Kern 
commented:

“In some cases, you’ve made it (higher 
education) possible.  In other cases, you’ve 
made it easier.”

That will remain the primary goal.
“The Rend Lake College Foundation sees 

student scholarships as its No. 1 priority and 
will continue to do so,” Mitchell promised.                  

A  CENTURY OF CHANGE Â
Howard L. Payne enjoyed ‘the most
outstanding life could ever imagine’
BENTON EVENING NEWS APRIL 21, 2015
BY KELSEY LANDIS

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  This story appeared in the BEN 15 days 
before Payne’s death May 6 at age 100.]

Howard Payne, the son of a railroad 
worker, began his life in the countryside 
east of Benton, riding his pony to a one-
room schoolhouse until second grade and 
eventually becoming a successful banker 
and steward of the community.  Tuesday, 
he turns 100.

Education dominated early life for Payne, 
whose first school only had 12 students in 
the first through eighth grades.  There, his 
teacher focused on arithmetic and spell-
ing.  In those days, Payne said, the country 
schools competed between one another, but 
not in sports.

“Every Friday we’d go visit another 
school and we would have contests  –  spell-
ing and arithmetic, geography  –  interschool 
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JOY! CONTINUOUS MINER DONATED
Joy Manufacturing delivers . . . In this case, on this 

day, a 40-ton Continuous Miner to the Ina campus 
for use in the reinvented Mining Technology program.  
The used but very useful piece of equipment would be 

valued around $1 million if new. / September 18, 2009
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competition.  It was fun.”  Asked if they 
played sports, Payne said with a chuckle, 
“No, we didn’t have sports at that time.”

When Payne was in the second grade, 
his father started working for the U.S. Steel 
City Mine, and the family moved to Benton 
in a horse-drawn wagon.

Payne attended Grant School in Ben-
ton  until high school.  He graduated from 
Benton High School in 1934, and then went 
on to SIU, which at that time was a two-
year teaching school.  When he graduated 
with his teaching degree, Payne returned 
to Benton in the midst of an economy still 
recovering from the Great Depression.

“You couldn’t get any other jobs because 
of the Great Depression, and so I got a job 
teaching at a one-room country school,” 
Payne said.

In those days, pay for teachers was a lot 
closer to its source of revenue.  He was paid 
directly from County Treasurer’s coffers.  
Sometimes, Payne said, the county didn’t 
have enough money to pay him his $75 per 
month stipend until collectors had made 
their rounds.

“Whenever they got the money for that 
(school) district, the district would pay me,” 
Payne said.  “So, I had to wait for my money.  
But at that time, there were only three banks 
left in the county  –  one in Zeigler, one in 
Whittington and one in Ewing.”

At the end of his first school year, Payne 
took his degree to the Whittington bank, 
which offered him a job for $85 every month 
and a promise to pay him on time.

“So I said, ‘When do I start?’ ”
 Thus began Payne’s foray into the bank-
ing business  in 1937.  Within a year, Payne 
and a group of men formed the Bank of 
Benton, which opened in July 1937.  Payne 
worked there until he retired in 1984, 
starting as a bookkeeper and eventually 
becoming Chairman of the Board and Chief 
Executive Officer.  The bank still exists today 
as First Financial of Benton.
 In 1943, however, everything came to a 
screeching halt for Payne, who was sent to 
serve in World War II.  He landed on the 
beaches of Normandy in October of that 
year, and would not return until December 
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Larry Foster steps down,
replaced by Kevin Davis
BENTON EVENING NEWS NOV. 23, 1991

Larry Foster has announced 
his retirement as Executive 
Vice President of the Rend 
Lake Conservancy District ef-
fective December 31. Foster is 
presently on medical leave due 
to surgery from an automobile 
accident earlier this year.
Foster, a Benton resident, has
been with the district in an admin-
istrative capacity since 1968.
During his tenure, the district 
has made great strides in 
many endeavors, including 
developments in facilities and 
the golf course, expansion of 
the water plant and distribu-
tion systems to serve over 55 
Southern Illinois communities.
Other improvements include 
development of the infrastruc-
ture of the proposed resort 
complex and development of 
potential industrial sites.
One of Foster’s favorite in-
novations is the establishment 
of an annual  “Governor’s 
Golf Tournament.”  Former 
Governor Jim Thompson, 
an avid duffer, was a regular 
participant on the Rend Lake 
Golf Course links.
Current Governor Jim Edgar 
has already stated his inten-
tions to continue the tradition.
Kevin E. Davis, the district’s 
Comptroller for the past 15 
years, has been promoted by 
the Board of Trustees to the 
position of General Manager 
and will handle the adminis-
trative responsibilities of the 
district.
[Foster was appointed to the 
Rend Lake College Founda-
tion Board in July 1986 and 
served as its President for two 
years, beginning in 1990.
Mt. Vernon resident Davis 
(RLC Class of ’72) was named 
1989 “Alumnus of the Year” by 
the RLC Foundation.]

1945.  He remembers journeying his way 
across France to Germany, helping push 
the Germans “back across the Rhine” and 
fighting five major battles.

Payne said the biggest difference he saw 
when he returned home was in the people.

“The young people had grown to be old 
people,” said Payne, who quickly decided 
to move on with his life.  “You had a feeling 
you lost out on so many things being away.  
So you didn’t have time to waste.”

Payne returned to the U.S. on December 
5, 1945 and married his girlfriend, Helene 
Taake, the daughter of a German immigrant, 
on December 15.

“She was my best investment,” Payne 
said.  “The two were married for 65 years 
until Helene passed away.  [June 7, 2010 at 
age 90].  Payne still lives in the same house 
he and his wife lived in for all those years.

He said it was not hard at all to jump back 
into the swing of things at the bank and in 
the community.  “I enjoyed every minute 
of it.  We had the most outstanding life you 
could ever imagine.”

Payne said he became “involved in 
everything that was involved.”  He was 
a charter member of the Private Industry 
Council, a founding member of the Southern 
Illinois Workforce Investment Board, a char-
ter member and current Emeritus member 
of the Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
of Directors, a leader in the Benton Rotary 
Club, the Benton Chamber of Commerce 
“Man of the Year” in 1974, recipient of the 
Liberty Bell Award in 1985 and a leader in 
the Benton First United Methodist Church 
and the Southern Illinois Conference of the 
United Methodist Church.

For all his years of volunteerism and 
community involvement, Payne says his 
most memorable experience was celebrat-
ing the completion of the Rend Lake Dam.  
“They had a big celebration with Governors.  
We had a big party,” Payne said.

Before the completion of the dam, locals 
drew their water from small lakes like Lake 
Benton and Lake Moses, but Payne said 
those lakes would run dry in the summer 
and people would have to draw their water 
from the Big Muddy River or from wherever 
they could.

“It was a serious problem, and it was the 
same time for a lot of cities in Southern Il-
linois.  By creating Rend Lake, we were able 
to get all the water we needed,” Payne said.

Refrigeration is another luxury Payne 
said people nowadays take for granted.  

Instead, families would purchase ice from 
manufacturers for their ice boxes.

Other things have changed, Payne said, 
like the businesses that used to keep Ben-
ton’s square busy.  “All the businesses at 
that time are all gone now,” he said.  “We 
used to have, all around the square, retail 
stores,” where shoppers could purchase 
shoes, clothes, furniture, groceries and much 
more.  “It was a lively place.”

Payne said the stores closed in part be-
cause big box stores opened and the small 
neighborhood stores could not compete and 
stopped making money.  When the stores 
closed, business owners had to look for a 
new job, which was difficult because they 
weren’t trained in other trades.  The local 
economy, lacking local business and satu-
rated with higher unemployment, fizzled.

Different concepts of merchandising also 
derided the local economy, Payne said.  In-
stead of going to multiple specialty stores for 
individual items, shoppers began to prefer 
shopping at a large store where they could 
find everything they needed in one place.  A 
change in preference also affected Payne’s 
banking business.  A far cry from horse-and 
-buggy days, customers began demanding 
more convenience for their car-centered 
culture.

“Everything is in a constant mode of 
change.  You have to change, or you get left 
behind,” said Payne, who indicated his bank 
was one of the first innovators in Southern 
Illinois of drive-through banking.

The community’s attitude responded to 
the downfall of the local economy, Payne 
said, and instead looked to its young people 
for hope and inspiration.

“The young people are such an impor-
tant cog.  They need encouragement, and 
they like to be recognized.  If you brag on 
them, they try to achieve more,”Payne said.  
“There is so much good around and it never 
gets to be noticed.”  He added that having 
pride in youth creates a more positive atmo-
sphere in the community.
 Today, Payne spends his time at his home 
in Benton.  He plays bridge every Thursday 
in what he calls the “party room” with 
friends from his church, and continues to 
be honored by the community.      

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS Â
First Cellular of S.I., CEO Addington
major contributors to grant, program
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1, 2005

First Cellular of Southern Illinois Presi-
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dent and CEO Terry Addington’s services 
on the RLCF Board of Directors began in 
1999, the same year his company stepped 
forward with a $10,000 gift to endow annual 
scholarships for future RLC students.  
 First Cellular enhances the community 
by not only being a leader in the cellu-
lar field, but also giving back to the area 
through its support of community college 
education. Three years ago, First Cellular 
reached the Gold Major Gift level for contri-
butions of more than $50,000. To date, First 
Cellular has supported Rend Lake College 
with a total of $93,500 in contributions. 
 Last year, Addington’s company contin-
ued its contributions to its community by 
making the $25,000 lead gift in the Chal-
lenge Grant II campaign, which is a federal 
Title III Strengthening Institutions grant, 
potentially worth $1.8 million. The grant is 
being used to create a new Associate in Ap-
plied Science Degree and six occupational 
certificates in the field of Wireless Commu-
nications Technology. 
 Addington has set aside time for his 
management team to help with the design 
and structure of the new program. Accord-
ing to RLC Foundation CEO Pat Mitchell, 
Addington “has the foresight to know the 
graduates of the Wireless program will be 
his future employment pool.” 
 Addington frequently travels to Wash-
ington to serve as the National Chairman 
of CTIA-The Wireless Association. 
 “There are few people in the industry 
who have the energy, focus and vision that 
Terry Addington does,” said CTIA President 
and CEO Steve Largent. “His commitment 
to ensuring that consumers everywhere are 
afforded the opportunity to use and enjoy 
wireless is second to none. Terry has been 
a tremendous leader.” 
 According to Mitchell, it was Addington 
who first approached the college about 
providing training in the wireless field due 
to the growing need for technicians. 
 “We hope to support the college through 
some input on the realities of the cur-
riculum,” said Addington. A First Cellular 
representative will sit on the Wireless Com-
munication Technician program advisory 

board, he noted. Addington said he expects 
to offer internships to students in the pro-
gram and hopes to hire from Rend Lake 
College’s pool of Wireless Communication 
Technician graduates. 
 “Many Rend Lake College graduates 
in this program will be provided with out-
standing career opportunities through First 
Cellular of Southern Illinois and other major 
wireless providers nearby and around the 
world,” said Mitchell. 
 First Cellular, owned by a partnership 
of seven independent Illinois landline ex-
change carriers, began service in 1993. 
 “First Cellular is unique by allowing 
Southern Illinois dollars to stay in Southern 
Illinois,” according to Addington. “First 
Cellular focuses on doing business with 
its neighbors and taking special pride in 
providing the best quality of service and 
technology available to its customers.” 
 First Cellular’s ownership partners are 
Crossville Telephone Company, Egyptian 
Telephone Company, Hamilton County 
Telephone Cooperative, Odin Telephone Ex-
change Inc., Shawnee Telephone Company, 
Harrisonville Telephone Company and 
Wabash Telephone Cooperative Inc. Each 
of the partners is a local, well-established 
company in its respective community. 
 Addington “is a community college 
graduate and a true proponent of Rend Lake 
College,” said Mitchell. 
 He had been involved in the wireless in-
dustry for 15 years in San Francisco, Mobile, 
AL, Atlanta and Louisville before moving to 
Southern Illinois in 1989. He was a member 
of the original Board of Directors for both the 
National Association of Wireless Carriers 
Nationwide and the Cellular Telecommuni-
cations Industry Association, and has served 
with the Rural Cellular Association and the 
Illinois Telecommunications Association.             

EARLY FOUNDATION DIRECTOR Â
Home community benefits most
from world-traveler Schweinfurth
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 12, 1996

Promotional materials for Rend Lake 
College seek to grab the attention of pro-
spective students by emphasizing, “If you 
plan on leaving your mark on the world, 
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ROOM NAMED FOR PAT KERN
When she retired, her many friends with the RLC 

Foundation made sure she would not be forgotten . . . 
naming the Student Center’s Pat Kern Private Dining 

Room in her honor and donating $20,000 to establish 
an endowed Patricia Kern Scholarship. / December 2011

SHAWNA MANION HALL
Third full-time CEO of RLC Foundation joined the 
staff initially as Assistant Director in February 2009.
Pat Kern will assist Hall in a part-time role as Consul-
tant following her retirement. / January 1, 2012

RLC FOUNDATION TIMELINE
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One for all: Beehn sees it
from various perspectives
RLCF ANNUAL DINNER PROGRAM 1999

David S. Beehn, Supt. Wayne 
City CU School District 100, 
Rend Lake College Alumnus, 
Rend Lake College Foundation 
Board Member . . .

On RLC Foundation 
Scholarships and  Programs:  

 As a school administrator for 
many years, I have seen the 
be e ts e e e  b  st e ts 
from the Rend Lake College 
Scholarship and Foundation 
programs.  Many (students) 
have been able to attend who 
might not have had the re-
sources available to them. 

On Rend Lake College:  
 With the rising cost of col-

lege tuition, attending Rend 
ake lle e s a a all  

sound decision.  Students in 
the area are fortunate to have 
this opportunity and at the 
sa e t e e e e a be e al 
start on their education. 

On Community College 
Education:  

 As a graduate of Rend Lake 
College (Class of 1969), I ap-
preciated living at home and 
keeping my job while beginning 
my college education.  Rend 
Lake College prepared me for 
my days at Southern Illinois 
University, and the transition 
was made easier after attend-
ing a community college. 



there’s no better place to start than home!”
International globetrotter Carl Lincoln 

Schweinfurth lives by that credo.  He has 
visited six continents, all but five of the 159 
United Nations member states (prior to age 
55) and by 1991 all 161 countries where there 
are Rotary Clubs.

And yet the worldly Dr. Schweinfurth 
continues to make his biggest impact in his 
home community and region.

During Thursday evening’s holiday 
celebration at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn, 
otherwise known as the 16th Rend Lake 
College Foundation Annual Dinner, it was 
announced Schweinfurth has bequeathed 
part of his estate to the RLC Foundation, 
which he headed in 1985 and was an active 
member of the Board of Directors for 10 
years during its formative stages.  No details 
regarding the bequest were mentioned.

Schweinfurth, who was presented a 
Resolution of Commendation by college 
officials in September, was able to attend 
Thursday’s dinner and was saluted for his 
many contributions to the not-for-profit 
organization, in particular, and Rend Lake 
College students and programs, in general.

The honoree was first elected to the RLC 
Foundation Board by acclamation in 1980, 
and the following year was recognized as 
an original member of that group’s “Presi-
dent’s Circle” of donors.  He served as Vice 
President for the Foundation beginning in 
1982 and as its President three years later.

In Spring 1994, he became only the 
third person ever to receive the prestigious 
“Board Emeritus” Award from the RLC 
Foundation.

Schweinfurth was instrumental in get-
ting the college sign near Interstate 57 
erected in the early 1980s.  In 1982, he was 
President of the Rend Lake Civic Symphony 
Society.

More recently, his contributions have 
made it possible for qualified local youth to 
benefit from Summer Career Camp  Nursing 
experiences at Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville and for the RLC-sponsored 
“Project First Class” grant project to prosper 
for the betterment and encouragement of 
minority youth.

He also has helped make it possible 
for two international students from Sierra 
Leone, West Africa, Agnes Wokie Faux and 
Doris Williams, to attend Rend Lake College 
this fall while living in Mt. Vernon.

His ties to higher education go back 
much farther.  He taught for 20 years.  He 
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was honored as “Outstanding Professor” 
at Bethany College (WV) in 1968  –  the 
yearbook there had been dedicated to him 
the previous year  –  and served many years 
as the West Virginia State Chairman of the 
National Association of Foreign Student 
Advisors.  He developed the first African 
Studies Program in West Virginia and was 
recipient of two Fulbright Awards.

Other major honors are numerous for the 
man who has been Chairman of the Board 
for the new First Bank and Trust Company, 
now Mercantile Bank of Mt. Vernon, since  
1981 and a Director since 1966.

Schweinfurth was “Citizen of the Year” in 
1985, as presented by the Greater Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce;  founding 
President and now an Honorary Lifetime 
Member of the United Way of Jefferson 
County;  President of the Mitchell Foun-
dation since 1996;  a District Governor for 
Rotary International (1975-76), and directed 
a $1 million community fund drive in 1982 
on behalf of Good Samaritan Hospital.

He was appointed to the Illinois Arts 
Council (1984-91) and named a founding 
Trustee of the Illinois Academy of Fine Arts, 
both by then-Gov. Jim Thompson, and is on 
the Board of Friends of Morris Library at 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.  
In 1995, he became only the fifth individual 
to receive the Charles Bane Humanitarian 
Award for the State of Illinois.                   

FOUR PROJECTS IN EIGHT YEARS Â
Schweinfurth Foundation honored
for frequent contributions to RLCF
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2, 2005

Monetary contributions ranging from 
$15,000 to $25,000 each for four different 
Rend Lake College Foundation projects 
in the last eight years have enabled the 
Schweinfurth Foundation Trust to fulfill 
its goals while moving up the Major Gift 
acknowledgement ladder. 

RLC Foundation Chief Executive Offi-
cer Pat Mitchell told of donations totalling 
$77,000 since 1998 from a funding source 
established by the late Dr. Carl Lincoln 
Schweinfurth, a Mt. Vernon business leader, 
world traveler, philanthropist and admirer 
of the arts. 
 Following a video presentation during 
the Rend Lake College Foundation Annual 
Dinner Thursday evening, Mitchell gave 
Schweinfurth Foundation representative 
Kendi Kelley a Gold Seal Award as the 25th 
donor of at least $50,000 or more. 

 -  - 

Prestigious Illinois groups
cite Buchanan, J. Browning
F.Y.I. APRIL 25, 1991

Well-deserved recognition 
was bestowed in recent days 
on two members of the RLC 
Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, Martin Buchanan and Joe 
Browning.
Buchanan, a 6th-grade teacher 
at Sesser-Valier Grade School, 
was recipient of a Human and 
Civil Rights Award from the 
Illinois Education Association-
National Education Associa-
tion for his community service.
Browning, the latest addition 
to the Board and a Regional 
Manager of American Publish-
ing Company, was inducted 
Saturday into the Illinois Bas-
ketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame in Bloomington.
Browning was a radio broad-
caster for 20 years.  According 
to the Benton Evening News 
he publishes, Browning “is 
being honored for his long 
association  with Southern 
Illinois sports.  He was the 
original ‘Voice of the Rangers’ 
and broadcast an average of 
four games a week on WFRX 
in West Frankfort and WJPF 
in Herrin.”
In citing Buchanan, the award 
program noted, “Because 
of his 22-year commitment 
to the people of Valier, the 
residents live in an attractive, 
well-kept community which has 
a  e e t al e e a t e t 
and an almost non-existent 
crime rate.
“Under his leadership, a com-
munity in ill-repair, with little 
income and in the red, has 
been turned around.  It is now 
in the black and a place people 
want to live instead of a place 
people want to leave.  He 
has a non-partisan approach 
to problems and responds 
diplomatically and fairly for 
the good of the whole,” the 
program continued.



Kelley, C.E. Brehm Memorial Library Dis-
trict Administrative Librarian, is one of six 
members on the Schweinfurth Foundation 
Board which determines worthy causes for 
US Bank to distribute annual grants. Other 
board members are Chairman Bill Beck, 
Donna Bonan, Anson Smith, Chris Stables 
and Tom Feig, Trust Relationship Manager. 
 There have now been 21 individuals or 
businesses/organizations merit Gold Seal 
Awards for donations of $50,000-$250,000. 
Four others have attained Platinum Seal 
Award status with $250,000-plus in contri-
butions to the RLC Foundation. 
 Projects resulting from Schweinfurth 
Foundation grant resources have included:
 • The Rend Lake College International 
Travel Program, which has been supported 
since 1998 by $25,000 to establish student 
scholarships. 
 • A $15,000 award in 2000 which helped 
establish a “Music Around the World”project 
within the curriculum of the RLC Founda-
tion Children’s Center. 
 • A $17,000 contribution toward The Hit-
ting Zone Building Project on-campus. 
 • More assistance for the RLCF Chil-
dren’s Center, this time in 2005 in the form 
of $20,000 for a room remodeling venture.
 Schweinfurth, Mitchell explained, at-
tended the first reorganizational meeting for 
the RLC Foundation Board in 1979, served 
as a Director (and President) during the 
next 10 years and “continued to support the 
Rend Lake College Foundation, especially 
through the arts.” 
 Mitchell indicated the Schweinfurth 
Foundation was “designed to benefit the 
Greater Mt. Vernon area,” with four primary 
purposes: 1) To promote classical music 
performances for enjoyment and education; 
2) To promote beauty and aesthetics; 3) To 
develop and carry out plans and programs 
for the recreation and education of young 
people, and 4) To promote international 
education and international understanding.
 Thanks to the $25,000 International 
Travel Award in 1998, “students are able 
to travel to Costa Rica and Jamaica and 
experience a unique learning opportunity,” 
Mitchell explained in the video. 

Biological Science Associate Professor 
Steve Holman also appeared on the video 
to express his gratitude and appreciation for 
the success of his Marine Biology class to 
those exotic locations. Dr. Schweinfurth, he 
said, “has given those students and myself 
and this program the ability to do and see 
things they might not be able to do at any 
other point in their lives.” 

Holman recalled a conversation he had 
with the director of the Marine Lab, which 
is run by Hofstra University. Rend Lake 
College has sent 42 students through the 
program in the last three years, but only 10 
of those in the last class. Holman admitted 
he was discouraged by a smaller group. 

“He looked at me kinda funny and said, 
‘You don’t even realize how popular Rend 
Lake College is at Hofstra University. You 
are known at Hofstra as being The Little 
Engine That Could.’” 

The director mentioned Notre Dame, 
Wake Forest, the Florida Institute of Tech-
nology and Stanford as schools that had 
sent students once in the past five years but 
have been unable to come up with sufficient 
numbers to return a second time. 

“They are overwhelmed at Hofstra that a 
little school like Rend Lake College has been 
able to put together the number of students 
we have each year,“ Holman continued.

“That, to me, is a tribute to these (Sch-
weinfurth Foundation) funds. Many of these 
are students who would never have been 
able to do it without these funds. It is the 
experience of a lifetime.” 

Now Holman laughs at the thought of 
the experience students at places like Notre 
Dame, Wake Forest and Stanford “are not 
getting that Rend Lake College students can. 
That makes me very proud, very grateful,“ 
because it would not be possible without 
help of the Schweinfurth Foundation grant.

The $15,000 “Music Around the World” 
project was used to purchase a computer, 
hardware and classical music software and 
“offers a unique opportunity for exposure 
to classical music during early childhood 
years,” according to Mitchell. “Retention 
of these musical experiences for preschool 
children will enhance their lives for many 
years to come. Today, the Children’s Cen-
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NationsBank gets Bronzed
for $27,000 in donations
RLC NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 1998

NationsBank, now Bank of 
America, was recognized at 
the recent Rend Lake Col-
lege Scholarship Dinner with 
a bronze major gift award, 
presented by Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Pat Mitchell.
NationsBank of Franklin and 
Jefferson counties combined 
have donated over $27,000 
which has been given toward 
student scholarships or the 
sponsoring of special events.
Accepting the award were 
Brian Bauer, Business Bank-
ing Leader, and Dennis Miller, 
Banking Center Manager of 
the Benton Branch, along with 
Bruce Flanigan, Banking Cen-
ter Manager of the Mt. Vernon 
Branch.  RLCF Director How-
ard L. Payne was President 
of forerunner Bank of Benton. 
Rachael Dawn Reese of 
Mulkeytown is recipient of the 
1998-99 NationsBank Franklin 
County Scholarship.  The 
Zeigler-Royalton H.S grad will 
“follow her dream to help peo-
ple with speech problems” by 
majoring in Speech Pathology.
Recipient of the NationsBank 
Jefferson County Scholarship, 
Melody Hustedde of Bluford, 
plans to go into Psychology 
or Business, “get a good job 
and be able to support myself, 
climb the ladder and eventually 
reach the top.”
Gifts from NationsBank / Bank 
of America,” noted Mitchell, 
“have always been given to-
ward scholarships or to spon-
sor special events, so other 
monies could be used to di-
e tl  be e t st e ts
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Gesell 16-tank battery
victimized by arsonist
WPSD-TV LOCAL 6 NEWS JULY 14, 2012

FRANKLIN COUNTY  –  Fire 
damaged one of the largest oil 
wells in Southern Illinois.  The 
Illinois State Fire Marshal’s 

e s all  t a s   -
vestigators look for the people 
responsible for a quarter-mil-
lion dollars in damage to a lo-
cal oil rig.  

e e sta te  t s ast at-
urday just south of Benton.  
The owner of the oil well says 
he noticed vandalism at the 
same site earlier last week.  
Then, this past weekend, he 
a e  t   a es 4  eet 
in the air.  
In all, 16 oil tanks burned in 
t e e  e  ake  at s 
called a tank battery. Owner 
Brad Gesell says this is his 
largest tank battery, about 
four times the size of typical 
tank batteries in our area.
On Monday, colleagues donat-
ed  their time and resources to 
help get the well back online.  
By 4 p.m., they already had 
eight tanks in place.  Gesell 
says the longer the well is off-
line, the more it will hurt future 
production.    

s s t t e st l ta k 
arson in the area.  Last May, 
a s sts set e t  a ta k 
batte  ea  k  at e s 
also not solved.
Gesell is offering up to $10,000 
to anyone who can help catch 
the person or group respon-
sible.  Call the Franklin County 

e s e ( 1 ) 4 - 211 
or Illinois State Fire Marshal’s 

e 1- -2 2-2947   
have any information that 
can help. 
“It’s got to be restored to pro-
duction as soon as possible 
be a se t e l e  a el  l ke 
that is down, the potential for 
permanent production damage 
–  the chances keep going up,” 
Gesell says.

ter continues to utilize ‘Music Around the 
World’ in its curriculum with Beethoven, 
Bach, Mozart and Schubert.“ 
 When the $17,000 donation to the 
baseball-softball training facility was made 
in 2003, it was fulfilling one of the Schwein-
furth Foundation established purposes “to 
support recreational programs for the youth 
of the Mt. Vernon area,” added Mitchell.
 The most recent contribution “came at a 
time when the RLC Foundation Children’s 
Center needed to be expanded. The Sch-
weinfurth Foundation provided $20,000 
for renovation of an adult classroom so the 
center could accommodate 20 more young 
children,” Mitchell said.             

FARMER / EDUCATOR Â
Sunshine falls on LRC grounds . . .
Campus fountain honors Frank Kern  
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. OCTOBER 6, 1997

 You can’t change the world . . . but spread 
a little sunshine every day, and some of it will 
fall on fertile ground. 
Advice for administrators, managers and/or 
other decision-makers . . .

 Son, if they didn’t have problems, they 
wouldn’t need you.  If you don’t want to work, 
don’t hire out.  

 –  Words of wisdom from Frank W. Kern, 
  as recalled by RLC President Mark S. Kern

When Franklin County farmer and edu-
cator Frank W. Kern spoke, people listened.  
That was particularly true of his wife, 
Juanita, and son, Mark.

And because those two are still paying 
tribute to the man they both loved and 
learned from prior to his death in April 
1985, the entire Rend Lake College com-
munity will benefit from a fountain which 
now flows on the front lawn of the Learning 
Resource Center on the Ina campus.

The fountain, designed by Art Professor 
Sarah Capps, was donated in memory of 
Frank W. Kern by the fifth full-time Presi-
dent of Rend Lake College and his mother 
and dedicated in Mr. Kern’s honor Wednes-
day, October 1.

The fall weather could not have been 
nicer for ceremonies attended by a crowd 
estimated at just over 100 featuring young 
and old alike, current staff and retirees, 
graduates and those who are merely sup-
porters in one fashion or another.

They could appreciate a work of art com-
memorating the college’s 30th anniversary 
during 1996-97.

Its center of attention is the three-foot 
bronze mold of the official college seal.  The 
original design was created by dedication 
participant Ross Wakefield and stands “for 
what we are all about,” according to Young 
Kern, who joined the faculty in 1968.  “The 
lamp of learning representing baccalaureate-
transfer programs and a compass symbol-
izing vocational programs imposed over an 
outline of the lake.”

Kern told a student reporter for the RLC 
Times, “I have always liked the seal, because 
I really think it depicts what Rend Lake Col-
lege is all about.”

Brick-and-concrete benches in an oc-
tagonal shape form the fountain base, sur-
rounded by landscaping of shrubbery and 
flowers.
 “A lot of people deserve credit for what 
you see today,” said President Kern, adding, 
“My Mother and I wanted to do something 
in memory of my father.  Rend Lake College 
seemed the natural place to do it.”

Frank Kern was presented a Master 
Farmer Award by Prairie Farmer magazine 
for his ability as a farmer and his service to 
the community.
 In addition, he spent 22 years as an edu-
cator.  He taught at Moore Grade School, 
where he met another young teacher, wife-
to-be Juanita, and at Ewing;  he taught 
veterans classes during both World War II 
and the Korean conflict, and he finished his 
career as Principal at Thompsonville.

His successor at Thompsonville was cur-
rent RLC Trustee Kirby Browning, who once 
told Frank’s son, “Mark, I have followed a 
legend.”
 “That is one of the best compliments Dad 
could get,” said President Kern.

Wakefield has been a drafting teacher 
(and tennis coach) for the past 27 years at 
Romeoville High School in the Chicago 
suburbs since his inclusion in that first RLC 
graduating class.  He lives in Lemont, which 
is centrally located between Moraine Valley, 
College of DuPage (the largest community 
college in the state) and Joliet (oldest junior 
college in the nation).

Following his own graduation from 
Shelbyville High School, Wakefield chose 
Mt. Vernon Community College his fresh-
man year due to its proximity and programs.

“I have always been happy with that 
choice,” said Wakefield, who had never been 
on the Ina campus previously.  “I have no 
regrets.  I received  a great education and 
am glad I made that decision.”
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Generous RLCF supporter
Stella Baker remembered
RLC NEWS RELEASE MAY 31, 2012

Rend Lake College lost one 
of its biggest fans earlier this 
month with the passing of 
longtime supporter Stella Mary 
Baker, 88, who died of cancer 
on Mother’s Day, May 13, at 
her home in Clearwater, FL.
Baker and her husband, for-
mer RLC Trustee Dr. Allen Y. 
Baker, were married nearly 
64 years. 
When it came to supporting 
Rend Lake College, the Bakers 
were a power couple – cham-
pions of college causes over 
the years. Their most recent 
was in 2008. During his Com-
mencement speech, Dr. Baker 
announced to a record audi-
ence he and Stella had given 
the Foundation $100,000 for 
the establishment of the Dr. Al-
len Y. Baker and Stella Baker 
Scholarship Fund. 
“It’s one of the largest scholar-
ship endowments in the his-
tory of the college,” said Rend 
Lake College Foundation CEO 
Shawna Hall. “Their scholar-
ships are for a male graduate 
and female graduate of Pinck-
neyville High School who have 
enrolled in a Baccalaureate-
Transfer program or health-
related program at Rend Lake 
College. The male student gets 
Allen’s scholarship and the 
female student gets Stella’s. 
They are wonderful scholar-
ships from wonderful people. 
The Bakers have meant so 
much to this college.”
“Stella was a very special 
person in many ways,” said 
former RLC Foundation CEO 
Pat Kern. “She valued her past 
with her close friends in Pinck-
neyville and she continued to 
promote friendship wherever 
she went. They have many 
friends in Florida who were 
a mainstay of their life there.” 

Wakefield did have a confession to make, 
however.  Referring to the compass on the 
seal, he admitted, “We don’t really use that 
in design any more.  You probably need to 
have a (computer) mouse plugged into the 
lamp of learning.”

(“Don’t give Sarah any ideas,” retorted 
President Kern, who praised the artist’s 
work but noted costs soared “2 1/2 times 
after she got involved.  She told me, ‘Mark, 
I’m not cheap.’  Believe me, I know.’)

Among the other presenters . . .
Retired Instructor/Dean James McGhee, 

who chided some of his peers by complain-
ing about the “sun’s glare off all the bald 
heads.”

McGhee lamented the fact designs by 
both Wakefield and current RLC Architec-
ture Associate Professor Rick Marlow, then 
a student, could not have been chosen.  
Marlow’s submission was runner-up in the 
competition.  

Trustees actually made the final decision, 
McGhee related.  “It was a close call.  I wish 
we could have used both, but we have this 
one (by Wakefield) and we have Rick as an 
instructor.”

Like Wakefield, McGhee had a confes-
sion:  “The lake was not in existence when 
his drawing was done.  We hoped it would 
resemble the design when it was finished.”

Among the honored guests  –  current 
Board members Dr. W. Richard Simpson, 
Dr. Allen Patton, Marvin Scott, Robert 
Kirkpatrick and Dr. Kirby Browning;  RLC 
Foundation Directors Mildred Fitzgerrell, 
Sam Mateer, Tom McHugh, Hunt Bonan 
and George Slankard.

Among the specially invited guests  –  
other Rend Lake College retirees Paul Ossig, 
Dwight Dame, Leavell Swink and Kathleen 
Kelley.

Two winners of “Alumnus of the Year” 
distinction  –  Kevin Davis of the Rend Lake 
Conservancy District and current Health 
Education Associate Professor, Athletic 
Director and Coach Tim Wills.

Among those recognized for their many 
years of ongoing service  –  Dr. Barbara 
Luchsinger, Georgine Hawley, Wayne Ar-
nold, David Patton, Jerri Ruemmler, Roger 
Treece, Gary Wade and Terry Clark.
 Among those former students “thirty-
something” years ago  –  Wakefield, Marlow, 
Capps, Saundra Lipe, Jay Lewis and Master 
of Ceremonies Bob Kelley. 
 A reception in the Student Center fol-
lowed dedication ceremonies.             

$2.5 MILLION FACILITY Â
Therapeutic value of Aquatics Center
emphasized at dedication ceremony
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE OCTOBER 30, 1998

“I hope and believe Rend Lake College 
will always continue its high standards of 
education and community involvement  it 
has become known for,” concluded Jimmy 
J. Fulks, President of Mariah Boats, Inc., as 
RLC celebrated the dedication of the Jimmy 
J. Fulks Aquatics Center Friday morning.

From what Fulks and others in a sun-
drenched crowd estimated at around 250 
had just heard, that legacy will be carried on 
by the comprehensive community college 
thanks in large part to the facility named in 
honor of an individual who has promised 
$300,000 toward its completion.

Mt. Vernon resident Frank Donnelly, a 
nontraditional student representing those 
who take advantage of the pool and hy-
drotherapy areas for exercise, therapy and 
relaxation, praised his instructors and the 
facility.

Donnelly initially accompanied his wife, 
Jean, who enrolled for therapeutic purposes 
in one of the Arthritis Aquatics classes.  
Within a couple of days, the retired pharma-
ceutical supply salesman was convinced he 
belonged in the water, also.

One month after arriving in her wheel-
chair, Jean Donnelly began walking into 
the Fulks Aquatics Center on her own.  Her 
husband, with limited motion in his shoul-
der due to a rotator cuff injury, now has full 
range in his arm movement as a result of 
water therapy.

Donnelly now attends two different 
sessions weekly and cited several other 
examples of success stories within the 
early morning Arthritis Aquatics classes.  
He mentioned Colleen, undergoing rehab 
while recovering from shoulder surgery, 
and Gloria, similar to his wife in her need 
for assistance to walk when the program 
began and the “strides” she has made since 
toward recovery.  Moreover, they have all 
become friends as well.

Rend Lake College product Laird Wisely, 
now President of Physical Rehab Works in 
Benton and Mt. Vernon, echoed Donnelly’s 
sentiments.  He was on the college’s original 
aquatics center steering committee and is 
one of several area physical therapists send-
ing clients to the Fulks Aquatics Center.

And RLC President Mark S. Kern admit-
ted the therapeutic value was one of the 
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main selling points behind State of Illinois 
appropriations that led to the $2.5 million 
structure.

The state funded $1.8 million towards  
the construction of the aquatics rehabilita-
tion center based upon the college’s commit-
ment in four areas, noted Kern.  First, the col-
lege would use the facility as a therapeutic 
pool for the physically challenged;  second, 
it would be a facility to serve the community 
as a whole;  third, the center would be used 
to promote tourism in conjunction with 
nearby Wayne Fitzgerrell State Park, and 
fourth, the fact there were no other indoor 
public pools in the eight-county area served  
by the college.

As plans progressed, it was obvious  the 
allotted money would not be enough.  But 
Kern was determined not to use local taxes 
to help pay for the complex.

At that point, the RLC Foundation com-
mitted $200,000 of additional money, a large 
portion of which was provided by pledges  
from the Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon, Far-
rar Oil Company, Peoples National Bank, 
Withers Broadcasting and Mariah Boats, Inc.
 Representing the special donors, along 
with Fulks and his son, Mariah Boats Ex-
ecutive Vice President Rance Fulks, were 
honorees Sam Mateer of Bank of Illinois,  
Caroline Quinn of Farrar Oil, Hunt Bonan 
of Peoples National Bank and Russ Withers 
of Withers Broadcasting.
 By the time the actual bids were accepted, 
there was an even greater shortfall.  The 
State of Illinois agreed to increase its share 
of the cost because of the facility’s heavy 
emphasis on rehabilitation, and the Founda-
tion Board accepted the challenge of raising 
even more funds.
 Kern recalled it did not take Fulks long 
in one of their meetings to assume the addi-
tional liability of the Foundation’s debt, with 
a total personal contribution of $300,000.  
Fulks saw the need and the benefits to the 
community in making his generous offer.
 “When considering this donation, Jimmy 
asked the question, ‘If I do this, will it free 
other monies for (student) scholarships?’ ” 
Kern added.

Sam McGaw, Executive Director of the 
Capital Development Board, was on hand 
to represent Gov. Jim Edgar and the State of 
Illinois.  McGaw, who had worked with col-
lege administrators from the beginning on 
this project, commented, “This is a splendid 
addition (to campus).  It’s a pleasure to see 
in concrete, steel, masonry and glass what 

we have worked so hard towards.”
Or as Donnelly said, the Fulks Aquatics 

Center is a “perfect example” of what can 
be accomplished for the good of the com-
munity “when you have the right people 
going in the right direction and working 
together” toward a common cause.
 Other speakers included Harry L. Crisp 
II, Chairman of the Illinois Community 
College Board, and Pat Mitchell, Executive 
Director of the RLC Foundation.

The day before taking the stage at Rend 
Lake College, Marion Pepsi CEO Crisp was 
in Florida observing the launch of Senator/
Astronaut John Glenn and Friends.  He 
called Rend Lake College one of the state’s 
finest institutions and credited the leader-
ship of Kern for that reputation.
 Crisp also compared the space mission 
to the creation of the Fulks Aquatics Center, 
which opened in February.  “We are all part 
of it,” he sad.  “It all ties together.  Coming 
together means a lot,” regardless of the en-
deavor.

Mitchell remembered back to a speech 
by Jimmy J. Fulks at the RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner when he helped launch the 
“Generations of Excellence” capital cam-
paign with his original pledge of $100,000.

“ ‘I am the son of a poor sharecropper,’ ” 
she recalled him telling that gathering.  With 
winter approaching, a teacher took it upon 
herself to buy the youthful Jimmy Fulks a 
pair of shoes.

“ ‘I swore then to repay that debt over 
and over if I ever got the chance,’ ” Mitchell 
recalled his words, “and he certainly has 
done that.”
 For that, hundreds of current and future 
Aquatics Center users will forever be grateful.

PRODUCTIVE FOUR YEARS Â
No. 7 Fulks joins Foundation lineup
of Presidential Award heavy-hitters
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 8, 1998

How appropriate is it that Jimmy J. Fulks 
would become No. 7 in a lineup of heavy hit-
ters for the Rend Lake College Foundation.

A close personal friend of the late Mickey 
Mantle  –  a picture of the two of them 
hangs in the office of the Mariah Boats, Inc. 
CEO, along with other memorabilia of No. 
7, the former Yankee great  –  Fulks joined 
the RLC Foundation version of the Hall of 
Fame Tuesday evening when he was named 
recipient of a “Presidential Award.”

With the announcement by Rend Lake 
College President Mark S. Kern, Fulks 
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Stella Baker (cont.)
Dr. Baker was a founding 
Trustee for RLC and served 
as President of the District 
#521 Board of Trustees from 
1970-74, as well as President 
of the Illinois Community Col-
lege Board (ICCB). 
Among the college’s earliest 
photos is a black-and-white 
snapshot of the ground-break-
ing ceremony on March 27, 
1969. In the foreground, with 
his foot pushing on the shovel, 
is Dr. Baker, flanked by his 
fellow Trustees. A crowd of 
onlookers are gathered behind 
them in the background. While 
the faces in the crowd can’t 
be made out in the grainy 
photograph, one would imag-
ine Stella Baker being there, 
watching her husband help 
make local history. 
The Bakers were married in 
Pinckneyville in 1948 and 
spent more than 40 years 
there before moving to Florida. 
Stella worked in Dr. Baker’s 

t et  e a te  ea  
their two children, Allen Jr. and 
Debbie. Stella was a Girl Scout 
leader and then worked on the 
Miss Perry County Fair Beauty 
Pageant for many years. 
She was born October 20, 
1923, in Broadview, MT, and 
grew up on the farm her fa-
ther homesteaded there. She 
graduated from what was 
then Eastern Montana State 
Normal School in Billings. 
After college, she worked 
as a telephone operator and 
s e s , st  B ll s a  
then at Fort Lewis, WA, where 
she met her husband. 
Stella is survived by her hus-
band, son Allen Jr. and wife 
Suzanne of Ashland, OR,  
daughter Debbie Arett and 
husband Kyle of McDonough, 
GA;  grandchildren Aaron 
and Dana Baker, and great-
grandchildren Brenda, Celeste 
and Aaron Baker Jr.
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SMGSI Loan Forgiveness
deserves Gold Major Gift
NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2003

St. Mary’s/Good Samaritan 
Inc. is one of two area hos-
pitals which help college stu-
dents repay student loans 
while gaining valuable work 
experience to be honored by 
the RLC Foundation.
St. Mary’s/Good Samaritan 
was awarded a Gold Major Gift 
during the December 4 Annual 
Dinner.  It recently made a two-
year, $100,000 commitment 
to support its Loan Forgive-
ness program and to establish 
the Oliver D. Spitler Memo-
rial Scholarship Endowment.  
Good Samaritan Hospital has 
been a scholarship supporter 
since 1987, including the Dr. 
David E. Hill Memorial Scholar-
ship Endowment.
SMGSI helps nursing students 
repay student loans in return 
for a two-year commitment 
to work at the hospital.  One 
of the largest health care 
organizations in the region, 
it encompasses two regional 
hospitals, eight Family Health 
Centers and several specialty 
programs.  It boasts 1,857 
employees, 121 physicians, 
273 auxilians and 411 beds.
SSM Health Care, one of the 
entity’s co-sponsors, recently 
be a e t e st ealt  a e 
system in the nation to re-
ceive the prestigious Malcolm 
Baldridge National Quality 
Award.  SMGSI is accredited 
by the Joint Commission of 
Healthcare Organizations and 
recognized by the State of 
Illinois Lincoln Foundation for 
Business Excellence.
SMGSI was selected by the 
Lincoln Foundation for Perfor-
mance Excellence to receive 
its highest honor, the Gold 
Award for Achievement of Ex-
elle e   t s t e st a  

in any industry to receive the 
award in three years.

becomes only the seventh person to be so 
honored, following another heavyweight in 
Sam Mateer of Mt. Vernon a year ago, Jim 
Kelly (Sesser) in 1996 and the initial quartet 
of Hunt Bonan (McLeansboro), Mildred 
Fitzgerrell (Sesser), Richard Garner (Sesser) 
and Howard L. Payne (Benton) in 1995.

Fulks could do about anything he wanted 
in the field  –  pitch, play shortstop, roam 
the outfield like his old friend  –  or in the 
batting order  –  hit clean-up, lead-off, etc.  –  
for the Rend Lake College Foundation after 
a very productive four years on its Board of 
Directors.

Prior to Tuesday’s honor at the Foun-
dation Annual Dinner at the Mt. Vernon 
Holiday Inn, Fulks’ contributions to the 
college  in recent years had amounted to 
over $300,000 and culminated in the recent 
naming of the new Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics 
Center on the Ina campus.

The Mariah Boats founder and President 
made an immediate impact in 1994, a few 
short months after joining the board, when 
he matched the lead gifts of Continental 
General Tire and Bank of Illinois in Mt. 
Vernon with a $100,000 commitment to 
the “Generations of Excellence” capital 
campaign.  Those donations provided the 
major impetus toward an initial goal of 
$250,000 which was increased 2-for-1 by an 
“Endowment Challenge” Grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education.

And as a result, the not-for-profit RLC 
Foundation now boasts a perpetual endow-
ment fund of just over $1 million from which 
it can draw interest for ongoing student 
scholarships.

Fulks had told those present at the 1994 
Annual Dinner of his humble beginnings as 
a sharecropper’s son, of his needs one winter 
as a small child without adequate footwear, 
of a teacher’s generosity in taking him to a 
store to purchase a new pair of shoes and in 
his personal vow to repay that debt “over 
and over if I ever get the chance.”

“He certainly has done that,” RLC Foun-
dation Executive Director Pat Mitchell said 
at the October 30 dedication of the Fulks 
Aquatics Center.

Since that early investment in the college 
and its students, Fulks and Mariah Boats 
also have been a co-sponsor of the annual 
RLC Foundation Open Golf Tournament 
each summer.

Enough to earn a “Presidential Award?”  
Without question.

Fulks was far from done, however.

He allowed the Mariah pledge in later 
years to be counted toward a $200,000 
shortfall in funding for the aquatics recre-
ating and rehabilitation facility.  When that 
still was not enough to go along with the 
state’s original $1.8 million appropriation, 
Fulks personally upped the ante enough to 
complete the project.

Kern recalled it did not take Fulks long 
in one of their meetings to decide to assume 
the additional liability.  Fulks saw the need 
and the benefits to the community in making 
his generous offer,” Kern said.

“When considering this donation, Jimmy 
asked the question, ‘If I do this, will it free 
other monies for (student) scholarships?’ ”
 In a Letter to the Editor on Fulks’ behalf 
last summer, Kern alluded to a project “in 
jeopardy.  Mr. Fulks made a major donation 
that allowed the project  –  done by Southern 
Illinois contractors  –  to be completed.
 “The facility now enables people with 
arthritic conditions to exercise, those with 
physical problems to have water therapy, 
young children to learn to swim, others to 
receive live-saving lessons and lifeguard 
training and a place for high school students 
to have wholesome after-prom or gradua-
tion parties.”
 Added Kern:  “Mr. Fulks has underwrit-
ten major educational projects by donating 
much-needed equipment and educational 
tools to Rend Lake College, Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale, University 
of Illinois and John A. Logan College.  He 
has made his business available to provide 
training for students and job opportunities 
for hundreds of area residents.
 “I know first-hand Mr. Fulks has regu-
larly come to the aid of those in need, also.  
He has helped ease the financial pain of 
medical and economic disasters for many 
area families, and he has repeatedly given 
generously to provide clothing for economi-
cally disadvantaged children, support for 
community-based activities such as youth 
sports programs and American Red Cross 
Blood Drives, food for local pantries and 
funding for street signs in Benton.
 “It has been my privilege,” concluded 
Kern, “to view Mr. Fulks’ many contribu-
tions to and his positive impact on our 
region.”
 There are no hard-and-fast rules to gain-
ing membership in the exclusive “Presiden-
tial Award” Club, no magic numbers or 
goals to reach to guarantee inclusion, Kern 
pointed out once again.
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RLC employees (65-70%)
donate $40,000 in year
NEWS RELEASE AUGUST 12, 2004

Rend Lake College employees 
certainly do believe in mak-
ing sure students have every 
opportunity to succeed, as 
evidenced by their outstand-
ing contributions to the RLC 
Foundation.
According to Pat Mitchell, 

e  e t e e   t e 
Rend Lake College Foun-
dation, college employees 
contributed about $40,000 to 
Foundation efforts during the 
past year.  She said the aver-
age giving of employees at a 
college of comparable size is 
about $10,000.
“The staff believes in the col-
lege and they are committed 
to our future success,” Mitchell 
said.  “Rend Lake College is a 
great place to work.”
At RLC, approximately 65 to 
70 percent of the employees 
give back to the college an-
nually, whereas 40 percent 
is considered a good rate of 
return for the average college, 
Mitchell added.
One of the reasons for these 
high numbers is the simplicity 
of donating.  “We make it easy 
for staff to give through payroll 
deduction,” said Mitchell.  She 
noted a strong orientation 
program for new employees, 
which includes an informa-
tional meeting with Mitchell 
regarding the Rend Lake Col-
lege Foundation, as well as 
an emphasis placed on staff 
participation in special events 
as other reasons for the high 
donations.
The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation was incorporated by 
the state in 1966 to advance 
t e e at al, s e t  a  
cultural purposes of Rend Lake 
College.  It was not until 1979, 
however, the not-for-profit 
organization became active as 
a friend- and fund-raiser. 

ing education possible for many, including 
single parents, public assistance clients and 
low-income parents;

2) To develop a learning lab for students 
in RLC’s one-year certificate and two-year 
degree programs in Child Development;

3) To develop a model center that will 
promote quality care for young children 
throughout the district.

“We’ve been talking about it for years,” 
Mitchell commented.  “I found mention of 
a child-care facility in Foundation minutes 
from 1979 and again in ’85.  There have been 
several other proposals in recent years, but 
for various reasons none have ever gotten 
off the ground before.

“I think most people were to the point 
they didn’t think it was ever going to hap-
pen.”

A realistic proposal from Grounds, Di-
rector of Resource Development Bob Ross 
and Director of the Physical Plant Randall 
Shively is credited with providing the im-
petus for the latest happening.

When presented at a Board of Trustees 
meeting a couple of months back, the pro-
posal was described by one proponent as 
“probably the most realistic, bare-bone plan 
we could have . . . an approach for a quality 
program and a very practical structure.”

President Mark S. Kern agreed with the 
assessment by Ross.  “This,” Kern said then, 
“is about as practical as you are going to 
get and still meet all the standards that are 
necessary.”

Confronted with a fund-raising option 
in the $300,000 range, the RLC Foundation 
Board of Directors chose instead to accept 
the greater challenge and include a more 
expensive model which an adult classroom 
with observation areas, more windows for a 
better learning environment and an outdoor 
porch.

“They all felt if it was going to be done, 
it should be done right,” Mitchell added.

The Foundation Directors quickly accept-
ed the challenge.  Peoples National Bank of 
Mt. Vernon and McLeansboro, thanks to the 
efforts of RLC Foundation President Hunt 
Bonan, immediately stepped to the fore-
front with a sizable contribution.  Caroline 
Quinn, who decided not to run for election 
in the most recent Trustee race, expressed 
her interest in staying involved with this 
particular project and made the center one 
of her goals, as well.  Individual members 
did not hesitate to make their personal con-
tributions.

Foundation directors, noted Kern, “pro-
vide many functions for the college, not the 
least of which is to provide college officials 
with community opinion concerning the 
college and to help explain college activities 
to the people within their communities.

“However, the most important role of 
most foundations and their membership is 
to raise monies for activities that could not 
be funded through normal resources.”                

ANNUAL DINNER SURPRISE Â
Enough talk . . . Children’s Center
to become a reality thanks to many
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 1997

Whoever thought up the saying, “Last, 
but certainly not least,” must have had Tues-
day night’s Rend Lake College Foundation  
Annual Dinner in mind.

The last thing on the agenda was any-
thing but the least.

Just when the 300-plus supporters in the 
audience thought they were about to hear 
a fund-raising plea on behalf of a much-
needed child development lab on-campus, 
it was announced the money is as good as 
in-the-bank and ground-breaking is sched-
uled in the spring.

The RLC Children’s Center is nearing 
reality, thanks to recent efforts  of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation membership and 
major contributors Marjorie Farrar and 
Coyn Mateer.  The new training and child-
care facility is expected to be open in time 
for Fall Semester ’98 classes.

An internal campaign within the Foun-
dation rank produced half of the estimated 
$400,000 project in donations and pledges 
over the next five years.  Mrs. Farrar, Chair-
man of the Board for Farrar Oil, and retired 
sign magnate Mateer promised $100,000 
each to complete the deal.

The news even surprised RLC Child 
Development Instructor Tina Grounds, who 
was asked by Pat Mitchell, Director of Insti-
tutional Advancement for the college and 
Executive Director of the RLC Foundation, 
to explain the need.

According to Grounds, the purpose of the 
facility is to help Rend Lake College “meet 
the educational needs of both its present 
student population and the population  of 
potential students who do not have the 
availability of quality childcare for their 
children.”

The lab will meet three main objectives:
1) To provide accessible, quality child 

care services for students and staff, mak-
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McLain’s ‘lifelong dream’
a trip to Beijing Olympics
NEWS RELEASE JULY 17, 2008

Brent McLain will board a 
plane next month with check-
list in hand.  For a man retired 
Rend Lake College President 
Mark S. Kern calls “the most 
organized person I have ever 
known,” it goes without saying 
he will be prepared.  And while 
the list will include a ticket and 
toothbrush, the main item will 
read, “live a lifelong dream.”
Rend Lake College and the 
Foundation are sending the 
seven-year RLC Cross-Coun-
try and Track and Field Coach 
to the 2008 Games in Beijing, 
China. There, he will get to 

at  s st a -t e -
Olympian  –  middle-distance 
phenom Boaz Lalang  –  com-
pete on the world stage.
Vice President of Finance and 
Administration Larry West said 
McLain was speechless and 
overwhelmed upon learning 
he would be Beijing-bound.
“He actually hugged me!” 
West said. “I don’t think he 
quite knew how to respond 
with words, but after that, I 
could tell he was overjoyed.”
“I’ve known for a whole day 
now and I still don’t know what 
to say,” McLain said today. “I 
am honored and grateful to be 
given this opportunity. I hate 
to travel, but I wouldn’t trade 
this chance for anything. This 
means the world to me and I 
am so excited to be able to be 
there as Boaz goes up against 
the best in the world. I know it 
is a coach’s job to inspire. But 
every now and then, you get 
a runner who reminds you of 
the pure joy of coaching. He is 
inspirational.”
Lalang, 19,of Eldoret, Kenya, 
sailed through the NJCAA 
Indoor and Outdoor National 
Championships this season, 
picking up individual titles in 
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 “The results were astonishing,” admitted 
Mitchell, hosting her first Annual Dinner.
 Research from the National Coalition for 
Campus Children’s Centers, according to 
Grounds, reveals student-parents receiving  
quality child care have higher grade-point 
averages, demonstrate higher rates of per-
sistence to remain in school and have higher 
graduation rates than campus counterparts, 
in a fewer number of years.  The study also 
indicates the determination of availability 
of child care is critical in their decision to 
enroll in college in the first place.
 The need for child care at Rend Lake 
College has been well-documented, consid-
ering the average age of students (31-plus) 
and large numbers of first-generation col-
lege students who are economically disad-
vantaged.
 Grounds also emphasized in her report:  
“Child care is a growth industry in Southern 
Illinois that cannot find enough qualified 
staff.  In the counties served by Rend Lake 
College, there are approximately 6,728 chil-
dren of working parents from birth to age 
5 who need care, but there are only 1,548 
openings for children in early childhood 
programs.  To meet this need, many new 
child care facilities are being started.”
 There are 72 students enrolled in the 
program presently.  Grounds indicated, “I 
also believe it could help us increase our 
enrollment numbers significantly.”
 “The proposed facility,” according to 
the report, “will be a newly constructed 
building (brick front) at the northwest side 
of campus.  The building will accommo-
date 80 slots with the potential of serving 
150-200 children.  The first section will 
accommodate the classrooms for the child 
care center with an office, kitchen, restroom 
and storage areas.  The children’s classroom 
will accommodate infants, toddlers and 
preschoolers.  Each classroom would extend 
to the outdoor play environment.”
 Mitchell looked at Grounds following the 
announcement and was beaming.  “Tina,” 
she said, “I can say to you, we are going to 
have a Children’s Center.  You’ve got your 
work cut out for you.”                   

2002 DINNER HIGHLIGHTS Â
Doors open in Pinckneyville Center,
MarketPlace, Hitting Zone and more
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 2002

 The Rend Lake College Foundation 
celebrated another year of outstanding 
service to its district at the Annual Dinner 

Thursday, December 12, at the Mt. Vernon 
Holiday Inn.
 “The past year at Rend Lake College has 
been a very exciting time in our history,” 
remarked RLC President Mark S. Kern.   
“Not only did we celebrate our 35th an-
niversary, but we opened the doors to two 
new campuses  –  the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus and the RLC Mar-
ketPlace in Mt. Vernon.”
 In addition, continued Kern, the doors 
opened to The Hitting Zone, an indoor base-
ball/softball training facility for area youth 
and RLC student-athletes on the Rend Lake 
College Ina campus.  Finally, the Staff Clock 
Tower was dedicated on September 15.
 President Kern and RLCF Executive Di-
rector Pat Mitchell informed the crowd of 
more than 375 some of the ways in which the 
college has touched the lives of the district’s 
constituency during the past 12 months.
 For instance, did you know . . .
 • The RLC Foundation Children’s Center 
reached over 100 children and their parents;
 • Attendance at junior high school state 
basketball tournament games and pre-sea-
son shootouts in James “Hummer” Waugh 
Gymnasium surpassed 15,000;
 • The Hitting Zone has been open for 
only a few months and already has 153 
young people enrolled;
 • Approximately 400 high school stu-
dents are enrolled in Rend Lake College’s 
dual-credit classes;
 • Over 27,000 people walked through  
the doors of the Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics 
Center;
 • Over 65 percent of all in-district high 
school grads who are going to college from 
the Class of 2002 chose Rend Lake College;
 • During the 2002-03 academic year, 
over 300 students are receiving scholarships 
through the RLC Foundation;
 • Rend Lake College offered business 
and industry training and job fair services 
to over 1,000 participants;
 • Over 200 senior adults (unduplicated) 
attended RLC Foundation Institute for 
Learning in Retirement programs;
 • The headcount enrollment for FY2002 
was 10,535 students.
 “That means, if you count all of the ser-
vices we provide to the community, Rend 
Lake College has reached in excess of 40,000 
people,” Kern said proudly.  “That figure is 
approaching one in every two people within 
our district.”
 Mitchell then thanked everyone in at-(Continued at far right on next page)
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tendance, saying, “It’s the result of efforts 
of community supporters, instructors, staff 
members and board members.  Give your-
selves a big hand for reaching 40,000 people.”             

ANDREA BRADLEY Â
Mother Shirley, former classmate help
others while keeping memory alive
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE MAY 28, 2014

If you ask anyone who knew her, the 
response would be Andrea Bradley was a 
kind-hearted, hard-working student who 
was bound for great things.

But a tragic accident in October 1991 
put a halt to her plans of continuing her 
education.  After her death in 1992, the 
Andrea Bradley Memorial Scholarship was 
established by her mother, Shirley, and it 
continues to help RLC students more than 
20 years later.

Andrea was born and raised in Sesser, 
graduating from high school in 1989.  As 
an adolescent, she sold weekly newspapers, 
babysat and worked at local restaurants to 
save money for her first car.  For her mother, 
getting Andrea into college for a higher 
education degree was a must.

“Andrea knew early that she would have 
to work to have extra things,” said Shirley 
Bradley.  “At the end of her high school 
years, she was given a $200 scholarship from 
a Beta Sigma Phi sorority, and I remember 
how happy she was.  She swore when she 
completed college, she would return with a 
scholarship for one in need, such as herself.  
It was one thing she wanted, so I knew I had 
to do it after she passed.”

As an Accounting major at RLC, Andrea 
also worked full-time between three jobs, in-
cluding as a student-worker on-campus for 
Mary Roe and Cindy Corn, in a restaurant 
and cleaning in a local garment factory.  

Roe, the Special Populations Coordina-
tor for Vocational programs at that time, 
remembers Andrea as one of the best and 
hardest-working students she ever had in 
her office.

“I remember she was a very goal-driven 
person who kept her focus on what she 
wanted,” said Roe.  “Andrea definitely was 
a first-generation college student who was a 
hard-worker and who did everything with 
a smile.  It meant everything to her to come 
to Rend Lake College.  

“I visited her when she was in the hos-
pital after the accident, and I just remember 
being so sad.  She had so much potential 
and it was a life lost too young.  She had 

Christian values, and she didn’t just know 
them, she lived by them.  She was a joy to 
be around.”

Shirley Bradley agreed with Roe, adding 
Andrea really felt at home when she came to 
college, she bloomed into the young woman 
everyone grew to care for so much.

“When she came to RLC, everyone there 
treated her for who she was, not for what 
she didn’t have,” said her mother.  “She was 
always happy here.  I am blessed to be able 
to give this scholarship from my heart to help 
somebody who needs it, like Andrea did.”

Corn, who then worked full-time in the 
Fitness Center, commented, “Andrea was 
such a good worker.  She was very quiet and 
a kind soul with a great heart.  It was one of 
the saddest things I have been through as 
far as losing one of my students.”

Also during her time at Rend Lake Col-
lege, Andrea served as President of the Phi 
Theta Kappa Rho Xi honor society and as 
Treasurer of Human Resource.  She gradu-
ated in 1991 and moved on to Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale as a Business 
Management major.

Shortly after starting school at SIUC, 
she was involved in the car accident that 
resulted in brain damage and a coma that 
lasted eight months before she died May 13, 
1992.

Despite her tremendous loss, Shirley 
Bradley said she is at peace with what hap-
pened, though she will always remember 
Andrea’s last message.

“I sometimes think about Andrea’s first 
car.  She paid cash for it and she was so 
proud of it.  Her license plates were ALB 89  
–  her initials and the year she graduated 
from Sesser-Valier High School,” said Brad-
ley.  “After Andrea died, I came home one 
night with a friend, and she saw the license 
plate and said, ‘Angels Live Beyond.’  

“I thought that was exactly it, but I won-
dered what the 89 stood for as well.  A few 
weeks later it came to me . . . eight months 
and nine days in a coma.  She passed on 
her message to me that she lives on in the 
scholarship we have made for her at Rend 
Lake College.”

The Andrea Bradley Memorial Scholar-
ship is awarded annually to a traditional 
student who shows need and also is a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa.  Last year, the 
scholarship was awarded to Hannah Herz-
ing of Waltonville.
 “This scholarship was a fantastic way 
for me to enhance my education.  It greatly 

the 800M, 1,000M and Mile, 
and leading his team to an In-
door title. He holds the world’s 
season-best collegiate 800M 
a  le a ks  e al e  
to represent his native coun-
try in the 800M in July.
Included in the RLCF Mission 
is support of excellence and 
tradition.  “I see this as a way 
of supporting and recognizing 
the high caliber of students 
and staff at RLC,” Foundation 
CEO Pat Kern said. “I see this 
as being part of that mission.”  
“I really feel passionate about 
this,” Kern said. “This may be 
a once-in-a-lifetime thing and 
I think we should send a rep-
resentative. I give Brent a lot 
of credit for recruiting Boaz 
and now he will have a unique 
opportunity to recruit in Bei-
jing . . . an opportunity most 
coaches would not have.”
When Kern took the idea 
to RLCF Board Chair Hunt 
Bonan, he asked if Lalang 
would be returning in the fall, 
she said.  “The answer is yes, 
which makes this honor even 
more meaningful,” she said.
McLain is Assistant to the Vice 
President of Finance and Ad-
ministration for Athletics and 
A.D., in addition to coaching.
McLain’s role will be one of 
Olympic Ambassador-of-sorts 
for the college community. 
The IT Department is equip-
ping him with a 21st Cen-
tury approach to chronicling 
his journey. McLain will get 
technology to report ongoing 
accounts of his Olympic trek. 
He will also be e-mailing daily 
journal updates and post-
ing images from China, all of 
which will be distributed to 
local media by the college’s 

bl  at  e   -
ditionally, there are plans for 
McLain to provide live reports, 
via a webcam, with real-time 
audio and video.

 -  - 

‘Lifelong dream’ (cont.)
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Peabody Energy hits Gold
with $100,000 donation
NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 7, 2007

The world’s largest private-
sector coal company found 
some precious metal at the 
26th Rend Lake College Foun-
dation Annual Dinner.
Peabody Energy was awarded 
a Gold Major Gift Award by 
RLC President Mark S. Kern 
on behalf of the Foundation. 
Gold Major Gift Awards are re-
served for supporters who give
$50,000 - $250,000 to the 
Foundation. This particular 
award was for a $100,000 gift 
from Peabody to bolster the 
college’s Coal Mining Tech-
nology program and help with 
capital development at the 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus  –  one of the col-
lege’s two satellite campuses 
in District 521.
The college learned of the 
one-time gift from Peabody 
in August.  “If the demand is 
there, we hope to be able to 
add 15,000 square feet to the 
existing Murphy-Wall Cam-
pus,” Kern said. “The building 
was designed for a vocational 
component to be added.”
In addition to the monetary 
support, the corporation is 
prepared to offer assistance 
in the development of RLC’s 
Coal Mining Technology pro-
gram. Peabody also will al-
low students and faculty to 
tour underground and surface 
operations to observe min-
ing methods and processes, 
equipment operation, safety 
practices and more.
Peabody Energy’s coal prod-
ucts fuel approximately 10 
percent of all U.S. electricity 
generation and more than 2 
percent worldwide with 30 
mining operations in the U.S. 
a  st al a  t as e ll s 
operations, plus the upcoming 
Prairie State Energy Campus 
west of Pinckneyville.
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helped me financially, giving me the ability 
to take classes that would benefit me in the 
long run,” said Herzing.  “This scholarship 
was a gift to my future and I am so grate-
ful.  Receiving this scholarship gives me 
confidence in my work and motivates me 
to continue my education and pursue my 
future endeavors.”

Herzing said the scholarship has shown 
her how the generosity of one can help many.”
 “I feel Andrea’s generosity to give back is 
inspiring and motivates me to get involved 
in my community.  I am a member of Phi 
Theta Kappa, and it is a great organization 
that pushes students to give their all in 
their education and maintain a strong work 
ethic,” said Herzing.
 After more than 20 years of scholarship 
awards, Shirley Bradley said the best mo-
ments are when previous student recipients 
stop in at her workplace to say hello or just 
catch up with the donor.
 “Some of the students will stop in and 
see me at work, and it is like a complete 
circle to see them and hear them say how 
the scholarship helped them.  I drive my 
car with Andrea’s license plate on it, so they 
always know it is me.  I am so happy to tell 
them about it every time they ask.
 “I also have to thank Ellyn Messersmith 
for her contribution to help make the Andrea 
Bradley Memorial Scholarship Fund what 
we have today.”
 Messersmith was a friend of Andrea’s 
who identified with her because of their 
backgrounds in working hard and attend-
ing school on a scholarship.  Every year she 
matches Shirley Bradley’s donation to the 
scholarship fund.
 “I think Andrea was one of those kids 
who was always told they couldn’t go to 
college unless they found a way, and she 
did,” said Messersmith.  “I always had a 
connection with her that way.  I tell kids all 
the time that it doesn’t matter how much 
you have, it is about how badly you want it.
 “She was the kindest young lady I had 
been around in a long time.  Her No. 1 thing 
was always to include other people, espe-
cially her mother, and she would have been 
a positive member of society.  She had such 
a view of the needs of the world, especially 
at such a young age.  Andrea was such a 
special person.”
 RLC Foundation CEO Shawn Manion 
noted it is the generosity of people like 
Shirley Bradley and Ellyn Messersmith that 
keeps students motivated toward coming to 

college and achieving their dreams.
 “The Rend Lake College Foundation 
can never express how awe-inspiring it is 
to see family members and friends step up 
in a time of personal crisis to help others.  
For Shirley, especially, she continues to give 
out of the kindness of her heart despite the 
hardship she experienced when she lost her 
daughter,” said Manion.
 “Every little bit helps the students at 
Rend Lake College, and we appreciate her 
donation for the difference it makes in the 
lives of the students who receive it.”               
PAT KERN Â
Private Dining naming, scholarship
in recognition of retiring RLCF CEO
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 5, 2011

The Rend Lake College Foundation 
Board joined the RLC Board of Trustees 
Thursday night in two big announcements 
celebrating the illustrious career of retiring 
Foundation CEO Pat Kern. 

Members revealed to Kern at the RLCF 
Annual Dinner Meeting a $20,000 scholar-
ship endowment has been established and a 
room on campus named in her honor.  Kern 
will serve her last day as CEO on December 
31 and will return to the Foundation as a 
consultant next year. She will have worked 
more than 14 years as CEO and almost 20 
years with the Foundation when she retires.

Current RLCF Assistant Director Shawna 
Hall of Mt. Vernon has been named Kern’s 
successor as CEO. 

Ed Cunningham, who sits on both the 
RLC and RLCF Boards, presented Kern a 
plaque on behalf of the Trustees. 

“The sign of a true leader is someone 
who brings people together from all walks 
of life, different ambitions, different goals 
and gets them all working the same way all 
together in one direction to make something 
good, and Pat has done that for 14 years,” 
Cunningham said. 

“Look at what the college has done and 
look at what the Foundation has done for the 
college . . . How many kids do you think this 
has touched?  And how many do you think 
it will continue to touch for the future?” 

The plaque – a replica of what will be 
placed in the Pat Kern Private Dining Room, 
located inside the Student Center  –  features 
her likeness and reads, “In appreciation for 
her dedication and devotion to the Rend 
Lake College Foundation.” 

Kern said it is her favorite room on cam-
pus because of the tributes to college Trust-
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ees, RLCF Board members and major con-
tributors that line the walls. “You couldn’t 
have given me anything that I could have 
appreciated more,” Kern said. 

RLCF Board Member Hunt Bonan said 
Directors pooled their resources to estab-
lish a $10,000 endowed scholarship. Later, 
Steven Beal, a Foundation Board member 
from Mt. Vernon, furthered what he had 
already committed by personally matching 
the $10,000 endowment for a total of $20,000.

The Pat Kern scholarship, according to 
Bonan, will be awarded to a student of her 
choosing. 

“I don’t know what to say. I’m completely 
surprised,” Kern said. “I can’t think of a more 
wonderful gift to receive than a scholarship.  
My Dad said to me, ‘You don’t live unless you 
give.’ And I’ve thought of that many times. 
I want to thank everyone who donated and 
everyone who’s behind this.”

“The best part of this job has been meet-
ing all the people in this room who have 
given to the Foundation . . . You become 
very, very good friends. I want to thank you 
from the bottom of my heart for this gift.” 

Bonan mentioned a number of important 
projects the college has been able to com-
plete through the Foundation under Kern’s 
guidance and dedication. They include the 
campus children’s center, aquatics center, 
clock tower, Walls of Fame and Walls of 
Honor, countless equipment donations, the 
satellite campus in Pinckneyville and its 
expansion this year. 

Paramount, Bonan said, has been the 
increase in scholarship giving from $45,000 
two decades ago to more than $500,000 
this year, for a total of more than $4 million 
throughout the years. 

The Foundation’s net assets have more 
than doubled in a decade and total dona-
tions since establishment reached $11.5 
million this year. 

“Many of you in the room tonight have 
worked with Pat to make these things hap-
pen,” said Bonan. “So perhaps Pat’s greatest 
achievement for these last many years has 
been to bring people together for a common 
purpose. 

“The opportunity for a quality education 
is the common purpose and Pat, working 
with all of us through the Foundation, has 
made it possible for someone who has the 
desire for a college education to have that 
opportunity to get that education, regard-
less of their economic circumstances, at a 
first-class community college right here in 

Southern Illinois.” 
Pat Kern assured everyone she will not be 

far from the college when 2012 rolls around. 
“I’m coming back to work one day a week,” 
she said. “It will be good for me. It will be 
good for Shawna. It will be good for the or-
ganizations.  I’m not going anywhere.  I’m 
here to help the Foundation whenever I can. 
I want it to succeed and I know Shawna has 
all the qualities she needs to succeed, and 
I’m here to help her do that.”                   

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD-WINNER Â
No armchair story:  Petty’s best trip
year-long one back from his stroke 
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 6, 2001

Dr. Warren Petty has traveled the world 
in recent years, especially since his retire-
ment from a thriving dental practice in 
Benton.  He and his wife, Phyllis, frequently 
share those experiences with “armchair 
tour” presentations to local groups.

But his best trip yet has been the long 
one back from a devastating stroke approxi-
mately a year ago.

Just how far he has come back was dem-
onstrated Thursday night during the Rend 
Lake College Foundation Annual Dinner.  
The comeback reached a climax when Petty 
was awarded two of the festivities’ highest 
honors as recipient of both the RLCF “Presi-
dential Award” and a Platinum Major Seal 
Award.

“Throughout his career,” Rend Lake Col-
lege President Mark S. Kern told the crowd 
of 350-plus at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn, 
“Dr. Warren Petty has helped others, and he 
continues to do this through his efforts as a 
Foundation Board member.”

The Foundation “Presidential Award” is 
given to a Board member who has excelled 
in his or her role as a Director.  Petty is the 
10th RLCF Board member to be so honored, 
following an initial group of four in 1995 
and one recognized each year since at the 
Annual Dinner.

There are no written rules for gaining 
admission to the exclusive “Presidential 
Award” Club, no magic numbers or goals 
to reach to guarantee inclusion, Kern said.

Foundation Directors  –  currently num-
bering 21  –  “provide many functions for the 
college, not the least of which is to provide 
college officials with community opinion 
concerning the college and to help explain 
college activities to the people within their 
communities.  However, the most impor-
tant role of most foundations and their 

 -  - 

Performer Julie Wilkerson
adds to impressive résumé
ANNUAL DINNER PROGRAM 1997

With tonight’s appearance, 
Julie Wilkerson can add the 
RLC Foundat ion Annual 
Dinner to an impressive list 
of performance opportunities 
that already included the 1992 
Illinois State Society Inaugural 
Ball held at the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
a two-hour performance 
before approximately 20,000 
people at the Clinton/Gore 
post-National Convention Bus 
Stop in Vandalia, several other 
galas for Illinois Gubernatorial 
and U.S. Senate candidates 
and the Illinois State Municipal 
Treasurers Association at The 

lt   el
A product of McLeansboro 
High School, she graduated 
magna cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Music Degree 
(in Education) from Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale.  
She began teaching Music 
Apprec ia t ion and Music 
Fundamentals and directed the 
newly formed RLC Community 
Chorus Spring Semester 1997.  
She also taught Applied Voice 
and Guitar during 1996-97 for 
Southeastern Illinois College 
and has studied under both 
Brett Gibbs at Mt. Vernon 
Township High school and 
Rebecca Garavalia at Benton 
Middle School.  She is the wife 
of RLC Agriculture Instructor 
Terry Wilkerson.
[Editor’s Note:  The RLC Music 
Instructor entertained the full-
house with Holiday Selections.]

 -  - 

Carlock reports fourfold
increase in assets, ’88-90
According to Director Bob Car-
lock, total assets of the RLC 
Foundation went from $39,825 
in March 1988 to $127,000, 
including $32,000 in endowed 
funds, in September 1990. 
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Asked to do more with less; 
Opposite request for RLCF
RLCF INFORMATIONAL PROGRAM 1993

Dear Foundation Member:
Last year was the 25th Anni-
versary for Rend Lake College.  
During the year, the college 
served a record 8,982 students 
in credit courses.  In addition, 
another 3,000 people were 
served in non-credit activities 
through Community Services, 
the Business Resource As-
sistance Center and the JTPA 
Client Center.  Approximately 
one in eight residents of the 
College District was served 
by the college during the 1992 
Fiscal Year.  In fact, the col-
lege has experienced a steady 
growth since 1986.
The college has three major 
sources of funds, which are lo-
cal taxes, tuition and state fund-
ing.  From 1986 to the present, 
the assessed valuation of the 
College District dropped from 
$410 million to $377 million.  
Even though state reimburse-
ment increased, it did not keep 
up with the increase in enroll-
ment and barely kept up with 

at   
Tuition, which is the only 
source of funding which the 
college can control, is at $28 
per credit hour.  This is consid-
erably below the state average;  
however, there is a limit to 
how much we can raise tuition 
and still be accessible to the 
majority of the residents of our 
district.  
The net result of all these 
changes could be summarized 
in the statement, “We are being 
asked to do more for less.”
The college has an excel-
lent physical plant that is in 
good state of repair.  We also 
have state-of-the-art laboratory 
equipment and an excellent 
faculty.  If the college is to 
maintain these conditions and 
still be accessible, we must 
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membership is to raise monies for activities 
that could not be funded through normal 
resources,” Kern said.
 In addition to serving on the Board for 
a significant length of time and being a 
current member, those being considered as 
“Presidential Award” candidates “must be 
willing to give of either their time or their 
money, or both, and influence others to do 
likewise.  These individuals must have a 
strong commitment and believe in what 
they are doing,” Kern added.
 Petty certainly has done that, before, dur-
ing and since his health problems.  “He con-
tinued to attend Foundation Board meetings 
(thanks to his wife) despite those health 
concerns, problems most people could 
not have dealt with in the same manner of 
endurance,” noted Pat Mitchell, Executive 
Director for the RLC Foundation.
 His first RLCF Board meeting  –  January 
1996  –  is noteworthy.  He was one of many 
new Directors to be seated that evening on 
a revamped Board, with Hunt Bonan as-
suming the Presidency of the not-for-profit 
organization.  “This new Board represented 
a turning point with the capital campaign 
and many future projects,” Mitchell said.
 Although he may be most closely associ-
ated with the RLCF Children’s Center proj-
ect, he has contributed directly or indirectly 
to many Foundation accomplishments, 
including student scholarships.
 • Petty was one of the first members to 
provide financial support toward construc-
tion of the RLCF Children’s Center.  Mitchell  
indicated Petty recently stepped forward a 
second time to assist in assuming additional 
debt associated with the facility.
 • When his mother, Bernice Petty, died in 
1999, the family established a memorial fund 
used to purchase SafeSpace Concept sensory 
tubes and motion complex equipment for 
Children’s Center play and learning.
 • “He has shown wisdom by knowing 
a gift-in-kind can be as valuable as a mon-
etary gift,” Kern told the audience.  “His 
gift of coal rights displays his foresight of 
what this gift may mean to the college and 
Foundation in the future.”
 • The honoree was responsible for re-
cruiting another valuable Board Member, 
1999 “Presidential Award” recipient Wen-
dell Maulding, and sits on the Foundation’s 
Resource, Nominating and Bylaws commit-
tees.  “He has submitted the most names for 
cultivation by the Resource Committee,” 
Kern added.

 • Instrumental in helping start the Insti-
tute for Learning in Retirement  about three 
years ago, he also has been responsible for 
some of its most popular classes, the “arm-
chair tours” of several foreign countries.
 • He also “demonstrates true advocacy  
of education and the college.  He exercises 
his role as a Foundation Board member by 
telling people in the community about the 
Aquatics Center and the college, in general.  
He encouraged his daughters to pursue an 
education in highly competitive profes-
sional fields, and they are success stories in 
their own right.”
 Only two other donors have ever reached 
the Platinum Seal Award standard  –  the 
William Wood Estate, for an unexpected 
donation of $400,000 thanks to an inheri-
tance from his sister, Vermadel Wood, and 
Aquatics Center namesake Jimmy J. Fulks 
and Mariah Boats, Inc.                       

COLLEGE IMPORTANCE Â
Kelly took early advantage of G.I. Bill 
to practice what he would later preach
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE MAY 6, 2014

Rend Lake College is mourning the loss 
of one of its biggest supporters, Jim Kelly. 
The retired Sesser banker of more than 30 
years, and former chairman of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation Board of Direc-
tors, passed away Saturday night (May 3) 
at Memorial Hospital in Carbondale after a 
brief illness. Kelly was 78.

Kelly went to college when it was rare 
for a high school graduate to do so. Enroll-
ment was just beginning to bulk up at post-
secondary institutions across the nation. 
Federal scholarships and low-interest loans 
for college students would not be created 
by Congress for another decade. The G.I. 
Bill had been around for a little more than 
10 years and Kelly was a veteran of the U.S. 
Army.

He graduated from Sesser ’s Goode-
Barren Township High School in 1953, just 
before the Illinois Community College Act 
came along to establish junior colleges in 
Illinois.  Kelly never got the chance to at-
tend a community college. He earned his 
Bachelor’s Degree in Social Studies from 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
but always wondered what kind of teacher 
he would have made. 

During an interview in 2012, he said he 
felt a calling to the profession. But life pre-
sented a different path.

“I got a chance to go into banking. So, (Continued at far right on next page)
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NAPA John strikes again;
gifts-in-kind benefit AAA
F.Y.I. JUNE 15, 1998

John Wininger, one of the 
people most responsible for 
endowing the Doug Leeck 
Memorial Scholarship with 
contributions totaling over 
$21,000, is at it again.
He recently donated $5,321.33 
of gifts-in-kind to the RLC 
Agr icu l tu re ,  Automot ive 
and Arch i tec ture  (AAA) 
Department.
Wininger recently sold his 
NAPA Store in Mt. Vernon to 
one of his employees.  Before 
he did, however, he donated 
auto parts he typically would 
have stocked for the Rend 
Lake College program.  He 
also allowed RLC instructors 
to select various other items 
off his shelves for use by the 
college. 
W i n i n g e r  h e l p e d  r a i s e 
a  cons ide rab le  amount 
previously for the Leeck 
Scholarship through a radio 
remote and cookout at his 
place of business, business 
associates and personal 
alumni contacts.

I thought, well, maybe I better go there,” 
he said. “I always knew the importance of 
education.  I stress that.  I’ve got two grand-
sons . . . and I told them, ‘You are going to 
have to study and get good grades so you 
can get a scholarship to go to a good school. 
Grandpa may not be around.’  He laughed, 
adding, “College is important. In my time 
(many) people didn’t go to college, but that 
was when college really began.”

Kelly recognized graduate degrees are 
not for every student and skills learned right 
at RLC are, in many cases, enough to earn a 
great living.

“The thing of it is . . . we have welders 
who make $50,000 or $60,000 a year.  You 
really have to go all the way to a doctorate 
before you can earn more than that.  And 
you have to be pretty smart to be a welder.

“The importance of education is getting 
greater all the time and the vocational even 
more so, I think.  But, it is according to what 
a man or woman wants to do.”

When he joined the RLCF Board of Di-
rectors in 1995, the Foundation was in the 
second year of a two-year capital campaign 
called “Generations of Excellence,” spear-
headed by local Businessman Sam Mateer. 

Over the next 10 years, the Foundation 
continued to put local giving to good use 
with the construction of the indoor Aquatics
Center, the RLCF Children’s Center on the 
northwest corner of campus and the RLC 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus.

In 2012, Kelly said of all the campaigns 
and construction projects over the years, the 
expansion that year to the satellite campus 
in Pinckneyville came to mind as being a 
very significant step forward.  “That was 
one of the best moves we made,” he said. 
“We furnished the money for (the college) 
so they could go ahead and finish it up.”

He said RLCF Director Rich Yunkus 
played a big part in recognizing the need 
to provide a complete degree program at 
the Pinckneyville Campus and eliminate 
the cost students take on from the trip to 
Ina and back.  “Rich said, ‘That’s what our 
Foundation is for, to furnish money for kids 
and for such endeavors,’” Kelly explained.

When Kelly took over as Chairman in 
2008, the RLCF was beginning the “Friends 
of the Theatre” Campaign that brought a 
major renovation to the on-campus facility. 
Board Member Mary Ellen Aiken champi-
oned that cause, according to Kelly.

“She was instrumental in getting that 
taken care of,” he said. “It’s fantastic how 

the college has been supported by so many 
people.  I think people are motivated by the 
number of scholarships we offer and are of-
fered by various businesses and individuals 
in our area.  And I think they understand 
scholarships aren’t the only way to help.  
They can be a part of helping the college by 
giving to various campaigns.”

After serving five years as Chair, Kelly 
handed the gavel to Ed Cunningham in 
2013.  Kelly returned to his seat as a regular 
member of the RLCF Board.

“Jim serves as one of my earliest memo-
ries from RLCF as he always went out of 
his way to make everyone smile and feel 
welcome,” said RLCF CEO Shawna Manion. 
“His dedication to RLC and our students 
serves as a model for directorship, he will 
be remembered for his service at RLCF and 
in his community.”
 Kelly said it is important RLCF leaders 
continue to be transparent on what projects 
are in the works and how the money is being 
used.  He was asked to join the board by a 
previous member.  At first, he said, it seemed 
like a challenge he did not need to take on.  
But after taking a look around, he decided 
it was good company  –  a dedicated group 
that would get some things done for local 
education.

The RLCF Board always has been made 
up of high-caliber leaders from local com-
munities.  The current board is an excellent 
example of that.

“A lot of these people on here now 
weren’t here when I first started,” said Kelly. 
“Right now we’ve got some of the most in-
telligent people in the area serving on this 
board.  We’ve got some top-notch people.  
“It’s growing all the time,” said Kelly. “I 
think the future is great for the college and 
the Foundation.”

Like Rend Lake College and its students, 
Kelly’s service touched lives across the 
region:  Sesser United Methodist Church, 
Sesser City Council, Sesser Masonic Lodge, 
Sesser-Valier Alumni Recognition Com-
mittee, Sesser Homecoming Association, 
Sesser Area Cultural and Development 
Corporation, Sesser Jaycees, Lions Club 
and Kiwanis Club, Sesser Chamber of Com-
merce, Franklin County Shrine Club, Ainad 
Shrine, Franklin County Sheriff’s Merit 
Board, Illinois Bankers Association, Cache 
River District Lay Leadership Committee, 
Christopher Rural Health Corporation and 
Goode-Barren Township Building Trustee.

continue to explore ways to 
e ate e e e tl  a  

also look for other sources of 
funding.  The RLC Foundation 
has provided much needed 
assistance in the past.  
We now have a full-time Re-
source Development Director 
to work with our Foundation 
and Alumni.  With his leader-
ship and your assistance, I 
am sure the Foundation will 
have an even greater impact 
on Rend Lake College’s future 
success.
Mark S. Kern
Rend Lake College President

 -  - 

Opposite request (cont.)
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Music room names honor
RLCF project donors
BOARD MEETING JANUARY 8, 2013

Seven areas were named for 
individual donors or families 
as part of a fund-raising proj-
ect to help boost and reno-
vate the Music program at 
Rend Lake College. 
Naming opportunities were 
an intricate part of the plan, 
the goal of which was to raise 
$50,000 for the project. 
The project was spearheaded 
by the RLC Foundation, and 
through the generosity of 
donors, the effort ultimately 
raised more than $100,000. 
The new room names:

 Henry Leeck and Cindy 
   Leeck Practice Room

 Hunt Bonan Classroom
 Mary B. Pericolosi 

   Practice Room
 Mary Ellen and John D. 

   Aiken Classroom
 Rubenacker Family 

   Practice Room
 Spears Practice Suite
 Sweeten Corridor

 -  - 

Howard Rawlinson Society
for RLCF Planned Giving
FOUNDATION BOARD FEBRUARY 2001

One way to promote planned 
giving is with a Planned Giv-
ing Society, which could be 
published in brochures with 
a listing of those who have 
indicated the RLC Founda-
t  as be  a be e a   
their estate.  This encourages 
others to think about doing 
the same.
Pat Mitchell made a recom-
mendation to name this “The 
Howard Rawlinson Society” 

   t e lle e s st 
Dean, who recently died.  He 
was associated with starting 
programs and was very well 
known. Sam Mateer made a 
motion and Wendell Maulding 
seconded.  All voted in favor.   

RISKY BUSINESS . . . Â
Illinois Oil and Gas President Gesell
seeks quick payback, long-term profit 
THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN SEPTEMBER 15, 2009
BY THOMAS BLACKWELL

 On a cold, blustery November morning 
Brad Gesell is standing on a patch of bald, 
wind-whipped cornfield in Franklin County. 
It is an unlikely spot to find a person in such 
conditions. And what Gesell is doing there 
might seem even more unlikely. 
 Just yards away from him, a half-dozen 
contract workers are separating and hang-
ing 30-foot long, 3,000-pound steel pipes 
under a 50-foot derrick. Just hours ago the 
pipes were connected and part of a 2,650-
foot drilling unit churning through the earth 
and sandstone in search of what is left of 
Illinois’ light, sweet crude oil. 
 Gesell and his brother, Mark, operate 
Gesell’s Pump Sales and Service Inc. in 
Whittington; the night before an on-site 
geologist found encouraging signs coming 
up the well near their offices. 
 “But we can’t tell if it is oil, sand water 
or both; so we’ve got to test,” he said. 
 The test takes about 12 hours and means 
drilling ceases. If the tests are good, then 
Gesell’s team will begin working on extrac-
tion. If not, it is more drilling, more time and 
more money spent in search of something 
that may not be there. 
 “The average mature Illinois well pro-
duces about two barrels a day,” said Gesell, 
who is President of the Illinois Oil and Gas 
Association. “We’d be real happy with that.”
 Gesell has about 150 wells in Southern 
Illinois; 90 are currently pumping and when 
asked about their output, he smiles. 
 “Well that is kind of like asking a man 
how much he makes. We are a little bit ahead 
of that (two barrel per day) curve. But we 
have got a lot of new wells. Rest assured, 
we don’t drill for two barrels.” 
 With oil prices plunging from a high of 
about $150 per barrel in July to a three-year 
low of slightly under $50 on November 20, 
Gesell acknowledged his is risky business:
 “That’s the game we play when we drill. 
“We are looking for a quick payback of our 
investment of capital and a profit over time.” 
 And while his daily take is worth the risk, 
from the perspective of quenching domestic 
demand that the National Academy of Sci-
ences says is about 21 million barrels a day, 
Gesell’s ideal haul amounts to barely a drop 
in the ocean. 
 But demand is such that Gesell’s pump-

ing units dot the Franklin County country-
side, silent black hammers whirring slowly 
and quietly, sucking crude from deep below. 
 From the ground it moves into to a tank 
battery where a tanker truck will meet it and 
ferry it to a refinery. Standing next to the tall, 
black tanks that make up the battery, trucker 
Derek Henson is bundled up in overalls and 
yanking the thick hose from the crude tanks 
into his empty tanker, which holds about 180 
barrels and takes about 45 minutes to fill up. 
 “Then I’ll be taking it to Mt. Vernon (IN) 
to the refinery there,” he said. 
 According to the IOGA, about 46 per-
cent of the crude drilled is converted into 
gasoline that is distributed throughout the 
Midwest. The remaining crude is used for 
distillate fuels, kerosene, propane, asphalt 
and road oil. 
 According to the Energy Information 
Administration, oil produced in Illinois ac-
counts for 9.6 million of the 1.9 billion barrels 
produced annually in the U.S. in 2007. 
 That number puts the state 13th in the 
country behind such heavyweights as Texas 
(396 million), Alaska (263 million) and Cali-
fornia (216 million), which account for more 
than half of the country’s production. 
 When viewed next to numbers from the 
early 1970s when the U.S. was the world’s 
leading producer of crude oil, the drop off 
in production is stark. 
 Numbers from the EIA show that, in 
1970, U.S. production reached its peak at 
9.6 million barrels per day, a level of pro-
duction that represented about one third of 
the world’s crude oil supply. Fed in part by 
increased production from other countries, 
this dropped to 7 percent in 2006. 
 According to the state’s Geological Sur-
vey, crude production in Illinois peaked in 
1956 at 82.3 million barrels and has been 
declining since. 
 Gesell said he has seen firsthand the 
impact of the drop in production. “There 
isn’t a major oil company left in Illinois,” he 
said. “Texaco left two years ago;  we are all 
smaller companies doing the drilling now.” 
 There are currently 15 rigs drilling for oil 
in the region, Gesell said. But, even if each of 
those hits a gusher or “big kahuna,” Gesell 
said there is no doubt slowing production 
underscores a need for alternative energies. 
 But, Gesell said alternatives cannot be 
fully adopted without oil to grease their way, 
literally and figuratively. “Wind, oil, biofuel 
. . . it is going to take a combination of all of 
these energies to get us through,” he said.
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ANNUAL DINNER M.C. Â
Russell Withers Jr. ‘a true original,’
advocate for college, major contributor 
THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN JANUARY 29, 2014
BY BECKY MALKOVICH

MT. VERNON  –  Funeral services were 
held Tuesday for Mt. Vernon broadcasting 
legend Russell “Russ” Withers Jr., who died 
Friday (January 24) at age 77.

Withers, a Cape Girardeau, MO native, 
was founder of Withers Broadcasting Com-
panies, which includes six television stations 
and 30 radio stations in seven states.

He added to his Southern Illinois hold-
ings in 2008 when he purchased six stations 
previously owned by Clear Channel Com-
munications Inc., including WDDD.

In an interview with The Southern Il-
linoisan after the purchase, Withers said he 
wanted to emphasize local news and sports 
on the stations.

“Localism is the bedrock, the foundation 
for exciting radio,” he said.

He was active in the local community, 
having served as chair of the Mt. Vernon 
Airport Authority and Illinois Public Airport 
Association and on boards of the Mt. Vernon 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, Crimestop-
pers of Jefferson County and Mt. Vernon 
Industrial Development Commission.

He was selected Mt. Vernon Citizen of 
the Year in 1992.

Withers was also a good friend to Rend 
Lake College and the community it serves, 
said Pat Kern, former RLC Foundation CEO 
who now serves on the Foundation’s Board 
of Directors.  Withers was an advocate for 
the college, a major donor and served as 
emcee at the foundation’s annual dinner for 
about 20 years [1992-2011].

“He was very generous to us and to 
many other organizations and charities, 
often anonymously,” Kern said. “He was 
very funny and had a good heart.  When he 
talked about his daughter, he beamed. He 
was really proud of her.”

Withers’ daughter Dana is owner of Dana 
Communications and serves on the NAB 
Radio Board of Directors.

His influence was also felt at the state 
and national level. He was recognized for 
his contributions in a number of ways, 
including his selection as the Illinois Broad-
casters Association 2005 Broadcaster of the 
Year. He was also recognized by National 
Association of Broadcasters for being the 
individual broadcaster who helped raise the 

most money for the NAB Political Action 
Committee.

“Russ Withers was a true original,” NAB 
Executive Vice President Dennis Wharton 
stated. “He was a stalwart in defense of lo-
cal broadcasting, colorful with a quote and 
comfortable in the halls of Congress and at 
the FCC advocating on NAB’s behalf.”

Memorials may be made to the W. Russell 
Withers Jr. Scholarship Fund at SIU.
SOUTHEAST MISSOURIAN JANUARY 28, 2014 

W. Russell Withers Jr., 77, of Mt. Vernon, 
IL, died Friday, January 24, 2014, in Mt. 
Vernon.  He was born December 10, 1936 in 
Cape Girardeau.

Survivors include a daughter, Dana R. 
Withers of Mt. Vernon; a stepson, David 
Lister of Mt. Vernon; two stepdaughters, 
Diana Lister of Nashville, TN, and Celeste 
Hunt of Beaufort, SC;  a sister, Lindi W. 
Janes of Cape Girardeau;  three brothers, 
Richard Kent Withers of Cape Girardeau, 
James K. Withers and wife Pam of Keokuk, 
IA, and William J. Withers and wife Victoria 
of Theodore, AL.

Russell was a member of:  Mt. Vernon 
Masonic Lodge 31;  Scottish Rites/Valley 
of Southern Illinois in Belleville;  Jefferson 
County Shrine Club, Mt. Vernon; Shrine 
International  –  AINAD; AINAD Shrine 
Center, East St. Louis; board member of Mt. 
Vernon Convention and Visitors Bureau; 
board member and a founder of Crimestop-
pers of Jefferson County;  Chairman of Mt. 
Vernon Airport Authority;  Chairman of 
Illinois Public Airport Association;  board 
member of Mt. Vernon Industrial Develop-
ment Commission;  Mt. Vernon Citizen of 
the Year in 1992.

Also, National Association of Broad-
casters;  board member of the radio board 
representing Illinois;  member of executive 
committee and co-Chairman of National 
Association Broadcasters Political Action 
Committee (NABPAC);  national trustee 
NABPAC for the past 20 years;  NABPAC 
leading fund-raiser and recipient of the 
Wally Jorgensen Award the past 11 years; 
member of Congressional Relations Com-
mittee;  radio board chairman;  National 
Association of Broadcasting;  board member 
of Library of American Broadcasting;  2003 
American Broadcast Pioneer Award winner 
by Broadcasters Foundation;  board member 
of Associated Press Broadcast Board;  board 
member of SAGA Communications since 
May 2011, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI.

Also, member of Lincoln Academy of Illi-

 -  - 

Mariah: Gold standard
for community service

lla e le ll sb s ess
THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF 
ILLINOIS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ILLINOIS INNOVATORS  –
Mariah Boats, Inc.
Established in 1989 and head-
quartered in Benton, Mariah 
Boats, Inc. has grown into 
a $50 million-plus company 
employing more than 360 
people.  Mariah has become a 
leading manufacturer of family 
pleasure boats with dealer-
ships in 35 countries. Recently 
awarded “One of the Best 
Runabouts” in the world by 
Robb Report, The Magazine 
for Luxury Living, Mariah Boats 
e e l es t e a  sl -
gan, “Equipped Like No Other 
Boat in the World.”
Mariah is not only setting the 
standard for family pleasure 
boats, but also for community 
service. Rend Lake College in 
Ina recently awarded Mariah 
and its owner, Jimmy J. Fulks, 
its annual Gold Award. Fulks 
and the company he founded 
were recognized for their sup-
port and contributions to the 
college, including a gift of 
$100,000 to the college’s 
“Generations of Excellence” 
capital campaign.
Of the monies donated by 
Mariah Boats, $20,000 was 
applied to the Endowed Chal-
lenge Grant fund from the 
federal government, providing 
a two-for-one match of monies 
raised by the college founda-
tion. Fourteen scholarships 
have now been awarded, 
thanks to the contributions 
from Fulks and Mariah Boats.
The remaining $80,000 was to 
be used for the college’s new 
proposed Aquatics Center 
and Children’s Center.  The 
Aquatics Center, however, 
was just a dream to Rend Lake 
College president Mark Kern.  
Nearing the deadline date, the 

(Continued on next page)



nois-Springfield, member of board of trustees 
since 1993, elected regent by the board in 
1998;  board member of Redlands Water 
and Power, Grand Junction, CO; executive 
board member of Boy Scouts of America for 
Western Colorado;  Who’s Who in Finance 
and Industry;  Who’s Who in America;  Who’s 
Who in Entertainment; Who’s Who in the 
World;  Broadcaster of the Year by the Illinois 
Broadcasters Association in 2005;  chair-
man of Illinois Broadcasters Foundation;  
Broadcaster of the Year by West Virginia 
Broadcasters Association; Heritage Award 
winner Jefferson County African-American 
Heritage Committee; board member, Radio 
Music License Committee.
 He was Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity Alumni Merit Award recipient, 2007;  
Sigma Chi fraternity distinguished Signifi-
cant Sig Award in 2011;  Honor of Order of 
Lincoln and Illinois’ highest honor for profes-
sional accomplishments and public service.
 Withers Broadcasting Companies key 
milestones include the existing acquisitions:
     1972 - KGMO 100.7 FM / KAPE 1550 AM
           Cape Girardeau, MO
     1996 - KYRX 97.3 FM / KREZ 104.7 FM
           Cape Girardeau, MO
     2002 - WKIB 96.5 FM, Cape Girardeau, MO
    1973 - WMIX 940 AM / WMIX 94.1 FM, Mt. Vernon
     1979 - KOKX 95.3 FM / KOKX 1310 AM
           Keokuk, IA
     2001 - KRNQ 96.3 FM / WCEZ 93.9 FM
           Keokuk, IA
     1996 - KBXB 97.9 FM / KRHW 1520 AM
           Sikeston, MO
     2001 - KBHI 107.1 FM, Sikeston, MO
    1997 - WZZL 106.7 FM / WREZ 105.5 FM
           Paducah, KY
     1997 - WMOK 920 AM, Metropolis
     1998 - WRXX 95.3 FM / WILY 1210 AM, Centralia
     1998 - WSDR 1240 AM / WSSQ 94.3 FM / 
           WZZT 102.7 FM, Sterling, IL
     2004 - WEBQ 102.3 FM / WEBQ 1240 AM
           Harrisburg
     2005 - KJXX 1170 AM, Jackson, MO
     2006 - WRUL 97.3 FM / WROY 1460 AM, Carmi
     2006 - WGKY 95.9 FM, Wickliffe, KY
     2006 - WYNG 94.9 FM, Mt. Carmel
     2007 - WDDD 107.3 FM / WTAO 92.7 FM / 
           WFRX 1300 AM / WVZA 105.1 FM / 
           WHET 97.7 FM, Marion, IL
     2009 - WVMC 1360 AM, Mt. Carmel
     1972 - WDTV, Weston-Clarksburg, WV
     2005 - Channel 22 LPTV, Clarksburg, WV

 2006 - Channel 20 LPTV, Elkins, WV
 2006 - First Alert Weather / WDCI 104.1 FM
           Bridgeport, WV

 2007 - Channel 21 LPTV / WVFX / CW3
         Clarksburg, WV

 WDHS TV, Iron Mountain, MI 

MILLIE CALDWELL Â
Active supporter for three decades,
she joins ranks of Emeritus in 2012
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE OCTOBER 2012

The Rend Lake College Foundation 
Board of Directors recognized one of its most 
ardent supporters recently by including her 
among those in a select group of members 
Emeritus.

Millie Caldwell was enthusiastically and 
unanimously approved for Emeritus status 
by RLCF Board members in August. 

She has earned it. Her support of the 
college through Foundation efforts is sig-
nificant. And her length of service to the 
organization is nearly unmatched. Two 
other members hold Emeritus status on the 
board  –  Charter Director Howard L. Payne 
and former Rend Lake College President 
Mark S. Kern.

“This honor is reserved for members be-
cause of longevity and lasting contributions 
made to the RLCF Foundation,” explained 
Pat Kern, RLCF consultant and former CEO. 
“This status welcomes these selected Board 
members to the RLCF meetings at any time 
they wish to attend.”

Caldwell has represented the Christopher 
locality on the RLCF Board since 1982. For 
years, she operated one of the area’s most 
successful newspapers, The Progress, with 
her husband, Clifton Caldwell. With his 
passing in 2004, the family established the 
Clifton Caldwell Endowment Scholarship 
for Rend Lake students. The scholarship 
looks to help a Journalism or Math major in 
need.  The Math preference is in relationship 
to their daughter, RLC Mathematics Profes-
sor Cindy Caldwell, who continues the fam-
ily tradition of contributing to the RLCF and 
her mother’s strong belief in education.

That tradition  –  a dedication to educa-
tion  –  earned Millie Caldwell the coveted 
RLCF Presidential Award for a Board mem-
ber who displays exceptional service.  Past 
winners include Dr. Gene Stotlar, Dr. Charles 
“Bill” Roe, Dr. Robert J. Parks, Dr. Warren 
Petty, Rich Yunkus, Jim Kelly and Ed Cun-
ningham, who will take over for Kelly as the 
RLCF Board’s Chairman at its next meeting.

Foundation was still in need of 
another $220,000 to build the 
center  –  and faced losing $2 
million in state grant money for 
the construction project.
Fulks immediately assumed 
a community leadership role 
and donated the needed 
$220,000. “Without the com-
mitment of Jimmy Fulks and 
Mariah Boats, we would not 
have the Aquatics Center,” 
noted Kern. The center is the 
only indoor pool open to the 
public in seven-county area, 
and has been utilized for both 
swimming classes and water 
therapy for arthritis patients.
“It has been an honor to re-
ceive this award. I love to be 
able to envision a boat and 
then be able to see it become 
a reality the way I dreamed it 
would. The same holds true 
here,” said Fulks, commenting 
on the new six-lane pool. “This 
is exciting.”
“Mr. Fulks is a strong believer 
in education, which is evident 
in his support of the college 
and his sponsorship of annual 
scholarships for employees 
and their dependents,” Kern 
added. “He is what I call a good 
neighbor because he’s so 
community-minded.  He takes 
the same pride in Southern Illi-
nois as he does his remarkable 
boats. He’s a good employer at 
a time when we are losing jobs 
and tax base due to the closing 
of coal mines.”
Community support has been 
important to Fulks since the 
inception of his company. 
Personally and professionally, 
Fulks has supported a number 
of area programs, including 
those at John A. Logan Col-
lege, SIU-Carbondale School 
of Design, the City of Benton 
and Benton Fire Department, 
Rotary Club, Salvation Army, 
The American Red Cross, 
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Mariah: Gold (cont.)
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Caldwell has been active in three capital 
campaigns for Rend Lake College, span-
ning nearly two decades from 1982 to 1997 
when she helped with a funding challenge 
to build the RLCF Children’s Center on the 
campus in Ina.  She has donated toward 
scholarships, the RLCF Children’s Center, 
and now, the newest campaign:  The Music 
Addition. 

She also gives her time.  Millie and Clif 
Caldwell actively attended RLCF events 
throughout the years. He was a frequent 
player at annual RLCF Golf Tournaments 
and they regularly attended the RLCF An-
nual Dinner together. Millie Caldwell also 
attends the RLCF Women’s Luncheon and 
RLCF Scholarship Dinner (accompanied 
frequently in recent years by Cindy).             

DR. BILL Â
Valuable community asset Roe plans
to take up golf if he gets old enough
SOUTHERN BUSINESS JOURNAL MAY 2009
BY THOMAS BARKER

Bill Roe isn’t one to brag about his ac-
complishments.  In fact, he gets awfully 
uncomfortable just mentioning the good 
he has done, let alone receiving awards and 
public recognition.  Nonetheless, he has 
done much for his community and has had 
of plenty of people tell him so.

Born and raised in Pinckneyville, Roe 
graduated from Pinckneyville Community 
High School and attended Washington Uni-
versity for three years.  He then transferred 
to Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 
and graduated with a degree in Zoology.

In 1966, he married his wife, Mary, who 
graduated at the top of her class from SIUC 
in 1964.

Shortly after, he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army, and already having a college degree, 
was encouraged to become an officer.  Given 
the survival rate of Second Lieutenants 
at the time, he tried instead to get a job at 
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in 
Washington, D.C., and was awarded the 
position for his two years of service.

Leaving the Army, he returned to edu-
cation, attending University of Illinois at 
Chicago for his degree in Dentistry and 
opened a practice with Dr. H.H. Chapman 
in Pinckneyville in 1972.

While he was in dental school, Roe and 
his wife had their first child.  It was the 
morning of a very important exam.  The 
child was born around 8, and the test was 
at 8:30.  Test takers were immediately failed 

if they spoke or even looked up from their 
papers, so, upon entering the room, Roe 
went to the chalkboard and wrote, “It’s a 
boy” in large letters, arousing thunderous 
applause from the students.

The Roes had their first daughter during 
his senior year and another later in Pinck-
neyville.  They have seven grandchildren, 
with more hopefully on the way.

Roe is still a practicing dentist and afraid 
of retirement, only because he doesn’t want 
to lose the relationships he has formed with 
all of his patients.  He hopes to maintain 
his good health so he can continue to be 
involved.

“I believe you have to have a passion in life, 
a reason to get up in the morning,” Roe  said.

Roe has served as a school board member 
and was instrumental in acquiring the Rend 
Lake College Murphy-Wall satellite campus 
in Pinckneyville.  He has also been active on 
the Rend Lake College Foundation Board.

“It’s been a very strong asset and has 
afforded great education for our students,” 
Roe said.

Roe played a role in the Optimist Gift 
Program, a program that gives presents to 
needy children in the community.  Once, a 
mother presented Roe with a $500 check, 
thanking him for helping her family when 
they “had no Christmas.”

“It’s amazing what a difference a small 
amount of help can make,” he said.

Roe is a Sunday School teacher at the 
Methodist church and member of the Cham-
ber of Commerce, Murphy-Wall State Bank 
Board and Pinckneyville Hospital Board. 

He and his wife were named Pinck-
neyville Co-Citizens of the Year in 2005 and 
honored during the Halloween parade.

What he considers the most delightful 
thing he has ever done is spending time with 
his grandchildren.  When his daughter and 
her husband, who were living in St. Louis, 
needed a babysitter, Roe offered to take care 
of their children every Wednesday, travel-
ing up to the city and making a day of it.  
“I honestly believe life’s a gift, and we are 
meant to share it with others,” he said.

In his free time, Roe enjoys going to the 
strip mine property his father-in-law pur-
chased in the 1950s.  There is a small cabin 
on the property, and it’s a good place to fish.  
Roe said he plans to take up golf if he gets 
old enough.
 Even though Roe doesn’t like to be 
praised and hates being put in the limelight, 
those who know him consider him a model 

American Cancer Society and 
Benton Chamber of Com-
merce.
“Not only do we have jobs 
because of Mariah, we have 
a Chamber because of the 
company,” said Brenda Eu-
banks, assistant to the Benton 
Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors. “We couldn’t ask 
for a better company to be in 
our town. They have always 
supported the Chamber and 
our programs with time and 
money.”
Fulks’ commitment to the com-
munity stems from the same 
characteristics he employs in 
building his boats:  pride, duty, 
satisfaction and high ethical 
standards.

 -  - 

Mariah: Gold (cont.)
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Fulks/Mariah: Inventor,
real estate, courtrooms
MISC. WEBSITE FINDINGS

 Jimmy J. Fulks, Inventor, 
was awarded at least two 
Patents . . .
   2000  –  Boat with integrated 

 a  st e  s ste  a  
associated method of manu-
facturing.
  2007  –  Kitchen sink with 
integrated cutting board.

 Fort Myers resident Fulks 
received his Real Estate Sales 
Associate license in Florida in 
2004.

 Fulks and Mariah Boats 
were involved in at least three 
lawsuits between 1998-2000.  

e st as a a st t e -
ternational Union of North 
America, an individual and the 
Laborers District of Southern Il-
linois;  a disgruntled employee 

 as e  e  s alle e  
refusal to take a drug test won 
his case, and a complaint 
against Shoreline Marina LLC 
forced that company to trans-
fer the Internet domain name 
mariahboats.net to the plaintiff.
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NAIA 75th All-Stars nod 
for SIU cage great Stotlar
MARCH 5, 2012

Former Southern Illinois Uni-
versity’s Men’s Basketball 
player Gene Stotlar was one 
of 75 individuals named to the  
National Intercollegiate Ath-
letic Association (NAIA) 75th 
Anniversary All-Star Team, 
the organization announced 
Monday.  
This team is comprised of 60 
athletes and 15 coaches.
Stotlar was a First-Team All-
American in 1946, was the 
Most Valuable Player of the 
NAIA Tournament and led 
SIU to the National Cham-

s   t e  s e  
20-6 by winning 16 of its last 
17 games. He also was all-
conference in football.
A committee of coaches, tour-
nament staff, media and long-
time supporters was created to 
help with the selection process.  
After fans voted on a website 
ballot, the committee followed 
several criteria to select the 
75th Anniversary Team.  Cri-
teria included  –  in no particu-
lar order  –  performance at 
a national tournament, game 
statistics, involvement in a Na-
tional Championship-winning 
team;  status on an All-Tour-
nament Team and/or Tourna-
ment MVP.
The NAIA is proud of its history
and advancement of charac-
ter-driven intercollegiate ath-
letics. From its origins in 1937 
when Central Missouri State 
Teacher’s College (now U. of 

e t al ss )  t e st 
title game to the creation of the 
NAIA in 1952, the organization 
has evolved into a member-
ship-driven association.  
Icons such as John Wooden, 
Dr. James Naismith, Emil Lis-
ton, Travis Grant and Terry 
Porter have all been an inter-
gral part of NAIA history.

citizen and a valuable asset to the Pinck-
neyville community.                  

CAMPAIGN DRIVE Â
More ‘Scholarships for Pinckneyville’
thanks to concerted effort in 2012-13
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE JULY 18, 2013

A total of 20 scholarships, both new do-
nations and past contributions, have been 
given to graduates of Pinckneyville Com-
munity High School to attend Rend Lake 
College beginning Fall 2012.  In total, the 
scholarships will provide $14,500 in finan-
cial support.

The campaign, called Scholarships for 
Pinckneyville, was orchestrated through 
RLC’s Foundation to help some of the 
approximate 200 students at the satellite 
campus.  Heather Bauersachs, Pinckneyville 
Campus Coordinator, said the new scholar-
ships will help both students at the RLC 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus and 
those who may have to travel to the Ina 
campus for specialized classes.
 “A lot of students will take classes here 
and at the main campus.  Typically, for the 
students who have taken the dual credit 
classes, they don’t have a lot they can take 
here.  I advise a majority of the Pinckneyville 
students and when they have taken all of 
their general classes, they have to travel to 
the main campus for career-specific cours-
es,” she said.
 Last year, there were seven students 
attending the Murphy-Wall campus with 
Foundation Scholarships;  however, this 
fall is already off to a bright start with the 
addition of 13 new scholarship recipients.
 Foundation Board Director and major 
donor Dr. Bill Roe said the campaign started 
when the board discovered the lack of schol-
arships available to students at PCHS.
 “We have a group of advocates of Rend 
Lake College here in Pinckneyville, and we 
have done a couple other activities in the 
past for the students, but it was apparent 
to us that Pinckneyville lacked dedicated 
scholarships for the students at the high 
school,” said Dr. Roe.
 He said the mission of the group became 
trying to create scholarships for Pinck-
neyville students to attend RLC and set the 
framework for future donations.  “These 
scholarships will hopefully be perpetual, 
because these are people who have not 
given before. It is going to be an on-going 
process and we have some really good leads 
for large donors in the future,” he said.

Pinckneyville Community High School 
Superintendent Keith Hagene added the 
new scholarships also benefit the commu-
nity in which the students live, as well as 
the students’ education.

“The importance of these scholarships 
should never be underestimated.  A finan-
cial contribution  –  any contribution  –  that 
encourages someone to take the next step in 
education, improves not only the lives of the 
students, but simultaneously improves the 
future of our communities,” he said.

“It’s really an honor and I’m very grateful 
for it,” said Pinckneyville’s Hayden Kelly, 
recipient of the Dr. Gene and Ramona Stotlar 
Scholarship. “Anything really helps to get 
me to where I need to go.”

Kelly said he plans to use the scholarship 
to help with travel costs to RLC’s main cam-
pus to take music classes.  He is planning to 
receive two Associate Degrees to help jump 
start his goal of working in a recording stu-
dio or on sound boards at concerts.

Ashley Przygoda of Tamaroa said she 
will be using the Wrights Inc., Stu and 
Sharon Wright Scholarship to help with 
commuting.  “I plan on commuting, and my 
financial aid was a little short this semester, 
so it will help with tuition and books, too.”

Przygoda added she is working on a 
degree in social work.  “I just want to help 
people and that’s a good way.  I think kids 
might be an interesting subject,” she said.

New scholarships added by the cam-
paign, and their respective recipients, are:

• Dr. Gene and Ramona Stotlar An-
nual Scholarship ($500)  –  Thomas Miller, 
Pinckneyville;  Mike Jones, Nashville;  Kelly;  
Jennifer Parades, Pinckneyville, and Raven 
Lawhorn, Pinckneyville;

• Wrights Inc., Stu and Sharon Wright 
Annual Scholarship ($500)  –  Przygoda.

• RLC Foundation Annual Scholarship 
($500)  –  Macie Clark, Pinckneyville.

• Pinckneyville Chamber of Commerce 
Vocational Annual Scholarship ($500)  –  
Patrick Kovic, Pinckneyville.

• Gene Brutton, PhD, Annual Memo-
rial Scholarship ($500)  –  Kendra George, 
Tamaroa.

• Marjorie Beck Annual Scholarship  
($250)  –  Christy McManus, Coulterville.

• The Manor at Mason Woods Annual 
Scholarship ($250)  –  Chandler Cannon, 
Pinckneyville.

• Pinckneyville Shopping Center, LLC 
Annual Scholarship ($250)  –  Todd Bathon, 
Coulterville.
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Mark/Pat Kern, Mateer
cited for elevating RLCF
RLCF BOARD OCTOBER 4, 2011

The October 2011 Rend Lake 
College Foundation Board of 
Directors meeting was held 
at the home of CEO Pat Kern 
and Director Emeritus Mark 
Kern, former RLC President, 

 ake a     
They also “provided an amaz-
ing meal for the Directors,” 
according to Board minutes.
At the close of the meeting, 
under Other Business . . .
“Hunt Bonan asked if it was 

at e s last al B a  
meeting as CEO.  Having that 

e , e ee e  t  
explain that he may be the 
longest Board member and 
he remembers the Founda-
tion at a different time.
“It was his observation that 
the Kerns, Mark and Pat, had 
taken Rend Lake College and 
the Foundation to another 
level.  Mark Kern noted that 
the beginning of the revital-
izing of the RLC Foundation 
was due to Sam Mateer, who 
began taking the Foundation 
to a new level.  Mark thanked 
Hunt for his kind words and 
Sam Mateer for starting the 
revitalization level on which 
we were able to build.” 

 • Kellerman Feed Store Annual Scholar-
ship ($250)  –  Bathon.
 Other RLCF scholarships for Pinck-
neyville students and their recipients:
 • Dr. Allen Y. Baker Endowment Scholar-
ship ($2,500)  –  Philip Catt, Tamaroa.
 • Stella M. Baker Endowment Scholar-
ship ($2,500)  –  Kristen Nix, Pinckneyville.
 • Dr. Bill and Mary Roe Endowment 
Scholarship ($1,000)  –  Miller and Alexis 
Anderson, Pinckneyville.
 • Black Diamond Harley Davidson An-
nual Scholarship ($1,000)  –  William Timner, 
Pinckneyville.
 • International Police Association En-
dowment Scholarship ($500)  –  Jacob 
Bathon, Pinckneyville.
 • Carlos and Bonnie Tolbert Annual 
Scholarship ($500)  –  Parades.
 Scholarship recipients will attend the 
RLC Foundation Scholarship Dinner in Oc-
tober, where they will have the opportunity 
to meet with scholarship donors.
 Many of the students will attend the RLC 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus, which 
recently celebrated its 10-year anniversary, 
having opened in August 2002.  The satel-
lite campus came into existence thanks in 
large part to the support and hard work of 
the Murphy-Wall State Bank and Trust, local 
contributor Bill Crawford, State Senators Bill 
O’Daniel and David Luechtefeld and others.

EX-GOV VISITS, HARVARD NEXT Â
At RLC, no more rocking chairs:  ILR
program gives seniors an education
BY KAREN BINDER  THE SOUTHERN ILLINOISAN

No rocking chairs are needed for senior 
citizens in the Rend Lake College district.

Instead, with encouragement from 
former Gov. Jim Edgar, students 55 and 
older can keep themselves plenty busy in 
the college’s new Institute for Learning in 
Retirement.

“It is fitting that a community college 
would focus on senior citizens, because 
these people are a major part of the popula-
tion making up the college district,” Edgar 
said.  “Regardless of age, senior citizens still 
have a lot to contribute and a lot to give.”

The Rend Lake College Foundation 
kicked off the institute’s program Tuesday 
in honor of the International Year of Older 
Persons.  Edgar joked that his comments for 
the occasion were more than appropriate.

“I’ve learned, as many of you know, there 
isn’t such a thing as retirement,” Edgar said.  
“Besides his affiliation with the University 

of Illinois, Edgar leaves Friday to start a 
three-month guest lecturer series at Harvard 
University.

“There are all kinds of ways for a senior 
citizen to get involved besides sitting in a 
rocking chair.  I’m just as busy, maybe even 
busier, though my work might not be as 
important,” Edgar said.

In fact, the former two-term Governor 
said a Time Management class offered 
through the institute doesn’t sound like a 
bad idea.

Course offerings are targeted to senior 
citizen interests, local resources and volun-
teer teacher expertise.

Among the 36 courses are two trips to the 
Fox Theatre in St. Louis, Evelyn Claxton’s 
“Poetry of the Psalms” class, memoir writ-
ing, research of slave life at the Crenshaw 
Mansion, armchair tours of Poland and 
China, a roundtable discussion of the up-
coming Presidential election with a former 
White House advisor, computer training, 
estate planning and herbal remedies.

The program sounds tempting enough 
for Carl Stanfield of Christopher to enroll 
in three or four sessions.  “I think this is a 
great thing.  I’m well pleased to see all the 
variety,” Stanfield said.  “I think it’s impor-
tant senior citizens get involved with their 
community.  Like Gov. Edgar said, not to sit 
in those rocking chairs.”
 Rend Lake College has modeled its pro-
gram on a successful effort at Rock Valley 
Community College in Rockford, said col-
lege President Mark Kern.  In exchange for 
$20 annual dues, seniors can enroll in classes 
and receive the Elderhostel Institute Net-
work News and enjoy several other perks.  

The courses average $15.
Under guidance of the Rend Lake Col-

lege Foundation staff, a local Senior Citizen 
Advisory Committee pieced together this 
fall’s program.  It was initially introduced 
last spring as a two-month pilot program at-
tracting 66 students, and has been expanded 
to feature several semester-long courses, 
said Foundation Director Pat Mitchell.

“As a Foundation, we wanted to reach as 
many parts of the community as we could,” 
she said.  “The Foundation runs a children’s 
daycare center and programs aimed at kinder-
garten to high school students and adults.

“When we got to the retirement com-
munity, we had a void there,” Mitchell said.  
“Now we go full circle.”   Literally.  

Inspired by a request to read aloud to pre-
schoolers from Kathryn Gay, 81, of Benton, 

 -  - 

Bullard Executive Board 
V-P, Chamber Director
JEFFERSON CO. CHAMBER WEBSITE

Foundation CEO Shawna Bull-
ard serves on the nine-member 
Executive Board for the Jef-
ferson County Chamber of 
Commerce as Vice President 
of Educational Clearinghouse 
Council.  Matthew Flanigan of 
Black, Hedin, Ballard, McDon-
ald, PC is Legal Council.
Bullard and Flanigan also are 
on the 2015-16 Board of Di-
rectors with 16 others, includ-
ing Finny Mathew of Cross-
roads Community Hospital.
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Scholarships first, but RLCF 
also behind capital projects
EXCERPTS FROM NEWS RELEASE
NOVEMBER 29, 2011

“Rend Lake College Founda-
tion contributors have always  
–  and will always  –  favor 
scholarships as their way of 
supporting the college,” said 
RLC Foundation CEO Pat 
Kern.  “And scholarships will 
always be foremost among 
the Foundation’s goals.  Our 
supporters want to help tradi-
tional and nontraditional stu-

e ts  a bette  l e t  
education.”  
In 1992, the RLC Foundation 
began accepting donations, 
and in 1994 launched a Chal-
lenge Grant capital campaign 
called “Strengthening Institu-
tions,” where the federal gov-
ernment contributed double 
the $250,000 raised locally in 
less t a  e ea s   e t -
tal investment of $750,000 is 
expected to be worth around 
$1.1 million when funds be-
come available for use in 
2013.
The “Strengthening Institu-
tions” grant also established 
t e st ll-t e s t   a 
Foundation Director.
In 2004, fund-raising for a sec-
ond Challenge Grant began 
and was complete by 2008.  
The federal government 
matched the $363,000 raised 
locally for a total investment 
of $726,000.  The local funds, 
federal dollars and investment 
returns will all be eligible for 
use by the RLC Foundation in 
2024.
New construction and services 
the Rend Lake College Foun-
dation has been instrumental 
in bringing to RLC include the 
Aquatics Center and Rend Lake 
College Foundation Children’s 
Center in 1998;  Institute for 
Learning in Retirement;  RLC 
Staff Clock Tower in 2001;  
RLC Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 

one of the institute classes is “Volunteerism 
for Retirees” at the daycare center.

THE REST OF THE STORY Â
Mariah Boats closes, Fulks uproots
and pledges fall short;  however . . .

Around 2006, the Jimmy J. Fulks Aquat-
ics Center became the Aquatics Center.  The 
name was removed because, at some point 
following the demise of Mariah Boats, Inc. 
in Benton and the sudden departure of Fulks 
from the area, both in 2001, his original 
pledge to the project was never completed.

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  No attempt was made 
to discover how much was donated or the 
amount remaining.  However, no doubt 
the amount was quite significant and roles 
played by Owner/President Fulks and 
Mariah Boats played a major part in the 
success of RLC and the Foundation.
 Mariah Boats, Inc. remains one of 10 enti-
ties listed as Diamond Major Gift Award re-
cipients for contributions of $250,000-plus.]
 Herein is a snapshot of the man and his 
company . . .   
AQUATICS CENTER DEDICATION OCTOBER 30, 1998

Cold Seats and Nickel Candy Bars! *
* and how they helped Aquatics Center become a reality
Repeated from a newsletter for Mariah Boats, Inc. employees 
under the heading, “Ramblings From The President . . .”

This past Saturday, I answered the tele-
phone at Mariah.  It was a little before 6 a.m.  
The dealer on the other end knew that I was 
often in early.  During the conversation, he 
asked, as I’m often asked, why I put in the 
hours I do, and why I risked everything to 
start Mariah in the first place, when “I had 
it made.”  The answer is simple  –  Cold Seats 
and Nickel Candy Bars!

It may be hard for some to relate to this 
writing without the benefit of experiencing 
the pleasures of my past.  Growing up in an 
extremely poor family, deep in the country, 
many things were foreign to me and small 
things were very precious and important.  
We lived in a cramped, 40-foot, worn-out 
trailer on the side of a hill.  The closest gravel 
road was three miles from us.  There was 
no running water, although the well was 
a good one, but it was over a hundred feet 
to the south of us and the water had to be 
drawn with a rope and a bucket.  Early on, 
there was no electricity.  It was a wonderful 
day the day we got it.  I never understood, 
until later, why the path to the outhouse was 
so far away and on the north side.  What I 
remember most was not the smell, it was 

the cold seats.  How I hated them.  We had 
a pot-bellied stove that served as the central 
heating unit.  Mom and Dad slept on a pull-
out sofa and all four kids, both sisters, my 
brother and I slept in the other end of the 
trailer in one small bed on the floor.

Later, Mom and us kids moved to the 
city;  a big city to all of us.  Mom worked 
full time.  My brother, my sisters and I did 
whatever we could to earn enough to help 
Mom get us through the week.  From about 
10 years old on I was exposed to another 
side of life.  We moved into a housing proj-
ect, hundreds of apartments all looking 
exactly alike.  The first day we were there, 
my brother and I met up with one of the 
“social groups.”  The fight didn’t last long, 
just a few minutes for them to show us who 
the boss was.  Later, we became friends with 
most of them.  Our gang consisted of over 
100 boys.  Most, just like my brother and me, 
without fathers to keep them straight.  Many 
of them never lived long enough to make it 
out of the projects.  We quickly learned that 
just being tough did not mean much, that 
all was fair in this new life and that brass 
knuckles, chains and clubs were the keys 
needed to survive in this environment.

I remember Mom fretting over how she 
was going to get enough money to buy food 
for us.  I remember what a treat it was when 
we had real milk to mix with powdered 
milk, instead of water.  I remember thinking 
when I was about 15 years old, that one day 
I was going to get out of this and become a 
millionaire.  I remember how envious I was 
when I would see another kid with a five 
cent candy bar.  I set the goal back then.  I 
was going to change things and by the time 
I was 35 I would make a million dollars.

I have those cold seats and nickel candy 
bars to thank.  By the time I turned 35 I had 
realized my goal of 20 years earlier.

It wasn’t easy  –  Success is no accident.  I 
really never had a fear of failing!  Although 
I regret many of the things that I have failed 
at, I realize that I must support my past 
failure or I can never improve on future en-
deavors.  Early on I realized that you can’t 
go very far by being just like, or as good as, 
everyone else.  I understand the value of 
hard work.  I believe that once you’ve reached 
your goals, you must set your sights higher.  This 
philosophy, I live by.  I’m sure it’s the driving 
force that has kept me motivated over the 
years.  I know Passion doesn’t punch a clock, 
and I constantly remind myself that the past 
years’ successes are remembered not as a (Continued at far right on next page)
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Scholarships first (cont.)

final achievement, but as a beginning.  I feel 
I must always strive to expand the possible.  
There’s much more I desire to get done in 
the industry and in this lifetime.

I love to work, to build and create new 
and better ways of doing things.  There are 
times I wonder if it’s worth it, especially 
when current projects do not come together 
as planned.  I’m sure it’s the failures, that 
offer the challenges, that make it all worth-
while.  Today, as any business owner knows, 
doing business can be like walking through 
a minefield, one wrong step and you’re out 
of commission.  One of my goals, one of my 
challenges, one of my duties as President of 
Mariah Boats, Inc., is to scrutinize each and 
every thing we do and point out the path 
through the field, to help everyone associ-
ated with Mariah avoid a misstep.

At Mariah, I study the competition 
and recognize the significant opportunity 
presented by them.  Then I go all out with 
new products, designs and features to “kick 
their butts.”  I realize I must accommodate 
the past, prevail in the present and remain 
flexible in the future.  I must continue to 
develop the rigor, discipline and prudence 
to vigorously pursue higher goals and objec-
tives.  I like candy bars and I assure all that 
I’ll never quit working, building or planning 
for the future for fear of going back to those 
cold seats.  –  Jimmy J. Fulks    

[DEDICATION PROGRAM EDITOR’S NOTE:  Fulks, 
with 25 years in the marine manufacturing 
business, founded Mariah Boats, Inc. in 
1989.  He assembled a management team 
with over 200 years of cumulative experi-
ence in the recreational boating industry 
and selected a 40-acre site in Benton over 50 
others vying for the business.  Over $5 mil-
lion was invested in the facility, inventory, 
tooling, research and development.
 Today, Mariah Boats, Inc. is the largest 
independent stern-drive boat builder in the 
world.  Its product is sold with pride in 47 
states, every Canadian province that borders  
the U.S. and in nearly 50 countries.
 With great conviction, Fulks and Mariah 
Boats management and employees have 
held true to the original philosophy behind 
the plant’s founding . . . “To build the finest 
family pleasure boats ever produced and to 
equip them like no other boat in the world.”]     
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH MAY 18, 1998

In less than 10 years, Jimmy J. Fulks 
has taken his start-up company  –  Mariah 
Boats Inc. – from zero to 50:  From no sales 
to yearly revenues in excess of $50 million.

“We’ve been averaging sales in the $50-
$60 million range for four years now,” said 
Fulks. “This year, we should do $56 million.”

What makes Fulks’ success even more 
surprising is that he has done it in a de-
pressed industry.  “The peak for the marine 
industry was 1988,” Fulks said. “Our indus-
try produced about 160,000 (inboard) stern-
drive boats. Today, it’s about half that.”

This downturn caused a major shakeout 
in boat yards.  “When I started there were 
489 stern-drive builders,” Fulks said. “It’s 
now down dramatically; I would estimate 
300 have survived.”

Mariah is one of the largest builders of 
inboard engine luxury boats in the nation, 
producing 2,000 to 3,000 boats a year.
ST. LOUIS BUSINESS JOURNAL JUNE 10, 2001

Jimmy Fulks started Mariah Boats, Inc. 
in 1989 in a temporary garage and quickly 
built it into one of the largest independent 
boat builders in the country.

News of the demise of Mariah Boats, 
Inc. came more quickly and unexpectedly.  
Fulks, President of the company, announced 
the closing in a May 23 letter sent to employ-
ees and faxed to dealers and the mayor of 
Benton , IL.  Since then , people haven’t been 
able to contact Fulks.

The news shocked the company’s 300-
plus workers and almost 200 Mariah boat 
dealers nationwide and abroad.  The com-
pany had annual sales of about $48 million.
www.zoominfo.com

In the letter [not explained on the web-
site who the letter was addressed to or for 
what reason it was specifically sent], Fulks 
blamed the company’s closing, in part, on a 
deteriorating relationship with Cleveland-
based National City Bank, despite Mariah’s 
excellent performance and improvement. 
He stated the bank demanded repayment 
of Mariah’s original $750,000 revolving 
credit line, crippling the company’s ability 
to continue operations.

Fulks also said in the letter recent retail 
dealership failures had forced Mariah to re-
purchase $4-$5 million worth of boats from 
wholesale lenders.

The closing of Mariah Boats also coin-
cided with the end of the special incentives 
Benton gave the company when it first came 
to the town of about 7,200 people a decade ago.

There was absolutely no warning, Mayor 
Patricia Bauer said.  “I guess bringing in 
companies like this is something that’s kind 
of a conundrum for small communities.  Ten 
years ago, we agreed to pay their real estate 

Campus and The Hitting Zone 
in 2002;  Sports Center in 2006;  
Walls of Fame and Walls of 
Honor, 2007, and a massive 
Theatre renovation in 2007, 
made possible by the “Friends of 
the Theatre” campaign.  
In August of this year, the 
college opened the doors to 
its new Science and Com-
puter Center addition to the 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus.  Answering the RLC 
Foundation’s call, leaders of 
the Pinckneyville community 
championed the cause with 
$400,000 toward the project 
and the Foundation pitched 
in $160,000 to meet adjusted 
construction costs, purchase 
start-up equipment and add 
the Computer Center.
“The Rend Lake College 
Foundation’s success in as-
sisting with capital projects 
has even surprised me, 
the way communities have 
stepped forward and the 
Foundation has supported 
those projects,” said Kern, 
the current CEO who will be 
retiring December 31 after 15 
years of leading the RLCF 
in milestone after milestone.  
Assistant Director Shawna 
Hall has been named to suc-
ceed her;  Kern will continue 
to work with the Foundation 
as a consultant.
“The Foundation’s mission, in 
addition to scholarships, is to 
provide support to enhance 
college services and facilities, 
and work on projects that rec-

e s a t e e ts a  
individuals, such as our Alum-
nus of the Year and Walls of 
Fame and Honor.”
Nearly 150 corporations, busi-
nesses, organizations, groups 
and individuals have received 
Major Gift Awards from the RLC 
Foundation for contributions 
ranging from $10,000 to more 
than $250,000.
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Foundation inherits CEO  
under revised agreement
R.L.C.F. BOARD OCTOBER 29, 2007

RECOMMENDATION/ACTION:
To approve the revisions to 
Section 8, Use of College 
Personnel and Facilities, in 
the Rend Lake College and 
Rend Lake College Founda-
tion Comprehensive Operat-
ing Agreement.  
RATIONALE:  Pending RLC 
Foundation approval regard-
ing the previous motion of 
moving the Foundation to-
ward an independent status 
and the CEO’s role, the RLC 
and RLC Foundation Compre-
hensive Operating Agreement 
require revision to accommo-
date the changes associated 
with the move.
Noteworthy changes . . .
8. Use of College Personnel 
and Facilities.  The Founda-
tion shall, at its own expense, 
employ an Executive Director 
to oversee services provided 
by the Foundation.  As consid-
eration for services enumer-
ated in this document which 
are provided by the Founda-
tion, the college agrees to do 
the following:  
b. Provide necessary college 
personnel, acceptable to the
Foundation, to assist the 
Foundation Executive Direc-
tor. Such employees will be 
under the day-to-day supervi-
sion of the Foundation but sub-
ject to the personnel policies of 
the college . . . The college 
shall be responsible for pay-
ment of the salaries and fringe 
be e ts  t e s t e s -
nel assigned to perform duties 
for the Foundation under this 
contract.     
e. Provide the wage and fringe 
be e ts  t e st e t(s) 
through the work-study pro-
gram.
The original Comprehensive 
Operating Agreement was 

st e e te  st 1, 2

taxes for 10 years.  The last bill we paid for 
them was $68,000 and that was in April;  
they closed in May.”
 [EDITOR’S NOTE:  A news story in The 
Southern Illinoisan May 23, 2001 by Jim Muir 
differed somewhat from the report above:
 “Several weeks of speculation and rumor 
turned into reality for 300 employees of 
Mariah Boats in Benton Wednesday after-
noon when they were notified that the plant 
was closing permanently . . .
 “. . . Mariah Boats owner Jimmy Fulks 
notified employees Wednesday afternoon 
no further production would take place and 
that a total shutdown would begin immedi-
ately.  At the peak of its operation, Mariah 
Boats had more than 500 employees and 
produced more than 5,000 boats annually . . .
 “. . . Talk of a total shutdown  –  or that 
Mariah Boats was on the selling block  –  has 
swirled around the plant since January, but 
has escalated in recent weeks.  A Mariah 
employee, who asked not to be identified, 
said Fulks had kept employees informed 
about the problems, and that news of the 
shutdown was not unexpected.”]  
www.mariahboatsuk.co.uk

In 2002, Sea Fox purchased the “Mariah” 
trademark and many of the Mariah hull and 
deck molds.  The Division Mariah Boat Co. 
was created at that time.  As of 2015, there 
was no mention of the Mariah Boat Co. or 
any models on the Sea Fox Boats website.
OBITUARY 2008

Jimmy J. Fulks died unexpectedly at age 
59 on April 19, 2008.  He was born March 1, 
1949 in Beebe, AR.  He had been a Florida 
resident for the past seven years.  He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Karen.  

Survivors include sons Rance (Stacey) 
Fulks of Naples, FL [Executive Vice President 
for Mariah Boats] and Jason Fulks of Bel-
leville, IL, daughter Jennifer (Jeremy) Fulks 
of Indianapolis and three grandchildren.

RECOGNITIONS R US Â
Presidential Awards-Plus, Hourglass
and more salute deserving individuals

Special recognitions have been a life-
blood of both Rend Lake College and the 
RLC Foundation for many years.  Not only 
do the heads of these organizations know 
a good thing when they see it, they try to 
go out of their way to show their apprecia-
tion.  A simple ‘Thank you,’ other words of 
encouragement, a pat on the back or public 
acknowledgement can go a long way to 
guaranteeing continued success.

Presidential Awards, for example, have 
been presented annually to distinguished 
RLC Foundation Directors since 1995 (with 
one exception), occasionally to multiple 
recipients.  Other well-known citations are 
for “Faculty Excellence” and “Outstanding 
Staff,” “Alumnus of the Year” and “Com-
munity Support.”

But some of those “attaboys” and “atta-
girls” do not fit the mold. 

For instance . . . 
 A Presidential Recognition Award was 

presented in 2011 to the Rend Lake Col-
lege Information Technology Department 
headed by Vice President of Institutional 
Effectiveness Andrea Witthoft and Director 
of Information Technology Terry Roedl.  
Also singled out on the plaque were Brian 
Clark, Jeff DeMattei, Brenda Garvin, Kent 
McKown, Ronald Murray, Krystal Reagan, 
Walt Steele and Larry Thuilliez.

 According to RLCF Board minutes, 
the recipient of another Presidential Award 
from the Foundation in 2006 was Forrest 
Langenfeld, CEO for Peoples National Bank 
in Centralia and Mt. Vernon.
 According to an article on the website, 
biz.journal, in October 2010, the 53-year-
old Langenfeld is an avid St. Louis sports 
fan and Chair of the St. Louis Sports Hall 
of Fame.  A former Director of Community 
Development for the City of Centralia, he 
joined Peoples National Bank in 2000 after 
Firstar acquired Mercantile Bank, where 
he had been employed, and was named 
Peoples CEO in January 2004.  
 Langenfeld left in 2013 to join Hancock 
Securities Group as a Director/Advisor.
  Dual-member Hunt Bonan, who head-
ed both the RLC Foundation Board and the 
Rend Lake College Board of Trustees during 
his many years of service, was presented the 
first Hourglass Award in 2008-09.
  At the 2013 RLC Foundation Annual 
Dinner, Bonan was saluted once again, this 
time along with Rich Yunkus.  They were 
presented with special unnamed awards for 
their over-and-above efforts during 25- and 
20-year tenures, respectively.  
 Bonan has been a Foundation mainstay 
since 1988, serving as its President for 13 
years, from 1995-2008, and was a valued 
Trustee from 1997-2009 and Chair, 2004-07.
 Yunkus has contributed to the RLCF in a 
myriad of ways since joining in 1993.  “Rich 
manages investments for the Foundation, 
and he works tirelessly to do the best for us. 
I guarantee he thinks about the Foundation 
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daily,” said CEO Shawna Manion.
Yunkus thanked the Foundation for the 

award, stating, “You can’t help but see the 
Rend Lake College Foundation when you 
walk around campus. What a great group 
of people, and I love to work with all of 
them to help Rend Lake College. It’s with 
everyone’s help and support that we do 
what we can, and it’s an honor to be a part 
of this tremendous organization.”

RLC President Terry Wilkerson saluted 
Bonan as a personal friend and mentor.

“It’s a great honor to receive this tonight,” 
said Bonan. “It’s amazing how many people 
Rend Lake College and the Foundation sup-
port.  If you ever think the world is going 
bad or going the wrong way, come sit by 
some of the students at our Annual Scholar-
ship Dinner, and you’ll leave thinking posi-
tive thoughts about them and the future.”

RLCF FRIEND BRUCE BALDWIN Â
Baldwin Media Development videos
have made impact for two decades

Do you think videos produced for the 
RLC Foundation for two decades have had 
an influence on others?  Check out some of 
the endorsements on the Baldwin Media 
Development website . . .

“Baldwin Media Development has pro-
vided high quality video and media work 
for Rend Lake College for over 15 years. 
Each year, Bruce is able to take our ideas and 
transform them into storylines that capture 
our audiences. BMD can adapt and tailor 
to any idea we dream up, from pre-filmed 
cooking shows to promotional videos for 
crowds of over 400 people, and he always 
helps us work within our budget. We are 
proud of the Baldwin Media products that 
we put forth to our donors and constituents 
each year.”  Shawna Manion, CEO

Rend Lake College Foundation

 “The Illinois Community College Board 
contracted Baldwin Media to produce a 
video presentation telling the story of the 
ICCB and celebrating its 40th Anniversary. 
We were very pleased with the final video 
and the professionalism Baldwin Media of-
fered. I highly recommend Baldwin Media 
to any organization that needs quality, yet 
cost-effective video.” Randy Barnette, V-P 
   Illinois Community College Board

 “I am very pleased with the final videos 
received from Baldwin Media. BMD put 
together six professional videos depicting 
life and business in Mt. Vernon. The city 

 -  - 

Anatomy/Physiology Lab
grant-funding allocated
FOUNDATION BOARD MARCH 11, 2014

Voted to grant permission to 
allocate funding for the Title 
III renovation of the Anatomy 
and Physiology Lab.  Total 
construction cost is estimated 
at $283,200 and will be paid 
off by the grant:  Year One, 
$40,660;  Year Two, $40,660;  
Year Three, $53,760; Year 
Four,  $53,760; Year Five, 
$94,360.
RATIONALE:
Rend Lake College received 
the Title III Grant which pro-
vides approximately $2.5 mil-
l  e  t e e t e ea s 
for funding improvements to 
the campus and the curricu-
lum in Allied Health.  The ren-
ovation proposed in the grant 
is fundamental to the success 
of the target audience of stu-
dents in healthcare.
The college is not allowed 
to borrow funds in the same 
manner as a normal loan and 
the grant could not be written 
to pay the entire construction 
cost in one year even though 
the renovation had to occur in 
a one-year time frame.  The 
renovation project is com-
pletely funded by Title III but 
the payments are scheduled 
over the life of the grant.
The Rend Lake College 
Foundation will invoice the 
college and be reimbursed 
the construction cost of the 
renovation of the Anatomy 
and Physiology Labs on cam-
pus in the above payment 
schedule each year. 

uses videos on its website in addition to 
other applications. Working with the BMD 
staff was a pleasure and every effort was 
made to capture the images we were af-
ter and to complete the project within the 
time frame established. I would recommend 
Baldwin Media, without reservation, to any-
one wanting professional quality video.”
    Bonnie Jerdon, Director
   Mt. Vernon Convention and Tourism Bureau

 “Baldwin Media is a great company to 
work with. Bruce has always completed 
the projects on time and within budget. 
However, what I appreciate most is that his 
creativity and the quality of his work has 
always exceeded my expectations.”
     Mary Ellen Bechtel, Executive Director
   Jefferson County Development Corporation

 “Baldwin Media Development has cre-
ated several promotional videos for Na-
tional Railway Equipment Co. and we have 
been extremely pleased with the finished 
products. BMD is very creative bringing 
innovative ideas to each project. I couldn’t 
recommend them more highly.”
    Steven L. Beal, President
    National Railway Equipment Co.

 “Baldwin Media has helped Peoples 
National Bank to effectively market our 
services through video over the past 3 
years. With Bruce’s help we have been 
able to produce quality video for television 
commercials and marketing presentations 
that has allowed Peoples National Bank to 
reach new audiences in our market area.”
         Bill Bonan II, Community Bank President
    Peoples National Bank

PLANNED GIFT Â
Jim and Carole Mounier Legacy Society
seven-figures . . . largest donation ever
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE DECEMBER 4, 2015

Generosity and inspiration overflowed at 
last night’s Rend Lake College Foundation 
Annual Dinner, held at the Holiday Inn in 
Mt. Vernon. With two sizeable donations 
on the books and a rousing speech from the 
Alumnus of the Year, RLC donors, faculty, 
staff and guests left with a feeling of opti-
mism and hope.

Leading the way in generosity was 2014 
Alumnus of the Year Jim Mounier and his 
wife, Carole, who after a year of closely 
following the college, decided to give the 
largest donation the Foundation has ever 
received. Already totaling a value of sev-
en-figures and growing, the Jim and Carole 
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Mounier Legacy Society was announced 
by Foundation CEO Shawna Bullard.

“This project has been one year in the 
making and it is the largest-ever donation 
to the Rend Lake College Foundation,” 
said Bullard. 

“The Jim and Carole Mounier Legacy 
Society is a bequest of their property to the 
Foundation. The Mouniers have chosen the 
Foundation as beneficiaries in their estate, 
which means when they pass away, the 
money they’ve worked for will continue to 
work for our students through their gift.”

Bullard added, “A planned gift is the 
most-valuable donation an organization 
can receive because they are often the larg-
est, and this particular gift will hopefully 
continue to grow. It is also very inspira-
tional to other donors and helps to educate 
others in the many different ways to give.”

Upon receiving special recognition for 
the Legacy Society, Mounier, a 1972 gradu-
ate of RLC, said he is proud to be able to 
give back to the place he said changed ev-
erything.

“Attending Rend Lake College was one 
of the best decisions I ever made, and I 
believe it is probably the hidden jewel of 
Southern Illinois,” he said. “We don’t in-
vest in things that don’t work, but we’ve 
been following the college and Foundation 
very closely for the past year, and we think 
it works very well. We’re honored and 
humbled to be able to give this donation.”

Mounier is currently the Senior Vice 
President at Merrill Lynch in Rockford. A 
native of Linton, IN, he relocated to South-
ern Illinois and completed his senior year 
at Mt. Vernon Township High School in 
1970. At RLC, Mounier focused on a Math-
ematics degree before transferring to Illi-
nois State University.  

The Mouniers were not the only big 
donors announced during the event. An 
anonymous donation specifically for the 
RLC Foundation Children’s Center was 
also announced by Board Director Rich 
Yunkus in the amount of $195,000.

Though the donor wishes to remain 
anonymous right now, Bullard said the 
children’s library in the new addition 
will likely be named after the individual. 
Groundbreaking on the addition is expect-
ed to begin in February or March and stu-
dents will be using the facility by Fall 2016.

An emotional Yunkus expressed his dis-
belief when the donor came to him wish-
ing to make donations to national chari-

ties. Upon hearing and studying about the 
Children’s Center addition, the donor then 
changed her mind and decided to give 
back to educating young people.

“We thought it would take 15 to 18 
months to fund-raise for this project, but 
that’s not the case. We’ve had an individ-
ual who wanted to make some donations 
to various charities, and instead decided 
to make a large donation to the Children’s 
Center for this addition to help young 
kids,” he said. “This is a person who lives 
in a modest house with a 10-year-old car 
who has worked hard and saved her mon-
ey, all her life, and who wants to give it all 
back. She wishes to remain anonymous for 
now, but she donated $195,000.”

This year’s donation will be added to 
last year’s $100,000 donation from Marjo-
rie Farrar to completely fund the project, 
which will be a gross motor room to give 
students the chance to play indoors and 
have their own library. Farrar was one of 
the catalysts of the Children’s Center and 
made the lead donation of $100,000 in 1995 
to start the process of building.

For his help in securing the anonymous 
donation, Yunkus was awarded the Presi-
dential Award for being an outstanding 
Director. The 22-year-veteran of the Foun-
dation is well known locally for being an 
All-State basketball player who is the first, 
and only, Georgia Tech student to be in-
ducted into their Hall of Fame immediate-
ly upon graduating and who still holds the 
scoring record after 40 years.

“I’m very honored to receive this 
award,” said Yunkus. “Everyone here 
knows what our Foundation does and I 
hope you continue to support us so we can 
continue into the future.”

The Annual Dinner also recognized the 
2015 Alumnus of the Year, Orthopaedic 
Surgeon Dr. Brian Kern, a native of South-
ern Illinois who now resides in Paducah, 
KY. Kern was nominated by RLC Athletic 
Director Tim Wills, 1996 Alumnus of the 
Year, who was the Basketball Coach for 
Kern when he attended RLC from 1992-94.

“Brian will always be one of my guys  
–  anyone who played for me will always 
be that  –  but he’s a young man now with 
so much more ahead of him. I’m proud to 
introduce Dr. Brian Kern as the Alumnus of 
the Year,” said Wills.

Kern brought a sense of fun to the po-
dium by explaining that he had given the 
speech to two of his children just a couple 

 -  - 

‘Friends of the Theatre’ 
are truly friends indeed  
RLC F.Y.I. SEPTEMBER 2007

The Rend Lake College Foun-
dation has exceeded its initial 
fundraising goal to renovate 
the RLC Theatre on campus. 
But it is not done yet.
With original estimates not 
accounting for some dire im-
provements, the Foundation’s
members are still pounding the 
streets for support.
“Whatever additional funding 
the Foundation can raise will 
take t e a al b e   
of the college and enhance 
the project with sound equip-
ment and lighting that were 
not included in the estimates,” 
said RLC Foundation CEO 
Pat Kern.
A new incentive for contribu-
tors has emerged as the col-
lege began accepting bids for 
the project recently, according 
to Kern. A contribution to 
the cause will earn donors 

e be s  a  be e ts  
“Friends of the Theatre.”  With 
a $1,000 gift, “Friends of the 
Theatre” will get an exclusive 
chance to purchase theater 
tickets for upcoming produc-
tions, an invitation to the The-
atre Renovation Gala Celebra-
tion to be held shortly after 
the project is completed and 
guaranteed name recognition 
on a “Friends of the Theatre” 
plaque that will hang in the 
Theatre lobby.
Lead contributor Dr. Evelyn 
Claxton, a retired RLC Liberal 
Arts Division Chair, along with 
key fund-raiser and RLCF 
Board Member Mary Ellen 
Aiken, have proven their com-
mitment to this vital project.
“This is not only good for the 
college, it is good for the sur-
rounding area,” Aiken said. “It’s 
going to be beautiful and I think 
it needs to be done.”
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Hold presses: RLCF selects
Zibby-Damron as CEO
BOARD MEETING JUNE 14, 2016

The Rend Lake College Board 
of Trustees appointed Kathleen 
(Kay) Zibby-Damron as Chief 

e t e e   t e  
Foundation effective July 1. 
She most recently was Vice 
President of Operations for 
United Methodist Children’s 
Home in Mt. Vernon. 
She holds a Master of Science 
Degree in Human Services, 
with a specialization in Man-
a e e t  t e -
cies, from Capella University 
(MN) and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Degree in Therapeutic 
Recreation from Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale.
In May, the Board accepted 
with regret the resignation of 
Shawna Bullard, CEO of the 
Rend Lake College Founda-
tion, as of June 2. She had 
been employed full-time with 
the RLC Foundation since 
February 2009. 

nights before, and when one fell asleep, he 
changed up his discourse.
 “I decided that I want to take this op-
portunity to talk about what Rend Lake 
College has done for me and how someone 
can utilize the college to be successful,” 
said Kern. “I was fortunate to play for two 
excellent coaches at Rend Lake College, 
Tim in basketball and Coach Rich Camp-
bell in baseball. It was a humbling experi-
ence to play for two great individuals who 
went the extra mile for their students.”
 He added, “When I got to Rend Lake, I 
realized that I wasn’t as good as I thought 
I was [athletically]. It was a lot higher level 
of competition than I was used to, but I 
was able to grow physically and mentally. 
I learned a lot about what I wanted to do 
with my life. This all started with my de-
cision to attend Rend Lake College, and I 
want other students to know they can start 
their career at Rend Lake and end up wher-
ever they want.”
 Kern continued to hit key points in his 
life, both the successes and the setbacks, 
including his transfer to St. Louis Univer-
sity to play baseball at the NCAA Division 
I school but then his inability to get into the 
Physical Therapy program. He said it was 
his RLC Chemistry Professor, John Fisher, 
who encouraged him to consider a career 
as a physician.
 But before he entered medical school, 
Kern was drafted by the Oakland Athlet-
ics organization and played in the Minor 
Leagues. For two full seasons, Kern said 
he lived his dream of playing professional 
baseball before being released at the begin-
ning of his third season.
 “I told my son, it’s okay to fail. You will 
fail at a lot of things and that’s okay. What’s 
not okay is to quit,” said Kern.
 He then returned to Southern Illinois 
to attend Southern Illinois University’s 
School of Medicine and completed his Or-
thopaedic Surgery residency in Springfield 
and a sports medicine fellowship in Los 
Angeles. Kern and two other physicians 
banded together to start the Orthopaedic 
Institute of Western Kentucky in 2009, a 
center that has since grown to 10 physi-
cians and more than 100 employees.
 “I think Rend Lake College did a lot 
more for me than I did for the college,” 
said Kern. “What I really want to convey is 
I went to Rend Lake College and improved 
on a lot of different aspects in my life. In 
doing so, I obtained a scholarship to an ex-

cellent university, played college and pro-
fessional sports, and eventually was able to 
receive acceptance into medical school and 
become an Orthopaedic Surgeon  –  RLC 
was the first step in making this possible.”
 Two other individuals were recognized 
at the Annual Dinner. Bullard gave special 
posthumous tributes to Howard L. Payne 
and Dr. Warren E. Petty for their service to 
the Foundation.
 Payne served on the RLCF Board for 36 
years and passed away in May at 100 years 
old. He is remembered as one of the found-
ing fathers of the Foundation and as one of 
the largest donors. Petty, who passed away 
in April at the age of 80, served for 19 years 
on the board and was a key individual in 
the development of many scholarships.
 “I lost two friends and we lost two of 
the strongest supporters of Rend Lake Col-
lege and the Foundation,” said Bullard. 
“Howard’s goal was to be 100, but he was 
ready to go home to be with his wife af-
ter that. True to form, I visited with him 
on his 100th birthday and he was doing 
very well. He passed away soon after, and 
I know he’s very happy to be reunited with 
his wife, Helene. He was and always will 
be one of my biggest mentors.”
 She added, “Dr. Petty left behind a void 
in his family because of the amazing things 
he did. The Petty family created a schol-
arship in his name when he passed, and 
though the Foundation can’t fill the void 
he left, we’re going to help the family cre-
ate an endowment to honor Dr. Petty’s leg-
acy. I think of both of these men as mentors 
to me, and they will be greatly missed.”

 -  - 

‘Friends’ indeed (cont.)
Additional contributors and 
fundraising champions so far 
include Aiken and her hus-
band, John;  Kyle Childers;  the 
Franklin County Arts Associa-
tion;  the Pyramid Players; Lois 
Jenkins; Vida Hendrick; Doro-
thy Swinney;  Dr. Robert and 
Marilyn Parks;  Pat Kern;  Rich 
Yunkus; Millie Caldwell and 
daughter Cindy Caldwell, and
Wilma Guy. 
Also, the Foundation received 
a $10,000 donation from an 
anonymous contributor. 
Those who have pledged 
their much-needed support 
are Jody Rubenacker and 
Dr. and Mrs. Warren Petty;  
JoAnn Joy with U.S. Bank and 
Chris Johnson with Walgreen’s 
Distribution.
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 Some of the numbers announced in late 
November 2011 are staggering . . .
 • $11.5 million in total donations re-
ceived by the Rend Lake College Founda-
tion since it was rejuvenated in 1979 as a 
(hard-)working entity.
 • Net assets which have more than 
doubled  in a decade, now at $4.3 million, 
with $2.5 million given back to the college.
 • Student scholarships awarded  –  
worth just under $45,000 20 years ago;  10 
years ago, $150,000;  up to $500,000 for the 
benefit of 321 students in 2011.
 • To date, more than $4 million in schol-
arships handed out and $2.3 million banked 
for scholarship endowments.
 Looking for reasons why?  
 There are many:  A worthwhile cause  
–  deserving students.  Hard work.  Involve-
ment of top-notch community leaders and 
concerned citizens, as well as community-
minded business and industry.  Consider-
able blood, sweat and tears.  Federal grants 
that helped get momentum rolling and pro-
vided matching funds as seed money.  More 
hard work.  Wise investments.  Impressed 
individuals who wanted to return a favor.
 The list could go on and on.
 Here is yet another reason . . . Beginning 
with four part-timers, how about a stable of 
thoroughbreds who have been charged with 
heading Resource and Development.
 Talk about a bargain.  A wise investment.   
Lifelong friend-raiser Ken Miller, who never 
woke up to a day he did not like, stepped 
up from his volunteer status as a member of 
the RLC Foundation Board of Directors, to 
accept a $4,872 annual salary  –  all right, we 
have to admit, use of a leased automobile, 
also  –  as incentive to become the third head 
of a fledgling Foundation.
 He followed the under-appreciated 
academician-turned-fundraiser-turned-
academician John Homan Jr. and his succes-
sor, Charles W. Fink.  And he, in turn, was 
followed by the last of the P.T. guys, Man of 
Many Hats Bob Carlock, the future financial 
guru of all things Rend Lake College.
 They were all followed by a $1.5 million 
federal Title III “Strengthening Institutions” 
Grant with an emphasis on resource devel-
opment and subsequent 2-for-1 $500,000 
“Challenge Grant,” and the rest, as they say, 
is history. 

FOUR PART-TIMERS SHOWED WAY FOR WINEMILLER, P. KERN, BULLARD 

Firm Foundation:  Leaders have left their marks
 Full-time Executive Directors followed  
–  Herb Winemiller Jr., who worked closely 
with Clements and Associates and hand-
picked Campaign Chair Sam Mateer;  Pat 
(Mitchell) Kern, who inherited a very good 
situation and did everything right to con-
tinue to make it even better, and recently, 
Shawna (Manion) Bullard, who trained three 
years under Kern before taking over and 
then took advantage of working with Kern 
as a part-time consultant the first year.
 Each was the right person at the right 
time  –  Homan to Fink to Miller to Carlock 
to Winemiller to Mitchell-Kern to Manion-
Bullard.  The progression has resulted in 
prideful progress.                          

SHAWNA BULLARD Â
Experience ‘invaluable,’ relationships
‘irreplaceable,’ lead to CEO promotion
REND LAKE COLLEGE BOARD HIGHLIGHTS OCTOBER 18, 2011

 The Rend Lake College Foundation 
Board of Directors has appointed Shawna 
Hall, currently the Assistant Director for the 
Foundation, to the Chief Executive Officer 
position effective January 1, 2012.
 “I am honored to have this opportunity,” 
Hall said.  “Rend Lake College is an excellent 
place to work, and has been a true catalyst 
in my upcoming transition.  The experience I 
have received is invaluable and the relation-
ships I have formed are irreplaceable.”

                

 The new CEO was Shawna Manion when 
she joined the Foundation as a 24-year-old 
Assistant Director in 2009.
 She earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Busi-
ness Economics and Finance from Southern 
Illinois University-Edwardsville, where she 
was a Dean’s List student and member of the 
National Scholar’s Honor Society.  She also 
was active in the Economics and Finance 
Club and Business Elite Club.
 Prior to her employment on-campus, 
the Mt. Vernon native was Director of Fi-
nance for Growkids, a Keenes-based firm 
where she was involved with fund-raising.  
Experience likewise came in the Finance/
Accounting Department for Cope Marine 
(2005-07) and as a Customer Service Rep for 
Keystone Staffing (2007), both in O’Fallon.
 For five summers before that, she was an 
Assistant Manager, Instructor and Lifeguard 
for the Mt. Vernon Recreation Club.   

Shawna Bullard
R.L.C.F. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

 -  - 

For new Assistant Manion
work starts in Windy City 
FEBRUARY 2009

It has been a fast-paced start 
for Shawna Manion, the new 
24-year-old Assistant Director 
of the RLC Foundation.
Manion, a Mt. Vernon native, 
reported to her new position 

eb a  11 l  t   t t e 
Foundation was sending her to 
a week-long intensive training 
conference in Chicago. Once 
there she dove right into 
a 9 a.m.-to-5 p.m. training 
regiment on the elite, top-shelf 
software program, Blackbaud 
Raiser’s Edge.
The software program is used 
to organize and accomplish 
fund-raising objectives to 
better serve the college, its 
supporters and its students. 
Manion found herself learning 
alongside representatives of 
organizations like the Chicago 
Art Museum and Big Brother/
Big Sister, as well as university 
foundations. She is now taking 
Quickbooks classes. 
“It’s an amazing opportunity 
and I’m really enjoying the 

k  t s s  a e e t t t  
my education, personality and 
background,” she said of the 
Assistant Director position.



 She is a member of the Southern Illinois 
NeXt Professionals, an extension of the Jef-
ferson County Chamber of Commerce.
 Also to her credit are mission trips and 
experience abroad in 2007 and ’08 which 
took her to Romania, Germany, Thailand 
and Mexico. 
PAT MITCHELL KERN Â
Director involved volunteer three years,
acquainted with members prior to hiring
REND LAKE COLLEGE BOARD HIGHLIGHTS APRIL 23, 1997

 Rend Lake College Trustees unanimously 
approved the administrative recommenda-
tion to employ Patricia Mitchell as the full-
time Director of Resource Development on 
a 48-week contract, effective June 1.
 As such, she is expected to serve as Ex-
ecutive Director for the not-for-profit Rend 
Lake College Foundation, which functions 
in fund-raising and friend-building activi-
ties on behalf of the college.
 Mitchell, RLC Director of Admissions 
and Records at the present time, has been 
actively involved with the RLC Foundation 
the past three years, participating in the 
organization of all special events and some 
executive awareness gatherings.
 According to the administration’s rec-
ommendation, “She is acquainted with the 
Foundation Board members, many of the 
prominent citizens in the district and the 
principles by which Rend Lake College 
conducts its fund-raising.”
 The new Director has an Associate 
Degree from Rend Lake College and her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Workforce Education 
and Development from Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.  
 Mitchell was a nontraditional student 
when she earned her Associate in Science 
Degree in 1991.  
 The former student-worker was origi-
nally hired full-time by Rend Lake College 
in January 1992 as a Data Entry Clerk as part 
of a federal Title III “Strengthening Institu-
tions” Grant.  She was promoted within the 
Student Services area to Registrar four years 
later, in January, and was promoted again 
nine months later, to Director of Admissions, 
in October 1996.
 Prior to coming to RLC, she worked for 
The Hang Up in Christopher in a variety of 
positions.
REND LAKE COLLEGE BOARD HIGHLIGHTS OCTOBER 18, 2011

 Veteran RLC Foundation Chief Executive 
Officer Pat Kern will retire effective De-
cember 31.  Although the RLC Foundation 

Board of Directors already had accepted 
her resignation last August, Kern asked the 
RLC Board of Trustees to accept it as well 
due to the close connection between the two 
entities.  
 Kern’s service has lasted two decades.
 Kern has accepted a consulting position 
with the Foundation beginning March 1, 
2012.  “I look forward to continuing with 
the Rend Lake College Foundation and will 
be available whenever needed.
 “I want to thank the many people from 
the Foundation and college who entrusted 
me with the RLCF CEO position that proved 
to be more rewarding than I could ever 
imagine,” Kern said in her retirement letter.
 RLC Board of Trustees Chair Bryan Drew 
said the size of Rend Lake College’s Founda-
tion today is a testament to what Kern has 
been able to accomplish during her years of 
service.  Drew thanked Kern on behalf of the 
entire Board for everything she has done.  
“She’s done a tremendous job,” he said.

                

 • Mitchell-Kern received the Fund-
Raising Management Degree certification in 
1999 through Indiana University’s Center of 
Philanthropy.
 • Two years later, she was recipient of a 
$500 scholarship from the Illinois Commu-
nity College System Foundation to attend 
a summer course offering through I.U., 
“Planned Giving: Getting the Proper Start.”
 • In the years that followed, she was a 
frequent attendee at sessions to upgrade 
her skills  –  Planned Giving seminars at the 
Annual Council for Resource Development 
Conference in Washington, D.C. (2000);  
seminars at the American Governing Board 
Conference in Florida (2001);  the Robert F. 
Sharpe Conference  –  Major Gift Planning II 
and the Annual American Governing Board 
Conference regarding Community College 
Foundation Board Relations (2003);  Inter-
national Association of Professional Fund-
raisers Conference in Texas (2007);  Illinois 
Community College Trustees Association 
Distinguished Individuals Conference in 
Chicago (2009), and Illinois Resource Devel-
opment Conference and Illinois Community 
College State Foundation in Springfield.
    • She did more than merely attend  .  .  .
serving as a presenter (along with Assis-
tant Director Lori Ragland) at the National 
Council for Resource Development Confer-
ence in Washington, D.C. (2002); Illinois Re-
source and Development State Conference 
(2002);  Illinois Community College System 
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Pat Mitchell Kern
R.L.C. FOUNDATION C.E.O.

 -  - 

RLCF’s Mitchell recipient
for change instead of giver
F.Y.I. FEBRUARY 2001

Turnabout apparently is fair 
play. As Executive Director 
of the RLC Foundation, Pat 
Mitchell is responsible for 
raising funds and awarding 
scholarships to hundreds of 
students each year.

 t ell s e sel   
the receiving end.
She is the recipient of a $500 
tuition scholarship for a course 
to be offered July 9-10 by 
Indiana University, “Planned 
Giving:  Getting the Proper 
Start,” in Indianapolis.
The scholarship is from the 
Illinois Community College 
System Foundation. “My con-
gratulations to you for your 
dedicated work in the Commu-
nity College Foundations of Il-
linois,” CEO Dr. J. Neil Admire 
said in a letter to Mitchell.

t ell s a e t e  -
Raising Manager as a result 
of previous training at I.U.  The 
Benton resident is a graduate 
of RLC and SIU-Carbondale 
and has worked full-time for 

 s e 1992, t e last e 
years as Foundation Director.
The past year over 300 schol-
arships totaling $185,000 were 
awarded.  The Foundation’s 
endowed student scholarship 
fund reached $1 million during 
Year 2000.
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Herb Winemiller Jr.
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

 -  - 

Florida-bound Winemiller
applies one last ‘squeeze’
RLC  F.Y.I. MARCH 3, 1997 

Herb Winemiller Jr. could not 
resist putting the “squeeze” on 
somebody for a donation his 
last day on the job.
He took the opportunity at his 
farewell reception February 27 
to needle good friend Robert 
Buntin and wife Marjorie, ask-
ing if the college had received 
a donation from them recently.
Voila!  Mrs. Buntin wrote the 
RLCF a check before leaving.
And now, as President Mark 
S. Kern did his own kidding, 
instead of the question being, 
“Where’s Herb?” and the an-
swer being, “He’s in Florida,” 
his new employers are likely 
to hear, “He’s in Illinois.”
The former Director of Re-
source Development and RLC 
Foundation Executive Director 
started a new job Monday at 
Lake-Sumter Community Col-
lege in Leesburg, FL.
Before he left, however, he 
was presented with a plaque 
of appreciation by Kern “for 

e ea s  e ate  se e  
and received best wishes from 
a majority of the RLC Foun-
dation Board members who 
turned out, along with faculty 
and staff, to help honor him.

  es, e  te , 
(Continued at far right on next page)

State Conference in Springfield (2007), and 
leading a group discussion for peers at the 
Illinois Community College State Founda-
tion Conference in Bloomington (2003).                      
HERB WINEMILLER JR. Â
First full-time, external fund-raiser
knows quality of college, supporters
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE OCTOBER 1992

 Only the sales pitch has changed for Herb 
Winemiller Jr.  He is still hoping to be able 
to make you a good deal.
 Winemiller, who spent the past 11-plus 
years helping sell cars, will switch to selling 
people on the idea of helping others better 
themselves through higher education in his 
new role as Director of Resource Develop-
ment for Rend Lake College.
 The Whittington resident became the first 
full-time, external fund-raiser in the 25-year 
history of the Ina-based community college 
when he assumed the position October 13.  
The position is made possible by part of the 
$1.5 million “Strengthening Institutions” 
Title III (Activity III) federal grant Rend Lake 
College was awarded last year.
 The grant addresses resource develop-
ment in a broad sense, including institu-
tional advancement and development, 
public and private grant-writing, alumni de-
velopment and extensive training of faculty, 
staff and RLC Foundation Board members.  
Student scholarships and endowment funds 
are expected to be the main beneficiaries.
 Winemiller succeeds Bob Carlock, who 
headed the not-for-profit RLC Foundation 
in a part-time capacity before being named 
Dean for Finance and Administration  at the 
college.  There were 68 applicants for the 
Resource Development position.
 A graduate of Benton High School and 
McKendree College (Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business), the 46-year-old Win-
emiller had been the Business Manager and 
Finance Director for Taylor Motor Company 
in Benton since 1981.  Prior to that, he was 
Field Service Representative and Liaison 
Officer for Bendix United Geophysical Corp. 
for one year, Head Cashier and a member 
of the Board of Directors at State Bank of 
Whittington from 1970-80 and Field Staff Su-
pervisor for the Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville Department of Archeology for 
three years.
 “We’re going to need a lot of local sup-
port, both for the students here presently 
and for future students,” Winemiller said.  
“The quality of the staff, students and fa-

cilities, along with the quality of our com-
munity supporters, should make my job a 
whole lot easier.”
 Winemiller has experienced first-hand 
the value of Rend Lake College.  Tiffany 
Winemiller, the older daughter of Herb and 
Gwyn Winemiller, attended RLC two years 
before transferring to Southeast Missouri 
State University.  Younger daughter Misti 
is a current sophomore.
 He has been a volunteer leader for pre-
vious RLC Foundation fund drives in the 
Benton area.  His former boss, Robert Taylor, 
is Vice President of the RLC Foundation 
Board.
 For the past seven years, he has taught 
seminars on “Business Managers Proce-
dures” and “Business Managers Public Rela-
tions” for Finch Services, Inc. of Springfield.
 He also is a graduate of the Dale Carnegie 
School and the Ford Motor Credit Business 
Manager’s School of Financing, holds a spe-
cialty certificate from the SIU-Carbondale / 
Illinois Bankers Association School of Bank-
ing and is a State of Illinois Insurance Broker.
 Winemiller received Ford Motor Com-
pany’s “Achievement for Outstanding Sales 
and Management” each year between 1986 
and 1991,  In 1988, as recipient of Ford’s 
“Superior Sales Award,” he was awarded a 
trip to the British Colony of Hong Kong and 
Mainland China.
 The newest member of the RLC family 
also is a member of the Masonic Lodge and 
a Shriner, is an Executive Council Member 
on the Franklin County 4-H Federation and 
a Past-President of both the Ewing Parent-
Teacher Association and Ewing Booster 
Club. 
 “I’ve been made to feel very welcome by 
the college staff,” Winemiller commented.  
“I’m looking forward to the opportunity to 
meet with old friends and make new ones 
in my capacity as Director of Resource De-
velopment for Rend Lake College.
 “Now is the time, for tax purposes, for 
people to consider giving” he added, dem-
onstrating he still has a sales pitch prepared.                         

BOB CARLOCK Â
Part-time, multi-tasking RLCF head
increases net base assets fourfold
REND LAKE COLLEGE F.Y.I. DECEMBER 23, 1991

 The Interim prefix has been dropped 
from the title of Robert P. Carlock, RLC Dean 
for Finance and Administration.
 Carlock was named to fill the position 
on a permanent basis at Tuesday’s Board of 
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 The new Director has served in various 
administrative capacities in public school, 
junior college and university levels for more 
than 21 years and in executive positions with 
foundations for approximately 25 years.
 [More specifically, the U.S. Navy Lieu-
tenant Junior Grade from 1944-46 during 
World War II was President  at Ohio College 
of Applied Science, a two-year community 
college, from 1954-58, and was Administra-
tive Assistant to the President and Executive 
Director at Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale from 1958-73.
 Prior to that, he was a high school Guid-
ance Counselor, State Director for seven 
years with the Indiana Society for Crippled 
Children and Executive Director for the 
Greater Cincinnati Safety Council.]  
 Most recently, he spent 11 years as Execu-
tive Vice President of the Mitchell Founda-
tion and the Mitchell Art Museum in Mt. 
Vernon before retiring July 1, 1984.
 Miller has been active in numerous civic 
and service organizations in Southern Il-
linois since 1958, including volunteer work 
for such agencies as United Way, Boy Scouts, 
YMCA, chambers of commerce, parks and 
recreation, local and state historical societies, 
State Historic Sites Commission, arts and 
humanities groups, tourism councils and 
local hospitals.
 A graduate of Ohio State University, Mill-
er also holds a Master’s Degree in Education 
from Butler University (IN) and has com-
pleted post-graduate work at the Univer-
sity of Maine, University of Cincinnati and 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.
 [Miller was a Council Commissioner of 
Boy Scouts of America in Cincinnati.  While 
in Carbondale, he served as Historical Soci-
ety State President and as President of the 
Rotary Club and Park District, as well as a 
Director with the United Way, Society for 
Crippled Children, Educational Council of 
100 and the SIU Presidents Council.
 He had board membership with the 
following agencies in Mt. Vernon:  United 
Way, American Heart Association, Histori-
cal Society, Rotary Club, First Presbyterian 
Church, Comprehensive Services, Good 
Samaritan Regional Health Center Advis-
ers, Senior Olympics, World Affairs Forum, 
Chamber of Commerce Past President and 
Good Samaritan Hospital Auxiliary Past 
President.] 
 He and his wife, Jane, are the parents of 
three married daughters, all of whom are 
teachers at Illinois schools  –  Mrs. Edward 

Trustees meeting (December 17).
In addition to his duties as Director of the 

Center for Business and Community Servic-
es the past five years and RLC Foundation 
Director the past 3 1/2 years.  Carlock has 
been Interim Dean since July 1.  He replaced 
Ron Appuhn.

Carlock teaches classes and gives fre-
quent seminars on a variety of manage-
ment- and marketing-related topics as head 
of the Center for Business and Community 
Services and Small Business Development  
Center (SBDC).

Under his (part-time) direction, the RLC 
Foundation has increased its net base assets 
from $38,000 to $158,000 the last three years.

He is very active in numerous organiza-
tions, including serving on the Executive 
Board of the Jefferson County Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of both the Jeffer-
son and Franklin County Chambers of Com-
merce.  He also is a board member of the 
Southtown Development Corporation and 
the Jefferson County Chamber Small Busi-
ness Council, Chairs the Jefferson County 
Certified Cities Program and is a participant 
in the Illinois Community College Board 
Economic Development Association.

Carlock, 44, earned his MBA Degree, 
with an emphasis in Marketing and Finance, 
from Eastern Illinois University in 1970.  His 
Bachelor’s Degree likewise is from EIU.

Prior to coming to RLC, he was an As-
sistant Professor of Business and Chairman 
of the Business and Social Science Division 
for Tarkio (MO) College.

He was an Adjunct Instructor at McKend-
ree College in Lebanon between 1978-83 and 
before that was part-owner and manager of 
Carlock Distributing Co., a wholesale firm 
in Hillsboro specializing in perishable foods 
for retail grocers.                   

KENNETH R. MILLER Â
Veteran fund-raiser boasts 25 years
in executive positions for foundations
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE NOVEMBER 20, 1984

Kenneth R. Miller has been appointed to 
a part-time position as Director of Resource 
Development and Community Relations for 
Rend Lake College, effective January 2, 1985, 
according to an announcement Tuesday 
night (November 20) by college officials.

Miller will succeed Charles Fink, who has 
served in a similar capacity since February 
1983.  Miller will receive an annual salary of 
$4,872 and will have use of an automobile 
leased by the Rend Lake College Foundation.

Robert P. Carlock
R.L.C. FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

 -  - 

Winemiller (cont.)
the RLC Foundation went 
from approximately $100,000 
to $2 million.  “That is quite 
an accomplishment in 4 1/2 
years,” said Kern, who admit-
ted to having mixed emotions, 
because “we’ve developed 
quite a friendship.”
Winemiller, in turn, indicated, 
“Mark has been a great asset 
to me as well as the college.  I 
hope the college where I am 
going has a President who 
cares as much about me and 
the college as Mark.”
Chair Doug Leeck also pre-
sented Winemiller a plaque “for 
his dedicated support of the 
AAA Department.”   But he also 
noted Winemiller “had cost me 
more than anybody else at the 
college in recent years.”
“It is a tribute to you that so 
many of the (Foundation) 
Board members are here,” 
added RLC Foundation Presi-
dent Hunt Bonan.  “You have 
been a pleasure for the Board 
members to work with.”
Winemiller was joined by his 
wife, Gwyn.  They left the fol-
lowing day for Florida, where 
both daughters have attended 
college and resided the last 
few years.  His parents reside 
in Florida about half the year.
Before his departure, Herb said 
to be sure to “Thank everyone.”
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Kenneth R. Miller
R.L.C.F. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

 -  - 

Each donation important
in providing opportunities
DIRECTOR’S LETTER JULY 31, 1998

To the RLCF Board / Friends:
s last s al ea ,  st as

Executive Director, many ma-
jor achievements have been 
made by the Foundation. I want 
to thank you for your support.
. . . Because of the Rend Lake 
College Foundation Board 
Members, key community 
leaders and college staff 
and faculty, goals have been 
reached.  Buildings have 
been built.  Major gifts and 
endowments have grown sig-

a tl    t e st t e, 
young mothers can bring their 
children to the RLC Founda-
tion Children’s Center.  The 

at  as ts st a  
opportunity of a facility.
The Foundation has worked 
hard to meet the goals and re-
source needs of the college . . .
Student goals and dreams are 
being made possible through 
community college education.  
Each and every donation has 
played an important role in 
providing opportunities to Rend 
Lake College students.  Again, I 
applaud the efforts of everyone 
who made this past year one 
to remember.  The past year is 
proof a difference can be made.
Sincerely, Pat Mitchell
RLCF Executive Director

(Gail) Spila of Chicago, Mrs. Jerry (Janis) 
Crews of Murphysboro and Mrs. Pat (Mar-
cia) Schmalenberger of Carbondale.  They 
have six grandchildren.   
 The Millers reside in Mt. Vernon.
REND LAKE COLLEGE NEWS RELEASE FEBRUARY 15, 1988

 Kenneth R. Miller, Director of Resource 
Development and Public Relations for RLC 
since 1985 and the Executive Director of the 
RLC Foundation, will retire in June.
 Miller, who will be 73 later that month, 
is stepping down to spend more time with 
his family and will continue serving as a 
volunteer worker for seven local agencies 
in the Mt. Vernon area.
 “I’m hoping the third time is the charm,” 
said Miller, who first “retired” from his posi-
tion as Executive Director of the Southern 
Illinois University Foundation and Admin-
istrative Assistant to SIU-Carbondale Presi-
dent D.W. Morris in 1973, after 15 years.  In 
1984, he “retired” again following an 11-year 
tenure as Executive Director of the Mitchell 
Museum in Mt. Vernon.
 He was coaxed out of retirement in Janu-
ary 1985 to accept the part-time position as 
Rend Lake College’s public relations ambas-
sador and fund-raiser.
 Miller informed the RLC Foundation 
Board of Directors last month of his inten-
tions to resign, effective June 20.
 Prior to accepting the position he cur-
rently holds, Miller served as a member of 
the RLC Foundation Board for two years.
 “When we first talked to Ken Miller 
about the possibility of him coming to Rend 
Lake College as Director of Resource Devel-
opment and Public Relations, we knew he 
had all the desirable characteristics for the 
position.  He had experience as an educator, 
fund-raiser and foundation director, and he 
had experience in community relations, in 
addition to all of the other attributes you 
would hope for in an individual,” noted Dr. 
Harry Braun, Rend Lake College President.
 “Ken has proven his abilities in each of 
those areas.  He has provided outstanding 
leadership to the Foundation and has been a 
valuable asset to Rend Lake College.  He and 
his wife, Jane, have represented our college 
well.  We will certainly miss him and wish 
he and Jane the very best.”
 The Foundation, a not-for-profit orga-
nization established to help advance the 
educational, scientific and cultural purposes 
of RLC, has thrived under Miller’s direction.
 It has increased financial support for the 
college.  “That’s the No. 1 accomplishment,” 

according to Miller, “and we have managed 
to secure a number of scholarships through 
area companies and individuals for the ben-
efit of students.”  In addition, an endowment 
fund has been created and expanded under 
his guidance.
 “I feel the Foundation also has assisted 
with the favorable image of the college 
area-wide,” Miller commented.  “We’ve ac-
complished this through visits with many 
individuals, businesses and industries 
within the district and by conducting special 
projects , such as Rend Lake College Day at 
the Mall.  I.e., we’ve tried to take the college 
to the people.”
 The RLC Foundation Annual Dinner 
meeting was expanded under Miller and 
now features a noteworthy guest speaker 
and the recipient of the organization’s “Out-
standing Alumnus Award.”
 Miller succeeded another veteran fund-
raiser, Charlie Fink of Centralia, as the col-
lege’s Resource Development Director.  Dr. 
John Homan Jr. was the first person to direct 
resource development for the college after 
the RLC Foundation was revitalized in 1979.
 “I must say that I have thoroughly en-
joyed my association with the students, fac-
ulty and staff;  I would have to put that No. 
1.  They are a great bunch of people,” Miller 
said.  “I’ve also enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with Dr. Harry Braun and members 
of the Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
of Directors, and I’ve enjoyed getting out in 
the communities we serve and meeting with 
the leaders there.”
 • Miller returned to his role as a member 
of the RLC Foundation Board of Directors, 
serving his second term from 1988-90.
 He remained active in the community 
until he died January 10, 1999, at age 83.  
He was preceded in death by his wife of 59 
years, Jane, in 1996.
 [Miller died two years to the day after 
his RLCF predecessor, Charles Fink.]                             

CHARLES W. FINK Â
Fund-raising specialist as consultant
warning: slow process of cultivation
REND LAKE COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT 1982-83

 Veteran fund-raiser Charles W. Fink was 
hired by Rend Lake College as Director of 
Resource Development in January 1983.  
 In his capacity as the college’s part-time 
Resource Development Director, Fink works 
closely with the RLC Foundation in an at-
tempt to raise money for student scholar-
ships and various other college projects 
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through external sources.  The position 
carries with it an annual salary of $9,000.

Fink is a Centralia resident who has spent 
the past 10 years as a private consultant  
specializing in fund-raising.  Prior to that, 
he served as a Senior Counsel and Board 
Member for the Chicago-based American 
City Bureau/Beaver Associates for nearly 
20 years, until his retirement in 1972.  

He also has been an Executive Director/
Vice President for Chambers of Commerce 
in  Frankfort, KY, Annawan and Kewanee.  
In addition, he served as Superintendent of 
Schools in the Washburn area.

Retirement perhaps is not the correct 
word, because he continued working for 
Beaver Associates as an independent con-
tractor in fund-raising for several years and 
has traveled extensively throughout the 
United States in that capacity.

A native of Greenville, Fink and his wife 
moved from Florida to be nearer family in 
Southern Illinois.

Fink earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Edu-
cation from the University of Illinois and 
also boasts a diploma from Northwestern 
University National Institute for Commer-
cial and Trade Organization Executives. 

“This has got to be a slow-moving pro-
cess.  It is going to be a process of cultivation 
more than anything else,” commented Fink, 
who succeeds Dr. John Homan Jr.

• The RLC Foundation “has made sig-
nificant gains the past two years under Mr. 
Fink’s leadership,” commented Dr. Harry 
J. Braun, College President, at the time of 
Fink’s departure.  “During that time, the 
Foundation has established annual fund-
raising efforts in different communities 
within the district which have resulted in 
considerable citizen support and involve-
ment with the Foundation.”

Fink died January 10, 1997, at the age of 
89 in Centralia.  He was survived by his wife, 
Joyce, a daughter and two stepchildren.                  

Dr. JOHN HOMAN JR. Â
First RLCF Chief organizes auction,
starts Golf Open, brings I-57 signage
REND LAKE COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT OCTOBER 1981

Formerly a visiting Assistant Professor 
and Lecturer in English at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale, Dr. John Homan Jr. 
was named Rend Lake College Director of 
Resource Development, a part-time posi-
tion, in August 1981.

Part of his duties in that capacity will be 
to work with the RLC Foundation.

Homan spent the previous year as an 
instructor and tutor in the Rend Lake Col-
lege Developmental Skills Center and will 
continue in that role on a part-time basis.

                

During his time with the RLC Founda-
tion, Homan was responsible for organizing 
the first-ever auction of items and services 
donated by area retail merchants, business 
firms, artists, craft people and homemakers, 
which netted over $3,300 for student schol-
arships on April 17, 1982.  [However, RLCF 
member Kenneth R. Miller, Executive Vice 
President of the Mitchell Art Museum, was 
credited with being the “brains and primary 
mover” behind the one-day blitz auction.]

Thirty-four golfers took part in the first 
RLC Foundation Open Tournament October 
4, 1981 at the Rend Lake Golf Course. 

A third major accomplishment during 
this time was the realization of a college sign 
near Interstate 57 to identify the Ina campus  
for travelers.

Homan was replaced by a more expe-
rienced fund-raiser, Charles W. Fink, in 
January 1983, but was a mainstay on the RLC 
campus until his retirement in 1998.  The 
majority of that time was spent in the class-
room as an English Instructor and as Arts and 
Communications Department Chair.
 A former amateur boxer, Homan was 
remembered during his retirement party by 
the man he succeeded as Department Chair, 
RLC Vice President Dr. Stephen Tietz, as a 
longtime softball teammate, not to be con-
fused with the one they called “Mad Dog.”

Manager Tietz especially loved to put 
Homan in the batting order one spot ahead 
of “Mad Dog,” just so he could “see the 
whites of John’s eyes” as he rounded the 
bases with his maniacal mate in close pur-
suit.  “John was a (great) line-drive hitter,” 
added the player-coach.
 “He loves teaching,” Tietz turned serious 
in his admiration for Homan, “and he loves 
literature.  He loved it (literature) more than 
I was ever able to.  Because of that, I always 
knew  –  even when he was the teacher and I 
was the chairman  –  he was the better man.”

President Mark S. Kern added a sidenote 
to the reflections on Homan.

“I have had four children attend Rend 
Lake College, and all of them feel they got 
an outstanding education,” he commented.

“Eric, who had Homan for two classes, 
says he is the best teacher he ever had.” 

Charles W. Fink
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

 -  - 

Rewarding the ‘majors’...
Bronze, Silver and Gold
R.L.C.F. BOARD MINUTES APRIL 7, 1998

Pat Mitchell announced a new 
Foundation incentive award 
will be given only to major 
donors.  The Bronze Seal is for 
donors who whose donations 
total between $10,000 and 
$25,000.  The Silver Seal is 
for donors whose donations 
total $25,000 to $50,000.  The 
Gold Seal award is for donors 
whose donations total $50,000 
or more.
She added the seals were 
created by the SIU-C Art 
Department.  Each award 
is hand-made from a mold.  
She indicated she felt this 
was an excellent way for the 
Foundation to honor the major 
donors.

Dr. John Homan Jr.
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR



  RLCF GOLF OPEN DEBUTS WITH 34
Thirty-four participants enjoyed the 

inaugural RLC Foundation Open Golf 
Tournament Sunday, October 4, at Rend 
Lake Golf Course in Whittington.

The fund-raising affair also proved to 
be a friend-raising and fun-raising event 
as Waterloo golfer Larry Wilson claimed 
Championship Flight honors.  Other 
winners included Les Palmer of Herrin 
in “A” Flight, Rend Lake College Board 
of Trustees Chairman Joe McClure Jr. of 
Mt. Vernon, “B” Flight, and RLC Warrior/
Lady Warrior team physician, Dr. C.K. 
Wells of Mt. Vernon, “C” Flight. /October ’81

  GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ’81-82
Goals and Objectives for 1981-82 were 

set forth at the November 9 meeting . . . 
1) To help recruit students (underwrite 

the cost of five restricted one-year scholar-
ships for freshmen and one for a returning 
sophomore).

2) To develop sources of funding from 
major businesses and industries (at least 
six should be contacted).

3) To encourage district clubs, busi-
nesses and individuals to contribute 
restricted and nonrestricted gifts (contact 
for monies for scholarships and awards, 
also volunteers and workers with ideas 
and energy).

4) To undertake an annual giving cam-
paign (directed toward members, staff, 
students, alumni and others).

5) To recognize meritorious efforts of 
an outstanding faculty and staff member 
(including the cost of attending a profes-
sional meeting).

6) To sponsor, coordinate and manage  a 
special fund-raising event  –  Annual Din-
ner September 14, 1981;  Golf Tournament 
October 4, 1981;  Auction April 17, 1982.   
/ November ’81

  PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL 
A Foundation President’s Council was 

assembled to assist the Director and the 
Foundation itself by giving of partici-
pants’ “work, wisdom or wealth.”  

Present were Rich Sachoff, Dr. Curt 
Parker, Robert Kirkpatrick, Bruno Ro-
mani, Mr. and Mrs. Hunt Bonan, Mrs. 
Frank Zackman, Chelsea Erkman and 
Mrs. Clifton Caldwell. /December ’81 

  AUCTION NETS $3,300
Former Southern Illinois Congressman 

Kenneth Gray of West Frankfort returned 
from his retirement home in Florida to 
serve as the auctioneer for the first RLC 
Foundation Auction Saturday, April 17, in 
the RLC Gymnasium.

The blitz auction  –  the brainchild of 

RLCF member Kenneth Miller, Executive 
Vice President of the Mitchell Art Museum 
in Mt. Vernon  –  offered items and services 
donated by area retail merchants, business 
firms, artists, crafts people and homemak-
ers.  It netted over $3,300 to be used on 
student scholarships.

Among the most unique items donated 
were a 31-carat topaz from gem collectors 
John and Paul Shannon, brothers who 
are Rend Lake College students;  baked 
cookies from the American Association 
of Retired People (AARP), and a home-
cooked dinner with RLC President Harry 
J. Braun and his wife, Alna.  / April ’82

1982-83
  HALLS CONTRIBUTE TO COLLECTION
Instructor Eleanor Hall and her hus-

band, Bill, were recognized at the Third 
Annual RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  
for their efforts in behalf of the Jerry El-
liston Memorial collection of pioneer and 
Indian artifacts, currently on display in the 
Learning Resource Center.

Eleanor Hall has spearheaded collection 
efforts since the donation of books and 
artifacts by Margie Elliston.  The Halls also 
donated some of the cabinetry in which 
the Elliston collection is displayed in LRC 
203;  Bill was responsible for making some 
of those cabinets.  / November ’82

  SESSER HOMECOMING ASSOCIATION
Stage lighting to be used in the Rend 

Lake College Theatre was donated recent-
ly by the Sesser Homecoming Association.  
RLC Drama Instructor Joe Rust accepted 
the gift on behalf of college officials from 
Randall Crocker, Chairman of the Rend 
Lake Days celebration sponsored by the 
Homecoming Association, and Board 
member Everett Thompson, who also is a 
member of the Rend Lake College Board.

A catwalk installed last year in the RLC 
Theatre made it possible for the college to 
utilize the lighting system, which was ob-
tained in 1976 for use in the Sesser Opera 
House but was never installed because the 
overall project was temporarily dropped.

“We are most grateful for this gift, be-
cause it makes it possible for us to obtain 
very badly needed lighting for our Theatre 
which we would be unable to purchase at 
this time with our current budget,” said 
Dr. Harry J. Braun, RLC President.

“Although the Sesser group is not able 
to use the lighting in its opera house, I 
want to assure the people of Sesser they 
will be used in a community-oriented 
theatre.  Our Theatre is their theatre, too.  
We are very appreciative.”  / November ’82

REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION HIGHLIGHTS 
Special Events, Accomplishments and Recognitions  /  Annual Meeting Years-in-Review 
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1966
  FOUNDATION INCORPORATED IN 1966
The Rend Lake College Foundation was 

incorporated by the State of Illinois in 1966 
to advance the educational, scientific and 
cultural purposes of Rend Lake College.

However, it remained inactive until 
1979, when amendments to the original 
Articles of Incorporation were adopted 
and Officers and a Board of Directors 
elected . . .
1979-80

  FOUNDATION REACTIVATED
The not-for-profit RLC Foundation is 

reactivated to help promote and main-
tain educational, scientific and cultural 
endeavors on behalf of Rend Lake Col-
lege.  Its members are charitable men and 
women who contribute their time, talents 
and energies in support of Rend Lake Col-
lege and its students.

The RLC Foundation provides a finan-
cial structure for soliciting, holding and 
administering privately donated funds 
and gifts for the benefit of the college.  
/ October ’79 
1980-81

  STATE BANK OF WHITTINGTON
The State Bank of Whittington became 

one of the early contributors to the Rend 
Lake College Foundation when President 
Steve Swinney presented a check to Dr. 
Harry J. Braun, RLC President.

Most donations the first year have been 
used toward student scholarships. /August ’80

  ANTIQUE ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT
Suzanne Pfeiffer and her brother, Dr. 

Guy O. Pfeiffer, both former residents of 
Herrin now living in Mattoon, recently 
donated several pieces of engineering 
equipment and old blueprint drawings 
and maps to Rend Lake College through 
the RLC Foundation.  The equipment 
was used between 1918 and 1950 by their 
father, Guy N. Pfeiffer, a civil and mining 
engineer who served as Head Engineer for 
several years with Franklin County Coal 
Corporation.

Vocational-Technical Dean Carroll 
Turner represented Rend Lake College 
in accepting the gifts, which include a 
large drawing protractor, two wooden 
blueprint developing frames which are 
covered with glass and rely on the sun 
for exposures, a metal washing tray and 
wooden reels used to mark a person’s path 
into mines.  One blueprint is dated 1905.  
/ May ’81

1981-82



possible by a grant from Southern Illinois 
Arts Agency) . . .  Served as a co-sponsor 
of the World Affairs Forum of Mt. Vernon.  
The theme was USA-Poland Friendship 
Week October 18-26.  On October 26, the 
Foundation sponsored a Polish Music 
Festival and an Arts and Crafts Auction 
in the College Gymnasium . . .

Prepared and submitted an application 
for a grant from the Illinois Elks Associa-
tion to establish a Nursing Scholarship 
at Rend Lake College . . . Received two 
Scholarship Awards from the Christopher 
Lions Club . . . Received a $2,000 grant 
from Evelyn Claxton of Benton to estab-
lish an Art Award . . . Continued with 
Alumni recognition mailings and Alumni 
contacts . . . Purchased a new plaque list-
ing the names of the five recipients of the 
Annual Alumnus Award;  it is on display 
in the Learning Resource Center . . .

Sponsored the Sixth Annual Golf Tour-
nament at the Rend Lake Conservancy 
District Golf Course;  net proceeds were 
earmarked for student scholarships . . . Es-
tablished an Annual Fund program for the 
Foundation . . . Foundation staff presented 
numerous programs and talks to many 
civic and luncheon clubs throughout the 
college district . . . Developed a Memo-
rial Gifts Program in cooperation with 
area funeral homes . . . Participated in the 
planning of activities and special events 
to observe the 20th Anniversary (1987) for 
Rend Lake College . . . Presented special 
paper weight awards to major donors and 
friends of the college . . . 

Dinner Speaker for the 1986 Annual 
Meeting was Robert P. Bryant, Vice Chair-
man of Carson Pirie Scott & Company 
and Chief Executive Officer for the Food 
Service and Lodging Group.

 A Look Ahead  –  
 “As we approach the 20th Anniversary 
observance of Rend Lake College in 1987, 
it may be timely to review the progress 
made by the College Foundation and 
project its course for the future.
 “The Rend Lake College Foundation 
was incorporated by the State of Illinois 
in 1966.
 “Thirteen years later in 1979, under 
the leadership of President Harry Braun, 
amendments to the original Articles of 
Incorporation were adopted and Officers 
and a Board of Directors was elected.
 “From 1979 to and including 1986, the 
Foundation has operated with leadership 
from a part-time staff of two persons  –  an 
Executive Director and a student secretary.
 “The Foundation has expanded its 
service role to the college, has laid the 
groundwork for a comprehensive Devel-
opment and Fund-Raising program and 
has projected the Foundation as a positive 
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lished a College Library Book Fund with 
a grant from the Mt. Vernon Woman’s 
Club . . . Received donations from others 
such as a collection of books on Life and 
Health Insurance from the South Central 
Life Underwriters and book review-
ers . . . Secured grants from the Illinois 
Arts Council and Southern Illinois Arts 
Agency . . . Co-sponsored several cultural 
events  in the college Theatre, and also 
co-sponsored the Annual Southern Illinois 
Story Writing Contest . . . Presented the 
Wayne Fitzgerrell Memorial Scholarship, 
which is administered by the Founda-
tion, to Andrew Tennyson of Mt. Vernon 
. . . Established the Judge Roy O. Gulley 
Scholarship in Legal Studies.  [Judge 
Gulley was the featured speaker for the 
evening’s festivities.] . . .

 The Foundation Raised Funds for 
These Projects by  –  Conducting a Com-
munity Public Support Campaign in 
Benton June 5-24 and exceeded its goal 
of $12,000 . . . Follow-up drives in other 
communities in the college district, where 
drives had previously been conducted
. . . The Fifth Annual Foundation Benefit 
Golf Tournament was held at the Rend 
Lake Golf Course on June 27 . . . The 
Christopher Lions Club presented a grant 
to the Foundation for two scholarships for 
students from Christopher High School . . .

1985-86
  ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM

 Foundation Highlights for 1985-86 
Elected three new Board Members  

–  Mary Roe of Pinckneyville, Donald E. 
York of McLeansboro and Larry E. Foster 
of Benton . . . Rotated monthly Board 
Meetings to different communities, in-
cluding Mt. Vernon, Ewing, Pinckneyville, 
Woodlawn, Sesser, Rend Lake and Whit-
tington . . . Conducted a successful Fund 
Campaign in Pinckneyville . . .  Secured 
additional funds for the Judge Roy O. Gul-
ley Scholarship Fund in Legal Studies . . .

Presented the following awards and 
scholarships  –  Wayne Fitzgerrell Schol-
arship;  Foundation Scholarship;  Presi-
dent’s Student Scholarships amounting 
to $11,600;  Community Service Award;  
Outstanding Staff Award;  Outstanding 
Faculty Award;  selection of the Alumnus 
Award-winner . . .

Developed a computer program which 
will record all pertinent Foundation data 
for current and future reference . . . Rend 
Lake College Day at the Times Square 
Mall Shopping Center in Mt. Vernon . . . 
Sponsored a noon concert in the College 
Theatre by German pianist Wolfram Lo-
renzen . . . Sponsored a one-man presenta-
tion on Mark Twain by Dr. Loren Taylor 
of SIUC for area school children (made 

  ANNUAL DINNER DATE SET
Determined Annual Meetings will 

remain the second Monday in November 
in order to coincide with the Rend Lake 
Civic Symphony’s performance. /March ’83

1983-84
  SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT PERFECT
Directors were informed Renee Herten-

stein, recipient of the 1983 RLC Founda-
tion Returning Sophomore Scholarship, 
had scored a perfect 100 percent on her 
State Board Nursing Exams. / February ’84

1984-85

  MARMADUKE MAKES HER BID
Southern Illinois Celebrity Virginia 

Marmaduke agrees to co-chair the Foun-
dation Auction. / September ’84

  KEN MILLER HIRED
When Kenneth R. Miller was hired No-

vember 20, by the RLC Board of Trustees 
as part-time Director of Resource Devel-
opment and Community Relations, effec-
tive January 4, 1985, it was announced the 
Rend Lake College Foundation boasted 
assets of $26,889. / November ’84

  ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
 Foundation Highlights for 1984-85 

Reorganization and new location in the
Administration Building for the Founda-
tion Office . . . Elected five new Board 
Members . . . Board Meetings of the 
Foundation have been rotated to several 
different communities . . . (Goal) Increase 
attendance at the Annual Meeting . . .

 Made the Foundation More Visible 
to the Public  –  Rend Lake College Day 
at the Times Square Mall in Mt. Vernon on 
April 20 . . . Foundation Staff completed a 
new brochure containing all of the Schol-
arships and Awards available from the 
Foundation and established guidelines 
for them . . . A directory entitled “Meet 
the Foundation Board and Staff” was com-
piled and printed for general distribution 
. . . Foundation Staff and Board Members 
participate in the Annual World Affairs 
Forum, Senior Olympics and United Way 
efforts in their own communities.  The 
World Affairs Forum brought outstand-
ing political and artistic leaders to the 
college campus . . . On August 24, the 
Foundation sponsored a College Float in 
the Sweetcorn and Watermelon Festival 
Parade held in Mt. Vernon . . . Several edu-
cational programs have been presented to 
local civic clubs and organizations in the 
college district . . .

 Assisted College in Meeting Its 
Needs  –  The Foundation . . .  Purchased 
three Apple Computers for college and 
faculty use . . . Approved the awarding 
of 12 President’s Scholarships . . . Estab-



public relations arm of the college in the 
communities that comprise the college 
district.

“Efforts should be made in the coming 
year to complete the computerization of 
Foundation records, to broaden the fund-
raising base, search for ways to implement 
full-time staff members for the Founda-
tion and to secure additional friends and 
donors  for the college.

“The Foundation has made consid-
erable progress in the 20 years of its 
existence (1966-1986), but in reality, it is 
just beginning to make an impact and to 
realize its full potential.”  

   –  Kenneth R. Miller

  EXERCISE EQUIPMENT LOAN
Dean of Instruction Mark S. Kern pre-

sented a proposal to the RLCF Board for 
the acquisition of exercise equipment, 
with the Foundation borrowing the 
money from a local institution and leasing 
the equipment to the college at a lease rate 
sufficient to pay off the loan.  Directors 
approved, up to $50,000. / February ’86

1986-87

  MILLER ICCCA RESOURCE TREASURER
Foundation staff participated in the 

Annual Conference of the Illinois Council 
of Community College Administrators 
November 20-21.  A new Resource Devel-
opment Commission was organized and 
RLC’s Ken Miller was elected Treasurer 
for 1986-87. / November ’86

  20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
A 20th Anniversary celebration was 

made part of the RLC Foundation Annual 
Dinner. / December ’86

  ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
 Foundation Highlights for 1986-87 

Rotated bimonthly meetings to different 
communities in the college district, includ-
ing Mt. Vernon, Rend Lake (Whittington), 
Ina, Sesser, Ewing and Benton . . . Ar-
ranged for and coordinated another suc-
cessful Rend Lake College Day at Times 
Square Mall in Mt. Vernon . . . Sponsored 
a series of cultural programs in the The-
atre for area school children.  A grant for 
this series was secured from the Southern 
Illinois Arts Agency in Carbondale . . . As-
sisted in the development and expansion 
of the Southern Illinois History Museum 
on-campus . . .

Served as a co-sponsor of the 1987 
World Affairs Forum which featured U.S.-
Korea Friendship Week October 17-24 . . . 
Received two scholarship awards from the 
Christopher Lions Club . . . Secured addi-
tional funds for the Judge Roy O. Gulley 
Scholarship Fund . . . Secured additional 
funds for the Foundation Endowment 

Fund . . . Continued with Alumni recogni-
tion mailings and contacts . . .

Participated in the newly formed Re-
source Development Commission of the 
Illinois Council of Community College 
Administrators.  Served on a special task 
force which produced a printed report 
entitled, “State Funding to Two-Year Col-
leges / 1987” . . . Participated in a two-day 
conference September 17-18 in Springfield 
sponsored by the IRDC . . . Planned and 
implemented the first-ever Annual Fund 
Drive for the college during the month of 
October in four areas  –  Mt. Vernon, Ben-
ton, Sesser-Valier and McLeansboro . . . 
Continued to develop computer programs 
for Foundation use . . .

Sponsored the Seventh Annual Golf 
Tournament at the Rend Lake  Conser-
vancy District Golf Course.  Net proceeds 
amounting to $1,200 earmarked for 
student scholarships and the Founda-
tion Endowment Fund . . . Foundation 
staff presented numerous programs and 
talks to many schools, civic and luncheon 
clubs throughout the college district . . . 
Participated in several special events 
observing the 20th Anniversary of the 
college, including the dedication of the 
Brent Kington Sculpture installed in front 
of the Student Center . . . A grant in the 
amount of $657 was received from the Il-
linois Arts Council June 5, 1987, to assist 
with college cultural programs . . . Secured 
Mrs. Paul (Jeanne) Simon as the Annual 
Dinner speaker on November 2, 1987.    

  Presented the following awards and 
scholarships . . .  

Wayne Fitzgerrell Scholarship  –  
    Christopher Collins
Foundation Scholarship  –  
    Lois June Wilkin
President’s Scholarships totaling $11,600
Community Service Award  –
    General Tire Company
Outstanding Staff Award – Sherry Somers
Outstanding Faculty Award – Sarah Capps
Evelyn Claxton Art Award –  Alma Lohrum
Mel Farlow Memorial Scholarship  –
    Debra Biggerstaff
Merit Scholarships  –  Sherry Aydt,
    Lenise Hodge, Elsie Nadolski,
    Troy Hart and Joyce Ford
Judge Roy O. Gulley Scholarship  –
    Chris F. Deichman

 Dr. Mary Bengtson / 1987 Alumna of 
the Year  –  The former Mary Kay Witges 
of Scheller, after graduating from Wal-
tonville High School and RLC (Class of 
’71), received her Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Microbiology from Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale in 1973 and her 
Doctor of Medicine Degree as a member 
of the SIU School of Medicine, Spring-

field, Charter Class in 1976.  She did her 
Residency in Family Practice at Deacon-
ess Hospital in Evansville, IN, 1976-79, 
and received her original certification/
diploma, 1979-86, from the American 
Board of Family Practice . . .

Her five 26.2-mile marathons, two tri-
athlons and more than 40 other road races 
include the New York City Marathon, 
America’s Marathon (Chicago), Marine 
Corps Marathon (Washington D.C.) and 
the Stockholm Marathon.  Both Mary Kay 
and her husband, Dr. Neal Bengtson, com-
peted in the Sweden event while on their 
honeymoon.  She also finished first in her 
age group in the 1982 Midwest Triathlon 
(one-mile swim, 40-mile bike ride, 9.3-mile 
run) in West Lafayette, IN . . .    

 Jeanne Hurley Simon / Dinner 
Speaker  –  Jeanne Hurley of Wilmette was 
elected to the Illinois House in 1956 to rep-
resent the district that includes Evanston, 
Wilmette, Winnetka and Glencoe.  She 
won re-election two years later.

It was there she met Paul Simon, a rep-
resentative from Troy in Southern Illinois.  
They married April 21, 1960, becoming the 
first husband-wife team in Illinois General 
Assembly history.  The Simons have two 
children  –  Sheila, 26, and Martin, 23.

An attorney, she began her career as a 
Cook County Assistant State’s Attorney.  
She is a graduate of Barat College and 
Northwestern University Law School.

Jeanne Simon has been active helping 
her husband in his campaigns for the Leg-
islature, Lieutenant Governor, Congress, 
Senate and now the Democratic nomina-
tion for President.

She was appointed as a member of the 
Advisory Council to the White House 
Conference on Libraries in 1979 and 
served as a legislative analyst for the 
National Advisory Council on Women’s 
Educational Programs.  In 1983, Illinois 
Attorney General Neil Hartigan appoint-
ed her his Washington Representative for 
Governmental Relations.  

The Simons maintain a home in Makan-
da, near Carbondale, and reside in Wash-
ington, D.C. when Congress is in session.   

  CO-DIRECTORS ELECTED?
Bob Carlock and Bob Ross were elected 

as the new co-Directors of the RLC Foun-
dation at the June 7 Board of Directors 
Meeting. [Editor’s Note: There did not 
appear to be any later mention in RLCF 
Board minutes why Ross did not function 
in that capacity.] / June ’88

1988-89   
  MEMBERSHIP INCREASED
Decision made to increase RLCF Board 

membership to 20. / September ’88
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  ACCOMPLISHMENTS . . .
 Planned and implemented an An-

nual Fund Drive for the college during 
Fall 1989 in the communities of Benton, 
Mt. Vernon, Sesser, Valier, Royalton, 
McLeansboro, Christopher, Pinckneyville 
and Wayne City.

 A grant for $1,000 was received from 
the Illinois Arts Council to assist with 
cultural programs for the college.

 Sponsored the Annual RLC Board-
Faculty-Staff Dinner.

 Participated in the 1988 National 
Resource Development Council Confer-
ence in December in Washington, D.C.

 Presented numerous programs and 
talks to schools, civic organizations and 
luncheon clubs throughout the district.

 Contributed $5,000 to the college to 
assist in the purchase of a newly installed 
satellite telecommunications system.

 Contributed $4,000 to the college for 
a new micro-computer.

 Supported a feasibility study for the 
proposed day care facility on-campus and 
pledged $5,000 a year for its first five years 
of operation.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Enjoyed hosting the largest atten-

dance in the history of the RLC Founda-
tion Annual Dinner  –  191 people in 1988.

 Arranged for and coordinated Rend 
Lake College Day at Times Square Mall in 
Mt. Vernon.  

 Served as co-sponsor of the 1989 
World Affairs Forum which featured U.S.-
Greece cultural exchange. 

 Sponsored the Ninth Annual RLC 
Foundation Open Golf Tournament.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Received an $8,000 endowed schol-

arship contribution from Robert and Rose 
Rice of Benton.

 Added $25,000 to the Foundation 
Endowment Fund.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS / GRANTS . . .
 Received payroll deduction pledges 

for approximately $10,000 from RLC fac-
ulty and staff.

1989-90
  MEMBERSHIP INCREASED
Decision made to complete RLCF Board 

membership with no fewer than 20, no 
more than 40. / September ’88

  HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Raised over $70,000 during the an-

nual campaign.
 Provided over $50,000 in student 

scholarships.
 Hosted the Meridian Arts Ensemble 

Quintet for a crowd of 350.
 Presented the Woody Herman Or-

chestra to an audience of 120 appreciative 
guests.  
  Hosted Rend Lake College Day at 
the Mall and attracted a crowd estimated 
at 750 interested area residents. 
  Presented the Community Service 
Award to ARDL, Inc. of Mt. Vernon.
  Hosted the Ninth Annual Dinner, 
which was attended by 240 friends of 
the Rend Lake College Foundation, and 
generated a profit of $2,500.
  Sponsored the 10th Annual Founda-
tion Open Golf Tournament, which was 
enjoyed by 160 players and earned a profit 
of $5,000.
  Received Endowed Scholarships 
from Dr. Leslie Johnson, Mrs. Stan Kozi-
ara, Howard Payne, Bank of Illinois, First 
Bank and Trust Company of Mt. Vernon 
and Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
  Hosted the Second Annual Scholar-
ship Dinner for student recipients and 
donors, with an attendance of 120.

1990-91
  MEMBERSHIP INCREASED
Decision made to increase RLCF Board 

membership to 25. / October ’90

  HIGHLIGHTS
 Raised over $85,000 during our an-

nual fund-raising campaign.
 Provided over $50,000 in student 

scholarships.
 Received about $45,000 in computer 

equipment from Zeigler Coal Company.
 Donated $2,000 of furniture to Rend 

Lake College.
 Presented Community Service 

Award to Tri-County Electric Cooperative. 
 The 10th Annual Dinner was held 

December 12, 1990 and welcomed 180 
friends of the RLC Foundation.

 Sponsored the 11th Annual Founda-
tion Open Golf Tournament, which was 
enjoyed by 186 players and earned a profit 
of $9,700.  ARDL, Inc. of Mt. Vernon co-
sponsored the annual outing.

 Hosted 125 individuals for the Third 
Annual Scholarship Dinner, bringing 
together donors and student recipients.

 Received Endowed Scholarships  
from Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon, First 
Bank and Trust Company in Mt. Vernon 
and Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

1991-92
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1991 . . .

 Raised over $85,000 during annual 
campaign drive.

 Provided over $50,000 in student 
scholarships.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The 11th Annual Dinner Wednesday, 

December 18, 1991 was attended by 200 
friends of the RLCF.

Musical entertainment was provided 
by Frank Braden at the piano.  Braden ap-
peared on the Arthur Godfrey Talent Scout 
Show on CBS in 1957 and at one time 
shared the ATCO recording label with Pat 
Boone;  he had a No. 1 seller in “Stormy.”  
For many years, he performed locally with 
his singing group, The Prophets Quartet.

A former elementary school teacher and 
principal, he served as Administrative 
Assistant to U.S. Congressman Kenneth J. 
Gray in Washington, D.C., during 1970-75.  

 Sponsored the 12th Annual RLC 
Foundation Open Golf Tournament, 
which earned a profit of $11,800, thanks 
to co-sponsor ARDL, Inc. on Mt. Vernon. 

 Hosted the Fourth Annual Scholar-
ship Dinner for student recipients and 
donors, with an attendance of 125.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Received an Endowed Scholarship 

from Doris Welch of Carmi.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS / GRANTS . . .
 Received over $34,000 of office furni-

ture from United Illinois Bank of Marion. 
 Donated $15,000 of computer equip-

ment to Rend Lake College. 
 Donated $5,000 for Rend Lake Col-

lege Administration Building renovation.

  EMERITUS STATUS ESTABLISHED
At its June 2 meeting, the Board estab-

lished Emeritus distinction membership 
for former Directors who have served 
nine years or more.  Membership would 
include a standing invitation to all Board 
meetings and free tickets to the Annual 
Dinner. / June ’92

1992-93
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS . . .

 Awarded the matching, two-for-one 
Federal Endowment Challenge Grant.

 Contributions and gifts totaling over 
$100,000 during the Annual Campaign.

 Assisted 70 students with scholar-
ship support.

 Acquired the services of Clements 
and Associates as consultants to conduct 
a Feasibility Study of the College Com-
munities

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The 12th Annual Dinner Thursday, 

December 3, 1992 was attended by 282 
friends of the RLCF.  First Cellular, for-
merly Contel, continued its support of 
this event.  

 Sponsored the 13th Annual RLC 
Foundation Open Golf Tournament, 
which was enjoyed by 225 players.

A special thanks to co-sponsor ARDL, 
Inc. and Rend Lake Conservancy District 
for giving the Foundation the opportunity 
to host its first 27-hole event at Rend Lake 
Golf Course. 
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 Hosted the Fifth Annual Scholarship 
Dinner for student recipients and donors, 
with an attendance of 256.

 Free Valentine Appreciation Dance 
offered by RLC Foundation, with financial 
backing from GTE, attracts crowd of 1,000 
to Benton Civic Center Saturday evening, 
February 6.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Among scholarships received:  the 

Keith Bauman Memorial Scholarship, the 
Jane Waugh Memorial Scholarship and the 
Andrea Bradley Memorial Scholarship.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Welcomed Herbert Winemiller Jr. of 

Whittington as the first full-time Direc-
tor of Resource Development.  He was 
introduced at the Annual Meeting by Past 
Executive Director Bob Carlock.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS / GRANTS . . .
 The Foundation extended a special 

thank-you to Ford Motor Company for 
its gifts of a 1992 Ford Taurus and a 1992 
F-150 to the Automotive program. 

 Special thanks to Mariah Boats, 
Country Companies, GTE and American 
Cyanamid for corporate gifts.

  LADY WASHINGTON’S RECEPTION
Dr. Allen Y. Baker returned to campus 

to donate one of his favorite pictures from 
the family collection, an engraving of 
Lady Washington’s Reception.  Baker was 
the longest-serving of the original Trustees  
–  from 1966-79  –  and still serves on the 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 
/ February ’93

1993-94
  ALUMNI AND FRIENDS ASSN.
The RLC Alumni and Friends Associa-

tion is revitalized. / August ’93

1994-95
  PAULA TATE REMEMBERED
A scholarship fund has been established 

in memory of Paula Tate, who recently 
died at age 52.  Tate was Administrative 
Assistant in the Counseling Center for 10 
years before cancer was discovered two 
months prior to her death. / December ’94

  FITZGERRELL DONATION
Sesser’s Mildred Fitzgerrell accepted a 

leadership role in the “Generations of Ex-
cellence” capital campaign, then donated 
$10,000 in addition to an endowed schol-
arship previously established. / January ’95

  CAMPAIGN TOTAL:  $1,411,888
REND LAKE COLLEGE BOARD MINUTES MARCH 28, 1995

The Board has been provided with a 
Rend Lake College Foundation invest-
ment report as of March 27, 1995.  Presi-
dent Kern reported cash raised during 
this campaign totaled $931,544, includ-

ing $500,000 from the Challenge Grant.  
He also reported total cash worth of the 
Foundation as $1,036,607.  
 The total for this campaign, cash and 
pledges, was $1,411,888.  In summary, 
Kern reported the total worth of the Foun-
dation, cash and pledges, is $1,546,951. 
/ March ’95

  R.L.C.D. CONTRIBUTES TO GOLFERS
The Rend Lake Conservancy District 

donated $7,400 to fund two golf scholar-
ships, as well as granting team member-
ships for the Warriors to the Rend Lake 
Golf Course. / April ’95

  GENERAL MOTORS DONATIONS
General Motors made a donation of 

$100,000 in “gifts”  –  new engines, trans-
missions, transfer cases and front-axle 
assemblies  –  to the Automotive program.  
Included were eight V-6 and eight V-8 
engines;  four automatic and four manual 
transmissions;  13 four-wheel drive trans-
fer cases;  one standard and two full-size 
differentials.

Earlier donations of four engines and 
two automobiles from Oldsmobile bring 
the GM total in the last fiscal year to 
$171,625. / May ’95

1995-96
  FORNEAR JOINS S.I.U. FOUNDATION
Former RLC part-time Instructor James 

R. Fornear is one of four new members 
joining the Southern Illinois University 
Foundation.  The Chairman of the Board 
and former CEO of Res-Care was ap-
pointed to a three-year term. / August ’95

  SCHOLARSHIP DINNER
Families are no longer invited to join re-

cipients at the Rend Lake College Founda-
tion Annual Scholarship Dinner . . . There 
is no longer room enough for them  due to 
the ever-increasing number of scholarship 
donors and student recipients. / October ’95

  S.I. CHILDREN’S CHOIR PERFORMS
Entertainment for the 1995 RLCF An-

nual Dinner was provided by the South-
ern Illinois Children’s Choir under the 
direction of Dr. Gary Ritcher, Assistant 
Professor in the Southern Illinois Univer-
sity-Carbondale School of Music.  The 
choir was founded in 1990 and features 
auditioned boys and girls in grades 4-8. 
/ December ’95

  KENDRICK SCHOLARSHIP
Kendrick Paper Stock Company of Mt. 

Vernon has donated money toward the es-
tablishment of the Kendrick Scholarship, a 
$2,000 award to be presented annually to a 
Mt. Vernon Township High School gradu-
ate.  Priority will be given to participants 
from the HECA Project First Class grant 
program offered by Rend Lake College.  

The recipient will be chosen by a selec-
tion committee of three individuals  –  the 
RLC Dean of Student Services and two 
others to be determined by John Kendrick.  
/ March ’96

1996-97
  PLANNED GIVING DONATION
Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth, a 10-

year RLCF Board member and frequent 
contributor, has bequeathed a portion of 
his will to Rend Lake College through a 
planned giving program. / December ’96

  STRING CHOIR ENTERTAINS
The Mt. Vernon Township High School 

Symphonic String Choir, under the capa-
ble leadership of Director Rolland Mays, 
entertained guests at the RLCF Annual 
Dinner December 12 at the Mt. Vernon 
Holiday Inn.  The select group was prepar-
ing for competition in Virginia Beach, VA. 
/ December ’96

1997-98
  GEOTHERMAL SYSTEM DONATED
Vocational education students at RLC 

will be learning the technical side of geo-
thermal heating and cooling compliments 
of Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
and WaterFurnace.

Tri-County Electric Co-op, WaterFur-
nace Midwest and WaterFurnace Inter-
national, Inc. recently donated a new, 
state-of-the-industry, geothermal system 
to Rend Lake College.

The comprehensive community col-
lege in Ina is one of only five commu-
nity colleges/vocational tech schools in 
downstate Illinois selected to receive the 
equipment donation, and the only one 
south of Mattoon.  Schools were chosen 
based on their offering of HVAC (Heating, 
Ventilation and Air Conditioning) Vo-Tech 
training courses and their commitment 
to utilize the equipment in the training 
curriculum.

Lake Land College in Mattoon, Lincoln 
Land Community College in Springfield, 
Parkland College in Champaign and Vat-
terott College in the Quincy are the other 
recipients.

As part of the Tri-County Electric Co-
operative and WaterFurnace International 
also have agreed to provide technical as-
sistance in the proper installation of the 
equipment.    / October ’97

  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1997-98 . . .
 Major gifts of $10,000 or more have 

grown from 27 to 40 donors.  Endowment 
donations increased by 21 percent.

 Jimmy J. Fulks became the college’s 
largest donor with a total contribution of 
$320,000.

 The Coyn Mateer Estate provided a 
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major donation through a planned gift.    
 Ada Whittington was remembered 

and honored through the presentation of 
her major gift award to Daughter Nancy 
Rowland at the annual Ladies Luncheon.

 Thirty-nine women attended the 
annual Ladies Luncheon.

 Groundbreaking ceremonies for the 
RLC Foundation Children’s Center took 
place April 9, 1998 and were broadcast 
over the Internet.

Funds for the much-needed project 
were obtained through Foundation 
members, Peoples National Bank and two 
major donors, Coyn Mateer and Marjorie 
Farrar.

State Bank of Whittington supported 
the Children’s Center building project 
with a low-interest loan for the pledges. 

 The RLC Board of Trustees approved 
the name, “Rend Lake College Foundation 
Children’s Center,” for the new day care 
and educational training facility.

  PROJECTS IN 1997 . . .
 Major gift awards  –  replicas of the 

official college seal  –  were created in 
bronze, silver and gold for donors starting 
at the $10,000 level.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Coyn Mateer was recognized by the 

Foundation with an honorary Memorial 
Scholarship Endowment.

 The Franklin County Medical Soci-
ety endowed a scholarship from a 30-year-
old polio vaccine account.

 Moreland/McDonald’s Annual 
Scholarship was established.

 Over 200 scholarships were awarded 
to RLC students.

 Scholarships and matching funds 
were provided for the International Club 
to assist with travel to London in May.

 Endowments were started in mem-
ory of Doug Leeck and Venita Brinkley.

 Annual scholarships were estab-
lished in memory of Kenneth Eubanks, 
Will Gilbreath, Faye Mitchell and Good 
Samaritan Regional Health Center Physi-
cians.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Musical entertainment for the RLCF 

Annual Dinner December 11 was shared 
by the Mt. Vernon Township High School 
Symphonic String Choir and Vocalist Ju-
lie Wilkerson, Rend Lake College Music 
Instructor since Spring Semester and the 
wife of Ag Instructor Terry Wilkerson.

Attendance at the 1997 Annual Dinner 
was announced at 400.  First Cellular of 
Southern Illinois co-sponsored the event. 
/ December ’97 
  Nations Bank co-sponsored the 
Valentine Night of Entertainment, with 
attendance of 800-plus.

  The Annual Scholarship Dinner, in-
tended to pair donors and recipients, was 
attended by approximately 200 people.
  Sam Mateer, Mt. Vernon business-
man, received the 1997 RLCF Presidential 
Award.  John Winninger was recipient of 
a “Special Recognition Award.”

  DESIGNATED GIFTS / GRANTS . . .
 Bank of Illinois and Infinite Access, 

both of Mt. Vernon, donated exercise 
equipment for wheelchair-bound students 
utilizing the RLC Fitness Center in the 
Good Samaritan Regional Health Center. 

 A donation of approximately 10,000 
feet of fiberoptics cable, valued at an 
estimated $4,000, will enable the college 
to complete  the computer network on-
campus.  The gift is from Mike Brooks, 
Owner/Operator of M.B. Electric in Mur-
physboro. / February ’98

  COYN MATEER DIES
Mt. Vernon Businessman Coyn Mateer, 

who died March 9, was described by a 
hometown newspaper editor as “a man 
who succeeded in the face of the Great 
Depression to become a patriarch of the 
community.”  

His quiet contributions to the RLC 
Foundation include $100,000 for the Chil-
dren’s Center and at least two previously 
anonymous gifts of $25,000 and $50,000. 
/ March ’98

  FULKS RECEIVES GOLD SEAL
Jimmy Fulks, owner of Mariah Boats, 

Inc., was on the Rend Lake College cam-
pus last week (March 23-27) to tour the 
new Aquatics Center and to receive the 
“Gold” major gift award from the RLC 
Foundation.

The “Gold” seal is given to contributors 
who have donated $50,000 or more to the 
RLCF, according to Executive Director Pat 
Mitchell.

Joining Mariah President Fulks and 
Mitchell for the presentation were Rend 
Lake College President Mark S. Kern and 
Mariah’s J. Rance Fulks, Executive Vice 
President/General Plant Manager;  Guy 
Coons, Chief Financial Officer, and Paul 
Sheon, Corporate Legal Council.

“Without the commitment of Jimmy 
Fulks and four other individuals like him, 
the Aquatics Center would not have been 
possible,” Kern commented.

Rend Lake College was awarded one 
of 17 competitive Endowed Challenge 
Grants from the federal government in 
1993, providing a 2-for-1 match for mon-
ies raised buy the RLC Foundation up to 
$500,000.

Fulks immediately assumed a leader-
ship role in the “Generations of Excel-
lence” capital campaign and stepped 

forward with his pledge of $100,000, 
including a lead gift of $20,000 toward the 
$250,000 Challenge Grant goal.

The remaining $80,000, with the inter-
est earned from the contribution, was 
designated by Fulks toward the financial 
acquisition of the Aquatics Center, which 
cost more than provided through state 
funding and required private contribu-
tions to make up the difference.  / March ’98

  FOR SALE:  1961 OLDSMOBILE
The 1961 Oldsmobile Holiday four-door 

hardtop donated to the RLC Foundation 
by former Rend Lake College Board of 
Trustee Chair Dr. Allen Y. Baker can be 
yours if the price is right.

Sealed bids on the black vehicle will be 
accepted by the AAA Department through 
July 6, with proceeds going to the Auto-
motive program for student scholarships.

The low-mileage automobile (34,000 
actual miles) boasts a 394 Rocket 325hp 
engine and is considered to be in excellent 
condition.  

Originally purchased in Pennsylvania 
in May 1961, the car was obtained by 
Baker from its original owner in April 
1982, according to the title, and has been 
in his possession since.  He donated it to 
the RLC Foundation last December.

The book value on a similar vehicle, it 
was stated at the time of the donation, was 
listed at between $9,100 and $13,000.

Rend Lake College is reserving the right 
to accept or reject any or all bids.

Donated at the same time by Baker 
was a corner residential lot in Vandalia, 
estimated value $5,000-$6,000.   / June ’98

1998-99
  FOUNDATION ASSISTS ART AUCTION
With help from its new co-sponsor, the 

Rend Lake College Foundation, a new-
look Students for Students Art Auction  
will feature an art preview and dinner at 
the Rend Lake Resort at a cost of $25 per 
person.  Theatre members will perform 
excerpts of “The Butler Did It.” / October ’98

  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1998 . . .
 One of Rend Lake College’s Found-

ing Fathers, a key Steering Committee 
member and charter Trustee, was honored 
with his name attached to the Curtis A. 
Parker Board Room in the Student Center. 
/ December ’98

 Auditors report to the Foundation 
Board a total of $828,385 was contributed 
to the not-for-profit organization during 
Fiscal Year 1998. / December ’98

 Ground-breaking ceremonies for the 
Rend Lake College Foundation Children’s 
Center took place April 9, 1998.  The cel-
ebration included a Major Gift Award to 
Marjorie Farrar for her financial support.
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Children and students in the Child Care 
program were occupying the facility by 
that fall, with an Open House October 14.

 Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics Center 
dedication ceremonies were conducted 
October 30, 1998.  The Mariah Boats owner 
became the college’s largest donor with 
total contributions of more than $320,000;  
he was awarded the first Platinum Award. 
/ December ’98

  PROJECTS IN 1998 . . .
 Christine Johnson received the Jef-

ferson County Chamber of Commerce 
“Teacher of the Year” Award sponsored 
by the Rend Lake College Foundation.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 The David E. Hill Memorial Scholar-

ship Endowment is established.
 Sierra Bravo established an ap-

prenticeship partnership and scholarship 
program with the college.

 James Fornear established a gener-
ous scholarship for a Rend Lake College 
graduate to attend Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.

 The Dr. Carl Schweinfurth Founda-
tion awarded a $25,000 grant to establish 
the Dr. Carl Schweinfurth International 
Travel Scholarship Endowment. 

 Annual scholarships were estab-
lished by Sam Wink of Prestige Trailers 
for RLC Wire Welding Contest winners.

 The Franklin County Medical Soci-
ety endowed a scholarship by utilizing a 
30-year polio vaccine account.

 Annual scholarships for employees 
were established by John and Mary Mo-
reland.  

 Good Samaritan Regional Health 
Center established an annual scholarship.

 The RLC Practical Nursing Club was 
the first to be awarded a Major Gift for its 
efforts establishing the LPN Endowment 
Scholarship.

 Annual scholarships and matching 
funds were provided for the International 
Travel Club for the 1998 trip to London.

 Endowments were established in 
memory of Venita Brinkley by her hus-
band, Bill.

 Annual scholarships were estab-
lished in memory of Will Gilbreath.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 RLC Freshman Jennifer Herzing, an 

accomplished Suzuki Violinist, shared the 
entertainment stage with return engage-
ments by the Mt. Vernon Township High 
School Symphonic String Choir and Vo-
calist Julie Wilkerson, Rend Lake College 
Music Instructor, at the 1998 RLCF Annual 
Dinner Tuesday evening, December 8.

President’s Scholarship recipient Her-
zing has played the violin for 12 years 
and earned State Champion status on 

the fiddle at the 1998 Illinois State Fair 
Championships. / December ’98. 
  The Foundation Annual Scholarship 
Dinner, comprised of donors and recipi-
ents, attracted a record crowd of 239.  Over 
200 scholarships were awarded to RLC 
students.
 B.J. Jacob was saluted with a commen-
datory scholarship award, the Larry Jacob 
Memorial Scholarship endowed by state 
official George Fleischli.  The announce-
ment was part of the Scholarship Dinner.
  The 1998 RLCF Open Golf Tourna-
ment, co-sponsored by Mariah Boats, 
hosted 184 players.
  NationsBank co-sponsored the 1998 
Valentine’s Night of Entertainment, with 
800 guests in attendance. 
  The Methodist Men’s group from 
Pinckneyville, along with their spouses, 
was provided with a community aware-
ness visit  which included dinner and a 
campus tour.
  Ada Whittington’s memory was 
honored by the presentation of her Major 
Gift Award to Daughter Nancy Rowland 
at the Annual Women’s Luncheon.  Thirty-
nine special invited guests enjoyed the 
gathering.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 Dr. James and Ada Chow donated 

Athletic Training Room/Therapy equip-
ment to the Athletic Department. 

 John Wininger donated over $5,000 
in parts to the Automotive Technology 
program.

 The Coyn Mateer Estate provided a 
major donation through a planned gift.  In 
addition, the late Mt. Vernon businessman 
(and father of “Generations of Excellence” 
Fund-Raising guru Sam Mateer) was hon-
ored by the Foundation with an honorary 
Memorial Scholarship Endowment.  

The elder Mateer is recognized along 
with Marjorie Farrar with a plaque inside 
the RLCF Children’s Center for their major 
contributions.  

 WaterFurnace International, Inc., in 
conjunction with Tri-County Electric Co-
operative, donated heat pumps to insure 
a cost-effective RLCF Children’s Center.

 State Bank of Whittington supported 
the Children’s Center building project 
with a low-interest loan for the pledges.

1999-2000
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 1999 . . .

 A total of $484,656 was contributed 
to the RLC Foundation during Fiscal Year 
1999, according to audit figures. / December 
’99

 The RLC Foundation has received 
notification of three planned gifts, in-
cluding a bequest, life insurance and a 
charitable remainder trust. / December ’99

 The North Central Association 
Accreditation Team cites the Rend Lake 
College Foundation, RLCF Children’s 
Center and Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics Cen-
ter among the “strengths” of Rend Lake 
College. / December ’99

 The Aquatics Center receives the 
Thomas H. Madigan Award, which rec-
ognized the facility for special Merit for 
Programmatic Achievement and Com-
munity Involvement. 

 Rend Lake College students received 
$184,000 in scholarships during 1999-2000.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 James Fornear establishes a second, 

very generous scholarship for a Rend 
Lake College graduate to attend Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale.

 The Austin-Welch Endowment 
Scholarship is established by Doris Welch 
in honor of her Mother, Lena D. Austin.

 Dr. Lynn Parker creates the Annual 
Bernice Petty Scholarship in memory of 
her Grandmother.  Proceeds from the 
Bernice Petty Memorial Fund provide 
SafeSpace Learning equipment for the 
RLCF Children’s Center.

 The Illinois Community College 
State Foundation sponsors four annual 
scholarships for students in the medical 
field.

 Bank of America sponsors three 
annual scholarships in Franklin and Jef-
ferson counties.  

 Prestige Trailers increases its annual 
scholarship for Welding Contest winners.

 Wal-Mart matches funds for the 1999 
Travel Club activities.

  DIRECTOR / STAFF HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Executive Director Pat Mitchell 

receives the Fund-Raising Management 
Degree from Indiana University’s Center 
of Philanthropy.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The RLC Foundation sponsors a visit 

by Former Gov. Jim Edgar.  His itinerary 
includes speaking to students, meeting 
with the Foundation Friends and promot-
ing the new schedule for the Institute for 
Learning in Retirement.  The ILR boasts 
130 members and 36 class offerings. 

 The 1999 Students for Students Art 
Auction raises $6,000, resulting in a new 
endowment for art students.

 The 1989 Sesser graduating class 
returns to pay tribute to former classmate 
Andrea Bradley with a tree planting cer-
emony and donations toward an annual 
scholarship.

 The RC Foundation hosts the Illinois 
Community College State Foundation’s 
Conference for Resource Development. 

 Continental General Tire Plant Man-
ager Hank Eisenga participates in a Rend 
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Lake College campus “awareness visit.”
 The RLCF welcomes Benton Rotary 

Club members and guests for dinner on 
the Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics Center Patio.

 The RLCF also hosted the October 
meeting of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution on-campus.

 Over 30 guests attend the RLCF 
Women’s Luncheon, with the meal pre-
pared/served by Culinary Arts students.

 Dr. Gene Stotlar and Stotlar Drug 
Store in Pinckneyville sponsor an in-store 
promotion with a drawing for a Rend 
Lake College scholarship.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 Due to the generosity of an anony-

mous contributor, all Travel Club schol-
arship applicants will be offered the 
educational benefits to participate in the 
France 2000 Trip. 

 Gift-in-Kind donations include 
Salah Shakir’s 1983 pick-up and Shelby 
& Sons 1988 Chevy Van.

  TOTAL NET ASSETS OF $1.44M
Total net assets of the Rend Lake Col-

lege Foundation, as reported to the RLC 
Board of Trustees at its January 11 Meet-
ing, amount to $1,441,560.74. / January ’00

2000-01
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2000 . . .

 The RLC Foundation Student En-
dowed Scholarship fund reaches $1 mil-
lion! / December ’00

 President Mark S. Kern announces 
the “Generations of Excellence” Capital 
Campaign goal of $4 million has been met. 
/ December ’00

 Reports from the October 2000 RLCF 
Board Meeting reveal Foundation assets 
reaching $2.5 million, thanks in part to 
$405,455 contributed to the Foundation 
during Fiscal Year 2000.

 In addition to recognizing the late 
Laird Wisely as RLC’s 1999 “Alumnus of 
the Year,” the Illinois Community College 
Trustees Association also recognized Janet 
Cross with a “Pacesetter Award.” 

 Alum Jamie Saw, First Cellular of 
Southern Illinois Public Relations Direc-
tor, is one of the featured speakers at the 
Rend Lake College Annual Counselors 
Conference.

 During an overview of the financial 
status of the Foundation to the Rend Lake 
College Board of Trustees, Krehbiel & 
Associates rep Merle Hollmann stated, 
“Your Foundation is doing a fantastic job 
of raising money.”

 According to a Rend Lake College 
News Release, the RLC Foundation has 
been notified of a Planned Gift of approxi-
mately $200,000 from a Benton resident 
toward student scholarships.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Parents of John Riley IV establish a 

memorial endowment.  John would have 
been the age to attend Rend Lake College 
beginning Fall 2000.

 Joda Spencer Memorial funds have 
been designated by her daughter to go 
toward the RLC Paula Tate Memorial 
Scholarship.

 The Mt. Vernon NAPA Auto Parts 
owner establishes the NAPA John’s John 
H. Wininger Endowment for student 
scholarships.

 Joe Boyle establishes the Joe P. Boyle 
and Lois Ferne Boyle and His Ancestors 
Who Lived in Belle Rive Scholarship.

 First Cellular of Southern Illinois 
and the Benton Lions Club establish stu-
dent scholarship endowments.

 Mt. Vernon Mayor Mark Terry desig-
nates Wall-Mart contributions to establish 
10 annual Mayor Terry/Wal-Mart Student 
Scholarships.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Executive Director Pat Mitchell 

attends Planned Giving seminars at the 
Annual Council for Resource Develop-
ment Conference in Washington, D.C., 
and the Illinois Resource Development 
Conference in Springfield. 

 The community and RLC Founda-
tion experiences a major loss with the 
death of Tom McHugh, former McDon-
ald’s restaurant owner in Mt. Vernon and 
Centralia.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Prestige Trailers becomes the first 

sponsor for the Annual Scholarship Din-
ner, which honors recipients and donors 
of more than 300 scholarships totaling 
$185,000. 

 The RLC Students for Students Art 
Auction raises a record $12,000 for student 
endowed and annual scholarships.

 The Foundation and the Jimmy J. 
Fulks Aquatics Center sponsor the first 
General Tire Appreciation Day.

 The Foundation hosts 30 former col-
lege employees at the first RLC Retirement 
Dinner, with featured speaker Dr. Barbara 
Luchsinger. 

 Foundation Board Member David 
Beehn joins RLC President Mark S. Kern 
and Foundation Executive Director Pat 
Mitchell on a tour of the Pioneer Plant 
near McLeansboro.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS / GRANTS . . .
 Mr. and Mrs. L.E. Lindsay donate 

real estate property located in Mt. Ver-
non’s business district. 

 Joe Nation gives a Roland syn-
thesizer and amplifier for RLC Theatre 
productions.

 Valuable gift-in-kind donations that 

benefit teaching include a human skeleton 
by Bonnie Tolbert and greenhouse plants 
from Connie’s Greenhouse.

 GTE awards a $10,000 grant to help 
fund the college’s technology area. 

 Funds from the Carl Schweinfurth 
Foundation Grant will go toward the 
“Music Around the World” program de-
signed to benefit children and residents of 
the greater Mt. Vernon area.

 An Illinois First Grant recommended 
by Ned Mitchell provides a $20,000 me-
morial endowment in behalf of Sandra 
Quillman, a Sesser resident.

 First Cellular in Harrisonville pro-
vides a $5,000 donation to benefit the new 
Pinckneyville Campus.

  I.L.R. HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Institute for Learning in Retirement 

membership now totals 173, with 57 class 
offerings for Year 2000, including popular 
trips to the Fox Theatre in St. Louis. 

 Foundation Board members/spous-
es Mark Ballard, Rich Yunkus, Robert and 
Marilyn Parks and Dr. Warren and Phyllis 
Petty are among ILR teachers.

 A partnership between Physical 
Rehab Works, Inc. and the Foundation 
brings two Regional Health Seminars to 
campus for area residents.

2001-02
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2001 . . .

 The Auditor’s Report to the Founda-
tion Board shows a total of $737,863 was 
contributed to the RLC Foundation during 
Fiscal Year 2001.

As of October, Foundation assets were 
at $2.7 million.

 The Rend Lake College Board of 
Trustees approves naming of the Rend 
Lake College Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus, due to joint contributions from 
Murphy-Wall State Bank and an anony-
mous friend of the financial institution.

 The RLC Foundation Children’s 
Center boasts a 100 percent occupancy 
rate with a waiting list of 45 children.  The 
potential need for expansion is being ad-
dressed.  The facility and its programs also 
received accreditation status as granted by 
the National Association for Education of 
Young Children. / December ’01

 Approximately $250,000 has been 
received by Rend Lake College students 
from scholarships sponsored by the 
Foundation and college tuition waivers. 
/ December ’01

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Ribella Palada establishes a scholar-

ship endowment to assist Sesser students 
majoring in the Nursing field. 

 Horticulture students raise money 
for scholarship funds with a plant sale.
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  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Foundation staff participates in Mt. 

Vernon Elks High School Student Job 
Shadowing Day. 

 RLCF Executive Director Pat Mitch-
ell attends seminars at the Annual Ameri-
can Governing Board Conference in 
Florida and the Illinois Resource Develop-
ment Conference and Illinois Community 
College State Foundation in Springfield.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Wendell and Betty Maulding spon-

sor gifts for the Lady Warrior Golf Team 
Award Luncheon. 

 RLC Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus Groundbreaking Ceremony at-
tracts more than 200 to the celebration.

 Area Planned Giving professionals 
attend the first Professional Advisors 
Dinner with Attorney Mark Ballard and 
college staff as the presenters.

 Spring RLCF Culinary Arts Lun-
cheon brings 40 women to campus. 

 The 2001 Students for Students Art 
Auction raises a net amount of $10,000 
from donated items.

 The Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics Center 
and RLC Foundation sponsor Employee 
Appreciation Days for both First Cellular 
of Southern Illinois and Continental Tire 
North America, Inc.

 Webber Township High School ad-
ministrators toured the RLC campus and 
received an overview of new programs.

 The RLCF sponsored breakfasts and 
an outdoor evening potluck for partici-
pants in Arthritis Aquatics classes.

  DESIGNATED GRANTS / GIFTS . . .
 State Senator Ned Mitchell notifies 

the Foundation Board it is the recipient of 
a $20,000 Illinois First Grant.

 The Illinois Humanities Council 
funds the “Life on the Mississippi” pre-
sentation for RLCF’s Institute for Learning 
in Retirement program.

 Southern Illinois University and the 
National Park Service fund the Bike Trail 
Brochure Grant.

 A Rend Lake College retiree and 
his wife establish the first charitable gift 
annuity.

 The RLC Foundation Board learns 
of a planned gift made by a college em-
ployee.

 The new Charitable Gift Annuity 
brochure pictures Howard and Helene 
Payne on its front cover.

 The Foundation’s Planned Giving 
Recognition program receives the name, 
“Howard Rawlinson Planned Giving 
Society.”

 Wendell and Betty Maulding donate 
needed Jungle Gym and Playhouse to the 
RLCF Children’s Center.

 Benton’s Boneyard Boccie Ball Club 
donates equipment to the Advanced Tech-
nology Department.

 Connie’s Greenhouse of West City 
donates 52 plants to the Horticulture 
program. 

 Mariah Boats, Inc. donates two 
welders for Welding Technology.

  NOTEWORTHY . . .
 The Sesser community and RLC 

Foundation experience a true loss due to 
the death of Emil Perpich, longtime sup-
porter of student scholarships. 

 The College District experiences the 
loss of two very accomplished individuals  
–  Dr. Howard Rawlinson, first Academic 
Dean of Mt. Vernon Community College 
(1956-67) and Rend Lake College (1967-
72), and Hank Hannah, former Founda-
tion Board member and President.

  I.L.R. HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Eighty new students join the Insti-

tute for Learning in Retirement for 2001. 
 Dr. Evelyn Claxton’s ILR Writing 

Class evolves into a Writing Club that 
meets monthly on-campus.

 Mt. Vernon Keenagers learn about 
ILR program offerings during one of 
their monthly meetings with Foundation 
representatives as guest speakers.

 Community Education sponsors a 
Retirement Forum with an agenda that 
includes “Gifting” by the Foundation and 
“Law” by RLCF Board Member Mark Bal-
lard.  

 One ILR class tour enjoys the his-
toric home of Foundation Board Member 
Wendell Maulding.

 The Spring ILR schedule includes 
“Middle Eastern Night,” with Iraq native 
Salah Shakir, RLC Dean of Information 
Technology, and “Ewing College,” pre-
sented by Dr. Barbara Luchsinger.

2002-03
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2002 . . .

 Rend Lake College Foundation 
Executive Director Pat Mitchell was 
nominated for the 2002 Woman to Woman:  
Making a Difference Award.” / March ’02

 The contribution of property next 
to the RLC MarketPlace in Mt. Vernon 
amounts to the largest gift ever received 
by the Rend Lake College Foundation. 
/ December ’02

 Directors on the RLC Foundation 
Board and special friends make new 
pledges of $125,000 toward the RLCF 
Children’s Center. / December ’02

 The RLC Foundation approves SWR 
Construction to build The RLC Staff Clock 
Tower.  The carillon rings for the first time 
on September 11.  [One year to the day 
after the terrorist assault on the World 

Trade Center in New York City and the 
Pentagon.]

 The RLC Foundation approves the 
financial support and bids to build a new 
on-campus athletic facility, The Hitting 
Zone.  On October 7, the Warrior Baseball 
staff officially opened The Hitting Zone 
for community baseball and softball les-
sons. 

 An October Audit Report lists Rend 
Lake College Foundation assets at $3.2 
million.

 Former RLC “Alumnus of the Year” 
(1998) and 1999 Illinois Community Col-
lege Trustees Association Co-“Alumnus of 
the Year” Mark Michalic, in his capacity 
as an FBI Agent, becomes involved in the 
Washington, D.C. “Sniper Case.”

 Rend Lake College and the Founda-
tion give over $300,000 in scholarships to 
RLC students.

 The RLC Foundation received three 
grants  –  State Farm Companies “Good 
Neighbor” Grant;  $10,000 Ameritech 
Grant through ICCSF to fund the RLC 
MarketPlace Operations;  Carl Schwein-
furth Foundation Trust Grant to assist in 
funding of The Hitting Zone.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Dr. Charles “Bill” and Mary Roe 

establish a scholarship endowment to 
further the education of Pinckneyville 
residents.

 Brothers Jerry and Don Peacock 
establish the Henry and Fern Peacock 
Nursing Scholarship Endowment in rec-
ognition of their parents.

[Henry and Fern Peacock were patients 
of home health and hospice care and re-
ceived excellent treatment during their ill-
nesses, helping their sons to see the value 
in nursing, according to Pat Mitchell.]

 Dr. Gene Stotlar, along with Mike 
and Dixie Travelstead, establishes scholar-
ships for Pinckneyville students.

 Owens and Brookway, Harris Bank 
Foundation and the Pfizer Foundation 
match employee gifts to the RLCF. 

 The Wanderers Car Club establishes 
the Sesser Oktoberfest Car Show Annual 
Scholarship.

 The Rick Basso Memorial Golf Tour-
nament continues to provide an annual 
scholarship for the Warrior Golf Team.

 Steve Skaggs establishes an annual 
Rend Lake Place Scholarship. 

 Gifts in memory of Jane Leeck in-
crease the Doug Leeck Memorial Scholar-
ship Award fund.

 Wiladene Dillon contributes toward 
the RLC Office Support Staff Scholarship 
in memory of Barry Dillon, her son and 
the husband of Student Records Staffer 
Janice Dillon.
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  DIRECTOR / STAFF HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 The McLeansboro community and 

Rend Lake College Foundation experience 
a true loss due to the death of Don York, 
longtime Board member.

 Sesser-Valier High School salutes 
Foundation Board Member Mildred 
Fitzgerrell as its “Distinguished Alumna 
of the Year.” 

 RLCF Executive Director Pat Mitch-
ell and Assistant Director Lori Ragland 
serve as presenters at the National Council 
for Resource Development Conference in 
Washington, D.C.

 RLCF Executive Director Pat Mitch-
ell serves as a presenter at the Illinois 
Resource and Development State Confer-
ence and attends the Annual American 
Governing Board Conference.

 The Mt. Vernon community, the col-
lege and the Foundation experienced the 
loss of Physical Plant Retiree Lester Derry 
and his wife, Gladys.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Approximately 300 community 

members attended the RLC Murphy-
Wall Pinckneyville Campus Open House 
celebration. 

 A crowd estimated at 600 attends the 
Staff Clock Tower Dedication Ceremony 
and Rend Lake College Open House.

 Juanita Kern receives the Bronze 
Major Gift Award from her son, RLC 
President Mark S. Kern, at the annual RLC 
Foundation Spring Women’s Luncheon.  
The featured speaker for 50 special guests 
was Miss Illinois.

 The Annual RLCF Scholarship Din-
ner was moved to the new Rend Lake 
Resort Great Room to accommodate ap-
proximately 300 recipients and contribu-
tors in attendance. 

 Plant Managers Joe Angi from 
Continental Tire, Inc. and Steve Lawrence 
from Walgreens Distribution tour the Ina 
campus as part of an “awareness visit.”

 The Foundation awards Dr. Warren 
and Phyllis Petty with a Platinum Major 
Gift Award . . . and then places it in the 
Aquatics Center Lobby for all to enjoy. 

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 E.T. Simonds Construction Com-

pany donates labor and staff expertise on 
the Pinckneyville Campus entranceway, 
resulting in a substantial savings to Rend 
Lake College.

 Lloyd and Florence Middleton make 
a major gift toward the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus.

 R & B Inc. of St. Louis donates 
$160,000 in parts and materials to the RLC 
Applied Science Department.  Rend Lake 
College was one of three colleges receiving 
this contribution. 

of Jesuit Missionary Pere Jacques Gravier.
OTHER

 A morning coffee concert in the RLC 
Theatre featured student-classical pianist 
Jina Han, graduate-guitarist Craig Tessone 
and the debut of young singers from the 
RLCF Children’s Center.

 A 55 ALIVE/Mature Driving Course 
led by Evertt and Doris Atkinson.

 A two-day, in-depth look at the Old 
Testament Book of Jonah with Dr. Claxton. 
TOURS

 A “Holiday Home Tour” which be-
gan with a concert by the MVTHS String 
Choir at GreenTree in Mt. Vernon. 

 Fox Theatre trips to St. Louis for 
“Swing!” and “The Tale of the Allergist’s 
Wife,” featuring Valerie Harper.

 A tour of four water and flower 
gardens in Mt. Vernon.

 A full day that included lunch at The 
Mansion Restaurant & Inn in Golconda, a 
stop at the fabulous Chocolate Factory and 
a scenic cruise on the Ohio River aboard 
the Shawnee Queen River Taxi.

 A visit to the “Titanic: The Artifact 
Exhibit” at the St. Louis Science Center.

 A fun-filled day at Francie’s Bed & 
Breakfast in DuQuoin.

 Christmas Greetings from The Three 
Irish Tenors at SIU’s Shryock Auditorium.

  BOYLES PIANO CONCERT
The RLC Foundation-sponsored Insti-

tute for Learning in Retirement is inviting 
area residents to help welcome spring 
with the melodious sounds of Rend Lake 
College’s own Kathleen Boyles of Mt. 
Vernon as she presents a Piano Concert 
Friday, March 21, on the Ina campus.

Boyles’ performance in the RLC The-
atre will include numbers such as Bach’s 
“Prelude in C Major,” Schubert’s “Ave 
Maria,” “Maple Leaf Rag” by Scott Joplin 
and Yanni’s “In the Morning Light,” as 
well as many others.

“Kathleen has a special talent for play-
ing the piano, so this should be a wonder-
ful display of her musical abilities,” said 
Lori Ragland, RLCF Assistant Director.

Opening for Boyles will be Vocalist 
Nancy Schutte of Woodlawn.  Schutte, 
who participates in the RLC Community 
Chorus, also will perform a duet with the 
pianist.  / March ’03

2003-04

  HIGH ACHIEVERS REWARDED
The High Achievers Scholastic Award 

is new for Fall 2003.  It covers the cost of 
tuition, books and fees for two years for 
recipients who remain in good standing.  
It is given to any high school senior who 
scores a 27 or higher on the ACT exam and 
will be attending Rend Lake College.

 Millie and Clif Caldwell contribute 
toward the RLCF Children’s Center. 

 Terry Clark donates D-4 Cat tracks 
toward the Agriculture program.

  RETIREMENT LEARNING HIGHLIGHTS  . . .
The theme for the 2002 RLC Founda-

tion Annual Dinner  –  “Throughout the 
Generations”  –  placed the focus on recent 
initiatives on-campus . . . the RLCF Chil-
dren’s Center, the Hitting Zone and the 
Rend Lake College Foundation’s Institute 
for Learning in Retirement.

The ILR is a community-based organi-
zation of retirement-age people who share 
a common interest in continuing learning 
experiences and intellectual stimulation.  
The institute promotes, sponsors and 
coordinates educational programs that 
enhance the community’s quality of life 
and increases friend-building through 
involvement activities.
CLASSES  

 Journal Writing Club  –  Due to the 
overwhelming popularity of Dr. Evelyn 
Claxton’s “Writing Your Life Story Can 
Be Fun” class offered last fall, a Journal 
Writing Club was started and continues to 
Meet monthly.  Dr. Claxton has a special 
talent for encouraging and helping others 
write their memoirs.  

 Computers  –  Computer classes 
bring in the most new participants.  These 
classes provide seniors with hands-on ex-
perience while learning a variety of basic 
computer skills.  Computer classes offered 
this past year:  Introduction to Computers, 
Introduction to Computers II, Surfing the 
Internet and Computers for Seniors. 

 Armchair Tours  –  Armchair Tours 
have proven to have the highest atten-
dance.  Lunch is served following the tour 
with the menu consisting of foods relating 
to the area featured.  Two were offered the 
past year, with the first one visiting the 
Middle East  –  Israel, Jordan and Egypt  
–  led by two of the ILR’s most popular 
instructors, Dr. Warren and Phyllis Petty.  
The second took participants through the 
scenic Kingdom of the Netherlands led by 
Gerard Schakker, a teacher from Horizon 
College in Alkmaar, Netherlands. 

 Illinois Humanities Council  –  
Three IHC Road Scholars presented at 
RLC during 2002.  Mary McCorvie of 
Carbondale offered a lively review of the 
historic journey of explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark from Pittsburgh 
to Camp DuBois, near Alton.  Back by 
popular demand, John Lynn of Peoria 
presented “The Prairie State Primer,” a 
colorful and surprising story of Illinois, 
its features, attractions and heritage.  Dan 
Hechenberger from Mascoutah spoke 
about Illiniwek Connections, providing 
a first-person, living account in the role 
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  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2003 . . .
 Audit Report from the October RLC 

Foundation Board Meeting indicates  
Foundation assets reach $3.4 million, 
including all endowments. / December ’03

 Rend Lake College and the RLC 
Foundation give over $600,000 in scholar-
ships and tuition waivers to students in a 
year’s time. / December ’03

 Construction on The Hitting Zone 
facility is completed.  Power Alley, Inc. is 
contracted to provide instruction. 
/ December ’03

 RLC Foundation sells the portable 
GED Building in Mt. Vernon to the Wood-
lawn School District. / December ’03

 State Bank of Whittington and US 
Bank in Mt. Vernon become low loan bid-
ders for RLCF’s building liabilities. 

 Ten new employee payroll deduc-
tions are added.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Husband, close friends, family 

and college staff establish the Andrea K. 
Boucher Memorial Scholarship on behalf 
of the late RLC Controller, who was killed 
in a motorcycle accident June 21, 2003.

 Milford “Doc” Harrell establishes 
the Norma Harrell RN Memorial Schol-
arship in recognition of his wife and her 
profession.

[According to Harrell, his wife par-
ticipated in a government program which 
trained Registered Nurses during World 
War II.  In return, participants had to 
make use of their abilities during the war 
effort.  Without the program, Norma Har-
rell would never have been able to go to 
school, he indicated.

Harrell said he considers the scholar-
ship “payback to the community.”

Harrell was presented with the RLCF 
Silver Major Gift Award at the 2003 An-
nual Dinner.]

 St. Mary’s Good Samaritan, Inc. 
establishes the Oliver D. Spitler Memorial 
Scholarship.

 Parents Rickey and Vickie Trout 
establish memorial scholarships on behalf 
of Blake and Julie Trout.

 RLC Associate Professor Peggy 
Davis establishes the Adam Lee Lorance 
Memorial Art Scholarship.

  DIRECTOR / STAFF HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 The RLC Board of Trustees approves 

a title change for the Foundation Execu-
tive Director to Chief Executive Officer.

 Foundation CEO Pat Mitchell leads 
a group discussion for her peers at the 
Illinois Community College State Founda-
tion Conference in Bloomington.

 RLC President Mark S. Kern and 
Foundation CEO Pat Mitchell attend the 
Robert F. Sharpe Conference - Major Gift 

Planning II and the Annual American 
Governing Board Conference regarding 
Community College Foundation Board 
Relations.

 RLCF Assistant Director Lori Rag-
land attends the Principles and Tech-
niques in Fund-Raising Course at Indiana 
University’s Fund-Raising School.

 Terry Addington is elected Vice 
Chair of the Cellular Telecommunication 
and Internet Association.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Senator Richard Durbin tours the 

Rend Lake College campus, where Presi-
dent Kern asks for financial assistance for 
the Applied Technology Center. 

 The Hitting Zone Open House 
attracts around 300 people.  Later, ap-
proximately 100 community members 
receive autographs from former St. Louis 
Cardinals Manager Whitey Herzog at The 
Hitting Zone.

 The RLCF Spring Women’s Lun-
cheon welcomes 46 special guests.

 Over 200 art patrons attend the RLC 
Students for Students Art Auction, gener-
ating $8,000 and bringing the scholarship 
endowment for art student scholarships 
to a total of $31,000. 

 A record crowd of 335 donors and 
recipients attend the Annual RLCF Schol-
arship Dinner.  Dr. Evelyn Claxton was the 
guest speaker.  The Foundation sponsors 
six monetary awards;  endowment awards 
include the Claxton Art Award and the 
Ceramic Sculptor Award.

 Among those touring campus fa-
cilities during the year were Joe Eckerle, 
Technicolor Universal Media Services Vice 
President of Operations;  Tom Borle, Con-
tinental Tire North America, Inc. Resource 
Manager, and George and Paula (Mace) 
Kuhn, whose visit was highlighted by a 
special glimpse of the one-room Indepen-
dence Schoolhouse.

 Rend Lake Resort and the RLC 
Foundation co-sponsor Mildred Fitzger-
rell’s 90th birthday celebration.  The RLCF 
also sponsored the on-campus surprise 
birthday party for Dr. Barbara Luchsinger.

 College and Foundation administra-
tors and staff visit Natural Enrichment 
Industries in Sesser for a welcome and 
awareness meeting/tour.

 Two Gift Annuity presentations are 
made to Institute for Learning in Retire-
ment participants.

 RLC Foundation participates and 
coordinates a Planned Giving Seminar 
with Salem’s Estate Planning Center for 
area Certified Public Accountants.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 Wendell Maulding and Millie and 

Clif Caldwell make contributions to the 

RLCF Children’s Center. 
 Beck Bus donates $2,000 on the basis 

of excellent OHSA training its employees 
receive from Advanced Technology Pro-
fessor Frank Fenton.

 Bank of America from Franklin and 
Jefferson Counties gives to the RLCF 
Children’s Center.

 Rebecca Clemens/H&R Block give 
to the RLC Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus.

 Rend Lake College receives a be-
quest of $5,000 for the Allied Health Divi-
sion from Mildred Imogene Conner. 

 The Rend Lake Radio Club makes 
a contribution as a “Thank you”for the 
model airplane club usage of college 
property.

 Paula R. (Mace) Kuhn and George 
Kuhn designate a major gift toward the 
RLC Foundation Institute for Learning in 
Retirement.

 Mildred Fitzgerrell contributes to 
the “unrestricted designation” of the 
RLCF to support the general mission of 
fund-raising.

 Recruitment was initiated for the 
Good Samaritan Loan Forgiveness and 
the Pinckneyville Community Hospital 
Employee Scholarship programs.

 Timewell Tile donates the Prairie 
Tile System for a Rend Lake College and 
University of Illinois research project.

 Franklin Auto Parts Machine Shop 
donates a machinist cleaning filter for the 
Automotive program.

 Mabel Rodenbush continues to be a 
friend of the RLC Foundation and of CEO 
Pat Mitchell (for over 35 years).

 Salah Shakir donates a Plymouth 
Van for usage by the Physical Plant staff.

2004-05

  BOARD-ING THE BOAT
Director Rich Yunkus invited everyone 

to join him for the RLC Foundation Board 
Meeting August 3, 2004 on his houseboat 
on Kentucky Lake.  He indicated vans 
would be available to provide transporta-
tion down to the most unusual, temporary 
board worksite.

  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2004 . . .
 Audit Report from the October RLC 

Foundation Board Meeting indicates 
Foundation assets at $3.2 million, includ-
ing all endowments.

 Rend Lake College receives a third 
Federal Title III Grant, this one to initiate 
a Wireless Communications training pro-
gram, and Challenge Grant II endowment 
option. / December ’04

 Rend Lake College and the RLCF 
give over $600,000 in student scholarships 
and tuition waivers. / December ’04



  EXCELLENCE IN FOUNDATIONS AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  89

 Fifteen new Rend Lake College 
employee payroll deductions are added. 
/ December ’04

 Resource Development Specialist 
Trudee Wynn is involved in the writing 
of grants that bring Rend Lake College 
approximately $2.5 million.  Her two-year 
total is over $3.7 million.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Family and friends establish the 

Clifton Caldwell Memorial Scholarship 
Endowment.  The namesake’s wife, Millie, 
is a longtime member of the RLC Founda-
tion Board.  Daughter Cindy Caldwell is 
a Mathematics Instructor for the college.

 John Riley III and wife Betty increase 
the Scholarship Endowment in memory of 
their son, John Riley IV.

 The Tommy Mundell Estate estab-
lishes a scholarship endowment for Ben-
ton Consolidated High School graduates.

 Husband David, close friends, fam-
ily and college staff increase the Andrea 
K. Boucher Memorial Scholarship Endow-
ment.

 RLC’s Practical Nursing students 
add to the Allied Health Division’s Schol-
arship Endowment, which now totals 
$39,000 thanks to fund-raising efforts.

 Dr. Leslie Johnson continues to 
increase the Dr. Leslie Johnson/Ed Kown-
acki Scholarship Endowment.

 The George Cybulski Memorial 
Scholarship is established by his son and 
friends in honor of the late RLC student 
who was 2000 “Student Learner of the Year”
Award recipient from the Adult Continu-
ing Educators Association at age 79.

 Part-time Instructor Duaine Carlton 
establishes the Dennis and Judy Carlton 
Scholarship.

 Associate English Professor Peggy 
Davis establishes the Alyssa Dawn Lo-
rance Memorial Theatre Scholarship.  

 Director of Institutional Research 
Mary Bornheimer and her husband, Rob-
ert, establish the Sue Rountree Memorial 
Scholarship in honor of her mother.  The 
investment is matched by his company’s 
State Farm Foundation.

 Wayne City High School Foundation 
establishes the Wayne City High School/
Rend Lake College Foundation Scholar-
ship.  The RLCF matches the investment.

 Amanda Groves establishes the J.W. 
Groves Scholarship for a Thompsonville 
graduate.

  DIRECTOR / STAFF HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Terry Addington, CEO of First Cel-

lular of Southern Illinois, is named Chair 
of CTIA (Cellular Telecommunication and 
Internet Association), headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. 

 CEO Pat Mitchell visits counterparts 

at the new Lincoln Land Community Col-
lege Foundation Complex in Springfield.

 Grant Writer Trudee Wynn has 
added responsibilities as Supervisor of 
the RLCF Children’s Center.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The RLC Foundation hosts the 

Aquatics Center Luncheon with over 100 
senior participants in Arthritis Aquatics 
classes in attendance. 

 Over 200 people attend the RLC Stu-
dents for Students Art Auction, generating 
enough funds to bring the scholarship 
endowment for art student scholarships 
to a total of $35,000.

 RLC History Instructor Henry 
“Buster” Leeck, the son of a former Ag 
Professor/AAA Department Chair and 
representative for both donors and past 
recipients of the Doug Leeck Memorial 
Scholarship, serves as keynote Speaker 
at the Annual RLCF Scholarship Dinner.

 Student Services Vice President 
Mary Roe, a member of the RLCF Board 
of Directors prior to joining the full-time 
staff, was honored at a retirement lun-
cheon hosted by the Foundation with 200 
in attendance at the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Center. 

 The RLC Foundation hosts a 
Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Ap-
plied Science Center and a Press Confer-
ence announcing Title III Challenge Grant 
II funding.

 President Mark S. Kern and Founda-
tion CEO Pat Mitchell attend a reception 
in honor of Illinois Gov. Rod Blagojevich.

 Campus Tours were especially 
popular in 2004, considering these guests  
–  State Rep Kurt Granberg (D-107);  Con-
gressman John Shimkus (R-19);  Fornear 
Family;  Illinois Community College 
Board President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer Geoffrey Obrzut;  Dave Mallory from 
Continental Tire North America (H.R. 
Charlotte Headquarters) and Mt. Vernon 
Interim H.R. Director Bill McCoy, and a 
Benton Economic Development group.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 Bank of America of Benton and 

Mt. Vernon, which sponsored the RLC 
Foundation Scholarship Dinner at Rend 
Lake Resort, gives to the RLCF Children’s 
Center. 

 Anonymous donors pledge a five-
year Pinckneyville Annual Scholarship 
totaling $9,000.

 Jim Fornear and Sierra Bravo, Inc. 
donate a John Deere tractor, with an 
estimated cost of $10,000, to the Applied 
Science Division.

 Thanks to Tri-County Electric Coop-
erative Inc., RLC receives a $5,838 grant 
from the Association of Illinois Electric 

Cooperatives GeoAlliance Program in 
order to upgrade the geothermal Water-
Furnace heating/air unit recently installed 
at The Hitting Zone. 

 St. Mary’s Good Samaritan, Inc. 
receives the Gold Major Gift Award for its 
implementation of the Loan Forgiveness 
Program and establishment of a scholar-
ship endowment for a total commitment 
of $100,000.

Pinckneyville Community Hospital 
receives the Bronze Major Gift award in 
recognition of its employment scholarship 
program.

2005-06

  BUSY BONAN ADDS TO RÉSUMÉ
RLCF Board Chair and Rend Lake Col-

lege Trustee Hunt Bonan was invited to 
serve on the Mt. Vernon/Jefferson County 
Economic Development Committee.

  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2005 . . .
 Rend Lake College Challenge Grant 

II receives pledges totaling 51 percent of 
goal in the first year of a five-year cam-
paign. / December ’05

 RLC and the Foundation give over 
$650,000 to students in scholarships and 
tuition waivers. / December ’05

 Foundation assets reach $3.3 million, 
including endowments, according to audit 
report shared during the RLCF October 
Board Meeting. / December ’05

 The Carl Schweinfurth Founda-
tion awards a $20,000 grant for the RLC 
Foundation Children’s Center Expansion 
Project.  The successful grant application 
was submitted by Resource Development  
Specialist Trudee Wynn, who continues 
to write and obtain substantial outside 
resources for Rend Lake College.

 RLC Student Services and the 
RLCF encourage and manage employee 
contributions toward Hurricane Katrina 
Disaster Relief.  College employees donate 
$965 for American Red Cross efforts.

 Employees contribute $125 monthly 
through payroll deductions toward the 
Challenge Grant II Foundation Endow-
ment.  

 A total of 24 Rend Lake College 
employees elect to increase or establish 
new payroll deductions to benefit RLCF 
fund-raising efforts.

 Dr. Evelyn Claxton receives the 
“Outstanding Instructor Award” pre-
sented by the statewide Lifelong Learn-
ing and Service Coalition on February 
24.  RLC Foundation CEO Pat Mitchell 
and Lori Ragland, Assistant Director of 
Community Education, accompany Dr. 
Claxton to the award ceremony.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
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 The Rend Lake College LPN Endow-
ment reaches $40,000 through annual 
fund-raisers by Practical Nursing students 
and faculty.

 Friends and families elect to es-
tablish Challenge Grant II Memorial 
Endowments  –  Clifton Caldwell Memo-
rial Scholarship;  Frank and W. Juanita 
Kern Memorial Scholarship;  Doug Leeck 
Memorial Scholarship;  Clayton Ragland 
Memorial Scholarship;  G. William “Billy” 
Rector Memorial Scholarship;  Rubena-
cker Family Scholarship Endowment;  
Craig V. Rudofski Memorial Scholarship;  
Blake Trout Memorial Scholarship;  Julie 
Trout Memorial Scholarship.

 Crosswalk Community Action 
Agency provides a full-ride Cosmetology 
Scholarship.

 RLC Biology Instructor Steve Hol-
man establishes the “Science Teachers 
Excellence Partnership” Award through 
the STEP Grant.

 The Jefferson County Chamber of 
Commerce and Rend Lake College es-
tablish a $1,000 scholarship intended for 
a Jefferson County senior coming to RLC. 

 The RLC Vice President establishes 
the “Bob Carlock Golf Scholarship.”

 Elizabeth Bailey-Smith, first-year 
RLC Speech Instructor and Forensic 
Coach, establishes the “RLC Forensic 
Scholarship.”

 RLC Communications Administra-
tive Assistant Ginger Hogan inspires five 
other employees to designate payroll 
deductions for the Clayton Ragland Me-
morial Scholarship.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Dr. Bill Roe, RLCF Board Member, 

and retired RLC Vice President  of Student 
Services Mary Roe named Pinckneyville 
Chamber of Commerce “Outstanding 
Persons of the Year.” 

 Rend Lake College Trustees approve 
a Resolution to Recognize RLCF Board 
Member Richard Rubenacker, who died 
February 23.  Randy Rubenacker accepts 
the nomination to succeed his father on 
the RLC Foundation Board of Directors 
and is seated during the April meeting.

 Foundation Board mourns the loss 
of a second member in one year.  Mildred 
Fitzgerrell dies at 91 years of age.

 The RLC Foundation was saddened 
by three other losses of very good friends 
of the college during 2005  –  Dr. Barbara 
Luchsinger, Olie Musgrave and Ribella 
Palada.

 Howard L. Payne, longest serving 
Foundation Board Member, ardently 
granted Emeritus status on the RLC Foun-
dation Board of Directors.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .

 RLC Foundation sponsors Aquatics 
Center Luncheons in December and May, 
with a combined attendance of 120. 

 RLCF hosts the Benton Rotary 
Club Dinner on February 15.  RLC Vice 
President of Information Technology and 
Student Services Salah Shakir is the guest 
speaker.

 RLC Students for Students Art Auc-
tion April 7 generates $4,070 from the 
sale of art donated by students, former 
students, faculty and staff to establish a 
Challenge Grant II endowment.

 The annual Ladies Luncheon at the 
RLC MarketPlace in Mt. Vernon attracts 
40 exceptional women. 

 A Continental Tire/RLC Training 
Partnership is announced at a press con-
ference conducted at the Continental Tire 
North America, Inc. Mt. Vernon location 
on June 30.

 The RLCF welcomes Benton Lions 
Club May 24 for lunch and a campus tour.

 U.S. Representative John Shimkus 
visits the Ina campus on June 3.

 Rend Lake College hosts the Benton 
Consolidated High School faculty for 
lunch and group tours.

 RLC Foundation President Hunt 
Bonan and CEO Pat Mitchell join Gov. Rod 
Blagojevich on a visit to the Continental 
Tire North America, Inc. industrial com-
plex in Mt. Vernon.

  DESIGNATED GIFTS . . .
 Anonymous donors contribute 

$10,000 toward the RLC Art Room Ex-
pansion project and the RLCF Children’s 
Center. 

 RLCF Board Member Rich Yunkus 
substantially increases his pledge toward 
the Children’s Center.

 Murphy-Wall State Bank completes 
its $100,000 pledge with contribution to 
the Foundation.

 Foundation receives over $2,000 
through various Employee Company 
Matching programs. 

 Wal-Mart Foundation gives $1,750 
to the Adult Literacy Program.

 Foundation accepts $260 from RLC 
Aquatics Arthritis Classes.  Inspired by the 
participation of Dr. Warren Petty, RLCF 
Director, class members raised funds for 
the Arthritis Walk  held in Carbondale.

 Robert Bleichner/Pizza Shack gives 
1995 Buick LeSabre and Mark Stanton 
of DuQuoin donates 896 Ford E1590 
Customized Van to the RLC Automotive 
program.

 Alumnus Troy Hart donates Sun 
Screen Server 250E, software and monitor 
for computer laboratory use.

 Sierra Bravo Contractors of Sesser 
and Jim Fornear give furniture for use in 
college offices.

 Anheuser-Busch and Wayne As-
berry once again provide promotional 
products for RLC Foundation Open Golf 
Tournament participants.

2006-07
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2006 . . .

 The Rend Lake College Foundation 
Challenge Grant II reaches 76 percent of 
the five-year grant goal in Year Two. 
/ December ’06

 The RLCF Children’s Center ex-
pands to accommodate more children 
and celebrates its eight-year anniversary. 
/ December ’06

 The college and its Foundation give 
over $1 million in scholarships and tuition 
waivers to students. / December ’06

 It is reported at the October Board 
Meeting Foundation net assets reach $4.2 
million, according to the audit report. 
/ December ’06

 Dr. Sue Tomlin received the 2006 
Illinois Lifelong Learning Faculty Award.

  PROJECTS IN 2006 . . .
 Foundation members decide to 

finance a 100-foot by 80-foot addition to 
The Hitting Zone.

  SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS . . .
 New friends and families estab-

lishing Challenge Grant II Endowments  
–  Dallas and Anna Bargesser;  Christian 
Chapel Church;  Brandon Dame Memo-
rial;  Brian Evilsizer Memorial;  Dr. Warren 
and Phyllis Petty, and Thomas J. and Leota 
L. Sweetin Christian Memorial.

 Friends who have increased their 
endowments  –  Benton Lions Club;  Bum-
pus Family Scholarship for Truck Driving 
Students;  Dr. Leslie Johnson, and RLC 
Practical Nursing.

 New annual student scholarships  
–  Christian Chapel Church;  Franklin 
County SIA;  George Cybulski;  James 
and Peg Fornear;  Wilma F. Guy;  National 
Illinois Restaurant Association;  South 
Central Home Builders;  Southern Illinois 
Healthcare.

 A grant from State Sen. Gary Forby 
for The Hitting Zone and grant funds from 
Pioneer Hi-Bred International.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Hunt Bonan makes a Challenge 

Grant II and RLCF Endowment pledge.
  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .

 Foundation-sponsored events in-
cluded a luncheon for Rend Lake College 
payroll contributors, the Benton Rotary 
Club Dinner February 14 and the annual 
Ladies Luncheon, with 43 exceptional 
women attending April 28. 

 The RLC Foundation hosted an area 
meeting for foundation representatives 
from John A. Logan College, Shawnee 
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Community College and Southwestern 
Illinois College on September 14.

 Rend Lake College Administrators 
toured the industrial site for Contempri 
Homes in Pinckneyville.

 Pat Kern attended the Southeastern 
Illinois College Foundation CEO tour and 
meeting. 

 Pat and Mark Kern made Florida 
connections with Dr. and Mrs. Allen Y. 
Baker, Mr. and Mrs. James Fornear and 
RLCF Children’s Center donor Marjorie 
Farrar.

2007-08
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2007 . . .

 Foundation net assets reach $5.1 
million, according to audit report shared  
during the organization’s October Board 
meeting. / October ’07

 Rend Lake College and its Founda-
tion give more than $1 million in scholar-
ships and tuition waivers to deserving 
students. / December ’07

 RLC Foundation Challenge Grant II 
reaches 89 percent of the five-year grant 
goal in only three years. / December ’07

 The five-year investment return on 
Challenge Grant I funding is 12.65 per-
cent, taking the balance from $770,000 to 
$12 million. / December ’07

 Rend Lake College employees con-
tribute approximately $9,000 annually 
through payroll deductions. / December ’07

  PROJECTS IN 2007 . . .
 The RLC Foundation was responsi-

ble for construction of the Walls of Honor 
and Walls of Fame to celebrate staff and 
alumni accomplishments and help build 
Rend Lake College tradition.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 RLC Foundation endowments  were 

received from Doris Welch and Thomas B. 
Harrell.

 New friends and families electing to 
establish Challenge Grant II Endowments  
–  Benton Lions Club;  James and Peg 
Fornear, in honor of RLC President Mark 
S. Kern;  Jerry Peacock, in memory of his 
brother, Donald E. Peacock, and Michael 
Dean Memorial.

 Friends who increased their Chal-
lenge Grant II Endowments for the fol-
lowing Memorials  –  Clayton Ragland, 
Craig Rudofski, Blake Trout, Julie Trout 
and G. William Rector.

 Friends increasing their endowment  
–  RLC Practical Nursing program.

 New Annual Student Scholarships 
include  –  RLC Art League;  Brandon 
Dame Memorial;  Craig V. Rudofski Me-
morial;  Noel L. Smith Sr. Art Scholarship, 
and Southern Illinois Healthcare.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .

 Hank Eisenga, Vice President of 
Manufacturing at Continental Tire North 
America, served as the 2007 Rend Lake 
College graduation speaker. 

 Sportsman Jim Fornear was recipi-
ent of the Illinois Field Trials State Award.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 RLCF hosts the Benton Rotary Club  

Dinner on Tuesday, February 13, with the 
RLC Culinary Arts program preparing the 
meal. 

 The Annual Women’s Luncheon was 
prepared by RLC Culinary Arts students 
and staff and was enjoyed by 50 of our 
favorite people on Friday, April 27.

 A record crowd of 360 people at-
tended the 18th Annual RLCF Scholarship 
Banquet.

 CEO Pat Kern was a presenter at the 
Illinois Community College System State 
Conference in Springfield and attended 
the International Association of Profes-
sional Fundraisers Conference in Texas. 

 Florida visits by CEO Pat Kern and 
Mark Kern were extended to founding 
Rend Lake College Trustee Dr. and Mrs. 
Allen Baker, RLCF Board member James 
and Peg Fornear and special Foundation 
friend Marjorie Farrar.

  GIFTS-IN-KIND AND GRANTS . . .
 4R Equipment donated a 15-foot 

Noble 3406B Mix-n-Till to the RLC Agri-
cultural program.

 AMERIGAS Corporation donated a 
Yale Forklift, Los Excavating Inc. donated 
diesel fuel injection components and Ron-
ald Ellis donated a CAT 3406B motor to the 
Heavy Equipment Technology program.

 Crossroads Community Hospital 
donated a GE AMX Portable X-Ray Unit 
and Hamilton County Memorial Hospital 
donated a Kodak Dry Lazer Camera to 
be used in the Radiologic Technology 
program.

 RLC Practical Nursing Associate 
Professor Bonnie Tolbert donated a trans-
port chair to be used to aid physically 
challenged students/visitors on campus.

 Darlene Zimmerman donated 
dresses and costumes to use at Madrigal 
events.

 Don Darnell of Akin donated cos-
tumes to be used in Theatre productions.

 The Schweinfurth Foundation and 
USDA Grants provided support for the 
new Rend Lake College Pre-K Center at 
the MarketPlace in Mt. Vernon.

2008-09
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2008 . . .

 Rend Lake College and the RLCF 
awarded more than $1.3 million in schol-
arships and tuition waivers for the 2008-09 
academic year. / December ’08

 At the 2008 Annual Dinner, M-Class 
Mining, LLC, Sugar Camp Energy and 
Cline Resources were honored in response 
to their $100,000 gift towards the Coal 
Mine Training Center. 

 During the 2008 RLCF Annual Meet-
ing, which attracted a crowd estimated at 
300, Challenge Grant II participants were 
recognized and presented with awards 
for their commitment to Rend Lake Col-
lege students and the RLCF.  There are 23 
Challenge Grants.

 RLC Foundation endowment funds, 
in spite of less-than-favorable market 
conditions, have always  been able to pay 
out a guarantee of 5 percent on endowed 
scholarships.

 Rend Lake College employees con-
tribute approximately $35,000 annually 
through payroll deductions.

  PROJECTS IN 2008 . . .
 Fourteen students benefited from 

a “Topics in Social Science” Class Trip to 
New York City sponsored by the RLCF. 

 The RLCF sponsored the RLC Com-
munity Chorus trip to perform at Walt 
Disney World’s Magic Kingdom.

 The RLCF funded the renaming of 
the Mark S. Kern Applied Science Center.

 Over $2,800 was raised to sup-
port RLC student-athlete Boaz Lalang’s 
travel expenses for the Kenya Olympic 
Team Trials.  Rend Lake College and the 
Foundation sent Track Coach/Athletic 
Director Brent McLain to support Lalang 
and represent his Ina in China 800M bid 
at the 2008 Beijing Games.  

 After supporting all renovation costs 
for the RLC MarketPlace Pre-K Center in 
Mt. Vernon, estimated at approximately 
$130,000, the Foundation donated all 
assets associated with the facility to the 
college.

 Established the Major Gift Award 
Wall located in the Private Dining Room.

 Raised more than $72,000 to support  
the RLC Theatre Renovation Project.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 The Dr. Allen Y. Baker and Stella 

M. Baker Scholarship Endowment was 
established by the namesakes with a gift 
of $100,000.

 Other endowments established  –  
Karen L. Bertschi Memorial Scholarship 
and Brian C. Fleri Memorial Scholarship.

 Challenge Grant II Scholarship 
Endowments Established  –  Dr. Robert 
and Marilyn Parks Scholarship, Arnistine 
Tolbert Memorial Scholarship and Carlos 
and Bonnie Tolbert Scholarship.

 Annual scholarships started  –  
Wendy Jo Brown Memorial Scholarship, 
Crossroads Community Hospital Scholar-
ship, St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Scholar-



92 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

ship and RLC Financial Aid Department 
Scholarship.

  DIRECTOR HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Hunt Bonan, People’s National Bank 

Chairman of the Board, was honored as 
Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce 
“Citizen of the Year.” 

 Walgreens Distribution Manager 
Chris Johnson, the 2006 RLCF “Alum-
nus of the Year,” served as the keynote 
speaker for the 2008 Rend Lake College 
Commencement.

 Wayne Asberry, retired Anheuser-
Busch Distribution Manager, was recog-
nized as one of the Southern Illinois Busi-
ness Journal 2008 “Leaders Among Us.”

 Recently retired RLC President Mark 
S. Kern was granted Emeritus status on 
the RLC Foundation Board of Directors.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The Foundation hosted the Benton 

Rotary Club Thursday night, February 14, 
for a dinner prepared by Culinary Arts 
students. 

 The RLC Theatre Gala catered by the 
Culinary Arts program was held Thurs-
day evening, March 27.

 A Major Gift Award Reception on 
Thursday, April 17, attracted 76 special 
guests.  The event was catered by RLC’s 
Culinary Arts program.

 The Annual Distinguished Women’s 
Luncheon was prepared by RLC Culinary 
Arts and was enjoyed by 45 exceptional la-
dies who accepted Foundation invitations 
to attend the Friday, April 18, gathering. 

 The RLC Foundation hosted an 
intimate dinner with Dr. and Mrs. Allen 
Baker and friends of Rend Lake College 
on Thursday, May 8.

 A Retirement Party for President 
Mark S. Kern was held Friday, June 13, to 
celebrate his 39 years of service to RLC.

 A Wall of Fame Reception was at-
tended by 85 former student-athletes and 
family members on Friday, June 20.

 Evertt Atkinson presented his first 
published book to Dr. Evelyn Claxton, 
retired Liberal Arts Division Chair and 
frequent Institute for Learning in Retire-
ment presenter, on Thursday, July 24.

 The first RLC Bonnie School Agri-
culture Reunion brought 60 alumni and 
friends to campus Friday, July 25.

 The Foundation was proud to wel-
come home 2008 Beijing Olympian Boaz 
Lalang by hosting an event in honor of the 
native Kenyan Wednesday, September 3.

2009-10
  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2009 . . .

 The RLC Foundation picked the 
perfect opportunity to make an awesome 
announcement:  A supportive group of 
about 370 close friends attending the 

2009 RLCF Annual Dinner Meeting were 
informed by CEO Pat Kern total giving 
since 1992 has reached $11 million!

“This is a very exciting announcement, 
and we are very thankful to each and 
every contributor who has made this pos-
sible,” commented Kern. / December ’09

 The Challenge Grant II Scholarship 
Endowment program wrapped up at the 
end of September.  All Challenge Grants 
met their pledges, and paired with the 
one-for-one match, more than $730,000 
was received.  This amount will benefit 
Rend Lake College students for years and 
years to come. / December ’09

 The RLC Foundation awarded more 
than $330,000 in student scholarships for 
the 2009-10 academic year.

 Rend Lake College employees con-
tribute approximately $33,000 annually 
through payroll deductions.

  PROJECT FUNDING . . .
 The RLC Foundation sponsorship of 

Liberal Arts Division Chair Henry “Bust-
er” Leeck, Dean of Student Services Lisa 
Price and eight others  –  RLC students, 
graduates and Associate English Profes-
sor Rebecca Biggs  –  enabled the group to 
attend the 2009 Presidential Inauguration  
in Washington, D.C. in January. 

 RLC students Michael Bell and Re-
bekah Brewer were awarded scholarships 
to assist their travel to study internation-
ally during Fall 2009 Semester.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Challenge Grant II Foundation

Endowments
• Anheuser-Busch Inc.
• Hunt Bonan
• First Cellular of Southern Illinois
• Walgreens Distribution

 Challenge Grant II Scholarships
• Dallas Carl / Anna Mae Bargesser Nursing
• Benton Lions Club
• Clifton Caldwell Memorial
• Christian Chapel Church
• Brandon Dame Memorial
• Michael Dean Memorial
• Evilsizer Family Memorial
• Frank and W. Juanita Kern Memorial
• Mark S. Kern
• Leeck Family
• George / Anna Orshak 
     and Paul / Bernice Petty Memorial
• Dr. Robert and Marilyn Parks
• Donald E. Peacock Nursing
• Clayton Charles Ragland Memorial
• G. William “Billy” Rector
• Rubenacker Family
• Craig V. Rudofski
• Rend Lake College Foundation
• RLC Students for Students Art
• Thomas J. and Leota L. Sweeten
     Christian Memorial Fund

• Arnistine Tolbert Memorial
• Carlos and Bonnie Tolbert
• Blake Trout Memorial
• Julie Trout Memorial

 Black Diamond Harley-Davidson of 
Marion provided $500 scholarships to 12 
students for the 2009-10 academic year in 
an effort to give back to surrounding com-
munities.  The RLC Foundation matched 
these scholarships one-for-one.

 Endowment Scholarship established  
–  Evilsizer Family Memorial Scholarship.

 Annual scholarships established  
–  Shirley Jenkins Nursing Memorial 
Scholarship, RLC Bookstore Scholarship, 
Warren-Holler Memorial and the North 
Carolina Coal Institute Scholarship.

  DIRECTOR / STAFF HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Dr. Charles “Bill” Roe is recognized 

as one of the 2009 Southern Business Journal
“Leaders Among Us.” 

 Shawna Manion of Mt. Vernon 
joined the RLC Foundation as Assistant 
Director in February.  In March, she at-
tended a week-long training session in 
Chicago for the Foundation’s donor/
contribution software, Raiser’s Edge.

 CEO Pat Kern attended the Illinois 
Community College Trustees Association 
Distinguished Individuals Conference in 
Chicago in May.

 In September, Kern and Manion at-
tended the Southern Illinois Volunteerism 
Conference in Mt. Vernon.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 The 2009 RLCF Annual Dinner 

Meeting boasted an attendance of more 
than 350 people on December 3.  Enter-
taining those guests fell to Music Direc-
tor Sara Alstat and the RLC Community 
Chorus, accompanied by Caitlin Luckett 
and Amber South, and Music Instructor 
Mark Mikulay and the RLC Concert Band.  

 The Coal Mine Training Center Open 
House was conducted August 11, with 
more than 200 in attendance.

 Pat and Mark Kern hosted the Octo-
ber RLCF Board of Director’s meeting at 
their home on Snowflake Farm.  The din-
ner prepared by Pat, according to Board 
minutes, offered “a great variety of flavors 
directly from their land.”

 In addition to longtime co-sponsors, 
the RLC MarketPlace and RLC Golf Out-
let, other major sponsors of the 2009 Golf 
Tourney were DDI Media, Eggemeyer 
Associates Architects, Inc., Illinois Con-
servation Foundation, J & J Ventures and 
St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Hospital. 

 As has been the custom for many 
years, the RLC Foundation hosted the 
Rotary Club of Benton March 13 for din-
ner, prepared by Culinary Arts students.

 The Annual Distinguished Women’s 
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Luncheon likewise was prepared by RLC 
Culinary Arts and was appreciated by 40 
“special” friends of the sponsoring RLC 
Foundation April 17.

 Almost 300 people attended the 20th 
Annual Scholarship Banquet October 15.

  GIFTS-IN-KIND . . .
 Joy Manufacturing donated a Con-

tinuous Miner valued at $185,000 to the 
RLC Foundation to be used for educa-
tional purposes in the Coal Mine Training 
Center. 

 Walgreens Distribution Center 
donated a conveyor and parts valued at 
$25,000 to be used in the Coal Mine Train-
ing Center.

 Blachere Illumination, USA donated 
$4,360 of lighting to be used in the new 
Coal Mine Training Center.

 Fairfield Memorial Hospital donated 
a GE Control Console to be used in the 
Rend Lake College Radiology program. 

 The Honorable Kurt Granberg do-
nated office furniture valued at $2,500 to 
be used in the Administration Building.

  GRANTS . . .
 The Foundation received $25,000 

from the Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity for the construc-
tion of The Hitting Zone HVAC unit. 

 On August 25, the RLCF received 
a $2,000 grant through US Bank for the 
Culinary Arts program.  The Foundation 
donates $1,000 in addition to the grant, 
helping the Culinary Arts program to 
purchase a freezer for educational use.

  MORE STUDENT SUCCESS . . .
 Aaron Holt, 16, of Mt. Vernon quali-

fied for the YMCA Swimming National 
Championships on April 6 in Ft. Lauder-
dale, FL.  The RLAY Otters, the youthful 
team that calls the Rend Lake College 
Aquatics Center home, hosted their first 
swim meet on October 10.

  IN MEMORY . . .
 The RLC Foundation lost some very 

good friends of the college during 2009  –
• Bradley Evilsizer
• Rosemary Carnes
• David Atchison
• Elwanda Woolley

2010-11
  GOAL NO. 1 - SCHOLARSHIPS
• Awarded 500+ scholarships
• Helped 400+ students
• Income for endowed scholarships
     totaled $100,000
• Consistent yield in excess of 5 percent
     for scholarship-funding investments

  AUDITED NET ASSETS
• 1992  –  $150,000
• 2010  –  $3.9 million

  ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2010 . . .
 Challenge Grant II Scholarships 

were awarded for the first time, benefiting 
28 students and totaling almost $15,000 
awarded to date.

 The RLC Foundation awarded more 
than $475,000 in scholarships for the 2010-
11 academic year.

 During the past year, the RLCF 
awarded more than $40,000 in extra en-
dowment funds to help  make up for cuts 
in tuition waivers.

 Rend Lake College employees con-
tribute approximately $33,000 annually 
through payroll deductions.

  PROJECTS . . .
 The RLC Foundation accepts the 

challenge from Dr. Gene Stotlar, a former 
Board member, to expand the Rend Lake 
College Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville 
Campus . . . and begins the quest to raise 
$400,000 in order to add a Science Lab to 
the facility.

On September 9, more than 75 indi-
viduals were in attendance for a Press 
Conference at the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus for the announce-
ment of the new Science Lab addition.

  SCHOLARSHIPS . . .
 Black Diamond Harley-Davidson of 

Marion provided $500 scholarships to 12 
students for the 2010-11 academic year in 
an effort to give back to surrounding com-
munities.  The RLC Foundation matched 
these scholarships one-for-one.

 An Endowment Scholarship was 
established  –  the Victor and Betty Rapp 
Scholarship.

 Annual Scholarships established  
–  Amanda Peyton Memorial Scholarship 
(Mt. Vernon Rotary), Community First 
Bank Scholarship and RLC Homecoming 
Scholarship.

 The RLC Foundation continues to 
co-sponsor the Mt. Vernon Rotary STRIVE 
Scholarship with the Delta Theta Tau – 
Vermadel M. Wood Endowment.

  BOARD HIGHLIGHTS . . .
 Dr. Gene and Ramona Stotlar of 

Pinckneyville were awarded the Bronze 
Major Gift Award upon his retirement 
from the Board in 2010.

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Entertainment for the 2010 Annual 

Dinner Meeting Thursday, December 2, 
stayed “in-house.”  Pre-Dinner Music 
was provided by the Rend Lake College 
Community Chorus (Director Sara Alstat, 
RLC Music Director).  Dinner Music was 
provided by the Rend Lake College Con-
cert Band (Director Mark Mikulay, RLC 
Music Instructor).  

 The 2010 RLC Foundation Open 

Golf Tournament was co-sponsored for 
the ninth year in a row by the Rend Lake 
College MarketPlace and the Rend Lake 
College Golf Outlet.  Additional major 
sponsors were Eggemeyer Associates Ar-
chitects, Inc.;  All-Stars-N-Stitches;  Egypt 
Trophy;  Pepsi MidAmerica, and Koerner 
Distribution.

 The Annual Distinguished Women’s 
Luncheon was prepared by the RLC Cu-
linary Arts program and was enjoyed by 
40 exceptional women on April 9.

 More than 330 people attended the 
21st Annual Scholarship Banquet held 
October 21.

  GIFTS-IN-KIND . . .
 Pillar Innovations, LLC donates an 

Atmospheric Monitoring System, valued 
at $50,000, to be used as a training tool for 
the simulated underground coal mine. 

 The City of Hurst donates a used fire 
truck, valued at $1,500, to be used for fire 
training.

 A. Ben Mitchell, Mitchell Law Office, 
P.C., donates professional services totaling 
$4,613.75 towards contract work.

 A donor who preferred to remain 
anonymous gives a 1998 Freightliner FLD 
120 Semi (value $18,000) to be used in the 
repair segment of the Truck Driver Train-
ing program.

 Barbara Hampton donates a flute to 
be used in Music classes. 

 All-Stars-N-Stitches donates a ban-
ner valued at $400 to be displayed on 
campus welcoming participants to sum-
mer camps.

 Jody Schenk donates an upright bass 
instrument, valued at $800, to be used in 
the Music program.

 Willis Haegele Welding donates 
stainless steal and aluminum, valued at 
$9,490.29, to be used in Welding classes.

 Mine & Process Services donates a 
pocket mine anemometer, valued at $259, 
to be used in Coal Mining Training classes.

 Pinckneyville Community Hospital  
donates 10 hospital beds  –  beds, over bed 
tables and a bedside table  –  valued at 
$25,735.82 to be used in the Allied Health 
Division.

 Clinton Electric Inc. donates labor 
and equipment in the form of athletic field 
improvements valued at $1,000.

2011-12
  PATRIOT COAL DONATION ‘MASSIVE’
Patriot Coal recently donated a shuttle 

car to the Rend Lake College Coal Mining 
Technology program.  The 30-ton piece of 
equipment, used in the process of trans-
porting coal to the surface, arrived at its 
new home on November 4.

The donation is estimated at $65,000-
$75,000.  Patriot Coal Corporation was 
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recognized at the RLC Foundation Annual 
Dinner Meeting.

Vice President of Midwest Operations 
Larry Millburg accepted the award.  “On 
behalf of Patriot Coal, I thank you very 
much for this award,” he said.  “We are 
proud to continue the education of coal 
miners in the Illinois Basin.”

Mining Technology Associate Profes-
sor Dave Colombo said the shuttle car is 
an invaluable piece in what has become 
a healthy inventory of practical training 
equipment at the RLC Coal Mining Train-
ing Center.  

The inventory  –  including equipment 
purchased by RLC and the generosity of 
outside supporters like Patriot Coal  –  in-
cludes a roof bolter, power center, continu-
ous miner, mantrip, atmospheric monitor-
ing system, cable, mini-trac, autoMated 
fire training system and tunnel and refuge 
chamber inside the CMTC’s 10,000-square-
foot mock underground mine.
 The JOY Model 10SC32B shuttle car is 
one of the largest pieces of equipment on-
site.  Heavy Equipment Instructor Zach 
Vahlkamp and his students  provided help 
unloading the 60,000-pound “challenge.”
 “This shuttle car is a tremendous part 
of our ability to provide the most realistic 
training experience possible,” Colombo 
added.  “This is what students are going 
to see in the field.  This is as real as it gets.”
 Enrollment in Mining Technology degree 
and certificate programs has soared since 
being resurrected by RLC in 2008.  There is 
currently a waiting list to get in the program, 
according to college officials. /December ’11

  SPECIAL EVENTS . . .
 Entertainment for the 2011 Annual 

Dinner Meeting Thursday, December 1, 
again stayed “in-house.”  Pre-Dinner Mu-
sic was provided by the Rend Lake Col-
lege Concert Choir (Director Sara Alstat, 
RLC Music Director).  Dinner Music was 
compliments of the Rend Lake College 
Concert Band (Director Amber William-
son, RLC Music Instructor).

 Shawna Manion takes over as RLC 
Foundation CEO. / January ’12

 RLCF Children’s Center Director 
Brooke Pulke receives Gateways to Op-
portunity ECE Credential Level 5, Infant 
Toddler Credential Level 5 and the Illinois 
Director Credential Level II.  Credentials 
are awarded through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Human Services Bureau of Child 
Care and Development and recognized 
by the State of Illinois. / January ’12

 A raffle to raise scholarship funding 
for Practical Nursing students generates 
more than $2,700. / March ’12

  ALLEN TRUCKING DONATES SHIELDS
The RLC Foundation recently received 

another beneficial piece of training equip-
ment for the Mining Technology program, 
thanks to a team effort of Allen Trucking 
LLC owner Russell Allen, American Coal 
Company and White Oak Resources 
General Manager of Operations Steve 
Rowland.

Allen, a Rend Lake College alumnus 
and avid supporter of the college and 
Foundation, contributed two shield sup-
port systems for students to use.  A shield 
is an automated piece of equipment that 
uses hydraulic lifts for roof support.  Its 
development revolutionized fully auto-
mated longwall mining operations, both 
from a production standpoint and in 
regard to the health and safety of miners.

“Once again, our Mining program 
finds an opportunity to get its hands on 
some great training equipment because 
of the awareness and consideration of our 
friends in the industry,” said RLC Presi-
dent Terry Wilkerson.  “Our students are 
very fortunate to have these individuals 
in their corner and I would like to think 
employers see these donations as an in-
vestment in their future employees.” 
/ March ’12  

2012-13
  CRIMINAL JUSTICE ROUNDUP
The first Criminal Justice Roundup for 

Scholarships raised almost $3,000 on Oc-
tober 29, thanks to a sizable contribution 
from the State’s Attorney Drug Forfeiture 
Fund.  All proceeds will go toward new 
scholarships designed for Criminal Justice 
students.

RLC Instructor Ron Meeks said the 
scholarships could go to help students 
with tuition, fees, books and possibly 
during times of hardship. 

“I think the event turned out great and 
I was extremely impressed with everyone 
who took time out of their day to come 
out and support the Criminal Justice pro-
gram,” said one of the speakers, 23-year-
old student and Army National Guard 
member Patrice LeNard.

Those in attendance included several 
leaders in the local criminal justice field.

Illinois Second Judicial Circuit Court 
Judge Nicole Villani and Jefferson County 
State’s Attorney Doug Hoffman made an 
appearance.  They presented the Roundup  
with a check in the amount of $1,000;  
funds for the donation were from the 
State’s Attorney Drug Forfeiture Fund. 
/ October ’12

[The Second Annual Criminal Justice 
Roundup for Scholarships in 2013 likewise 
brought in approximately $3,000.] 

  ANNUAL DINNER 2012
 The Rend Lake College Foundation 

honored three Major Gift Award winners 

Thursday night at its 2012 Annual Dinner 
Meeting, held at the Mt. Vernon Holiday 
Inn. The common thread among these re-
cipients  –  they are all RLC graduates who 
chose to give back to their alma mater.  

RLC President Terry Wilkerson received 
a Bronze Major Gift Award, reserved for 
contributions exceeding $10,000.  Wilker-
son, 40, of Dahlgren, was named RLC’s 
seventh President earlier this year. 

After graduating from high school in 
McLeansboro, Wilkerson earned his As-
sociate in Applied Science Degree from 
RLC in 1992.  He transferred to Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale, where 
he graduated with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree and Master of Science Degree. 
He was an Instructor and Division Chair 
in RLC’s Applied Science and Advanced 
Technology Division prior to becoming 
President. 

He also is a local farmer.  His family’s 
business, Wilkerson Farms, includes more 
than 1,000 acres of farmland in Hamilton 
County.  Wilkerson was a finalist for a na-
tional Outstanding Young Farmer Award 
in 2009.  He is involved in various com-
munity activities and serves as a member 
of multiple local organizations, along with 
sitting on the Southern Illinois Collegiate 
Common Market Board and Southern Il-
linois Workforce Investment Board.

“I give to the Foundation because it’s 
important to me that I give back to this 
institution that has given so much to 
me,” Wilkerson said. “I am definitely an 
advocate for supporting RLC through the 
Foundation and I won’t ask anyone to do 
anything I’m not willing to do myself.”

RLCF Board Member Mary Pericolosi, a 
businesswoman from Pinckneyville, also 
received a Bronze Major Gift Award. Peri-
colosi is an RLC alumna who joined the 
RLCF Board in 2010. She transferred her 
degree from RLC to McKendree Univer-
sity where she earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Biopsychology.  She also completed 
two years in the Occupational Therapy 
program at Washington University. 

Pericolosi and her husband, Lawrence, 
are the owners and operators of Custom 
By Contempri Inc./Gateway Develop-
ment in Pinckneyville. The company 
builds neighborhoods; developing com-
mercial offices, churches, community 
centers, assisted living facilities and more 
throughout the region.

The third Bronze Major Gift Award win-
ner Thursday night was the Drew family 
from Benton.  This family has supported 
RLC students for years, in may ways, 
including the John D. and S.L. Cookie 
Drew Scholarship.  The scholarship hon-
ors their mother, who lives in Benton, and 
the memory of their father, John D. Drew, 



  EXCELLENCE IN FOUNDATIONS AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  95

a longtime Benton Attorney who passed 
away in 2009.  Their sons, Bryan and Jason 
Drew, are both Attorneys in Benton and 
operate the family law firm. Bryan, who 
serves the college as Chairman of its Board 
of Trustees, said RLC is a family tradition.

“Myself, my mom, my dad and my 
brother all got our start with college at 
Rend Lake,” he said. “We all went there 
under different circumstances, but all got 
the start we needed to move forward. My 
father was the first in his family to go to 
college and so was my mother in her fam-
ily.  So Rend Lake made a lot possible for 
our family.  It’s important to our family 
to give kids the good beginning to college 
that we all had.”

“He thought a great deal of Rend Lake,” 
Bryan said of his father. “This is a small 
way for our family to make sure the name 
John D. Drew continues to help people 
like the man did when he was alive.”

 Jim Leuty received the RLCF Presi-
dential Award.  Leuty, 49, is a CPA and 
partner at Krehbiel and Associates.  He 
is one of the newer members to the RLCF 
Board;  however, his firm’s work on the 
Foundation’s audit in past years makes 
him very familiar with its functions and 
an ideal addition as a Director.

With another firm conducting the most 
recent audits of the RLCF, Leuty found 
himself on the other side of the process.  

Hall said Leuty was active in a series 
of long meetings about the audit.  “His 
expertise was vital,” said Hall. “I can’t 
thank him enough for his willingness to 
go above and beyond for the Foundation. 
It was reassuring to have him there as we 
went through the audit. But it doesn’t 
stop with the audit. Jim is always there 
to help out with our monthly financials 
or anything else we need.”

  IN-KIND COMPUTER DONATION
On January 24, the RLC Foundation 

received an anonymous donation of 25 
computers  –  HP Compacts 6500 desk-
tops with four gigabytes of RAM and 320 
gigabytes of hard drive space.  Compared 
to a recent buy of similar computers, the 
lot would have cost the college more than 
$19,000.

“This type of donation is a perfect ex-
ample of the different ways to give to RLC, 
and in turn our students and the com-
munity we serve,” said Foundation CEO 
Shawna Manion.  “Gift-in-kind donations  
are just as essential to ensuring our high 
standards in education as monetary dona-
tions.”

According to Andrea Witthoft, Vice 
President of Institutional Effectiveness, 
the computers will go to various areas 
throughout the institution, including the 
Automotive program, Coal Mine Training 

Center and four to the Applied Science 
Building for student usage. /January ’13

2013-14
  ANNUAL DINNER 2013

 Teamwork was the word of the 
evening for recognitions and presenta-
tions featured at the Rend Lake College 
Foundation Annual Dinner held recently 
in Mt. Vernon.

Alumnus of the Year Trish Reed (West 
Chicago), introduced by RLC Founda-
tion CEO Shawna Manion, kicked off the 
program.

Originally from Scheller, Reed attended 
RLC from 1985-1987. She majored in 
finance and played for the Lady Warriors 
under Coach James “Hummer” Waugh.

“When Shawna first told me about 
this honor, I was speechless, and I’m not 
speechless very often,” said Reed. “That 
moment was a ‘wow’ moment, but I am 
more appreciative of the ‘ah-ha’ moment 
that my experiences at Rend Lake College 
have brought me to. 

“When I decided to get involved with 
RLC again, I contacted Shawna, and 
within a month, I was on my first trip back 
to Rend Lake College since 1987.” 

“I was what we call a big fish in a small 
pond, and upon coming to Rend Lake 
College, I found I was now a small fish 
in a very big pond,” said Reed. “It was a 
humbling experience for me, but it’s one I 
wouldn’t trade for anything. I learned that 
what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger, 
and Coach Waugh helped me understand 
what my role was, despite how many 
minutes I played. He took a gamble on 
me, and in the spirit of paying it forward, 
I’ve taken a gamble on people at Navistar 
and it’s helped me tremendously.”

“Obviously teamwork was a huge part 
of my time at Rend Lake College, and I 
think teamwork is a very important at-
tribute. I’m proud to be a part of the team 
that is the Rend Lake College Foundation 
and it’s been a pleasure working with 
Shawna. Overall, I want to support the 
impact that a junior college had on my 
life and the great impact that Ina, Illinois, 
can have on students in the future.”

Reed also created an endowment in 
memory of her father  –  the C. H. Reed 
Memorial Scholarship.

 Two Rend Lake College programs 
also were highlighted for their teamwork  
–  the Allied Health Division and the Min-
ing Technology program.

RLC President Terry Wilkerson said of 
the two programs, “When we have such 
great partnerships, we’re standing on the 
shoulders of giants in our communities. 
They’ve been about doing what we need 
to do and doing it right.”

In connection with Mining Technology, 
the announcement of six new scholarships 
for Coal Mining students was made by 
Master of Ceremonies Jim Muir.  The 
Timothy Keith Chamness Memorial Schol-
arship honors an individual who died on 
February 13 in a mine accident at Prairie 
Eagle South Mine.

“While nothing can replace the grief of 
losing a child, these scholarships are turn-
ing some of that grief into generosity and 
tragedy into triumph.  They’re providing 
opportunities to students, and they will be 
a great and lasting legacy for Tim,” said 
Muir, also a former coal miner.

Jim Chamness, Tim’s father and Guid-
ance Counselor at Zeigler-Royalton High 
School, spoke on behalf of the family and 
the scholarship.

“We decided we want to keep Tim’s 
name and memory alive in the form of 
a scholarship,” he said. “There are many 
generous people out there, including Steve 
Carter, the president of Knight Hawk Coal 
Company.  He and the employees of the 
mine donated their $500 safety bonus 
for the quarter to the scholarship fund. 
They allowed us the opportunity to turn 
that $60,000 into an endowment with the 
Foundation, and hopefully, it will help 
other students. We want to help the chil-
dren of the Rend Lake College district and 
many more students in the future.”

 Two final honors, both surprises, 
were awarded to two of the longest 
members of the RLC Foundation Board of 
Directors:  Hunt Bonan and Rich Yunkus. 
Bonan has served on the board for 25 years 
and Yunkus for the past 20 years.

“Rich manages investments for the 
Foundation, and he works tirelessly to do 
the best for us.  I guarantee he thinks about 
the Foundation daily,” said Manion. 

Yunkus thanked the Foundation for the 
award, stating, “You can’t help but see 
the Rend Lake College Foundation when 
you walk around campus.  What a great 
group of people, and I love to work with 
all of them to help Rend Lake College.  It’s 
with everyone’s help and support that we 
do what we can, and it’s an honor to be a 
part of this tremendous organization.”

Wilkerson honored Bonan with the 
award as a personal friend and mentor.

“It’s a great honor to receive this to-
night,” said Bonan. “It’s amazing how 
many people Rend Lake College and the 
Foundation support.  If you ever think the 
world is going bad or going the wrong 
way, come sit by some of the students at 
our Annual Scholarship Dinner, and you’ll 
leave thinking positive thoughts about 
them and the future.”

 The Annual Dinner, which had been 
rescheduled due to inclement weather, 
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originally was to feature the RLC Warriors 
Basketball team for its NJCAA Division 
II National Championship win last year;  
however, the Warriors were playing the 
evening of the rescheduled event.

2014-15
  ANNUAL DINNER 2014

 Recognized as part of the 2014 RLCF 
Annual Dinner festivities was the “Path-
way to Success” campaign. The summer 
project upgraded the front façade of the 
Allen Y. Baker Administration Building 
by renovating it to be more inviting and 
identifiable for students. The Foundation 
also matched each dollar raised to estab-
lish the largest endowment scholarship 
ever for future RLC students. 

Early into the project, Continental Tire 
the Americas (CTA) of Mt. Vernon became 
the lead contributor with a $25,000 pledge.

Commented RLC President Terry 
Wilkerson, “We looked at what the col-
lege’s needs are and decided to tackle 
the front entrance of the administration 
building with the ‘Pathway to Success’ 
campaign. Every one of our students 
comes through those doors at some 
point, whether it’s for financial aid or to 
sign up for classes. I commend the Foun-
dation Board for stepping up to the op-
portunity and making the campus really 
stand out. 

“The campaign has also become our 
largest Foundation scholarship endow-
ment ever. It goes to show we have a lot 
of great supporters and partners, and 
Continental Tire continues to be at the 
top of that list.”

Wilkerson awarded Benny Harmse, Vice
President of Manufacturing at CTA, the 
President’s Award for his efforts in help-
ing with the lead donation for the Path-
way to Success campaign, and for going 
“above and beyond.” Harmse is a mem-
ber of the RLC Foundation Board.

“We have an excellent team of Direc-
tors who are my biggest allies and great-
est supporters, and Benny is a perfect 
example of that. When I showed Benny 
there was a need, he stepped up right 
away. Our community has a great ally 
in Benny Harmse and Continental Tire 
the Americas,” added Foundation CEO 
Shawna Bullard.

 Each stage of education at Rend 
Lake College was highlighted during the 
RLC Foundations Annual Dinner, held 
at the Holiday Inn in Mt. Vernon on De-
cember 4.  Both starting and ending with 
the RLCF Children’s Center, the dinner 
emphasized the “pathway to success” and 
the full circle education makes at RLC.

Jim Muir, Master of Ceremonies, said it 
best, “No matter where you’re at in life, 

Rend Lake College can be your pathway 
to success.”  

Muir, the 2009 Alumnus of the Year, 
began by introducing Marjorie Farrar, the 
catalyst and driving force who made the 
lead donation of $100,000 to the Children’s 
Center in 1995 and then encouraged her 
friends to do the same.

Farrar’s donation was matched by local 
businessman Coyn Mateer and the ball 
started rolling to build the center, which 
opened in 1998.  Farrar, though unable to 
attend the Annual Dinner, was thanked 
by several of the center’s former students.

“I learned many things at the Children’s 
Center,” said Austin Crouse, son of RLC 
Pre-School Head Teacher Rene Crouse, 
and a fifth-grader living in Salem. “Some 
of the things I learned were how to talk, 
walk, say my ABCs and do addition. It 
gave me a great start.”

Brothers Chase and Nathan Ragland of 
Sesser said they are too old for the Chil-
dren’s Center now, but they both antici-
pate coming back to campus in the future.  
The children of Lori Ragland, RLC Dean 
of Community and Corporate Education, 
Chase and Nathan both spoke about the 
friendships they have made on campus.

“I made many of my lifetime friends 
there and I look forward to coming back 
every year for the Kids Summer Camps,” 
said Nathan.

“I remember that, every day, I couldn’t 
wait to get back to school,” added Chase, 
now 16 years old and one of the first Chil-
dren’s Center students. “My favorite part 
was taking walks through the beautiful 
campus and sometimes running into my 
mom. I hope to see you all in a few years 
when I come back to Rend Lake as a col-
lege student.”

Next at the podium were two RLC stu-
dents who received scholarships through 
the RLC Foundation.  CEO Shawna Bul-
lard introduced Austin Endicott (Macedo-
nia) and Gwendolyn Upton (Texico), and 
added she was thankful for all the donors 
who continue to give so these students can 
keep reaching for their dreams.

“Scholarships are a huge part of what 
the Foundation does.  They’re a big deal,” 
said Bullard.  “It’s so hard to read stories, 
like those from Austin and Gwen, and 
have to make the decision of who should 
receive a scholarship or how much. 
Thankfully, I have a wonderful Scholar-
ship Committee and donors, and together, 
I think we make the best decisions.”

Endicott said the Foundation scholar-
ship he received from the State Bank of 
Whittington has made a huge impact 
on the journey he is making through his 
education. His personal pathway to suc-
cess started when he was a senior in high 

school, living on a friend’s couch and with 
no mentors to help him reach his goals.

“Life will throw you curveballs, and 
most of mine have been when I was 
young.  Through it all, I knew I wanted 
my education and I wanted to be some-
one I thought was a good person,” said 
Endicott.  “I found both of those things 
at Rend Lake and the Foundation. Rend 
Lake College is a place I’m proud to be a 
part of and I’ve learned that I love learn-
ing. The Foundation didn’t just give me 
a scholarship, they believed in me. I want 
to say thank you all very much for that.”

As a non-traditional student, Upton 
shared her different experiences in life 
before coming to RLC, mainly the drastic 
changes her life made after the passing 
of her father-in-law and the recession in 
2008.  She said it was the Dr. Gary Sweeten 
Isaiah 61 Scholarship that helped push her 
toward becoming a full-time student in 
the Nursing program.

“Never in my life did I think I’d be 
in the place I’m at today,” said Upton. 
“Everything fell apart after my father-in-
law passed away.  We lost everything.  I 
decided I wanted to go back to school to 
become an RN, but I had never been to 
college before, so imagine my surprise 
when I received a letter telling me I had 
received a scholarship from Rend Lake 
College. 

“I am so blessed. I now know it’s never 
too late to achieve a dream God put in 
your heart.  I’ve learned the most impor-
tant things in life aren’t things at all.  As 
I often tell my daughter, ‘It’s okay to be 
afraid, just do it afraid,’ and that’s what 
has kept me going.”

 The final stop on the journey 
through education came back to Marjorie 
Farrar and the RLCF Children’s Center.  
Farrar’s son, Fletcher, spoke on her behalf 
and made a big announcement.

“My mother wanted to thank you all 
for this honor and recognition tonight. 
She’s always had a special love for the 
RLC Foundation Children’s Center and 
it always brings a smile to her face when 
she talks about it,” said Farrar. “I’m 
pleased to announce she will be giving 
a $100,000 donation to the Children’s 
Center to continue helping the center as 
it expands and grows to meet the needs 
of the college and the community.”

Farrar was the initial lead donor for 
the Children’s Center project in 1995 
with a $100,000 donation.

“Marjorie is with us in heart and in 
spirit every day on campus,” said Bullard. 
“She makes this whole pathway to success 
possible through her financial support of 
our littlest RLC Warriors.”
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SCHOLARSHIPS  /  MILESTONES
Rend Lake College Foundation

2010-11 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15

No. of Annual 
Scholarships Awarded  100  133  127
Total Amount of
Annual Scholarships   $129,344 $137,800 $122,021

No. of Endowed
Scholarships Awarded   90 124 137
Total Amount of
Endowed Scholarships   $73,513 $83,038 $84,502

No. of Outside
Scholarships Awarded   350 314 281
Total Amount of
Outside Scholarships   $188,253 $233,707 $204,512

TOTAL AWARDED  * 558 540 571 545

TOTAL AMOUNT  $430,000 $391,110 $454,545 $411,035
     *  321 student recipients

     Total Amount Awarded in 2001  –  $150,000          Total Amount in 1992  –  $42,700

MILESTONES TO DATE / 2011  –  

    $4 million in Scholarships Awarded to RLC Students

        $11 million-plus in Total Donations to Rend Lake College / RLCF

        $1,929,316 Scholarship Endowment Fund Total
2001  –  $475,430 Scholarship Endowment 
1992  –  $104,647 Scholarship Endowment    

   $4.5 million in RLC Foundation Current Net Assets ($3.9M Restricted)
 2001  –  $1.7 million RLC Foundation Assets
 1992  –  $178,000 RLC Foundation Assets

MILESTONE UPDATE / 2015  –  

        $5 million in Scholarships Awarded to RLC Students   

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS
Rend Lake College Foundation

  2013 ANNUAL DINNER  /  
 Hunt Bonan (Mt. Vernon)
 Rich Yunkus (Benton)

  2008-09  /  HOURGLASS RECIPIENT
 Hunt Bonan (Mt. Vernon)
 Board Chair, Peoples National Bank and Wayne County Bank
 President / CEO, Market Street Bancshares, Inc.
 Member of Rend Lake College Foundation Board since 1988

  2006 ANNUAL DINNER  /  
 Forrest Langenfeld (Centralia)
 CEO, Peoples National Banks in Mt. Vernon and Centralia

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD
Rend Lake College Foundation

  2002
 Jim Muir (Benton)  –  Southern Illinoisan l st  •   a  ts aste

  2000
 Hon. William L. “Bill” O’Daniel (Mt. Vernon)  –  Illinois State Senator (D-54)

Hon. David Luechtefeld (Okawville)  –  Illinois State Senator (R-58)

  1998
 Bruce Barkau  –  Director of Marketing, Tri-County Electric Cooperative

  1997
 John H. Wininger  –  Owner, NAPA Auto Parts of Mt. Vernon

  FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY
Individuals who have close ties to the 

RLC Foundation (as well as Rend Lake 
College faculty and staff) are some of 
the biggest boosters of their hometown 
community, as reflected by their leader-
ship roles with the Foundation for Pinck-
neyville.

According to its website, the organi-
zation founded in 2008 boasts a stated 
Mission/Goal “to make Pinckneyville a 
destination  –  a community with quality 
education, state-of-the-art healthcare and 
economic stability.”  It was established as a 
catalyst for implementation of a longterm 
Vision Strategy for Pinckneyville and sur-
rounding areas of Perry County.

One of five President’s Council Mem-
bers is William Crawford, an executive 
with Murphy-Wall State Bank and a huge 
supporter of the RLC-Murphy Wall Pinck-
neyville Campus.

Sustaining Charter Members include 
Murphy-Wall State Bank, current RLCF 
Directors Mary (and Larry) Pericolosi, 
Kevin (and Beth) Pyatt and Pyatt Funeral 
Home and Dr. Charles W. (and Mary) Roe, 
as well as former RLCF Board members 
Dave (and Cindy) Pirsein and Dr. Gene 
(and Ramona) Stotlar.  Also, current and 
former college staff and faculty repre-
sentatives Cheri (and Chad) Rushing, 
Mary Roe and Bonnie Tolbert.  Larry (and 
Kathy) West are Charter Members.



TERRY ADDINGTON
  President and CEO, First Cellular 

 of Southern Illinois  /  1999 - 2007
First Cellular of Southern Illinois had 

helped co-sponsor RLC Foundation An-
nual Dinners and Golf Tournaments for 
six years before its ambitious leader joined 
the Board of Directors.  The company that 
was started in 1993 had grown to 140 em-
ployees and was valued in excess of $150 
million by 1999.

Addington credits a community col-
lege in his native state of Washington for 
“pretty much saving my college career.”

He first turned to the community 
college system after enrolling at the 
University of Washington as a freshman 
and being “totally lost.”  He earned an 
Associate Degree from Shoreline C.C. 
before eventually graduating from Central 
Washington University with a degree in 
Economics.

Addington has been in the wireless in-
dustry the last 15 years in San Francisco, 
Mobile, AL, Atlanta and Louisville before 
moving to Southern Illinois in 1989.  

A member of the original Board of Di-
rectors for both the National Association 
of Wireless Carriers Nationwide and the 
Cellular Telecommunications Industry 
Association, he also serves as a Director 
for the Rural Cellular Association and the 
Illinois Telecommunications Association.

Addington and his wife, Cindy, a native 
of Atlanta, are the parents of two daugh-
ters, 5-year-old Lea and Callie, 22 months.

First Cellular has its corporate office in 
Mt. Vernon, with 22 retail stores through-
out Southern Illinois, from Salem south, 
river to river.  First Cellular recently was 
awarded a Bronze Seal from the RLC 
Foundation for contributions in excess of 
$16,500.

His company believes in Rend Lake Col-
lege and the community-college concept 
“because it provides a good pool of talent 
from which to draw, there is a wealth of 
training it provides and a wide variety of 
other benefits to the community.”

Addington was named Chair of the 
Cellular Telecommunications and Inter-
net Association (CTIA) headquartered in 
Washington, D.C. in 2004.

• First Cellular of Southern Illinois was 
purchased by Alltel in an all-cash deal;  
the acquisition closed on May 1, 2006.  
Complete turnover of all stores occurred 
in early October 2006.  Addington left the 
RLCF Board after moving from the area.

Addington became a Partner with 
CarterBaldwin, a Senior Executive Search 
Firm, from 2007-09.  Since then, he has 

been Chairman of the Board and CEO 
for Atlanta-based SI Wireless LLC and SI 
Companies.

Recipient  –  2005 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

MARY ELLEN AIKEN
  Retired Benton Cons. H.S. Educator
	 •	Part-time	RLC	Instructor  /  2006 -

Former Benton Consolidated High 
School Mathematics Teacher Mary Ellen 
Aiken said she is excited about working 
with the RLC Foundation because of 
the amazing opportunities it can afford 
students.  She witnessed first-hand the 
positive effects Rend Lake College’s Dual-
Credit offerings can have on students.

Aiken is teaching several Math Lab 
courses Fall 2006 on a part-time basis for 
the college.

“I’m excited about the opportunity to 
help students go on with their careers,”  
she said.  “High school students are very 
excited about Dual-Credit, particularly the 
Calculus and Pre-Calculus classes.  Those 
are big draws because, in most cases, they 
transfer to four-year universities.  I’ve 
seen how advantageous it is to get that 
dual credit.”

Aiken likewise is extremely interested 
in Rend Lake College’s Theatre program.  
Both of her daughters have performed in 
plays there.  Aiken herself plays piano and 
provides accompaniment for productions.

Aiken spent 29 years teaching in 
Benton, plus three years elsewhere.  She 
graduated from the University of Illinois, 
taught in the Chicago area for a short time, 
then “came back to where my heart is.”  
She resides in Benton with her husband, 
John D. Aiken.

“She is known for her enthusiasm and 
positive attitude,” Mitchell emphasized.

Aiken was recipient of the RLC Foun-
dation Presidential Award in 2008, in 
large part for her efforts championing the 
“Friends of the Theatre” campaign to help 
restore the Rend Lake College Theatre.  
John D. and Mary Ellen Aiken are among 
22 major individual and organizational 
contributors to the “Friends of the Theatre”
cause.

The Presidential Award, Mitchell-Kern 
explained at that time, “can also be con-
sidered the hard-working award.”

Aiken made many personal phone calls 
on behalf of fund-raising efforts to restore 
the Theatre and served on its Decorating 
Committee to help ensure the final prod-
uct portrayed the intended traditional 
theatre appearance.  The campaign had 
generated more than $72,000 when a gala 
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REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION BOARD
DIRECTOR BIOGRAPHIES  /  1979 - 2015

was held in February 2008 to unveil the 
new look and pay tribute to supporters of 
the cause. 

Recipient  –  2008 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  John D. & Mary Ellen Aiken

/ RLCF Silver Seal Award

JOSEPH “JOE” ANGI
  Plant Manager, Continental Tire

 N. America, Mt. Vernon / 2002 - 2005
The transplanted Ohioan came to the 

Mt. Vernon manufacturing facility in 
April, replacing Hank Eisenga, and then 
replaced him on the RLC Foundation 
Board a few months later.

“Mr. Angi is a wonderful newcomer to 
our Board,” commented RLCF Executive 
Director Pat Mitchell.  “He represents 
the largest manufacturer and employer 
within the Rend Lake College District, 
and we are delighted to have his business 
knowledge and acumen.”

The partnership between Rend Lake 
College and Continental GT has a long 
history.  The educational institution of-
fers special instruction and training both 
on-site and on-campus for General Tire 
employees, specifically designed for the 
manufacturing facility.

The college also offers a variety of pro-
grams which provide skilled workers with 
the most up-to-date manufacturing pro-
cesses and technology.  Students from the 
college garner practical experience at the 
plant through the Cooperative Education  
program.  Many go on to gain full-time 
employment at Continental General Tire. 

“The symbiotic relationship between 
Rend Lake College and Continental GT 
is definitely ‘win-win,‘ ” Mitchell added.  
“Having someone from their organization 
on our Board helps us immensely as we 
make decisions about the direction of the 
institution.  Likewise, the college provides 
a valuable service to them, in terms of 
education and workforce training.”

Angi and wife Janet, along with their 
two daughters, relocated from Medina, 
OH.  He holds both a Bachelor’s Degree 
and his Master of Business Administra-
tion (MBA) Degree in Finance from the 
University of Dayton.

Angi was Vice President of Operations 
for Danly IEM of Cleveland prior to 
joining Continental Tire North America.  
Danly IEM is a leading solutions provider 
and manufacturer of components and 
innovation-enabling tools used in the 
stamping, molding and machine-building 
industries worldwide.

• Resigned in April 2005 after moving 
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from area to take new position.
Since leaving Continental Tire . . .

  Vice President Operations-North America  ~
       et ele  t t e le ste s, - 7
   e  e at  e   
      W.C. Wood Corporation, Inc., 2008-10
   Plant Manager  ~  Dana Holding Corporation
       In Pennsylvania, 2011-14
       In Michigan, 2014-15
   Plant Manager  ~  BorgWarner Inc., 2015-

WAYNE ASBERRY
  Distribution Manager, Anheuser-Busch 
Inc., Mt. Vernon  /  2003 - 2010
Memo to:  RLCF Officials
Please excuse Anheuser-Busch, Inc. 

Memorabilia Distribution Manager 
Wayne Asberry from any orientation ses-
sions recommended for new members 
of the RLCF Board of Directors.  Asberry 
already is very familiar with community 
college educations, in general, and Rend 
Lake College, in particular. Thank you.

Based on his track record as a hands-on 
contributor, chances are Asberry would 
not pass up any opportunity to learn more 
about the comprehensive community col-
lege or the not-for-profit Foundation that 
has served it so well going on 25 years.

But his background also would indicate 
he is well-versed with the concept behind 
Rend Lake College and the Foundation he 
joined earlier this spring.

Asberry, a St. Louis native who has 
been with Anheuser-Busch since 1988 and 
moved to Southern Illinois around 1998 
to manage the consolidated Promotional 
Products Group, received an Associate 
in Arts Degree from Jefferson College in 
Hillsboro, MO.

The older of his two daughters, Leslie, 
22, currently lives in Champaign and is 
a Psychology major at another two-year 
institution, Parkland College.

“I enjoyed my junior college experience. 
I thought it was great,” Asberry recalled. 
“I didn’t know what I wanted to do with 
my life when I started college, and I didn’t 
have a lot of money. It provides a great 
opportunity for local kids to get started.

“I know a lot of kids like the idea of 
going away to school, but if they would 
really take a closer look at what the com-
munity college has to offer, they might be 
more likely to make that choice (to stay 
home the first two years).”

Asberry later graduated from Southeast 
Missouri State University with a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Business Admin-
istration (major, Accounting; minor, 
Mathematics). He also is an advocate of 
the Dale Carnegie Course, “Breakthrough 
to Success,” which he participated in as 
recently as 2000.

Prior to joining Anheuser-Busch, he 

worked 14 years for United Pacific Rail-
road.  He held the title of Assistant Direc-
tor for Interline Accounting at the time of 
his departure.

From 1988-1993, prior to his promotion 
to Distribution Manager, Asberry was the 
Controller for Anheuser-Busch Wholesale 
Operations based in Newark, NJ.

His first return to his Midwest roots 
landed the Asberry family in Columbia, 
MO, for about five years, before consolida-
tion of two plants found him relocating to 
Southern Illinois.

He and his wife of 26 years, Gina, 
reside in Nashville. Gina works part-
time at Nashville Golf Course. Daughter 
Nicole (Nicki), 18, is a recent high school 
graduate who has accepted an athletic 
scholarship to play the next four years at 
Lindenwood University in St. Louis.  [She 
would eventually transfer to RLC and 
pitch for the Lady Warriors.]

Asberry’s hands-on approach has found 
him coaching select girls softball traveling 
teams since 1988. Four of those squads 
which included his daughters at various 
levels have earned the right through post-
season success to participate in national 
tournaments.

Asberry also served in 1983 as Exalted 
Ruler of the Elks Lodge in Festus-Crystal 
City, MO. At the time, it was the largest 
lodge in Missouri.

A position on the RLCF Board is nothing 
new, either, considering Asberry likewise 
is a current Director for the United Way 
of Jefferson County and the Mt. Vernon 
YMCA.

The Anheuser-Busch Distribution Cen-
ter in Mt. Vernon is part of the Market-
ing Department / Beer Support Group. 
Close to 100 full-time employees under 
Asberry’s direction ship approximately 
500,000 promotional items annually, in-
cluding 200,000 of those to consumers.

The Promotional Products Group Di-
vision of A-B offers wearables (T-shirts, 
hats, et al), paper and plastic utilities, 
glassware, novelties, sports equipment 
and advertising specialties (decals, pens, 
incentive gifts, etc.). There literally are 
thousands of different items housed and 
distributed from Mt. Vernon.

Neon signs, point-of-sale displays and 
materials and catalog orders likewise are 
processed through the Mt. Vernon op-
eration. Anheuser-Busch utilizes almost 
400,00 square feet of warehousing at the 
Mt. Vernon facility, which covers a con-
tiguous 90 acres.

• Retired from A-B in 2008 but on RLCF 
Board until February 2010.

Named Controller for Donnewald Dis-
tributing Co. in Breese in December 2008, 
a position he still held seven years later.

Recognized  –  One of “Leaders Among Us”
  saluted by Southern Business Journal
  in 2008

MARK BALLARD
  Attorney-at-Law / Partner, Campbell,

 Black, Carnine, Hedin, Ballard &
 McDonald, P.C., Mt. Vernon / 1999 -

The willingness of the former RLC 
Trustee to utilize his knowledge of the 
law for the good of the not-for-profit Rend 
Lake College Foundation earned him a 
“Presidential Award” during the 2002 
Annual Dinner.

According to RLC President Mark S. 
Kern, Ballard “designed the Founda-
tion’s charitable gift annuity contract for 
us, making it as simple as possible for 
interested individuals to give a gift to 
the college and its students and receive 
income throughout their lifetime.

“Mark Ballard knows the future of the 
Rend Lake College Foundation lies within 
this area.”

He has served as Foundation Secretary 
since 2002, when he succeeded the late 
Donald York, and is active on the Bylaws 
and Gift Acceptance Committees.  He also 
volunteers his time to present planned 
giving seminars for the Foundation and 
the college’s Community Services pro-
gram and has taught Real Estate credit 
classes.   

Ballard was a Rend Lake College Trust-
ee in 1986-87;  he was appointed to fill a 
position before falling just 156 votes shy 
of retaining the seat the following year. 

Ballard was 45 when he was  appointed 
to the RLC Foundation Board in 1999. 

He graduated from University of Illi-
nois with a degree in Political Science in 
1975 and a Juris Doctorate degree in 1978.

Mark and Lana Ballard are the parents 
of a daughter, Johanna, and a son, An-
drew.  Active in the Mt. Vernon commu-
nity as well, Mark is a Past President of 
the Summersville Grade School Board and 
the Hamilton-Jefferson Regional Board 
of School Trustees.  He is a member of 
the Mt. Vernon Rotary Club, Mt. Vernon 
Township High School Music Boosters 
and Central Christian Church.

Ironically, Ballard was a county-wide 
poster winner as a Mt. Carmel first-grader 
when a community college district (nee 
Wabash Valley College, part of the four-
institution Illinois Eastern system) was 
first proposed there.

Recalling those days as a poster-design-
er in 1959, Ballard noted, “It shows how 
far we have come in the community col-
lege system since those days.  They have 
made a broad impact.”

“Mark Ballard’s main concern is always, 
‘What is in the best interest of the college,” 
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added Foundation CEO Pat Mitchell.  “We 
really respect and rely upon his advice 
with the gift acceptance of property and 
other in-kind gifts.”

One of the most stable positions on the 
RLCF Board traditionally has been that 
of Secretary;  Ballard has maintained that 
reputation.  He has been Board Secretary 
14 years and counting;  York was Secretary 
for 13 years, from 1989-2002.    

Recipient  –  2002 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

DAVID BAUER
  President, Bank of Benton / 1988 - 1995

Boasting on Benton:  Residents say 
kindness, loyalty make community special
BY JIM MUIR, THE SOUTHERN AUGUST 26, 2002

Mention the name of any Southern Il-
linois community and most people will 
automatically think of a local business, 
a favorite restaurant or a popular event 
that’s held in the town each year.  Some 
might even think of a high school sports 
team that has enjoyed success.

And while all of those things are key 
components in what it takes to build 
a successful community a very mixed 
group of current and former residents 
all agree that there’s something other 
than the mortar, bricks and lumber of its 
buildings that binds the Franklin County 
city of Benton.

“It’s the people,” said Vickee Cock-
rum, owner of Vickee’s Card Shop. “We 
work together, play together and cry to-
gether. It’s the spirit and the kindness of 
the people that make Benton special” . . .

. . .  Except for a four-year stint in col-
lege, four years in the military and two 
years working in St. Louis, retired bank-
er David Bauer has lived his entire life in 
Benton.

Bauer retired in 1993 as president of 
Bank of Benton (now Bank of America), 
where he worked for more than 32 years. 
During that time, Bauer saw the commu-
nity prosper and then decline with the 
loss of agriculture and mining jobs.

“It still comes down to the people in 
Benton, the friendliness of the people in 
this community,” said Bauer. “I’ve used 
the illustration before, but when I lived 
in St. Louis you could walk down the 
street and speak to a total stranger and 
they would look at you like you were 
nuts. In Benton, you might walk around 
the square and speak to a stranger and 
end up in a conversation.

“I suspect there are other communities 
in Southern Illinois that are friendly like 
that, but I know firsthand that’s true in 
Benton.”

Bauer also gave high marks to Benton 
business owners  –  people he dealt with 

on a daily basis when he was a bank Pres-
ident. Bauer said businesses have shown 
a remarkable resiliency, despite the col-
lapse of the coal industry and the decline 
in agriculture in Franklin County.

“We have some of the best business 
people you will find any place, simply be-
cause they have succeeded in an economy 
that has been depressed for years,” Bauer 
said. “I think it says a lot about a person’s 
business skills when he or she can be suc-
cessful when the economy is not good.”

More recently, Bauer was serving as 
Vice President of the Benton Park District 
and one of five members on the Franklin 
County Jail Building Commission.

• Resigned in March 1995.

LAWRENCE J. BEAL
  CEO, National Railway Equipment
	 /	Dix	native	•	Richview  /  2007 - 2010

Founder (1984) and Chairman of the 
privately owned National Railway Equip-
ment Company, headquartered in Mt. 
Vernon.

Also served on the Jefferson County 
Economics Committee and was a valued 
patron and member of Cedarhurst Center 
for the Arts.  He was very involved with 
the campaign to expand the museum.

According to its website, NREC is the 
world’s largest independent locomotive 
manufacturer . . .

“National Railway Equipment Com-
pany is a privately owned, vertically 
integrated provider of new and remanu-
factured locomotives, locomotive prod-
ucts and wheel services.  It has grown to 
become the world’s largest supplier of 
remanufactured locomotives, new and 
rebuilt mechanical and electrical systems 
and components.  The company also pro-
vides locomotive field service and techni-
cal support.  NREC delivers locomotives 
and services to customers throughout 
North America and worldwide.

“In 2006, NREC introduced new ultra-
low emissions N-ViroMotiveX GenSet 
road switcher locomotives for domestic 
and international service.  With nine fa-
cilities encompassing over 275 acres and 
more than 1.33 million square feet under 
roof, NREC serves its customers with 
the best equipped shops in the industry  
–  Nine fully equipped manufacturing 
facilities in North America;  over 500 loco-
motives for sale or lease;  new locomotives 
for domestic and international customers;  
ALCO, GE and EMD locomotive parts;  
full range of maintenance, repair, rebuild 
and remanufacturing services.”

Three locomotive services operations 
are located in Illinois  –  Mt. Vernon, in 
addition to the main headquarters, and 
upstate Dixmoor and Silvis  –  with wholly 

owned subsidiaries in Mt. Vernon, Pa-
ducah, KY, Milwaukee, WI, and Ontario, 
Canada, and an affiliate crankshaft/en-
gine manufacturing plant in Yorkville.

He began his career in the rail industry 
as an employee of the Chrome Crankshaft 
Company, where he was employed for 25 
years, the last 15 of those as President.   

Beal posthumously received the Nor-
man W. Seip Award for Industry Excel-
lence at the 2011 Rail Equipment Finance 
Conference.  His son, Steven, accepted the 
award.

In April 2011, Lawrence Beal was post-
humously honored with the first-ever 
President’s Award at the Jefferson County 
Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner, 
which was attended by a record crowd 
of 460 at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.  

The award was created to honor an 
entrepreneur who might not otherwise 
fall under the guidelines for “Citizen of 
the Year” or “Small Business Person of 
the Year.”  Guidelines were expanded to 
include those who work for companies 
with more than 500 employees, those who 
work in a franchise, branch or dealership 
and may be employed in the public sec-
tor, such as education, government or the 
military.

Mayor Mary Jane Chesley read a 
proclamation declaring May 6, 2011, as 
Lawrence J. Beal Day and May 1-7, 2011, 
as National Railway Equipment Company 
Week in the City of Mt. Vernon.  “Mr. 
Beal was a modest, quiet man who saw 
something he had to do,” Chesley said, ac-
cording to an article in the Register-News.  
“He had the drive and determination to 
follow through.  He personified entrepre-
neurship and American business.” 

• Died September 6, 2010 at age 72.  
Survivors include his wife Peggy, who he 
married in 1999, and three adult children.

MARGARET BEAL
  Officer,	Boatmen’s	Bank	of	Zeigler  

 /  1987 - 1988
One of three elected during Ninth An-

nual Foundation Dinner meeting.
• Resigned in December 1988.

STEVEN L. BEAL
  President / CEO, National Railway

 Equipment, Mt. Vernon  /  2010 -
The son of National Railway Equipment 

Company founder Lawrence J. Beal, who 
was a member of the RLC Foundation 
Board of Directors at the time of his death 
in 2010, has been employed by NREC 
since 1986.

In 2005, he was named Executive Vice 
President of NREC overseeing its day-to-
day operations and production schedul-
ing.  He has been involved in every facet 
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of the business throughout his tenure, 
in addition to serving as the Managing 
Director and/or Vice President of many 
of NREC’s vertically integrated, wholly 
owned subsidiaries which support the 
railway equipment company.

[For a detailed look at National Railway 
Equipment Company, see the description 
under the listing for Lawrence J. Beal.]

Steven Beal graduated from Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Manage-
ment in 1997.

In Fall 2013, Beal and his wife, Erin, 
opened RARE Chop House, a fine-dining, 
upscale restaurant in Mt. Vernon.  In 
doing so, the Beals hired Brandon Bul-
lard to oversee operations, including the 
14-month renovation/restoration of the 
10th Street Watson Building into a daz-
zling restaurant and lounge.

Bullard, the former Jefferson County 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director, 
in turn hired Jason Piercy away from the 
ESPN Zone across from the Staples Center 
in Los Angeles as General Manager.

[Small-world stuff . . . Bullard and 
Piercy both attended Rend Lake College 
for two years after graduating from Mt. 
Vernon Township High School and Wood-
lawn High School, respectively, in 1997.  
Bullard played golf for Warrior teams that 
finished sixth in the NJCAA Champion-
ships both seasons;  Piercy was a member 
of the Men’s Basketball team during the 
1997-99 seasons.]   

DAVID BEEHN
  Superintendent / Wayne City School

 District Unit 100  /  1999 - 2006
The former Rend Lake College student 

was beginning his sixth year as Superin-
tendent of Wayne City Unit 100 (pre-K 
through Grade 12) and his 28th year as a 
teacher/coach/administrator in the sys-
tem at the time of his appointment.  He 
was in the first freshman class when RLC 
opened its doors in 1967-68 and graduated 
with the Class of ’69.

“We (Wayne City schools) have sent a 
lot of students here.  We hope to send a 
lot more,” Beehn commented.

Rend Lake College was located on 
the Mt. Vernon Township High School 
campus when Beehn attended.  He went 
on to earn three advanced degrees from 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale  
–  Bachelor, Master and a Specialty Degree 
in Education Administration.

His work experience includes stints as 
an elementary teacher/administrator at 
Oak Grove and Orchardville and 12 years 
at Wayne City High School.

The Beehn family has long been associ-
ated with Southern Lumber in the Wayne 

City area.  Wife Cherita is a Teacher’s Aid 
at Wayne City.  Son Christopher, 23, is in 
his second year in the Physical Therapy 
program at Belmont (TN) University, 
while daughter Carrie, 19, is a sophomore 
in the Physical Therapy Assisting program 
at Kaskaskia College.  They are members 
of First Christian Church in Wayne City.

• Resigned in August 2006, not long 
after retiring from school administration.

TERRY R. BLACK
  Mt. Vernon Attorney  /  1988 - 1991
At the time of publication, according 

to the Lawyers.com website, Black was a 
Partner with the Mt. Vernon law firm of 
Black, Hedin, Ballard, McDonald, P.C.

The Evansville, IN, native earned a B.A. 
Degree from Illinois Wesleyan University 
and his J.D. degree three years later from 
Duke University, in 1970.  He was admit-
ted to practice law in Illinois that same 
year, added admission to U.S. District 
Court, Southern District of Illinois the 
following year and the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals, Seventh Circuit in 1988.

He is a member of the Jefferson County 
and Illinois State (member, Mineral Law 
Subcommittee, Real Estate Section, 1983) 
Bar Associations;  Illinois Oil and Gas As-
sociation, and Energy and Mineral Law 
Foundation.

Areas of law Black specializes in include 
Real Estate Law, Business Litigation, 
Mineral Law and Commercial and Baking 
Litigation, according to Lawyers.com.

He is a Fellow of the Illinois Bar Foun-
dation and a member of Phi Alpha Delta.  
He is the author of “Surface Owner Issues, 
Special Institute on Subsidence, Eastern 
Mineral Law Foundation, 1989, and has 
been a speaker for various institutes for 
the Energy and Mineral Law Foundation 
and the Illinois Institute for Continuing 
Education.

HUNT BONAN
  Board Chair, Peoples National Bank

 / President, Market Street Bancshares,
 Inc.  /  1988 -

The rest of Southern Illinois is finally 
realizing what Rend Lake College and the 
RLC Foundation have known for many 
years . . . just how valuable Hunt Bonan 
can be as a friend, supporter, leader, vol-
unteer and all-around good guy.

Bonan, Chairman of the Board for the 
steadily expanding People’s National 
Bank, was honored as the 2008 Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce “Citizen 
of the Year.”

The same year  –  when he was saluted 
as the first recipient of the RLCF Hour-
glass Award  –  Bonan ranked No. 3 in 
terms of years on the Foundation Board 

(behind only Howard Payne and Millie 
Caldwell) and was the longest-serving 
Board Chair, from 1990-2008. 

The longtime McLeansboro resident, 
who moved to Mt. Vernon along with his 
Attorney-wife, Donna, to be closer to the 
bank’s headquarters in the King City and 
business opportunities in St. Louis, served 
as RLC Foundation President between 
1995 and 2008 while serving in a dual 
capacity on the Rend Lake College Board 
of Trustees from 1997-2009, including 
serving as Chair for three years, beginning 
in 2004.

Bonan found time to work on students’ 
behalf while serving since 1994 as Chair-
man of the Board of Peoples National 
Bank, McLeansboro and Mt. Vernon, and 
Wayne County Bank and Trust Company, 
Fairfield, and as President/CEO for Mar-
ket Street Bancshares, Inc., a multibank 
holding company.

He was one of the first to pledge sup-
port in December 1994, announcing a 
$25,000 pledge from Peoples National 
Bank at the Annual Dinner.  He also 
served as a Capital Campaign Chair in 
the Hamilton County area.

According to an advertisement in the 
2010 RLCF Annual Dinner Program focus-
ing on co-sponsor Peoples National Bank: 
“Since 1909. . . a time-honored tradition of 
service.

“Located in Southern Illinois, St. Louis 
and the Metro areas, Peoples National 
Bank has 17 locations providing quality 
financial products and services to its cus-
tomers.

“Peoples National Bank has served 
customers, businesses and agricultural 
customers since 1909.  With over $840 
million in assets, Peoples National Bank 
continues to provide personal service to 
its customers.  Whether you’re looking 
to buy that first home, fund your child’s 
education, save for retirement or expand 
your business . . . we want to help you 
reach your goals!

“We build relationships with our cus-
tomers simply by giving them the finan-
cial products and services they expect, 
and that’s the story of our success,” states 
Forrest Langenfeld, CEO.  “Our customers 
benefit from local ownership, which al-
lows us to tailor products And services to 
the specific needs of the local community.  
We offer the benefits of a smaller, locally-
owned organization with products that 
truly meet the needs of our customers.”

At the August 2012 RLCF Meeting, CEO 
Shawna Hall informed Directors Bonan 
recently had been named the Illinois Bank-
ers Association “Banker of the Year.”  

Recipient  –  1995 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
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Recipient  –  2008 RLC Foundation
  Board of Directors “Hourglass Award”
Recipient  –  Hunt Bonan

/ RLCF Silver Seal Award

ROBERT BORNHEIMER
  Agent and Agent Recruiter,

 State Farm Insurance McLeansboro 
	 •	Agency	Field	Executive  /  2005 -

As part of a partnership which already 
provides scholarships for Rend Lake Col-
lege students, Robert “Bob” Bornheimer 
would seem to be a perfect fit for the RLC 
Foundation Board of Directors.

Bornheimer, who recently assumed a 
seat on the RLCF Board, and his wife, 
Mary, have partnered with State Farm  In-
surance for the past two years to provide 
the Sue Rountree Memorial Scholarship 
in recognition of her mother.  The $3,000 
award is targeted for students planning 
to transfer to a four-year university and 
preference is given to education and busi-
ness majors, although a major “could be 
anything for the right candidate.”

Bornheimer was an Agent for State 
Farm for four years in McLeansboro be-
fore being promoted to his current posi-
tion in Agent Recruitment.  He recruits, 
hires and develops new State Farm Agents 
from St. Louis and Indianapolis south in 
Illinois and Indiana.

Bob and Mary Bornheimer are both 
Rend Lake College graduates.  Mary Born-
heimer is (was) Interim Dean of Student 
Services at RLC.

“With both of us being Rend Lake Col-
lege graduates, we have seen that it is 
important for the region to have a college 
like RLC,” Bob Bornheimer said.  “We 
want the college to be here for people to 
enjoy and benefit from.  We want students 
to be able to attend college inexpensively 
and without a lot of travel.”

“Bob strengthens the RLC Foundation 
with his expertise from insurance-related 
fields,” said Pat Mitchell, Chief Executive 
Officer of the RLCF.  “He also brings with 
him additional representation to the Board 
from the Hamilton County area.”

The Bornheimers had been married 
for 12 years and resided in McLeansboro 
when he first joined the RLCF Board.  
They later moved to Trenton, due to his 
job, but he remained a key participant on 
the Rend Lake College Foundation Board.

Recipient  –  Robert & Mary Bornheimer
/ RLCF Silver Seal Award (includes
    employer matching gift)

JOE BROWNING
  Benton  /  1991 - 1994
The Regional Manager for American 

Publishing Company “brings expertise in 
fund-raising, marketing and public rela-

tions to the board,” said RLCF President 
Larry Foster.  

“The Foundation is fortunate to have 
an individual of Mr. Browning’s abilities 
and sincere interest in Rend Lake College 
to serve on its board,” added Executive 
Director Bob Carlock.

Browning was inducted three weeks 
later  –  April 27, 1991  –  into the Illinois 
Basketball Coaches Association (IBCA) 
Hall of Fame in Bloomington.

He was a radio broadcaster for 20 years.
Browning, according to the Benton 

Evening News he publishes, “is being 
honored for his long association with 
Southern Illinois sports.  He was the origi-
nal ‘Voice of the Rangers’ and broadcast an 
average of four games a week on WFRX 
in West Frankfort and WJPF in Herrin.”
 He is the brother of RLC Trustee Kirby 
Browning and Dean of Student Services 
Sue Wells.  Browning’s wife, Evelyn, is the 
niece of longtime RLCF Director Howard 
L. Payne. 
 • Submitted resignation in September 
1994 due to re-location as Publisher for 
the Havelock News (NC).

MARTIN H. BUCHANAN
  6th-Grade Teacher, Sesser-Valier Grade
School / Mayor of Valier  /  1984 - 1995
The sixth-grade teacher at Sesser-Valier 

Grade School was recipient of a 1991 Hu-
man and Civil Rights Award from the 
Illinois Education Association-National 
Education Association for his community 
service.

Did we happen to mention, he also 
served as President/Mayor of the Village 
of Valier for 40-plus years?

In citing Buchanan, the program for 
the award noted, “Because of his 22-year 
commitment to the people of Valier, the 
residents live in an attractive, well-kept 
community which has an exceptional fire 
department and an almost non-existent 
crime rate.

“Under his leadership, a community in 
ill-repair, with little income and in the red, 
has been turned around.  It is now in the 
black and a place people want to live  in-
stead of a place people want to leave.  He 
has a non-partisan approach to problems 
and responds diplomatically and fairly 
for the good of the whole,” the program 
continued.

When Buchanan was recognized in 2004  
as one of two “Distinguished Alumni” by 
the Sesser-Valier Unit District (he gradu-
ated from Valier H.S.), it was stated . . .

“With Martin Buchanan, it is not ‘Do 
as I say,’ but ‘Do as I do.’  It has not been 
unusual through the years at any time of 
the day or night or in any kind of weather 
to find him in boots and coveralls working 

down in a trench along with the village 
maintenance crew to help repair water 
mains or sewer lines.  He has driven the 
village snow plow, shoveled chips onto 
newly oiled streets, mowed with a bush 
hog, hung village Christmas decorations 
and helped patrol when the police force 
was short-handed;  the list goes on and on.

“It is important to say that for none of 
his (part-time Mayoral) work has Martin 
Buchanan received any compensation 
other than personal satisfaction.  When he 
was a newly elected Trustee of a village 
in financial difficulty, one of his recom-
mendations was to do away with wages 
for Village Board members, including the 
Village President.”

He is described as an “outstanding 
leader,” under whom “the citizens of Va-
lier have seen innumerable improvements 
and modernizations.”

Thanks to his economic management 
and efforts to acquire grants and other 
available monies:

“Among the many accomplishments to 
Martin’s credit are new water and sewer 
systems, zoning, a new City Hall, a Com-
munity Building, a new Fire Department 
with a Class 6 fire rating, new fire trucks 
and equipment, and street improvements 
of a standard which equal or exceed any 
in the area.”

“Among Martin’s career accomplish-
ments is being a teacher from 1962 until 
1992, the majority of those years being 
spent  in the Sesser-Valier school system 
with his wife, Phyllis.”

• Submitted resignation in March 1995.

DAVID BUSBY
  Mt. Vernon  /  1983 - 1988
The Senior Vice President and Trust 

Officer for First Bank and Trust Com-
pany of Mt. Vernon was one of two new 
Directors elected to the RLC Foundation 
Board at the annual meeting in 1983, along 
with Dewey Nussbaum.  Their addition 
brought the total RLCF Board member-
ship to 11 for the first time.

Busby was elected Secretary of the 
RLCF Board of Directors in 1985.

Recipient  –  David & Rebecca Busby 
    / RLCF Gold Seal Award

BILL BUSH
  Site Manager, Walgreens Distribution

 Center, Mt. Vernon  /  2009 -
As an Area Director for Walgreens, 

Bush oversees one of 22 distribution cen-
ters nationwide.  Only four of those are 
located in the Midwest  –  one in nearby 
Edwardsville, as well as those in Indiana 
and Ohio.

Bush is a graduate of the University of 
San Francisco.
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The Mt. Vernon Walgreens Distribution 
Center is an automated warehouse facility 
which relies on state-of-the-art computer 
supported management systems, electron-
ic freight sortation and computer-assisted 
order selection devices. 

According to The Korte Company, 
responsible for the facility’s design, “The 
Design-Build project required careful 
coordination to accommodate six miles 
worth of conveyor belts inside the facil-
ity. This is one of many projects we’ve 
completed for The Walgreen Company.”

In his position with Walgreens, Bush 
holds one of the 14 “permanent” seats 
on the Jefferson County Development 
Corporation.  He is joined, among others, 
by President Charley Holstein (Rend Lake 
College), Ed Cunningham (Crossroads 
Community Hospital) and Mike Warren 
(Good Samaritan Regional Health Center), 
as well as Hunt Bonan, who fills one of 13 
three-year term “rotating” seats represent-
ing Finance/Banking/Insurance.  The 
corporation also includes five ex-officio 
appointees. 

“What does the Web-savvy Walgreens 
shopper in Chicago have in common with 
other online buyers from Anchorage to 
Zanesville?” asks CommunityLink.com.

“The answer is Southern Illinois’ Wal-
greens Distribution Center in Mt. Vernon.  
This facility carries every product ordered 
on Walgreens.com and serves more 
than 600 area locations.  Additionally, it 
houses all cosmetics and regional foods 
for every store.  It’s no wonder this mas-
sive, 865,000-square-foot facility can fit 12 
football fields inside its walls!

“Technology plays a vital role.  From 
scheduling incoming freight, to auto-
mated guided vehicles and merchandise 
sorters that run at a maximum speed of 
180 cases per minute, this is the busiest 
Walgreens D.C. by volume.”

The Walgreens Distribution Center 
ranks second only to Continental Tire 
(2,400) among Mt. Vernon’s Top 10 Em-
ployers with 1,600 employees.  Good 
Samaritan Regional Health Center is third 
with 950.  There is a big drop-off after that, 
to the 312 figure for Crossroads Com-
munity Hospital and 268 for Mt. Vernon 
District 80 Schools System.

CLARK K. BUSH
  President / CEO, Murphy-Wall State

 Bank and Trust in Pinckneyville  
 /  1992 - 1996

Perry County financial leader was 
added to the RLC Foundation Board at 
the 1992 Annual Dinner and served as one 
of three Capital Campaign Chairs for the 
RLCF “Generations of Excellence” capital 
campaign in the Perry County area.

Bush is the first “outsider” to head the 
financial facility which opened its doors 
in 1874.  

According to a History of Perry County 
Illinois by Turner Publishing in 1998, 
“Leadership of the bank has remained 
close to the original family, with Bank 
Presidents including:  W.K. Murphy (1874-
1911);  Joseph Crawford (1911-1923);  W.K. 
Crawford (1923-1976);  Robert J. Crawford 
(1976-1990);  W.K. Crawford Jr. (1990-
1991), and Clark K. Bush (1991-present).

“W.K. Crawford Jr. continues to serve 
as Chairman of the Board, along with 
Directors:  David R. Bigham, Donald D. 
Bigham, Clark K. Bush, J. Joseph Craw-
ford, Billie D. Denman, Charles Wilson 
Roe and Gene Stotlar.”

The History indicates, “Murphy Wall 
State Bank has enjoyed continuous growth 
and expansion.  Since the first published 
notice of its total resources in 1881 (as 
The Exchange Bank of Murphy, Wall and 
Company) of $76,585.88, the bank’s assets 
have multiplied many times  –  to a present 
total (in 1998) in excess of $61,000,000.”   

• Resigned in May 1996.

MILLIE CALDWELL
  Newspaper Owner, Christopher Progress 

 and Herrin Spokesman  / 1982 - 2012
  “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  2012

Co-owner/operator of local newspa-
pers along with her husband, Clif.  The 
RLCF Board increased to nine members 
with the addition of Caldwell and Ken 
Miller during the Annual Dinner meeting.

The Caldwells purchased the two 
Southern Illinois papers in 1974 and sold 
them in 1987 to the American Publishing 
Company newspaper chain.  

[In less than a decade, the privately held 
group of 33 daily and weekly newspapers 
grew from 1987-96 to 486 publications, 
including the Chicago Sun Times and the 
Jerusalem Post in Israel.  It became a public 
company in 1994 and operates today as 
Community Media Group, headquartered 
in West Frankfort.]

Her husband of 61 years died February 
29, 2004.  He was a well-known journalist 
for 46 years and a member of the Southern 
Illinois University Editors Hall of Fame. 

Together, Clif and Verna Mildred “Mil-
lie” Caldwell instituted zoned editions of 
their weeklies that provided published 
local news for the communities of Sesser, 
Zeigler, Royalton, Johnston City and 
Carterville, as well as the communities 
included in their names.

Daughter Cindy Caldwell is a well-
liked, energetic Mathematics Professor 
who joined the Rend Lake College faculty 
in 2000.  She also is a graduate of Rend 
Lake College (Class of 1980) who worked 

on the RLC Times student newspaper.
The Caldwells also had three sons  –  

Denis, Dave and Douglas (1978).   At the 
time of Clif’s death, Doug Caldwell was 
Publisher of the Daily American newspa-
per covering Somerset County in Pennsyl-
vania.  Dave also was living in Somerset;  
Denis and Peggy Caldwell are residents 
of the Christopher-Mulkeytown area. 

Caldwell was a member of the RLC 
Foundation Major Gift Committee during 
its five-year, $4 million “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign fund drive 
beginning in 1994.

She established the Clifton Caldwell 
Memorial Scholarship, an endowment in 
her husband’s memory.

• Resigned in 2012 and was awarded 
Emeritus status at that time.    

Recipient  –  2006 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Millie Caldwell

/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award

LEO F. CHILDERS JR.
  President, St. Mary’s Good Samaritan
Mt. Vernon Campus  /  2003 - 2014
He certainly has an impressive résumé.  

Yet Childers is a humble man with south-
ern roots, values family and community 
and is known for his personal integrity. 

“I am very honored to be a member of 
the Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
of Directors,” he said.

“Leo is an absolutely wonderful ad-
dition to our board.  He is a respected 
businessman, who we know will provide 
us with valuable insight and direction in 
planning,” CEO Pat Mitchell said.  

Since November 1993, Childers has been 
at the helm of Good Samaritan Regional 
Health Center, a member of St. Mary’s 
Good Samaritan, Inc. (SMGSI).  St. Mary’s 
Good Samaritan, Inc. is co-sponsored by 
SSM Health Care (St. Louis) and Felician 
Services, Inc. (Chicago).  SMGSI maintains 
campuses in Mt. Vernon and Centralia.   

SSM Health Care was recently awarded 
the prestigious Malcolm Baldrige National 
Quality Award, the first-ever winner in 
health care.  

Childers’ 30-plus year career in health 
care administration includes serving as 
President of Good Samaritan Regional 
Health Center, Mt. Vernon;  President of 
Saint Eugene Community Hospital, Dil-
lon, SC; Vice President for Professional 
Services and Associate Administrator 
of Southampton Memorial Hospital, 
Franklin, VA, and various administrative 
positions at military hospitals as a Captain 
in the United States Air Force Medical 
Service Corps.  

A native of Florence, SC, he graduated 
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from Furman University in 1968, where 
he attained a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Business Administration.  In 1981, he 
graduated from Duke University with a 
Masters in Health Care Administration.

Childers is a Fellow of the American 
College of Healthcare Executives and 
currently serves on the Regent’s Advisory 
Council.  Other professional affiliations 
include the American Hospital Associa-
tion, Catholic Health Association and the 
Illinois Hospital Association (serving on 
the Policy Council and Patient Safety 
Steering Council).  

Locally, Childers is a member of the Mt. 
Vernon Economic Development Commis-
sion and serves on the Board of Directors 
for the Jefferson County Chamber of 
Commerce, American Red Cross and Old 
National Bank.  He is a member of Rotary 
and American Legion Post 32 and is a dea-
con at Logan Street Baptist Church.  He is 
a past member of the Board of Directors 
of both the Jefferson County United Way 
and the Mt. Vernon Rotary Club.
 Childers and wife Tam have four grown 

children  –  Wesley, Cathy, Tony and Julie  
–  and two grandchildren. So what does 
Leo do in his spare time?  When he is 
not working, serving on boards or being 
active in the church, you may see him 
jogging, at one of the local golf courses 
or  spending time at home with Tam and 
their miniature schnauzer, Pepper.  

“I really enjoy calling Mt. Vernon home 
and I do what I can to support the growth 
and development of Mt. Vernon and all of 
Southern Illinois,” he concluded.

Childers, representing St. Mary’s Good 
Samaritan Hospital, implemented an 
employee scholarship program with a 
$100,000 investment in Rend Lake College 
nursing loan forgiveness opportunities 
and the establishment of the Oliver D. 
Spitler scholarship endowment.

• Resigned in 2013.

JAMES “JIM” CHOISSER
  Editor, Benton Evening News  

 /  1995 - 1996
Served on Major Gift Committee for 

Rend Lake College’s ultra-successful, 
five-year, $4 million “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign which was 
introduced at the 1994 RLC Foundation 
Annual Dinner in December.

Highly respected veteran journalist and 
lifelong resident of Benton.  Family owned 
local newspaper until 1986, when it was 
sold to media syndication.  Choisser and 
his sister, Joe Anne Malkovich, contin-
ued to head the editorial staff for many 
years.  Other family members and valued 
employees included Reporters/Editors 

Danny Malkovich and Becky Malkovich 
and Printer Harry “Sparky” Choisser.

Also served as BEN Sports Editor before 
heading newsroom as Editor.

• Died September 15, 1996 at age 72.

PHIL CORLEY
  Owner/President, Shamrock Building

 Systems in Pinckneyville / 1999 - 2001
The father of an RLC graduate, Joni 

Graham, Corley heads a contracting com-
pany which boasts five commercial office 
buildings in Mt. Vernon.  He is a longtime 
Realtor in Pinckneyville, DuQuoin and 
Mt. Vernon and is a Past-President and 
“Realtor of the Year” with the Egyptian 
Board of Realtors.

Corley owns the building which 
houses RLC’s Child Care Resource and 
Referral (CCRR) grant program, “Project 
CHILD,”as well as the Illinois Education 
Association and the University of Illinois 
Extension Office.  The firm boasts office 
space totalling 25,000 square feet in Mt. 
Vernon, with a building permit for a sixth 
complex and plans for at least two others.  
It also owns the historic, 100-year-old 
Brookings Building in DuQuoin.

A resident of Pinckneyville since 1967, 
Corley spent much of his childhood in 
Waltonville.  After three years in the Army, 
he attended University College, a part of 
Washington University, taking Account-
ing classes at night.  He later became a 
Senior Accountant for Certified Public Ac-
countants and started his own accounting 
business before turning to real estate and 
customized building.

He is credited with bringing the Opti-
mist Club to Pinckneyville from its roots 
in St. Louis.

Corley and his wife, Brenda, have two 
married sons  –  Randy, who sells com-
puter software in Indiana, and Marty, a 
distributor of medical equipment and sup-
plies in South Carolina  –  plus RLC grad 
Joni, now in her seventh year as a teacher 
in the Vandalia school system, and three 
grandchildren.

• Resigned in July 2001.

COURTNEY COX
  Benton Attorney  /  1988 - 1989
Former Student Achievement Recog-

nition recipient (1970-71) and full-time 
Music Instructor (1977-79), ongoing par-
ent of Rend Lake College students and 
would-be  RLC Foundation “Alumnus of 
the Year” Award-winner (1995) and Rend 
Lake College Trustee (1999-2005).

Cox admitted it was difficult to feel 
“outstanding” in a Benton neighborhood  
with the likes of NCAA and NBA basket-
ball great Doug Collins and movie actor/
producer icon John Malkovich, “but if you 

measure a successful person by a loving 
family and good friends, then I count 
myself among the most successful.”

His is a success story, he told those in 
attendance at the December 1995 RLCF 
Annual Dinner, “due in large measure 
to the two years I spent at Rend Lake 
College.”  Cox said he was not ready to 
cope with a four-year college at the time;  
“Rend Lake College provided me with 
an outstanding academic foundation . . . 
in some cases (after transferring), I was 
better prepared than many of the other 
students.”
 “Rend Lake College is extremely impor-
tant, but then I’m preaching to the choir in 
saying that, because you all know that,” 
Cox continued.  “But what it means to the 
students it serves . . . you can’t imagine.  
For many, Rend Lake College is the only 
chance they have of making it.  Your sup-
port is critical.”
 The humble Cox was quick to share 
the award on the eve of his 22nd wed-
ding anniversary.  “Whatever I am, I owe 
to her and her wise counsel,” he said of 
wife Leslie Ann, a former RLC student 
and employee.  “She is the rudder that 
has kept the ship on course.  I accept this 
award on her behalf as well.”
 Son Benjamin, the oldest of four Cox 
children, joined his parents for the awards 
presentation.  Brothers Nathaniel, Elijah 
and Timothy would eventually join their 
parents and brother as RLC alums.
 • Resigned in October 1989.

ED CUNNINGHAM
  CEO, Crossroads Community Hospital  

 /  2007 - 2013
The 51-year-old Chief Executive of 

Crossroads Community Hospital was 
presented with the college’s Presidential 
Award in December 2009 for his first-rate 
support of the college and its Foundation.

The award is reserved for a RLC Foun-
dation Board member who has provided 
exceptional service.  Cunningham is a 
member of both the Rend Lake College 
and RLCF Boards. 

“Being a part of RLC . . . has been my 
blessing and my privilege,” he told a 
crowd of supporters while accepting the 
award from RLC President Charley D. 
Holstein at the Foundation’s Annual Din-
ner.  “Rend Lake College is a passion for 
me.  I believe we have the best community 
college in the U.S.” 

Cunningham joined the RLC Founda-
tion Board of Directors five months before 
being appointed to the college’s Board of 
Trustees in January 2008.  He was elected 
to a six-year term on the RLC Board of 
Trustees in April. 

He thanked both boards Thursday night 
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for giving him a “chance to be a part of this 
wonderful organization,” and particularly 
Hunt Bonan for approaching him about 
becoming a Trustee. Cunningham said 
serving on both boards is a “great honor 
I enjoy every day.” 

As a leader in the local healthcare 
industry, as well as through his civic 
involvement, Cunningham’s network 
spans the college district and beyond. He 
has been quoted by local media as saying, 
“Anything that I can do to help the college 
to grow and continue to be a great asset 
to these communities, I will.” 

His ties to the college go back more than 
two decades and he has called Mt. Vernon  
–  where he lives with his wife of more 
than 27 years, Jill  –  their “career-ending 
move,” saying Southern Illinois is “the 
greatest place to live.” 

This is the second time they have moved 
back to the area. “This is home,” he said. 
“We love the people here.” 

Cunningham holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Accounting from Ball State University 
(IN) and has led a successful career in 
hospital administration since age 26. He 
has held various positions in hospital 
administration, serving in capacities that 
include CEO, Chief Financial Officer, 
Chief Operating Officer and Senior Vice 
President of Operations for various large 
healthcare organizations. 

In these roles, Cunningham has been 
employed at hospitals ranging in size 
from 55-250 beds. As a regional execu-
tive, he was responsible for as many as 
12 facilities at one time. He has worked in 
both short-term acute care hospitals and 
specialty hospitals. 

Known throughout his career as an ex-
ecutive who can handle both the financial 
and operational administrative areas of a 
hospital, he has opened one short-term 
acute care hospital from inception and 
turned around eight facilities which were 
in financial turmoil. He opened seven 
long-term acute care hospitals and most 
recently was called upon to take over 
operations at another hospital while con-
tinuing to run Crossroads. 

Cunningham’s exceptional service to 
RLC is evidenced by the “double duty” he 
serves on both college boards, acting as a 
liaison.  In addition to making board meet-
ing attendance a priority, Cunningham 
serves on three Foundation committees 
and adds invaluable insight. 

Board Chair Jim Kelly identified Cun-
ningham among those in the next genera-
tion of local leaders who will be directing 
the Foundation into the future. 

“He brings a lot of experience with the 
various places he has been and worked,” 
Kelly said. “He is a very intelligent man, 

probably one of the better members on 
our board, intellectually.” 

Kelly commented on how much Cun-
ningham has done already. He is a military 
veteran and a licensed scuba instructor, to 
name a couple. 

For the college, Cunningham has been 
an instrumental supporter. He spear-
headed the Crossroads Hospital Scholar-
ship Loan Program providing scholarship 
funds for RLC students to complete their 
nursing education. In turn, the students 
commit to two years of employment (or 
the equivalent of the amount of schooling 
that is paid by Crossroads). The scholar-
ship criteria include a preference for those 
students from families who are currently 
serving in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

“This board member has served our 
country and saw the opportunity to seek 
out those families who have members giv-
ing the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom,” 
said Holstein, who is a retired officer of 
the U.S. Army.

• Resigned in 2013 after administrative 
position took him out of area.

Recipient  –  2009 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

DON DALBY
  Benton  /  1995 - 1998
Dalby has been a self-employed profes-

sional in the Oil and Energy industry since 
1973.  He is an alumnus of Sparks Business 
College in Shelbyville.

In recent years, he served on the five-
member Franklin County Jail Building 
Commission.

DAVID M. DAVIS
  President/CEO, First State Bank of Dix 

 /  1990 - 1993
Bank executive served on the RLC 

Foundation’s Major Gift Committee dur-
ing its five-year, $4 million “Generations 
of Excellence” capital campaign fund 
drive from 1994-99.

Davis for many years was an Illinois 
High School Association (IHSA) Boys 
Football Official.  In fact, for three con-
secutive years, the Southern Illinois team 
of Linesman Davis, Robert W. Blondi Jr. 
(Benton), Richard “Dick” Deitz (McLeans-
boro), Ken Hungate (Benton) and Ted 
Knapp (Mt. Vernon) was selected to work 
state championship finals  –  Class 6A 
(largest) in 1993, Class 1A (smallest) in ’94 
and Class 4A in ’95.  

He also was a frequent participant over 
the years in the Annual RLC Foundation 
Open Golf Tournament.

First State Bank of Dix, established in 
1909, boasted 13 employees and total as-
sets of $43.65 million at the end of 2010.   It 
eventually merged into Community First 

Bank of the Heartland in 2011;  Davis was 
listed as a Senior Vice President following 
the takeover, according to the website, 
www.commfirstbank.net.  [JoAnn Joy also 
is shown as a Community First Bank of the 
Heartland Senior Vice President.] 

• Submitted resignation in September 
1993 “due to time demands and increased 
obligations with work.”

MARILYN EATON
  Thompsonville  /  1993 - 1995 
A retired teacher from the Thompson-

ville/Pinckneyville area, according to the 
recommendation by new RLCF Director 
Herb Winemiller, Eaton “is very enthu-
siastic about helping Rend Lake College 
provide assistance to area students.”

“She is very excited about our an-
nual campaign and will be helping in the 
Thompsonville area,” Winemiller added.

Eaton was connected to Rend Lake 
College in other ways, as well.  For eight 
years, from the 1989-90 academic year 
to 1996-97, she served as Thompsonville 
Community Coordinator for Community 
Services. 

• Resigned in February 1995.

HENRY P. “HANK” EISENGA
  Continental Tire Plant Manager  / 

 2000 - 2002  /  2005 - 2010 
Henry P. “Hank” Eisenga of Continental 

Tire has rejoined the Board of Directors 
of the Rend Lake College Foundation, 
a not-for-profit organization which has 
raised millions of dollars for student 
scholarships and on-campus renovation 
and expansion.

Eisenga previously held a seat on the 
RLC Foundation Board during his earlier 
tenure as Plant Manager of the Continen-
tal General Tire plant in Mt. Vernon, but 
left the Board when his duties took him 
to the Mayfield, KY, plant.  Now, Eisenga 
has managerial responsibilities at both 
facilities, but spends the majority of his 
time in Mt. Vernon, he said.

Shortly after assuming his position 
overseeing local operations at General 
Tire the first time, Eisenga visited the Ina 
campus and toured facilities of the com-
prehensive community college with RLC 
administrators.

“The Nominating Committee recog-
nizes Mr. Eisenga to be an extremely 
valuable community leader and an ad-
vocate of community college education,” 
Executive Director Pat Mitchell noted the 
first time the General Tire chief replaced 
Mt. Vernon Attorney David L. Piercy.  
“He will strengthen the RLC Foundation 
by bringing expertise and representing 
various constituencies and areas of the 
college.” 
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“The educational connection between 
Continental Tire and Rend Lake College 
is something we established years ago 
and we are very proud of that,” Eisenga 
said upon rejoining the RLCF Board.  
“Through this partnership, we are able 
to continue to educate our workforce and 
our community.  It is vital Rend Lake Col-
lege and Continental keep that coopera-
tive effort going.”

Continental Tire is the largest single em-
ployer in the Rend Lake College District.  
Continental A.G.,  General Tire and GTY 
Tire was the first to step to the forefront 
with a lead gift of $100,000 when the RLC 
Foundation embarked on its first major 
fund-raising “Generations of Excellence” 
capital campaign in December 1994.

The tire manufacturer also awards 
scholarships annually to several children 
and/or spouses of Continental Tire em-
ployees attending Rend Lake  College.

“I am very pleased to be a part of the 
Foundation Board.  The whole college 
environment, from my standpoint, is an 
opportunity the entire community needs 
to take advantage of,” said Eisenga.

“Community colleges are an important 
part of continuing education.  They offer 
a uniqueness that universities often can-
not,” he added.

“As a representative of the largest 
employer in the Mt. Vernon area, he will 
bring his business expertise back to the 
Foundation Board,” said Pat Mitchell, 
Chief Executive Officer of the RLC Foun-
dation.  “His seating will strengthen the 
partnership between Continental Tire and 
Rend Lake College and its Foundation.”

Eisenga, a native of Wyoming, MI, is 
a graduate of Middle Tennessee State 
University and earned his Master of 
Business Administration Degree from the 
University of Illinois.  He and his wife, Ila 
“Cookie,” have a son, Derek, and three 
daughters, Rachel, Jessica and Brittany.

Eisenga also serves as a member of 
the Board of Directors  for the Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce and is on 
the Executive Board of the Okaw Valley 
Boy Scouts of America.  He is a Past Direc-
tor on the Board of First United Methodist 
Church in Murfreesboro, TN, and has 
been a Rotary member previously in both 
Middle Tennessee and Central Illinois.  
Away from the job and the board room, 
he enjoys golf, boating and racquetball.

According to CommunityLink, “The 
Mt. Vernon location of Continental Tire 
the Americas, LLC, was constructed in 
1973 and is one of the largest employers 
in Southern Illinois.  Continental Tire has 
a total of 2,400 employees coming from 
110 different zip codes, working shifts to 
cover the 24-hour operation.  The plant 

has grown over the years from invest-
ments and expansions and is today 70 
acres under roof  –  and still growing.

“The Mt. Vernon plant produces an av-
erage of 25,000 passenger and light truck 
tires and 8,000 commercial vehicle tires a 
day.  The plant prides itself on producing 
quality tires.  Continental’s Mission, ‘Per-
formance is Our Passion,’ ‘drives us to be 
the best tire manufacturing plant within 
the Continental Group . . .’ ”

. . . “With sales of approximately 24 bil-
lion euros in 2008, Continental is among 
the leading automotive suppliers world-
wide . . . Continental currently employs 
approximately 134,000 at nearly 190 loca-
tions in 37 countries.”

HON. BEN W. EOVALDI
  Benton  /  1980
The Honorable Ben W. Eovaldi was 

a Circuit Judge who was elected to a 
three-year term as Director during the 
Second Annual RLCF Dinner Meeting, 
attended by 56 supporters in Fall 1980.  
His election, along with that of Dr. Carl 
Lincoln Schweinfurth, brought the Board 
membership to five individuals.

• Eovaldi resigned in the first year  and 
was replaced by Ruby Webb.

MARIAN FARLOW
  McLeansboro  /  1979 - 1985
One of three original Directors elected 

to the RLCF Board at its Organizational 
Meeting in Fall 1979.  Served as Board 
Secretary the first three years with Presi-
dent Harold W. “Hank” Hannah and Vice 
Presidents Howard L. Payne and then Dr. 
Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth.

Mrs. Farlow is the widow of former 
Rend Lake College Trustee Melvin Farlow.

• Died February 18, 2015, two months 
shy of her 90th birthday, at her residence 
in Denver, where she had lived since 
March 2013 to be near her daughter.  For 
25 years before that, since both had been 
widowed, she had shared homes with her 
sister in Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas.

MILDRED FITZGERRELL
  Retired Sesser Postmaster / 1989 - 2005
To say the RLC Foundation has a friend 

in Mildred Fitzgerrell would be a gross 
understatement.  She is that and so much 
more.

The widow of former State Representa-
tive Wayne Fitzgerrell as well as a retired 
Sesser Postmaster, Mildred Fitzgerrell is 
fondly acknowledged as the Godmother 
of the beloved “Sesser Mafia,” a small 
group  of ladies who seem to have a way 
of getting things done in the community, 
Sesser’s unofficial First Lady and a Special 
Friend, indeed.

She established one of the first endowed 
student scholarships through the RLC 
Foundation in honor of her late husband.

She was elected to the RLCF Board of 
Directors at the 1989 Annual Dinner and  
demonstrated her financial commitment 
a few years later when she helped launch 
a Sesser-area capital campaign drive with 
an additional $10,000 donation.

When the RLC Foundation established  
its Presidential Award in 1995 to recognize 
deserving Foundation supporters, she 
was one of four recipients to be so hon-
ored the first year (along with Howard L. 
Payne, Hunt Bonan and fellow townsman 
Richard Garner).

“Mildred has been a very special person 
to the college for a long time,” Director of 
Resource Development Herb Winemiller 
Jr. said at the time of her Presidential 
acclaim.  “She always has been very sup-
portive of the college and the Rend Lake 
College Foundation, working with us and 
helping us meet whatever challenges we 
have undertaken.  She believes strongly in 
the institution and the students it serves.”

In November 1992, Fitzgerrell was 
named “Person of the Year” by the Sesser 
Chamber of Commerce.

In December 1993, she was recipient of 
the first “Southern Illinois Rural Genius 
Award” presented by the Southern Illi-
nois Arts Council for her work in helping 
preservation efforts involving the Sesser 
Opera House.

In 2002, she was one of the two in-
dividuals who received Third Annual 
“Distinguished Alumni” Awards from 
Sesser-Valier High School.  She was a 
graduate of forerunner Goode-Barren 
Township High School (Class of 1931).

At the time of her Alumni Award, her 
credentials . . . “Mildred (then 88) worked 
at the Sesser Post Office for 37 years and is 
a member of the Sesser United Methodist 
Church, Woman’s Club, Senior Citizens, 
the Opera House Board, Chamber of Com-
merce, DAR, Beta Sigma Phi, and a 50-year 
member of the Eastern Star.  She has been 
the recipient of the Sesser Chamber of 
Commerce Member of the Year Award and 
Beta Sigma Phi’s First Lady of the Year.

“While her late husband left a lasting 
mark on the district that he served for 
more than a decade, Mildred has quietly 
established a legacy of her own that will 
long be remembered, especially by the 
many students who have attended Rend 
Lake College because of her generosity.”

She was one of three individuals to 
serve as a Capital Campaign Chair in the 
Sesser-Valier area during the five-year, $4 
million “Generations of Excellence”fund-
raising effort conducted by the RLC Foun-
dation, beginning in 1994.
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• Died April 19, 2005, at age 91.  Her 
husband was killed in an automobile ac-
cident May 12, 1965.      

Recipient  –  1995 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Mildred Fitzgerrell

/ RLCF Silver Seal Award

BRUCE FLANIGAN
  Vice President, Boatmen’s Bank

 in Mt. Vernon  /  1989 - 1995
A V-P for Boatmen’s Bank at the time 

he joined the RLC Foundation Board of 
Directors, Flanigan also was an officer 
previously with Security Bank and was a 
Manager for successor Bank of America.  

He has been a resident of Southern Il-
linois for 36-plus years, more than 23 of 
which were spent in the banking industry.

In 2010, Flanigan was named Executive 
Director of the St. Mary’s Good Samaritan 
Foundation (later Vice President Fund De-
velopment), serving both Mt. Vernon and 
Centralia campuses  –  Good Samaritan 
Regional Health Center and St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

Major projects at the time included a 
new Good Sam RHC facility planned on 
Veterans Drive and a newly remodeled 
Intensive Care Unit at St. Mary’s.

Flanigan always has been very involved  
with community organizations, including 
United Way of Jefferson County, The Jef-
ferson County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross and Mt. Vernon Rotary Club.

The personable family man served 
as Vice President of Fund Development 
during his tenure on the RLC Foundation 
Board.  Among his committee members 
was Ex-Officio Mike Warren, Hospital 
President. 

While with Nations Bank, he was a 
member of the Economic Development 
Commission along with other RLC-related 
community leaders Bob Carlock, Terry 
Addington, Leo Childers and Steve Law-
rence, the latter three all of whom are or 
were RLCF Directors.

• Submitted his resignation from the 
RLC Foundation Board in March 1995.

MATTHEW B. FLANIGAN
  Attorney with Black, Hedin, Ballard,

 McDonald, P.C., Mt. Vernon  /  2010-
An Associate with the longstanding 

firm in his hometown of Mt. Vernon (he 
was born in Centralia), Flanigan earned 
his Juris Doctor Degree from the Cumber-
land School of Law at Samford University 
in Birmingham, AL (Class of 2006) and 
was admitted to the bar in Illinois the 
following year.

According to the Lawyers.com website, 
his areas of law include General Corpo-
rate, Estate Planning, Wills and Trusts, 

Business Planning / Transactions, Entity 
Formation, Corporations and Limited Li-
ability Company Law.

He is a member of the Jefferson County 
and Illinois State Bar Associations.  The 
website also indicates he was formerly 
with Burr & Forman LLP and is a member 
of Cumberland Law Review, Curia Hono-
ris and a Caruthers Teaching Fellow.

Law firm Partner Mark Ballard also is 
a member of the RLC Foundation Board 
of Directors.  Partner Terry R. Black is a  
former RLCF Director.  

Flanigan was a member of the student 
government his junior and senior years 
at Baylor University, serving as Student 
Body President as a senior.  A Business 
Administration major, Flanigan attended 
the President’s Prayer Breakfast in Wash-
ington, D.C., as a representative of the 
prestigious Texas institution and was a 
member of Phi Kappa Chi fraternity.

In November 2011, when the Mt. Ver-
non Township High School Foundation 
“Distinguished Alumni Awards” Dinner  
honored three (of six total) individuals 
with strong Rend Lake College ties  –  
Robert Brown, Carol Dilley Jaudes and 
Sam Mateer  –  the host for the evening 
was MVTHS Foundation Chair Flanigan.   

Matthew and his twin sister, Megan, 
are the son and daughter of former RLCF 
Director Bruce Flanigan and his wife, 
Paula.

Matthew Bruce Flanigan and Kathryn 
Ann Kauppila of Oakland, MI, were mar-
ried August 16, 2014.

RANDY FORBY
  Executive	V-P,	South	Pointe	Bank		•

 Regional President, Mid Country Bank  
 /  2004 - 2009

“As a graduate of a community college, 
I know firsthand the important role these 
institutions  play in our communities,” 
said Mt. Vernon resident Randy Forby, 
who was selected soon after he joined 
South Pointe Bank as Executive Vice 
President / Credit Administrator.  His 
responsibilities include overseeing the 
bank’s lending policies and operations.

Forby is a John A. Logan College gradu-
ate who has taught banking classes for six 
years through Rend Lake College.

Pat Mitchell, CEO of the RLC Founda-
tion, said her Board is always looking for 
community leaders to serve.

“Everyone on the Board recognized his 
value to Rend Lake College and the com-
munity,” Mitchell said.  Dr. Robert Parks, 
who recommended Forby to the RLCF 
Board Nominating Committee, noted that 
with the number of South Pointe Bank 
facilities in various locations, Forby will 
represent more than just Mt. Vernon.

In addition to his current duties, Forby 
has been named official successor to the 
bank’s founder and Chief Executive Offi-
cer, Olie Musgrave, who plans to retire in 
about three years.  Musgrave is a former 
member of the Rend Lake College Board 
of Trustees.

Forby had served as President of Old 
National Bank’s Mt. Vernon branch since 
2000, and was Mercantile Bank’s Re-
gional Senior Lender prior to that.  He has 
worked in the Mt. Vernon market since 
1985.

Taking an active role in his community 
is nothing new for Forby.  Aside from his 
banking career, he serves as President of 
the Mt. Vernon YMCA, Chairs the Mt. 
Vernon Revolving Loan Review Commit-
tee and is a Trustee for Dodds Township.

Forby and his wife, Starlyn, have two 
sons  –  Bruce, who is almost finished with 
his studies at Rend Lake College, and 
Matt, a senior at Mt. Vernon Township 
High School.

“The community college setting is a 
wonderful opportunity to complete gen-
eral studies before moving on to the four-
year level.  It is a great stepping stone,” 
Forby said.

“Rend Lake College serves as a vital 
link for students who plan to transfer 
to a four-year school for completion of 
a Bachelor’s Degree, as well as for those 
wanting to complete an Associate Degree, 
combining cost efficiencies with one of the 
best educational experiences available.”

• Resigned in October 2009.

JAMES R. “JIM” FORNEAR
  Retired Founder, Louisville-based

 Res-Care, Inc.  /  2005 - 2008
The Sesser native is one of only 61 indi-

viduals to have been named to the South-
ern Illinois University Distinguished 
Alumni, as of 2011.

The prestigious list includes the likes of 
former United States Congressman and 
Illinois gubernatorial candidate Glenn 
W. Poshard, the current SIUC President;  
all-time National Basketball Association 
Top-50 great Walt “Clyde” Frazier of the 
New York Knicks;  human rights activist 
Dick Gregory;  Actor Dennis Franz of 
NYPD Blue fame;  former U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations Donald F. 
McHenry, and Connie Price-Smith, a four-
time Olympian in the Shot Put and Discus.  
The Distinguished Alumni ranks also 
honor one of Fornear’s mentors, William 
H. “Bill” Freeberg, founder of the Special 
Olympics.

The SIU Distinguished Alumni website 
recognizes . . .

JAMES R. FORNEAR
BS ’60, Elementary Education
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MS ’60, Rehabilitation Counseling
HPHD ’96, Honorary PhD

 “James R. Fornear was a youth founda-
tion and Job Corps Center director before 
starting his Louisville, Kentucky-based re-
habilitation company, Res-Care, Inc. (sig-
nifying respect and care) in 1974.  Fornear 
built Res-Care into a multi-million dollar 
corporation recognized by Forbes and 
Business Week magazines.  His corporation 
is traded on the NASDAQ, and Fornear re-
mains a company Board member though 
retired from daily corporate operations.  
Res-Care helps and houses the disabled, 
teaches job skills to needy youths and 
provides support to homebound people.  
Fornear has established scholarships and 
supported various programs at SIU.”
  Fornear was serving as a Guidance 
Director from 1960-62 for Mt. Vernon 
Township High School, as well as teaching 
part-time for Mt. Vernon Junior College, 
when he left to build and operate a sum-
mer camp program in Missouri, the start 
to his long and fruitful business career 
outside the classroom.
 • His resignation in June 2008, after 
less than three years, nevertheless was 
met with deep regret by the other Direc-
tors.  He cited the difficulty in attending 
meetings when often times out of the 
area on business but vowed to continue 
his support for the college and the RLC 
Foundation.
 Recipient  –  Sportsman presented Illinois
 Field Trials State Award in 2007
 Recipient  –  James & Margaret Fornear
   / RLCF Diamond Seal Award (includes
    gift-in-kind)

LARRY E. FOSTER
  Benton  /  1986 - 1997 
The Executive Vice President of the 

Rend Lake Conservancy District since 
1972 became the newest member of the 
Rend Lake College Foundation Board of 
Directors in July 1986.  He replaces an-
other Benton resident, Jerry Furby, who 
resigned.

The newest Director helped the RLC 
Foundation establish the Judge Roy O. 
Gulley Scholarship Fund recently and 
has assisted the college in numerous 
educational projects during his tenure.  He 
joined the RLCD in 1968 as the Assistant 
Manager.  In May, Foster was recognized 
for his 18 years of service by the RLCD 
Board of Trustees.

He was honored in 1984 as Benton’s 
“Citizen of the Year,” and a year ago the 
parkway connecting all of Gun Creek was 
renamed the Larry E. Foster Parkway 
Road in his honor.  He also serves on the 
board of Southern Illinois, Incorporated.

The Conservancy District, during his 

tenure as Assistant Manager, secured 
its land through state grants, began its 
farming program and established the vital 
Intercity Water System in use throughout 
the area.  More recent accomplishments 
include the establishment of a champion-
ship-caliber golf course and a trap shoot 
facility, a $1.6 million sewage plant and 
a new Information-Rest Area facility on 
southbound Interstate 57.

Foster holds a degree in Business Ad-
ministration from Syracuse University.  

• Resigned reluctantly in February 1997 
citing health reasons.

JIMMY J. FULKS
  Owner / President, Mariah Boats, Inc.

 in Benton  /  1995 - 2002
How appropriate it is that Jimmy J. 

Fulks would become No. 7 in a lineup of 
heavy hitters for the Rend Lake College 
Foundation.

A close personal friend of the late Mick-
ey Mantle  –  a picture of the two of them 
hangs in the office of the Mariah Boats, Inc. 
CEO, along with other memorabilia of No. 
7, the former Yankee great  –  Fulks joined 
the RLC Foundation’s version of the Hall 
of Fame Tuesday evening (December 8, 
1998 when he was named recipient of a 
“Presidential Award.”

With the announcement by RLC Presi-
dent Mark S. Kern, Fulks becomes only 
the seventh person to be so honored.

Fulks could do about anything he 
wanted in the field  –  pitch, play short-
stop, roam the outfield like his old friend  
–  or in the batting order  –  hit clean-up, 
lead-off, etc.  –  for the RLC Foundation 
after a very productive four years on its 
Board of Directors.

Prior to the 1998 Foundation Annual 
Dinner, Fulks’ contributions to the col-
lege in recent years has amounted to over 
$300,000 and culminated in the recent 
naming of the new Jimmy J. Fulks Aquat-
ics Center on the Ina campus.

The Mariah Boats Founder and Presi-
dent made an immediate impact in 1994, a 
few months after joining the Board, when 
he matched the “lead” gifts of General Tire 
and Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon with a 
$100,000 commitment to the “Generations 
of Excellence” Capital Campaign.

Fulks had told those present at the 1994 
Annual Dinner of his humble beginnings 
as a sharecropper’s son, of his need one 
winter as a young man without adequate 
footwear, of a woman’s generosity in 
taking him to a store to purchase a new 
pair of $5 shoes and in his personal vow 
to repay that debt many times over “if I 
ever get the chance.”

“He certainly has done that,” RLC 
Foundation Executive Director Pat Mitch-

ell said at the October 30, 1998 dedication 
of the Fulks Aquatics Center.

Since that initial investment in the col-
lege and its students, Fulks and Mariah 
Boats have been a co-sponsor of the an-
nual RLCF Open Golf Tournament.

Enough to earn a Presidential Award?  
Without question.

Fulks was far from done, though.
He allowed the Mariah pledge in later 

years to be counted toward a $200,000 
shortfall in funding for the aquatics recre-
ation and rehabilitation facility.  When that 
still was not enough to go along with the 
state’s original $1.8 million appropriation, 
Fulks personally upped the ante enough 
to complete the project.

Kern recalled it did not take Fulks long 
in one of their meetings to decide to as-
sume the additional liability.  “He saw the 
need and the benefits to the community 
in making his generous offer,” Kern said.

When considering this donation, Jimmy 
asked the question, ‘If I do this, will it free 
other monies for (student) scholarships?’”

In a Letter to the Editor on Fulks’ behalf 
last summer, Kern alluded to a project 
“in jeopardy.  Mr. Fulks made a major 
donation that allowed the project  –  done 
by Southern Illinois contractors  –  to be 
completed.

“The facility now enables people with 
arthritic conditions to exercise, those with 
physical problems to have water therapy, 
young children to learn to swim, others to 
receive life-saving lessons and lifeguard 
training and a place for high school stu-
dents to have wholesome after-prom or 
graduation parties.”

Added Kern, “Mr. Fulks has under-
written major educational projects by 
donating much-needed equipment and 
educational tools to Rend Lake College, 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
University of Illinois and John A. Logan 
College.  He has made his business avail-
able to provide training for students and 
job opportunities for hundreds of area 
residents.

“I know first-hand he has regularly 
come to the aid of those in need, also.  He 
has helped ease the financial pain of medi-
cal and economic disasters for many area 
families, and he has repeatedly given gen-
erously to provide clothing for economi-
cally disadvantaged children, support for 
community-based activities such as youth 
sports programs and American Red Cross 
blood drives, food for local pantries and 
funding for Benton street signs.

“It has been my privilege,” concluded 
Kern, “to view Mr. Fulks’ many contribu-
tions to and his positive impact on our 
region.”

• ST. LOUIS BUSINESS JOURNAL JUNE 10, 2001
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Jimmy Fulks started Mariah Boats Inc. 
in 1989 in a temporary garage and quickly 
built it into one of the largest independent 
boat builders in the country.

News of the demise of Mariah Boats 
Inc. came more quickly and unexpect-
edly. Fulks, President of the company, 
announced the closing in a May 23 letter 
sent to employees and faxed to dealers 
and the mayor of Benton, IL. Since then, 
people haven’t been able to contact Fulks.

The news shocked the company’s 
300-plus workers and almost 200 Mariah 
boat dealers nationwide and abroad. The 
company had annual sales of about $48 
million.

“All I know was that when I walked 
into my office on May 23, there was a let-
ter stating that the company was closing,” 
said Ray Machens, owner of St. Charles 
Boat and Motor Co., the sole Mariah 
dealer in the St. Louis area. “It also said the 
company was not filing for bankruptcy, 
but was selling the company back to (Na-
tional City Bank) and had hired a broker 
to sell the remaining boats.”

“Calls to Fulks at Mariah were not re-
turned and he asked that his home phone 
number not be given out. Bank officials 
also did not return calls.”

Recipient  –  1998 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Mariah Boats, Inc. / RLCF
 Diamond Seal Award

JERRY L. FURBY
  Officer,	Benton	Community	Bank	

 Benton / Mt. Vernon  /  1984 - 1986
Early in his banking career Furby spent 

time at financial institutions in both 
Benton (Benton Community Bank) and 
Mt. Vernon (American Savings and Loan 
Company).

In 1988, he was Executive Vice President 
with United Illinois Bank and President of 
United Financial Services.

Since 1993, he has been Executive Vice 
President and a Business Banking Man-
ager for PNC, most recently in the Greater 
Chicago Area and Wisconsin (National 
City Bank until 2007).  He now resides in 
Geneva.  

He also has held Finance/Banking 
administrative positions in the St. Louis 
Metro East area (O’Fallon), Springfield 
(Chatham), Decatur and Indianapolis.

Furby has served as Board Chair since 
1983 of the Small Business Growth Cor-
poration, one of the top five SBA Certified 
Development Companies in the nation 
processing SBA 504 Loans.  He also has 
been Advisory Board Chair of the Illinois 
Entrepreneurship Network from 2003 to 
the present.  That group works with the 
Network as a part of the Illinois Depart-

ment of Commerce and Economic Op-
portunity;  the IEN provides oversight and 
counseling to the state’s Small Business 
Development Centers (SBDC) and other 
organizations.

Furby was a Rend Lake College fresh-
man in 1972-73 and is a 1976 graduate of 
Murray (KY) State University.

• Resigned from his position on the 
RLCF Board in May 1986.

BOB FURLOW
  Christopher  /  1990 - 1994
Owner/Operator of Bowlin’s Foodland 

of Christopher.  The retail grocery was 
established in 1966.

• Resigned in April 1994.

RICHARD GARNER
  Agent, Garner Insurance in Sesser
	 •	Retired	School	Administrator  
 /  1994 - 2000

Described in April 1994, at the time 
of his appointment to the RLCF Board, 
as a retired School Superintendent from 
Sesser-Valier High School “and is very 
well known in the community.”

It did not take this volunteer long to 
make an impression.  Two years after his 
election to the RLCF Board of Directors, 
Garner was honored with one of the first 
four RLC Foundation Presidential Awards 
presented.

Garner shared honors with Howard L. 
Payne, an active Director since the RLCF 
was revitalized in 1979;  Mildred Fitzger-
rell, who established one of the first en-
dowed scholarships and was completing 
her sixth year on the Board of Directors, 
and Hunt Bonan, another six-year RLCF 
veteran tireless in his efforts to support 
the non-for-profit organization. 

Garner’s leadership, along with that 
of fellow award-winner Fitzgerrell and 
Jim Kelly, helped produce more than 
$33,000 in contributions from the Sesser 
community during the “Generations of 
Excellence” capital campaign in one year.

“Richard is a hard worker.  He is highly 
respected in the community and is very 
supportive of what Rend Lake College is 
trying to accomplish,” commented RLCF 
Executive Director Herb Winemiller Jr.

Garner worked part-time for many 
years in the 1980s as one of the Sesser 
Community Coordinators for the RLC 
Community Services program.

• Resigned in April 2000.
Recipient  –  1995 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

BRAD GESELL
  Co-Owner-President, Gesell’s Pump

 Sales-Service, Whittington / Benton  
 /  2010 -

The 2007 RLC Foundation “Alumnus 
of the Year” (Class of 1980) is President of 
the family-owned business just down the 
road from the Ina campus, and is a Past-
President of the 600-member Illinois Oil 
and Gas Association (2007-09).

Gesell’s Pump Sales and Service, a 
privately owned business on Route 37 in 
Whittington, was established in 1981 by 
brothers Brad and Mark Gesell and their 
father, Kenneth.  Its primary status is that 
of an oil-drilling operation overseeing 
more than 150 wells in Jefferson, Franklin, 
Williamson and Hamilton counties.  The 
business start-up came soon after Brad’s 
1980  graduation from Rend Lake College.

[Sister Brenda, a Lady Warrior basket-
ball standout, is now a partner, also.  Their 
father died in 1996.]

They began as service providers but 
shortly thereafter were into the produc-
tion side of the oil industry.  Gesell’s 
Pump Sales and Service was incorporated 
in 1986, primarily drilling for oil but still 
a bona fide service company providing 
three service rigs, backhoes, trucks and 
service personnel.  

In 2006, the corporation which averages 
four new wells per year was named Illi-
nois Oil and Gas Association “Wildcatter 
of the Year” for the most significant oil 
discovery in the state.  

Dr. LARRY V. “VAL” GIBBONS
  President-CEO, Applied Research

 and Development Lab (ARDL, Inc.)  
 /  1990 - 1994

At the RLCF Annual Dinner Meeting 
December 15, 1993, the outgoing officer 
was presented with a plaque for his con-
tributions as President, as sponsor of the 
Foundation Open Golf Tournament the 
past three years, as a scholarship donor, as 
an employer of many Cooperative Educa-
tion students and college graduates and 
as one “who has a genuine interest in the 
educational goals of Rend Lake College,” 
according to Executive Director Herb 
Winemiller Jr.

One of three persons to share the role 
of Capital Campaign Chair for Jefferson 
County during the RLC Foundation’s 
five-year, $4 million “Generations of Ex-
cellence” fund-raising effort which began 
in 1994.

All three daughters of Val and Ann Gib-
bons graduated from Rend Lake College  
–  Valerie (Class of ’75), Lisa (’77) and 
Cathy (’80).  

ARDL Inc., according to its website in 
2012, was “established in Mt. Vernon, IL, 
in 1971 by Dr. L.V. Gibbons” and “has 
grown to include a staff of highly trained 
scientists, engineers and technical special-
ists  –  28 full- and part-time scientists and 
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technicians / 19 key personnel averaging 
22 years of service at ARDL  –  providing 
a wide variety of services in the fields of 
chemistry, engineering, the environmental 
sciences, industrial hygiene, safety train-
ing and petroleum technology.  

“ARDL is a certified drinking water 
laboratory in the State of Illinois and is 
Nelac certified by the State of Illinois.  
Further, the laboratory is an active partici-
pant in the Contract Laboratory  Program 
of the Indiana Dept. of Environmental 
Management and is under contract with 
USEPA Region 7 as a part of the Region 7 
Analysis Program.

“Given the demonstrated strength of 
its technical and management staff and 
its highly sophisticated instrumentation 
inventory, ARDL can provide clients with 
a focused, cost-effective response to their 
need for assistance in the sciences and 
engineering, drawing on more than two 
decades of successful operational history 
to assure successful project completion.”

• Resigned in April 1994.
Recipient  –  ARDL  –  Dr. Val Gibbons

/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award       

PHILIP GUSTAFSON
  President/CEO, St. Mary’s Good Sam-

 aritan of Southern Illinois, Mt. Vernon;  
 System V-P, SSM Health Care  /  2013-

Well-known throughout the district for 
his work in the health care field, Phil Gus-
tafson has served as President and CEO 
of St. Mary’s Good Samaritan of Southern 
Illinois and as System Vice President for 
SSM Health Care since December 2008. 
With many years of experience in hospital 
administration, he says he hopes to use 
RLC’s connection with the communities 
in its district as a Director and voice for 
the college.

“I’ve been involved with some proj-
ects with Rend Lake College in the past 
and, of those people I worked with, I’ve 
developed some very good relationships 
and I’ve been very impressed,” said 
Gustafson. “I think I can provide some 
help with the strategic planning and long-
range planning to help Rend Lake College 
and the Foundation achieve its mission, 
especially in the health care industry.”

He began his health care career as an 
Assistant Administrator at St. Louis Chil-
dren’s Hospital and has served in four 
other states, including Illinois.  Before join-
ing St. Mary’s Good Samaritan and SSM 
Health Care, he was CEO of West Valley 
Hospital in Goodyear, AZ.  He also was 
CEO at San Ramon (CA) Regional Medical 
Center and Creighton University Medical 
Center in Omaha, NE.

Prior to embarking on what has become 
a 30-year career, Gustafson earned a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree from MacMurray 
College, a Master of Science Degree from 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville 
and a Master of Health Administration 
Degree from Washington University 
(MO).  He has been a fellow in the Ameri-
can College of Health Care Executives for 
more than 20 years.

Gustafson pointed to the relationships 
between RLC, the community and the 
needs of local industry as unique reasons 
for his desire to become a Director.

“Overall, I’ve been impressed with 
what Rend Lake College has done,” he 
said. “I don’t think I’ve ever see an entity 
try to be so responsive in what the needs 
in the community are. The partnerships 
between the college and local businesses 
are significant and I see that as a very 
special approach I want to be involved in.”

Gustafson was brought onto the RLCF 
Board in October.  “I’m looking for op-
portunities for some great discussions and 
creativity,” he said. “I hope to bring some 
thinking outside of the box, and I think 
we’re all going to go through some enrich-
ing changes.  I’m sure our work together 
is going to reflect on the educational 
framework and mission of the college.”

CEO Shawna Manion said, “Phil is an 
incredible asset to the community of Mt. 
Vernon and to the college district. The 
working relationship he has formed with 
us over the years will be strengthened by 
seating him on the Foundation board, and 
we look forward to utilizing his experi-
ence and knowledge in healthcare to help 
us better serve our students.”

Gustafson is an avid reader of colonial 
history and the study of health care regu-
lations.  He has been married to his wife, 
Pamela, a fifth-generation resident of 
Mascoutah, for 41 years.  They have a son, 
Matthew, who is working on his career in 
directing and producing movies.

HAROLD W. “HANK” HANNAH
  Jefferson County Attorney at Law 
	 •	Retired	U.	of	Illinois	Agriculture	Law
 / Veterinary Law Professor / 1979 - 1992
   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  1993

Is it any wonder why the Rend Lake 
College Foundation has been nothing but 
first-class since Day One (1979)?

Look no further than the man who 
helped write the Foundation bylaws and 
served as the first RLCF President from 
1979-82, Harold W. “Hank” Hannah of 
Texico.

When he died November 20, 2001 at 
age 90, one obituary indicated Hannah 
“had friends throughout the United States 
and the world.  Hank was truly an inter-
national man . . . and a renaissance man, 
too.”  

Hannah remained a practicing lawyer 
until the time of his death, serving as 
counsel for the Illinois Veterinary Medi-
cine Association and for other lawyers.  
He first set up private practice in 1935.

He taught law at University of Illinois 
and for the Southern Illinois University 
Law School for 61 years.

“During this time,” according to a 
military website for the World War II Para-
trooper and retired Lieutenant Colonel, 
“he wrote a very successful book, Law 
on the Farm.  Until recently, he wrote a 
monthly legal brief for the AVMA Journal.  
Kay Shipman, writing in Farm Week, called 
him ‘a freedom fighter on two fronts . . . in 
the war and also in education for setting 
up the Land Grant University in India.’ ”
 Hannah was the son of a Central Illinois 
tenant farmer who went on to graduate 
from the University of Illinois Colleges 
of Agriculture and Law.  He also held 
various positions at U. of I., including 
Assistant to the Dean, Associate Dean 
and Professor in two law programs he 
was considered the founding father of in 
Urbana-Champaign, Agricultural Law 
and Veterinary Law.
 In between, he was called to serve his 
country.  He parachuted behind enemy 
lines into Normandy on D-Day in 1944, 
was wounded in Holland later the same 
year and was retired for disability in 1945.  
He was recipient of a Purple Heart, the 
Legion of Merit and the Croix de Guerre.
 Upon his return to U. of I., he was 
placed in charge of veterans.
 Hannah’s government assignments 
were diversified, including a key role in 
helping with the establishment of an ag-
riculture university in India from 1955-57 
and time spent in Pakistan and Nigeria.  
He also directed a project in Michigan 
for a legislative committee charged with 
reorganization of state government.
 After retiring from U. of I., he taught 
Agricultural Law at SIU from 1975-95. 
 Hannah is credited with playing a 
“leading role” in the formation of both a 
national agriculture law association and 
later a national veterinary law group.
 In 2000 he was recognized with The 
Edward Nestingen Alumni Award  –  The 
Distinguished Service Award by the Uni-
versity YMCA of the University of Illinois.
 In 2002, the Illinois State Bar Association 
honored him as  a Laureate Award Winner.
 According to his obituary, “His publica-
tions include several books on agricultural 
and veterinary law, as well as university 
bulletins and numerous articles in pro-
fessional journals.  For many years, he 
authored a regular column in the Journal of 
the American Veterinary Medical Association.  
In recent years he has published a number 
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of reminiscences:  Academic Interlude and 
Military Interlude, among them, as well 
as a popular volume on Mules and Law!”   

Hank and Verna “Bowie” Hannah were 
married in 1965.  They are the parents of 
five children. 

Locally, in addition to the RLC Founda-
tion, he was active in the Jefferson County 
Bar Association, Jefferson County Histori-
cal Society, World Affairs Forum, Mitchell 
Museum and Rotary Club, of which he 
was a Past President of Mt. Vernon Rotary 
Club and a Past District Governor.

He was well-known for his penchant for 
growing, sawmilling and making things 
from wood and also enjoyed vegetable 
gardening, photography, nature study,  
music and meteorology.      

Recipient  –  First person to be awarded 
Board Emeritus status following  his re-
tirement from the RLCF in 1992.

BENNY HARMSE
  Vice President of Manufacturing,

 Continental Tire The Americas, 
 Mt. Vernon  /  2011-

Elevated to the Mt. Vernon Plant Man-
ager position in 2009, approximately 23 
years after his career began with the tire-
manufacturing giant.

Harmes was a Trainee, Engineer and 
Plant Engineer from 1986-2002 with 
Continental Tyre  South Africa, followed 
by a three-year stint (2003-06) as Project 
Manager for Continental Automotive 
Romania SRL.

He returned to the States in 2007 as 
General Manager – Manufacturing for 
Continental Tire before being promoted 
to his current position two years later.

The largest employer in Mt. Vernon has 
experienced two major expansions under 
his direction.  The first, in 2011, was a $244 
million investment intended to add 100 
new jobs.  In 2013, a January announce-
ment called for an 80,000-square-foot ex-
pansion of the commercial tire plant, due 
for completion in 2015, which is expected 
to increase  production to an annual vol-
ume of more than 3 million truck tires.

Harmse was named Grand Marshall of 
the 2014 Fall Fest Parade in Mt. Vernon 
as part of a tribute to Continental Tire in 
celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the 
Mt. Vernon Plant opening. 

“One corporate giant located in the 
county that also deserves its own chap-
ter is Continental Tire of the Americas, 
LLC,” according to a special “25 Years of 
VISIONS” Edition published in February 
2013 by The Sentinel.

“The plant is celebrating its 40th birth-
day this year and its 3,200 employees 
continue to show their dedication and 
hard work to the community through 

technology upgrades and investments in 
expansions, even though some employees  
drive 65 miles (radius) for work every day.

“The business is also known for be-
ing the largest employer in the region, a 
title that alone shows a group of people 
dedicated to the community.  Recently, 
the company announced another $129 
million expansion (primarily) to the CVT 
(commercial tire) area, which will bring 
another 100 jobs to the area.”

More facts . . .
• Since 2008, the plant has hired more 

than 1,000 people.
• Altogether, more than $615 million in 

investments have been made at the plant 
since 2006.

• When the latest expansion becomes 
a reality in 2015, the plant will be capable 
of producing about 9,700 tires per day.

• “The enormous building, covering 
about 100 acres of ground under one roof, 
produces passenger, light truck (PLT) and 
commercial (CVT) tires.  Tire custom-
ers include Chrysler, Ford, GM, Honda, 
Mercedes, Nissan, Subaru and Toyota, in 
addition to the tire replacement market.”

The plant, noted VISIONS Reporter 
ReAnne Palmer, “was originally built in 
1973 by then-owner General Tire.  In 1987, 
Continental AG, based out of Germany, 
purchased the company and later changed 
its name to Continental Tire North Amer-
ica, Inc.

“In 2010, the name we all know now 
came about:  Continental Tire of the 
Americas.”

Mt. Vernon Plant Manager Benny 
Harmse indicated “one reason the com-
pany continues to expand in Southern 
Illinois is because of the community and 
the workforce.

“ ‘One of the reasons why we continue 
to invest in Mt. Vernon is that we have 
such a business-friendly community here.  
We have a great, dedicated workforce 
here, and the workforce has proven itself 
over and over to be world-class in all 
aspects.  I think that the other big asset 
is the continued success of our existing 
expansions,’ he said.”
 The plant boasts a full-service workout 
facility which is available free to all em-
ployees, and Harmse may be its biggest 
advocate.  He is a competitive cyclist who 
rides for the Bike Surgeon / Continental  
Tire Team in USA Cycling events.  In a 
July 2013 race, he placed 17th out of 47 
competitors in the Men’s 50 Division of 
the Great Egyptian Omnium.  He was part 
of a four-person team the following year  
in a 12-hour endurance competition.  
 Recipient  –  2014 Rend Lake College 
   Foundation “Presidential Award”

JIM HINMAN
  Manager, Tri-County Electric

 Cooperative, Mt. Vernon / 1987 - 1994
   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  1994

Elected along with Bob Taylor and Mar-
garet Beal at Ninth Annual Foundation 
Board meeting in November 1987.

Served as RLC Foundation President in 
1989-90, when the organization conducted 
its first major fund-raising campaign.  

In December 1994, when he was ap-
pointed to the Rend Lake College Board 
of Trustees, he also was serving as one 
of three Jefferson County chairs to help 
spearhead a five-year, $4 million capital 
campaign drive on the college’s behalf.

An endowed “Jim Hinman Scholar-
ship” was established in 1996 after his 
death May 30 following complications 
from two liver transplants.  A Resolution 
of Commendation presented to the family 
indicated Hinman was directly respon-
sible for individually raising more than 
$750,000 for the Foundation, including his 
time as President when the organization 
conducted its first major capital campaign 
and as one of three Jefferson County chairs 
in the recent “Generations of Excellence” 
Campaign.

Hinman was described by his good 
friend, RLC Dean for Finance and Admin-
istration Bob Carlock, as “one of our true 
friends.”

“In the 11 years I have worked here, I 
know of no one more interested in Rend 
Lake College than Jim.  His interest was 
so genuine.”

In a touching thank-you, Liz Hinman 
recalled her husband’s concern for helping 
students.  “Jim,” she said, “believed in the 
quality of life . . . and essential to that was 
a quality education.”

“It is the people like Jim Hinman who 
leave the footprints that are hard to fol-
low,” agreed RLCF Annual Dinner Mas-
ter of Ceremonies Russ Withers, owner 
of WMIX AM-FM Radio in Mt. Vernon 
and many other radio-television stations 
throughout the country. 

Under an arrangement with Hinman 
and Tri-County Electric Cooperative, the 
college has been able to save approxi-
mately $100,000 annually on its power bill 
by agreeing to shut down when requested 
to do so during peak summer and winter 
usage times.

Tri-County Electric Cooperative re-
ceived the RLC Foundation’s 12th An-
nual “Outstanding Community Support” 
Award in 1991.

Recipient  –  Second individual to be 
awarded Board Emeritus status upon his 
retirement from the RLCF in 1994.

Upon receiving a plaque at the 15th 



of American Agriculture Scholarship in 
1991, which they have generously sup-
ported through the years. This scholarship 
is available to any farm, ranch or agribusi-
ness woman or her daughter between the 
ages of 18-23 to pursue accredited courses 
in ag leadership, communications, rural 
sociology, medicine or any other courses 
directly benefiting agriculture.

American Agri-Women is the nation’s 
largest coalition of farm, ranch and agri-
business women, with 50 state, commod-
ity and agribusiness affiliate organiza-
tions, plus collegiate chapters throughout 
the country.  AAW is an all-volunteer 
organization, working to provide reli-
able information about agriculture to the 
public since 1974.
facebook  –  SIU COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES

On June 10, 2015, Mrs. Jean Ibendahl 
will be celebrating her 97th birthday. The 
College of Agricultural Sciences at SIU is 
planning a special celebration of her life-
time accomplishments and would like to 
invite students, teachers and others who 
have been impacted by her work to take 
part in this special recognition.

CHRIS JOHNSON
  Walgreens Distribution Center Plant

 Manager, Mt. Vernon  /  2006 - 2009
The 2006 RLC Foundation “Alumnus of 

the Year,” a 1998 graduate, has spent the 
past 16 years with Walgreens and is now 
back to where he started.

The Mt. Vernon Township High School 
graduate began his career at the Mt. Ver-
non distribution center and worked there 
for 11 years before transferring to Jupiter, 
FL.  He spent two years in Florida as an 
Operational Manager, opening the newest 
Walgreens distribution center during his 
time there.

He then moved to Waxahacie, TX, about 
20 miles south of Dallas, as Plant Manager.  
In January, he left to fill a similar role at 
the Mt. Vernon facility.

As head of the Mt. Vernon Walgreens 
operation, he manages the company’s 
largest distribution center, in terms of both 
volume and team members, in the nation.

The RLC Foundation Board member 
represents one of the largest employers 
in the Mt. Vernon area.

“I am very excited,” he said at the time 
of his appointment as a Director.  “I think 
the Board consists of a great group of 
people.  I’m very excited to get involved 
in and work with the team there.”

Of his Southern Illinois roots, Johnson 
noted, “I was always proud to tell every-
body where I was from  –  especially while 
I was in Florida and Texas  –  but I was 
even more proud to tell everybody where 
I was coming back home to.”
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Annual Foundation Dinner Meeting, the 
recipient commented, “The bottom line 
is helping young students out there go to 
college and get an education.”  According 
to highlights of the past year’s activities, 
70 RLC students received scholarship 
support as a result of Foundation efforts.

SUSAN R. HUGHEY
  Co-Owner, Hughey Funeral Home,

 Mt. Vernon  
 /  1988 - 1989

According to a special “25 Years of VI-
SIONS” Edition published in February 
2013 by The Sentinel, Owner and President 
Susan R. Hughey and her late husband, 
Charles Hughey (who died January 1, 
2002, at age 60), took over the Pulley 
Funeral Home in 1969 “and have been 
building up the reputation of the business 
ever since.”

“ ‘We came here in 1969, so 44 years ago,’ 
said Hughey.  ‘We moved in on January 1 
and that’s unheard of, but Charles came 
up here at midnight, because we took over 
at midnight, and he slept on a couch down 
in the funeral home in case the phone rang 
after 12 o’clock.  He was on top of it.’
 “The Hugheys, then in their mid-20s, 
had previously worked in a funeral home, 
but thought that starting their own busi-
ness was the right direction for them.
 “ ‘We were so young and it was a big 
deal.  We signed our life away and we 
were really scared,’ she said.  ‘I’m from 
Marion, but Charles grew up here, in 
Bonnie.  He grew up on a farm and his 
grandfather passed away there.  That’s 
when he decided that he was going to be 
a funeral director.’
 “When they first started business in 
1969, the only other funeral home in 
Mt. Vernon was Myers Funeral Parlor.  
Hughey said that Myers was much more 
popular when they started.
 “ ‘They were our competitor and they 
did all the business in town.  Competition 
is a good thing, but it’s not easy to grow 
your business.  Charles did it by talking 
to people and doing nice things for them,‘ 
she said.”
 Hughey’s oldest daughter, Carmen 
Hughey-Deichman, now serves as Cor-
porate Secretary and Funeral Director.  
Longtime employee Don Collier is Vice 
President and Funeral Director.
 “ ‘. . . The funeral business has changed 
a lot (in the last 25 years), even in just the 
last 10 years,’ Collier said.  ‘It has changed 
through personalization and special re-
quests by families that want to, maybe not 
necessarily have a traditional funeral, but 
they want to bring their horse in and tie it 
out front or bring their race car in.  Things 
like that.  They want to personalize it more.  

It’s a good thing, and it’s always a challenge 
for us to make each one individual and 
personal.  That’s a big thing.’ ”

“Though the grieving process has 
been around forever, Collier said that the 
funeral home wants to accommodate the 
wishes and needs of the family, not just 
the deceased.”

In addition to changing with the times 
and modern technology, “. . . it’s the hard 
work and dedication of her family and 
employees that will help locals in their 
time of need.

“ ‘I’m fortunate that I have these people 
to help me after my husband passed away.  
They all had to step up and take over.  I’m 
here, but they are the hands-on people,‘ 
she said.  ‘We’re really proud of our fu-
neral home and we’re very blessed.’ ”
 Hughey also has twin daughters, 
Monica Akes and Marsha Locke.
 Susan Hughey was named “Mt. Vernon 
Business Woman of the Year” in 1989.
 • Chose not to continue after fulfilling 
unexpired term she originally accepted.

JEAN IBENDAHL
  Tamaroa  /  1989 - 1992

From www.americanagriwomen.org

American Agri-Women . . . the national coalition 
of farm, ranch and agribusiness women’s organiza-
tions / Washington, DC, June 18, 2008

Agriculture In The Classroom founder 
and charter AAW member Jean Ibendahl 
of DuQuoin, IL, turned 90 years old dur-
ing her trip to the American Agri-Women 
(AAW) conference in Washington, DC, 
on June 10.  A reception was held in her 
honor at the House Agriculture Commit-
tee Room, where over 200 AAW members 
and guests honored her with a cake and 
book of remembrances.

Jean is a former school teacher (teach-
ing every grade from first through high 
school) and author who was married to 
Calvin Ibendahl.  Their historic farm, 
established in 1850 near Tamaroa, was an 
underground railroad station during the 
Civil War.  After 44 years growing corn, 
wheat and soybeans on the farm, they 
recently donated it to Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale.

Jean is a tireless supporter of agricul-
ture and in 1977 when she learned that 
Illinois schools had a mandate to include 
lessons on agriculture in their schools, she 
developed Agriculture In The Classroom 
to teach agriculture’s place in the U.S. 
economy.  She also attended the organi-
zational meeting of AAW in 1974 in Mil-
waukee, WI, and served as Vice President 
under Carolyn Leavens in 1984-85, as well 
as being president of Illinois Agri-Women 
three times over the years.

Jean and Calvin initiated the Daughters 



Johnson praises the role Rend Lake Col-
lege and the community college system as 
a whole play in Illinois education.

“It is very important.  I think it sets 
a very strong foundation for the kids in 
the area.  It really will help give them a 
leg up when they move on to a four-year 
university,” he commented.

Johnson and his wife, Stephanie, are the 
parents of four children  –  Lindsay, Caleb 
and twins Canden and Cayden.

• Resigned in October 2009 due to job 
relocation.

DON JOHNSON
  Pinckneyville Attorney  /  1981 - 1990
Elected to Board of Directors at the 

Third Annual Dinner Meeting September 
1981, along with Nancy Proctor, bringing 
the membership total to its capacity of 
seven for the first time.

After spending his childhood on the 
family farm in Assumption, Johnson 
enrolled at Millikin University at age 16 
and graduated cum laude in 1959 with a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Sci-
ence. He also spent a semester at Ameri-
can University in Washington D.C. In 
1961, he received a Juris Doctorate from 
the University of Illinois specializing in 
Taxation and Mineral Law.

He was appointed Law Clerk for Justice 
Byron O. House of the Illinois Supreme 
Court and joined the law firm of House 
and House in Nashville.  He then started 
the law offices of Hohlt, House, De-
Moss and Johnson in Pinckneyville and 
DuQuoin, and later became the Senior 
Partner of Johnson, Seibert and Bigham 
in Pinckneyville.

Johnson was a member of the Illinois 
State Bar Association and Chairman of 
the Federal Taxation and Mineral Law 
Section Councils.    He also was a member 
of the Illinois Bar Foundation, American 
Bar Association and Foundation, Eastern 
Mineral Law Foundation and the Perry 
County Bar Association.

He held three public offices:  States 
Attorney of Perry County, City Attorney 
of DuQuoin and City Attorney of Pinck-
neyville for 20 years.

Don and Suzanne Johnson were the 
parents of two children and had five 
grandchildren.

In December 1986, the Illinois State Bar 
Association announced Johnson was the 
incoming Chair of The Fellows of the Il-
linois Bar Foundation.  The Fellows group 
annually selects outstanding individuals 
in recognition of their achievements.

• Resigned in August 1990.
• Don Edwin Johnson, 73, died Septem-

ber 27, 2012, in St. Louis, MO, where he 
had resided since retiring in 2006.  Accord-

ing to his obituaries on the Illinois State 
Bar Association website and in Millikin’s 
Alumni & Friends newsletter, Johnson “is 
remembered for his intelligence and clear, 
articulate command of expression.”

JOANN JOY
  President, U.S. Bank in Mt. Vernon
	 •	Senior	Vice	President,	Community	
 First Bank of the Heartland  /  2003 -

The same evening the RLC Founda-
tion Board said farewell to Stan Vaughn, 
who was being transferred to Missouri, it 
welcomed his successor, newly appointed 
US Bank Market President JoAnn Joy.

According to a brief bio presented at 
that time, Joy had worked in the banking 
business for over 30 years.  She had been 
with US Bank for 19 years, and about one 
month before was named President of the 
Mt. Vernon Market.

Little did Joy realize when she was 
transacting business in a tiny branch 
cubicle in the RLC Student Center in 
the early 1980s that someday she would 
return.

The room where she will now conduct 
business as a Foundation Director is con-
siderably bigger, but it is only a few feet 
away from her days as a teller for Ina State 
Bank on-campus.  “I got the facility here 
started and operated it for about a year,” 
recalled the Ina native.  She also took Ac-
counting courses at RLC “years ago.”

The majority of her Banking courses, 
however, are from Illinois Bankers School 
at Southern Illinois University-Carbon-
dale and the Graduate School of Banking 
at University of Wisconsin-Madison.

In 1971, Joy was a teller who specialized 
in installment lending.  Ina State Bank 
boasted $6 million in assets.

“I would stand at the teller’s window 
and make loans.  I used to hand-calculate 
interest on CDs and write out the check.  
I remember balancing the general ledger 
manually at the end of the day.”

Her career took a brief detour for awhile 
working for a savings and loan company 
before joining US Bank’s forerunner, First 
Bank and Trust (and after that, Firstar).

The US Bank  –  one of the most recog-
nizable buildings in Southern Illinois with 
its towering, gold-plated glass exterior on 
the Mt. Vernon square  –  she serves today 
(2003) is a part of the Community Banking 
Division of U.S. Bancorp, the eighth larg-
est financial institution in the country.  It is 
ranked No. 26 out of all companies listed 
in Standard and Poor’s 500-stock index;  
out of 29 banks appearing on that list, 
“We are No. 3,” says the proud President 
in her second month.  Assets are in excess 
of $180 billion worldwide.  She oversees 
all commercial lending and bank develop-
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ment in the Mt. Vernon market;  the local 
branch has 19 employees.

“The college has always been a real big 
interest of mine, being from Ina,” she said.  
“I have always been a big cheerleader 
for it and enjoyed watching it grow over 
the years.  I’m looking forward for the 
opportunity to get more involved.  I look 
forward to helping however I can.”   

Joy and her husband of 40 years, Clin-
ton Electric employee Ron Joy, are the 
parents of two adult children, Barry Joy 
and Beth (Gregory) Lundius.

Joy recently came off the Jefferson 
County Chamber of Commerce Board 
after about 15 years.  She also is a member 
of the Mt. Vernon Rotary Club, where she 
is a Paul Harris Fellow, Vice President of 
the Jefferson-Washington-Marion County 
Community Development Corp. and a 
Village Trustee in Ina for the past 10 years.

Joy was appointed Treasurer of the 
RLCF Board of Directors In October 2007, 
as part of the Foundation’s move toward 
independency from the college.

JAMES L. “JIM” KELLY
  Retired President, Magna Bank 

 of Sesser  /  1995 - 2014
The fifth recipient of the RLCF “Presi-

dential Award” stood alone in 1996, when 
he was cited in just his second year on 
the Board of Directors.  (The first four 
award-winners were honored together 
the previous year.)

Kelly, whose hobbies are “joining” and 
“doing” in retirement, already had helped 
raise over $35,000 and been elected Foun-
dation Vice President.

(Kelly served as one of three Capital 
Campaign Chairs for the Sesser-Valier 
area during the five-year, $4 million RLC 
Foundation “Generations of Excellence” 
fund-raiser starting in 1994.)

Officials waived the clause that said 
“Presidential Award” winners were mem-
bers who have served for a considerable 
length of time.

Directors considered for the honor 
“have been willing to give of their time 
or money, or both, and influence other 
people to do likewise.  These individuals 
must have a strong commitment and be-
lief in what they are doing,” commented  
RLC President Mark S. Kern.

That’s Kelly.  “The community work he 
does . . . that is his interest.  Those are his 
hobbies,” says wife Jan.

A work ethic was established early for 
Kelly.  As a youth, he worked for a farm 
supply business and a funeral home.  As 
a young adult, he and his brother-in-law 
bought their own grocery business.

He began working for Bank of Sesser as 
a Teller, later serving as the Loan Officer, 
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Branch Manager and Senior Vice Presi-
dent before retiring after 25-plus years 
from then-Magna Bank in July 1993.

Kelly has been active in his hometown 
as Treasurer for the Sesser Homecom-
ing Association for many years and as a 
Trustee of the Sesser Community Build-
ing.  He also is Treasurer for the Shriners  
and is a Mason, for which he has held 
numerous offices.  He serves on the Police 
Merit Board for Franklin County and is 
active in the United Methodist Church of 
Sesser, where he presently is Chairman 
of the Council of Ministries, a member of 
the Board of Trustees, a Sunday School 
Teacher and Choir member.

Not bad for a person who in recent 
years likewise has undergone two bypass 
surgeries and two shoulder replacements.  
His wife was ill during part of that time 
as well.

The newest “Presidential Award” win-
ner’s latest challenge:  He is scheduled to 
become a grandfather for the first time in 
early February.  Daughter Jennifer Sink, a 
Rend Lake College student at the present 
time, is expecting. 

• Died May 3, 2014, at age 78 following 
a brief illness while still serving on the 
RLCF Board.  

Recipient  –  1996 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

MARK S. KERN
  Retired President, Rend Lake College 

 /  1991 - 2008
   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  2008

After serving as an Ex-Officio member 
of the RLC Foundation Board of Directors 
during his 17-year tenure as Rend Lake 
College President (1991-2008), Mark S. 
Kern became the fifth person to be granted 
RLCF Emeritus status shortly after his 
retirement in 2008.

Attorney and Agriculture Law Profes-
sor Harold W. “Hank” Hannah, RLCF 
President from 1979-82, was the first so 
honored with Emeritus status upon his 
retirement from the Foundation Board 
in 1993.  Retired Benton Banker Howard 
L. Payne, who became a Director in 1979 
along with Hannah, stepped down in 
2005 only to continue on the Board in an 
Emeritus role.

In between, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schwein-
furth was named Director Emeritus in 
1993 and Jim Hinman was recognized in 
1994 prior to his becoming a Rend Lake 
College Trustee.

• Board accepted his request for leave 
of absence June 2010. 

Recipient  –  Mark S. & Pat Kern
/ RLCF Platinum Seal Award 

PAT KERN
  Retired CEO, Rend Lake College

 Foundation  /  2013 - 
Pat (Mitchell) Kern spent 20 years 

closely associated with the RLC Founda-
tion before joining the exclusive “club” as 
a Director in January 2013.

After three-plus years  –  as a volunteer 
during her time as an employee in Admis-
sions and Records  – she was hired June 1, 
1997, as the full-time Director of Resource 
Development for Rend Lake College and 
RLC Foundation CEO.

She was a non-traditional student when 
she came to Rend Lake College, serving as 
a student-worker before graduating with 
an A.S. Degree in 1991.

Her fast track upward began  when she 
was hired full-time in January 1992 as a 
Data Entry Clerk in connection with a Fed-
eral Title III “Strengthening Institutions” 
Grant.  She was promoted to Registrar in 
1996 and nine months later, in October 
1996, to Director of Admissions.

After officially retiring December 31, 
2011, the wife of longtime RLC President 
Mark S. Kern returned as a part-time 
RLCF consultant for a year or more.  

The conference/dining area in the RLC 
Student Center is named the Pat Kern 
Private Dining Room and a plaque with 
a likeness of her and recognition of her 
service to the college and Rend Lake Col-
lege Foundation is displayed prominently 
at the entrance.

Rationale provided at the time she was 
added to the Board of Directors:  “The 
Nominating Committee recognizes Pat 
Kern to be an asset to the RLC Foundation 
Board due to her extensive history with 
the Foundation.  She is familiar with all 
aspects of the Foundation and will be a 
valuable asset to the Foundation Board.  
Her commitment to strengthen the Foun-
dation will continue in her transition to 
Foundation Director.”     

Recipient  –  Pat & Mark S. Kern
/ RLCF Platinum Seal Award

BOB LAHR
  Mt. Vernon  /  1989 - 1995
The Mt. Vernon businessman was the 

proud President of the RLC Foundation 
on Thursday, December 15, 1994.  That 
was the evening the largest crowd to date 
gathered for the first time at the Ramada 
Hotel for the 15th RLCF Annual Dinner.

FYI, that also was the evening of per-
haps the biggest announcement yet . . . 
the official launching of the five-year, $4 
million “Generations of Excellence” Capi-
tal Campaign, followed by a plethora of 
big news after big news, with lead donors 
already lined up to share their contribu-
tions and promises of ongoing support.

By the following March, the Foundation 
had already secured the $250,000 needed 
for an accompanying 2-for-1 matching 
Challenge Grant from the Federal govern-
ment and boasted fund-raising cash and 
pledges totaling $1,411,888.

Lahr was one of the first Foundation 
members to step up with a significant do-
nation toward the fund-raising goal and 
the establishment of a student scholarship.  

No doubt another highlight of Lahr’s 
tenure on the Board:  The Mt. Vernon team 
he was playing with claimed Low Gross 
honors in the 10th Annual RLC Founda-
tion Open Golf Tournament in 1990.  The 
58 composite  score recorded by Lahr and 
fellow Director Terry Black, Barry Jackson, 
Wayne Krehbiel and Jim Wexstten was de-
clared the winner in a three-way scorecard 
playoff.

• Resigned during his second year as 
RLCF Board President in August 1995 
when his job transfer sent Bob and his 
wife, Susan, to Mt. Carmel.

Recipient  –  Robert Lahr
/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award

STEVE LAWRENCE
  General Manager, Walgreens Distribution
Center, Mt. Vernon  /  2002 - 2006
With more than 22 years in the whole-

sale and chain drug distribution field, it 
should be obvious Steve Lawrence knows 
his business.  Now he is bringing that ex-
pertise to Rend Lake College.  The General 
Manager of the Walgreens Distribution 
Center in Mt. Vernon recently joined the 
RLC Foundation Board of Directors.

Lawrence knows the ins and outs of the 
drug distribution business because he has 
served in various capacities from sales to 
merchandising to operations.

At the time of his introduction to fel-
low RLCF Directors, Lawrence indicated 
Walgreens employs approximately 1,400 
people with an operating budget in excess 
of $40 million.  During the fiscal year just 
ended, the Mt. Vernon facility shipped 
over a billion dollars in product “with 
record numbers going out every day.”

Prior to coming to the King City and 
joining the Walgreens management team 
three years ago, Lawrence was the General 
Manager for Rite Aid.

Asked why he accepted an invitation to 
become a Foundation Director, Lawrence 
said he participates on a variety of boards 
and organizations because he has an inter-
est in trying to help make things better for 
his community.

“I see Rend Lake College as a great asset 
to the community,” he said.

Lawrence has seen most of the country 
during his career, most recently in Balti-
more, MD.  Prior to that, his job had taken 
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him to Palmdale, CA, in Northern Los 
Angeles County.

His family also moved frequently.  “If 
I would have to call someplace ‘home,’ I 
guess it would have to be Lynnfield, MA, 
which is just outside Boston,” he said.

Lawrence holds a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Business, with a Management 
major, from Bryant College in Smithfield, 
RI.  He graduated Magna Cum Laude in 
1981.

He and his life partner, Joann, have 
three children  –  Dana, 18, who will 
graduate (in 2003) from Wentworth 
Military Academy  in Lexington, MO;  
Angela, 8, who will be a fourth-grader in 
the fall at St. Mary Catholic School in Mt. 
Vernon, and 5-year-old Ian, who will enter 
Kindergarten in the fall.

Following a recent tour of The Hitting 
Zone, the college’s multipurpose athletic 
training facility, Lawrence made a sug-
gestion which made an impression on 
RLC President Mark S. Kern.  As a result, 
all youngsters signing up to play YMCA 
baseball this summer will receive a free 
lesson at The Hitting Zone.

“This is an opportunity which many 
area kids would not have due to the costs 
involved,” Lawrence said, which is one of 
the reasons he joined the RLCF Board . . . 
“in order to continue contributing to Mt. 
Vernon and the area.”

Lawrence currently serves on boards for 
the Jefferson County Chamber of Com-
merce, Economic Development Commis-
sion and the Mt. Vernon YMCA.

Lawrence enjoys golfing and boating 
during those rare times he is not involved 
work, serving on various boards or spend-
ing quality time with family.

• Resigned in June 2006.

JIM LEUTY
  Certified	Public	Accountant	/	Partner,	

 Krehbiel & Associates, Mt. Vernon  
 /  2011 -

Jim Leuty received the RLC Founda-
tion Presidential Award during the 2012 
Annual Dinner Meeting Thursday night 
at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn.

Leuty, 49, of Mt. Vernon, is a CPA and 
partner at Krehbiel and Associates ac-
counting firm. He is one of the newer 
members to the RLCF Board of Directors. 
However, his firm’s work on the Founda-
tion’s audit in past years makes him very 
familiar with its functions and an ideal 
addition to the board.

The Board minutes from his introduc-
tion to fellow Directors explained, “Jim 
Leuty has been involved with the RLCF 
financials for several years.  Krehbiel and 
Associates used to perform the audit as 
well as the monthly checks on financials.  

When the firm was unable to carry the 
workload, Mr. Leuty agreed to sit on the 
Audit Committee.  He has been a valu-
able asset to the Foundation Office, ad-
vising on questions and overseeing the 
transition from outsourcing the finan-
cials to completing them in-house.

“He is an established member of his 
community and his profession and will 
be a strong addition to the Board.” 

With another firm conducting the most 
recent audits of the RLCF, Leuty found 
himself on the other side of the process. 
It was his work on this audit that made 
Leuty well-deserving of the Presidential 
Award.  CEO Shawna Hall said Leuty 
was active in a series of long meetings 
regarding the audit.

“His expertise was vital,” said Hall. 
“I can’t thank him enough for his will-
ingness to go above and beyond for the 
Foundation. It was reassuring to have 
him there as we went through the audit. 
But it doesn’t stop with the audit. Jim is 
always there to help out with our month-
ly financials or anything else we need.”

The Leutys reside in Mt. Vernon.  Their 
son attends Rend Lake College and their 
daughter is a Mt. Vernon Township High 
School student. 

Recipient  –  2012 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

SAM MATEER
  Director,	Integra	Bank	•	Former

 President, Bank of Illinois  /  1996 -
An emotional presentation to “Gen-

erations of Excellence” Capital Campaign 
General Chairman Sam Mateer capped 
festivities at the 15th Rend Lake College 
Foundation Annual Dinner in December 
1995.

Mateer was one of the driving forces 
behind fund-raising which brought the 
college from $120,000 in endowed funds 
and $70,000 in cash assets just two years 
ago to the current announced total of 
$1,788,000 in donations and pledges.

President Mark S. Kern surprised Ma-
teer with an oil painting of his parents, 
Coyn and Pat Mateer of Mt. Vernon, a 
commissioned work by award-winning 
RLC Art Instructor Sarah Capps.  His 
parents were present for the unveiling, 
a surprise to them as well as their oldest 
son.  

“In the time I’ve been privileged to 
work with Sam, I have found him to be 
truly dedicated to the economic develop-
ment of his home area, even if it meant 
the sacrifice of his own time,” Kern said 
before making the presentation.

With tears in his eyes, Mateer gathered 
himself and admitted, “I don’t know what 
to say . . . it is very beautiful.

“I believe in this college and what it 
is doing,” added Mateer, who single-
handedly in the past year-plus raised 
more money for the RLC Foundation than 
did another community college in a major 
Central Illinois city in its entire campaign.

“We’ve got to meet the challenge,” 
Mateer continued,“and I’m going to do 
whatever I can to help the college continue 
to be what it is . . . a very bright star in the 
future for this area.”

• The retired financial President, CEO 
and Chairman of the Board for Bank of 
Illinois in Mt. Vernon was appointed in 
2000 to fill the position on the RLC Board 
of Trustees vacated by Dennis McEnaney 
when he moved out of area.  Mateer chose 
not to run for the seat when it came up for 
election the following year.

Mateer was the third member of the 
RLCF Board of Directors to serve concur-
rently on the Rend Lake College Board of 
Trustees, following in the footsteps of Jim 
Hinman and Hunt Bonan.  

Recipient  –  1997 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

FINNY MATHEW
  Chief	Executive	Officer,	Crossroads

 Community Hospital, Mt. Vernon  
 /  2013 -

Finny Mathew was recommended to 
the RLC Foundation Board in August, 
2013, to fill the position of outgoing 
Chair Ed Cunningham, the former CEO 
of Crossroads Community Hospital, who 
took a position in Granite City.

“Finny has already continued Cross-
roads Community Hospital’s great part-
nership with RLC through scholarships, 
sponsorships and as a strong liaison to 
the healthcare industry,” commented the 
Foundation’s Shawna Manion.

Mathew said he plans to continue 
with the partnership during his time as 
a Director, and he also hopes to be able 
to help students in need through scholar-
ships.

“Part of my reasoning in joining the 
board is that Crossroads has had a great, 
long-standing relationship with Rend 
Lake College, and I want to continue that 
partnership,” said Mathew. 

“Second, on a personal level, I feel that 
education is really important. It was a 
big deal to my grandpa as my parents 
were first-generation students. I want to 
be able to further help those students like 
my parents who may not be able to af-
ford college without a scholarship from 
the Foundation.”

Right now, Mathew said he is focusing 
on getting to know the Foundation and 
the inner-workings of Rend Lake College 
before lining out his goals as Director.



“It’s too early for me to say,” said 
Mathew. “I need to understand more of 
the Board and I will develop a goal after 
that. Now I’m focusing on being sup-
portive of ongoing initiatives and getting 
to know Rend Lake College.”

“We are extremely excited to be seating 
such highly respected individuals to our 
board,” said Manion when Mathew and 
Nelson Wood of Wood Energy Inc. were 
appointed. 

“These two people are leaders in their 
industries and are both already engaged in 
their duties as Directors. Their knowledge 
and experience will benefit the college 
and help us continue to strengthen RLC 
through our commitment to scholarships, 
curriculum and programs. The students 
are at the center of our mission, and RLCF 
Board supports the scholarships, capital 
campaigns and projects that continually 
make RLC a better place for our students.”

“Each of the Directors on the Founda-
tion Board are leaders in their communi-
ties, their industries and in the respects 
of their peers,” said RLC President Terry 
Wilkerson. “We know they are all ex-
tremely busy people, and we value the 
work that they do for our students tre-
mendously.  On behalf of the College, we 
welcome Finny and Nelson to the team.”

WENDELL MAULDING
  Retired Pentagon / Presidential 

 Military Advisor  /  1996 - 2003
No offense intended, Mark Kern.  But 

when Wendell Maulding received the 
prestigious “Presidential Award” in De-
cember 1999, he might have been excused 
had he asked, “Which President?”

Maulding served as a military advisor 
to five Presidents at the White House in 
addition to working 10 years at the Pen-
tagon before retiring in Southern Illinois.

This “Presidential Award,” however, is 
in recognition of his work in recent years 
with the RLC Foundation in a variety of 
capacities.

• Maulding and his wife, Betty, have 
been saluted as “Unsung Heroes” on 
WSIL-TV by one of their scholarship 
recipients, Rebecca Levesque, and called 
“friends for life” by another, Nichole 
Cochrum during a Scholarship Dinner 
tribute.

• When the RLCF Children’s Center 
needed impetus in the early stages of 
development, Maulding stepped forward 
with a $25,000 pledge and encouraged 
other directors to do likewise.

• The newly created Institute for Learn-
ing in Retirement has no bigger advocate 
than Maulding, who had been exposed 
to similar classes in a much-larger city.  
Maulding supports the program as a 

teacher, class participant and advisory 
committee member.

The “ideal” Board member who makes 
an impact financially and with his pres-
ence at activities, Maulding “gives us the 
value of his experiences through his input 
in financial matters.  He is active in all fac-
ets of the board and provides tremendous 
insight on how to get things done,” said 
RLCF Executive Director Pat Mitchell.

Admits Maulding, “I receive more 
gratification from my association with 
the college and the Foundation than I give 
financially.”  He indicated it is his belief 
a two-year college education should be a 
statewide requirement.

Maulding joined the RLCF Board in 
October 1996.  Within a year, the Mauld-
ings were sponsoring a scholarship for a 
needy, academically bound student for a 
two-year period and supplied additional 
needs as well.  He also provides tuition 
and books for an Industrial Technology 
student, and his wife is helping sponsor 
a student-athlete on the newly formed 
Lady Warrior golf team, going so far as 
to host a luncheon in honor of the first-
year program and their “own” player, 
All-American-to-be Elizabeth Kasey.

One of their scholarship recipients, 
Rebecca Levesque, nominated the couple 
for the “Unsung Hero Award” from WSIL-
TV;  the weekly feature was filmed on the 
Ina campus.  Another student, Nichole 
Cochrum, made an emotional return for 
the 1999 RLC Foundation Scholarship 
Dinner and told those in attendance, the 
Mauldings “are my friends for life.”

And when the fall lineup of ILR classes 
was introduced, one of the more intrigu-
ing titles was about “The Upcoming 
Presidential Election, Including Hillary in 
New York.”  The program by the man who 
worked with Franklin D. Roosevelt, Harry 
S Truman, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John 
F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson was 
attended by faculty and students, along 
with Learning in Retirement participants.

Maulding received his Major Gift 
Award  –  a silver replica of the college seal  
–  at the 1998 “Students for Students”Art 
Auction.

For the second year in a row, the Mauld-
ings were joined at the RLCF Annual Din-
ner by guests  –  the student scholarship 
recipients they sponsor, past and present, 
and the students’ parents.

• Moved to St. Louis and reluctantly 
resigned in June 2003 due to advancing 
age and travel difficulties.

Recipient  –  1999 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Wendell E. & Betty L.
  Maulding / RLCF Silver Seal Award

JAMES “ERNIE” McCOLLUM
  Benton  /  1989 - 1995
James “Ernie” McCollum owned and 

operated Johnson Finance Company in 
Thompsonville for 42 years prior to his 
retirement.

He was a World War II U.S. Air Force 
veteran.

McCollum was a member of First Bap-
tist Church in Benton, Benton American 
Legion, Benton Masonic Lodge, Benton 
Country Club and Benton Elks Club.  He 
was a Past Exalted Ruler of the Elks.

He was a longtime member of the Rend 
Lake Conservancy District (RLCD) Board, 
including a stint as President, served as 
Benton Precinct No. 1 Committeeman and 
was a former member of the Benton Grade 
School Board, Franklin County Board and 
Benton Community Bank Board.

Ernie and Helen McCollum had been 
married for 58 years at the time of his death.    
In addition to his wife, he was survived 
by Sons Richard (Brenda) McCollum and 
Mike (Tammy) McCollum, Daughter 
Becky McCollum and five grandchildren.

• Resigned in February 1995.  Died 
April 26, 2004, at age 80.

MICHAEL D. McHANEY
  Mt. Vernon Attorney  /  1984 - 1988
According to the website, mikemchaney.

com/2009, at the time of his announcement as a 
candidate for Circuit Judge . . .

“(Associate) Judge McHaney gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
Southern Illinois University in 1979 and 
obtained his law degree from SIU School 
of Law in 1982.  That same year, McHaney 
was licensed to practice law in the state 
of Illinois and began a 24-year career as a 
trial attorney.  The last eight of those years, 
Judge McHaney served as the Marion 
County Public Defender.

“In 2006, McHaney applied for the 
position of Associate Judge of the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit Court.  Citing his extensive 
experience in civil and criminal litigation, 
jury trials in state and federal courts and 
service to community, McHaney was ap-
pointed to the Associate Judge’s position.

“Since his appointment, Judge McHaney 
has presided over the civil, criminal and 
juvenile daily dockets in all nine counties 
in the Fourth Circuit.  McHaney has also 
presided over felony criminal and civil 
jury trials throughout the circuit . . .”

“. . . McHaney has participated in yearly 
judicial training, most recently at the Na-
tional Conference of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges in Chicago.

“Judge McHaney is a member of the Il-
linois Judge’s association, a Past President 
of the Marion and Jefferson County Bar 
Associations, Past-President of the Jeffer-
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son County Shrine Club and Past Exalted 
Ruler of Elks Lodge #819.  In addition, 
McHaney served on the Summersville 
Grade School Board for four years.

“Judge McHaney and his wife, Laura, 
reside in Salem and have four grown chil-
dren  –  Timothy of Chicago;  Meghan, a 
graduate student at University of Illinois;  
Colin, a member of the Illinois National 
Guard, currently stationed in Afghanistan, 
and Daniel, a senior at Indiana University.”

• Resigned in May 1988.

TOM McHUGH
  Owner, Mt. Vernon McDonald’s  

 /  1995 - 2000
The owner/operator of McDonald’s 

franchises in Mt. Vernon and Centralia 
joined the RLCF Foundation in August 
1995, several months after he saw the 
value in making a $10,000 gift to the col-
lege’s first major fund-raising effort, the 
five-year “Generations of Excellence” 
campaign.  That donation turned into 
$30,000 when the first $250,000 raised was 
matched 2-for-1 by a by the Federal Gov-
ernment’s one-time “Challenge Grant.”

“Tom McHugh provided an example 
for others (to follow) by stepping forward 
with one of the first gifts toward the 
‘Challenge Grant’ match,” explained Pat 
Mitchell, RLCF Executive Director.

“He had amazing insight and knew 
both the immediate and future benefits 
that could result from his gift.”

Because of that donation, students for 
the past five years have benefitted from 
the McHugh/McDonald’s Scholarship 
Award.  Whenever possible, that award 
has been given to a student who is work-
ing part-time for McDonald’s.

Mitchell referred to McHugh as a “dear 
friend and community leader.”

“His deep understanding of the impor-
tance of Rend Lake College led him to be 
a highly vocal advocate of community 
colleges.  That was very important, since 
he was a successful businessman in the 
area for 28 years before his retirement.  
He was highly respected by others in the 
community who valued his opinion.”

Added Mitchell, “He also supported the 
Foundation with his attendance and par-
ticipation at Board meetings and special 
events.”

McHugh was 66 when he was hospi-
talized suddenly by illness and died in a 
matter of days.  Earlier in the month he 
had been in good health and attended 
a Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
meeting.

McHugh was a member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Mt. Vernon, the 
Knights of Columbus and the Mt. Vernon 
Tourism Board.  He previously served as 

a director for both King City Savings and 
Civitas Bank.

He had been acknowledged numerous 
times as a frequent contributor to the 
Ronald McDonald House.

In addition to his wife, Flo, daughter 
Sheila Jones and son-in-law Jerry Jones, 
all of whom were present when his 
Bronze Seal was presented posthumously 
less than two months after his death, 
McHugh is survived by daughter Mar-
garet McHugh and grandchildren Annie 
and Thomas “Mac” McHugh Jones.

• Died October 19, 2000 in St. Louis.   
Recipient  –  Family awarded Bronze Seal
  posthumously at 2000 Annual Dinner
Recipient  –  Tom & Flo McHugh

/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award

KENNETH R. MILLER
  Executive Director, Mitchell Art

 Museum, Mt. Vernon  
 /  1982 - 1984  /  1988 - 1990

Elected during Third Annual Dinner 
Meeting November 1982.  Miller resigned 
in 1985 to become RLC Foundation Execu-
tive Director and rejoined the Board as a 
Director in 1988 after leaving the part-time 
paid position.

[See related story in previous section 
highlighting Rend Lake College Direc-
tors of Resource Development and RLC 
Foundation Executive Directors.]  

• Resigned in August 1990.

VERA MILLS
  Postmistress,	Zeigler	Post	Office  

 /  1984 - 1987
Named Postmistress in June 1982, tak-

ing over for Kenneth Drew, who was ap-
pointed to a similar position in Carterville.

Mills has filled a variety of positions 
with the Postal Service since 1967, most 
recently as a part-time flex Window Clerk 
at Zeigler, Hurst, Marion and Energy.

Mills later served on the Zeigler City 
Council.

She and husband Leroy are the parents 
of three children  –  Jerry Mills, Susan Mills 
Fisher and John Mills.  She is a member of 
First Christian Church.

ELIZABETH “LIZ” MOORE
  Officer,	Bank	of	Illinois	in	Mt.	Vernon  

 /  1995 - 1999
When Bank of Illinois CEO Sam Mateer 

accepted the plea to head the ambitious, 
five-year, $4 million RLC “Generations of 
Excellence” fund-raising campaign  –  first 
introduced in December 1994  –  he wasted 
no time enlisting the help of one of his 
own, Bank of Illinois Officer Liz Moore

Moore served on the Major Gift Com-
mittee.  By August 1995, she was “reward-
ed” with her election to the Rend Lake 

College Foundation Board of Directors.  
The list of inductees that Fall was most 
impressive, to say the least  –  Jimmy J. 
Fulks, Jim Kelly, Tom McHugh, Moore, 
Dr. Robert J. Parks, Dr. Warren Petty, 
Bill Regenhardt, Dr. Gene Stotlar, Steve 
Woodfin.

She is a graduate of Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.

The wife of Jim Moore is now a retired 
banker from Bank of Illinois, later known 
as Integra Bank.

DEWEY NUSSBAUM
  President, Magna Bank of Sesser  

 /  1983 - 1989  •  1990 - 1994
The Vice President and Cashier for the 

Bank of Sesser was one of two Directors 
elected to the RLC Foundation Board at 
the annual meeting in 1983, along with 
David Busby.  Their addition brought the 
total RLCF Board membership to 11 for 
the first time.

Nussbaum was elected RLCF Board 
Vice President in December 1985.

After starting his banking career in 1960 
at Cape State Bank in Cape Girardeau, 
MO, Nussbaum came to Franklin County 
in 1973 and was employed as a Cashier by 
the Bank of Sesser.  He was elected Presi-
dent of what was by then Magna Bank in 
1991.

Dewey and Gwendolyn Nussbaum are 
members of First Baptist Church and ac-
tive in many service organizations.  Gwen 
was Secretary in the RLC Counseling Of-
fice from 1982-84.

Also in 1991, the Nussbaums purchased 
a turn-of-the-century home built in 1914.  
They restored the house at 503 S. Locust 
and soon thereafter opened Sesser’s first 
Bed and Breakfast. 

• Retired from the RLCF Board for the 
first time in 1989 along with two other 
former Presidents, Dr. Carl Lincoln Sch-
weinfurth and Ruby Webb.

• Resigned second time in May 1994 
because he was then employed by Bank 
of Evansville and unable to serve due to 
job responsibilities.

Dr. ROBERT J. PARKS
  Mt.	Vernon	Physician	•	Woodlawn 

 /  1995 - 2013
For his exceptional service, Parks re-

ceived the “Presidential Award” and the 
thanks of the Rend Lake College Founda-
tion at the 2004 Annual Dinner.

“Rend Lake College Foundation Board 
members fulfill many roles, including 
ambassador, recruiter of other board 
members, participant at meetings and 
special events, contributor and one who 
encourages others to give,” said Pat 
Mitchell, Chief Executive Officer of the 
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RLCF. She said Parks has played each 
of these roles well and has gone a step 
further by encouraging potential students 
from the community to attend RLC.

Parks began his services by joining the 
Foundation Board in 1995 along with 
nine other members during a period of 
rejuvenation.

“These new members were instru-
mental in changing the direction of the 
Foundation and the Capital Campaign,” 
said Mitchell. “In his case, we received a 
‘2-for-1 package’ board member in that 
his wife, Marilyn, is as active as he is.”

Parks initiated a student scholarship 
in 1993 and joined with the Foundation 
board in making the RLCF Children’s 
Center a reality. He also recommended 
fellow Board members Leo Childers and 
Randy Forby.

The Parks attend every RLCF board 
meeting and most special events, said 
Mitchell.

Parks and his wife have been integral 
parts of the Rend Lake College Institute 
for Learning in Retirement since its incep-
tion. Parks and his wife both have taught 
classes for the ILR program and have 
served on the curriculum committee.

The Parks also open their unique “barn” 
to Institute for Learning in Retirement 
members to tour. Marilyn explains the 
history of Southern Illinois as depicted by 
the paintings. The artist has portrayed a 
panoramic view of many historical events 
and their effects upon the area.  Visitors 
see scenes from the Civil War era and 
Truman on his train campaign to South-
ern Illinois University.  This octangular 
barn building has been renovated into a 
true hospitality center with a sandstone 
fireplace and flooring.

The Parks also open their home to Foun-
dation events, including board meetings, 
the ILR class and an annual Foundation 
Christmas luncheon.

The Mt. Vernon general practitioner 
specializes in geriatrics. He and Marilyn 
support several RLC Foundation activi-
ties, in particular the annual “Students for 
Students” Art Auction, where they are 
considered to be top bidders. The Parks 
received the Bronze Major Gift Award at 
the 2001 RLCF Annual Dinner.

• Parks submitted his resignation in 
October 2013 citing “different priorities 
in the approaching season.”  

When his resignation was accepted 
with regret, it was noted, “Dr. Parks was 
instrumental in cultivating the business 
relationship between the RLC Foundation 
and St. Mary’s Good Samaritan.  His hard 
work and relationships helped ensure the 
partnership between hospital, administra-
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tion and education.
“Dr. Parks and his wife, Marilyn, have 

been very involved in the Foundation and 
our students.  They have an endowment, 
have donated to many campaigns and 
they still plan to stay in contact with Rend 
Lake College.”

Director Mark Ballard suggested an 
amendment to the Board’s acceptance of 
the resignation and all approved.  Accord-
ing to minutes, “The Board also approved 
a resolution expressing its appreciation to 
Marilyn Parks for her participation and 
contributions toward the activities of the 
Foundation throughout her husband’s 
tenure.”

Recipient  –  2004 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award,”

shared with wife Marilyn
Recipient  –  Dr. Robert & Marilyn Parks

/ RLCF Silver Seal Award

HOWARD L. PAYNE
  Retired President, Bank of Benton  

 /  1979 - 2005
   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  2005

One of the three original Rend Lake Col-
lege Foundation Board members, Payne 
served as Vice President with President 
Hank Hannah.  Payne was selected as 
Board President in 1985-86 and 1986-87.

When he was recognized in 1995 with 
one of the first four RLC Foundation 
Presidential Awards, the retired Bank of 
Benton executive was the only member 
to have served continuously since the 
not-for-profit organization was revived 
in 1979.  He had worked under four 
part-time Executive Directors and, since 
1992, with full-time Director of Resource 
Development Herb Winemiller Jr., ac-
cepting many assignments and providing 
leadership throughout the years.

Payne had played in every RLCF Open 
Golf Tournament since its inception, and 
in 1994 accepted the challenge as one of 
the co-chairs for capital campaign fund-
raising efforts in Benton.

As part of that “Generations of Excel-
lence” campaign, Payne and his wife, 
Helene, donated stock to the college on 
top of many previous monetary gifts.  The 
Howard L. Payne Endowed Scholarship 
was one of about 25 similar awards avail-
able at the time to RLC students.

He served as Co-Chair, along with Steve 
Woodfin, for Benton as part of the five-year, 
$4 million Rend Lake College Foundation 
“Generations of Excellence” capital cam-
paign fund-raiser from 1994-99.

Payne was a founding member of the 
Bank of Benton and retired after 48 years 
as the Bank President for Boatmen’s Bank, 
Benton.

Payne was a Past President of Benton 
Chamber of Commerce and was named its 
“Man of the Year” in 1974.  He also served 
three terms as Chairman of the Southern 
Illinois Workforce Development Board, a 
past President of the Benton Zoning Board 
of Appeals and was an Honorary Life 
Member of the Benton Rotary Club and a 
Paul Harris Fellow.

The Macedonia native was a past 
Chairman and President of the Board of 
Directors of Bank of Benton (now Bank of 
America), a former Chairman of Bank of 
Zeigler and a past President of Group 10 
of Southern Illinois Bankers Association.

He was a United States World War II 
Veteran.  He also served in numerous 
leadership positions as a member of First 
United Methodist Church in Benton.

• Died May 6, 2015, 15 days after his 
100th birthday.  Wife Helene had preceded 
him in death June 7, 2010.

Recipient  –  1995 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Howard L. Payne

/ RLCF Gold Seal Award

MARY PERICOLOSI
  Co-Owner, Custom By Contempri Inc.
/ Gateway Development, Pinckneyville  

 /  2010 -
Businesswoman Mary Pericolosi was 

born in Maine and moved to Pinckneyville 
from Connecticut in 1978. She and her 
husband, Lawrence, own and operate 
Custom By Contempri Inc./Gateway 
Development, a company that develops 
commercial offices, churches, community 
centers, entire neighborhoods with single-
family homes and assisted living facilities. 

Their company’s projects over the years 
have spanned the region, from facilities in 
Southern Illinois like The Manor at Ma-
son Woods in Pinckneyville, The Manor 
at Salem Woods in Salem, The Manor at 
Craig Farms in Chester and the upcom-
ing assisted living facility in Jerseyville, 
to low-income housing in the Metro-East 
and subdivisions in St. Louis.

What is unique about this operation is 
that not only does it plan and work with 
governmental officials, area engineers, 
architects and contractors to provide 
affordable housing, the company also co-
owns many of the projects.

Pericolosi said she finds great joy in 
being involved in providing a “home 
environment” with built-in services and 
social activities for senior citizens.

“The Assisted Living facilities give 
seniors options,” she said. “Besides 
providing comfort and security to the 
residents, it seems to give them a new 
lease on life. They have many choices of 
activities and get involved with the ones 
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they like. Their families enjoy visiting and 
many partake in monthly functions, such 
as family night and other parties.”

Pericolosi and her daughter, Esterina, 
are both RLC alumni. Esterina, 29, 
graduated in 2001, went on to earn a 
degree from St. Louis University and 
now works as an Executive Assistant for a 
California engineering firm. Mary holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biopsychology from 
McKendree University and completed 
two years in Occupational Therapy at 
Washington University.  

She sees a lot of benefit in lifelong 
learning and gaining experience.  “It 
helps you think out of the box;  when you 
have more experience, you have more to 
bring to the table,” she said. “I’ve always 
stayed close to what Rend Lake does and 
I participate whenever I can.”

Her advice to students is “broaden your 
horizon. Some individuals get tunnel 
vision,” she said. “. . . They focus too much 
on a specialty or major too soon . . . and 
don’t take the time to explore what they 
may have a talent for.”  Those who think 
college isn’t for them should think again, 
she said.  Not pursuing education is a 
sure way to leave a talent undiscovered 
or undeveloped, she added.

Pericolosi’s interests are wide-ranging. 
Whether it’s creating something with her 
hands or volunteering, she likes seeing 
a project from conception to fruition.  
She is looking forward to learning more 
about what ideas her fellow RLCF board 
members are working on and hopes she 
can contribute to the cause, she said.

Recipient  –  Gateway East Development
 LLC  –  Mary B. Pericolosi  / RLCF 
 Silver Seal Award

Dr. WARREN E. PETTY
  Retired Benton Dentist  /  1995 - 2015

   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  2015
When he died April 28, 2015, the 

longtime member of the RLC Founda-
tion was described in obituaries as “a 
champion of education” who “donated 
time and resources to that cause.”  The 
family requested any memorials go to the 
not-for-profit organization he loved and 
contributed to  –  along with his wife of 
55 years, Phyllis  –  in numerous ways.

Dr. Petty graduated from Christopher 
High School and the University of Illinois 
with a Doctorate of Dental Surgery.  After 
serving two years as a dentist in the U.S. 
Air Force, he returned to open a practice 
in Benton for the next 37 years.

Warren married Phyllis Orshak in 1960.  
They are the parents of two daughters, Lea 
Ann (Randall) Stone of Vienna, VA, and 
Dr. Lynn (DR. John ) Parker of Louisville, 
and grandparents of four.

In addition to the Foundation, the Pettys 
were active members of Benton Church 
of Christ.  He also belonged to the Ben-
ton Rotary Club and the Flying Dental 
Association, with whom he performed 
missionary dentistry.

Dr. Petty also was a member of the 
Major Gift Committee for the five-year, 
$4 million “Generations of Excellence” 
capital campaign fund drive sponsored 
by the RLC Foundation beginning in 1994.

His Induction Class into the RLCF in 
August 1995 will long be remembered 
for its numbers and the dynamic input of 
those individuals who entered together  
–  Jimmy J. Fulks, Jim Kelly, Tom McHugh, 
Liz Moore, Dr. Robert J. Parks, Petty, Bill 
Regenhardt, Dr. Gene Stotlar and Steve 
Woodfin.

The Pettys celebrated their 50th Wed-
ding Anniversary February 20, 2010.

• Granted Emeritus status immediately 
after resigning due to health April 7, 2015
. . . three weeks prior to his death.

Recipient  –  2001 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Dr. Warren & Phyllis Petty
  / RLCF Diamond Seal Award (includes
    gift-in-kind)

DAVID L. PIERCY
  Partner, Law Firm of Howard, Leggans,
Piercy and Howard, Mt. Vernon 

 /  1999 - 2000
The lawyer was well-acquainted with 

Rend Lake College long before his ap-
pointment to the RLC Foundation Board.  
He taught part-time for approximately 10 
years in Economics, Real Estate Law and 
Business Law.

A Law Partner with the longstanding 
Mt. Vernon firm since 1985, the 42-year-
old Piercy also had served on the Mt. 
Vernon District 80 Grade School Board of 
Education four years at the time of his ap-
pointment to the RLC Foundation Board.

Piercy graduated with a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Political Science and his Juris 
Doctorate in 1982 from the University of 
Illinois before joining the law firm he is 
still with today.

He also provides legal advice for the 
Jefferson County Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Council.  In addition, he is a 
Trustee and Sunday School Director for 
Calvary United Pentecostal Church.

David and Kathy Piercy are the parents 
of four children  –  Michael, 24, who lives 
in Dix and works in Salem;  Kevin, 22, 
a construction worker in Cambria, and 
Rome Grade School students David, 9, 
and Emily, 7  –  and grandparents of two.  

• Piercy found it necessary to submit 
his resignation in Fall 2000 due to family 
health concerns.

“It was truly a pleasure and honor to 
have been associated with the Foundation, 
its Board members, you (Executive Direc-
tor Pat Mitchell) and the staff,” he said in 
his letter of resignation.

“The college is a tremendous asset to 
the development and vitality of our com-
munity and the work of the Foundation is 
an integral part of the college’s success.”

DAVID PIRSEIN
  Executive V-P / Cashier, First National
Bank, Pinckneyville  /  1988 - 1991
Served as one of three Capital Cam-

paign Chairs in Perry County as part of 
the RLC Foundation’s five-year, $4 million 
“Generations of Excellence” starting in 
1994.

Also served as Vice President in charge 
of Loans and Compliance Officer before 
eventually becoming President and CEO 
for First National Bank of Pinckneyville.  
Elected to unexpired portion of three-year 
term as Board Member for The Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis, with the term 
ending December 31, 2006, and served as 
President of Texarkana First Bank, a Divi-
sion of First National Bank.

NANCY PROCTOR
  High School Language Instructor
	 Zeigler	  /  1981 - 1984

The Zeigler-Royalton High School Lan-
guage Instructor was elected, along with 
Perry County Attorney Don Johnson, at 
the Third Annual Dinner Meeting in Sep-
tember 1981.  Their addition brought the 
RLCF Board membership total to seven, 
its capacity, for the first time.

• Proctor served her last year as the 
Board’s Secretary but chose not to con-
tinue as a Director for another three-year 
term.  She was praised for her work on 
the second RLC Foundation Auction and 
in various other capacities.

KEVIN PYATT
  Owner / Director, Pyatt Funeral Home
/ Pinckneyville  /  2010 -
When college officials, community lead-

ers and RLC Foundation supporters gath-
ered in March 2011 for groundbreaking 
ceremonies for the addition of a $500,000 
Science Laboratory and Computer Center 
at the Rend Lake College Murphy-Wall 
Pinckneyville Campus, Pyatt was recog-
nized as one of several “contributors who 
made this connection possible.”

Pyatt is a member of the Pinckneyville 
Planning Commission.  Fellow Commis-
sioners include Larry Pericolosi, husband 
of RLCF Director Mary Pericolosi, and for-
mer RLCF Board member David Pirsein. 

Pyatt Funeral Home is located on South 
Main Street in Pinckneyville.  The private 



company employs a staff of 5-9, with an 
annual revenue between $500,000 and $1 
million, according to the business website, 
manta.com.

KEVIN PYLE
  Executive V-P and General Manager,

 Hamilton County Telephone Co-op
 and Its Subsidiaries  /  2010 -

Kevin Pyle joined the Co-op manage-
ment team in 2006 as Outside Plant Man-
ager, bringing over 30 years of project and 
strategic planning experience to the job.

The following year, he was instrumental 
in the creation of the Co-op’s construction 
company, Hamilton County Construction, 
Inc. as its Superintendent.  In 2009, he was 
promoted to his current position as head 
of the management team and, according 
to the Hamilton County Communications, 
Inc. website “has already spearheaded 
many projects improving the foundation 
of our Co-op.”

Pyle actually began his working rela-
tionship with the Co-op in 1982 while 
working in the construction field provid-
ing services to many organizations in the 
telecommunications industry.

A letter/advertisement in the 2010 
RLCF Annual Dinner program from EVP 
and General Manager Pyle provided 
an overview of the Dahlgren-based co-
sponsor Hamilton County Construction, 
Inc. . . . “a cabling installation contractor 
of copper and fiber cabling that provides 
next-generation advanced services and 
applications such as high-speed internet 
and video.

“We provide construction services to 
other telephone companies, universities 
and colleges, communication companies 
and individual businesses, as well as our 
own co-op.  Some of the services we pro-
vide include direct burial excavation and 
plowing, directional boring, fiber jetting  
or blowing and fiber splicing.

“Hamilton County Construction is part 
of the family of companies of Hamilton 
County Telephone Co-op.  Although we 
are involved in multiple projects, we are 
proud to concentrate our focus and give 
back to the community in which we serve.  
The co-op formed the construction com-
pany in July 2007 to meet the demands of 
our community.”

“Thank you,” Pyle added, “for allow-
ing us to be a part of this event.  We feel 
fortunate to have such a fine institution 
like Rend Lake College in our area.”

“Cooperative Fiber, Bringing broad-
band to rural Illinois,” was featured on the 
cover of Illinois Country Living magazine, 
depicted by HCC Superintendent Jeff 
Edwards leading a construction crew on 
a Fiber to the Home Project for Wabash 

Telephone Co-op located in Lewisville.  
Pyle also heads the Illinois Agricultural 

Literacy program in Dahlgren.

BILL REGENHARDT
  Retired co-owner/partner of S. Illinois

 Asphalt, Mt. Vernon / 1995 - 2010
One of two Mt. Vernon Directors pre-

sented with the RLC Foundation “Presi-
dential Award” during the 2002 Annual 
Dinner at the Mt. Vernon Holiday Inn was 
a retired businessman Bill Regenhardt, a 
co-owner and partner in Southern Illinois 
Asphalt.  He shared the distinction with 
Attorney Mark Ballard.

Regenhardt’s “expertise with building 
projects has been, quite simply, invalu-
able,” RLC President Mark S. Kern told 
the audience of over 375 invited guests.

RLCF Executive Director Pat Mitchell 
agreed.  “By sitting on the Foundation’s 
Building Committee, Bill provided sound 
advice regarding the building of the 
RLCF Children’s Center, the RLC Staff 
Clock Tower, The Hitting Zone and, most 
importantly, with the Rend Lake College 
Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus.”

Kern recalled a “situation where Rend 
Lake College had this beautiful new build-
ing in Pinckneyville scheduled to open for 
fall classes this past August.”

But there was a problem.  A serious one.
By June, Kern continued, “The building 

was completed, but we had no entrance-
way to access it from Highway 154.  One 
of the problems was the existing building 
contractor had estimated a cost of $80,000 
for the project.  We knew E.T. Simonds 
Company was in the process of doing a 
major highway project along Highway 
154, so I called Bill Regenhardt and asked 
him if he knew Bill Simonds.”

Regenhardt not only replied in the af-
firmative, he indicated he knew the fam-
ily well.  Kern asked for an introduction 
for Mitchell and himself.  “In doing so,” 
the President said, “he opened a door for 
us which may not otherwise have been 
opened.”

After the problem was explained to him, 
Simonds offered the services of his chief 
engineer, who already was assigned to the 
Highway 154 project.  Additionally, to the 
delight of RLC administrators, Simonds 
agreed to construct the entrance to the 
RLC Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus 
at cost.

With the project re-designed and the 
cost reduced by half, Rend Lake Col-
lege realized a savings of approximately 
$40,000.

“The extra efforts of Bill Regenhardt 
were critical in solving a technical and 
financial problem, resulting in the college 
receiving a substantial gift-in-kind,” Kern 

commented.”
Regenhardt has been a valued member 

of the RLCF Board since August 1995.  Ac-
cording to Mitchell, he has been a strong 
proponent of the RLCF Children’s Center, 
active on three committees and is relied on 
for his regular attendance and participa-
tion at monthly Board meetings.

• Resigned in April 2010 due to health. 
Recipient  –  2002 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  William & Linda Regenhardt

/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award

Dr. CHARLES W. “BILL” ROE
  Dentist / Partner, Pinckneyville

 Dental Clinic  /  1998 -
Dr. Bill and Mary Roe already had been 

awarded the RLCF Bronze Seal when 
their lead gift led to the establishment of 
a “community endowment” to provide 
student scholarships for Pinckneyville-
area graduates.  The Roes encouraged 
others to contribute to the cause.

“Nobody is more highly respected 
in the community than Bill Roe,” a 
Murphy-Wall State Bank official said of 
an individual who sits on boards of both 
proactive community organizations.  

Roe followed his father, Wilson Roe, 
on the Murphy-Wall Board.  Charles 
W. “Bill” also is a member of the Perry 
County Board of Health, the Pinckneyville 
Hospital and the Cemetery Board.

Bill and Mary Roe were honored by the 
Pinckneyville Chamber of Commerce as  
“Outstanding Persons of the Year” in 2005.

In a related story in The Southern, it was 
stated, “Chamber officials say the Roes 
have dedicated their lives to Pinckneyville 
and the surrounding area and are worthy 
of the title ‘Persons of the Year’ for many 
reasons.
 “Bill coached baseball and softball for 
12 years, served from 1976 to 1989 on the 
Pinckneyville Grade School Board, from 
1988 to 1994 on the Five Star Industries 
Board of Directors and on the Pinck-
neyville Cemetery Board since 1998.  He 
also serves on the Pinckneyville Com-
munity Hospital Board of Directors, the 
advisory board for the RLC Murphy-Wall 
Campus and the Murphy-Wall State Bank 
Board.
 “He’s served on the Perry County 
Health Department Board of Directors 
since its inception in 1977 and is a 30-year 
member of the Pinckneyville Optimists.  
He has practiced dentistry at the Pinck-
neyville Dental Clinic for many years 
and is a member of the United Methodist 
Church.” 
 Roe received his DDS Degree in 1969 
from the University of Illinois at Chicago 
College of Dentistry.
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 Recipient  –  2003 Rend Lake College 
   Foundation “Presidential Award”
 Recognized  –  One of “Leaders Among Us” 
  saluted by Southern Business Journal
  in 2009
 Recipient  –  Dr. Charles and Mary Roe
  / RLCF Gold Seal Award

MARY MIDDLETON ROE
  Pinckneyville  /  1985 - 1988

 The wife of Pinckneyville Dentist Dr. 
Charles W. “Bill” Roe is the mother of 
three children and was a homemaker at 
the time she was appointed to the RLCF 
Board.  She is the current President of 
the Pinckneyville High School Board of 
Education, Past-President of the Board 
of Directors of the Perry County Work-
shop for the Handicapped and Past-Vice 
President for Friends of Morris Library at 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale.
 When she graduated magna cum laude 
from SIUC in 1965 with a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree in Mathematics, she was recipient 
of the Phi Beta Kappa Commencement 
Prize as the highest ranking senior.  She 
earned her Master’s Degree in Education 
/ Guidance and Counseling a year later, 
also from SIUC.  She has taught classes 
at Southern and has worked in school 
systems in Olive Branch and Riverside in 
Illinois and Bethesda, MD.
 Roe also is a member of the Pinck-
neyville Women’s Club and the American 
Association of University Women.  In 
1982, she was a member of the Illinois 
Study Commission on Public Pension 
Investment Policies
 • Roe came off the RLCF Board when 
she was hired full-time by the college.
 Years later, she joined the SIU Alumni 
Association Board of Directors.  According 
to her SIU Alumni Association bio . . .
 “Now retired, Mary is active in the Per-
ry County Alumni Chapter and is owner 
of Leisure Time Antiques.  She serves on 
the Friends of Morris Library Board of 
Directors, the College of Education and 
Human Services Advisory Council and is 
Second Vice President and member of the 
Southern Illinois Workforce Investment 
Board of Directors Executive Committee.  
She is a life member of the Association.”
 Her tenure on the PCHS Board was 
from 1983-95.  Other community service:  
Perry County Chair for the Southern Illi-
nois Cleanup Campaign in 2005;  Five Star 
Industries Board member for a decade;  
Southern Illinois Case Coordinator Ser-
vices Board member for 10 years;   Shag-
bark Girl Scout Council Board for eight 
years, and RLC Murphy-Wall Campus 
advisory board.  She is a member of St. 
Bruno’s Catholic Church. 
 Mary and Bill Roe were honored by the 

Pinckneyville Chamber of Commerce as  
“Outstanding Persons of the Year” in 2005.
 “It’s an honor to be considered and even 
more to be selected by the chamber for 
this recognition,” she said.  “I’ve always 
thought I’ve gained more from any com-
munity involvement than what I was able 
to contribute.” 

In April 2009, Roe ran for a two-year 
seat on the Rend Lake College Board of 
Trustees.  The hotly contested four-person 
race included former RLC Architecture 
Professor Rick Marlow, the ultimate win-
ner, incumbent Hunt Bonan and another 
former college instructor, Fran Lentz.

Recipient  –  Dr. Charles & Mary Roe
/ RLCF Gold Seal Award

STEVE ROWLAND
  G.M. of Operations, White Oak

 Resources LLC, Hamilton County
 (Christopher)  /  2009 -

One of the more recent additions to the 
RLC Foundation is a heavy hitter in the 
local coal industry and worldwide.

The  Christopher resident joined the 
board in Summer 2009. Rowland most 
recently worked with Mike Tracey at 
White Oak Resources in Hamilton County. 
After 42 years of setting up and shaping 
up millions of dollars in coal operations 
across the globe, this veteran is taking a 
break . . . for now. He is semi-retired and 
doing some consulting.

Rowland’s only time spent actually 
mining coal was working summers at 
Old Ben Coal Mine while enrolled at the 
Missouri School of Mines in Rolla, MO – 
now the Missouri School of Science and 
Technology.  Mining engineering was not 
even his original career path.  But after 
graduating with an engineering degree in 
that discipline in 1970, the future looked 
bright and there was no looking back.

Rowland worked in various manage-
ment positions for both Old Ben and  
Freeman United and was one of the first 
hired at Kerr-McGee, where he served 
as General Manager until 1998. He then 
worked for Shell Oil to develop Aus-
tralia’s largest underground coal mine 
in terms of equipment and size and the 
continent’s top producing mine for three 
years straight.

He returned home to a consultant posi-
tion before heading back to Australia in 
2004 as part of Broken Hill Proprietary’s 
Carbon Steel Division, where he helped 
break ground on a mine that is still pro-
ducing for a global market.  BHP is the 
largest metallurgical coal producer in the 
world.  After BHP, Rowland returned to 
the U.S. again and started working with 
White Oak.

He is a firm believer in lifelong learn-

ing.  Nearly two decades after graduating 
with his engineering degree, he completed 
the Kellogg Graduate School of Manage-
ment’s Executive Development Program 
at Northwestern University.

“I don’t think you ever stop learning,” 
he said. “With remarkable advancements 
being made all the time, you don’t want 
to turn your back on learning in this in-
dustry.”

His valuable knowledge of mining on a 
global scale makes Rowland a significant 
addition to the RLCF Board. He said he is 
starting to see signs the market is coming 
back for producers in the Illinois Coal 
Basin, the largest single bituminous coal 
reserve in the U.S.

His advice to Mining Technology stu-
dents at RLC is to think globally.

Rowland lives just south of Christopher 
with his wife, Vicki.

Recipient  –  2010 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

RANDY RUBENACKER
  Co-Owner-Manager, Rubenacker

 Farms Partnership, Dahlgren, and
 4R Equipment, McLeansboro  /  2005 -

In retrospect, Randy Rubenacker prob-
ably had an unfair advantage over the 
competition when he was presented the 
“Outstanding Agricultural Student of the 
Year” Award by the Rend Lake College 
AAA Department faculty and staff in 1978.

On-the-job training had played a major 
role in the life of the then 20-year-old 
Hamilton County native since he was 
8 or 9.  The early lessons learned were 
provided by his father, Master Farmer 
Richard Rubenacker.

Now the Rend Lake College graduate 
and second “Outstanding Ag” honoree 
has come full circle.  Already a member 
of the Applied Science Division’s Ag Ad-
visory Committee, Randy Rubenacker has 
been named to succeed his late father on 
the RLC Foundation Board of Directors.

“We could not be more pleased Randy 
has agreed to join the Foundation Board.  
The Rubenacker name carries a lot of 
weight and is highly respected in Ham-
ilton County and the Southern Illinois 
area,” commented Pat Mitchell, RLC 
Foundation Chief Executive Officer.

“While Randy brings a lot of the same 
qualities and assets to our organization 
his father did, he is his own person and 
brings with him a wealth of knowledge 
and business experience.  We are looking 
forward to benefiting from that expertise 
he adds to our outstanding group of com-
munity leaders.”

Randy Rubenacker and his wife, 
Deborah (a Rend Lake College graduate 
as well), live in Dahlgren.  They are the 
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parents of three children  –  Ricky, a sopho-
more at the University of Illinois;  Rachel, 
a junior at Hamilton County Senior High 
School, and Robert, a seventh-grader at 
Hamilton County Junior H.S.

Rubenacker is Owner-Manager of Ru-
benacker Farms Partnership, a row crop 
farm operation with 8,500 acres in produc-
tion.  He also serves as President of Prairie 
Tile Systems, Inc. a farm drainage instal-
lation corporation in existence since 2001;  
Rubenacker Farms, Inc., an over-the-road 
and grain trucking corporation formed in 
2000, and Hamilton County Equipment 
(now 4R Equipment), since 1987.

Demands on his time do not stop with 
the every-day workload.  Rubenacker has 
been a member of the Hamilton County 
Board since 1997, serving as its Vice Chair  
since 2000 (through 2006), and was added 
to the State Fair Advisory Board in 2003.

He likewise has been Hamilton County 
Soil and Water Conservation District Di-
rector since 1983, Haw Creek Drainage 
District Commissioner since 1996 and 
Southeastern Illinois Regional Planning 
and Development Commissioner since 
1997.  Previously, he served as Hamilton 
County Economic Development Commis-
sioner, 1984-87.

Rubenacker is a Licensed Instrument 
Airplane Pilot as well.

Randy Rubenacker was 46 when he was 
named to the RLCF Board.  He is three 
years older than brother-partner Rodney 
and seven years older than brother-
partner Terry, the RLC “Outstanding Ag 
Student of the Year” in 1985.  Both brothers 
also graduated from the RLC Ag program.

The RLCF Director gives credit to his 
father for many things, including the work 
ethic and habits ingrained at an early age.

“Particularly in the agriculture business 
and grain farming, it is as much an art as 
it is a science.  It is something you learn 
as you go along, and the earlier you learn 
the better off you are.  Being a farmer is 
all I have wanted to do since I was 8 or 9.

“I think both of my brothers felt the 
same way.  We all went to Rend Lake Col-
lege, got our degrees in Ag Production and 
started farming.  He (Richard) was always 
good about giving us advice but letting us 
help make decisions.”

Recipient  –  2008 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Alumnus of the Year”  

RICHARD RUBENACKER
  President, Hamilton Co. Equipment  

 /  2003 - 2005
Richard Rubenacker always has been 

proud of Rend Lake College. The longtime 
farmer’s three sons graduated from the 
Agriculture program, and now Rubena-
cker is giving back to the college by serv-

ing on the RLC Foundation Board.
 “I feel privileged,” said the McLeans-
boro resident of his recent appointment. 
“I have always been extremely high on 
Rend Lake College. We are fortunate to 
have a college of that caliber this close.”
 According to Pat Mitchell, Rend Lake 
College Foundation CEO, Rubenacker 
was nominated to the RLCF Board based 
on his successful career in the farm imple-
ment business.  Rubenacker fills a vacancy 
left by the late Don York, a McLeansboro 
businessman.
 “He is the person from Hamilton County 
we needed to get involved with the Foun-
dation,” Mitchell said. “This is a man who 
gets things done.”
 Rubenacker praised RLC’s Ag pro-
grams, in particular.  He said RLC provides 
a wonderful option to students who may 
not otherwise continue their educations 
past high school.
 Rubenacker graduated from Wayne City 
High School in 1952 and went directly to 
work on the family farm. In November 
1956, he married Margarette Biggerstaff. 
Each of their sons  –  Randy, Rodney and 
Terry  –  graduated from Rend Lake College 
in Ag Production and joined the family 
farming operation.  The Rubenackers also 
have five grandchildren.
 What originally was 320 acres has grown 
over the last 40 years to include more than 
8,000 acres, of which the Rubenacker fam-
ily owns 90 percent.
 In 1987, Rubenacker and his children 
formed 4R Corporation and bought a 
Case-IH farm equipment dealership in 
McLeansboro.  Three years later, they 
purchased another dealership in Carmi.  
The family also owns Prairie Tile Systems 
and owns and operates Rubenacker Farms 
Inc., a trucking business that hauls grain 
from its farms and custom hauls for Pioneer 
Seed Co. in McLeansboro.
 Rubenacker’s farming abilities have 
been recognized in trade publications. In 
1983 he was  selected as a Master Farmer 
by Prairie Farmer Magazine, and he accepted 
a lifetime membership in the National 
Registry of Who’s Who and was featured 
in the 1998 edition.
 Rubenacker is no stranger to serving on 
boards. He has held seats on the Hamilton 
County Unit 10 School Board, Hamilton 
County Board of Supervisors, Southeast-
ern Illinois Planning Commission, Wayne/
White Counties Electric Co-op Board, 
Federal Land Bank Board of Directors, 
Farmers Home Administration Board, 
Rend Lake Agricultural Advisory Board 
and Market Street Bancshares Board. He 
also has served on various church commit-
tees, including the Knights of Columbus.

 Rubenacker’s country/western band, 
“The Country Kin,” has entertained the 
Tri-State area for more than 30 years and 
continues to perform for charitable func-
tions, events and fund-raisers.
 • Serving on the RLCF Board of Direc-
tors at time of his death February 23, 2005.
 Recipient  –  Richard Rubenacker Family
  / RLCF Silver Seal Award

Dr. CARL SCHWEINFURTH
  Mt. Vernon  /  1980 - 1989

   “Director Emeritus” Rank  ~  1993
 Southern Illinois businessman and phi-
lanthropist Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth 
was elected by acclamation to the Board 
of Directors at the Second Annual Din-
ner Meeting in Fall 1980.  Several months 
prior to his election he agreed to serve as 
Chair of the Financial Development Com-
mittee (along with Trustee Joe McClure, 
bank executive Gib Coleman, Mitchell 
Museum Executive V-P Ken Miller, grade 
school teacher Flo Dudley and nontradi-
tional student Ruby Webb).  He succeeded 
Howard L. Payne as Vice President during 
the 1981-82 academic year and served as 
RLCF President from 1984-86.
 Schweinfurth is a former History and 
Government Instructor who has traveled 
extensively in recent years.  An author and 
local businessman as well, he founded 
the Southern Illinois International House 
for graduate-level foreign students at 
Southern Illinois University, from which 
he graduated in 1964 with his Doctorate 
Degree in Government.
 The RLCF voted unanimously in Sep-
tember 1996 to present Dr. Carl Lincoln 
Schweinfurth with a Resolution of Com-
mendation for his positive impact on the 
not-for-profit organization.
 The official citation formally recognized 
Schweinfurth for “humanitarian efforts 
and numerous contributions made over 
many years of dedicated involvement 
and service with the Rend Lake College 
Foundation Board of Directors, Rend Lake 
College, its students and staff.”
 College officials took advantage of a 
recent trip to campus by Schweinfurth to 
make the official presentation.  Schwein-
furth attended one of four free, college-
sponsored performances by Evansville-
based “Tales and Scales” in the RLC 
Theatre for area grade school students.
 RLC President Mark S. Kern made the 
presentation, along with Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director Herb Winemiller Jr. and 
Registrar Pat Mitchell.
 Schweinfurth, according to the resolu-
tion, was recognized in 1981 as an original 
member of the RLC Foundation “Presi-
dent’s Circle” and became only the third 
person to receive the “Board Emeritus” 
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Award during ceremonies in Spring 1994.
Schweinfurth likewise was saluted “for 

many other notable contributions . . . in 
terms of his time and talent, as well as 
financial contributions.”  

He made it possible for qualified youth 
to benefit from Summer Career Camp 
Nursing experiences at Southern Illinois 
University-Edwardsville  through the 
RLC “Project First Class” project and has 
donated other resources to that grant pro-
gram for the betterment and encourage-
ment of minority youth in his hometown 
Mt. Vernon area.

“Let it be known,” the resolution con-
cludes, “the Rend Lake College Founda-
tion Board of Directors and the admin-
istration of Rend Lake College sincerely 
appreciate the outstanding contributions 
and worthwhile efforts of Dr. Carl Lincoln 
Schweinfurth to make the institution of 
higher learning a beneficial experience 
‘where learning never ends . . .’ for all 
residents of the district and Southern Il-
linois.”  It was signed by Kern, Winemiller 
and Foundation Chair Hunt Bonan. 

• Recognized for his “dedication to the 
establishment and growth of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation” when he opted 
to retire in 1989 along with two other for-
mer Presidents, Ruby Webb and Dewey 
Nussbaum.

• Schweinfurth was a member of the 
faculty at Bethany College (WV) when 
the school yearbook was dedicated to him 
in 1967.  He was named that institution’s 
“Outstanding Professor” a year later.

According to the yearbook staff, “The 
Class of 1967 proudly dedicates this 
Bethanian to Dr. Carl L. Schweinfurth.  
Dr. Schweinfurth has been with Bethany 
College for fewer years than has the Class 
of 1967, and yet he has earned the respect 
and praise of us all.  As a Counselor he 
has always been ready to put the needs of 
the students first.  No problem is too great 
or too small to merit Dr. Schweinfurth’s 
earnest concern.  

“As a Professor, he has been a true Lib-
eral Arts educator stimulating his students 
with the desire to learn much more than 
only that which is taught in the classroom.  
As a Foreign Student Advisor, Advisor 
to the International Relations Club, Delta 
Tau Delta Fraternity, Phi Alpha Theta 
National History Fraternity and many 
other campus and outside organizations, 
he has distinguished himself and in doing 
so, Bethany College. For Dr. Schweinfurth 
as well as the Class of 1967, we feel that 
this graduation is not an ending of his in-
spiring influence, but a commencement.”

In March 1985, he was recognized as the 
seventh recipient of the Lambert Steffens 
Citizenship Award presented by the Jef-

ferson County Chamber of Commerce. 
 Recipient  –  Schweinfurth Foundation
  / RLCF Platinum Seal Award
 Recipient  –  Third person to be awarded
   Board Emeritus status in May 1994. 

GREG SIMS
  CEO, Crossroads Community Hospital
	 •	V-P / Medical Group and Occ. Therapy,
 St. Mary’s Good Samaritan Inc. / ’06-14
 The RLC Foundation Board of Directors 
welcomed Greg Sims, CEO of Crossroads 
Community Hospital in Mt. Vernon, as a 
new member in late 2006.
 By the December Annual Dinner in 
2007, Sims was still a member of the Board 
but his allegiance was to St. Mary’s / 
Good Samaritan Inc. as its Vice President 
of Ambulatory Network Development.
 A native of Atwood, Sims graduated 
from the University of Illinois and worked 
initially as a plant manager in the manu-
facturing industry.
 Later, as a Board member for Commu-
nity Health Systems Hospital in Arkansas, 
he returned to Illinois with the hospital’s 
CEO and worked for him in Marion.
 Sims became the CEO of privately 
owned Crossroads Community Hospital 
three years prior to his appointment to the 
RLCF Director’s position.
 Rationale provided with the recom-
mendation to seat Sims at the November 
meeting indicated, “The Nominating 
Committee recognizes Mr. Sims as an 
influential individual in Jefferson County.  
 “His industry, the healthcare field, is 
key to future job opportunities in this area 
for both community members as well as 
future Rend Lake College graduates.  He 
will bring his business expertise to the 
Foundation and strengthen the partner-
ship between both Crossroads Commu-
nity Hospital and Rend Lake College/
Rend Lake College Foundation.”
 Prior to Sims’ acceptance by the RLC 
Foundation Board, its President, Hunt 
Bonan, said, “I can firmly attest Greg 
has taken a firm hold in Mt. Vernon.  We 
appreciate having you represent your 
institution.”
 “I am very pleased about joining the 
Board,” Sims said.  “All of the programs 
the college offers benefit us as an institu-
tion as well as the surrounding communi-
ties.  To help see the college continue to 
grow is one of the reasons I wanted to be 
a part of the organization.”
 • Resignation accepted February 2014.

GEORGE SLANKARD
  Retired Sesser Magazine Publisher  

 /  1997 - 
 A 1943 graduate of Goode-Barren Town-
ship High School, Slankard was honored 

as the 2010 Distinguished Alumnus by the 
Sesser-Valier Unit School District #196 for 
his “achievements and accomplishments.”  
Other Distinguished Alumni with close 
ties to Rend Lake College include RLCF 
Board members James Robert Fornear 
(2000), Mildred Fitzgerrell (2002) and 
Martin Buchanan (2004);  RLC Trustees 
Robert Kirkpatrick (2007) and Everett 
K. Thompson (2009), and Sesser-Valier 
Community Coordinator Arnold Wingo 
(2006).  Others with RLC ties include 
Wayne Fitzgerrell (2001) and John “Jack” 
Fornear (2003).
 Slankard is credited for being the Father 
of the longstanding Sesser Homecoming. 
He was quoted in one recent Homecom-
ing publication, “I went to 63 business 
owners and individuals in Sesser in 1950 
and asked them to donate $20 each to help 
get the first Homecoming off the ground.  
And I distinctly remember that all but 
two donated the money.  That’s how the 
Homecoming was funded from the begin-
ning.”
 George and Mary Slankard have been 
pillars of the Sesser community and 
Southern Illinois for many years.  His 
father had been Editor of the weekly 
newspaper in Sesser for many years before 
it moved to Christopher.  
 Mary Slankard taught English at Sesser-
Valier High School until her retirement; 
she has always been involved in their 
printing business, even more so since her 
retirement from SVHS.
 Slankard himself graduated from 
Southern Illinois University with two 
Bachelor’s Degrees and taught for three 
years before returning to the family’s 
publishing roots.
 Widely recognized magazine and news-
paper publications edited and printed 
by Slankard’s C&H Publishing Co. and 
Slankard Publishing include the Sesser 
Review (newspaper, 1941-60); Cars & Parts;
The Lunker Hole;  Outdoor Illinois;  Whistle;  
American Cooner and Hunter’s Horn (fox 
hunting).

He was a co-builder of Sesser Pharmacy 
and Sesser Dairy Queen.  He also was a 
founding member of the International 
Magnolia Society (in 1963) and printed 
the Magnolia Newsletter for many years.

In addition to serving as Chairman of 
the Sesser Homecoming Association for 
several years, he was in charge of the 
annual car show for 30-plus years and a 
member of the City Council, Sesser Cham-
ber of Commerce and Sesser Lions Club.

Slankard has a keen interest in vintage 
cars, in particular Pierce-Arrows (1901-38)
and Mercedes-Benz.

Recipient  –  George & Mary Slankard
/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award
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B. SCOTT SPEARS
  President, White Oak Resource LLC

 McLeansboro  /  2014 -
B. Scott Spears became Chief Financial 

Officer for White Oak Resources LLC in 
2008 and was elevated to President in 
February 2010.

White Oak is a private coal company 
formed in 2006 and headquartered in 
McLeansboro, with operations in Hamil-
ton County.  The company has access to 
over 1.3 billion tons of recoverable coal 
reserves in the Illinois basin.

The McLeansboro Times-Leader reported 
in 2010, “In early 2008, White Oak an-
nounced plans to build two longwall 
mines in Hamilton County  –  northwest 
northeast of McLeansboro  –  with a third 
mine area set-up southeast of the city.  
The company anticipates more than 300 
construction jobs to the area and approxi-
mately 375 permanent jobs when Mine 
No. 1 is at full production.”

The investment was estimated at more 
than $400 million to build the mine, ac-
cording to the Area Development publica-
tion in October 2010.  Mine No. 1, which 
broke ground in May 2011, is expected to 
produce over 200 million tons from the 
Herrin No. 6 coal seam, averaging 6.0-6.5 
tons annually over 25-plus years.     

According to a company Management 
Profile, “Spears has over 20 years of fi-
nancial leadership in the coal and metals 
industries.  He has worked with Massey 
Energy Company, Titanium Metals Cor-
poration and Magnum Coal Company.  

“During his nearly 10 years with 
Massey, he worked in numerous roles in 
operational accounting, corporate plan-
ning and taxation with his last position 
being Division Controller for Massey’s 
largest Southern West Virginia operations.  

“During five years with Magnum Coal, 
he held various finance, accounting and 
administrative leadership positions, in-
cluding CFO and Controller. 

“Most recently, Spears served as Vice 
President and Treasurer for Magnum 
Coal, where he was involved in all capital-
raising activities.”

 Spears is a native of West Virginia and 
comes from a family of coal miners.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Busi-
ness Administration from West Virginia 
University and has been a Certified Public 
Accountant since 1991.

Second-in-command to White Oak CEO 
Jack Richardson, a former CONSUL En-
ergy executive, Spears is a member of the 
Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce 
Board.

Recipient  –  Scott & Jenifer Spears
 / RLCF Bronze Gift Award

Dr. GENE STOTLAR
  Retired Pinckneyville Physician  

 /  1995 - 2010
 After 15 years of service on the RLC 
Foundation Board, 82-year-old retired 
physician Gene Stotlar of Pinckneyville 
announced it was time for a change. 
 “We have accomplished a lot of good 
things . . . but I’ve been there and done 
that,” he said. “I feel like it’s time to get 
some new blood on the board.” 
 Stotlar and his wife, Ramona, had 
given scholarships to RLC students for the 
previous seven years. At his last meeting 
with the board, he was presented a Major 
Gift Award for their giving.  “It’s simple. 
We do it to help kids get an education.  
I’m a firm believer if everyone received 
an education and went on that the whole 
area would be much better.” 
 Of all the RLCF campaigns Stotlar 
has been a part of over his tenure, the 
establishment of a satellite campus in his 
hometown of Pinckneyville was the most 
rewarding for him, he admitted. Before 
there was the RLC Murphy-Wall Campus, 
very little Rend Lake College presence 
existed in the community.
 Stotlar’s parting words to the Board in-
cluded a challenge.  He said a lab is all that 
stands in the way of students being able 
to complete a degree at the Murphy-Wall 
Campus, without ever having to make the 
long drive to the Ina campus. He said he 
would like to see that lab become the next 
project the Board tackled. 
 Born on New Year’s Eve 1927, Dr. Stot-
lar was one of the oldest members on the 
RLCF Board of Directors, third to 94-year-
old Emeritus member Howard Payne and 
85-year-old Bill Regenhardt. 
 As a student-athlete at Southern Il-
linois University, he was the starting 
point guard as a freshman for the 1946 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA) National Champions.  
He was recognized as the Tournament 
“Most Valuable Player” and First-Team 
All-America.
 His heroics were not forgotten.  Stotlar 
was one of 75 individuals (60 players, 15 
coaches) named to the NAIA 75th Anni-
versary All-Star Team in 2012.
 After graduating from Saint Louis Uni-
versity School of Medicine, Stotlar started 
practicing at a city hospital at the age of 
23. He served two years in the U.S. Army 
and moved to Pinckneyville at age 27.
 In 1955, he joined his brother, Dr. James 
B. Stotlar, and Dr. G.H. Edwards in medi-
cal practice in Pinckneyville, where he 
practiced for 36 years. During this time 
he served on the Pinckneyville Grade 
School Board, the St. Bruno School Board 
and the Rend Lake College Foundation. 

He retired from medical practice in 1991.
 More recently, he has been part of the 
select membership of the Foundation for 
the Future of Pinckneyville, organized 
in 2008 with a Mission/Goal “to make 
Pinckneyville a destination  –  a commu-
nity with quality education, state-of-the-
art healthcare and economic stability.”
 • Ramona June Stotlar, 80, died August 
23, 2014.
 Recipient  –  2003 Rend Lake College 
   Foundation “Presidential Award”
 Recipient  –  Dr. Gene & Ramona Stotlar
  / RLCF Gold Seal Award

ROBIN R. STOWERS
  Attorney-at-Law	•	V-P	and	H.R.

 Executive, Bennett Metal Products Inc.
 / Midwestern Machine & Hydraulics

 / Mt. Vernon  /  2014 -
A practicing lawyer since 1984, Robin 

René Stowers doubles as Vice President 
and Human Resources Executive for 
Bennett Metal Products, Inc., a privately 
held company in Mt. Vernon established 
in 1969, and Midwestern Machines and 
Hydraulics, Inc. 

Bennett Metal Products, a die-cutting 
manufacturer, falls in the category of those 
companies with between 50-99 employees 
and an annual estimated revenue of $5-10 
million.  Husband Jim Stowers serves as 
President.  

In July 2008, she was one of five indi-
viduals added to the Court Appointed 
Special Advocate Board of Directors.  
The Mission of CASA “is to draw from 
community resources to provide trained 
volunteers who advocate in the court 
system for abused and neglected children, 
provide needed information to the court 
and serve children’s best interests quickly 
and efficiently.”

CASA membership is “appointed by 
judges and only handles one case at a 
time . . . until the child is placed in a safe, 
permanent home.”

Stowers is Vice President of the Mt. Ver-
non Township High School Foundation.

BETTY SWINK
  Owner, U-Save Furniture,

 Christopher  /  1994 - 1999
Had worked many years with Millie 

Caldwell on RLCF fund-raising cam-
paigns in Christopher prior to her ap-
pointment to the Board in April 1994.

Member of the Major Gift Committee 
for the RLC Foundation’s five-year, $4 mil-
lion “Generations of Excellence” capital 
campaign, beginning in 1994.

She is the wife of Leavell Swink, who 
was an Agriculture Instructor for Rend 
Lake College from 1970-84.
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ROBERT TAYLOR
  Taylor Ford in Benton  /  1987 - 1995
Joined RLCF Board of Directors along 

with Jim Hinman and Margaret Beal at 
Ninth Annual Foundation meeting in 
November 1987.

In 1991, in the Rend Lake College 
recruitment publication entitled, “Auto-
biographies . . . Keeping track of graduates, job 
opportunities and other key component parts 
to the RLC Auto program,” The Taylor Team  
is featured.  

Owner Bob Taylor is pictured with nine 
of his employees who represent over 75 
years in automotive service.  “Rend Lake 
College has been a tremendous source of 
technically competent service technicians.  
In this day and age of extremely complex, 
computer-controlled cars, the average 
old-style technician is a thing of the past.  
It takes a technically competent person, 
and Rend Lake College has been a great 
source of those people for me.”

The Taylor Team ’91 included Customer 
Service Manager Dwight Bishop (RLC 
Class of ’74), Parts Department Manager 
Dennis Bayless (’80), Heavy Truck Service 
Manager Ron Birkner (’81), Team Leader 
Heavy Duty Truck Tom Jamerson (’81), 
Warranty Manager Jeff Corey (’86), Cli-
mate Control Specialist Tim Smith (’80), 
Refinish Craftsman Jay Hubbard (’90), 
Auto Technician Darel Millenbine (’88) 
and Parts Man Larry Lampley (’79).  

The nine represented eight Southern 
Illinois communities (either graduated 
from high school or now live in)  –  Ben-
ton, Christopher, DuQuoin, Macedonia, 
McLeansboro, Mt. Vernon, Pinckneyville 
and West Frankfort.

BOB THOMASON
  G.M., Hamilton County Telephone Co-Op, 

 Long Distance/Communications / 2006-10
Bob Thomason is very familiar with 

community colleges in Southern Illinois.  
After spending his childhood in Carmi, 
he attended Southeastern Illinois College 
in Harrisburg.

He first joined the Hamilton County 
Telephone Cooperative in 1976 following 
stints as an Assistant Manager at Crown 
Finance and at Automatic Electric.

Today, he is General Manager of not 
only Hamilton County Telephone Co-Op 
but also of Hamilton County Long Dis-
tance, Inc. and Hamilton County Com-
munications, Inc.

According to Rend Lake College Foun-
dation CEO Pat Mitchell, the Telephone 
Co-Op and Hamilton County Communi-
cations are both major contributors to the 
RLCF scholarship program and the RLC 
Foundation Children’s Center.

“Mr. Thomason is well known in the 

Hamilton County area and his presence 
on the Foundation Board will strengthen 
the representation in that locality,” said 
Mitchell. 

Thomason is proud of his family, in-
cluding wife Mary, who teaches at Marion 
High School, their two daughters, Shelda 
and Beth, and three grandchildren, Syd-
ney, Trinity and Jacob.  Shelda is a teacher 
in Zeigler;  Beth is a Registered Nurse in 
Carbondale.

And he is proud of his track record ad-
vancing up through the ranks at Hamilton 
County Telephone Cooperative.

He holds certificates for Excellence in 
Leadership in 2003 and 2005 from the Na-
tional Telecommunications Cooperative 
Association, as well as a number of others 
through the telephone cooperative.  He 
admitted his own education is important 
to him as a business leader and as a parent.

“Certainly, education is a very impor-
tant part of a young person’s life,” he 
added.  “I think being able to help and 
support the local community college is the 
desire of not only every parent, but of any 
businessman.  I feel good about having the 
opportunity to serve.”

Thanks to Thomason’s cooperation, 
Rend Lake College and Hamilton County 
Telephone Co-op and its Subsidiaries  
were able to participate in a statewide 
Digital Divide Grant which provides 
computer and Internet classes to rural 
areas at no cost.  The number of commu-
nity participants attending these classes 
exceeded the first semester goals.

Recipient  –  2007 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”

JOYCE TILLER
  Benton  /  1988 - 1995
In Fall of 1990, Tiller was hired as an 

Assistant Vice-President at First Bank 
and Trust Co., Mt. Vernon, Marion, Ina 
and Johnston City.  Around that same 
time, it was also announced she would 
be assisting with the Rend Lake College 
Self-Employment Training Program dur-
ing the next year.  She served previously 
as Executive Vice President and CEO for 
Christopher-based Rend Lake Bank.

• Resigned in March 1995.

STAN VAUGHN
  President, Firstar Bank in Mt. Vernon 

 /  2001 - 2003
Vaughn joined the RLC Foundation 

Board shortly after becoming the new 
President of Firstar Bank in Mt. Vernon.

Born and raised in the boot heel of Mis-
souri, he has spent the last 25 years in the 
banking business in California.

Stan and his wife, Pam, are parents of 
adult daughters living in Minneapolis, 

MN, and Sacramento, CA, and they have 
one granddaughter.

While introducing the newcomer to 
other Board members, Pat Mitchell an-
nounced Vaughn was supporting a grant 
proposal that has been submitted to Fir-
star Bank in the amount of $20,000 for the 
Children’s Center.

According to Mitchell, “Mercantile, 
now Firstar, started out with an $8,000 
endowment, added to the endowment, 
funded a $12,000 grant and this additional 
$20,000 will put them up to the $50,000 
giving level.

“Stan has not been in the area for very 
long and is already helping the Founda-
tion look for additional resources and 
helping support the Children’s Center.”

• Resigned in April 2003 when job 
transfer took him to Missouri.

RANDY VENEGONI
  Vice President, B & G Venegoni 

 Distribution, Christopher /  2012 -
Randy Venegoni is both Vice President 

and General Manager of the family-
owned beer and ale merchant wholesaler 
company that was established in 1964.

Located on State Route 14 West in 
Christopher, B & G Venegoni Distribution 
boasts 14 employees and does an esti-
mated $4 million in annual sales volume, 
according to Dun and Bradstreet.  It is a 
major distributor in Southern Illinois of 
Anheuser-Busch products.

DAVID WAGGONER
  President, United Illinois Bank

 of Benton  /  1990 - 1992
Elected in December 1990 to two-year 

term.  The financial institution he headed, 
United Illinois Bank, came into existence 
in 1985 when Benton Community Bank 
joined Firstbank of Illinois Co. of Spring-
field.  Eight years later, when Peoples 
Bank branches in Marion and Energy 
were purchased, the bank name became 
United Illinois Bank of Southern Illinois.  
It merged into Central Bank in 1995.

• Resigned in 1992.

MIKE WARREN
  Vice President of Clinical Development,  

 Good Samaritan Regional Health Ctr.,  
 Mt. Vernon  /  1992 - 1998

Board minutes, at the time he was 
introduced to fellow Directors, indicated 
Warren “has expertise in the areas of 
marketing and planning.”

Four years later, in his “retirement” 
letter, Warren stated, “I have been unable 
to attend the past several meetings due 
to conflicts with my work schedule and 
feel, in fairness to you and the rest of the 
Board members, you should replace me 
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with someone who is more able to serve 
the Foundation Board.

“I have enjoyed being a member of 
the Foundation Board these past several 
years.  It has been a great experience in 
witnessing the growth of Rend Lake Col-
lege under Mark’s leadership.  I have thor-
oughly enjoyed working with the Board 
members and with you (Pat Mitchell) and 
Herb in your roles as Executive Directors.

“I believe in Rend Lake College and its 
niche in Southern Illinois.  I will be glad 
to help you and the Board in any future 
projects that you want my assistance.  May 
God bless you in your continued efforts 
to promote the growth of the college and 
education in our region.” 

• Resigned in August 1998.

RUBY S. WEBB
  Ewing  /  1980 - 1989
Appointed to RLCF Board during 

1980-81 academic year when B.W. Eovaldi 
resigned in the first year of a three-year 
term he was elected to in 1980.

Webb then became only the second 
President of the Foundation Board of 
Directors when she replaced Harold W. 
“Hank” Hannah in November 1982.  She 
served in that capacity for two years.

• Recognized for her “dedication to the 
establishment and growth of the Rend 
Lake College Foundation” when she 
opted to retire in 1989 along with two 
other former Presidents, Dr. Carl Lincoln 
Schweinfurth and Dewey Nussbaum.

Webb was much-appreciated as a cook 
and host, frequently inviting the RLC 
Foundation Board to meet after dinner at 
her farm home in rural Franklin County.

WILLIAM WEBBER
  Pinckneyville  /  1985
Had a tough act to follow when he was 

named in February 1985 to succeed Ken 
Miller, RLCF Director who resigned to ac-
cept the part-time position of Foundation 
Executive Director.

A Mt. Vernon native and MVTHS grad-
uate who served his country as a member 
of the U.S. Navy Seabees in World War II, 
Webber was a civic-minded individual 
who spent 30 years as a specialty advertis-
ing salesman for Goldman Associates.

He was on the St. Bruno Catholic 
Church Parish Council, Lions Club, Pinck-
neyville Chamber of Commerce, Pinck-
neyville and Shawnee Library Boards, 
Pinckneyville Community Hospital Board 
and St. Bruno Parochial School Board.

His wife of 63 years, Mildred “Millie” 
Kabat Webber, was from Scheller.  

• Webber died July 13, 2013 at age 87.

J. NELSON WOOD
  President, Wood Energy Inc.,

 Mt. Vernon  /  2013 -
 The head of Wood Energy Inc. was 
recommended as a Foundation Director 
based on his background in the energy 
industry and community involvement.
 “We approached Nelson to become a 
Director after he was continually recom-
mended by members of our Board and 
other community leaders,” said RLCF’s 
Shawna Manion. “His knowledge in 
the oil industry will be very valuable as 
Rend Lake College continues to develop 
the program.”
 Wood said he hopes to bring some-
thing to the Board from his work in the 
energy industry.
 “I want to thank everyone. I’m very 
glad to be here, and I believe I can bring 
something to the table in the energy sec-
tor,” said Wood. “My expertise is in the 
areas that Rend Lake College is currently 
developing, in curriculum development, 
establishing industry partnerships and 
determining needs of the sector. I believe 
I can help with that process. 
 “The main reason I am joining the 
Board is because of the young folks. We 
need trained individuals in our profes-
sion and in our industry, and I think 
Rend Lake College is the perfect vehicle. 
I appreciate what the college is doing for 
the industry. I’m really looking forward 
to serving on this Board.”
 Together, the RLCF Directors act as 
ambassadors of the college to the com-
munities within the district, being both the 
eyes and ears between industry, residents 
and the college. RLC President Terry Wilk-
erson added that the college is fortunate 
to have such high-caliber individuals 
serving the students.
 “We are extremely excited to be seating 
such highly respected individuals to our 
board,” said Foundation CEO Shawna 
Manion when Wood and Crossroads 
Community Hospital CEO Finny Mathew 
were appointed. 
 “These two people are leaders in their 
industries and are both already engaged in 
their duties as Directors. Their knowledge 
and experience will benefit the college 
and help us continue to strengthen RLC 
through our commitment to scholarships, 
curriculum and programs. The students 
are at the center of our mission, and RLCF 
Board supports the scholarships, capital 
campaigns and projects that continually 
make RLC a better place for our students.”

STEVE WOODFIN
  President, United Illinois Bank / 

 Firstar Bank - Benton / US Bank 
  /  1995 - 1999

Steve Woodfin retired in June 2006, end-
ing a 34-year career in banking, the last 12 
of which were spent as Bank President.

He co-chaired, along with Howard L. 
Payne, capital campaign fund-raising 
efforts for the Benton area beginning in 
1994  as part of the RLCF “Generations of 
Excellence,” a five-year, $4 million drive.

Woodfin was Executive Director of the 
Benton-West City Economic Develop-
ment Corporation for five years, through 
November 2012, and then stayed on as 
a member of the Benton-West City EDC 
Board of Directors. 

The primary drive of the EDC was 
and is to assist both Benton and West 
City in maintaining and attracting retail 
development. “In 2006, we were forced 
to scale back to a part time organization,” 
Woodfin said. “By 2007 we had regrouped 
and established three major goals to work 
toward including the second interchange, 
obtaining an intergovernmental agree-
ment with West City to facilitate the ex-
tension of Giacone Drive from Walmart to 
the Benton Municipal Airport and North 
DuQuoin Street, and actively market land 
given to the EDC by the Benton Civic 
Industrial Association when it dissolved.” 

Board Chair John Huffman commended 
Woodfin for his five years as executive 
director. “Steve has been at the forefront of 
these projects.” he said.  “We are delighted 
he will continue to be a member of our 
Board of Directors.”

Woodfin attended Clarke College in 
Newton, MS, for three years before trans-
ferring to Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale and graduating in 1972.

Wife Sue retired in 2007 after 13 years 
as Benton Consolidated H.S. Principal.

• Submitted resignation in October 
1999, noting “My primary focus areas at 
this time are to my family, bank and the 
Economic Development Board.”

DONALD E. YORK
  McLeansboro Pharmacist / 1986 - 2002
Filled the role of Board Secretary for all 

but three of the 16 years he served, in ad-
dition to being active on the Bylaws and 
Clock Tower Building committees.

He was also known for his regular 
attendance at Board Meetings and the 
Foundation’s Annual Meeting, according 
to Board notes.

The Bronze Seal Award he and wife 
Shirley received was built on their sup-
port of the RLCF Children’s Center.  “He 
intended for this gift to assist in mak-
ing educational opportunities possible 
through providing day care for Rend Lake 
College students,” explained a tribute to 
him in the August 2002 Board packet.  “He 
envisioned this gift as enhancing not only 
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the young parents’ lives, but providing as 
well for the betterment of their children 
and the future of our community.”

According to Hamilton County, Illinois / 
Celebrating 175 Years of History, a special 
publication produced in 1996, “the York 
family owns and operates three businesses 
in McLeansboro.”

Donald and Shirley York purchased 
Ervin Pharmacy (previously Cline Drug 
Store and Parker Pharmacy) on the Square 
(East Main) and opened for business as 
York Pharmacy February 1, 1971.

The business operates today as York 
Health Mart Pharmacy.

Donald had worked in the industry 
since age 16, beginning at Lockwood 
Drugs.  All three children also have been 
involved.  Beth Ann (Randy) Kaufman is a 
graduate of St. Louis College of Pharmacy.  

Son Keith is a Mortician who owns 
York Funeral Home in Wayne City and 
works part-time for Harre Funeral Home 
in McLeansboro.

Daughter Lisa (Brad) Barnard helps in 
the drug store, as well as owning and op-
erating Lisa’s Hallmark in McLeansboro.

The York family has been active for 
many years at McLeansboro First Christian 
Church, where he is a 50-year member.      

Don York served as Secretary of the 
RLC Foundation Board of Directors from 
January 1989 until his death in 2002.

• York died July 28, 2002 at age 69 after 
a two-year battle with cancer;  he was still 
serving on the RLCF Board at the time.

“There’s no question about how much 
he’ll be missed in this community,” said 
Mayor Dick Deitz, who described his 
friend as a “hometown success story.”

The former Air Force Staff Sergeant 
was on the Board of Directors of Peoples 
National Bank, a member of the East Side 
Grade School Board and a Past-President 
of the Hamilton County Unit 10 Grade 
School Board.  He also was involved with 
Red Cross for Hamilton County, American 
Heart Association and an Exalted Ruler of 
the Elks Lodge 1882.  

“He was very well thought of in this 
entire community,” added Deitz, “as is 
his entire family.  He was a businessman 
and a person of the faith.  We’ve lost an 
important person in our community.”

Recipient  –  Don & Shirley York
/ RLCF Bronze Seal Award

RICH YUNKUS
  Investment	Rep,	Edward	Jones	•

 Limited Partner, The Jones Financial
 Companies  /  1993 -

An All-Stater, All-American, Academic 
All-American and Hall-of-Famer during 
his basketball playing days  –  first for the 
Benton Rangers and later for the Georgia 

Tech Yellow Jackets  –  the 6-foot-9 Yunkus  
is today a limited partner in the national 
investment firm he represents as a suc-
cessful local businessman.

In 2000, he became the ninth person to 
receive a “Presidential Award” from the 
RLC Foundation, for which he had served 
the previous seven years as a member of 
both the Finance and Nominating com-
mittees.  That year he also accepted the 
responsibility as money manager for the 
Foundation at no personal gain.

Yunkus joined Edward Jones in 1996 as 
the Benton representative for an invest-
ment firm that has more offices nationally 
than any other offering financial services.  
Two years later, he accepted a limited part-
nership with the holding company for the 
St. Louis-based firm;  approximately one-
third of all associates are limited partners.

Yunkus was enshrined into the State of 
Georgia Athletic Hall of Fame in January 
1998, along with “classmates” Jackie Rob-
inson, who was born in the Peach State 
before going on to stardom as the first 
black player in Major League Baseball;  ex-
Morehouse College and Olympic hurdles 
champion Edwin Moses, NASCAR driver 
Bill Elliott and professional golfer Lyn Lott.

He played only three seasons at Georgia 
Tech from 1968-71 (freshmen were not 
eligible) yet still holds the all-time scoring 
record with 2,232 points.  He led the team 
to the NIT the last two seasons, finishing 
runner-up to North Carolina in 1971.

A high school and college All-America 
pick, Yunkus already was a member of the 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association 
and Georgia Tech Halls of Fame.

The well-known Benton product 
also is active in the Benton Chamber of 
Commerce, Rotary Club and Elks Club.  
Yunkus and his wife, Donna, are the par-
ents of two daughters, Alicia and Lindsay.

At the time of his “Presidential Award,” 
Yunkus had played in the RLCF Golf 
Open every year since its inception in 
1981.  He also volunteers as an instructor 
for financial classes associated with the 
Institute for Learning in Retirement and 
has spoken previously at the Warrior/
Lady Warrior All-Sports Banquet.

Yunkus first stepped forward with a 
monetary donation to the “Generations 
of Excellence”Capital Campaign in Feb-
ruary 1997, then pledged $10,000 more in 
December of that year for the RLCF Chil-
dren’s Center and was the Director most 
responsible “for encouraging the group to 
build the best facility possible,” according 
to Executive Director Pat Mitchell.

Recipient  –  2000 Rend Lake College 
  Foundation “Presidential Award”
Recipient  –  Rich & Donna Yunkus

/ RLCF Silver Seal Award



A brief introduction to the

REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
History
1967  –  Curt Parker and Don Musick are instrumental in the establishment of the Rend Lake College Foundation.
1979  –  The Rend Lake College Foundation becomes a 501(c)3 organization with an acting board.
1991  –  A Federal Title III “Strengthening Institutions” Grant provides the means to revitalize the RLC Foundation.

The Generations of Excellence Capital Campaign begins . . . Great strides are made . . .

Challenge Grant Goal Achieved
The 1994 Challenge Grant, in which the federal government guaranteed a 2-for-1 match for $250,000 in donations, 
es lts  a 7 ,  e e t   e at  a  t t  t e al  2  ea s b t ll be e t  al  t e 

interest during that same period of time.  The community support of major businesses/industry, Foundation members, 
college staff and every individual who made a donation helped make this goal possible.

 I truly believe in Rend Lake College. 
       ~  Sam Mateer, Capital Campaign Chair, RLC Foundation Annual Dinner 1994

Foundation Backs Aquatics Center Funding
The Aquatics Center becomes a reality.  When a lack of state funding jeopardized the entire building project, commu-
nity leaders from Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon, Farrar Oil Company, Peoples National Bank, Withers Broadcasting and 
Mariah Boats committed pledges to make this project happen.  The RLC Foundation stepped forward and assumed 
the additional liability needed to support the project.

 The Aquatics Center is a positive and uplifting experience.  It helps the
      physically disabled individuals as well as students who are able-bodied. 

         ~  Karen Jones, Aquatics Center Student

New Aquatics Center
Named After Major Donor
Jimmy J. Fulks, President and Owner of Mariah 
Boats, Inc., becomes the largest donor to the 
RLC Foundation when he assumed the liability 
of the Foundation’s debt on the Aquatics Center 
with a donation of $300,000.  This gift was in addi-
tion to the Challenge Grant donation of $20,000, 
annual sponsorship of the RLC Foundation Open 
Golf Tournament and student scholarships.  The 
college Board of Trustees named the new facility 
the Jimmy J. Fulks Aquatics Center.

 If I do this (make a major donation),
       will there be more money available
       for scholarships? 

~  Jimmy J. Fulks, RLCF Board Member
     President / Owner, Mariah Boats, Inc. 

REPRINTED FROM 2001 RLC FOUNDATION ANNUAL DINNER PROGRAM

REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION

MISSION STATEMENT
SUPPORT the educational goals of the college,

ASSIST the college in providing broader educational
opportunities for students, alumni, citizens and employees,

DEVELOP and MAINTAIN community partnerships
to enhance donor relations.

ACQUIRE additional assets for needs identified by the
college and administer these assets for the good of the
institution,

ENCOURAGE corporations, foundations and individuals
to bestow on the college gifts, grants or bequests of money
or property to provide or improve capital development,
educational programs and campus enrichment,

ACT in a fiduciary capacity to carry out any of the
foregoing purposes. 
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R.L.C. FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
HUNT BONAN, McLeansboro
     President
JIM KELLY, Sesser
     Vice President
DON YORK, McLeansboro
     Secretary
MARK S. KERN
     RLC President
PAT MITCHELL
     RLCF Executive Director
TERRY ADDINGTON, Mt. Vernon
MARK BALLARD, Mt. Vernon
DAVID BEEHN, Wayne City
MILLIE CALDWELL, Christopher
HANK EISENGA, Mt. Vernon
MILDRED FITZGERRELL, Sesser
JIMMY J. FULKS, Benton
SAM MATEER, Mt. Vernon
WENDELL MAULDING, Benton
Dr. ROBERT PARKS, Mt. Vernon
HOWARD L. PAYNE, Benton
Dr. WARREN PETTY, Benton
BILL REGENHARDT, Mt. Vernon
Dr. CHARLES ROE, Pinckneyville
GEORGE SLANKARD, Sesser
Dr. GENE STOTLAR, Pinckneyville
STAN VAUGHN, Mt. Vernon

RICH YUNKUS, Benton

Children’s Center Built With Donations
The RLC Foundation Children’s Center has been a dream for many years . . . It was 
the No. 1 need cited in the 1988 NCA Report.  Because of the efforts of Marjorie Farrar, 

 atee  a  at  B a  e be s,  t e s  a e a st- lass 
facility to which they can bring their children.  Many parents could not attend class with-
out it.  The Foundation accepted the fund-raising challenge in October 1997;  one year 
later, the building was occupied by infants, toddlers and pre-school children.

 Students with pre-school children benefit from the availability of a safe 
daycare facility, small children benefit from being enrolled in an innovative 
instructional program, co-op students benefit from working in a high-quality 
Child Development program and child care in the community will benefit 
from RLC graduates.      ~  Pat Mitchell, RLC Foundation Executive Director

Over 300 Students Benefit from Scholarships
Approximately $185,000 is awarded annually to Rend Lake College students through 
scholarships.  The annual Scholarship Dinner hosts more than 250 donors and their 
recipients, giving students a unique opportunity to meet and thank their benefactors.

 (The donors) are tremendous people;  I hope they are friends for life. 
    ~  Nicci Cockrum, Student

 Without it (scholarship), I wouldn’t be in school, right now. 
    ~  Shawnda Boling, Student

 Scholarships are the backbone of the Foundation . . . Our endowments 
and the number of scholarships created through the RLC Foundation ex-
ceed that of schools many times our size.      ~  Mark S. Kern, RLC President

Largest Planned Gift of $400,000 Received
A trust endowment of $400,000 from the William Wood Estate honors his sister through “Delta Theta Tau Vermadel M. Wood 
Scholarships.”  He inherited most of the money after establishing a planned giving donation through the RLC Foundation.

  All I have is my house and some tools.   ~  William Wood (Before sister left him her estate)

Accreditation Team Acknowledges Foundation as Key Asset . . .
Rend Lake College receives the maximum 10-year accreditation and the RLC Foundation is cited as a major strength.

  The Foundation is a significant strategic asset.  It has made its mark the last few years and
 its potential is really quite substantial.   ~  North Central Assn. Accreditation Team, March 1999

Institute for Learning in Retirement Provides Classes for Age 55+
The RLC Foundation introduces Institute for Learning in Retirement educational offerings for the 55-plus community.

  This is the best thing Rend Lake College has ever done.   ~  Robert Kirkpatrick, Former RLC Trustee

RLC Foundation ‘Alumnus of Year’ Shares Statewide Honors
RLC’s Mark Michalic and Comedian Jim Belushi (DuPage) share 1999 ICCTA “Distinguished Alumnus Award.”  Michalic 
is a Special Agent for the Dept. of Treasury, Bureau of ATF, a “hero” for helping solve the Oklahoma City bombing case.

  Anything I have done to this point . . . Rend Lake College has been the impetus.   ~  Mark Michalic (’79)

Rend Lake College Murphy-Wall Pinckneyville Campus
Pinckneyville will have a new educational facility thanks in large art to the efforts of State Senators William O’Daniel (D-
54) and David Luechtefeld (R-58), but it has a new name thanks to a $100,000 donation from Murphy-Wall State Bank 
a  a at  a t  a  a s e   t e a l - e te  a al st t t
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REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

  1979 - 1985
 Marian Farlow

(McLeansboro)
Board Secretary

 Elected at Organizational
 Dinner Meeting November ’79

  1979 - 1992
 1993 - Emeritus rank

Harold W. “Hank” Hannah
(Texico)
Board President
Elected at Organizational

 Dinner Meeting November ’79
 Emeritus status awarded
 in February ’93

  1979 - 2005
 Emeritus rank - 2005-15

Howard L. Payne
(Benton)
Board Vice President
Elected at Organizational

 Dinner Meeting November ’79
 Emeritus status awarded
 in October ’05

  1980 - 1989
 1993 - Emeritus Rank

Dr. Carl  L. Schweinfurth
(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at 2nd Annual Meeting
Emeritus status approved in  
Sept. ’93, awarded in May ’94

  1980
 B.W. Eovaldi

(Benton)
Elected to 3-year term in 1980
b t es e   st ea

  1980 - 1989
 Ruby Webb

(Ewing)
te  t  ll s t

vacated by B.W. Eovaldi
Resigned in November ’89

  1981 - 1990
 Don Johnson

(Pinckneyville)
Elected at 3rd Annual Meeting
Resigned in August ’90

  1981 - 1984
 Nancy Proctor

(Zeigler)
Elected at 3rd Annual Meeting 

  1982 - 2012
 2012 - Emeritus rank

Millie Caldwell
(Christopher)
Elected at 4th Annual Meeting

 Emeritus awarded August ’12

  1982 - 1984 • 1988 - 1990
 Kenneth R. Miller

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at 4th Annual Meeting

 Resigned in August ’90

  1983 - 1989 • 1990 - 1994
 Dewey Nussbaum

(Sesser)
Elected at ’83 Annual Dinner
Elected to 3-yr term
Resigned in May ’94  

  1988 - 1989
 Susan Hughey

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in September ’88
t  ll e e  te   B sb

  1988 - 1995
 David Bauer

(Benton)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 3-yr term
Resigned in March ’95

  1988 - 1991
 Terry Black

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 3-yr term

  1988 -
 Hunt Bonan

(McLeansboro / Mt. Vernon)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 1-yr term

  1988 - 1989
 Courtney Cox

(Benton)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 2-yr term
Resigned in October ’89

  1988 - 1991
 David Pirsein

(Pinckneyville)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 3-yr term

  1988 - 1995
 Joyce Tiller

(Christopher)
Elected in Dec. ’88 to 1-yr term
Resigned in March ’95

  1989 - 2005
 Mildred Fitzgerrell

(Sesser)
Elected at ’89 Annual Meeting
Died April 19, 2005

  1989 - 1995
 Bruce Flanigan

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’89 Annual Meeting
Resigned in March ’95

  1989 - 1992
 Jean Ibendahl

(Tamaroa)
Elected at ’89 Annual Meeting

  1989 - 1995
 Bob Lahr

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’89 Annual Meeting
Resigned in August ’95

  1989 - 1995
 Ernie McCollum

(Benton)
Elected at ’89 Annual Meeting
Resigned in February ’95

  1990 - 1993
 David Davis

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in Dec. ’90 to 3-yr term
Resigned in September ’93

  1990 - 1994
 Bob Furlow

(Christopher)
Elected in Dec. ’90 to 1-yr term
Resigned in April ’94

  1983 - 1988
 David Busby

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’83 Annual Dinner 

  1984 - 1995
 Martin H. Buchanan

(Valier)
Elected at ’84 Annual Dinner
Resigned in March ’95 

  1984 - 1986
 Jerry L. Furby

(Benton / Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’84 Annual Dinner
Resigned in May ’86

  1984 - 1988
 Michael D. McHaney

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’84 Annual Dinner
Resigned in May ’88

  1984 - 1987
 Vera Mills

(Zeigler)
Elected at ’84 Annual Dinner

  1985
 William Webber

(Pinckneyville)
Named at February meeting
t  ll lle s e e  te

  1985 - 1988
 Mary Middleton Roe

(Pinckneyville)
Elected at ’85 Annual Meeting
Resigned in ’88 to accept
full-time position with RLC

  1985
 Charles Becker

(Hamilton County)
Elected at ’85 Annual Meeting
Resigned the following month

  1986 - 2002
 Donald E. York

(McLeansboro)
Replaced Becker January ’86 
Died July 28, 2002  

  1986 - 1997
 Larry E. Foster

(Benton)
Elected in June ’86 to replace
Furby;  Resigned in February
’97 due to health issues

  1987 - 1988
 Margaret Beal

(Zeigler)
Elected at ’87 Annual Meeting
Resigned in December ’88 

  1987 - 1994
 1994 - Emeritus Rank

Jim Hinman
(Mt. Vernon)
Elected at ’87 Annual Meeting
Resigned in April ’94
Died May 30, 1996

  1987 - 1995
 Robert Taylor

(Benton)
Elected at ’87 Annual Meeting
Resigned in March ’95

  1990 - 1994
 Dr. Larry V. “Val” Gibbons

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in Dec. ’90 to 3-yr term
Resigned in April ’94

  1990 - 1992
 David Waggoner

(Benton)
Elected in Dec. ’90 to 2-yr term

  1991 - 1994
 Joe Browning

(Benton)
Elected in April ’91
Resigned in September ’94

  1992 - 1998
 Mike Warren

(Benton)
Elected in June ’92
Resigned in August ’98

  1992 - HONORARY
Judge James Foreman
(Benton)
Awarded in September ’92

  1992 - 1996
 Clark Bush

(Pinckneyville)
Elected in November ’92
Resigned in May ’96

  1993 - 1995
 Marilyn Eaton

(Thompsonville / 
  Pinckneyville)
Elected in January ’93
Resigned in February ’95

  1993 -
 Rich Yunkus

(Benton)
Elected in February ’93

  1994 - 2000
 Richard Garner

(Sesser)
Elected in April ’94
Resigned in April 2000

  1994 - 1998 
 Betty Swink 
 (Christopher)
 Elected in April ’94

  1995 - 1996
 Jim Chossier

(Benton)
Died September 15, 1996

  1995 - 1998
 Don Dalby

(Benton)

  1995 - 2002
 Jimmy J. Fulks

(Benton)
Elected in July ’95;  Moved
from area, ’01, removed, ’02

  1995 - 2014
 Jim Kelly

(Sesser)
Elected in August ’95 
Died May 3, 2014

  1995-2000
 Tom McHugh

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’95
Died October 19, 2000

  1995 - 1998
 Liz Moore

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’95

  1995 - 2013
 Dr. Robert J. Parks

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’95
Resigned in October ’13

  1995 - 2015
 Emeritus rank - 2015

Dr. Warren Petty
(Benton)
Elected in 1995
Granted Emeritus status
immediately after resigning
due to health April 7, 2015 

  1995 or 96
 Caroline Quinn

(Mt. Vernon)

  1995 - 2010
 Bill Regenhardt

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’95
Resigned in April ’10
due to health reasons

  1995 - 2010
 Dr. Gene Stotlar

(Pinckneyville)
Elected in August ’95
Resigned in February ’10

  1995 - 1999 
 Steve Woodfin

(Benton)
Elected in August ’95
Resigned in October ’99

  1996 -
 Sam Mateer

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in May ’96

  1996 - 2003
 Wendell Maulding

(Benton)
Elected in June ’96
Moved, resigned June ’03

  1997 -
 George Slankard

(Sesser)
Elected in April ’97

  1998 -
 Dr. Charles W. “Bill” Roe

(Pinckneyville)
Elected in August ’98

  1999 - 2007
 Terry Addington

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’99
Resignation  –  June ’07

  1999 - 
 Mark Ballard

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’99

  1999 - 2006
 David S. Beehn

(Wayne City)
Elected in August ’99
Resigned in August ’06



  2015-16 *
 Brad Gesell

  2014-15 *
 Brad Gesell

  2013-14 *
 Hunt Bonan

  2012-13 *
 Ed Cunningham

  2011-12 *
 Jim Kelly

  2010-11 *
 Jim Kelly

  2009-10 *
 Jim Kelly

  2008-09 *
 Jim Kelly

  2007-08
 Hunt Bonan

  2006-07
 Hunt Bonan

  2005-06
 Hunt Bonan

  2004-05
 Hunt Bonan

R.L.C.F. BOARD PRESIDENTS / CHAIRS *

  1999 - 2001
 Phil Corley

(Pinckneyville)
Elected in August ’99
Resigned in July ’01

  1999 - 2000
 David Piercy

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’99
Resigned in August ’00
due to family health issues

  2000-2002 • 2005-2010
 Henry P. “Hank” Eisenga

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’00
Resigned in June ’02 due to
job transfer;  Re-elected in
June ’05, resigned Feb. ’10

  2001 - 2003
 Stan Vaughn 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in August ’01
 Resigned in April ’03 prior 
 to job transfer to Missouri

  2002 - 2005
 Joseph “Joe” Angi 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in October ’02
 Resigned in April ’05 after
 accepting job out of state 

  2002 - 2006
 Steve Lawrence 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in October ’02
 Moved, resigned June ’06

  2003 - 2005
 Richard R. Rubenacker 
 (McLeansboro)
 Elected in February ’03
 Died February 23, 2005

  2003 - 2010
 Wayne Asberry 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in April ’03
 Resigned in February ’10

  2003 - 2014 
 Leo F. Childers 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in April ’03
 Resigned in June ’14
 due to move to Florida 

  2003 - 
 JoAnn Joy 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in April ’03

  2004 - 2009
 Randy Forby 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in October ’04
 Resigned in October ’09

  2005 - 
 Randy Rubenacker 
 (Dahlgren)

Succeeded Father April ’05

  2005 -  
 Bob Bornheimer 
 (McLeansboro / Trenton)
 Elected in June ’05

  2005 - 2008 
 Jim Fornear 
 (Broughton)
 Elected in October ’05
 Resigned in April ’08

  2006 - 2010
 Bob Thomason 
 (McLeansboro)

Elected in June ’06
Resigned April ’10

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS (cont.)
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  2006 - 
 Mary Ellen Aiken 
 (Benton)
 Elected in August ’06

  2006 - 2009
 Chris Johnson 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in August ’06
 Resigned in October ’09

  2006 - 2014
 Greg Sims 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected November ’06
 Resigned in February ’14

  2007 - 2010
 Lawrence Beal 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in August ’07
 Died September 6, 2010 

  2007 - 2013 
 Ed Cunningham 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in August ’07
 Resigned in June ’13

  2008 - Emeritous rank
Mark S. Kern
(Ewing)
Granted June ’08
Requested leave June ’10

  2009 -
 Bill Bush 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in October ’09

  2009 -
 Steve Rowland 
 (Christopher)
 Elected in October ’09

  2010 - 
 Mary Pericolosi 
 (Pinckneyville)
 Elected in February ’10 

  2010 - 
 Matthew Flanigan 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in April ’10

  2010 - 
 Brad Gesell 
 (Benton)
 Elected in June ’10

  2010 - 
 Kevin Pyatt 
 (Pinckneyville)
 Elected in June ’10

  2010 - 
 Kevin Pyle

(Hamilton County)
Elected in June ’10

  2010 - 
 Steven Beal 
 (Mt. Vernon)
 Elected in November ’10

  2011 - 
 Benny Harmse

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in June ’11

  2011 - 
 Jim Leuty

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in October ’11

  2012 - 
 Randy Venegoni

(Christopher)
Elected in April ’12

  2013 - 
 Pat Kern

(Ewing)
Elected in January ’13

  2013 - 
 Finny Mathew

(Christopher)
Elected in August ’13

  2013 - 
 J. Nelson Wood

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in August ’13

  2013 - 
 Philip Gustafson

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in October ’13

  2014 - 
 Scott Spears

(McLeansboro)
Elected in April ’14

  2014 - 
 Robin Stowers

(Mt. Vernon)
Elected in October ’14

  2003-04
 Hunt Bonan

  2002-03
 Hunt Bonan

  2001-02
 Hunt Bonan

  2000-01
 Hunt Bonan

  1999-2000
 Hunt Bonan

  1998-99
 Hunt Bonan

  1997-98
 Hunt Bonan

  1996-97
 Hunt Bonan

  1995-96
 Hunt Bonan

  1994-95
 Bob Lahr

  1993-94
 Bob Lahr

  1992-93
 Dr. Val Gibbons

R.L.C. FOUNDATION
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(Part-time)

Dr. John Homan Jr., 1981-83

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(Part-time)

Charles W. Fink, 1983-84

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(Part-time)

Kenneth R. Miller, 1985-88

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
(Part-time)

Robert P. Carlock, 1988-92

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(Full-time)

Herb Winemiller Jr., 1992-97

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT /
REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION C.E.O.

Patricia Mitchell Kern, 1997-2011

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT /
REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION C.E.O.
Shawna Manion Hall Bullard, 2012-16

  1991-92
 Larry E. Foster

  1990-91
 Larry E. Foster

  1989-90
 Jim Hinman

  1988-89
 Jim Hinman

  1987-88
 Dewey Nussbaum

  1986-87
 Howard L. Payne

  1985-86
 Payne / Schweinfurth

  1984-85
 Dr. Carl Schweinfurth

  1983-84
 Ruby S. Webb

  1982-83
 Ruby S. Webb

  1981-82
 Harold “Hank” Hannah

  1980-81
 Harold “Hank” Hannah

  1979-80
 Harold “Hank” Hannah

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT /
REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION C.E.O.
Kathleen “Kay” Zibby-Damron, 2016-



REND LAKE COLLEGE STUDENT CENTER  –  Ina
   Organizational Meeting  ~

RLC Foundation  /  1979 Thursday, November 15
 Attendance - 29 

   2nd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1980 Monday, September 8

 Attendance - 56

   3rd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1981 Monday, September 14  

   4th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1982 Monday, November 8

 Attendance - 65

   5th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1983 Monday, November 14 

   6th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1984 Tuesday, November 13 

   7th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1985 Monday, November 4

 eake , e   lle  - e t   st at e e  ll s ts 

   8th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1986 Monday, November 3

 Speaker, Robert P. Bryant - Vice Chair of Carson Pirie Scott & Company
                           - e  e t e e    e e a    
REND LAKE GOLF COURSE RESTAURANT  –  Whittington
   9th Annual  ~

RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1987 Monday, November 2
 Speaker, Jeanne Simon - Wife of Presidential Candidate Sen. Paul Simon
 Attendance  –  115  

   10th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1988 Tuesday, December 13

 Attendance  –  182 
 

   11th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1989 Wednesday, December 13

 Attendance  –  218

   12th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1990 Wednesday, December 12

 Co-sponsored by Applied Research and Developmental Lab (ARDL) 

   13th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1991 Wednesday, December 18

 Co-sponsored by Contel Cellular / General Telephone Company 

   14th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1992 Thursday, December 3

 Co-sponsored by Contel Cellular 
 

   15th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1993 Wednesday, December 15

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

RAMADA HOTEL (1994 - 1995) 
/ HOLIDAY INN (name change beginning 1996)  –  Mt. Vernon  

   16th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1994 Thursday, December 15

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   17th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1995 Thursday, December 14

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   18th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1996 Thursday, December 12

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   19th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1997 Thursday, December 11

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   20th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1998 Tuesday, December 8 

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   21st Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  1999 Thursday, December 9

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   22nd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2000 Thursday, December 7

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   23rd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2001 Thursday, December 6

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   24th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2002 Thursday, December 12

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   25th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2003 Thursday, December 4

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   26th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2004 Thursday, December 2

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois

   27th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2005 Thursday, December 1

 Co-sponsored by First Cellular of Southern Illinois  

   28th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2006 Thursday, December 7

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank / Hamilton County Telephone Co-op 

   29th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2007 Thursday, December 6

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank / Hamilton County Telephone Co-op 

   30th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2008 Thursday, December 4

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank / Hamilton County Telephone Co-op 

   31st Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2009 Thursday, December 3

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank  /
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

   32nd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2010 Thursday, December 2

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton Co. Construction, Inc. (Subsidiary of Hamilton Co. Telephone Co-op)

   33rd Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2011 Thursday, December 1

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

   34th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2012 Thursday, December 6

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

   35th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2013 Thursday, December 5

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

   36th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2014 Thursday, December 5

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

   37th Annual  ~
RLC Foundation Annual Dinner  /  2015 Thursday, December 3

 Co-sponsored by Peoples National Bank, N.A. / 
   Hamilton County Telephone Cooperative and its Subsidiaries

REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
ANNUAL DINNER MEETINGS 
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Held each year in October (First year shown of academic year)

  2015-16  /  26th Annual
 Co-Sponsored by Eggemeyer Associates Architects

Emily Browder, Scholarship Recipient
 Kristina Lehman, Scholarship Recipient
 Benny Harmse, Plant Manager, Continental Tire the Americas 
  / Scholarship Contributor and RLC Foundation Board Member
 Finny Mathew, CEO, Crossroads Community Hospital 
  / Scholarship Contributor and RLC Foundation Board Member

  2014-15  /  25th Annual
 Co-Sponsored by Eggemeyer Associates Architects

Austin Endicott, Scholarship Recipient
 Terry Wilkerson, RLC President / Scholarship Contributor

  2013-14  /  24th Annual
 Co-Sponsored by Eggemeyer Associates Architects

Jessica Owen, Scholarship Recipient
Megan Jackson, RLCF Student Worker / Scholarship Recipient
Lori Ragland, RLC Dean of Community/Corporate Ed. / Endowment Contributor

 Terry Wilkerson, RLC President / Scholarship Contributor

  2012-13  /  23rd Annual
 Heather Zuber, Scholarship Recipient
 Sam Penrice, Golfer from New Zealand / Scholarship Recipient

Katelyn Lewis, Challenge Grant Scholarship Contributor / Recipient
 Cindy Caldwell, RLC Math Professor / Endowment Contributor
 Terry Wilkerson, RLC President

  2011-12  /  22nd Annual
 Cortez Hodges, Scholarship Recipient
 Cassandra Rowe, Scholarship Recipient

Carol Rudofski, Challenge Grant Scholarship Contributor
 Dr. Gary Sweeten, Endowment Contributor
 Charley D. Holstein, RLC President

  2010-11  /  21st Annual
 Janie Conner, Scholarship Recipient
 Joseph Capps, Scholarship Recipient
 Vonda Reich, Scholarship Recipient
 John Moreland, Annual Scholarship Contributor
 John Riley, Endowed Scholarship Contributor

  2009-10  /  20th Annual
 Todd Lewis, Scholarship Contributor / Alumnus
 Billie Bays, Scholarship Recipient
 Brittany Heil, Scholarship Recipient
 Randy Rubenacker, 2008 Alumnus of Year and Scholarship Contributor
 Emily Hatfield, Scholarship Recipient

  2008-09  /  19th Annual
 Samantha York, Scholarship Recipient
 Bonnie Tolbert, Scholarship Contributor
 Kim McManus, Nursing Scholarship Recipient
 Jim Muir, RLC Alumnus and Former Scholarship Recipient
 Mary Bornheimer, Scholarship Contributor

  2007-08  /  18th Annual
 James “Hummer” Waugh, Scholarship Contributor
 Nina Dorchincez, Scholarship Recipient
 Rose Hannah Simmons, Scholarship Recipient
 Jerry Travelstead, RLC Alumnus and Former Scholarship Recipient

  2006-07  /  17th Annual
 Brad and Mary Ann Evilsizer, Scholarship Contributors
 Ashley Barrett, Scholarship Recipient
 Emily Overton, Scholarship Recipient
 Travis Zettler, Scholarship Recipient

  2005-06  /  16th Annual
 Duaine Carlton, Part-Time Instructor / Scholarship Contributor
 Rachel Sveda, RLC Student Trustee / Scholarship Recipient
 Christa Mitchell, Scholarship Recipient

  2004-05  /  15th Annual
 Henry “Buster” Leeck, Scholarship Contributor / RLC History Instructor
 Shane Garner, RLC Alumnus / SIUC Scholarship Recipient
 Anna Adams, Scholarship Recipient
 Jamie Parsell, Scholarship Recipient

  2003-04  /  14th Annual
Dr. Evelyn Claxton, Scholarship Contributor

 Steve Holman, RLC Faculty / Marine Biology Travel Club Sponsor
 Andrea Taylor, Scholarship Recipient
 Drew Millwood, Scholarship Recipient

  2002-03  /  13th Annual
 Annual Scholarship Dinner moved to Rend Lake Resort Great Room

Dr. John Fields, Scholarship Contributor
 Lynn Heavrin, Scholarship Recipient
 Mandi Page, Scholarship Recipient
 Miranda Wallace, Scholarship Recipient

  2001-02  /  12th Annual
 John Riley III, Scholarship Contributor
 Kimberly Johnson, Scholarship Recipient
 Bethany Karcher, Scholarship Recipient
 Jay Munyon, Scholarship Recipient

  2000-01  /  11th Annual
 Sponsored by Prestige Trailers

John Moreland, Scholarship Contributor
 Rachel Gartner, Scholarship Contributor / Recipient
 Greg Hollmann, Alumnus
 Rocky Millenbine, Scholarship Recipient

  1999-2000  /  10th Annual
Alex Bartolomucci, Scholarship Recipient
Danielle Camp, Scholarship Recipient

 Nichole Cochrum, Scholarship Recipient
 Brenda McCollum, Scholarship Recipient

  1998-99  /  9th Annual
 Jared Berry, Scholarship Recipient
 Peggy Ellerbusch, Scholarship Recipient
 Jodi Williams, Scholarship Recipient
 Bruce Flanigan, Scholarship Representative
 Mark Kern, Scholarship Contributor

  1997-98  /  8th Annual
Ashley Stewart, Scholarship Recipient
Gina Todd, Scholarship Recipient

 Shirley Bradley, Scholarship Contributor / Parent
 Don Smith, Scholarship Contributor
 Jim Muir, Former Scholarship Recipient / Parent

 Scholarship Recipients and Contributors
	 did	not	serve	as	guest	speakers	the	first	seven	years

SCHOLARSHIP DINNER GUEST SPEAKERS
Sponsored by Rend Lake College Foundation
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PRESIDENTIAL AWARD
Rend Lake College Foundation
Presented in December at Annual Dinner Meeting (First year shown)

  2014-15
 Benny Harmse (Christopher)
 Vice President of Manufacturing, Continental Tire the Americas

  2012-13
 Jim Leuty (Mt. Vernon)
 Partner, Krehbiel and Associates

  2010-11
 Steve Rowland (Christopher)
 General Manager of Operations, Coal Mining Industry

  2009-10
 Ed Cunningham (Mt. Vernon)
 CEO, Crossroads Community Hospital

  2008-09
 Mary Ellen Aiken (Benton)
 Retired BCHS Math Teacher;  Part-time RLC Instructor

  2007-08
 Bob Thomason (Dahlgren)
 Executive V-P / G.M., Hamilton County Telephone Co-Op

  2006-07
 Millie Caldwell (Christopher)
 Retired newspaper publisher

  2005-06
 Terry Addington (Mt. Vernon)
 CEO, First Cellular of Southern Illinois

  2004-05
 Dr. Robert Parks (Mt. Vernon)
 Physician

  2003-04
 Dr. Charles W. “Bill” Roe (Pinckneyville)
 Partner, Pinckneyville Dental Clinic  /  Director, Murphy-Wall Bank Board

Dr. Gene Stotlar (Pinckneyville)
 et e  s a  • e t , - all Ba k B a

  2002-03
 Attorney Mark Ballard (Mt. Vernon)
 Shareholder, Campbell, Black, Carnine, Hedin, Ballard and McDonald

Bill Regenhardt (Mt. Vernon)
 et e  t a t  • - e   a t e , t e  ll s s alt

  2001-02
 Dr. Warren Petty (Benton)
 Retired Dentist

  2000-01
 Rich Yunkus (Benton)
 a   es est e t e ese tat e • te  a t e , es a al

  1999-2000
 Wendell E. Maulding (Benton)
 et e  e ta  e l ee • l ta  s  t  e es e ts 

  1998-99
 Jimmy J. Fulks (Benton)
 Owner and President, Mariah Boats, Inc.

  1997-98
 Sam Mateer (Mt. Vernon)
 President / Chairman of the Board, Bank of Illinois in Mt. Vernon
 Chair, RLC Foundation “Generations of Excellence” Capital Campaign

  1996-97
 Jim Kelly (Sesser)
 et e  ba ke  • e es e t,  at  B a   e t s

  1995-96
 Hunt Bonan (McLeansboro)
 Board Chair, Peoples National Bank and Wayne County Bank
 President / CEO, Market Street Bancshares, Inc.

Mildred Fitzgerrell (Sesser)
 et e  st aste  • , e  tate e  a e t e ell

Richard Garner (Sesser)
 e t, a e  s a e • et e  s l a st at

Howard L. Payne (Benton)
 Retired Executive, Bank of Benton  •  RLCF Board member since 1979

OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Rend Lake College Foundation

  2001  /   John Reilly  –  Rend Lake Resort in Whittington

  2000  /   City of Pinckneyville
  Matsushita Universal Media Services (MUMS) - Pinckneyville

  1999  / Sam Mateer

  1998  / Marjorie Farrar

  1997  / Hunt Bonan / Peoples National Bank

  1996  /  John Kendrick  –  President, Kendrick Paper Stock Co. in Mt. Vernon

  1995  / Jimmy Fulks  –  President, Mariah Boats, Inc.

  1994  / GTE

  1993  / Man-Tra-Con, Corporation
  1992

 Benton Public Library District
 C.E. Brehm Memorial Public Library District - Mt. Vernon
 McCoy Memorial Library - McLeansboro
 Pinckneyville Public Library

 Akin Community Con. District 91
 Benton Community Con. District 47
 Benton Consolidated H.S. Dist. 103

Christopher Comm. H.S. District 38
Ewing-Northern Grade District 115 
Hamilton County Unit District 10
Mt. Vernon City Schools District 80
Mt. Vernon Twp. H.S. District 201 

 Pinckneyville Comm. H.S. Dist. 101 
 Sesser-Valier Comm. Unit Dist. 196

Thompsonville H.S. Dist. 112
Wayne City Comm. District 100
Woodlawn H.S. Dist. 205
Zeigler-Royalton CUS Dist. 188

  1991  / Tri-County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

  1990  / Applied Research and Development Lab (ARDL) - Mt. Vernon

  1989  / Rend Lake Conservancy District

  1988  / Country Mutual Insurance Co.  
  (Subsidiary of Country Companies / Illinois Farm Bureau)

  1987  / General Tire Company / A GenCorp Company

  1986  / Bruno Romani  –  Owner, Bruno’s Restaurant in Sesser

  1985  / Ford Motor Company  /  Taylor Motors - Benton  –  Bob Taylor

  1984  / John R. and Eleanor R. Mitchell Foundation / Museum - Mt. Vernon

  1983  / Good Samaritan Hospital - Mt. Vernon

  1982  / Inland Steel Coal Company

  1981  / GROWMARK, Inc. (formerly FS Services)

  1980  / Old Ben Coal Company
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Hank Hannah
TEXICO  /  1979-92

Hunt Bonan
MT. VERNON  /  1988-

Howard L. Payne
BENTON  /  1979-2005

Mildred Fitzgerrell
SESSER  /  1989-2005

Jim Hinman
MT. VERNON  /  1987-94

Jim Kelly
SESSER  /  1995-2014

Sam Mateer
MT. VERNON  /  1996-

REND LAKE COLLEGE FOUNDATION
COMPARISON OF NET ASSETS
  FY1995 FY1997 FY2007 FY2014
Net Assets / Beginning of Year $    554,640 $ 1,559,732 $ 4,270,850 $ 4,416,864

Revenues
  Contributions $ 1,190,013 $    167,603 $    642,611 $    677,667
  Grants Received  –      $    151,926 $      19,600
  Bequests and Legacies  – – $      57,806
  Special Events  – $           368 $      17,961
  Return on Investments $      14,172 $      66,686 $    377,034 $  * 420,877
TOTAL REVENUES $ 1,204,186 $    234,289 $ 1,171,939 $ 1,193,911
Expenses
  Program and Scholarships $      35,527 $      77,891 $    286,882 $    500,329
  Donations $      12,302 $    183,649 $      55,453 $           949
  General Administrative $    150,732 $    212,984 $    159,951 $    209,941
  Other Expenses $      26,653 – $   ** 12,506 $      15,971
TOTAL EXPENSES $    225,214 $    474,524 $    514,792 $    727,190

Change in Net Assets $    978,971 ($   240,235) $    657,147 $    466,721

NET ASSETS / END OF YEAR $ 1,533,610 $ 1,319,497 $ 4,927,997 $ 4,600,524

COMPARISON OF FINANCIAL POSITION
  FY1996 FY1997 FY2007 FY2014
Assets
  Cash $    179,641 $    152,803 $    386,014 
  Unconditional Promises to Give $    383,966 $    189,411      $      76,749 
  Long-Term Investments $    982,572 $ 1,094,841 $ 2,655,025 
  Other Long-Term Assets $      27,978 – $ 1,995,334 
TOTAL ASSETS $ 1,574,157 $ 1,437,055 $ 5,113,122 
Liabilities
  Accounts Payable $        9,165 $        7,270 $      18,037 
  Notes Payable $        5,260 $    110,288 $    167,088 
TOTAL LIABILITIES $      14,425 $    117,558 $    185,125 

Net Assets
  Unrestricted $      51,900 $      26,805 $ 1,301,647 $ 1,490,159
  Temporarily Restricted $    187,952  $    186,947 $ 2,133,747 $    755,381
  Permanently Restricted $ 1,319,880 $ 1,105,745 $ 1,492,603 $ 2,354,984

TOTAL NET ASSETS $ 1,559,732 $ 1,319,497 $ 4,927,997 $ 4,600,524
       * Includes loss on sale of land held for sale ($67,351) and Miscellaneous $170    ** Includes Nursing Loans $6,931
        Source:  RLCF ANNUAL REPORT 1996-97;  FINANCIALS JUNE 30, 1997;  BOARD MINUTES OCTOBER 2, 2007 and OCTOBER 7, 2014        



Diamond  ~  $250,000 and up
  Crosswalk Community Action Agency
  Farrar Oil Company *
  Marjorie S. Farrar
  James and Margaret Fornear *
  Dr. Barbara Luchsinger Estate
  Mariah Boats, Inc.
  Jim and Carole Mounier 
  Dr. Warren and Phyllis Petty *
  Southern Illinois Healthcare
  St. Mary’s - Good Samaritan, Inc.
  William Wood Estate

Platinum  ~  $100,000 - $249,999
  Dr. Allen Y. and Stella Baker *
  Bank of Illinois
  Joe P. and Lois Ferne Boyle
  Continental Tire the Americas, LLC
  William K. Crawford Jr.
  Crossroads Community Hospital *
  Hamilton County Telephone Co-Op and Its Subsidiaries
  Joy Global *
  Lena Juanita Lichtenberger Estate
  M-Class Mining, LLC Sugar Camp Energy, Cline Resources
  Coyn and Pat Mateer
  Murphy-Wall State Bank
  Peabody Energy
  Peoples National Bank, N.A.
  R & B Inc. *
  Schweinfurth Foundation

Gold  ~  $50,000 - $99,999
  Bluford Future Farmers of America (FFA) Alumni
  David and Rebecca Busby
  Clara A. Crocker Brown Family Trust
  Timothy Keith Chamness Memorial
  Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
  First Cellular of Southern Illinois
  Fraternal Order of Eagles 2699
  Kendrick Paper Stock Co.
  Mark S. and Pat Kern
  Stan and Jean Koziara Estate
  L.E. and Helen Lindsay *
  Mt. Vernon Elks Lodge #819
  Mt. Vernon Township High School
  Curtis W. Mundell Estate
  National Railway Equipment Co.
  Howard L. Payne
  Pillar Innovations, LLC *
  Pinckneyville Community Hospital *
  RLC Students for Students Art League
  Rend Lake Conservancy District
  Dr. Charles “Bill” and Mary Roe
  Dr. Gene and Ramona Stotlar
  Belva Madelyn Vercillino Estate
  US Bank / Mt. Vernon
  Walgreens Distribution Center

Silver  ~  $25,000 - $49,999
  4R Equipment
  John D. and Mary Ellen Aiken
  Allen Trucking LLC
  Mrs. Delores Ames
  Anheuser-Busch, Inc. *
  Bank of America / Benton Branch
  Bank of America / Mt. Vernon Branch
  Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks (BPOE) / McLeansboro

MAJOR GIFT CONTRIBUTORS
Rend Lake College Foundation Seal Awards
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  Benton Lions Club
  Biomarine NTRON, Inc.
  Black Diamond Harley-Davidson
  Hunt Bonan
  Robert and Mary Bornheimer **
  David and Andrea Boucher
  Robert Carlock
  Caterpillar Dealer Excellence Matching Grant Charities Foundation
  Christian Chapel Church
  Dr. Evelyn Claxton
  Community First Bank of the Heartland
  Country Companies
  Eggemeyer Associates Architects, Inc.
  Engelhardt Family Foundation
  Fifth Third Bank
  Mildred Fitzgerrell
  F.W. Electric, Inc.
  Milford and Mary Ann Harrell
  Harold Hutchins Trust
  Illinois Community College System Foundation
  Drs. Leslie and Kathleen Johnson
  Wendell E. and Betty L. Maulding
  Mt. Vernon Junior Women’s Club
  Ribella Palada
  Dr. Robert and Marilyn Parks
  Don, Jerry and Zaunda Peacock **
  Polk Lodge No. 137
  Rend Lake College
  Rend Lake College Physical Plant Department
  Rend Lake College Practical Nursing Program
  H.B. Reynolds Trust
  Richard Rubenacker Family
  E.T. Simonds Construction Co. *
  Society Frater nal of Miners / DBA The Italian Club
  State Bank of Whittington
  State Farm Companies Foundation
  Dr. Gary and Karen Sweeten
  Carlos and Bonnie Tolbert
  Bob and Dr. Sue Santoro Tomlin
  Tri-County Electric Cooperative
  Rickey and Vickie Trout
  US Bank / Benton
  WaterFurnace International, Inc. / Illinois Region *
  Wayne City High School Foundation
  Doris Welch
  John H. Wininger
  W. Russell and Dana Withers
  Rich and Donna Yunkus 
  Anonymous

Bronze  ~  $10,000 - $24,999
  All-Stars-N-Stitches, Inc. / Dave and Penny Severin
  Alpha Services, Inc.
  American Environmental Group LTD
  AMVETS SadSacks
  Applied Research Development Laboratrory (ARDL) / Dr. Val Gibbons
  Rick Basso Memorial Golf Tournament
  Benton Business and Professional Women (BPW) Organization
  Benton Elks Lodge #1234
  Big Chief Auto Truck Plaza
  David and Nancy Bigham
  Bluford American Legion Post 1193
  Boneyard Boccie Ball Club
  Shirley Bradley and Ellyn Messersmith
  William J. Brinkley
  Buntin Brothers
  Professor Cindy Caldwell
  Millie Caldwell
  Christopher High School Alumni Association
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  Christopher Lions Club
  Tim and Amy Claxton
  Cindy Corn
  David, Deborah and Robert Crawford
  Phyllis Crawford
  George R. Cybulski, M.D., MBA 

      / Healthcare Management Consulting
  Cindy Dame and Chrissy Vickers
  Peggy Davis  –  In Memory 

      of Adam and Alyssa Lorance
  Bryan Drew and Family
  Laura Eader
  Evilsizer Family  –  Mary Ann and Melody
  Ewing-Northern Fire Protection District
  First Bank and Trust
  First United Methodist Church
  Franklin County Medical Society
  Franklin Hospital Auxiliary
  Gaither, Koewler, Rohlfer, Lucket and Co. *
  Brad and Susan Gesell
  GLS Corporation
  Good Samaritan Hospital Auxiliary
  Gordon Research and Development
  GTE Foundation
  Hamilton County Booster Club
  Hamilton County Farm Bureau
  Hamilton County Loan Company, Inc.
  Hamilton County Schools Foundation
  Mrs. Dell Hill
  Illinois AMVETS Service Foundation
  Illinois Cheerleading Coaches Association
  Illinois Department of Public Health
  Illinois Elks Association 
  Illinois Network of Child Care Resource 

      and Referral Agencies

  Illinois Sheriff’s Association
  K.A.R.E. Foundation
  Bob and Kendi Kelley
  W. Juanita Kern
  Angie Kistner
  Kiwanis Club of Mt. Vernon
  Krehbiel and Associates
  George J. and Paula R. (Mace) Kuhn
  Laborers’ Inter national Union of North America
  Robert Lahr
  Cindy Leeck
  Man-Tra-Con Corporation
  Market Street Bancshares, Inc.
  Virginia Crawford Mason
  Tom and Flo McHugh
  McLeansboro American Legion Post 106
  Lloyd and Florence Middleton
  John and Mary Moreland
  Jim and Carole Mounier
  Mt. Vernon Business 

      and Professional Women’s Club
  Mt. Vernon Rotary Club
  Mt. Vernon Township High School 

      Education Association
  National Future Farmers of America

      (FFA) Association
  Chris and Raylene Nielsen
  North Carolina Coal Institute, Inc.
  North Hamilton County Coal Association
  Lisa Payne
  Gateway East Development, LLC 

      / Mary B. Pericolosi 
  Emil Perpich
  Pinckneyville High School Dollars for Scholars
  Lisa Price

Challenge Grant Endowments
  Benton Lions Club Scholarship
  Christian Chapel Church Scholarship 
  Clifton Caldwell Memorial Scholarship
  Brandon Dame Memorial Scholarship
  Michael Dean Memorial Scholarship
  Brad / Brian Evilsizer Memorial Scholarship
  Frank / W. Juanita Kern Memorial Scholarship
  Mark S. Kern Scholarship
  Doug Leeck Memorial Scholarship
  George / Anna Orshak and Paul / Bernice Petty

      Memorial Scholarship
  Dr. Robert / Marilyn Parks Scholarship
  Donald E. Peacock Nursing Scholarship
  Clayton Charles Ragland Memorial Scholarship
  G. William “Billy” Rector Memorial Scholarship
  Rend Lake College Students for Students 

      Art Scholarship Award
  Rubenacker Family Scholarship
  Craig V. Rudofski Memorial Scholarship
  Thomas J. / Leota L. Sweeten 

      Christian Memorial Fund
  Ar nistine Tolbert Memorial Scholarship
  Carlos / Bonnie Tolbert Scholarship 
  Blake Trout Memorial Scholarship
  Julie Trout Memorial Scholarship

Endowed Scholarships
  Allen Trucking, LLC Scholarship
  Everett “Boogie” / Dolores Ames Scholarship 
  Austin-Welch Scholarship
  Dr. Allen Y. Baker Scholarship
  Stella M. Baker Scholarship
  Bank of Illinois Scholarship
  Keith Bauman Memorial Scholarship
  Benton Business and Professional Women

      (BPW) Scholarship Award
  Benton Lions Club Scholarship
  Karen L. Bertschi Memorial Scholarship
  Bornheimer-Rountree Endowed Scholarship
  Andrea K. Boucher Memorial Scholarship
  Joe P. Boyle, Lois Ferne Boyle and His Ancestors

       Who Lived in Belle Rive Scholarship Award
  Venita Brinkley Memorial Scholarship Award
  Clara A. Crocker Brown Family Trust Scholarship
  David / Rebecca Busby  – 

      Business / Nursing / Sciences Endowment
  Clifton Caldwell Memorial Scholarship
  Douglas S. Carlson Memorial Scholarship
  Ceramic / Sculptor Award
  Timothy Keith Chamness Memorial Scholarship
  Dr. Evelyn Claxton Art Award
  Dr. Evelyn Claxton Memorial Endowment

ENDOWED STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Rend Lake College Foundation

(Continued on Page 139)

  Randolph County Farm Bureau Foundation
  Victor and Betty Rapp
  Trish Reed
  William and Linda Regenhardt
  Rend Lake College MarketPlace / Mt. Vernon
  Robert and Rose Rice
  John and Betty Riley
  Mabel Rodenbush
  Rodney and Carmin Rubenacker
  Janet Crawford Schwartz
  Mr. and Mrs. Salah Shakir
  Jerry and Nellie Shell
  George and Mary Slankard
  Bobbye and Jerry Sloan 

      / Hand in Hand Foundation, Inc.
  South Central Home Builders Association
  Scott and Jenifer Spears
  St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
  St. Paul United Church of Christ
  United Illinois Bank of Marion *
  Wabash Area Development Inc.
  Wal-Mart Foundation
  Family of Merritt and Ileeta Walker Philp
  Waltonville FFA Alumni
  Tracey Lee Webb
  Webber Township High School
  Ada Whittington
  Terry and Kim Wilkerson
  J. Nelson Wood / Wood Energy, Inc.
  Pamela Archer Yarbrough
  Don and Shirley York
  Anonymous (4)

    * Includes gift-in-kind  ** Inc. Employer Matching Gift
  Legacy Society Founders

            –  Updated June 20, 2016

  Continental Tire North America Inc. Award
  Delta Theta Tau Vermadel M. Wood Scholarship
  Evilsizer Family Memorial Endowment
  Mel Farlow Memorial Scholarship
  First Cellular of Southern Illinois Scholarship
  Wayne Fitzgerrell Memorial Scholarship
  Brian C. Fleri Memorial Scholarship
  Franklin County Medical Society Scholarship
  Judge Roy O. Gulley Scholarship
  Norma Harrell R.N. Scholarship
  Thomas B. Harrell Memorial Scholarship
  David E. Hill, M.D., Memorial Scholarship
  Jim Hinman Memorial Scholarship Award
  International Police Association Region 57

      Scholarship
  Larry Jacob Memorial Scholarship
  Dr. Leslie Johnson / Ed Kownacki Scholarship
  Pat Kern Endowment
  Stan / Jean Koziara Scholarship
  Doug Leeck Memorial Scholarship
  Coyn Mateer Memorial Scholarship
  Jim / Carole Mounier Golf Scholarship
  Tommy Mundell Memorial Scholarship
  “NAPA John’s” John H. Wininger Scholarship
  North Hamilton County Coal Association 

      Endowment



al - a se   t e be e t  e  ake lle e st e t s la s s

  2015  /  35th Annual
Thursday, September 17, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  25 Teams / 140 participants

s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e  •  B&G Venegoni Distributing  /  $125
“A” FLIGHT CHAMPIONS (53)  –  Team Rowland  ~  Peggy Altmix, Brandon Bullard, 
Shawna Bullard, Trent Hudgens, Jean Martin and Vicki Rowland.

  2014  /  34th Annual
Thursday, September 18, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  150+ participants  /  $125 

s s, t  st Ba k • a e se • al ee s st b t  e te   
• te ak es es 
“A” CHAMPIONS (53)  –  Team Drew  ~  Bryan Drew, Christen Drew, Jason Drew, 
Cory Smith, Thomas Stotlar and Kent Tabor.

  2013  /  33rd Annual
Thursday, September 19, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  167 participants  /  $125 

 l  tlet  •   a ket la e  •  B&G Venegoni Distributing - Christopher 
“A” CHAMPIONS (54)  –  One Stop Flooring Team of Mt. Vernon  ~  Gary Bradshaw, 
Ryan Bradshaw, Jeff Hosick, Eric Lyday, Larry Lyday and Scott Moore.

  2012  /  32nd Annual
Thursday, September 20, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  22 Teams / 132 participants 

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e    12  
CHAMPIONS  –  Webber Township High School Team (50)  ~  Brandon Bullard (Mt. 
Vernon), Ryan Bradshaw, Lucas Cromeenes, Terry Bradshaw (Mt. Vernon), Jerry 
Hale and Sabrina Wheatley (Mulkeytown).

  2011  /  31st Annual
Thursday, September 15, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  130 participants  /  $125 

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e 
“A” FLIGHT (52)  –  1. Team Drew  ~  Bryan Drew (Benton), Jason Drew (Benton), Dave 
Smith (West Frankfort), Roger Tippy (West Frankfort), Tod Vantrease and Sam Waters.

  2010  /  30th Annual
Thursday, September 16, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  132 participants  /  $125 

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e 
“A” FLIGHT (51)  –  1. Team Cavaletto  ~  State Rep. John Cavaletto (Salem), 
Brandon Bullard (Mt. Vernon), Russ Dalton, Brian Kolmer (Salem), Jon Krutsinger 
and Shannon Smith.

  2009  /  29th Annual
Thursday, September 17, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  150 participants  /  $125 

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e

  2008  /  28th Annual
Thursday, September 18, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  159 Participants  /  $125

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e

  2007  /  27th Annual
Thursday, September 20, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  165 Participants  /  $125

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e
Two players recorded a hole-in-one  –  Dave Borland and Kenny Sentel (Benton)
CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT (50)  –  1. Team Drew  ~  Bryan Drew (Benton), Kent Kos-
motka, Mike Morgan (Herrin), Elijah Sentel (Benton) and Chuck Zueck (West Frankfort).  

  2006  /  26th Annual
Thursday, September 21, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  170 Participants  /  $125

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e
CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT (52)  –  1. Webber Township High School Team  ~  Sabrina 
Wheatley (Mulkeytown), Roger Pauley, Paul Verschueren (West Frankfort), Nate 
Sanders (Benton) and Liz Nielsen (Herrin).

  2005  /  25th Annual - Silver Anniversary
Thursday, September 22, at Rend Lake G.C.  /  29 Six-Player Teams  (170)  /  $125

- s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e
CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT (52)  –  1. Hall of Fame Team  ~  Bryan Drew (Benton), 
Brandon Auld (Nashville), Chuck Zueck (West Frankfort), Jeff Luechtefeld (Nashville), 
Mark Horn (Herrin) and Mike Morgan (Herrin).

  2004  /  24th Annual
Thursday, October 14, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  Six-Player Teams  (135 players;
186 participants expected).  Played in steady rain  /  $100
CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT  –  1. Roger Tippy (West Frankfort), Roberta Sentel (Benton), 
Tod VanTrease (Zeigler), Sabrina Wheatley (Mulkeytown), Paul Verschueren (West 
Frankfort) and Lucas Cromeenes (Metropolis).

  2003  /  23rd Annual
Thursday, October 9, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  31 Six-Player Teams (183)  /  $100

s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e  •  e B lt l
  ( )    1  t e  ll s e tte s  l be s ea   

~  Frank Bonham (Herrin), Paul Davis (Herrin), Scott Hoague (Herrin), John Imhoff 
(Johnston City), Damian Imhoff (Johnston City) and Jan Jansco Jr. (Johnston City).

  2002  /  22nd Annual
Thursday, October 10, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  30 Six-Player Teams (179)

s s,  l  tlet  •   a ket la e

  2001  /  21st Annual
Thursday, October 18 at Rend Lake Golf Course / 31 Six-Player Teams (183) / $100
Co-Sponsor, Rend Lake Resort

  ( 2 )    1  t e  ll s e tte s    a k B a  ( e ), ale 
Crews (DuQuoin), Paul Davis (Herrin), Richard Kaser (Marion), Jerry Millette (Mur-
physboro) and Bill Speroni (Marion).
LOW GROSS (56)  ~  1. Team Penman  ~  Chad Penman (Brazil, IN), Steve Penman 
(Brazil, IN), Phil Bailey (Benton), Dennis Crain (McLeansboro), Cordell Hill (Marion) 
and Bill Mullins (Benton). 

  2000  /  20th Annual
Thursday, October 12, at Rend Lake Golf Course / 28 Six-Player Teams (167) / $100

- s , a a  B ats    Be e a , e  ake lle e e s l  ea
LOW GROSS (52)  –  1. Prestige and Sheffer Insurance Team  ~  Marsh Sheffer 
(Herrin), Sam Wink (Christopher), Bard Melvin (West Frankfort), Dr. Dale Brock (West 
Frankfort), Kevin Klaine (Carbondale) and Dave Frederking (Altamont).
LOW NET (55.5)  –  1. Johnson Controls Team  ~   Missourians Jeff Erker, Trege 
Ward and Curt Crossley, representing Johnson Controls, along with Dr. Terry Cook 
(Mt. Vernon), Roger Williams (Waltonville) and Pete Wilce (West Frankfort).  

  1999  /  19th Annual
Thursday, June 3, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  Six-Player Teams (220 Participants)
Co-Sponsor, Mariah Boats, Inc.

  1998  /  18th Annual
Thursday, May 28, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  31 Six-Player Teams  (184) / $100
Co-Sponsor, Mariah Boats, Inc.
LOW NET (54.1)  –  Jim Neal  (Benton),  Ken Sentel (Benton), Greg Kimmel (Benton), 
Bill Simpson (Benton), Rick Thomas (Logan) and Chester Thomas (Logan).
LOW GROSS (55)  –  Ed Thompson (Carterville), Dave Heal (Marion), Les Palmer 
(Carterville), Leonard Hopkins (West Frankfort), Steve Penman (Brazil, IN) and Ron 
Poore (Brazil, IN).

  1997  /  17th Annual
Thursday, May 29, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  27 Six-Player Teams  (162)
Co-Sponsor, Mariah Boats, Inc.
LOW GROSS and LOW NET (56 / 55.5)  –  1. Robert Levanti (West Frankfort), Scott 
Levanti (West Frankfort), Tony Levanti (West Frankfort), Randy Lewis Jr. (West 
Frankfort), Bart Lincoln (Marion) and Lou Lincoln (Marion).    

  1996  /  16th Annual
Wednesday, June 26, at Rend Lake  G.C. (rained out June 6)  /  175 participants
Co-Sponsor, Mariah Boats Inc.  /  $100
LOW NET (50)  –  1. MARIAH BOATS TEAM  ~  Rob Cash (Marion), Jake Crews 
(Goreville), Rance Fulks (Benton), Ray Parker (West Frankfort), Jim Plocher (Marion) 
and Carroll Turner (Zeigler). 

  1995  /  15th Annual
Thursday, June 1, at Rend Lake Golf Course / $100
Co-Sponsor, First Cellular of Southern Illinois

  1994  /  14th Annual
Thursday, June 9, at Rend Lake Golf Course (rained out June 2)  /  174 participants
Co-Sponsor, First Cellular of Southern Illinois
LOW GROSS (58 - Three-way tie;  winner determined by scorecard playoff)  –  1. 
Elaine Johnson (West Frankfort), Chuck Shostrom (West Palm Beach, FL), John 
Harp (Louisville, KY), Richard Harp (Benton), Harold Hood (West Frankfort) and 
Barry Kohl (West Frankfort).
LOW GROSS (58 - lost scorecard playoff)  –  David Atchison, Terry Bradshaw (Mt. 
Vernon), Rich Campbell, Kevin Helfrich, Randy Martin (Mt. Vernon) and Chad Metten.
LOW GROSS (58 - lost scorecard playoff)  –  Gary Cantrell, Bob Carlock (Mt. Vernon), 
Don Goldacher, Ken McDonald, Mike Mullen (Bento) and Craig Zinzilietta.
LOW NET (55)  –  1. Hillsboro Team  ~  Bill Harpole, Larry Ackerman, Larry Deluka, 
Donnie Faller, Denny Winkler and Mike Rappe. 

FOUNDATION OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT
Rend Lake College Foundation
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FOUNDATION OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT  (CONT.)

  1993  /  13th Annual
Thursday, June 3, at Rend Lake Golf Course, which opened new holes No. 19-27
a week earlier than planned to accommodate tourney  /  35 Six-Player Teams  (210)
Co-Sponsor, Applied Research and Development Laboratory (ARDL) of Mt. Vernon
LOW NET (51 - Winner determined by scorecard playoff)  –  1. Jim Bolen (Belleville), 
Jack English (Belleville), Louie Getta (Belleville), Bill Horstman (Belleville), Marion 
Matecki (Belleville) and Mike Tucker (Mt. Vernon);  2. (51) Ditto Basso (Sesser), Dale 
Irvin (Benton), Danny Malkovich (Benton), Jim Neal (Benton), Dennis Parker (Benton) 
and Kenny Sentel (Benton).
LOW GROSS (56)  –  1. Gary Bradshaw (Mt. Vernon), Terry Bradshaw (Mt. Vernon), 
Jeff Gray (McLeansboro), J.R. Neal (McLeansboro), Brad Sloan (McLeansboro) and 
Wade Thomas (McLeansboro).

  1992  /  12th Annual
Thursday, June 4, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  187 Participants
Co-Sponsor, Applied Research and Development Laboratory (ARDL) of Mt. Vernon
LOW GROSS and LOW NET (54 / 52)  –  1. Wade Thomas (McLeansboro), Terry 
Drone (McLeansboro), Jeff Gray (McLeansboro), J.R. Neal (McLeansboro), David 
Lewis (West Frankfort) and Terry Bradshaw (Mt. Vernon).

  1991  /  11th Annual
Thursday, June 6, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  Six-Player Teams  (186)  /  $75
Co-Sponsor, Applied Research and Development Laboratory (ARDL) of Mt. Vernon
LOW GROSS (56)  –  1. Koerner-Millers Distributing Team  ~  Mitch Fulford (Mt. 

e ), a l e e  ( a ), l e e  ( a ), B b  ( a ), 
l   ( a ) a  B a  e ss a  ( a )

LOW NET (54)  –  1. Plumbers Union Team  ~  Tom Caliper (Colp), Larry Keller (West 
Frankfort), Al Lester (West Frankfort), Jerry Millette (Murphysboro), Eric Perkins 
(Benton) and Bill Todd (Benton).

  1990  /  10th Annual
Thursday, June 7, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  31 Five-Player Teams  (157)  /  $75
LOW GROSS (58)  –  1. Terry Black (Mt. Vernon), Barry Jackson (Mt. Vernon), Wayne 
Krehbiel (Mt. Vernon), Bob Lahr (Mt. Vernon) and Jim Wexstten (Mt. Vernon).  Claimed 
three-way scorecard playoff for honors.  
LOW NET (51)  –  1. Richard Hart (Benton), Murphy Hart (Benton), Mike Mullen (Ben-
ton), Bob Rocca (Mt. Vernon) and Steve Tietz (Benton).  Two-way scorecard playoff.

  1989  /  9th Annual
Thursday, June 8, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  30 Five-player Teams  (150) / $60
LOW NET (58)  –  1. City of Mt. Vernon Team  ~  Bev Carlson, Krys Carlock, Alan 
Hale, Bob Rocca and David Wright (Benton).
2. Stew Gilmore (Carbondale), Lon McHaney (Mt. Vernon), Mike McHaney (Mt. Ver-
non), Gene Mitchell (West Frankfort),  Win Russell (Mt. Vernon), 59 (scorecard playoff).
3. Jim Bolen (Belleville), Dave Davis (Mt. Vernon), Jack English (Belleville), Bill Horst-
man (Belleville) and Marvin Sudhold (Belleville), 59. 

  1988  /  8th Annual
Thursday, June 9, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  29 Four-Player Teams  (116)
Best-Ball Handicap Scramble  /  $50
LOW NET  –  1. First National Bank of Pinckneyville  ~  Herb Chapman, Ralph 
Chapman, Don Johnson and Henry River.  2. Ken Crews (Marion), Gary Forby 
(Benton), Dalis Nicholson (Victoria, Australia) and Carroll Turner (Zeigler).  3. Steve 
Clendenin (Zeigler), Dr. Basil Moskoff (Zeigler), Ed Vantrease (West Frankfort) and 
Kyle Vantrease (West Frankfort).

  1987  /  7th Annual
Thursday, June 4, at Rend Lake  Golf Course  /  $50

  1986  /  6th Annual
Thursday, June 5, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  60 participants
Best-Ball a a  a ble        t  27
1. Loren Frayser, Earl Pate, Glenn Snider and Kevin Strothmann (Mt. Vernon), 60.
2. D.J. Johnson (West Frankfort), Mark S. Kern (Ewing), Dave Smith (West Frankfort) 
and Harry Smith, 63 (scorecard playoff).
3. Curt Endicott, Richard Cornelius, Oliver Rathjen and Don Roberts, 63.

  1985  /  5th Annual
Held Thursday, June 27, at Rend Lake Golf Course with a new Oldsmobile awarded
for a hole-in-one  /  52 participants (no hole-in-one winners)

  1984  /  4th Annual
Friday, September 21, at Rend Lake Golf Course  /  $50

  1983  /  3rd Annual
Friday, September 16, at Green Hills Country Club in Mt. Vernon  –  56 participants
Four-Player Best-Position Scramble  /  $50
1. Jay Murphy (Mt. Vernon), Howard L. Payne (Benton), Dave Sims (DuQuoin) and 
Harlie Webb (Ewing), 61.
2. Jerry Clemens (Mt. Vernon), Frank Deaton (DuQuoin), Lon McHaney (Mt. Vernon) 
and Jim Rice (Mt. Vernon), 65.
3. Demetri Hassakis (Mt. Vernon), Dr. Richard Simpson (Benton), J. Russell Stewart 
(Mt. Vernon) and Jack Stults (Mt. Vernon), 66 (scorecard playoff). 

  1982  /  2nd Annual
Friday, September 17, at Rend Lake Golf Course
Four-Player Best-Position Scramble  /  $50
1. Dave Waggoner (Benton), Jerry Batts (Benton), Ralph Banks (Mt. Vernon) and 
Jack Caudill (Mt. Vernon).  Won by one stroke.
2. Linda Albert (Mt. Vernon), Sandy Rhoads (West Frankfort), Jerry Rushing (Zeigler) 
and Harley Webb (Ewing).
3. Jim Davis (Mt. Vernon), Ron Depeau (Benton), C.C. Lowery (Benton) and Bugs 
Smothers (Benton).

  1981  /  
Sunday, October 4, at Rend Lake Golf Course  –  34 participants  /  $30  /  Est. Net  $300

a e t s l t t  ts a te  e les b   ke als
CHAMPIONSHIP FLIGHT  –  1. Larry Wilson (Waterloo), 36-38–74;  2. Dean Brinker 
(Evansville, IN), 38-38–76;  3. Phil Heckel (Carterville), 38-39–77 (claimed scorecard 
playoff for third);  4. Chuck Stewart (Evansville, IN) and Doug Dunbar (Benton), 77.
“A” FLIGHT  –  1. Les Palmer (Herrin), 71 (net).
“B” FLIGHT  –  1. Joe McClure Jr. (Mt. Vernon), 70 (net).
“C” FLIGHT  –  1. Dr. C.K. Wells (Mt. Vernon), 73 (net).

  Rachel R. Nielsen Engineering Scholarship
  Ribella Palada Family Scholarship
  Howard L. Payne Scholarship
  Henry / Fern Peacock Nursing Scholarship
  Emil Perpich Family Memorial Scholarship
  Polk Lodge No. 137 - McLeansboro Scholarship
  Victor and Betty Rapp Scholarship
  C.H. Reed Memorial Scholarship
  Rend Lake College Foundation Student Scholarship Endowment
  Rend Lake College LPN Scholarship
  Rend Lake College Physical Plant Scholarship
  Rend Lake College Students for Students Art Scholarship
  Robert and Rose Rice Scholarship
  John C. Riley IV Memorial Scholarship
  Dr. Charles and Mary Roe Scholarship
  Rodney R. Rubenacker Memorial Scholarship
  Ann M. Santoro Memorial Endowment
  Dr. Carl L. Schweinfurth International Travel Award
  Southern Illinois Farm Association Scholarship
  Dr. Oliver D. Spitler Memorial Scholarship
  Dr. Gary Ray Sweeten Scholarship
  Tri-County Electric Cooperative Scholarship
  US Bank Scholarship
  Doris Welch Nursing Scholarship
  John D. Whittington / Ada D. Whittington Scholarship

  Fornear Family Scholarship Award 
       (for RLC graduate through Southern Illinois University-Carbondale)

ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS (cont.)



Resolution of Commendation
Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth served faithfully as a member of the Rend Lake
  College Foundation Board of Directors following his election by acclamation in 1980;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth was recognized as an original member of the
  Rend Lake College Foundation “President’s Circle” donors in 1981;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth served as Vice President of the Rend Lake College
  Foundation Board beginning in 1982;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth served as President of the Rend Lake College
  Foundation Board beginning in 1985;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth made many other notable contributions to the
  good of the cause during his tenure on the Rend Lake College Board, in terms of his time
  and talent as well as financial contributions;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth became only the third person ever to receive
  the coveted “Board Emeritus Award” from the Rend Lake College Foundation during
  ceremonies in Spring 1994;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth made it possible for qualified youth to benefit
  from Summer Career Camp Nursing experiences at SIU-Edwardsville through the
  Rend Lake College “Project First Class” program;  and

Whereas, Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth donated other grant monies to the Rend Lake
  College “Project First Class” program for the betterment and encouragement of minority
  youth in his hometown Mt. Vernon area,

Therefore, be it resolved,  Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth is hereby recognized formally 
  for all of these humanitarian endeavors and numerous contributions made over many years
  of dedicated involvement and service with the Rend Lake College Foundation Board of
  Directors, Rend Lake College, its students and staff.

Let it be known,  the Rend Lake College Foundation Board of Directors and the
  Administration of Rend Lake College sincerely appreciate the outstanding contributions
  and worthwhile efforts of Dr. Carl Lincoln Schweinfurth to make the Ina-based institution
  of higher learning a beneficial experience “where learning never ends . . .” for all residents
  of the district and Southern Illinois.

Dated:  September 3, 1996

The Resolution was signed by Rend Lake College President Mark S. Kern, RLC Foundation 
Chair Hunt Bonan and RLC Foundation Executive Director Herb Winemiller.
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Tracking the roots of Warrior athletics 
pre-dates Rend Lake College.  One must go 
all the way back to 1956 and discover War-
rior footprints left by the original black-and-
white Chuck Taylor basketball high-tops.

Looking for that Banner Season?
 • Look no farther than the 1979-80 aca-
demic year, when the RLC baseball team 
claimed its last of three Southern Illinois 
College Conference crowns en route to a 
then-school record 41-19 fall-spring com-
posite;  the Lady Warriors finished 15-5 and 
duplicated their male counterparts’ SICC 
title in just their third softball season;  the 
men’s basketball squad established an all-
time best-to-date at 21-12 with an offensive 
machine that produced seven 100-point 
games and eight others with 90 or more (13-
2 in those high-scoring affairs for a quintet 
which averaged 88 points per game overall), 
and a 5-year-old tennis program went 15-3, 
captured a second SICC championship and 
first-ever Section VI championship and ad-
vanced to the state tennis tournament for 
the second spring in a row, placing 10th.
 • Those accomplishments as a whole 
may have been surpassed by 1995-96.  The 
softball squad won its first Region IV 
crown, advancing to the NJCAA Women’s 
Fast-Pitch Championships behind two 
All-America selections and two other RLC 
Sports Hall of Fame pitchers;  the Men’s 
Golf program was ranked No. 1 most of the 
season before settling for third in the NJCAA 
D-II Finals;  the Men’s Basketball team was 
ranked as high as No. 5 nationally and won 
20 games behind first-ever First-Team All-
American Bryant Lowe;  the Baseball team 
was 35-14 and ranked in the Top 30, and the 
Women’s Basketball quintet netted GRAC 
“Coach of the Year” honors for first-year 
Chief Ronnie Ressel. 
 • Spring forward to 2004-05, when stu-
dent-athletes representing Rend Lake Col-
lege produced six Academic Teams-of-the-
Year with composite grade-point averages 
of 3.0 (4.0-point scale)  –  including Women’s 
Tennis and its best-in-the-nation 3.51 GPA  
–  thanks to five individual Distinguished 
Academic All-America honorees with GPAs 
of 3.8-plus and 10 others boasting Academic 
All-America status with GPAs between 3.6 
and 3.79.  

 Not a bad year on the playing field, 
either.  Both the Men’s Golf Team (for the 
second time in its illustrious history;  the first 
in Spring 1995) and the Men’s Indoor Track 
and Field Team (for the first of three consec-
utive seasons) posted National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association (NJCAA)  Cham-
pionship runner-up showings.  The Men’s 
Cross-Country Team was third nationally 
in a combined Division I competition after 
three straight D-II crowns;  Women’s Golf 
was a best-ever fourth nationally, and the 
men returned for a fifth-place showing in 
Outdoor Track and Field.
 It was so good, in fact, the all-around 
program found itself in uncharted waters  
. . .  11th in the country in the Scholar-
ship Division of the National Alliance of 
Two-Year College Athletic Administrators 
(NATYCAA) Pepsi Award, in recognition of 
overall athletics program excellence at the 
national level.
 • Or merely a prelude to even better days 
(seasons) ahead . . .

ALL-SPORTS Â
Fourth in NATYCAA Cup standings
evidence ’07-08 was best in history 
 Stop the presses!  In June 2008, spear-
headed earlier in the year by National Junior 
College Athletic Association Champion-
ships on the same day from both the Men 
and Women’s Indoor Track and Field Teams, 
Rend Lake College attained the unthinkable.  
The Little School That Could from Ina, IL 
finished fourth overall in NATYCAA Cup 
standings.
 Less than 12 points separated the top four 
all-sports athletic programs in the country  
–  first-time winner Johnson County Com-
munity College (KS), with 142 points;  run-
ner-up Monroe C.C. (NY), 133;  third-place 
Butler County C.C. (KS), 132, and Rend Lake
College at 130.5.  Barton County C.C. (KS) 
was another 6.5 points back in fifth.
 There has never been a season like it.
 “This historic score,” said a proud As-
sistant to the President for Athletics Brent 
McLain, “embodies the message we send 
to all of our athletes.  They are always rep-
resenting Rend Lake College;  they are RLC 
ambassadors.
 “Our athletes and coaching staff should 

 -  - 

RLC Sports Hall of Fame
cites valued contributors
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Athletic success brings RLC into national spotlight
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be proud of what they have brought to their 
school.  This is a great accomplishment . . .”

ALL-SPORTS 2007-08 Â
Indoor Champs 

2, X-Country Medalists 
2

help add up to very exceptional year
 The athletic season encompassing 2007-
08 did not start as an omen of great things 
to come.
 With Rend Lake College hosting its first
NJCAA Championships in any sport, both 
the defending champion Warriors and their 
fledgling Lady Warrior counterparts had
lofty ambitions in the Men and Women’s 
Cross-Country Nationals on their home 
course and before friendly faces.
 Kenyan-turned-Warrior Ben Cheruiyot 
and his sister, Pasca Cheruiyot, certainly 
did not disappoint.  Each was an individual 
national champion, with fifth-place Elkanah 
Kibet joining his countrymates as First-Team 
All-America designees.  Sophomore Kibet  
(third) was repeating the First-Team All-
America honors he won the previous fall.
 But the men’s contingent was a some-
what disappointing fourth in team stand-
ings;  the RLC women were ninth.
 Ben Cheruiyot toured the 8K layout over 
Rend Lake Golf Course in 23:29, a step ahead 
of repeat NJCAA Championship runner-up 
Daniel Maina of Cowley County C.C. (KS).  
Kibet was clocked in 23:43.  But the 1-2 RLC 
punch was not enough to keep Lansing (MI) 
C.C. from winning with 111 points, ahead of 
Iowa Central C.C. with 120, Central Arizona
College with 129 and the Warriors with 133.
 Pasca Cheruiyot covered the 5K women’s
course in 16:13, which was :14 ahead of her 
nearest competition.  The top three teams 
were Iowa Central C.C., Butler County C.C. 
(KS) and El Paso (T ) C.C.;  the Lady War-
riors were ninth with 251 points.
 What could be more frustrating than a 
108.5-107 setback for a national title in the 
2005 Men’s Indoor Track and Field Cham-
pionships?  Try three straight runner-up 
efforts indoors, although neither of the next 
two showings behind nine-time defending 
champ Barton County C.C. (KS) was nearly 
as close as the heartbreaker in ’05.
 That is all water under the (outdoor) 
steeplechase by now.
 RLC freshman Boaz Lalang was National 
Champion in the 800M Run in 1:51.88 (al-
most two seconds better than second-place),  
1000M Run (2:28.88) and the Mile (4:05.91, 
compared to 4:10.80 for No. 2 Kibet), in ad-
dition to anchoring the first-place Distance 

Medley Relay quartet, an all-freshman unit 
that won by over 12 seconds (10:04.89) be-
hind Ben Cheruiyot, Travis Taylor, Aaron 
Dixon and Lalang.
 Coach McLain & Co. also got blue-ribbon 
performances from Kibet in the 5000M Run 
(14:38.78, edging second-place Ben Cheru-
iyot in 14:39.19) and Cory Holman in the 
Pentathlon (3,702 points), two better than a 
Vincennes (IN) rival.  Other seconds were 
from Kibet in the 3000M Run (8:22.59, to the 
winner’s 8:22.41) and the 4 x 800M Relay 
with Robert Kapsoiyo, Travis White, Jeremy 
Whitaker and Dixon in  7:47.19.  Raymon 
Parker was third in the 200M.
 Rend Lake College shed its bridesmaid 
status with 133 points at the Eastern Illi-
nois University indoor facility March 7-8, 
followed by Barton County Community 
College (KS), a distant second with 86, and 
Butler County C.C. (KS) with 66.
 Not to be outdone, Coach Denny Myers’ 
Lady Warriors won its NJCAA crown in only 
its second season.  The order at the top was 
identical to their male counterparts, with 
RLC garnering 121 points to beat Barton 
County (109) and Butler County (88.5).
 Cross-Country individual medalist Pasca 
Cheruiyot earned three more firsts indoors 
on the track while running away from the 
competition (Mile, 4:59.63, by almost :15;  
3000M, 9:53.50, by over :30;  5000M, 17:29.70, 
by :30-plus) and was a close second in the 
1000M (3:00.84, to the winning 3:00.40).
 Teammate Jessica Merriweather easily 
outclassed her Pentathlon foes with 3,417 
points and claimed High Jump honors by 
three-plus inches (5-8 3/4).
 Individual NJCAA titles likewise were 
earned by RLC’s Kim Beardwood (800M 
Run, 2:14.59, by almost :03) and Karmyn 
Clark (20  Weight Throw, 56-8 3/4).
 All-America support / points likewise 
came from Yolanda King (2nd, 400M Dash) 
and Ryan Sanders (3rd, Pentathlon).  
 All three Lady Warrior relay teams also 
left their points mark.  The Distance Medley 
Relay quartet (Walls, King, Beardwood and 
Tanui) took third.
 More of the same come spring, when  
both Track and Field squads contributed 
equally to the No. 4 NATYCAA Cup rat-
ings with bests of third-in-the-nation.  With 
the exception of a minor glitch in 2006, the 
Outdoor T&F Men are marching toward a 
first NJCAA Championship in 2010  . . .  they 
were seventh in 2003, sixth in 2004, fifth in 
2005, fourth in 2007 and now third in 2008.

 -  - 

NATYCAA Cup
/ Pepsi Awards
NATIONAL ALLIANCE 
OF TWO-YEAR COLLEGE 
ATHLETIC ADMINISTRATORS
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SCHOLARSHIP DIVISION
  2009-10 NATYCAA Cup

1  a e t al , 1
  2  le  t   ( ), 14
   e  ( ), 14
  4  e  ( ), 1 2
      le  ( )  lle e, 1 2
   REND LAKE COLLEGE, 126.5
   e  - 7  ts   e  - 
  7  esa ( ) , 1
   s  t   ( ), 9  
  9  a a se alle   ( ), 
1  Ba t  t   ( ), 
1 1  a este  , 2
12  l a t lle e ( ), 
1  e t al a lle e, 77  
14  t  la s lle e ( ), 7
1  l e  ( ) tate lle e, 71

  2008-09 NATYCAA Cup
1  a e t al , 1
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   REND LAKE COLLEGE, 124.5
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  4  le  t   ( ), 121
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1  l a t lle e ( ), 7
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 BASKETBALL CAMP 
Permission given to Jim 
Waugh and Rich Herrin 
to hold first RLC Boys 
Basketball Camp. / May ’72

 The RLC women were closest with 93.5
points, behind Central Arizona College 
with 131 and South Plains College (T ) with 
124.  Rounding out the Top Five were Butler 
County C.C. (KS) and Barton County C.C. 
(KS) with 87 and 84, respectively.
 For the guys, RLC was in the middle (70) 
behind South Plains at 135 and Central Ari-
zona at 119, with Butler County following 
at 57 and Barton County next at 52.5.
 Boaz Lalang led the men yet again, as did 
Pasca Cheruiyot the women.  Both standouts 
were two-time National Outdoor Champs.
 Lalang won the 1500M Run by a second 
in 3:45.82 and the 800M Run in 1:46.58, also 
by better than a second.
 Pasca Cheruiyot beat the 10000M Run 
second-place participant by over :12 in 
36:01.70, then returned to capture the 5000M 
Run in similar fashion, this time in 17:09.46.
 Two other Lady Warriors struck gold, 
also.  Karmyn Clark won with a Hammer 
Throw of 159-6, five feet farther than the 
next best, and Jessica Merriweather won the 
High Jump by two inches (5-7) after placing 
third in the Long Jump with 18-11 3/4.  
 Elkanah Kibet clocked in with a winning 
30:07.88 in the 10000M Run, :08 ahead of 
the runner-up, and was third in the 5000M 
Run.  Cory Holman was third in the 110M 
Hurdles, as was the Men’s 4 x 800M Relay 
quartet of Aaron Dixon, Travis Taylor, Travis 
White and Lalang. 
 The third-place guys were without Ben 
Cheruiyot, who suffered a season-ending 
injury in the Indoor Finals and was forced 
to miss the spring season following surgery.
 Coach Cindy Corn’s Golf Team settled 
for seventh, the eighth time in the last nine 
seasons the squad has been in the Top 10.  
Leading the way were NJCAA All-Tourney 
member Sarah Gereaux, who tied for 17th 
with her 79-79-87–245 in the weather-short-
ened event, and Angela Dehning in 25th.
 The Men’s Golf Team gained a National 
Championship berth for the 11th time in 14 
years, including eight in a row from 1995-
2002, but failed to make the Top 10 for the first
time.  Coach Dave Smith’s team was 15th.

The Lady Warrior netters s also advanced 
to the NJCAA Finals for the sixth time in 

seven seasons after dropping a two-team 
Region IV finale to Lewis and Clark, 5-4.
 Banner Season Supreme 2007-08 likewise 
included a fourth Region IV crown for
the Baseball Warriors, who hosted the three-
team Northern District (Interregional) Play-
offs but were knocked out by Iowa Western 
C.C. on the final day.   

ALL-SPORTS 2008-09 Â
RLC athletes move up to all-time best
of third in national Cup competition
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Even on spring break, Rend Lake Col-
lege student-athletes continue to produce 
hardware for their school.
 RLC Vice President of Finance and Ad-
ministration Larry West, along with RLC 
Athletic Director Brent McLain, returned 
from Orlando Friday after accepting the 
third-place trophy in the National Alliance 
of Two-Year College Athletic Adminis-
trators Cup competition. For the second 
straight year, RLC set a school record in the 
competition, which has been held by the 
NATYCAA since 2004. Rend Lake athletes 
finished third with 124.5 points, compared 
to fourth in 2008 with more points, 130.5.  
[RLC dropped to sixth the following year 
despite a 126.5-point total.]
 “We are extremely proud of this accom-
plishment by our student athletes,” West 
said. “Rend Lake College athletics is a qual-
ity program, but we are also proud of the fact 
our athletes also excel in the classroom.”
 “I  have attended the NATYCAA conven-
tion several times in the past, never thinking 
I would actually be able to step up there and 
receive an award like this. It was a humbling 
experience. It really was,” West said.
 The trophy itself is a heavy, three-tiered, 
pyramid-like object: An octagonal granite 
base, four bronze legs and a large crystalline 
stone perched on a slab of black marble.
 The NATYCAA Cup recognizes excel-
lence in two-year college athletics based on 
success in championship competition. RLC 
placed third with 124.5 points, beating out 
Cowley College (KS) by three points. Iowa 
Central C.C. took first place with 158.5, fol-
lowed by Monroe C.C. (NJ) at 149.5.

  2007-08 NATYCAA Cup
1  s  t   ( ), 142

  2  e  ( ), 1
   B tle  t   ( ), 1 2
  4  REND LAKE COLLEGE, 130.5
   Ba t  t   ( ), 12
   a e t al , 11
  7  e t al a lle e, 11
   esa ( ) , 1 7
  9  le  t   ( ), 1
1  l e  ( ) tate lle e, 9

  2006-07 Pepsi Awards
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  2005-06 Pepsi Awards
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  4  le  t   ( )
   a e t al 
   B tle  t   ( )
  7  Ba t  t   ( )
   e t al a lle e
  9  l e  ( ) tate lle e
1    e sla
1 1  a a se alle   ( )
12  REND LAKE COLLEGE
1  a t   ( )
14  e es ( ) e s t
1  ll s e t al lle e

  2004-05 Pepsi Awards
1  esa ( ) t  lle e

  2  s  t   ( )
   e t al a lle e
      e t  lle e ( )
   B tle  t  ( )
   e t  lle e ( )
  7  t s  ( ) 
      a a se alle   ( )
  9  Ba t  t   ( )
1  tts ale ( )  lle e
1 1  REND LAKE COLLEGE
12    e sla
1  l e  ( ) tate lle e
14  le  ( )  lle e
1  l  ( ) lle e

  2003-04 Pepsi Awards
1  lle e  a e, 1 1

  2  Ba t  t   ( ), 1 9
   esa ( ) , 1 7

t s ste     ea s a e a a e  
2  ts  a t  a   a-
t al a s   a  s t, 19 

 s  se , 1   t , et

 JR. HIGHS WELCOME 
RLC Trustees approve re-
quest by area unior highs 
to host February roundball 
tourney. / January 19, 1971
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There were no national team titles for 
Rend Lake College in 2008-09, but there
were three thirds  –  a best-ever showing by 
a fledgling Women’s Cross-Country team, 
headed by First-Team All-America honoree 
Sarah Kimaiyo (third overall) and Third-
Team honoree Lillian Lagat (12th);  Men’s 
Indoor Track and Field, thanks to two-time 
National Champion Cory Holman (Hep-
tathlon and High Jump), Stephen Sambu 
(5000-Meter Run) and Ryan Bailey (55M 
Dash), and Men’s Outdoor  Track and Field, 
with Sambu providing two individual firsts 
in the 5000M and 10,000M, along with Bailey 
in the 100M (plus a second in the 200M) and 
the 4 x 800M Relay Team (Peter Sigilai, Dey 
Tuach, James Grantham and Sambu).
 The Men’s Cross-Country Team settled 
for fourth in the Division I finals, behind vic-
torious First-Team All-American Sambu and 
Third-Teamer Tuach (11th), and the Wom-
en’s Outdoor Track and Field contingent 
claimed a best-ever fourth-place showing 
powered by individual National Champions 
Ashley Holmes (Discus / runner-up in the 
Shot Put), Jessica Merriweather (High Jump) 
and Vasity Chemweno (1500M).
 Other NATYCAA Cup points were pro-
vided by Women’s Golf, fifth in the NJCAA 
Championships as Amanda Buchanan 
became the first Lady Warrior golfer to rate  
First-Team All-America rank (fifth overall), 
and Women’s Indoor Track and Field, sev-
enth in the finals.
 In addition, David Griffin captured   
NJCAA Medalist honors in Men’s Golf  –  a 
Warrior first  –  but only team points count 
in the NATYCAA Cup chase.

                

Forty-nine years of Rend Lake College 
Athletics cannot be summed up in five 
Banner Seasons and their noteworthy com-
ponents, however.  Hardly.
 A high-five for some of these other indi-
vidual and team highlights . . .
  A 2013 National Championship in 
the NJCAA Division II Men’s Basketball 
Finals.  The crowning achievement in the 
program’s 46th season (not counting 10 
Warrior seasons under the auspices of Mt. 
Vernon Community College), a 30-3 high-
light reel starring the Brothers Verhines  
–  Tourney MVP Bronson and Sportsman-
ship Award-winning Point Guard Dawson  
–  All-Tournament honorees Cortez Macklin 
and Jeril Taylor, Montez Buford, Noel Allen 
and Coach of the Tournament Randy House, 
in just his third season at the helm. 

  Two world-class athletes who donned 
Warrior thinclads en route to berths in the 
Olympics  –  Kenyan native Boaz Lalang, 
who was one spot removed from the eight-
man finals in the 800-Meter Run at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics a few weeks after his fresh-
man campaign at RLC, and Ryan Bailey, 
who represented the USA when he became 
the fifth-fastest man in the world at the 2012 
London Olympics.
  Yet another Kenyan product, Stephen 
Sambu, who would become the most deco-
rated Warrior in team history by claiming 
10 NJCAA crowns and 13x All-America 
distinction before departing in 2010 for 
University of Arizona, where he was NCAA 
Cross-Country runner-up in the fall. 
  The Lady Warrior Softball surge in 
1995-96 that resulted in all-time bests of 
31-13 in the spring, 46-21 overall;  a Region 

IV crown and first-ever appearance in the 
NJCAA Fast-Pitch National Championships 
for Coach David Ellingsworth’s squad, and 
recognition for consensus All-Tourney pick 
Jaymie Cowell (9-for-11 with three home 
runs, two doubles in three games), All-
America accolades for Cowell (First Team) 
and Nicole Murray (Second Team) and the 
record-setting mound duo of RLC Sports 
Hall-of-Fame inductees Angela Robinson 
and Amanda Perjenski.    
  A Men’s Golf monopoly beginning in 
1994-95 which produced seven consecutive 
Region IV titles and a string of a half-
dozen Top Six finishes in the D-II Nationals.  
Coach Dave Smith’s Warriors were NJCAA 
runner-up in 1995 and 2005 and boasted the 
Medalist in David Griffin in 2009 (a Distin-
guished Academic All-American, as well).   
  The dominating Men’s Cross-Country 
reign at the turn of the century headed by 
Brent McLain and the likes of two-time 
Division II National front-runner Ian Horn-
abrook from Australia and Kenyans Elkanah 
Kibet, Ben Cheruiyot and Sambu.
 The tri-umphant D-II Championships 
in Fall 2001, 2002 and 2003 were magnified 
when the program also captured combined 
Division I crowns in 2006 and 2009.  
  The incomparable Jace Bugg, a First-
Team All-America golfer who accomplished 
much as a collegiate player  –  six tourna-
ment wins  –  and even more soon thereafter.  
 He was a quarterfinalist in the pres-
tigious U.S. Amateur Championships a 
month after his Warrior career came to a 
close, a winner on two different professional 
tours and on the brink of earning a spot on 

MEN’S
BASKETBALL
Season Overall  GRAC Place #

   Coach RANDY HOUSE
        eas s     1 -  ( 4)
2 1 -1  17-1  7-11 7t -t (1 )
2 14-1  14-1  -11 t  (9)
2 1 -14 21-11 1 -   -t (9)
2 12-1  -   14-  2 1st  (9)
2 11-12 1 -14 4-12 7t  (9)
2 1 -11 -24 -1  9t  (9)
   Coach TIM WILLS
       1  eas s    24 - 14 ( 441)   
2 9-1  1 -2  -1  t -t (9)
2 - 9 17-1  -11 7t -t (9)
2 7-  1 -14 -   t -t (9)
2 - 7 21-11 -   t -t (9)
2 -  1 -1  -1   (9)
2 4-  11-2  4-1   ( )
2 - 4 1 -1  -  9  ( )
2 2-  14-1  2-12  ( )
2 1- 2 12-21 2-12  ( ) 
2 - 1 7-2  -14 t  ( )
99-2  1 -21 1-1  t  ( )
199 -99 1 -1  -  9 t  ( )
1997-9  1 -1  7-  7 t  ( )
199 -97 14-1  -   t  ( )
199 -9  2 -12 -  9 7t  ( )
1994-9  1 -1  -1  7t  (9)
199 -94 1 -19 -1  t  (9)
1992-9  11-2  4-14 9t   (1 )
   Coach BUTCH McCLINTOCK
       1 2 eas      2-1  ( 111)
1991-92 2-1  1-1  9t  (9)
   Coach MITCH HASKINS
       1  1 2 eas s    2 -1  ( 1)
1991-92 2-1    
199 -91 2 -12 11-   1st (9)
19 9-9  14-1  -  9 t -t ( )
19 - 9 29-   1 -   1st (9)
19 7-  2 -12 9-   2 -t ( )
19 - 7 14-1  4-1  7t  ( )
19 -  17-1  -  9 7t  ( )
19 4-  1 -1  -    ( ) 
19 - 4 2 -  7 -   2  ( )
19 2-  22-1  -    ( )

 SICC
19 1- 2 21-11 -  2 1st-t ( )
   Coach JIM WAUGH
       14 eas s    1 -191 ( 49 )
19 - 1 1 -1  -    ( )
1979-  21-12 -    ( )
197 -79 1 -11 -    ( )
1977-7  12-14 -  7  ( )
197 -77 14-14 -  4 1st-t ( )
197 -7  11-1  2-    ( )
1974-7  1 -14 -  7  ( )
197 -74 14-12 -  4  ( )
1972-7  2 -   7-  1 1st ( )
1971-72 1 -11 -    ( )
197 -71 -17 2-  7  ( )
19 9-7  14-1  -  4  ( )
19 - 9 7-14 -1  t  ( )
19 7-  1-2  -1  t  ( )
     be   tea s  lea e

 MEN’S BASKETBALL TOTALS
49 seasons, W-744 / L-740 (.501)

( t e  at a  t  e t a e)



1972    –     1973 1973    –     1974 1974     –    1975 1975    –     1976 1976    –     1977
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the Professional Golfers Association (PGA) 
Tour before struck down by leukemia.  The 
1995-97 standout was voted into the RLC 
Sports Hall of Fame in October 2003 and 
died less than two months later at age 27.    
  The consistently fine Women’s Golf 
Team of Coach Cindy Corn, with 10 Re-
gion titles and a dozen Top 10 finishes in 
the NJCAA Nationals, including Top Five 
showings seven of eight tries from 2004-11, 
with a fourth-place effort in 2005. 
 Lump five Top 12 finishes in all-sports 
NATYCAA Cup competition in a six-year 
period as one item, take back-to-back-to-
back Men’s Cross-Country NJCAA Division 
II Championships and condense them into 
one (without meaning to de-emphasize any 
of those accomplishments) and consider 
the following to be some of the brightest 
moments of the competitive world of play, 
balls, running and throwing at the collegiate 
level.  In no particular order, intended to 
spark debate and hoping to re-create your 
own memories of other key happenings 
omitted (whether unintentionally forgotten 
or overlooked in their intensity at the time 
of actual combat), the top athletic stories 
covering nearly 50 years (plus 10 more from 
MVCC days) that need to be shared . . .              

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD Â
Kenya’s Beijing Olympian Boaz Lalang
puts the INA in CHINA Summer of ’08

Do not try to tell anyone at Rend Lake 
College their World Ambassador, Boaz 
Lalang, did not strike gold in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics.
 The 19-year-old runner representing his 
native Kenya carried the hearts and souls 
of a Southern Illinois community (college) 
across the finish line of his 800-Meter 
Semifinal Run in ChINA on August 21, 2008.  
Lalang’s college coach, Brent McLain, was in 
the Bird’s Nest to witness the performance 
firsthand, along with his wife, Dr. Deedra 
McLain.
 Lalang’s time of 1:45.87 was the seventh-
fastest overall from three semifinals meant 
to reduce the field to eight for the finals.
 Unfortunately, it was not good enough 

for race officials in ChINA even though his 
RLC family and friends in INA could not 
have been any prouder. 
 The Kenyan-turned Rend Lake College 
superstar, a six-time National Champion 
and NJCAA All-American as a Warrior 
freshman, finished third in his heat, nipped 
at the wire by .02-second by Canadian 
Olympic veteran Gary Reed in 1:45.85.  
Nabil Madi of Algeria won in 1:45.63.
 The top two in all three semifinals were 
automatic qualifiers, with the two-fastest 
among 18 other participants also making 
the grade for the finals.  Time-wise, Lalang 
beat both Heat 1 winner, Kenyan teammate 
Wilfred Bungei (1:46.23), and Heat 1 runner-
up Yeimer Lopez of Cuba (1:46.40).
 But the 1-2 duo of Bungei and Lopez 
advanced to the finals, while the 1:45.87 
effort by Lalang could not overcome third- 
and fourth-place showings in Heat 2 from 
Yusuf Saad Kamel of Brunei (1:44.95) and 
Nadjim Manseur of Algeria (1:45.54).  Fellow 
Kenyan Alfred Kirwa Yego set a blistering 
pace in Heat 2 and won in 1:44.73.
 Lalang earned a spot on the Kenya team 
in early July, less than two months after 
he won the 800M and 1500M Runs in the 
NJCAA Men’s Outdoor Track and Field 
Championship and just four months after 
he led the Warriors to a first-ever NJCAA 
Championship by winning individual titles 
in the 800M, 1000M and Mile and anchoring 
the winning Distance Medley Relay Team in 
the Indoor Track and Field Finals.
 Lalang won his semifinal during 
qualifying in Nairobi before finishing 
second in the finals in 1:45.21 behind former 
World 800M Indoor Champion Bungei with 
a time of 1:45.06.  World Champion Kirwa 
followed in 1:45.49.
 That trio joined 33 other Kenyans who 
represented their homeland in ChINA.
 Lalang qualified as one of the 24 
semifinalists after preliminaries the previous 
day reduced an original field of 58.
 Among the victims in his semifinal heat 
was Junior World record-holder at the time, 
Abubaker Kaki of Sudan, 3.5 seconds behind 
Lalang.

MEN’S
BASKETBALL
NJCAA Division II 
National Championships
2 12-1      a  (4- )
2 11-12     ( -2)

D-II Region XXIV Tournament 
2 12-1      a
2 11-12     a

D-I Region XXIV Tournament 
19 - 9     a
19 7-      e -

Great Rivers Athletic Conference
2 12-1  a
199 -91 a
19 - 9 a

Southern Illinois College Conf.
19 1- 2 a  (t e )
197 -77 a  (t e )
1972-7  a

 
 

Season Overall SICC Place #

   Coach JIM WAUGH
       1 eas     -12 ( 4 )
19 - 7 -12

   Coach R.G. ISAACS
       1 eas     -1  ( 1 7)
19 -  -1

   Coach WAYNE ARNOLD
       2 eas s    4- 7 ( 9 )
19 4-  2-1
19 - 4 2-19

   Coach J.D. SHIELDS
        eas s    44-7  ( 1)
19 2-  7-1
19 1- 2 1 -1
19 - 1 -14
19 9-  -1
19 - 9 -12
19 7-  -11
19 - 7     es a  s e le l

 MVCC WARRIOR
MEN’S BASKETBALL TOTALS
10 seasons, W-59 / L-142 (.294) 

 LEAGUE CROWNo 
Team 17-13, but produces 
Southern Illinois College 
Conf. title in second try under 
Coach Mike McClure. / Sp ’73

 CHAMPION WARRIORSo 
Coach Jim Waugh directs 

7-1 Southern Illinois College 
Conference championship 
cage campaign. / 1972-73

 S.I.C.C. CHAMPS RANKED
McClure’s charges boast 
32-  mark, SICC crown 
and ranked No. 2 in State, 
No. 20 in Nation. / Sp ’74

 CAGE CO-CHAMPSo 
Warriors gain a piece 
of their second SICC 
basketball championship 
with -4 record. / 197 -77
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 “At first you are disappointed to hear 
the news,” admitted Rend Lake College 
Interim President Charley Holstein.  “But 
then you stop and think about the level of 
competition in which he was performing 
and the experience he must have had.
 “He truly is an amazing athlete, and we 
are all so very proud of him.”
 “He was so close,” commented McLain.  
“He had the seventh-fastest (semifinal) time.  
They went out and looked good for about 
100 meters and then nobody wanted to take 
it.  So Boaz took the lead.  Eventually every-
one slowed down for about 100 meters.  
 “Then they ran a great last lap, faster than 
any other heat.  If someone (else) would 
have taken (the pace in the middle of the 
race), he would have been fine.  But it was 
a great race for him.”
 McLain and his wife “were sad for about 
five minutes, until we started thinking what 
an accomplishment it was and the fact he has 
so many years of his life in front of him.”
 Lalang will be 23 when the Olympic 
Games return in 2012 in London.
 “Being the first one not to make (the 
finals) is really going to motivate him.  He 
knows he could have made it.  Now it is 
one of those things where he either becomes 
stronger or he lets it get to him.  
 “Boaz is going to be better from this than 
he would have been without it.  He is the 
type of athlete and person who takes this 
and lets it motivate him,” McLain said.  “He 
wants to get back and go to school and run 
hard.  The good thing is that he is going to 
be fired up.  He now knows he can beat the 
two Kenyans who made it.  He now knows 
he can run with the best in the world.”
 Lalang’s extended American family 
followed his exploits online during his 
Olympic run and got to see his semifinal 
run the following evening on television.  
“The McLain Report:  From China to Ina” 
chronicled their experience and allowed for 
blogging support back home.
 Among those comments:  “Boaz, thank 
you for bringing so much pride and 
excitement to our campus,” wrote Tracy 
Devoy, Administrative Assistant for RLC’s 
Math, Science and Education Division.  
“Your Olympic experience has brought 
about a great bond between students, 
faculty and staff.  We are all SO proud of you 
and so pleased you are one of our students.”
 And from the McLains:  “We’re not 
disappointed, but so happy to know an 
Olympian and have the joy  of knowing we 

get to spend one more year with him . . . 
Thanks, Boaz, for giving us all a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.  We are so proud of you 
and feel so thankful and lucky that we had 
the chance to represent you and Rend Lake 
College in Beijing.”      
 Donations from Rend Lake College 
faculty and staff, as well as other boosters in 
Southern Illinois, enabled Lalang to return 
home to Eldoret, Kenya, for the attempt to 
qualify.
 A generous, surprise gift from the RLC 
Foundation made it possible for the McLains 
to enjoy the thrill of the Olympic experience 
with Lalang.
 And in the days leading up to the 
Olympic Finals, the hottest selling items in 
the RLC Bookstore were Warrior-red t-shirts 
proclaiming, “Boaz and Brent:  Putting the 
Ina in China.”
 Rend Lake College honored its most 
famous student and World Ambassador 
with “Boaz Lalang Day” on-campus Sept-
ember 3, 2008.
UPDATE:   2 12

BOAZ LALANG KIPLAGAT (born 2/8/1989)
• 2 1  l   a s s at a, ata

      2   1 4 9
• 2 1  ealt  a es at e  el , a

      1st  1 4
• 2 1  at ake ela s     le     14,

  e eat  t a  a t e a te Be a  a at,
  e a -b  e t  a   e a  e

• 2 1   sl , a      le     2 1
• 2 1  ( st 29) at et , tal  eet

       2    1 42 9  be  
  t e e  l  e  set b  a  s a 

• 2 11 ll- a a es at a t , a b e
      2   1 4 4

• 2 12 l   a s s at sta b l,
  ke          12t  (s )  1 49 1

UPDATE:  B    
B   B  a    21, 2 12

 Commonwealth champion Boaz Lalang’s 
hopes of taking part in this year’s London 
Olympics crashed miserably as he failed to 
qualify for Saturday’s final of the Kenyan
Olympics trials in the 800M semifinals hit 
won by David Rudisha, the hot favorite for 
Gold, at the Nyayo Stadium on Thursday 
morning.
 The New Delhi winner finished last in the 
hit much to the shock of the fans who turned 
up to watch the race even though Rudisha 
was the favorite. The World Record-holder 
Rudisha won the hit in easy style.
 Colm O’Connell, a veteran 800M coach, 

WOMEN’S
BASKETBALL
Season Overall GRAC Place #

   Coach KRYSTAL GUNDY 
2 1 -1  14-12 -   4t -t (1 )
   Coach WARD McDANIEL
        1 2 eas s    7-  ( 7 )  
2 14-1  11-1  -1  t -t (9)
2 1 -14 1 -1  -11 7t  (9)
2 12-1  1 -1  -1  7t  (9)
2 11-12  1-1  1-1  9t  (9)
   Coach ASHLEY ALLEN
        1 2 eas s    49- 1 ( 49 )  
2 11-12 1-   -       -
2 1 -11 7-2  2-14 9t  (9)
2 9-1  1 -1  11-   2 -t (9)
2 - 9 2 -1  12-  4 2  (9)
   Coach GLENN BOX
        eas s    4- 1 ( 74)  
2 7-  21-11 9-  7  (9)
2 - 7 24-   11-    (9)
2 -  19-12 9-  7 4t  (9)
   Coach GERALD MUMBOWER 
2 4-  19-1  -    ( )
   Coach JASON THRASH
       2 eas s    19- 9 ( 2 )
2 - 4 11-1  -    ( ) 
2 2-  -21 2-12  ( )
   Coach RONNIE RESSEL
       7 eas s    11 -9  ( 4)
2 1- 2 14-17 4-1   ( ) 
2 - 1 1 -14
99-2  2 -1  7-  7  ( )
199 -99 1 -19 -11 t  ( )
1997-9  1 -1  -   t  ( )
199 -97 22-  9 11-   1st-t ( )
199 -9  1 -11 -   -t ( )
   Coach JIM WAUGH
       14 eas s    2 -1  ( 7 ) 
1994-9  19-12 9-  7 4t  (9)
199 -94 1 -1  -   t  (9)
1992-9  -2  4-14 9t  (1 )
1991-92 1 -1  -   4t  (9) 
199 -91 1 -1  4-1   ( )
19 9-9  14-1  4-1  t  ( )
19 - 9 19-14 -1  t  (9)
19 7-  2 -   7-  7 4t -t ( )
19 - 7 2 -   1 -  4  ( )
19 -  22-12 -  7  (7) 
19 4-  17-1  2-    ( )
19 - 4 11-14 -   t  ( )
19 2-  21-14 -  7  ( )

 SICC
19 1- 2 19-  7 -2 2  ( )
   Coach SHLONDA HORTON 
19 - 1        7-1   (  7  last 9)  
   Coach RICHARD DOHERTY 
1979-  4-14
   Coach CAROL WHIPPLE
197 -79 -11
   Coach BRENDA SINK
1977-7  -

 WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TOTALS
39 seasons, W-584 / L-524 (.527)
Region XXIV Tournament 
2 - 7 e -
Great Rivers Athletic Conference
199 -97 a   (11- , t e )
# ea s  lea e   e s a  es e

st- ea  l sses k , t   t tals
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was the first to express his shock after 
Lalang failed to cruise through to the finals.
 “The boy did not have a good season this 
year though he had an excellent run in New 
York.  Deep down I sympathize with him, it 
is quite unfortunate he won’t be making it 
to London, because we all know the kind of 
talent he has,” said Colm, who is Rudisha’s 
coach.
 Lalang, who won the Commonwealth 
title in New Delhi two years ago, finished 
behind the qualifiers for Saturday’s final 
in his heat won by world record holder 
Rudisha in 1:44.0 (one report indicated 
1:40.0).
 Those who qualified for Saturday’s finals 
include 800M record-holder Rudisha, Alfred 
Kirwa Yego (1:46.02) Job Kinyor (1:45.06), 
Timothy Kitum (1:44.03), Nicholas Kiplagat 
(1:46.04), Abraham Chirchir (1:45.04) and 
Anthony Chemut (1:45.03).
 “I am happy to have passed this hurdle. 
Now I am focusing on the final on Saturday,” 
Rudisha told reporters. 

60-POINT SECOND HALF Â
Warriors claim Region XXIV, 86-78,
to advance to second straight finals

      12, 2 1

 QUINCY – Rend Lake College men’s 
basketball won the NJCAA Division II Re-
gion IV Championship 86-78 over John
Wood Community College on Sunday and 
advances to the National Championship 
Tournament for the second straight year. 
 The 28th Annual NJCAA D-II Men’s 
Basketball Tournament is March 19-23 at 
Danville Area Community College.
 Rend Lake is the No. 4 seed and will 
face No. 13 Cecil College (MD) at 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 19. The Seahawks, with a 
regular season record of 14-14, edged the 
top-ranked D-II team in the country, Com-
munity College of Beaver County, 96-95, 
to become one of two teams advancing to 
nationals from Region .
 RLC was the top seed in the region tour-
nament. It beat Lincoln College, 76-65, on 
Saturday to advance to the championship 
with John Wood, which had eliminated 

Danville Area  –  ranked No. 2 in the nation 
–  66-58.
 Down by two at the half, RLC scored 60 
points in the second half with Sophomore 
Guard Dawson Verhines (Woodlawn) going 
off from three-point range. He scored 15 of 
his team-high 26 in the second half.

       
   

The Warriors pulled away from a two-
point lead in the final four minutes to ad-
vance to the NJCAA Division II National 
Tournament for the second straight year.
 Jon White’s 3-pointer cut Rend Lake’s 
lead to 71-69 with 4:05 left, but the Warriors 
responded with a 9-2 run, taking an 80-71 
lead on Jeril Taylor’s two free throws with 
35.8 seconds left.
 Of Rend Lake’s final eight field goals, 
seven were 3-pointers. Overall, the Warriors 
were 12 of 19 from behind the arc.
 A 6-0 run early in the second half put 
Rend Lake ahead, 36-30. But JWCC, the No. 
3 seed, answered with a 9-2 spurt, taking 
a 39-38 lead on Brad Hamilton’s 3-pointer 
from the right side with 14:44 left.
 Rend Lake took the lead for good when 
Montez Buford scored to make it 42-41 with 
13:58 left. Stephon Bryant’s two free throws 
with 10:50 left capped off a 10-0 Warriors run 
which stretched their lead to 50-41.
 Hamilton led JWCC, which played in the 
title game for the first time since 1996, with 
17 points, while White came off the bench 
to score 15 and T.J. Tisdell added 12.
 Dawson Verhines led Rend Lake with 26 
points, 15 in the second half, while Taylor 
scored 17 of his 19 points after halftime.
 Rend Lake College has won 10 straight 
games and 18 of the last 19.
 Cecil College is listed as the best D-II 
3-point shooting team in the nation at 54.4 
percent, according to stats on the NJCAA 
website. The Seahawks also are reportedly 
third in the nation in overall shooting  –  also 
54.4 percent. 
 They are led in scoring by 6-4 Fresh-
man Guard Donte Adams at 21.8 points 
per game.  In the title game against Beaver 
County, Adams scored 34 points. Stedman 
Allen, a 6-5 freshman, was named Tourna-

COACHING
LONGEVITY
Seasons           First              Last     Total
                       Season         Season    No.

   Coach DAVE SMITH
          

19 9-9  2 1 -11 22
2 1 -14  2 1 -17 4

   Coach DAVE ELLINGSWORTH
       B   

199 -94  2 1 -17 24
   Coach TIM WILLS
        B B   

1992-9  2 9-1  18
   Coach CINDY CORN
          

1999-2  2 4-  6
2 - 7  2 1 -17 11

   Coach JIM WAUGH
        B B    

19 - 7 19 - 1 15
   Coach JIM WAUGH
        B B

19 1- 2 1994-9  14
   Coach DIANE METZGER
        

199 -9  2 7-  13
   Coach JIM WAUGH
       B   

19 1- 2 1992-9  12
   Coach MITCH HASKINS
        B B  

19 1- 2 • 1991-92 11
   Coach TONY ETNIER
       B B   

2 - 7  2 1 -17 11
   Coach MIKE McCLURE
       B B   

1971-72 19 - 1 10
   Coach SARA CREWS
       B   

2 7-   2 1 -17 10
   Coach RICH CAMPBELL
       B B   

1992-9  2 - 1 9
   Coach BRENT McLAIN
        -   

2 - 1 2 - 9 9
     
2 1- 2 2 - 9 8

   BOBBI MILLER SHADOWENS
         

2 - 1 2 - 9 9
   Coach DAVE JUNKINS
          

2 - 9  2 1 -17 9

   t ll a t e  2 1 -17 seas
   l es st seas   
•  a e  12 a es al seas  

 BASEBALL COMEBACKo 
Warriors start SICC at 

0-3 and 1-4, yet give 
Coach Mike McClure third

title at 12-4. / Fall 1979

 CO-CHAMPIONSo 
In final season for SICC 
and first under Mitch 
Haskins, Warriors -2 
for title share. / 1981-82

 CO-CHAMPIONSo 
Southern Illinois College 
Conf. co-championship 
for John Kretz  Co. 
(15-5 overall). / Spring ’80

 THIRD IN STATEo 
Coach Shlonda Horton 
guides first team to 2 -  
slate, third in Region IV 
(State) Tourney. / Sp ’81

ATHLETICS TIMELINE
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ment MVP;  6-6 Freshman Amadius Der-
weer hit the put-back with 16 seconds left 
to give the Seahawks the one-point win.  
NJCAA 2013 DISTRICT CHAMPIONS

st t 1 ( e  1)    e  ( ) lle e, 2 -12
st t 2 ( e s , 21)    e  ( ), 29-
st t  ( e  4 )    t  b ba  lle e, -
st t 4 ( e  4B)    a e alle  , 2 -
st t  ( e  )    B  a k e lle e ( ), 2 -
st t  ( e  , 1 )    sb  lle e ( ), 2-1
st t 7 ( e s 9, 1 )    e t al  ( B), 19-1
st t  ( e  11)    a akes , 2 -
st t 9 ( e  12 )    a  a s  ( ), 21-
st t 1  ( e  12 )    tt  ( ), 29-
st t 11 ( e  12 )    e s  ( ), 24-
st t 12 ( e s 1 , 19)    sse   lle e ( ), 2 -
st t 1  ( e s 2, 1 )    - e  alle  ( ), 22-11
st t 14 ( e  2 )    e l lle e ( ), 1 -14
st t 1  ( e  2 B)    a   ( ), 1 -12
st t 1  ( e  24)    e  ake lle e, 2 -

NJCAA 2013 D-II MEN’S BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT
Tuesday, March 19
9 a      1 tt ( ) s   1  e t al- l b s ( B)
11 a       e s ( ) s   9 a akes
1       B  a k e ( ) s   11 sse   ( )

       sb  ( ) s   14 - e
      alle  ( )

       t  b ba  s   12 e  ( )
      4 e  ake lle e s   1  e l ( )

Wednesday, March 20 
11 a      7 a e alle  s   1  a  a s ( )
1      2 e ( ) s   1  a  ( )

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS Â
Not done yet; ‘MVP’ B. Verhines leads

o. 4 seed RLC to first hoops cro n 
   24, 2 1

B   

DANVILLE  –  Bronson Verhines decided
his basketball career was over three years 
ago when he left Kaskaskia College.
 This year, the 6-foot-7 forward from 
Woodlawn got back into the game at Rend 
Lake College.
 On Saturday night, Verhines was named 
the Most Valuable Player at the NJCAA Di-
vision II National Tournament as the War-
riors claimed their first-ever National Title 
with an 87-69 victory over the Moraine Val-
ley Cyclones at the Mary Miller Complex 
on the campus of Danville Area Commu-
nity College.
 “All I can say is that I couldn’t write a 
better script if I tried,” said Verhines, who 
finished with 13 points, and game-high 14 
rebounds in Rend Lake’s victory. “It’s a 
great honor and I appreciate it. But, it’s so 
much greater being a national champion.”
 And while his contributions on the 

glass and on the offensive end were im-
portant, Verhines biggest task on Saturday 
night came on defense.
 Moraine Valley’s Karrington Ward 
came into the title game averaging 21.3
points per game for the Cyclones and he 
managed just 11  –  six coming in the final 
six minutes as the Warriors were already 
celebrating the championship.
 “I knew if we shut down Ward we had 
a great chance of winning this game,” Ver-
hines said. “Ward is a great player. He is 
athletic, he’s tall, he can shoot and he can 
penetrate. I knew if we denied him the ball 
and didn’t let him get going, it would in-
crease our chances of winning this game.
 “Moraine Valley is a great team all-
around, but he’s the one that makes them 
go, he’s the center piece to their team. 
When he is going, their team is going and 
when he’s not, they’re not.”
 Ward had just three points in the first 
half  –  all on free throws, as he was 0-for-5 
from the field.
 “He was a scrappy defender,” said 
Ward, who had 11 rebounds to go along 
with 11 points. “I give him credit for play-
ing great defense like that.”
 And while Verhines was containing 
Ward, the rest of the Rend Lake team was 
doing just as good on both the offensive 
and defensive ends.
 Cortez Macklin handled the scoring 
early for the Warriors as he had 12 points 
in the first nine minutes.
 “We were just feeling it,” said Macklin, 
who finished with a game-high 19 points. 
“It seemed like I could hit everything and 
my teammates were also hitting every-
thing. We were also rebounding, and play-
ing hard.”
 And Macklin’s 12 points came during 
Rend Lake’s 27-5 run to start the game.
 “They came out on fire,” Ward said. 
“They came out and played as the better 
team tonight. That’s all you ask for from 
another team is to make them play their 
hearts out. We played our hearts out, but it 
wasn’t enough.”
 Moraine Valley Coach Dedrick Shan-
non thought his guys might have been 
feeling the effects of playing four games in 
four days.
 “I think my guys were a little gassed,” 
he said. “But, Rend Lake is a great basket-
ball team. I just would have liked to see us 
get one night off and Karrington get those 
legs back.”

BASEBALL
eas  all  e all

   Coach TONY ETNIER
        1  eas s    2 -247 ( 1 )  
2 1 -1   7-2  7-2
2 14-1   2 -21 2 -21
2 1 -14  14-29 14-29
2 12-1   7-1  7-1
2 11-12  4-22 4-22
2 1 -11  2 -24 2 -24
2 9-1   2 -27 2 -27
2 - 9  1 -  1 -
2 7-   2 -2  2 -2
2 - 7  2 -27 2 -27
   Coach BOB SIMPSON
         eas s    - 9• ( )
2 -   21-27 21-27
2 4-   •2 -  •2 -
2 - 4  1 - 2 1 - 2
   Coach CHRIS MODDELMOG
        2 eas s    4-42 ( )
2 2-   24-22 24-22
2 1- 2  -2  -2
   Coach RICH CAMPBELL
        9 eas s    2-22  ( 7 )
2 - 1  4-2  4-2
99-2   21- 4 21- 4
199 -99  7-22 7-22
1997-9   -17 -17
199 -97  9-19 9-19
199 -9   -14 -14
1994-9  9-  4  2 -24 4-2
199 -94 12-  4 2 -29 -
1992-9  -1   2 -2  1-
 29-1  27 -2 7
   Coach JIM McGUIRE
        4 eas s    22 -11  ( )
1991-92 12-  4 4-2  4 - 2
199 -91 11-   -19 4 -24
19 9-9  22-1  44-21 - 1
19 - 9 24-   -21 2-29

9-27 1 1- 9
   Coach PAUL EVANS
         eas s    2 1-9  ( 79)
19 7-  2 -   4 -2  9- 1
19 - 7 17-12 -2  -
19 -  27-   -2  2-2

7-2  1 4-72
   Coach KIRK CHAMPION
        4 eas s    1 4-114 ( 9 )
19 4-  12-  7 4 -19 2-2  
19 - 4 2 -   27-1  47-1
19 2-  17-  9 21-1  -24
19 1- 2 -1  19-  27-4

7-29 1 7-
   Coach MIKE McCLURE
        1  eas s    12-177 ( )  
19 - 1 -   29-2  7-2
1979-  1 -   2 -1  41-19
197 -79 11-1  1 -11 27-24
1977-7  11-11 27-  7 -1
197 -77 1 -  7 2 -14 -21
197 -7  1 -  7 27-11 4 -1  
1974-7  1 -  7 14-  9 29-1
197 -74  2-   2-  
1972-7   17-1  17-1
1971-72  1 -14 1 -14

7- 9 22 -11
   Coach JIM WAUGH   4
197 -71   
19 9-7    
19 - 9  7-1  7-1
19 7-    
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 Even with a 22-point lead (48-26) at 
halftime, Rend Lake’s Jeril Taylor knew 
there was still work to do for his Warriors, 
because he remembered all too well how 
his team overcame a big deficit in the quar-
terfinal win over South Suburban.
 “We started off great, kept the pressure 
on and never looked back,” said Taylor, 
who came off the bench to score 15 points. 
“It takes a lot of heart and hustle to get a 
lead like that. We did what we had to do.
 “But, in the back of all of our minds, we 
knew it wasn’t over. We talked about it at 
halftime, that we couldn’t take it for grant-
ed. We didn’t feel like it was over.”

   2 , 2 1

 DANVILLE  –  Before Friday’s NJCAA 
Division II National Tournament semifinal 
even began, the Rend Lake College Warriors 
made clear they were on a mission. Distinct 
chants of “I Believe” could be heard echoing 
down the hall from their locker room as they 
prepared to make history.
 Trailing by as many as nine, the Warriors 
held true to the mantra and pulled out an 
80-75 come-from-behind win over Owens 
Community College (OH) to advance to 
the program’s first national championship 
game.
 “It feels great,” said RLC guard Jeril 
Taylor. “Making history as a freshman on 
a great team with great coaches and great 
players, it feels good. We’re one step away. 
We’ve just got to keep pushing.”
 “We’ve got the talent,” he added. “I knew 
we had the talent to do it. The freshmen and 
sophomores have come together, and they’re 
stepping up, telling us what to do and what 
it takes to get there. It paid off.”
 After coming back from a 23-point deficit 
in Wednesday’s quarterfinal win over South 
Suburban, trailing by nine against the Ex-
press might have seemed like a small hurdle 
to overcome.
 That was Owens’ largest lead and came 
on a 3-pointer by Andy Bachman with 13:10 
to go in the first half. 
 Rend Lake refused to let the Express 
ruin its title hopes, and slowly chipped 
away until finally taking a 60-58 lead with 

six minutes left. The Warriors never trailed 
again. Before Taylor’s basket, Rend Lake had 
led for only 1:30.
 The Express played the final seven min-
utes without 6-foot-8 forward James Kelly, 
who leads the team in points (18.9) and 
rebounds (10.2).
 “He wasn’t there all day, and then he 
gave me some bad body language, and 
I just don’t deal with that,” said Owens 
Coach Dave Clarke. “He was going to sit 
down. There wasn’t going to be a situation 
where he wasn’t playing well and he wasn’t 
rebounding, so I wanted to get somebody in 
there that could do it.
 “One thing I was very proud of our guys 
up until this game, our sophomores played 
extremely well, and today they didn’t step 
up and play like sophomores. We were led 
by freshmen, and you can’t win a national 
title being led by freshmen. It just doesn’t 
happen.”
 Kelly, who has been recruited by the 
likes of Michigan State, Kansas State and 
Miami (FL), finished with 15 points and nine 
rebounds in limited action. Joe Retic led all 
scorers with 25 points, and Javon Rice scored 
14 for the Express.
 Taylor scored 13 of his team-high 19 
points in the second half, including a 
3-pointer that gave Rend Lake a 73-63 lead 
with 1:52 remaining.
 Bronson Verhines finished with 17 for 
the Warriors (12 in the second half) and had 
nine rebounds and two blocks. Trice Whaley 
finished with 12 points, seven of which came 
at the free throw line. As a team, Rend Lake 
made 11-of-12 free throws in the final 3:26.
 “We stayed aggressive,” said Rend Lake 
Coach Randy House. “We crashed the 
boards a little harder. We got a little better 
as the game went along. We just got a little 
better and a little better, and a little stronger 
and a little stronger. We just kept inflicting 
our will on those guys. They’re a great team, 
they are well-coached. They’ve had a great 
season also, but this is something the kids 
are starting to smell.”
 Having picked up the program’s first 
win in the national tournament Tuesday, the 
Warriors are now in position to complete 

BASEBALL
 WARRIOR TOTALS

49 seasons, W-1,579 / L-1,118 (.585)
     ( 7- , 9-7 , 7 -71 t l e ) 
District (Interregional) Tourney 
2 7-  2  t  a este
199 -99  t  s at e, 
199 -97 2  t  a  lls ( )
19 -  2  t  a  a s, 
Region XXIV Tournament 
2 7-  a
199 -99 a
199 -97 a
19 -  a
Sectional Tournament 
2 7-  a
199 -99 a
199 -97 a
1992-9  a
19 -  a
19 1- 2 a

GRAC STANDINGS
1 -1  1    a  24-

    1 -12
12-1  1 -t  askask a   19-
     17-7
11-12 1    a  2 -

2  abas  alle  22-
    1 -12

1- 2 2       1 -1
97-9  1  Belle lle ea 1 -4 
 2 -t    l e  e t al   9-
9 -9  1  Belle lle ea 11-  
 2      -4
9 -94 1    a   1 -
 2       12-4
91-92 1    a   14-2 
 2       12-4
9 -91 1  t easte  ll s 1 -  
 2      11-
       a   11-

9-9  1    a   21-7
 2       19-9

- 9 1  askask a  2 -7
 2       24-

7-  1       2 -7
 2  abas  alle   1 -1

- 7 1  abas  alle  19-  9
 2  , B    1 -12

-  1       2 -
 2  Belle lle ea 19-9

4-  1  abas  alle  11-
 2         9-7

- 4 1       1 -
 2  abas  alle  11-

2-  1  abas  alle  1 -4 
 2       1 -7

SICC STANDINGS 
1979-  1       
197 -74 1       
1972-7  1    

 NEW BASEBALL TITLEo 
Warriors grab GRAC title 
(13-3) after taking second 

previous year in league’s 
inaugural season. / Fall ’83

 FALL BASEBALL / 27-3o 
Record-setting season 

begins with 25-3 GRAC 
trophy and Coach  honors 
for Paul Evans. / Fall 1985

 SPRING B-BALL / 55-23o 
Eventual Hall of Fame nine 
wins Region IV, one win
shy of World Series berth 
with 49-10 finish. / Sp ’8
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their trip to Danville with, at minimum, a 
second-place finish. But at this point, they 
refuse to settle.
 “I feel good about it,” Taylor said. “I 
know the team feels great. They’re back 
there yelling and everything. We’ve just got 
to stay calm and stay focused. It’s not over 
yet. We’ve got one more game to play.”

   21, 2 1

 DANVILLE  –  Jeril Taylor hit a pair of 
free throws with five seconds left in over-
time Wednesday to cap a comeback from 
22 points down as No. 4 Rend Lake College 
downed upstate rival South Suburban, 85-
83, in the quarterfinals of the NJCAA Divi-
sion II Men’s Basketball National Tourna-
ment.
 Taylor led the Warriors (28-3) with 19 
points and seven rebounds, Cortez Macklin 
had 16 and Bronson Verhines had 13 points, 
pulled down 13 boards and blocked three 
shots.
 Noel Allen added 10 points and grabbed 
10 boards for the Warriors, who outrebound-
ed South Suburban, 50-32.
 Rend Lake trailed, 37-24, at the half and 
outscored the Bulldogs 51-38 down the 
stretch to force overtime. The Warriors out-
scored South Suburban, 50-26, in the paint 
and their bench had the upper hand, 31-10.
 Rend Lake College advances to the semi-
finals, where it will face No. 8 Owens C.C. 
(OH) (26-8) at 6 p.m. Friday.

   2 , 2 1

 DANVILLE  –  Sophomore Bronson       
Verhines scored 18 points on 8-of-12 shoot-
ing and pulled down 15 rebounds, while 
Montez Buford had 15 points to lead five 
players in double figures as No. 4 Rend Lake 
College downed Cecil College (MD), 98-75, 
on Tuesday in the first round of the NJCAA 
Division II Men’s Basketball National Tour-
nament on Tuesday.
 Cortez Macklin had 13 points and pulled 
down six boards, Dawson Verhines scored 
12 points and Noel Allen scored 10 for the 
Warriors, who led 49-37 at the half and shot 
40 percent from 3-point range.
 Rend Lake shot 50 percent from the field 
and outrebounded the Seahawks, 61-35, 25 
of them being offensive rebounds.
 The Warrior bench outscored Cecil, 41-10, 
and the defense was stout, holding Cecil to 
34 percent shooting. 
 Rend Lake College scored 62 of its 98 
points inside.
 The Warriors advance to play against No. 
5 South Suburban College at 8 p.m. today 

in a rematch from earlier this season in No-
vember, when the Warriors won, 76-68.

LALANG’S HEIR APPARENT Â
Kenya does it again:  Most decorated
Stephen Sambu 10-time NJCAA Champ

      22, 2 1

 On Friday (June 18), Rend Lake College 
said goodbye to its most decorated student-
athlete in more than 40 years of Warrior 
athletics. 
 Stephen Sambu won his ninth and 10th 
individual National Championships at RLC 
by taking first place in the NJCAA Outdoor 
Track and Field 5K and 10K Runs on May 22, 
in Hutchinson, KS.  He also was All-America 
x 13 with three other Top Five finishes.
 That makes Sambu the most decorated 
Warrior in history, with 10 National titles 
–  a ring for each finger (and thumb!). He 
boarded a plane bound for Tucson, AZ, 
early Friday morning to start his career 
under Wildcats Head Coach James Li at the 
University of Arizona. 
 The 5-foot-8 Sambu, 21, of Eldoret, Ke-
nya, is a two-time NJCAA national Cross-
Country champion who led RLC to the team 
title last Fall. From the moment he won his 
first National Cross-Country title in No-
vember 2008, college coaches from across 
the country put a big target on his back. 
 But with the pressure, Sambu thrived 
and went on to win every national race he 
entered except three  –  the Indoor 3K (third) 
and Mile (fifth) as a freshman, and this year 
in the Indoor Mile, in which he was runner-
up.  
 In addition to his two Cross-Country 
crowns, he holds Track and Field champi-
onship hardware in the 2009 Indoor 5K and 
Outdoor 5K, 10K and 4x800M Relay;  and in 
the 2010 Indoor 3K and 5K, and Outdoor 5K 
and 10K.  He was named Co-Track Athlete 
of the Meet at the 2009 Outdoor National 
Championships. 
 His accomplishments at RLC go on 
and on. Earlier this year, Sambu set the 
national record in the Indoor 5K. With a 
time of 13:51.59, he became the all-time 
fastest junior college 5K runner in history. 
It happened on Friday, February 12 at the 
University of Arkansas Tyson Invitational.
 In February, he signed a national letter 
of intent to run for the NCAA Division I 
Wildcats starting this coming Fall.  He said 
while it is an exciting adventure, he will miss 
everything about the place he has called 
home for more than two years. 

SOFTBALL
eas  all  e all

   Coach DAVE ELLINGSWORTH
       2  eas s     -  ( 4) 
2 1 -1    7-17  7-17
2 14-1   29-2  29-2
2 1 -14  2 -  2 -
2 12-1   2 -2  2 -2
2 11-12  17-  17-
2 1 -11  12-24 12-24
2 9-1  12-   24-2  - 1
2 - 9 1 -  9 1 -  2 - 9
2 7-  1 -  9 24-2  4 -
2 - 7 1 -   -2  4- 1
2 -  1 -1  2 -2  -4
2 4-   11-1   2 -   7-4
2 - 4 1 -19 2 -29 -4
2 2-   17-1  2 -24  4 - 4
2 1- 2 19-   2 -1  47-2
2 - 1  14-11  2 -22  42-
99-2  24-12 4-1  -2
199 -99 1 -  9  2 -2   -29
1997-9  1 -11 27-2  4 - 1
199 -97 29-   2-1  1-21
199 -9  1 -   1-1  4 -21
1994-9  12-  9 2 -12 7-21
199 -94 -  9 27-   -17 
   es 2 -17  9 - 1

   Coach JIM WAUGH
       12 eas s     21 -1  ( 9 )
1992-9  -   12-  7 2 -1
1991-92 1 -   2 -11 -14
199 -91 11-   22-  7 -1
19 9-9  9-  2 1 -12 22-14
19 - 9  1 -12 1 -12
19 7-   2 -1  2 -1
19 - 7  2 -17 2 -17
19 -   -1  -1
19 4-    
19 - 4  4-11 4-11
19 2-   9-17 9-17
19 1- 2  24-  9 24-  9

-1  17 -1 4

   Coach SHLONDA HORTON
19 - 1  2 -   2 -  

   Coach JOHN KRETZ
        eas s    2 -2  ( )
1979-   1 -   1 -  
197 -79  1 -   1 -  
1977-7    -1  -1

 LADY WARRIOR TOTALS
39 seasons, W-1,030 / L-793 (.565)

NJCAA Championship
199 -9  t  (1-2)
Region XXIV Tournament 
199 -9  a
2 - 7 e -
2 2-  e -
2 1- 2 e -

    92, 9 , , 1, , , 1
Region IV (State) Tournament 
19 - 1 - la e
GRAC STANDINGS
99-2  a   (12-2, t e)
199 -94 a   (1 -1)
2 1- 2 e -   (11- )
2 1 -1  - la e  (21-11)
2 2-  - la e  (17- )
SICC STANDINGS
1979-  a
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“I don’t want to leave, but I can’t stay,” 
an emotional Sambu said last week at the 
college.  “It is my time to leave.  My last two 
years, I have enjoyed everything. Classes, 
the community, everything. [Former Warrior 
Coach and Athletic Director Brent McLain] 
did a lot of things for me. He helped me a 
lot. I will not forget Vickie [Simpson] and 
Pastor Mark Minor and the family at Whit-
tington Church. They took care of me. They 
are like our parents over here. I will never 
forget them.” 
 For every bit of quality he offers on the 
course, he shows even more excellence 
away from athletics. Sambu is a genuine, 
exceptional person who loves life and those 
closest to him. 
 As a testament to that:  One of his fingers 
will not be wearing a National Champion-
ship ring.  He gave it to Brenda Moore, a cus-
todian at the college.  He said it was to show 
respect and appreciation for the way she 
looked out for him and his fellow Kenyan 
athletes while they worked alongside her as 
members of the part-time Maintenance staff. 
 Moving from Kenya to Southern Illinois 
in 2008 was not without difficulty.  He had 
to adjust to living in a new place and worked 
hard to succeed in an American classroom.
 Last year, his cousin was gunned down 
by rebels while visiting Sambu’s aunt in 
Kenya. “We don’t even know who killed 
him,” he said. “That really makes it hard to 
be gone.  But I call.  I call my mother and 
father every weekend or every two weeks. 
It is expensive for me to call every day.” 
 His accomplishments in the U.S. are a 
source of pride and happiness for his family, 
he said. 
 “They are very, very happy.  I’m the only 
one here.  They are very, very proud of me.”
 He wants to run professionally after 
Arizona, but his focus now is on education 
first and athletics second, he said.  His plan 
is to couple Business Management and Eco-
nomics degrees toward a career running his 
own business.  He is also planning to visit 
Eldoret next December. 
 Sambu said he feels like he did what 
he came to do at RLC, which gives him a 
wonderful feeling of accomplishment. 

 “It really feels good. Everything in my 
two years in junior college has made me 
really happy.  I have a lot of friends now.”
 He knew some RLC student-athletes 
before arriving in 2008 – Peter Kiplagat, 
Julia Sambu (Texas A&M Corpus Christi), 
Lilian Lagat and Boaz Lalang (Adidas).  But 
he became friends with many other Kenyan 
and American students while attending the 
college. Some Kenyan students he became
friends with at RLC include Peter Sigilai 
(Tennessee), Dey Tuach Dey (Arkansas), 
Matthew Kotut (Texas A&M Pan-American), 
Ben Cheruiyot (Auburn), Elkanah Kibet 
(Auburn) and Robert Kapsoiyo. 
 Sambu was discovered while at Biwott 
Secondary School in 2006. He was training 
at his brother’s running camp for women. 
After being noticed by recruiters, Sambu 
was asked if he wanted to go to school in the 
U.S. on a running scholarship. He quickly 
relocated to a training camp where student-
athletes go through time trials. It only took 
him one 5K to qualify for an athletic scholar-
ship in the states. 
 If it had not been for a communication 
problem with the U.S. Embassy and another 
community college Sambu had been ac-
cepted to, he may never have become a War-
rior.  He left the Embassy, unsure of what 
had happened, but was soon contacted by 
Kibet, Lalang and McLain, who convinced 
Sambu to enroll at RLC. 
 Forecasted state funding shortfalls for 
RLC next year are endangering the possi-
bilities of other Kenyan athletes following 
in Sambu’s footsteps. Already the college 
has been compelled to put a hold on future 
scholarships for international student-
athletes. 
 RLC President Charley D. Holstein 
commented on the situation, calling it a 
“one-year moratorium” on international 
recruiting at RLC in response to forecasted 
shortfalls in state funding and the overall 
number of international athletes at the col-
lege. 
 “I hope that will change,” Sambu said. 
“There are a lot of students who want to 
come to America. In Kenya, there are a lot 
of guys like me. They can run like me. It’s 
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not good if they don’t get the chance to get 
an education the way we have. If they get 
the chance to come to Rend Lake or another 
school, they know it’s a once in a lifetime 
chance.” 

“With few exceptions, our international 
athletes have contributed significantly 
to our athletic programs, have excelled 
academically, and have been contributing 
members of our communities,” Holstein 
said. “Beyond their athletic prowess and 
academic excellence, they bring cultural di-
versity which, from my experience, they are 
more than willing to share with their fellow 
students and fellow community members 
alike.” 

Sambu graduated this Spring with his 
Associate Degrees in Arts and Science.

Last week, he learned that being a Na-
tional Champion gets him an automatic 
induction into RLC’s Sports Hall of Fame 
in five years.  He will be on the hook for a 
homecoming at his alma mater around 2014. 
 “That feels great.  I feel honored,” he said.

     B  2 1

 TERRE HAUTE, IN  –  Rend Lake College
Cross-Country National Champion Stephen 
Sambu is making a huge impact at the 
University of Arizona. The junior Wildcat 
was runner-up in his first NCAA Division I 
Cross-Country Championships Monday.

Sambu was defeated only by senior 
favorite Sam Chelanga of Liberty Univer-
sity. Chelanga is the defending National 
Champ and current National Outdoor 10K 
record holder.  Sambu ran step for step with 
Chelanga for 6.1 miles before getting out-
kicked in the last 400 feet of the 10K race. 
The 22-year-old’s time of 29:26.5 was just 4.4 
seconds away from winning.
 Former Warriors Dey Tuach Dey and 
2007 NJCAA National Champ Ben Cheru-
iyot also qualified to compete at the meet. 
Tuach (Arkansas) ran a 31:40 for 156th and 
Cheruiyot (Auburn) ran a 31:17 for 111th.
 Pasca Cheruiyot, a former Lady Warrior 
who won the NJCAA Cross-Country title 
in 2007, also ran at the NCAA finals. She 
finished the 6K race in 20:30.7 for 17th and 
helped Florida State to second place.
 The meet’s close proximity allowed RLC 
Cross-Country and Track and Field Coach 
Eric Alberter to attend with former Coach 
Brent McLain.  Alberter said they were able 
to speak with Sambu, Tuach and Cheruiyot.
 “I was so happy to see him,” Sambu said 
of McLain, who coached the international 
phenom in back-to-back National Cross- 

Country Championships. Alberter was not 
surprised when Sambu emerged in the final 
mile and a half as a contender for the crown.
 “He’s just that good,” Alberter said. 
“He’s one of those guys who . . . makes 
coaches look good because of how talented 
he is.”
 Alberter admitted he was nervous at the 
start of the race.
 “I almost felt like I was coaching. I was 
excited about Stephen’s chance to win and 
about Dey and Ben being in there as quali-
fiers. Then, when the lead pack went out 
and Stephen was in it, our energy level was 
through the roof.  It is what we thought was 
going to happen. Later in the race, there 
were less guys in the pack and Stephen was 
one of them.  
 “And in the last mile and a half, it was 
just Stephen and Chelanga in there. That’s 
when I really got nervous. Stephen had a 
shot to win it and it came down to a kick. 
Chelanga just had a little bit more on that 
day.  It was a great race.  I think [Sambu] was 
happy and disappointed at the same time. 
I hope he finds time to enjoy the fact that
getting second at that meet is incredible.”
 Crossing the finish line in second place 
was bittersweet for Sambu, who said Tues-
day he spoke with Chelanga afterward 
about the race and the future.  Sambu did 
not say much about the race. He did men-
tion a difficult headwind down the stretch. 
Wind gusts reportedly reached 25 miles per 
hour in Terre Haute on Monday. He told AU 
Sports Information he tried to pull away 
from Chelanga a couple of times, but “he 
was just too strong.”
 According to U. of A. officials, Sambu’s 
runner-up finish, in only his second 10K 
race against NCAA D-I opponents, was the 
third-best finish in program history and the 
best since 1994. He finished runner-up by 
just six hundredths of a second to Portland’s 
Trevor Dunbar last week at the NCAA West 
Regional Championships in Oregon.
 Sambu said he is enjoying campus life 
and classes at Arizona and he is doing well 
academically.  The weather is not a bad 
change from Southern Illinois winters either, 
he laughed.  The Arizona desert is more 
like his home of Kaptagat, Kenya, which he 
plans to visit in December of next year.
 “We go running early in the morning 
here,” he commented.  “It’s beautiful.”
UPDATE:    B  2 12

STEPHEN SAMBU ~ UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA 
Fall 2010 Cross-Country
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2012 LONDON OLYMPICS Â
Two-time National Sprint Champ Bailey
represents USA alongside Usain Bolt

  

Ryan Bailey came along the year after 
Boaz Lalang, and it would appear Bailey has 
been trying very hard ever since to follow 
in Lalang’s footsteps.
 But the tall, muscular Bailey following in 
Lalang’s prints on a running track might be 
a stretch.  Chances are he might be winded 
long before catching up.  
 The same could be said for the rail-thin 
Lalang if he were ever to attempt to take 
flight in pursuit of Bailey.  Granted, he prob-
ably would surpass him eventually, but no 
doubt it would take him awhile to do so.
 There is no denying the similarities, 
however, even though Kenya-born Lalang 
is a middle-distance specialist who spent 
the summer following his freshman season 

taking his adopted RLC Family with him 
to the Olympic Games in 2008 and Sprinter 
Bailey three years after his departure from 
Ina stamped himself as the fifth-fastest man 
in the world as an Olympiad representing 
the USA.   
 Look no further than the Beijing Olym-
pics in 2008, when 800-Meter Man Lalang 
took INA to  as a member of Kenya’s dis-
tance running powerpack.  He boasted one 
of the eight fastest qualifying times but was 
denied a berth in the finals  by the top two 
automatic competitors in a slower heat.
 Rend Lake College boasted its second 
Olympian just four years later, when Bailey 
surprised nearly everyone but himself by 
earning the third spot on the USA 100M 
squad behind two veterans.  In the London 
Games, Jamaica captured 1-2 behind the 
incomparable Usain Bolt and Yohan Blake, 
with Americans 3-5 behind 2004 Athens 
Champ Justin Gatlin, U.S. record-holder 
Tyson Gay recovering from hip surgery 
and the unknown Bailey, whose time of 9.88 
might have taken every Olympic Final save 
for the two Lightning Bolts of 2008 and 2012.

      2 12

USA sprinter Ryan Bailey’s road to the 
2012 London Olympics included a stop in 
Southern Illinois. 
    The 6-foot-4, 216-pound Bailey spent 
a year running for the Warriors at Rend 
Lake College. It was there he won National 
Championship hardware in two events and 
gained the attention that spawned a coveted 
contract with Nike.  It was quite a year.  
 But no one  –  except Bailey  –  saw what 
was coming. 
    Last month, the 23-year-old secured his 
spot on the U.S. Olympic sprint team by 
finishing third behind Justin Gatlin and 
Tyson Gay in the 100 Meters at the U.S. 
Olympic Trials. 
 From a swank Monte Carlo hotel on 
Wednesday, Bailey told Yahoo!Sports blog-
ger Jeff Eisenberg, “A lot of people didn’t 
know who I was until I made the team.” A 
week before, Bailey told the UK Daily Mail, 
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Coach Ronnie Ressel guided squad to 
first-ever win over John A. Logan, share 
of GRAC Championship. / 199 -97
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(Cote d’Ivoire) and Justyn Warner (Canada) 
advanced by placing top three.  With Bailey 
setting such a fast pace, two more runners 
qualified from the same heat  –  Kemar 
Hyman (Cayman Islands) and Suwaibou 
Sanneh (Gambia).  
 Other qualifying heats were paced by 
defending champion Usain Bolt (Jamaica) 
in 10.09, Yohan Blake (Jamaica) in 10.0, 
Asafa Powell (Jamaica) in 10.04 and Dwain
Chambers (Great Britain) in 10.02.   

  , 2 12
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 LONDON  –  Usain Bolt defended his 
men’s 100m title in stunning style at London 
2012, winning Sunday’s final in an Olympic 
record time of 9.63 seconds. 
 The Jamaican, who holds the world re-
cord, finished ahead of countryman Yohan 
Blake and American Justin Gatlin. 
 Seven of the eight finalists ran under 10 
seconds in what was the fastest Olympic 
100m final in history. 
 But Bolt came home first, clocking the 
second quickest time in history in front of 
an 80,000-capacity crowd.  Blake equalled 
his personal best of 9.75 in second, with 
2004 Olympic Champion Gatlin also setting 
a new personal best of 9.79 as he took the 
Bronze.
 Close behind were recovering USA 
veteran Tyson Gay, the American record-
holder in the 100 and the 2007 World Games 
champion in both the 100 and 200 who had 
hip surgery in the past year, fourth in 9.80 
and rising star Ryan Bailey of the USA fifth 
in 9.88.
 Then came Churandy Martina (Nether-
lands) in 9.94, Richard Thompson (Trinidad 
and Tobago) in 9.98 and Jamaican veteran 
Asafa Powell, who settled for 11.99 after 
injuring his groin. 
 Bolt had come into London 2012 with 
doubts about his fitness and his form, hav-
ing been beaten by Blake in the Jamaican 
trials. But he made it successive Olympic 
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“I keep hearing all the time, ‘I can’t believe 
you made the team.’  I knew I was going to 
make it.  I had no doubt.”
    At RLC, Bailey won the Indoor 55M in 
6.20 and the Outdoor 100M in 10.07 at the 
2009 National Junior College Athletic As-
sociation Men’s Division I Track and Field 
Championships. 
 His times are still records at Rend Lake 
College  –  20.45 in the 200M, 6.20 in the 
55M, 6.69 in the 60M and 10.05 in the 100M. 
He signed with Nike in 2009 and set a per-
sonal best of 9.88 in the 100M the following 
year.  His 9.93 to qualify for the Olympics 
beat fourth-place Mike Rodgers by one-
hundredth of a second.  
     His troubled past  –  stretches of home-
lessness with his ailing mother, school sus-
pensions and being stabbed by a rival gang 
member  –  are now far behind Bailey.  What 
lies ahead of the big sprinter from McKay 
High in Oregon is his biggest race ever.  With 
the world watching, Bailey will take the 
Olympic stage for the 100M preliminaries on 
Saturday, August 4, alongside Yohan Blake, 
Gatlin, Gay and World Record-holder Usain 
Bolt, among others.

      4, 2 12

Former Rend Lake College Sprinter Ryan 
Bailey ran the fastest preliminary time Sat-
urday morning in London, advancing to the 
100M Dash Semifinals on Sunday.
 Bailey’s time of 9.88 seconds tied his 
personal best and outpaced runners of all 
seven heats  –  including Jamaican World 
Record-holder Usain Bolt  –  Saturday at 
Olympic Stadium.  Reports stated it was the 
fastest first-round Men’s 100M qualifying 
time in Olympic history.
 Bailey, of Eugene, OR, and a graduate of 
McKay High School, will run in the 100M 
Semifinal Sunday at 1:45 p.m. (CST).  If Bai-
ley qualifies for the final he will run at 3:50 
p.m. CST on Sunday.  It will be the premier 
event of the London Olympics.  Both races 
are scheduled to air live on NBC.
 “I just wanted to get out there and run 
my heat,” the 23-year-old Bailey told the 
international press Saturday morning.  “I 
knew that if I stayed healthy I’d be okay.  It 
was surprisingly easy.  There is no pressure 
on me whatsoever.  I really focus on myself 
and I’m not aware of anyone else.”
 Tyson Gay (USA) in 10.08 led three quali-
fiers from the first heat, while Justin Gatlin 
(USA) in 9.97 did likewise in the second 
heat.  
 In Heat No. 3, Bailey, Ben Youssef Meit
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titles in the 100M and can win a further two 
Golds in the 200M and 4x100M Relay. 
 “I was slightly worried about my start,” 
he told BBC Sport.  “It was not the best re-
action in the world, but I stopped worrying 
about it and executed it and it worked.” 

Asked to respond to the doubters, Bolt 
said, “I’m not concerned. I’ve said it from the 
start, people can talk, all they can do is talk.  
When it comes to the championships, it’s all 
about business to me  –  and I brought it.”

Bolt also praised the atmosphere inside 
the Olympic Stadium. “It was wonderful,” 
said the 25-year-old. “I knew it was going 
to be like this. There wasn’t a doubt in my 
mind that it was going to be loud and it was 
going to be great. 

“You can feel that energy, so I feel ex-
tremely good and I’m happy.” 
 Former Olympic 200M/400M champion
Michael Johnson, now a pundit for the BBC, 
said Bolt had handled the occasion well. 

“He was under a bit of pressure, but his 
technique looked better than it has recently,” 
said Johnson.  “It wasn’t a great start but it 
didn’t need to be.  Bolt is the best there has 
ever been, there is no doubt about it.”

e t st ,    11, 2 12

Usain Bolt put an explanation point on 
his performance at the London Olympics 
with another Gold Medal and another World 
Record.

Running the anchor leg in the Men’s 
4x100-Meter Relay, Bolt helped the Jamaican 
team win in 36.84 seconds.  Just days after 
declaring himself “the greatest athlete to 
live,” the charismatic 25-year-old sprinter 
went back to work bolstering his argument.
 Bolt received the baton from Blake and 
then left behind Ryan Bailey of the U.S. to 
reach the finish line ahead of the field.  
 Canada finished the race third but was 
disqualified, giving the Bronze to Trinidad 
and Tobago.
 Nesta Carter ran the opening leg for Ja-
maica, followed by Michael Frater.  Neither 
sprinter had previously competed during 
the London Games.  The two runners who 
next carried the baton for Jamaica, however, 
have made frequent appearances on the 
medal stand:  Yohan Blake and Bolt.

 Blake finished runner-up to Bolt in the 
100M and 200M before running up behind 
him during the relay with the baton.  After 
a clean transition, Bolt blew open what had 
been a tight race between the U.S. runners 
and Jamaica.
 “I knew it was over when I saw Yohan 
catching Tyson Gay,” Bolt told reporters 
after the race.  “I knew it was over because 
I knew Bailey could not outrun me on the 
straight.” 
 Trell Kimmons led off for the U.S. team, 
making his first appearance of the Games.  
He was followed by Justin Gatlin and Gay, 
who both finished behind Bolt and Blake in 
the 100.  
 When Gay passed the baton to Bailey, 
the United States was running neck and 
neck with Jamaica, but the long strides of 
the 6-5 Bolt opened up a gap along that final 
straightaway.
 The U.S. time of 37.04 seconds matches 
the previous World Record set by Jamaica 
at the last Olympics, a mark smashed by 
Jamaica in 2012.  Bolt ran the third leg as 
the quartet of Jamaican runners set that 
standard.
 After the 4x100M Relay, Bailey wasn’t 
calling Bolt a “legend,” but he was nonethe-
less awestruck  –  and calling him something 
else.  “Wow.  He’s a monster,” Bailey told 
The Associated Press of his admiration for 
the self-proclaimed “legend,” Bolt.  “He’s a 
monster.”       

LONDON WRAP-UP Â
Bailey ‘came to us quickly and left
. . . quickly. That’s just the way it is.’ 

      1 , 2 12

Former Rend Lake College runner Ryan 
Bailey became the first Warrior to win an 
Olympic medal when he anchored the USA 
4 x 100-Meter Relay Team to Silver Saturday 
in London. 
    Bailey and relay teammates Trell Kim-
mons, Tyson Gay and Justin Gatlin had to tie 
the world record to get Silver. The team from 
Jamaica took gold with a record of :36.84. 
 The race aired in prime time Saturday 
night on NBC  –  hours after 80,000 afternoon 
spectators watched the finish from their seats 
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Lady Warriors ‘Coach’ 
to play volleyball at SIU
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RLC Golf Coach Smith
officer in NJCAA group
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 X-COUNTRY FIRSTSo 
RLC Men, Ian Hornabrook

both claim NJCAA D-II
National Cross-Country 
crowns. / November 2001

 
SOFTBALL CHAMPSo 
Coach Dave Ellingsworth

 Co. GRAC co-champions 
at 12-2. / Spring 2000

 REGION BASEBALL TITLEo 
Draft pick Neal Frendling
leads 37-22 team to Region
crown, hosting of Northern
District Finals. / Spring 1999
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at sold-out Olympic Stadium in London.  A 
good start by Kimmons and quick split from 
Gatlin put team USA in the lead.  In the third 
leg, Jamaica’s 100M Silver Medalist Yohan 
Blake gained ground on Gay. 
    Bailey grabbed the baton a split-second 
behind the Jamaican exchange from Blake 
to 100M World Record-holder Usain Bolt.  
And Bolt did what Bolt does best  –  break 
records and win gold medals. 
     It was Day 15 of the 2012 Olympic Games 
in England. Bailey had taken fifth place 
in the 100M Dash just a week before. He 
tied his personal best of 9.88, finishing just 
behind Gay in fourth and Bronze Medalist 
Gatlin.  Bolt’s Gold Medal time of 9.63 in
the 100M broke his 2008 Olympic record of 
9.69.  He holds the 100M world record of 
9.58, which he set in 2009.
    Bailey lobbied for the anchor position on 
the relay team, reports stated.  After the race, 
he told Register Guard (OR) Reporter Curtis 
Anderson, “I was ready for the stick to get 
to me, and when it finally did, I was running 
for my life, trying to hold on as best I could.”
     Running changed Kennith Ryan Bailey’s 
life long before London. He grew up in 
Salem, OR, and attended McKay High. He 
played football there and got a late start in 
track and field after catching the eye of the 
team’s coach. 
 While at McKay, Bailey was repeatedly 
stabbed by a rival gang member, suspended 
from school and battled stints of homeless-
ness with his sick, single mother. Reports 
state they lived in her car from time to 
time, while his step-father served a prison 
sentence.  
    After winning Oregon state titles in the 
100M and 200M, Bailey placed third in the 
100M at the U.S. Junior Championships in 
2008.  
 But he was not qualified for the NCAA 
and Oregon did not have a strong commu-
nity college program for sprinters. Rend 
Lake College was fresh off winning the 
NJCAA Indoor National Championship 
when former RLC Track and Field Coach 
Brent McLain was first introduced to the 
stout sprinter from Salem.  
     “I was at the Oregon Twilight with Boaz 
(Lalang),” said McLain. Lalang, who ran 
the 800M for Kenya in Beijing four years 
ago, is RLC’s only other Olympian. “Boaz 
ran the fastest collegiate time in the country 
and afterward Ryan’s coaches came up and 
introduced themselves.  They wanted to 
know if we were interested in him.”

     Bailey did not come to RLC right away. 
McLain said Bailey’s son was due to be born.  
     “I got a call from him around Christmas 
2008.  He said it was time he started go-
ing to college.  It was exciting.  I mean, we 
were pretty blessed.  The first track meet we 
took him to was in Indiana and Michigan’s 
defending Big 10 Conference champ in the 
Indoor 50M and Outdoor 100M was there. 
Ryan beat him pretty bad.  From then on, he 
beat everyone pretty bad.” 
     Bailey won national titles for Rend Lake 
College in the Indoor 55M and the Outdoor 
100M in 2009.  He won the Outdoor 100M 
in 10.07 seconds. Nike scouts were in the 
stands that day in Hutchinson, KS. They 
were there to check out the guy Bailey beat.
     “They came and asked us where we were 
going to eat after the meet,” McLain said. 
     Before the coffee cooled, Bailey had com-
mitted. He officially signed with Nike later 
that summer and by 2010 he had lowered his 
personal best in the 100M to 9.88 seconds. 
This past June, the 23-year-old secured his 
spot on the U.S. Olympic sprint team by 
finishing third behind Gatlin and Gay in the 
100M at the U.S. Olympic Trials.
     “He came to us quickly and left pretty 
quickly,” McLain said.  “That’s just the way 
it is.”
     McLain said Gay’s coach sent a spread of 
workouts for Bailey and other RLC runners 
to try each week. 
     “Ryan trained hard,” said McLain. “He 
was very disciplined. You know, every-
body’s talking about Gay and Gatlin now. 
But Ryan is young.  He’ll be a headliner in 
‘16 in Rio.  He is going to be flirting with the 
record.  He is going to be very good.”
     “It’s been an amazing experience,” Bailey 
told Anderson. “I just have to learn how to 
run relaxed, worry about myself and not 
focus on other people.  Once I do that, I think 
things will be good.”

MEN’S GOLF Â
Leroy David riffin goes to head of class
as first CAA individual medalist in ’09

      22, 2 9

 SCOTTSBORO, AL  –  Seventy-two holes 
and 283 swings of the golf club just were 
not quite enough to decide who would be 
the NJCAA Division II Men’s Golf National 
Champion this year. 
 The final round over the 7,100-yard, par-
72 Goose Pond Colony course ended in a 
three-way tie for first place as Rend Lake 
College Sophomore David Griffin, Darton 

 -  - 

Jackie Smith’s record
90.2% FT fifth in nation
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Men’s Basketball leads
nation in FT in ’98-99
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(GA) College’s Jin Chung and Brian Affleck 
of Potomac State (WV) took to the tee box 
for a sudden-death, winner-take-all playoff. 
 Griffin (Effingham/St. Anthony H.S.) 
parred both holes, knocking out Affleck 
on the first after he three-putted and then 
Chung, who chucked his approach shot on 
the second, to become Rend Lake’s first-ever 
Men’s Golf National Champion. 
 “It’s an amazing feeling to be able to spit 
again,” he joked just minutes before receiv-
ing his medalist trophy.  “I couldn’t build up 
any spit in my mouth for about 10 minutes.” 
 “It was fun to watch,” a speechless RLC 
Head Coach Dave Smith said. 
 Griffin, who was a member of the tourna-
ment’s first threesome to tee-off, came out of 
the gates with an astounding, six-under 66 
in the first round Tuesday and held on to the 
lead through Wednesday with a two-under 
par 70 to follow up. He fell behind Affleck by 
two strokes with a 76 Thursday and forced 
the playoff with a 71 on Friday (their 283 
totals represented five strokes under par). 
 He said holding on to the lead was a feel-
ing he was not used to.  The first-round 66 
is the best he has ever shot on a golf course 
. . . tournament or not. 
 The PING All-American and NJCAA All-
Region IV golfer qualified for the national 
tournament by placing third at the Region 

IV Tournament earlier this month.
 The playoff reminded him of the Region 

IV Tournament, he said. “I stuck it close 
there and I just tried to do the same thing. I 
tried to get the same feel as I did at Regions.” 
 “It’s an incredible feeling,” his father, 
Lee, said of watching his son win the nation-
al championship. “It was a nerve-racking 
week but it has been worth it. He made it 
exciting.” 
 “He played well all spring and I thought 
there was a good chance he would be an 
All-American here,” Smith said. “But to 
come out and win the whole thing  –  that’s 
incredible.”
 For his efforts, Griffin was presented with 
the Arnold Palmer Award, a large wood 
plaque donated by Callaway Golf and the 
Golf Coaches Association of America. 

 Even after playing well this spring and 
earning medalist honors at multiple tourna-
ments this season, Griffin felt the best was 
yet to come and gambled on his future. With 
a list of recruiters calling, he put them all on 
hold and rolled his dice to see what his per-
formance on the national stage could mean 
for the LeRoy David Griffin stock. Needless 
to say, the value has gone up. 
 He is the 2009 RLC Male Scholar Athlete 
of the Year and is a shoe-in for NJCAA Dis-
tinguished Academic All-American with a 
cumulative 3.94 GPA on a 4.0 scale. He has 
also received an honorable mention for the 
Scholar Athlete Award from the National 
Alliance of Two-Year College Athletic Ad-
ministrators (NATYCAA). 
 Ryan Keller, a sophomore from Nash-
ville, and Jared Harp, a freshman from Ben-
ton, also represented RLC at the National 
Championships. Harp finished 27th with a 
298 (76-73-74-75) and Keller finished in a tie 
for 33rd with a 301 (75-76-75-75). 
 The Warriors came one shot short of 
qualifying as a team at the Region 24 
Tournament. That one stroke came in an 
unprecedented team playoff with Parkland 
College. The RLC trio of Griffin, Keller and 
Harp qualified for Nationals as individuals 
at the regional.
 Region IV Champion John A. Logan 
shot 296-284-295-286–1,161 to win the NJ-
CAA D-II National Championship by three 
shots over second-place Darton College.
 Volunteer Matt Smith paced the winners 
by finishing fourth overall, two behind the 
front-running threesome at 76-71-69-69–285.

CROSS-COUNTRY NATIONALS Â
Warriors add a fourth NJCAA crown,
the first as a D-  entry, behind  ibet

     B  , 2

 EL PASO, T   –  For the fourth time in 
school history, the Rend Lake College War-
riors Men’s Cross-Country Team is the best 
in the nation.
 The last time the team brought home the 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
Championship title was in 2003.  Since then, 
Division II has been deleted, making RLC 

2002     –    2003 2003     –    2004
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Does the name Coonce
mean anything to you? 
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 BALANCE LEADS TO THIRD CROSS-COUNTRY TITLEo 
Third straight NJCAA D-II National Championship 

in Men’s Cross-Country for Coach Brent McLain  Co.  
Depth leads to four Second-Team All-Americans ( -7-
9-10), three Third-Teamers (11-15-1 ). / November 2003

 MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY, HORNABROOK REPEATo 
Individual Champ Ian Hornabrook, Thomas Mc uade 

(3rd)  Friends repeat NJCAA Division II Men’s 
National Cross-Country crown. / November 2002

SECOND FOR MEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD
Men’s Indoor Track NJCAA Runner-up. / March 2003
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Matt Armstrong claims
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a Division I team in the sport.  With a D-I 
designation, competition is more fierce and 
winning a national title is more difficult. 
That did not stop the Warriors from bringing 
home the title from Texas.
 The team returned to the area Sunday 
afternoon after winning the 26-team event 
Saturday (November 4). Waiting for the 
champs at the college was a congratulatory 
reception and celebration.
 Leading the Warriors to victory, as he has 
done all season long, was freshman sensa-
tion Elkanah Kibet.
 Kibet (Kenya) ran the 8K (five-mile) 
course in 22 minutes 36 seconds, finishing 
in third place and on the All-American First 
Team for the NJCAA.  Coach Brent McLain 
said the course was “flat and fast” for “per-
fect running conditions.” 
 According to McLain, Kibet was out-
sprinted by first-place finisher and fellow 
Kenyan Tyson David at the finish line. Da-
vid, of Central Arizona Community College, 
finished with a time of 22:14.
 According to Kibet, he led the pack until 
the final kick where he was passed by David 
and one other runner.  His strategy was to 
match the pace of a top-ranked runner, but 
found out while running with him he was 
not as strong as Kibet or the rankings had 
predicted.  As the runner fell back, Kibet 
was alone in front, rethinking his strategy 
and resetting his pace, he said.
 Kibet recognized the outstanding team 
effort that clinched the title.  Every RLC 
runner set a personal record in El Paso.
 “It was a very excellent team effort,” he 
said. “Everybody ran his best and . . . just as 
I expected they would. It was a good course. 
The weather was good and we did it. We 
won it.”
 Steeve Gabart (Miami Shores, FL) fin-
ished in ninth, with a Second-Team All-
American time of 24:07.  He agreed the 
course was fast and the team stepped up.
 “My teammates pulled together,” he said.
 The Warriors’ total of 64 (those running 
as individuals do not count in team scor-
ing) was 10 points better than second-place 
CACC and 43 better than third-place Butler 
County (KS) Community College.  Defend-
ing Champion Central Arizona was bidding 
for a fourth crown in the last five seasons.
 Warriors runners who scored the vital 
points needed for the championship were 
Kibet;  Gabart;  Cory Currie (Ontario, 
Canada) with an 11th-place, Third-Team All-
American time of 24:24;  Kyle Cash (Gree-

nup) with a 19th-place, Coaches Association 
All-American Team time of 24:55;  Ahmed 
Mohamed (Carol Stream) with a 26th-place, 
Coaches Association All-American Team 
time of 25:16.
 Also running for the Warriors were Jeremy
Whitaker (Granite City), with a time of 26:12
in 67th place, and Trevor Popravak (Ft. My-
ers, FL), with a time of 26:26 for 77th place.
 McLain said this victory was the sweetest 
of all four earned by the outstanding RLC 
program. Regarding his team’s reaction, 
McLain said it was the most exciting run-
ning achievement for them to date. How-
ever, the pride runs deeper than the seven 
runners who brought home a championship.
 “This isn’t just for the team or the athlet-
ics program,” he said. “This one is for the 
entire Rend Lake College family. It’s for 
everyone who has supported us.”
 The Lady Warriors Cross-Country Team, 
under Coach Denny Myers, finished 20th 
out of 43 teams at the NJCAA Nationals. 
Sophomore Kim Beardwood (Ontario, 
Canada) led the team with a time of 20:53 
for 67th place in the 5K race.
 Beardwood was joined by Nikura Walls 
(Colp), 97;  Tasha Atchley (Roscoe), 108; 
Laura Johnston (Benton), 128, and Johnetta 
Hammond (Crawfordsville, IN), 137.

CROSS-COUNTRY NATIONALS Â
Second NJCAA Division I crown led
by frontrunner Sambu, team balance

B  14, 2 9

Running would have to be considered 
an individual sport, much like tennis and 
golf, since teammates have little or no direct 
impact on one’s performance.  

So give two-time NJCAA Men’s Cross-
Country National Champion Stephen 
Sambu of Rend Lake College his props.  The 
sophomore’s 24:00 clocking over the 8K (5-
mile) Newman Golf Course layout in Peoria
was :21 better than Henry Lelei of Central 
Arizona or by anyone else.
 In addition to the First-Team All-Amer-
ican (x 2), credit certainly is due also to 
fellow Warriors Dey Tuach and Matthew 
Kotut, sophomore  Honorable Mention All-
Americans who were 11th (25:21) and 13th 
(25:25), respectively, and Freshman Jacob 
Swearingen, 17th (25:47), in a field of 260.
 Each of those individual showings by 
RLC representatives was better than their 
“counterparts” from defending champion 
Paradise Valley Community College (AZ), 
with its top four efforts of 4-12-15-18.
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Champion-ship season
for NBA great Jordan
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Yet, without the 24th-place heroics of 
a freshman, Lewi Manirumva, Rend Lake 
College would not be a five-time NJCAA
Men’s Cross-Country National Champion 
at this time.
 The 26:18 clocking by Manirumva was 
not as good as the 19th-place showing by 
Paradise Valley’s No. 5 contender . . . not 
even as good as the non-counting 21st-place 
individual finish for the No. 6 Paradise 
Valley competitor. [Only the top five count 
toward team totals.]
 But it was good enough for Manirumva 
& Co. to edge Paradise Valley, 66-68.  Garden 
City (KS) was a distant third in team stand-
ings with 101 points.
 Scott Speare was 37th in 26:52 but did not 
figure in the scoring for the winners.
 The Men’s Cross-Country Championship 
followed those from 2001-03 in Division II 
and its first Division I crown in 2006.
 Sambu said everything went according 
to plan.  Sambu and the RLC Warriors both 
came into the finals ranked No. 1.
 “It was a nice race,” understated the soft-
spoken champion.
 The Lady Warriors entered rated No. 13 
in the country but finished in seventh-place 
for First-Year Head Coach Eric Alberter.
 Second-Team All-American Julia Sambu 
was sixth in 18:16, with Sarah Kimaiyo 15th, 
Nikki Smith 64th, Kali Bonner 67th and 
Courtney Orange 75th.
 “Going in, we knew we had some work 
to do,” Alberter commented.  “We knew 
what we had to do.  We came up with a race 
plan and the girls executed it to perfection.  
You can’t ask for much more than that.
 “They deserve this.  (Julia Sambu) was 
out there working hard every day, and her 
success really filtered down to the other 
runners.” 
 “Both teams had such a great day,” said 
veteran Men’s Head Coach Brent McLain.  
“We couldn’t ask for anything better.”         

2004     –    2005 2005     –    2006
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WOMEN’S SOFTBALL Â
RLC proves it belongs by winning
opener in NJCAA Fast-Pitch Tourney

      199

 GAME ONE  –  Rend Lake College was 
not content merely to play in its first NJCAA 
Women’s Fast-Pitch Softball Tournament.  
Coach Dave Ellingsworth’s squad wanted 
to make the most of the experience.
 So far, so good.
 The opportunistic Lady Warriors scored 
their first two runs on wild pitches, then 
scored the game-winner on a leadoff walk 
in the bottom of the sixth, two errors on one 
play and a sacrifice fly by Jaime Bernard 
(Wayne City) to eke out a 3-2 victory over 
upstate opponent South Suburban at the 
well-groomed Fun Valley Sports Complex.
 Angela Robinson (Johnston City) retired 
the side in order for the first time in the 
seventh to secure RLC’s 27th win in its last 
32 outings.  She yielded eight hits but only 
one earned run as the 46-19 Lady Warriors 
advanced to a Thursday evening winner’s 
bracket showdown with Lakeland (OH).
 The freshman-dominated gals from Ina 
won it without benefit of a hit in the sixth.  
Nicole Murray (Hurst / Herrin H.S.) walked 
and moved quickly across the diamond one 
out later when a grounder by Tanya Bird 
(Pinckneyville) was booted at third and the 
ensuing throw to first was high and glanced 
away, allowing both runners to move up.  A 
deep fly to left by Bernard followed.
 They also won it without benefit of a hit  
from anyone other than All-GRAC “Player 
of the Year” Jaymie Cowell (Brazil, IN).  She 
had all three RLC hits in a noon game played 
in sunny, 92-degree temperatures, with a 
strong wind blowing out throughout.
 GAME TWO  –  The script was in place 
for a rerun of their earlier, come-from-be-
hind win in an opening game of the NJCAA 
Finals:  a 1-0 first-inning lead, thanks again 
to the heroics of Jaymie Cowell, only to trail, 
2-1, after four innings.

 HO-HUM ... MEN SECOND ON INDOOR TRACK 
The Warriors were credited with their third 
runner-up showing in four years in the NJCAA 
Indoor Track and Field Championships. / March 200

 SIX REND LAKE COLLEGE ACADEMIC ‘TEAMS OF YEAR’ INCLUDE TOP-RATED WOMEN’S TENNISo 
Rend Lake College student-athletes combined for six Academic “Teams of The Year” honors for 2004-05, headed 

by the Women’s Tennis squad assembled by Coach Diane Metzger (3.51 GPA, first in the nation out of 12 teams 
honored).  Also:  Softball (3.40 GPA,  fourth-place tie out of 44 teams);  Women’s Golf (3.35 GPA, 4th/10);  

Women’s Basketball (3.32 GPA, 13th/32);  Volleyball (3.27 GPA, 21st/42), and Men’s Basketball (3.00 GPA, th/ ).

 RUNNER-UP MEN’S GOLF SHOWING UNEXPECTED 
After finishing third in Region IV, Warriors rally
late for second in NJCAA Men’s Golf Championships. 
LADY GOLFERS BEST-EVER FOURTH IN N.J.C.A.A. 
Surita Risseeuw (5th) leads highest finish. / May 2005

 R.L.C. TRACK FALLS SHORT INDOORS, 108.5-107o 
The runner-up Warriors got a 400M title from Jason 

Craig, four seconds and four thirds, but it was not 
enough to upset defending NJCAA Indoor Track 

Champ Barton Co., a 108.5-107 survivor. / March 2005

 -  - 

No MLB on T.V.: Champ, 
BFF M.J. on ESPN, CNN
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inning win over a young, resilient RLC team 
that refused to leave quietly.  Uhde’s homer 
to left on a one-out, 2-2 pitch in the top of 
the ninth inning proved decisive.

Oh, sure.  Cowell did prove human.  
After going 6-for-6 with an intentional pass 
in the first two games, Cowell did take a 
called third strike leading off against Indian 
Hills.  And her teammates did rally for three 
sixth-inning tallies after she popped out to 
begin the frame.
 But All-NJCAA Tournament selection 
Cowell homered to left in the third to slice 
a 2-0 deficit in half.  Inspired by the five-hit 
offense of the other Lady Warriors the pre-
vious inning, she then stroked a dramatic, 
one-out home run to center on an 0-1 pitch 
in the seventh to force extra innings.  It was 
her third home run in two days, 17th overall.
 She also doubled to center with one 
down in the ninth, after Uhde’s home run 
had given her team the lead, and raced to 
third on the next pitch  –  a wild one  –  to 
catcher Shanna Tolbert (Johnston City), who 
already had three hits.
 Cowell could do no more.  She remained 
at third, although she was nearly caught off 
base, as Tolbert’s smash up the middle was 
fielded by pitcher Tracee Collins and Tolbert 
was called out at first base on a disputed 
play.  Nicole Murray was then caught look-
ing at a called strike three on a 2-2 pitch 
Murray and many of the RLC faithful felt 
was outside.
 The Lady Warriors were finished at 31-13 
this spring, 46-21 coupled with the fall.  Both 
are team records.
 What Cowell could not get done, besides 
finding a way home in the ninth, was come 
to bat with runners on base.  In 12 NJCAA 
Tourney plate appearances, the Lady War-
rior leadoff hitter found runners on board 
just twice.  Once she singled the teammate 
to third, setting up the tying run in the win 
over South Suburban, and the other time she 
was walked intentionally.
 Cowell’s 9-for-11 performance included 
three home runs and two doubles, but only 
three RBIs.  Her .818 showing earned her a 
spot on the prestigious All-Tourney Team  
and raised her combined fall/spring season 
average to  .422 (95-225).  The futile double 
by Cowell gave her the single-season record 
for hits by a Lady Warrior, one better than 
All-American April Long a year ago.  She 
already owned records for doubles and 
home runs with 24 and 17, respectively.
 Unlike two previous games, this was not 
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But there would be no late magic this 
time for the RLC Lady Warriors, who got 
another 3-for-3 performance from Cowell
but left five runners in scoring position 
while losing to Lakeland (OH), 4-2, Thurs-
day evening in a winner’s bracket game of 
the double-elimination finals at a hot, windy 
Fun Valley Sports Complex in Hutchinson, 
KS.
 The setback sends the Region IV 
champs into a Friday morning test of sur-
vival with Indian Hills (IA), which lost 
Thursday morning to St. Louis-Meramec, 
6-2, before sending 37-4 Brookdale (NJ) 
home Thursday afternoon, 11-3.
 In contrast to their first-game win, the 
Lady Warriors outhit the Region II reps 
from Mentor, OH, 7-6, but could not seize
the moment by taking advantage of limited 
chances.  Lakeland even dropped a wind-
blown pop-up which should have ended 
the game, instead bringing the potential 
go-ahead run to the plate as a result of its 
first error, but winning pitcher Carol Sito 
slammed the door by retiring the next batter 
on a harmless pop-up in foul territory.
 For Lakeland, which combined half of its 
hits and one of two RLC miscues into a two-
run fourth, it was a 33rd win in 36 outings.  
A one-out home run to right-center in the 
top of the sixth by Lakeland’s Laurie Zagar 
added to that lead and, in essence, offset 
Cowell’s leadoff homer down the leftfield 
line.  Tamzen Montgomery (Marion) had a 
two-out, line-drive double to drive in Nicole 
Murray (Hurst) with her team’s only other 
run to trim a Lakeland lead to 3-2 in the 
bottom of the sixth.
 The winners stranded two baserunners, 
compared to eight for the Lady Warriors.
 GAME THREE  –  It seemed as if RLC 
Freshman Jaymie Cowell could do just 
about anything she wanted in a 24-hour 
period that coincided with the start of the 
1996 NJCAA Women’s National Fast-Pitch 
Softball Tournament and the Lady Warriors’ 
exit after three games of their first-ever ap-
pearance.
 Only those things she had no control 
over prevented the GRAC “MVP” and All-
Region IV leading vote-getter from car-
rying her teammates to an upset win over 
a hard-hitting, 60-9 Indian Hills (IA) squad 
Friday morning.
 Cowell’s equal, Indian Hills third base-
man Kelly Uhde, went 4-for-5, hit two home 
runs and drove in three to pace a 16-hit 
assault that finally produced a 6-5, extra-
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Hall-of-Famer Armstrong
’98 S.I. ‘Player of Year’
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a one-woman offensive display.  Coach Dave 
Ellingsworth shook up his lineup and got 
results  –  a 13-hit attack, with Tolbert and 
freshman shortstop Tanya Bird both provid-
ing three singles.  Four others hit safely as 
the team had three more hits than it totalled 
in the first two games.
 Third baseman Kimmy McNeal (Herrin) 
and rightfielder Kelley McCree (Herrin), 
both singled and scored runs in the loss.  
McCree had led off two innings and scored 
both runs in a 2-1 sectional triumph over 
their home district rival, John A. Logan, 
en route to the finals;  McNeal finished her 
freshman year tied for sixth all-time with 42 
runs scored and eighth in hits with 62.

                

 Top-ranked Palm Beach (FL), which 
early in the spring had to overcome a 3-2 
sixth-inning lead by a Lady Warrior team on 
spring break to win, 6-3, proved the pollsters 
correct by winning the 16-team finals.
 Palm Beach defeated Lakeland (OH),  
and defending champion Central Arizona, 
9-4, in a rain-delayed showdown between 
No. 1 and No. 2, then split with Central 
Arizona (60-9), losing its unbeaten status 
in an 11-5 decision before prevailing over 
an eight-time national champion which was 
out of pitching, 13-4.
 St. Louis-Meramec, which finished No. 
3 in the country after its elimination loss to 
Central Arizona, was a 12-8 loser to RLC in 
the Southern Illinois University Invitational.
 Of the 12 players on the Lady Warrior 
roster (Gina Atchison of Sesser was injured 
and did not play in the post-season), all but 
one  –  Cowell  –  were recruited from within 
a 45-minute or less ride from campus.

                

     27, 1997

The Rend Lake College Lady Warrior 
softball team will enter its spring season as 
the No. 7 team in the country, according to 
the National Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation rankings which appear in the Janu-
ary 1997 issue of FastPitch World magazine.

 The nationally recognized softball publi-
cation features U.S. Olympic standout and 
“Player of the Year” Dot Richardson on its 
January cover.
 Inside, perennial powers Palm Beach (FL) 
and Central Arizona are ranked 1-2 in the 
Juco ranks, with Rend Lake College at No. 
7.  The article cited eight returnees (seven in 
reality) and the defensive boost provided by 
four incoming freshmen for a team that went 
31-13 the previous spring and advanced to 
the NJCAA Fast Pitch National Champion-
ships.
 In the fall, the Lady Warriors defeated 
No. 5 Meramec, as well as U. of Alabama-
Huntsville, the team ranked No. 7 in NCAA
Division II.

MEN’S GOLF Â
From 1995 to 2006, only similarities
are NJCAA runner-up status for RLC

The Men’s Golf Team, coached for the last 
19 years by Dave Smith, has been a National 
Junior College Athletic Association Division 
II Championship runner-up twice  –  in
1995, the first of eight consecutive seasons
the Warriors qualified as a team based on 
Region IV Tournament performances, 
and again in 2005.
 End of similarities.
 The National Championship runner-up 
trophies may look identical, but their roads 
traveled to find permanent homes in display 
cases on the Ina campus are as different as 
night and day.
 Smith had accompanied individual 
qualifiers to Nationals four of his first five 
seasons as the Men’s Golf coach, yet the 
1994-95 squad was his first to advance af-
ter defeating second-place Parkland by six 
strokes in the Fall Region IV Tourney.
 “This team,” Smith boldly proclaimed, 
“has the potential to be a top five team in 
the country, especially if the freshmen keep 
improving.”
 Sophomore transfer Matt Armstrong, 
from Metropolis by way of Massac County 

2006     –    2007 2007     –    2008
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Kern, Carlock witness
record Big Mac homer
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 MEN/WOMEN THINCLADS BOTH INDOOR CHAMPS 
The RLC Men, led by four-time champ Boaz Lalang, 
and Women, featuring Pasca Cheruiyot and Jessica 
Merriweather, boast identical NJCAA Indoor Track 
and Field Championships. / March 2008

 WARRIOR ATHLETICS FOURTH IN NATIONAL CUP AWARD STANDINGS 
The RLC Athletic Program  –  11th in 2004-05 and 12th in 2005-0   –  elevates to 
fourth in the 2007-08 National Alliance of Two-Year College Athletic Administrators 
(NATYCAA) Cup Award for overall excellence with 130.5 points, behind No. 1 Johnson 
County (KS), 142.0, No. 2 Monroe (NY), 133.0, and No. 3 Butler County (KS), 132.0.

 LAKER GIRLS DANCE TEAM NATIONAL CHAMP 
The RLC Laker Girls Dance Team won its division in the 
National Dance Assn. U.S. Championships. / April 2007
MEN’S INDOOR TRACK/FIELD AGAIN SECOND 
Runner-up showing for third year in a row. / March 2007

 N.J.C.A.A. D-I HONORS FOR CROSS-COUNTRY MENo 
After NJCAA D-II titles in Fall 2001-03, Coach Brent
McLain’s Cross-Country team claimed its first Division 
I crown in its second opportunity, led by First-Team 

All-America Elkanah Kibet (3rd). / November 200

ATHLETICS TIMELINE



High School and Florida Southern College, 
“is a champion, as they all are,” Smith said 
of a team leader who showed up on campus 
a week before classes started and proceeded 
to win three fall tournaments.  “The other 
players know Matt is a winner and really 
look up to him.”

Rend Lake College was ranked No. 1 in 
the country early that spring, a tip of the 
golf hat to their accomplishments the pre-
vious fall.  Defending champion Tyler (T ) 
Junior College had displaced its unproven 
challenger at the top by the time the spring 
finals rolled around.  Tyler entered No. 1,
Texas rival Temple Jr. College was No. 2 and 
the Region IV champs from Illinois were 
No. 3.
 Despite playing in miserable conditions 
brought on by the presence nearby of Hur-
ricane Allison, the Rend Lake College Men’s 
Golf Team quickly warmed up to the idea 
of playing for the NJCAA championship.
 Warrior golfers overcame gusting winds 
and rain better than any of the other 13 
qualifiers to grab the first-round lead with 
a four-player, 18-hole total of 308 over the 
long, par-72 Champions Course.  Tyler was 
next at 312, followed by Temple at 314 and 
Indian Hills (IA) at 318.
 Armstrong and Freshman Brandon Auld 
(Nashville) paced the breakout leaders with 
identical scores of 37-39–76, good for a tie 
for fifth overall with three others.  Both RLC 
frontrunners played the difficult back-nine 
first before having to cope with the elements 
as the round continued.
 Ryan Cabbage of Walters State (TN) had 
a six-shot advantage over his closest pursuer 
after his four-under 68.
 Not far behind Armstrong and Auld were 
Jeremy May, a freshman from Staunton, at 
35-42–77, and Scott Johnson, a sophomore 
from Alton Marquette who played as an 
individual the previous year, at 37-42–79.  
Sophomore Bryan Drew (Benton) did not 
figure in the scoring;  he spent his NJCAA 
debut making up for a triple-bogey on the 
first hole and finished at 40-41–81.
 “Not too bad, considering,” Smith said 
of his charges.  “We were six over par as a 
team on the last hole or we would have done 
even better.  If not for that, we could really 
have jumped out to a big lead.”
 “I’d just as soon be in the lead,” he later 
added, not worrying about any pressures 
that status might carry with it.  “Let them 
chase us.  Our players can handle it.  But 
there is still a long way to go, and any 

number of teams are capable of winning this 
thing, including us.”
 The weather changed dramatically from 
one day to the next, but not the leadership 
after two rounds, much to the delight of 
frontrunning Rend Lake College.
 Coach Smith’s Region IV winners rep-
resented Illinois very well again Wednesday 
by carding a 291–599 total over the Bryan 
Park Players Course layout at the halfway 
points of their first National Championship.
 That was 17 strokes lower than the first 
day, thanks to ideal playing conditions, with 
only a gentle breeze, heat and humidity.
 But even with Armstrong registering a 
four-under 34-34–68 to move into second-
place in the medalist race, RLC did lose two 
strokes off its lead.  Brad Wessner’s 66 led 
Tyler to the day’s best round, 289, and a 601 
composite.  Indian Hills moved up to third 
at 292–610, while Grand Rapids (MI) moved 
in to fourth at 296–614.  Temple was fifth at 
619.
 Armstrong, headed for the University of 
Mississippi next season on a golf scholar-
ship, is bidding for his seventh individual 
title during the past fall and spring seasons.  
He eagled No. 12,  coming within four feet 
of the hole on his 230-yard approach, and 
added four birdies.
 “Matt had a real solid round, but he still 
didn’t make any putts to speak of,” Smith 
said.  “If he keeps playing the way he is and 
starts dropping a few (putts), he’ll be in good 
shape.”
 May trails at 73–150, Johnson matched 
Armstrong’s 34 on the back side in a 72–151 
round and Auld and Drew are at 78–154 and 
78–159, respectively.
 “Tyler is tough,” admitted Smith.  “They 
have more experience than us  –  at least two 
or three of their players were on last year’s 
championship team  –  and their coach says 
they are stronger than they were last year.
 “But we’re not going to back down to 
anyone.  Scott played a lot better today, and 
we needed that.”
 Rend Lake College, as it turned out, 
would have to start Friday’s final round 
with a different outlook.
 After leading each of the first two rounds, 
the Warriors stubbed their toes slightly 
Thursday morning, limping away in second 
place.  RLC trailed defending champ Tyler, 
908-911, a swing of five shots from the day 
before.  Temple recorded the day’s best score 
of 301 and is another nine shots back in third.
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“We had our bad round today. Hopefully, 
we got it out of our system.  We’ve been 
pretty good frontrunners in the past, but 
three strokes is nothing.  Whether we are 
three down or three up (going into the final 
18), we can still win the national champion-
ship by playing well tomorrow.”
 Cabbage maintained his edge for in-
dividual honors with his 73–214 and will 
carry a six-stroke advantage into the finals.  
Armstrong dropped to fourth with his 36-
42–222.
 May became the third player to pace 
the Warriors with his 76–226, with Drew 
at 78–237, Auld at 80–234 and Johnson at 
84–235 following a round played under a 
bright sun in humid, 93-degree weather.
 “It was the same for Tyler, so I’m not try-
ing to make any excuses.  But I really think 
our guys just wore down,” commented 
Smith.
 Tyler Junior College proved its 1994 NJ-
CAA Division II golf championship was no 
fluke by repeating honors on Friday.  The de-
fending champs stretched a three-shot lead 
entering Round Three with a four-player 289 
total, the day’s best, and finished at 1,197 
to defeat the Warriors, who settled for the 
second-best Friday score (295) on  another 
hot, humid day in Greensboro, NC and the 
second-best total overall (1,206).
 Armstrong finished fourth in the medal-
ist race with a 73–295 total and earned First-
Team All-America distinction in the process.
 Two RLC freshmen barely missed All-
America recognition.  Auld recorded his 
team’s finest round on Friday, a one-under 
71 (35-36), and finished 17th overall at 305.  
He did receive one of the 18 cup flags award-
ed but was one stroke away from qualifying 
as one of the top 15.  May incurred a two-
shot penalty for raking a sand trap with his 
ball in it on No. 17, slipped to an 80 on the 
Players Course where he had registered a 
73 two days before and finished 20th overall 
with a 306 count.
 Johnson rebounded from a poor Thurs-

day outing to duplicate Armstrong’s 35-
38–73 with his own 37-36–73 and finished at 
308.  Drew proved to be the most consistent 
of the RLC quintet with his third 78 in a row 
and finished with a 315.
 Walters State leader Cabbage led from 
start to finish at 68-73-73-73–286 for a 
three-stroke triumph over Tyler Sophomore 
Kassey Young, who had Friday’s low of 68, 
and the 294 of Tyler’s Wessner.
 Tyler left little doubt on Friday.  A couple 
of 33s on the front nine put the defending 
champions at eight-under par as a team 
heading into Nos. 10-18.  RLC was even-par 
at the turn.
 “We’re trying to lick our wounds . . . try-
ing to figure out why we didn’t win,” Smith 
said of his team’s mood.
 “Yeah, we are disappointed.  We tried our 
hardest, we just didn’t get it done.  We’re still 
silly enough to think we were the best team, 
no matter what, but I guess we weren’t.”
 Concluded Smith:  “They (Tyler) are a 
very good team.  Their coach said before the 
tournament started they were better than 
they were last year.  But this (Rend Lake Col-
lege) isn’t too bad of a team, either.  And we 
are just hard-headed enough to think we can 
come back next year and do it again.  We’ve 
got some good recruits coming in, and we’ve 
got players back who finished 17th and 20th 
in the nation.”

Daily leads to RLC news releases as a 
repeat of history unfolded in June 2005 . . .
 • B ,         The 
Rend Lake College Men’s Golf Team has 
finished in the Top Ten eight times in the 
last 10 years, including second and third in 
their first two appearances.  The Warriors 
as a team led the field after each of the first 
two rounds in 1995, and can claim a couple 
of First-Team All-America honorees and six 
others who earned All-America distinction.  
They even boast a “Longest Drive Contest” 
winner and a hole-in-one marksman to their 
credit.
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Warrior Hurler Schwitz
departs with FT record
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Applebee’s promotes
Warriors-Lady Warriors
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CROSS-COUNTRY HOSTo
RLC hosts NJCAA Men and 

Women’s Cross-Country 
Championships for second 

time. / November 10, 2012

MVP – Bronson Verhines
All-Tourney – Jeril Taylor
  and Cortez Macklin
Sportsmanship Award –
  Dawson Verhines.
Coach – R. House / Sp ’13

WRESTLING THIRDo
Grapplers best-ever third 

in  NJCAA Finals thanks to 
two champions, a second 

and a fifth. / February 2011

HARRIERS D-I CHAMPSo
Medalist Stephen Sambu, 
mates claim RLC’s second 

NJCAA D-I Cross-Country 
title, fifth in all. / Nov. ’09

THIRD IN CUP RACEo
In 2008-09 NATYCAA Cup 

Awards, RLC (124.5 pts), 
trails only Iowa Central 
(158.5), Monroe (149.5).

 SIXTH IN CHASEo
Iowa Central C.C. (158.5)
retains NATYCAA Cup, 
RLC sixth with 12 .5 in 
2009-10 Awards race.

2013 N.J.C.A.A. D-II BASKETBALL CROWNo
GRAC King Warriors (14-2 / 30-3) claim first-ever 
NJCAA Division II Men’s Basketball National title. 
After winning Region IV, RLC beats Cecil (MD), 
98-75;  South Suburban, 85-83 in o.t.;  Owens (OH), 
80-75, and Moraine Valley, 87- 9 in Danville finale.

ATHLETICS TIMELINE
“BOAZ LALANG DAY” ON-CAMPUSo

September 3, 2008 was “Boaz Lalang Day” on the 
Rend Lake College campus in recognition of the 

Warriors’ Olympian competitor, ust before his de-
parture for the professional ranks. / September 2008



No individual performer from Rend Lake 
College has ever led outright after any round 
of the National Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation Division II National Championships, 
however.  Until now.

Sophomore John Singleton, the one his 
coach and teammates refer to affectionately 
as “The Brit,” knocked in seven birdies Tues-
day on his way to a five-under par 33-34–67 
and a two-shot lead after 18 holes of the 
four-day NJCAA Finals.
 Winner of the first-ever NJCAA Illinois 
State Championship this past fall, “The Brit” 
solved the 7,000-yard Goose Pond Colony 
Golf Course layout and winds between 15-
25 miles per hour to steal the thunder from 
a quartet of Darton (GA) College represen-
tatives.  The Merseyside, England product 
mis-hit into a strong gust on No. 17 for only 
his second bogey.
 The favorites from Albany, GA finished 
with a four-player total of 284, four better 
than second-place Tyler (T ) Jr. College, 
which had a similar advantage over the 
third-place, 292 totals of Dave Smith’s War-
riors, Mesa (AZ) C.C. and Mott C.C. (MI).
 • B ,         All 
that was missing Wednesday for Rend Lake 
College in the NJCAA D-II Men’s Golf Na-
tional Championship was the tournament-
leading five-under par round turned in the 
previous day by Sophomore John Singleton.
 But that five-stroke swing made a sig-
nificant impact in the standings for the 
Warriors.
 Freshman Lucas Cromeenes (Metropolis) 
managed RLC’s low score in Round Two  
–  even-par 72, compared to Singleton’s 
67 on the first 18  –  and the Warrior team 
total went from 292 to 297.  The result was 
a tumble from third (tied) to seventh (tied) 
halfway through the competition.
 Singleton slipped to a 67-75–142 score-
card yet remains solidly in contention, tied 
for fourth with John A. Logan rival Justin 
Fetcho (73-69–142).  Brent Witcher of Darton 
duplicated his Tuesday 18 and now leads 
by three strokes with his 69-69–138 over the 
second-place duo of Matt Ellis (Meridian, 
MS) and Stephen Knight (Tyler).
 Darton and Tyler padded their leads at 
the front of the team pack.  Pre-meet favorite 
Darton leads perennial contender Tyler by 
five with its 284-282–566.  Thirteen shots 
back is Cleveland (TN) State, one ahead of 
Mott and Meridian.
 Region IV Fall Champion John A. 
Logan inched ahead of Rend Lake College 

and Mesa at 294-294–588, with the Warriors 
keeping pace with Mesa with a score of 292-
297–589 in the 15-team race.
 Soph Charlie Throgmorton (West Pa-
ducah, KY) and Freshman R.A. Stolpe
(Muskego, MI) have been the most consis-
tent Warriors.  Both matched Singleton’s 
75.  Throgmorton is at 149, one better than 
Stolpe.  Soph Brian Kuddes (Godfrey) is at 
79–155.
 “We just didn’t have the low score to 
carry us the way we did Tuesday,” Smith 
lamented.
 Cromeenes appears to have overcome 
his afflictions.  Since visiting the hospital 
on Monday with a foot injury and receiving 
permission to ride in a cart, he started out 
by shooting five-over par on his first four 
holes and has been at one-under for the 32 
holes since.
 • B ,         Region 

IV representatives John A. Logan College
and Rend Lake College both took advantage 
of ideal playing conditions Thursday to 
move up the ranks and into contention for 
more hardware at the NJCAA D-II Men’s 
Golf National Championship.

While most onlookers would concede the 
team title to pre-tournament favorite Darton 
College, which has posted the low score each 
of the first three days, Logan climbed three 
spots into third with the second-best score in 
Round Three.  The Vols made up 11 strokes 
on previous runner-up Tyler and trailed 
only the frontrunners on this day, 277-279.
 Darton tops the leader board at 843 after 
54 holes, with Tyler clinging to second at 861 
and Logan third at 867.
 Rend Lake College is tied for fourth with 
Meridian at 871 as a result of Thursday’s 282
tally.  The Warriors started the day in a three-
way deadlock for seventh but recorded the 
fourth-lowest round.

First-round leader Singleton had two 
holes which cost him dearly.  He settled for 
a 74 and is in at 216, good for a five-way 
share of 10th-place overall.
 Kuddes kept the ball in the fairways 
all day, chipped in for eagle on No. 15 and 
birdied the 17th for a 68, 11 strokes better 
than the previous day.  Throgmorton played 
a rare bogey-free round, with one birdie on 
the front nine and two on the back for a 69.
 • B ,         Rend Lake 
College finished runner-up for the second 
time Friday in the NJCAA D-II Men’s Golf 
National Championship.

 -  - 

Pesky singles-hitter Long:
batting, slugging % same 

e best sla - tte   t e    
st    a  a  

s tball   e l  ake a 
e  st  ase  se  

base a - t el e  a a 
 ( la   a  ), 

 la e   2 4-   e 
le  s e ett  es-

s e stat st s  less t a  t  
seas s, e  a ee  t s t 
b   t  e t a  al  

 t e 2   a a  
e a   B t t se e e 

s e  t e st e stats 
t e s tball st ll e e  
st , t    a e t  

 ts as a es a   t -
 t e tea s all-t e e  
 st s le-seas  ts  

112 b  t -t e ll- e a  
a e ell  199 -97   

e b e  all  s  91 
batt  a e a e (1 -27 ) 

 t e s t, t - -t e- e  
ta t tte  e alle  e  91 

sl  e e ta e    ea  
 e  9 ts  t e all a  9 
ts  t e s  e e s les   

t as t t l s s -
e seas  t at s e s le  

  e ble a  a t le   
 4  s  batt  a e a e  

( -79)  2  a e  t  
a 494 sl  e e ta e   

e  e  -base a e a e 
as t t at  e  

t a  e  batt  a e a e   s e 
alke  l  e t es  2 
a es as a es a ,  

e t e ll  s   
 t e  a  a s le 

t  t e e ale t  a ble, 
e e , b  steal  19 bases 

(21 atte ts)  all 4, t  
1  s es  1  t es  

 a  s  e st le  bases 
   be e  t  

t e s el es   e e s t  
 e essee- a t  s tball 

a  el e  t e -
t e s les- tte  t  ts 

l e   t e last t  ea s  
s a ee       

24 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.



One was just as improbable as the other 
and occurred 11 years apart.  Only the reac-
tion to each was at opposite extremes for 
Coach Smith.

Led by Second-Team All-America hon-
oree John Singleton, a sophomore, the War-
riors began the last of four rounds tied for 
fourth behind runaway winner Darton Col-
lege and carded a workman-like 290, eight 
shots higher than the previous day but still 
good enough to gain the advantage on two 
playing partners in the process.

They seemed entrenched in fourth until 
well after their own round had ended, when 
word began filtering back from the course 
two teams ahead of them were struggling.
 When the dust finally settled, the RLC 
Warriors rubbed their eyes and discovered 
they had landed in the Promised Land with 
a four-player, 72-hole total of 292-297-282-
290–1,161, two shots under third-place Tyler 
and its final 302–1,163, with Mott C.C. fourth 
at 291–1,165, Meridian C.C. fifth at 295–1,166 
and Logan sixth at 303–1,170.
 Singleton was seventh individually for 
RLC in the medalist chase with 67-75-74-
70–286.
 Heavy favorite Darton College cruised 
to a 37-stroke victory  by posting the lowest 
round Tuesday through Friday  –  284-282-
277-281–1,124  –  and boasting champion 
Witcher (69-69-67-71–276) and five other 
All-America selections, one of whom was 
competing as an individual and not as a part 
of the five-member squad.
 Balance was the key to Rend Lake Col-
lege’s success throughout.  “The Brit’s” sec-
ond sub-par round Friday was supported by 
one-over 73s from Cromeenes and Kuddes 
and 74s from Throgmorton and Stolpe.
 Singleton was as steady Friday at 35-
35–70 as he had been spectacular Tuesday 
in a 33-34 display.
 Singleton’s 286 summary received back-
ing from Throgmorton’s 292, plus 295 from 
both freshmen, Stolpe and Cromeenes, and 
a 296  by Kuddes.
 “We came here to get a trophy,” a somber 
Smith said immediately after his players 
turned in scorecards for the final time, with 
three teams still on the course.  “We may not 
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Ex-Assistant Kalkstein
Pro Sport Psychologist 
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get it done, but I’m not disappointed.  We 
didn’t do that bad.

“I’m standing here with six guys who 
know we are a good team.  If you can stay 
in the top five around here right now, then 
you have pretty well got it going on.  We are 
in a tightly bunched pack;  if you sneeze you 
can slip from second to eighth, just like that.  
There are a lot of good teams here.”
 Singleton, Smith added, “had a great 
first round and then two poor rounds for 
him.  Today was a more normal round at 
two-under, that is how good he is.  To play 
this tournament at two-under (par) is pretty
darn good.”

A little later, with all teams in the club-
house, Smith was trying to put the surpris-
ing runner-up finish in perspective.

“If you remember ’95, I wasn’t real happy 
to be in second after leading the first two 
rounds,” he remembered his team’s initial 
appearance in the nationals.

“This time I am thrilled with second.  
None of the rest of us was ever in the game 
with Darton;  we were playing for second.  
And, hey, we got it!  What can I say?  These 
guys deserved it.  Our goal was to get a 
trophy (third), and we got second!

“This just shows you never know in this 
game.  It is four days.  We were never really 
bad, but we were never incredibly good, 
although I was awfully pleased with that 
282 Thursday.  We just stayed in contention 
and were there at the end.  There are a lot 
of other teams that would like to be where 
we are right now.”
 For the second time.
 Rend Lake College, with eight Top Ten 
finishes in the last 10 years, had not placed 
as high as fifth since 2000.   

RLC’S ‘ALL-AMERICAN’ BRIT Â
Local qualifier ma or hit as fan favorite
during The 143rd Open Championship

      2 14

 WIRRAL, UNITED KINGDOM  –  John
Singleton’s mornings are much different 
now than when he was an All-American 
golfer on scholarship at Rend Lake College 
in Southern Illinois. 
 The kid from Moreton is now 30 and 



lives in Wirral. He wakes up to fianc e 
Lucy Johnson and 6-year-old stepson Theo. 
He punches in as a Production Operator at 
a resin factory five days a week in nearby 
Birkenhead.

John’s afternoons, however, are very 
much the same: Perfecting his length on 
the driving range; working out the kinks 
with a round or two at Eastham Lodge; 
putting through dusky shadows on the 
practice green.

Singleton became a professional golfer 
in the states after graduating from RLC.  
He moved back to the U.K. in 2010 and 
kept working hard on the game he loves.

With The British Open coming up 
July 17-20 at Royal Liverpool Golf Club 
Hoylake  –  just five minutes from his home  
–  Singleton decided to enter the Regional 
Qualifier June 23 at Mere Golf and Country 
Club.  He told the Liverpool Echo the choice 
to enter was “an afterthought, really.” 
 With his dad on the bag, Singleton came 
one stroke short of qualifying. Later that 
night, he tweeted, “Unfortunately I didn’t 
make it out of the playoff.  But very proud 
of my performance today. Thanks to my 
family and friends for the kind words.”
 Back to life as usual. Or so he thought.
 “Getting the phone call to play at Final 
Qualifying was fantastic,” said Singleton. 
“I couldn’t believe I would have the chance 
to compete for a place in The Open.”
 Singleton had been called as a reserve 
for the Final Qualifier. It was July 1 at 
Hillside Golf Club, a challenging course 
in Southport, England that is open to the 
wind coming in from the Irish Sea.
 “I played great golf in the morning,” he 
said. “I shot 72 with a double and a triple. 
So I was full of confidence going into the 
second round.”
 That afternoon, his dream came true. 
Singleton carded a course record 66, finish-
ing at 138 (-6) and forcing a four-way play-
off for three spots. Chris Marsh could not 
match pars on the second hole and Single-
ton was in The Open, along with Oscar Flo-
r n and Chris Hanson.
 “I had no idea of the scores,” Singleton 
said about the second round. “I thought six 
under had a chance, but I wasn’t actually 
aware of my position during the round. 
The only time I felt I was going to make 
The Open was during the playoff.  I felt re-
ally calm and relaxed.  Coach Smith always 
taught me fairways and greens, and I use 
that to this day.”

 Dave Smith has been the head coach of 
the Warriors golf team at Rend Lake Col-
lege for 23 years.  In 2005, then-sophomore 
Singleton led Smith’s squad to second 
place at the National Junior College Athlet-
ic Association’s D-II Championship Tour-
nament. It tied the best finish in program 
history. It had been 11 years since Smith’s 
team came in runner-up the first time.
 “They all worked so hard in that tourna-
ment,” Smith said. “They played well.”
 The national tournament is 72 holes. 
Singleton shot a 286 (67-75-74-70) and tied 
for seventh, earning him All-American sta-
tus. He said it was a team effort and the 
most memorable part of his time playing at 
Rend Lake. He keeps in touch with Smith 
and teammates Lucas Cromeenes, Brian 
Kuddes, Clint Presley and Charlie Throg-
morton.
 “Coach Smith taught me so many things 
during my time (at Rend Lake),” Singleton 
said. “(He) had a huge influence on the 
player and person I am today.”
 “Before nationals in 2005, John was the 
Illinois JUCO state champion,” Smith said. 
“He had a lot of game, a lot of different golf 
shots. English kids have shots American 
kids don’t have, because they get used to 
playing in unfavorable conditions.”
 When asked about Singleton’s training 
ethic, Smith recalled the rivalry between 
Singleton and Cromeenes.   
 “He and Lucas pushed each other so hard. 
They would push each other and not talk 
for a couple of days after, but when Lucas 
got married, John flew over here and was 
his best man. They pushed each other and 
they just made each other so much better.”
 “It didn’t surprise me,” Smith said of 
receiving news Singleton had qualified. 
“John is a good player.  I mean, I don’t 
know what kind of stats they have on him, 
but he played on the Euro Tour. He is a 
very good player.” 
 Smith said he spoke to Singleton about 
playing in The Open. His advice: “I told 
him good luck and focus on what you need 
to do.  You know how to do it.  Go do it.”
 Singleton’s 31st birthday is July 20 –  
the final round of The Open Champion-
ship. What could be a better gift than his 
name bannered with golf’s giants at what 
is, arguably, the most prestigious golf ma-
jor in the world? 
 The field of 156 will include three-time 
champion Nick Faldo of England, and five-
time winner Tom Watson, three-time win-
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ner Tiger Woods and reigning champion 
Phil Mickelson. Singleton said he likes to 
watch Woods and Adam Scott, but would 
delight in a pairing with Watson. The top 
prize is more than a half-million dollars.

“I can’t describe how I feel right now. 
In a week’s time I will be playing against 
the best players in the world. That’s a lot 
to take in . . . I wish for a great tourna-
ment and to enjoy every moment of it. This 
might never happen to me again, so I need 
to cherish this time. I don’t think you can 
prepare mentally for it. I think it’s too big 
to take it all in. I am focusing on my swing 
speed and course management. I can con-
trol these things and it puts me at ease 
knowing that.”

He has been given time off from work. 
That makes a huge impact on his ability to 
train for the biggest tournament of his life. 
Even better, his bosses at Advanced Elec-
trical Varnishes (AEV) reportedly bought 
tickets for staff to attend Thursday’s open-
ing round and cheer on the hometown kid.

“They have been so supportive of me, 
which has helped so much,” he said of 
AEV. “They gave me the time off straight 
away. I would like to thank them for every-
thing they have done for me. My schedule 
is a bit different now that I am not in work. 
I start early and play nine or 18 then have 
some lunch and then go and hit balls and 
work on parts of my game.”
 Wallasey Golf Club has welcomed Sin-
gleton to train there. It is a private links 
golf club on the Wirral peninsula, near Liv-
erpool. “Wallasey is links (like Hoylake). 
It’s great to be able to hit the same shots 
and work on new shots,” he explained.  His 
caddy will be his best friend, Ally Haddow. 
“He did a fantastic job at Final Qualifying, 
so he’s got the bag for The Open.

“It is the biggest golf tournament in the 
world and it’s made even more special by 
the fact it’s by my house and all my friends 
and family will be there to support me. 
(This has) been my dream since I started 
golf. To realize it now, just before I will be-
come a dad for the first time, is amazing.”
 Lucy is due in September. John said they 
are not going to ask if it is a boy or a girl.

 “We wanted to keep it a surprise.”
 What a summer for John Singleton.
 The 143rd British Open is July 17-20 at 
Royal Liverpool in Merseyside, England. It 
is a par 72 at 7,312 yards.

      1 , 2 14

 MERSEYSIDE, ENGLAND  –  John
Singleton missed the weekend cut by a 
mere two strokes Friday at The 143rd Brit-
ish Open at Royal Liverpool Golf Club, 
Hoylake.
 Singleton was a 2005 All-American at 
Rend Lake College, where he played two 
years for Coach Dave Smith’s Warriors.
 His first hole Thursday was a highlight.  
After re-addressing the ball due to a cough-
ing fan in the stands, Singleton striped his 
first drive down the center of the fairway, 
nearly holed out from about 20 yards and 
put it in the cup for a par.  So much for first 
major championship jitters.
 He carded a 78 (+6) after running into 
trouble on holes 12-14, and again at 16-17.  
Three or four miscues after the turn and he 
fell about 80 spots.
 Friday was different, though.
 Singleton bogeyed one hole and parred 
the rest on the front nine.  A repeat one-un-
der on Hole 10, followed by back-to-back 
birdies on 15 and 16 and another on 18 put 
him at plus-4 after 36 holes and launched 
him back up the leader board to tie for 
89th-place against 156 of the best golfers in 
the world.  The cut line at plus-2, Singleton 
had barely missed suiting up for this week-
end, but was one of only two golfers in the 
star-studded field to go minus-2 or better 
on Friday and not make the cut.
 His story is like a great script.  The 
30-year-old Merseyside local became an in-
ternational storyline . . . working on the fac-
tory floor by day, working on his game at 
night.  Media outlets like the British Broad-
casting Corporation (BBC), Golf Channel, 
FO  Sports, New York Times, Boston Globe 
and ESPN ran features on the Cinderella-
man in golf spikes.  His can’t-quit com-
mitment to doing what he loves, and the 
way he qualified for golf’s oldest major in 
a four-way playoff with borrowed clubs, 
was the feel-good hit of Hoylake.
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Warrior alumni gather,
salute ’13 cage champs
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 18-18 FT > 54 POINTS 
Freshman Forward Larry 
Tutt nets record 54 points 
vs. Danville, inc. 18 FT in a
row, in 107-91 loss. / 19 9

ATHLETIC STANDOUTS



It is too bad The Open fairways this 
weekend will be without Singleton’s beam-
ing smile and his fist-pump celebration 
when his putt finds the bottom of the cup.
 But Singleton should still spend his 
birthday at The Open Championship on 
Sunday, soaking up the final moments of 
his first major.  His pint will not be the 
Claret Jug, but that is okay.  
 There is plenty to celebrate.  

MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY Â
D-II long-distance Capital of World:
RLC and its three championships

The second-year Rend Lake College 
Cross-Country program ranked second to 
no one in November 2001.

The following fall, far removed from its 
first crowning moment in East Lansing, MI, 
we repeated, “Twice is nice,” in Levelland, 
T .  Coach Brent McLain’s Winged Warriors 
won their second straight NJCAA Division 
II National Championship.  Ditto for indi-
vidual winner Ian Hornabrook, the unas-
suming Aussie import.  Same for McLain, 
brought to the Ina campus all the way from 
Benton.
 By the third one  –  title, crown, champi-
onship, whatever you care to call it  –  the 
team effort brought tears to the eyes of 
Coach McLain.  But there was no need to 
feel sorry for the fourth-year mentor.
 Those were tears of joy streaming from 
the three-time National “Coach of the Year” 
both during and immediately after the 2003 
NJCAA D-II National Championships at 
Rim Rock Farm near the Kansas University 
campus in Lawrence.
 At the time, one would have seemed 
enough in 2001.  But that was before Nos. 2 
and 3 came along in rapid-fire order.
 Who would have believed Ina, IL, home 
of Rend Lake College, as Men’s Cross-
Country Capital of the (NJCAA Division II) 
World?
 No one, with the exception of McLain, 
perhaps, could have realized the arrival of 
Hornabrook on U.S. soil would stamp Rend 
Lake College as a legitimate contender in 
Fall 2001, even though the team had finished 
seventh in the nation in the first year of the 
program the year before.
 Eye-opener.  A sweep of the top four 
spots in the season’s first meet, the Hanover 
(IN) Invitational in a 13-team field of four-
year foes, proved an unbelievable omen of 
things to come.  Hornabrook (Southport,
Queensland, Australia) was in front, fol-

lowed by Sophomore David Diaz (West 
Frankfort), fellow Freshman Rob Duncan 
(Seipio, IN / Jennings County H.S.) and 
Soph Daniel Nalley (Benton).  Freshman 
Will Siemers (Bensenville) was ninth overall
as RLC posted a ridiculously low 19 points, 
to 77 for second-place Bellarmine (KY).
 Skip to the 2001 finals, where the Rend 
Lakers placed four individuals among the 
top 11 (team) runners in the country to pro-
duce four All-America honorees and the 
college’s first-ever national title in any sport 
or event.
 With Hornabrook again setting the pace 
for all concerned, the top-seeded Warriors 
convinced No. 2 seed and repeat runner-up 
Paradise Valley (AZ) with 55 points from 
its five best runners.  Paradise Valley had 
76, ahead of third-place Pratt (KS) at 87 in a 
14-team field.
 Hornabrook claimed overall honors in  
26:09, five seconds ahead of third-place 
teammate and First-Team All-America part-
ner Diaz in 26:14.  Nalley was 11th in 27:01 
and Siemers completed the All-America 
contingent in 14th in 27:06.
 Duncan completed the five-man scoring 
parade, overcoming injuries to finish 36th 
overall in 27:54.  Had it been necessary, the 
Warriors likewise would have won with 
either Soph Tim Koch (Mt. Vernon / 41st in 
28:01) or Freshman Eric Baker (Mt. Vernon 
/ 43rd in 28:06) counting.
 “Unbelievable,” McLain described the 
feeling afterward.  “I was so happy for the 
team.  They wanted it.  And they worked 
hard to achieve it.  It is a great day for us . . . an 
outstanding accomplishment for our school 
and our program.”
 Diaz, Nalley, Koch and Soph Brett Smith 
(Benton) were returning veterans off that 
first squad.  Diaz was 27th as a freshman, 
Nalley 32nd, Koch 65th and Smith 68th.
 The Warriors with Wings doubled their 
pleasure in more ways than one (team), two  
(Hornabrook) or three (McLain) in 2002.  
The 90 points by runner-up Johnson County 
C.C. (KS) was twice as much as that for the 
defending champs, with pre-meet favorite 
Paradise Valley (AZ) third among 11 teams 
with 97 points.
 Thanks to a strategical decision by 
McLain and the frontrunning abilities of 
Hornabrook, who pulled away inside the 
final 100 meters, the Warriors became the 
first Southern Illinois Juco in any sport to 
repeat a national championship as Cana-
dian newcomer Thomas McQuade (Barrie, 

 -  - 
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Ontario) joined Hornabrook as First-Team 
All-America by placing third overall, 14 
seconds off the winning time of 26:16, and 
three teammates were bunched in 17th, 18th
and 23rd overall.

Hornabrook was only the eighth cross-
country competitor in  43 years to repeat as 
NJCAA National Champion at the D-I or 
D-II levels.
 For Sophomore Duncan, it was a rerun of 
last fall.  Having to overcome a late-season 
stress fracture of his left tibia for the second 
year in a row, Duncan shed his crutches 
and walking cast long enough to take 17th 
in 28:14.  Freshmen Justin Crain (McLeans-
boro) and Chris Herren (Harrisburg) were 
18th and 23rd, respectively, in 28:16 and 
28:26.  Travis Redden (Benton) did not figure
in the scoring in 50th-place in 29:58.

Duncan and Crain received Honorable 
Mention All-America recognition by placing 
among the top 15 American runners.

“Last year was a great feeling, I can 
tell you that,” McLain said.  “But this year 
provided even more of a sense of accom-
plishment.  I really believe it was a lot more 
satisfying.  By comparing scores and times 
last year, I thought we had the best team;  it 
(the championship) was out there for us to
win or to lose.  I just told the guys then to go 
out and run the best they could and let the 
other guys worry about trying to catch them.

“This year, I think I was more nervous 
going in.  I knew how strong Paradise Valley 
was . . . they just had a bad race day.  Our 
strategy was to run as a pack the first two 
miles, so we could be stronger the last three 
miles, and that is exactly what they did.  We 
were getting beat pretty bad at that point, 
but by the three-mile point I was starting to 
get excited the way they were making up 
ground.  By the fourth mile, I probably had 
a smile from ear to ear.  By the fifth mile, I 
was getting pretty emotional.”
 The 8000-Meter run was contested in 
the dry, dusty Texas air and less-than-ideal 
40-mile-per-hour winds which tested run-
ners.
 Hornabrook, who won by a couple of 
seconds as a freshman, did it in similar 
fashion this go-around.  Kevin Billington of 

Phoenix, AZ was closing fast in 26:17, but 
the decision was never in doubt down the 
stretch as the winner enjoyed the moment 
and eased through the victory tape after 
outkicking Billington.
 Unable to hide his emotions in 2003, 
McLain admitted, “It was great to see all 
seven Rend Lake College guys running to-
gether like they did. The crowd was amazed.  
It was just an unbelievable feeling.”
 McLain’s runners were not able to crack 
the South African-Kenyan monopoly at the 
forefront, instead placing five individuals 
between sixth-place overall finisher (second 
as far as team standings were concerned) 
Rey Alvarez (Danville) and 16th overall 
(12th team-wise) to run away with Cham-
pionship No. 3.
 The 2003 National Champs compiled a 
team-best 23 points, thanks to Rey Alvarez 
(Danville) in 25:50 over the five-mile layout 
under chilly, less-than-ideal conditions;  sev-
enth-place (third, team) Justin Kunz (Leba-
non) in 25:51;  ninth-place (fifth, team) Tim 
Clark (Indianapolis, IN / Franklin Central 
H.S.) in 26:04;  10th-place (sixth, team) Ricky 
Alvarez (Danville) in 26:06, and 11th-place 
(seventh, team) Thomas McQuade (Berrie, 
Ontario, Canada) in 26:15.
 RLC also got a 15th-place (11th, team) 
showing from McLeansboro contributor 
Justin Crain (McLeansboro) in 26:24 and a 
16th (12th, team) from Jeremy Kunz (Leba-
non) in 26:28.

McLain called it “the best race we have 
run all year.  On a cold day  –  nasty really  
– they just got themselves ready to run and 
went out and did it.  It was something to 
see.  We cried after we won.  It was a great 
feeling.”
 Paradise Valley (AZ) was second with 50 
points behind Kenyan Dan Kanyaruhuru, 
who was fourth overall.  Lansing (MI) C.C. 
was third with 92, Johnson County C.C. (KS) 
fourth at 109 and Pratt (KS) C.C. at 130.
 The top three spots all went to foreign 
athletes representing Cloud County C.C. 
(KS), but the team’s other entries were non-
existent at the finish line, not unexpectedly.  
South African Marc Rodrigues won in 25:12.
 Freshman Jason Phillips (Lafayette, IN /
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Careers span generation,
with exception of Sentels
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Jefferson H.S.) was third when RLC swept 
Region IV laurels with the top seven run-
ners, minus McQuade.

BASEBALL Â
Record-setting Hall of Fame nine
also experienced more heartache
 The 1985-86 Hall of Fame team  –  in-
ducted in 2006  –  set all kinds of team and 
individual records while claiming Great 
Rivers Athletic Conference honors in the Fall 
at 25-3 and capturing Spring Sectional and 
Region IV titles to finish 82-26 overall.
 Coach Paul Evans & Friends re-wrote 
nine of the team’s 11 individual offensive 
records and eight team standards while pro-
ducing two eventual RLC Hall-of-Famers in 
second-baseman Rick Gaebe (Woodlawn /
Class of 2006), a Second-Team All-American,
and pitcher /designated hitter Cliff McIn-
tosh (Clay City /2007).
 It rated mention in USA Today when 
three RLC hurlers tossed no-hitters within 
six days.  McIntosh shut out Parkland, 10-
0;  Doug Ridner (Indianapolis, IN) stopped 
Kaskaskia, 5-0, and Jerry Boldt (Woodlawn) 
blanked Paducah (KY), 7-0.
 Two-time All-GRAC pick McIntosh was 
voted “Most Valuable Player” as a soph and 
was joined on the all-league stars by leadoff 
hitter-CF Joe Humeston (Cleveland, OH), 
Gaebe, Boldt, Ridner and rookie mentor 
Evans.
 Sophomores Gaebe and McIntosh contin-
ued as teammates the next two years for the 
Southern Illinois University Salukis.  Short-
stop Tim Dressler (Waltonville) continued
his collegiate career at Division I Missouri, 
with fellow sophs Humeston and Ridner 
moving on to Cumberland and Pitcher Bob-
by Beard (Mt. Vernon) continuing at Quincy.  
Freshman members included future pro 
Rick Strickland (Mt. Vernon /Austin Peay
State / Yankees free-agent signee), Kansas 
State hurler Steve Scoville (Mt. Vernon) and 
infielder Mark Rosen (Highland / Indiana-
Southeast).
 Other notables included record-setting 
reliever Brian Lee (Fairfield), third baseman 
Bobby Neth (Evansville, IN), first sacker 
Chad Weiss (Highland), catcher Brian Etter 
(Chambersburg, PA), outfielders Jim Carl-
son (Pinckneyville) and Tom Geiger (High-
land), pitcher Mike Brechun, pitcher Jeff 
Smith (Christopher) and speedy infielder 
Jeff Powers (Cleveland, OH).  Depth
 Sad to say, there is more to the story.
 The best baseball season in Warrior his-

tory, by most accounts, was accompanied 
by  more heartache than any other.
 RLC was undefeated heading into the 
final day of the three-team, double-elimi-
nation Great Lakes District Tournament and 
needed only to beat Grand Rapids (MI) once 
to advance to the NJCAA World Series for 
the first time.  Defending champion and host 
Triton, a perennial power ranked No. 6 in 
the nation, had already departed following 
a 9-8 opening loss to RLC and a 4-0 setback 
to Grand Rapids.   
 But the elements and a couple of junk-
throwing lefthanders proved to be the undo-
ing of a club on a 49-10 spring roll, including 
a 3-1 Game Two decision over Grand Rapids 
in River Grove. 
 After two rainy days in the Chicago sub-
urbs, the Region IV reps forgot to bring 
their bats when they finally got out of  their 
hotel rooms.  They could not handle nippy 
(48-52 degrees) weather nor southpaws 
Dan Poliski and Carl Anderson and were 
nipped, 5-1 and 6-1, in near-identical games 
in which they did not get their first hits until 
the seventh inning.
 Grand Rapids had 21 hits in the twin bill 
sweep and yielded two runs  –  one earned  
–  in 27 innings on Tuesday, a marathon day 
created by a water-logged field and the need 
to determine a Great Lakes District qualifier 
by a midnight deadline.
 “We just did not have a very good day,” 
understated the disheartened coach.
 “It’s just sickening.  That was our goal 
at each level of the tournament  –  to keep 
winning and get to the World Series  –  and 
to know we were one win away from attain-
ing that goal and couldn’t get the job done 
is a sickening feeling.”

INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD Â
Only team 2008 Warriors can’t top:
Lady Warriors their equal; both No. 1
 CHARLESTON  –  What could be better 
than winning a national title? Well, for Rend 
Lake College track and field head coaches 
Brent McLain and Denny Myers, the answer 
on Saturday was twice as nice.
 The RLC men and women grabbed 
the 2008 National Junior College Athletic 
Association Division I Indoor Track and 
Field Championships after overcoming 
opponents from an overall field of 55 teams.
 Yes, indeed, it was a magnificent day 
for RLC athletics and most likely a surreal 
and emotional crescendo for the coaches. To 
make things even better, Myers was named 
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“Coach of the Year” by the NJCAA and he 
and McLain received “Coach of the Meet” 
honors  –  Myers for the women and McLain 
for the men.
 The order of top teams were identical in 
both the men’s and women’s final results.  
The men earned the top spot by nearly 50 
points ahead of runner up Barton County 
College. RLC scored 133 points, followed by 
Barton County with 86 and Butler County 
C.C. with 66. The Lady Warriors took the 
title with 121 points, followed by Barton 
County with 109 and Butler County with 
88.5.
 RLC’s Cory Holman and Jessica 
Merriweather jump-started the meet at 
Eastern Illinois University with first-place 
finishes in the first two events, the Men and 
Women’s Pentathlon. The Pentathlon is an 
event which combines 60 meter hurdles, 
shot put, long jump, high jump and 1,000 
meter run (800M for the women). Lady 
Warrior Ryan Sanders took third in the 
Pentathlon.
 From there, the Warriors and Lady 
Warriors combined for a dozen spots in the
top-three of events spanning the two-day 
national championship. RLC earned eight
first-place honors, two seconds and two 
thirds.
 The Distance Medley Relay team of Ben 
Cheruiyot, Travis Taylor, Aaron Dixon and 
Boaz Lalang took top honors with a time of 
10:04.89. The women’s DMR team  –  Nikura 
Walls, Yolanda King, Kim Beardwood and 
Jennifer Tanui  –  took third.
 RLC sophomore and future Auburn 
Tiger, Elkanah Kibet, led the field to a first- 
place finish with a time of 14:38.78 in the 
5K. He and teammate Ben Cheruiyot were 
neck-and-neck the entire race, lapping many 
runners, as Cheruiyot came in second at 
14:39.19. Kibet ran 8:22.59 in the 3,000M run 
for second place.
 Pasca Cheruiyot  blew away the 
competition in the 5000M Run, coming in 
30 seconds better than the runner-up, with 
a time of 17:29.20. She also won the 3K 
with a time of 9:53.50, almost 35 seconds 
better than the runner-up and the Mile to 
duplicate Lalang’s triple. In a heated, down-

to-the-wire 1000M Run, Pasca Cheruiyot 
lost the bittersweet chance at a fourth title 
by .44-second to winner Ashley Tukes of 
Macomb C.C.
 RLC’s Karmyn Clark out-threw her 
20-pound weight throw opponents to 
take first with a best of 56 feet 8.75 inches. 
Merriweather managed first in the high 
jump with a best of 5-8.75.
 Yolanda King was second in the Women’s 
400M Run.  The lone third-place effort by 
the gals came from a Distance Medley Relay 
quartet of Walls, King, Beardwood and 
Tanui.
 Lalang won the Men’s 1,000M finals 
with a time of 2:28.88 and the Men’s Mile 
in 4:05.91.
 RLC’s 4 x 800M Relay team of Robert 
Kapsoiya, Travis White, Jeremy Whitaker 
and Dixon grabbed second in the event.  
Raymon Parker came in at 21.91 seconds for 
third in the 200M Dash.
 The RLC men have tried year after year to 
grasp an indoor title, only to come up short. 
The women secured their first U.S. title in 
only the second year of a program driven by 
Myers, who also was the Athletic Director 
during 2007-08.
 The team posted many other top-
eight finishers, as well. And while their 
performances may not have produced as 
many points as those finishing 1-2-3 (worth 
10, 8, 6 points, respectively), they were 
very important in helping earn Rend Lake 
College two national championships in two 
days of outstanding track and field action.
 All-America performances / points also 
came from Dixon (4th, 1000M Run;  5th, 
800M Run);  Holman (4th, 60M Hurdles;  
5th, High Jump);  Taylor (4th, 600M Run);  
Markus McCown (4th, Shot Put);  James 
Freeman (6th, Shot Put), Andre Townsend 
(6th, 60M Hurdles) and Parker (8th, Long 
Jump).
 Lady Warrior depth and more points 
toward the winning total came from Nikura 
Walls (4th, 800M Run;  8th, 1000M Run);  
Brittney Castleberry (4th, 60M Hurdles);  
Ashley Holmes (5th, Weight Throw;  7th, Shot 
Put), and Jennifer Tanui (8th, 3000M Run).
 Additional relay points came in the 4 
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Junior Highs given nod
to use RLC Gymnasium
B    19, 1971
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 DOUG CREEL 
2x All-SICC, All-Region IV 
forward left with season 
(737 pts.), career (1,173), 
FG, FT records. / 1978-80

 COACH MIKE MCCLURE 
Remains winningest base-
ball coach in RLC history 
– 312-177 (. 38), 9 of 10 
winning seasons. / 1971-81
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x 400M Relay by the sixth-place unit of 
Castleberry, Sanders, Beardwood and King 
and seventh-place in the 4 x 800M Relay  
(Bethany Kirkpatrick, Tanui, Sarah Nolen 
and Amanda Jourdan).

MEN’S BASKETBALL Â
Close (twice) but no NJCAA Final 16
for ’87-88 and ’88-89 Warrior cagers

Warrior cagers have never made it to the 
Promised Land  –  Hutchinson, KS, for the 
16-team NJCAA Division I National Tourna-
ment or the D-II Finals conducted for many 
years at Danville Area Community College.  
 But that is not to say they haven’t come as 
close as you can get without actually getting 
there.
 As a Division I contender for many 
years, the Warriors played in a region which 
sent its post-season tournament champion 
directly to the Big Show every third year.  
Two out of every three years, the Region 

IV survivor still had to beat the winner of 
another Midwest regional before advancing 
to the finals in Hutch.
 Coach Mitch Haskins & Co. fell just one 
victory shy of attaining that ultimate goal 
in both 1987-88 and 1988-89.
 The Warriors reached the Region IV 
championship game for the first time in 
1988, knowing the winner received an 
automatic NJCAA Final 16 berth, but were 
denied the opportunity by Belleville Area, 
76-67, to conclude a 23-12 season.
 The 1988-89 campaign was even better, 
earning the veteran Haskins “Coach of the 
Year” recognition from the Illinois Basket-
ball Coaches Association and his peers in 
both Region IV and the Great Rivers Ath-
letic Conference following a record-setting 
29-6 season.
 Eight players off that team went on to 
the four-year level for more playing time 
after helping the Warriors to their first 
GRAC crown and regional title.  The team 
was nationally ranked for the first time in 
its history, climbing to No. 12 in the country 
around mid-season, went 13-0 at home and 
posted 12 straight wins down the stretch.
 Perhaps the pinnacle for RLC basketball 
came March 4-6, 1989, when the Warriors 
defeated Logan, 77-58, defending champion 
Belleville Area, 62-60, and perennial power 
Wabash Valley in the finale, 104-70, for the 
Region IV title.
 By that season’s end, the Haskins-led 
quintet owned five-game winning streaks 
against GRAC rivals Wabash Valley, Lincoln 

Trail and Olney Central, four-game streaks 
versus Southeastern Illinois and (noncon-
ference foe Lincoln Land and a three-game 
win streak over Logan.
 RLC was No. 4 in the nation with its 
64.3-point-per-game defensive yield and 
handed Illinois Valley, the highest-scoring 
team in the country with its 100.2 ppg, its 
only regular-season setback.
 The trip to Hutch was not to be, however.  
In this case, it was a 62-61 heartbreaking loss 
on a neutral court in Chattanooga, TN, to 
Cleveland State Community College (TN) 
in the Inter-Region Playoffs.
 Give a hand to the Warriors for their 
outstanding season, but on this night the 
hand that stood out in a crowd belonged 
to Cleveland State’s Darryl Mayes.  His of-
fensive rebound put-back basket with :03 
remaining lifted the host Cougars to victory.
 Mayes emerged as the hero when it was 
determined it was his hand that emerged 
from a crowd of frantic, would-be rebound-
ers to tip in a missed three-point attempt as 
the clock wound down in the Chattanooga 
State Technical C.C. gymnasium  deemed a 
“neutral” site.  The dramatic tip-in and an 
RLC turnover on the in-bounds play that 
followed doomed a 12-game winning streak.
 It also stole the thunder created moments 
earlier by Kevin Mitchell (Enfield), who 
slapped away a pass to give the Warriors a 
shot at the Juco finals, and Abdul Muham-
mad (Ford Heights), a perfect, 17-point first-
half producer (7-7 FG, 3-3 FT) who scored 
with :16 to play on a reverse pivot move 
inside to give the Region IV champions 
a short-lived, 61-60 advantage.
 Thus ended the best season in school his-
tory, to date.  Haskins agreed, “But it didn’t 
get us where we wanted to be,” he sighed.
 The 29-6 Warriors had to pack it in be-
cause Cleveland State packed it in.  RLC pe-
rimeter shooters were a combined 10-for-42, 
including just 4 of 19 three-point attempts, 
and the GRAC kingpins went almost 10 
minutes in one stretch of the second half 
without a field goal.  They saved their worst  
–  37.5 per cent shooting from the field  –  for 
what turned out to be their last game.
 Haskins was not pleased with the so-
called neutral site  . . . 30 miles from the 
Cleveland State campus, and the same 
site where the Cougars won four games 
the previous weekend to capture Region 
VII honors.  Four of the team’s top players 
were from Chattanooga, and two of the 
three officials had worked the Region VII 
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Mighty Frendling wins
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Tourney, in contrast to the three NCAA D-I 
Southeastern Conference officials originally
promised.  In a “very, very physical game,” 
noted Haskins, his charges “had an awful 
lot of obstacles to overcome.  There were 
some very unusual interpretations of calls, 
especially in situations late.”
 “We held them 30 points under their 
average and still can’t beat them,” he la-
mented without mentioning three missed 
slam-dunk attempts in the first half  –  two 
on the same play  –  and only 19 second-half 
points.  After leading 23-12 midway through 
the first half thanks to an 11-0 run and 42-34 
at intermission as a result of eight of the last 
nine points scored, the Warriors closed their 
750-mile round-trip nightmare by managing 
just seven buckets in 30 attempts (20.3 per 
cent) the final 20 minutes.
 Muhammad closed his freshman cam-
paign with a game-high 21 points and eight 
rebounds.  All-American Antwan Stallworth 
(Hammond, IN / Danville Area C.C. trans-
fer) supported him with eight points and 
12 rebounds, compared to 10 points from 
Tennessean Ernest Hickman  (Dyersburg) 
and 10 points off the bench from two-sport 
standout Rob Gaddey (Carmi).  Tommy 
Hayes (Mt. Vernon) netted a pair of treys, 
but Region IV Tourney “MVP” Chad 
Rushing (Pinckneyville) was a non-factor 
due to the physical Cougar defense.

MEN’S GOLF Â
RLC All-American Bugg comes close
to following Amateur Champ Tiger

RLC, USA screamed the headline 
over the news release reprinted in Rend 
Lake College FYI for internal distribution, 
followed by the subhead . . .
Golf product Jace Bugg puts college on map
by reaching quarterfinals of .S. Amateur 
 It was a big deal.

   2 , 1997    

LEMONT  –  How best to put this all in 
perspective?  We will speak in terms almost 
everyone should be able to understand . . . 
Tiger-mania!
 A year ago, Stanford University’s Joel 
Kribel was losing in the semifinals of the 

U.S. Amateur Championship to rising mega-
star (and college teammate) Tiger Woods, 
who would then rally the next day for his 
third straight title in this most-prestigious 
event won previously by the likes of Jack 
Nicklaus.
 On Friday (August 22, 1997), Kribel was 
advancing to the semifinals of the 97th an-
nual tournament by defeating unheralded 
Jace Bugg of Henderson, KY.
 The same Jace Bugg who placed third 
individually to earn All-America honors in 
this spring’s NJCAA Division II Men’s Golf 
Championship and led Rend Lake College 
to a top-five national finish each of the last 
two seasons was just two match-play wins 
away from automatic berths in the 1998 
Masters and U.S. Open tournaments, among 
others.
 Not bad company Bugg was keeping on 
national TV.
 Kribel, of Pleasanton, CA, beat Bugg 5 
and 3 and was joined in the semifinals by his 
Walker Cup teammate, NCAA runner-up 
Brad Elder of the University of Texas;  two-
time Big Ten Conference “Player of the Year” 
and fellow Walker-Cupper Randy Leen of 
Indiana, and Georgia Tech’s Atlantic Coast 
Conference “Freshman of the Year” Matt 
Kuchar.
 Kuchar eventually downed Kribel in the 
36-hole finale, 2 and 1.
 To reach the position of being one of the 
top eight amateurs in the country, Rend Lake 
College’s Bugg had to first qualify region-
ally for the U.S. Amateur, advance as one 
of the top 64 players following two days of 
medal-play competition and then beat his 
first three match-play opponents.
 Bugg was in a five-way tie for third 
with his 36-33–69 total after the first day of 
qualifying on Monday.  He slipped to a 76 on 
Tuesday but still made the cut from a field 
of 312.
 He won his match-play encounter easily 
on Wednesday before winning a pair of deci-
sions 2 and 1 on Thursday at Cog  Hill Golf 
and Country Club, in the heart of Chicago.
 Bugg eliminated Walker Taylor of 
Wilmington, NC, in the morning and Terry 
O’Loughlin of White Bear Lake, MN, in the 
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The ‘Hummer Scramble’
longstanding fund-raiser
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 SUSIE WOODWARD 
Hall of Fame Charter Mem-
ber still held Lady Warrior 
highs for pts. (849 / 1,3 8), 
ppg and FG. / 1981-83

 CLIFF MCINTOSH 
2x All-GRAC (MVP as soph) 
as record-setting P-1B-DH 
–  9  RBI in 108 games as 
soph, 22 CG. / 1984-8

 RICK GAEBEo 
Catalyst, record-setter  for 
82-2  team. Silver Louisville 
Slugger bat as National Juco 

All-America 2B. / 1984-8
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Did you know? Warrior
Soccer first arrived in ’65
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Warrior Gymnastics Team
represented MVCC, ’65-66
19 -19
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U.S. Open will complete
third leg of Metzger Slam
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two months later in the 1997 U.S. Amateur 
Championship.
 • Won for the first time as a professional 
in 2001, his third year on the Canadian Tour.  
Thanks to meeting the South Carolina Chal-
lenge better than anyone else, he finished 
fourth on the Tour’s money list for the year.
 Bugg shot a course-record 63 on the final 
day (March 11) to come from six strokes off 
the pace at the start of the day  –  tied for 
ninth at 5-under par after rounds of 72, 68 
and 71  –  and win by three shots with his 
14-under total of 274.
 “I feel extremely happy right now.  This 
day was supposed to come a long time ago,” 
the obviously young-but-impatient Bugg, 
24,  was quoted on the tour’s website.  “I’m 
proud of my patience the last few days.  
The way I have been hitting the ball, I had 
a feeling it was just a matter of time.”
 “More than anything,” he added, “this 
teaches me how to win,” Bugg told The Golf 
Channel.
 He won $24,000 over the Davis Love III 
Course at Barefoot Resort and also got a 
plug in for Coach Dave Smith’s perennial 
RLC national contenders during The Golf 
Channel’s post-victory interview.
 According to his hometown Henderson 
Gleaner, Bugg moved into contention with 
a four-under 32 on the front nine.  Follow-
ing his only bogey of the day at No. 10, he 
birdied the next hole, gained a share of the 
lead on No. 13 with his third eagle in as 
many days, went one up with birdies on the 
next two holes and sealed the deal on No. 
18.  His wedge from 120 yards out found 
the steep slope behind the green and rolled 
back toward the hole, “where it rattled the 
flag for what was nearly his second eagle.  
He settled for a two-foot tap-in for his eighth 
birdie of the round.”  
 • Earned his membership on the more 
prestigious Buy.com Tour with his victory at 
the April 2002 Arkansas Classic after gaining 
entry as a Monday qualifier.  He birdied the 
last three holes in Hot Springs Village, AR 
to post a final-round 65 and overtake Jason 
Caron by one and third-round leader Aaron 
Baddeley by two with his tournament-
record, 17-under-par total of 271.  One of 
the keys prior to Nos. 16-18 was an eagle by 
the 25-year-old Bugg on the 589-yard eighth 
hole, when he ripped a two-iron to within 
two feet of the hole.  
 The victory was worth $81,000 and  –  
believe it or not  –  more importantly, full 
exempt status (i.e., no more Monday quali-

afternoon on Thursday.  The day before, he 
moved on with a 5 and 3 verdict over Chad 
Wright of Ventura, CA.
 It was not until  he met Kribel on Friday 
he finally met his match.
 “I could tell (Bugg) was getting frus-
trated,” Kribel told reporters afterward.  
“I know he didn’t play as well as he was 
capable of or as he would have liked.  That’s 
the most difficult thing about this tourna-
ment being so long.
 “Everybody is going to have an off day.  
You have to be lucky to get through it.”
 The 20-year-old Bugg won three tourna-
ments as a freshman and three as a sopho-
more, leading Coach Dave Smith’s Warriors 
to a No. 1 national ranking.  RLC finished 
third in the NJCAA Finals his first season, 
when he also won the combined Division 
II and III “Longest Drive” Contest at the 
national finals, and was fifth this year.
 Earlier this summer, Bugg placed third 
in the Kentucky State Amateur after sharing 
the opening-round lead and was champion 
of the 67th annual Tri-State Open in Evans-
ville, IN.  Following the summer of amateur 
competition, he hopes to turn pro by joining 
the Emerald Coast mini-tour in the Destin, 
FL, area.
 Kribel qualified for match-play with a 
71-68–139, compared to a 145 total for Bugg 
and Kuchar.  Wright had worked his way in 
at 142, O’Loughlin at 145 and Taylor at 146.
 PGA phenom Tiger Woods captured this 
event a year ago by defeating Kribel in the 
semis and then rallying past Steve Scott after 
being down by five shots on the back nine.  
Scott did not make the qualifying cut this 
time.
 But RLC product Jace Bugg did.  Quite a 
show!

MEN’S GOLF Â
Two-time professional champ Bugg
struck down en route to PGA Tour

Simply put, Jace Bugg could have been 
the most famous former student-athlete to 
ever play for Rend Lake College.

That is no exaggeration.  We are not talk-
ing some sports writer’s hyperbole;  we are 
talking reality.

Heck, with any kind of break, Jace Bugg 
should have been the most famous ex-
Warrior in history.  He was well on his way.
 • Juco All-America.  Member of RLC 
teams that finished third (freshman) and 
fifth (sophomore) in the NJCAA Division 
II Championships.  Upstart quarterfinalist 



fiers) the rest of the year as well as the 2003 
season.
 • Still not famous enough?
 Bugg took advantage of his new-found 
rank in his golf life to stay in the Top Ten of 
Buy.com Tour participants more than half-
way through the summer.  He was seventh, 
in fact, when the top 15 at season’s end 
automatically qualified for the Professional 
Golfers Association (PGA) Tour.  
 He had earned $121,395 and the future 
could not have seemed much brighter for 
Bugg and his high school sweetheart, Hen-
derson, KY, native and frequent tour caddy, 
wife Misty.
 Then a sore wrist developed.  Worse, it 
would not heal completely.  He began to 
struggle on the tour and finally had to take 
more than a month off toward the end of the 
season.  Instead of relaxing, he developed 
what he described as severe flu-like symp-
toms.
 By October, he had managed to play two 
more tournaments and was still exempt to 
final stages of Qualification School for the 
2003 PGA Tour.  Conversely, he could barely 
make it down many of the fairways during 
the Tournament Championship.
 Eventually, a diagnosis.  
 “I felt like I’d been punched in the stom-
ach,” Misty Bugg said of the moment she 
learned of her husband’s leukemia. “But we 
never asked why.”

 Other reactions?
 From Columnist Rex Hoggard, writing 
for Golfweek Magazine, December 20-27, 
2003 . . .
 “As news of Jace Bugg’s death swept 
across Orange County National December 5, 
a quiet wave of sadness grew.  Yet, as the re-
ality of a lost life set in, the bereaved seemed 
to skip the five stages of grief (Kubler-Ross), 
opting instead for celebration.  Not a cel-
ebration of death, but of a unique life.
 “A life lived so fully and without pre-
tense as to make the seriousness assigned 
to PGA Tour Qualifying School seem simple 
by comparison.  Pressure isn’t a four-footer 
for par at the 108th hole with as Tour card 
hanging in the balance.  Pressure is dragging 

yourself to the first tee when the only thing 
you want in life is to be away from the golf 
course and with Bugg’s family and friends 
during this emotional time.
 “‘I thought about (leaving while) walk-
ing to the 10th tee (his first hole of the day) 
this morning,’ said David Branshaw, who 
first met Bugg at a Canadian Tour event in 
June 1999.  ‘I wanted to get in the car.  I kept 
thinking, it’s not too late to walk over to the 
car and jump on a plane.’
 “Never mind that Branshaw’s 69-70 start 
represented his best chance to date to earn 
a PGA Tour card.  He stayed not because of 
his solid start but because it was what Bugg 
would have wanted.
 “‘He’d be mad at me if I left,’ Branshaw 
said.
 “Bugg  –  who was diagnosed with 
acute myelogenous leukemia shortly after 
the 2002 Nationwide Tour Championship  
–  died much like he lived, quietly and with 
dignity.  After 12 months of chemotherapy 
treatments and an unsuccessful bone mar-
row transplant, he suffered a brain hemor-
rhage early December 4 and died a few 
hours later after being taken to St. Mary’s 
Medical Center in Evansville, IN.  He was 
27.
 “Bugg remained predictably positive 
to the end.  Two days earlier, he dismissed 
questions about his own health and chal-
lenged Branshaw to make this his last Q-
School.
 “‘We talked about normal stuff.  He kept 
saying, ‘You’re good enough,’ Branshaw 
said. ‘He said he was all right . . . everything 
was good.’
 “Bugg neither coveted attention nor felt 
comfortable with it.
 “There was a surprise birthday party 
last year in Arizona.  Ken Duke, another 
Canadian Tour veteran who spent the week 
at Q-School wrestling with his emotions, 
doesn’t remember if Bugg was surprised 
by the impromptu gathering, but he does 
recall his friend being uncomfortable in the 
spotlight.
 “‘He’s kind of like I am.  Just give him 
some food and he’d go about his business,’ 

 -  - 

Three cheers for RLC-SIU:
Barnfield, Crocker, Watts
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 CHAD STOMBAUGH 
Second-Team All-America
C hit .375 with record 17/
27 HR, 113/200 RBI. 2x 
All-GRAC, inc. MVP. / ’8 -88

ATHLETIC STANDOUTS
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RLC’s home golf course
opens for business in ’75
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Duke said.  ‘He didn’t need anything fancy.  
Just something simple and he’d be fine.’

“In Bugg, Duke found a kindred spirit.  
Another unassuming soul with a southern 
drawl and simple approach to a complicated 
game.  Duke and Bugg bonded quickly 
North of the Border and were on similar 
paths to the PGA Tour before doctors dis-
covered Bugg’s illness.

“As he scaled golf’s pro ranks, the coun-
try boy from Henderson, KY, touched almost 
everyone he met.  Always approachable and 
easy-going, Bugg was an easy target for 
good-natured ribbing.
 “‘I just remember him waddling down 
the fairway,’ Duke said, laughing as he 
remembered his friend.  ‘I’d never seen too 
many people 24-years-old who didn’t have 
much hair, so we gave him a hard time about 
that.’
 “He was the type of person who thought 
of others to the very end.  His wife and 
friends were foremost in his thoughts even 
as the cancer ravaged his body.”
 The Buggs “considered the disease that 
was destroying Jace as an opportunity to 
help others.  An opportunity to create hope 
where none existed.  From his hospital bed 
he organized a bone marrow drive and lob-
bied anyone who would listen to register as 
a donor.
 “‘I just want to save lives.  If I could just 
save at least one person at M.D. Anderson 
(Cancer Center) who is waiting for a donor, 
I would be thrilled,’ Bugg wrote in an e-mail 
in September.
 “His words were persuasive.  Jason Bohn 
registered to be a donor, not an altogether 
painless procedure for a pro athlete  whose 
livelihood depends on a healthy body.
 “‘He was the type of person who once 
you met him you wanted to be around him,’ 
said Bohn.”
 “There was a funeral service December 
8 in Henderson, at a church not far from the 
high school where Jace and Misty became 
sweethearts.
 “At another ceremony, a few hours 
later and 825 miles to the south, Duke and 
Branshaw were accepting their PGA Tour 
cards after finishing tied for fourth and 12th, 
respectively, at Orange County National.  
Later, they were joined by Bohn, who earned 
his ’04 Tour card via his ninth-place finish 
on the Nationwide Tour money list, at a 
‘Welcome to the PGA Tour’ seminar.
 “They were all headed to a bigger, better 
place.  Bugg was already there.”

 From GolfWorld Magazine Columnist Bill 
Fields, November 14, 2003  . . .
 “Most everyone around Henderson, KY, 
a little city in the northwest corner of the 
Bluegrass State, knows Jace Bugg.  He’s the 
big, strong kid who could hit a golf ball out 
of sight, who married his high school sweet-
heart, who got to see a lot of North America 
driving a motor home from one tournament 
to the next, apprenticing a dream.  He’s the 
fellow who made everyone else feel better.  
Until last fall, it seemed Bugg couldn’t count 
all the birdies he was making . . .
 “For country-boy golfers on the way up, 
doing exactly what they wanted to do, he 
led the league.”
 But that all changed.  “As he turned 
27 years old,” Fields continued, “he was 
tucked into his parents’ home, the house 
with an unusual greeting out front.  ‘We’ve 
got a sign on the door,’ said Misty, who met 
Jace in ninth grade when he asked her to 
the freshman dance.  ‘Come into this house 
expecting a miracle.’”
 “Bugg received a bone marrow trans-
plant May 12.  As of early October, he was 
feeling good, his efforts focused on getting 
people to register to become bone-marrow 
donors.  He was thinking about golf again, 
of how he would work himself back into 
shape to resume his career.  But as his Na-
tionwide Tour peers concluded the season 
two weeks ago, the grim news filtered out.  
The cancer was back and couldn’t be cor-
ralled, not even by some of the nation’s best 
doctors at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in 
Houston.
 “A good guy had gotten the worst news.  
‘He is liked by everybody,’ said buddy Da-
vid Branshaw.  ‘His positive attitude, his 
good ol’ boy style.  He is like a magnet for 
the players.  A lot of guys are nice to you if 
you have talent.  With Jace, he cares about 
you, not your talent.’
 “The same goes the other way now, 
although when pausing to recall the man, 
a little golf popped up, too.  ‘Best player I 
ever had,’ said Dave Smith, the golf coach 
at Rend Lake College.  ‘I knew Jace would 
make it as a pro.  He was so focused.’  
 “Old friend Mike Thomas took himself 
back about 10 years.  Bugg’s ball was in a 
fairway bunker on the par-5 sixth hole at 
Henderson C.C.  The normal play over the 
steep lip was an 8-iron back to the fairway.  
‘He had 240 to the green over a ditch,’ 
Thomas said.  ‘Jace flew a 3-wood to the 
back of the green.’
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Track and Field’s McKee
‘Assistant Coach of Year’
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“About the time of his relapse last month, 
Bugg was inducted into the Rend Lake Col-
lege Sports Hall of Fame.  Bugg couldn’t at-
tend (his father, Bill, accepted on his behalf, 
accompanied by former Warrior teammate 
and fellow Kentuckian Brandon Birney), 
but two weeks ago Smith went to see him 
in Henderson and present his plaque.  ‘He 
had his hands on it for an hour and a half,’ 
Smith said. For a little while on Autumn 
Lane, it was spring again.”

 And from Terran Lamp, writing in the 
July / August 2005 edition of Player Maga-
zine . . .
 “The story of Jace Bugg is filled with so 
many emotions that words can not possibly 
explain.  His life was one of dreams, tragedy 
and most importantly triumph.  Jace Bugg 
was not only a great golfer, but also a won-
derful son, husband and friend.  Everyone 
that Jace touched seemed to be captivated 
by his courage and his love of life.”
 Misty Bugg agreed with Branshaw.  
“Jace was like a magnet,” she commented.  
“People just wanted to be next to him.”
 The article’s footnote was a Funny Mo-
ment in Golf History:  “Jace was caddying 
for his best friend, David Branshaw.  They 
were walking down the fairway together 
talking after David had hit his tee shot.  Dave 
looked back and saw that Jace had left his 
golf bag on the tee box.  Needless to say, Jace 
was not a good caddy.”
 A footnote to his RLC career:  As a sopho-
more, Bugg had not yet won a tournament 
in Fall 1996 but the Warriors were 4-for-4, 
winning a fourth Highland 36 in five years;  
carding the lowest four-player, 18-hole total 
in team history to win the Parkland Invita-
tional with its under-under 284;  defending 
its title at the John Wood Invitational and 
knocking 25 strokes off its winning score 
the previous year with a score 46 shots be-
low the runner-up;  then winning the Rock 
Valley Golden Eagle Classic by nine strokes 
without a player among the top four.
 Bugg was ninth at Rock Valley, follow-
ing a fifth to open the season, a third and 
another fifth.
 But as he would discover when the 

team  van was well on its way to the Col-
lege of DuPage Classic in Glen Ellyn two 
days later, Bugg discovered he had failed to 
load his  clubs  –  his own bag, in this case  
–  when departing from Rockford.  Bugg 
and teammates scrambled to piece together 
a set of clubs for him, including the driver 
and other clubs belonging to a teammate’s 
brother who lived in the Chicago area.  
Bugg, healthy for the first time all fall after 
battling early season illness and injuries, 
used the borrowed clubs to win medalist 
honors by two strokes with a 35-39–74 and 
the Warriors won their fifth straight title by 
11.
 Bugg claimed the Lincoln Invitational 
and RLC Invitational, also, before he and 
Birney tied for second in the Region IV 
Tournament at The Rail Golf Course in 
Springfield.  His team won every fall tour-
nament but one, then began the spring 
campaign with a win in the Louisburg (NC) 
Invitational to make it nine tournament 
championships in 10 tries.
 Say what they will about his skills as 
a caddy, Jace Bugg was a good golfer.  An 
outstanding golfer.  And he may have been 
an even better person and representative of 
Rend Lake College athletics.       

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL Â
Two-time All-American pick Cowell
9-for-11 in NJCAA Finals, ‘joy to coach’

Sandwiched around her appearance 
on the 15-player NJCAA entry in the 1996 
Canada Cup International Women’s Fast-
Pitch Tournament, Rend Lake College Hall 
of Fame inductee Jaymie Cowell was a two-
time All-America honoree.

She earned First-Team status as a fresh-
man after leading the Lady Warriors to 
a first-ever appearance in the Women’s 
National Fast-Pitch Softball Tournament in 
Hutchinson, KS.  When the team failed to 
make a return trip the next spring, Cowell 
was relegated to Second-Team All-America.
 Her 1995-96 storybook season might be 
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‘Coach of Year’ (cont.)

 JAYMIE COWELL 
All-American hit .427 for 
National Fast-Pitch finalists.
Played in ’9  Canada Cup 
for NJCAA Stars. / Sp ’9

 JACE BUGG 
First-Team All-America
(3rd) for fifth-place golf 
squad. uarterfinalist in 
U.S. Amateur. / Sp-Sum ’97

 MATT ARMSTRONG 
Transfer was six-time golf 
medalist and First-Team 
All-America (4th) for D-II
NJCAA runner-up. / Sp ’95

BRYANT LOWE 
First RLC cager named First-
Team All-America after rating 
3rd in scoring (27.3) and 5th 
in rebounds (11.7). / 1995-9

 APRIL LONG 
Second-Team All-America 
had 90 RBI in 58 games as 
soph (138 career), plus nine 
other records. / 1993-95

ATHLETIC STANDOUTS



summed up by her three-game appearance in 
the NJCAA Championships, where she went 
9-for-11 at the plate and really helped make 
a name for both herself and Rend Lake Col-
lege on the national softball scene.  She went 
3-for-3 in her debut against South Suburban,
including a lead-off double and run scored in 
a 3-2 win;  3-3 vs. Lakeland (OH) with a lead-
off home run, plus an intentional walk, in a 
4-2 loss;  3-5 vs. Indian Hills (IA), including
a solo roundtripper in the third, a dramatic, 
tying home run in the seventh to stave off 
elimination and a one-out double in the bot-
tom of the ninth, when she was left stranded 
at third in a 6-5 setback.  Her selection to the 
NJCAA All-Tournament Team obviously was 
a no-brainer despite the team’s 1-2, ninth-
place showing in a 16-team field.

Additional honors for the career .426 hit-
ter with 104 extra-base hits, 155 runs scored 
and 123 RBIs in 150 games  . . .  All-Region 

IV leading vote-getter as a freshman, 
runner-up by a single tally the following 
year  . . .  All-Region IV Tournament 
Team  . . .  Great Rivers Athletic Conference 
“Most Valuable Player”  . . .  Signed with 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale 
Saluki Women in November of sophomore 
campaign, when she was a pre-season NJ-
CAA All-America.
 With a spring season still to play (one-
third of her total number of games), Cowell 
already owned career marks for home runs 
(23, 10 more than the previous best) and 
doubles (36, 11 more) and ranked second 
all-time in hits, runs scored, RBIs and triples.  
She also set single-season records as a fresh-
man for hits (95), doubles (24) and home 
runs (17).
 When she did depart, she left with both 
the No. 1 and No. 2 single-seasons all-time 
in home runs and doubles as well as rank-
ing 1-3 in hits and runs scored.  She also had 
the most walks in a season and boasted the 
second- and third-best RBI totals and was 
2-4 in triples.  Career-wise, she was head-
and-shoulders above the competition in 
hits (207-486), runs, doubles (55), home runs 
(29) and bases on balls (63), second to fellow 
Hall-of-Famer and SIUC signee April Long 
in triples (20) and RBIs.
 Brazil (IN) Northview superstar hit 
“only” .388 the fall of her freshman year 
while adjusting to college softball, .437 that 
spring, .390 the following fall and .455 her 
final spring.  Her slugging percentage as a 
freshman was .875, her on-base percentage 
.473;  raised that OBA to .529 as a soph but 

let the slugging mark “slip” to .801 (her 
closest teammate was at a very respectable 
.480).  Team was a combined 46-21 that first 
year, 107-42-1 overall with her in the lineup.
 Coach Dave Ellingsworth described the 
Spring 2003 Hall of Fame inductee as a pure 
hitter, “a great offensive player, but she is 
a good defensive player, also, with a good 
arm, intelligent, and the ability to play two 
or three different positions (first and second 
base the first season, left field during 1996-
97).  She is just a good all-around player.  
She has been instrumental in an awful lot of 
wins for us;  I can’t say how many for sure, 
but I know there have been several.  But in 
addition to being a great softball player, she 
is a great person to be around, too.  And I 
mean that sincerely.  She is a joy to coach.”
 P.S.  How could Cowell have “only” 
been a Second-Team All-American pick as 
a sophomore after similar statistics to her 
first season when she garnered First-Team 
recognition?
 It had much more to do with local pet-
tiness than not making a second NJCAA 
national appearance.
 After her “Most Valuable Player” selec-
tion in Region IV as a freshman, she was 
one-point shy of repeating the following 
spring.  Strangely enough (?), Cowell was 
completely left off the ballot of one coach in 
his/her Top Ten voting.
 Mission accomplished, apparently, as 
the 1995-96 runner-up moved up a notch to 
“MVP” celebrity in 1996-97.  Cowell, who 
would have shared the title with as much 
as a No. 10 vote from the conniving coach 
with devious motives and won it outright 
again with anything from a No. 9 vote and 
above.
 The second brilliant season in a row for 
Cowell, who never did anything to anger an 
opposing team (or coach) except for beat-
ing them with her bat time and again, was 
relegated to Second-Team All-America as 
a result of her No. 2 rating within her own 
region.
 Had the local politics behind the Region 

IV voting been known at the NJCAA 
national level, things might have been dif-
ferent.  
 But First- and Second-Team All-America 
distinction is not too shabby.  Cowell is the 
only Rend Lake College All-America per-
former ever to be recognized twice in any 
sport which requires voting to be part of 
the placement policy (compared to a track 
athlete or golfer, for example, who earns 
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All-America status directly related to results 
in national finals).

STUDENT-ATHLETES Â
Six RLC Academic Teams of Year,
15 Individual All-Americans in ’05

      2

Rend Lake College . . . Community Col-
lege of Champions.

The simple fact is, if you are a student-
athlete looking for the best place to go to 
continue both your education and your 
playing career, an opportunity that com-
bines excellence on the court (or the playing
field, the track, etc.) with a quality classroom 
experience, you can not get much better than 
Ina, IL.
 Information provided by the National Ju-
nior College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
for the 2004-05 academic year would seem 
to lend credence to that claim.
 Phoenix College is clearly No. 1, but then 
Phoenix, AZ, and its surrounding popula-
tion of 3.5 million and an enrollment of 
12,000 students-plus has certain advantages 
over Rend Lake College and Ina.  (Not to 
mention the inherent disadvantages, also.)
 When it comes to NJCAA Academic All-
America honorees, Phoenix College stands 
out in a national crowd with 12 Fall / Spring 
Academic Teams-of-the-Year (out of 14 pos-
sible sports) and 25 individuals who merit 
Academic All-America status.
 • Rend Lake College boasts six Academic 
Teams of the Year for 2004-05, based on 
composite grade-point averages of 3.0 (on 
a 4.0-point scale) and higher.  That ranks in
a tie for fifth overall, behind Phoenix Col-
lege, Colby (KS) Community College and its 
11, Cowley County C.C. (KS) with nine and 
Herkimer (NY) County C.C. with seven.
 Warriors (six) and Lady Warriors (five) 
compete in a total of 11 sports.
 Others with as many as six are Paradise 
Valley C.C., also in Phoenix, the fifth-largest 
city in the U.S. at 1.4 million, Scottsdale (AZ) 
C.C. and Coffeyville (KS) C.C.
 • The five NJCAA Distinguished Aca-
demic All-Americans and 10 other Aca-
demic All-Americans representing Rend 
Lake College  –  15 in all  –  rate behind 

only Phoenix College, Coffeyville (22) and 
Herkimer County (18).  Hutchinson (KS) 
C.C. with 14 and Cowley County with 13 
rank immediately behind RLC.
 • The Lady Warrior Tennis Team, 
coached by Diane Metzger, moved to the 
head of its class with a 3.51 overall GPA.  
Twelve tennis squads nationally were rec-
ognized for classroom excellence, but none 
could match 3.51.
 • Away from the books, Warrior teams 
finished second nationally in Men’s Indoor 
Track and Field, falling 108.5-107 in March 
to seven-time defending champion Barton 
County C.C. (KS) in a sport which combines 
all levels of competition into one, and in NJ-
CAA Division II Men’s Golf, for the second 
time in its history.  Those teams are coached 
by Brent McLain (NJCAA “Coach of the 
Year” for the fourth time) and veteran Dave 
Smith, respectively.
 McLain’s three-time D-II National Cham-
pion Cross-Country squad settled for third 
this time in a combined field at Nationals, 
the Women’s Golf Team sent retiring Coach 
Cindy Corn off in high spirits with a best-
ever fourth-place showing and McLain’s 
troops claimed fifth overall in this spring’s 
Outdoor Track and Field Championships.
 • The Volleyball Team coached by Rhon-
da Carlton set the bar high as the lone Fall 
Academic Team of the Year from Rend Lake 
College thanks to its 3.26 GPA.  That ranked 
21st out of 42 volleyball teams recognized.
 • Recently announced Spring Academic 
Teams of the Year, in addition to Women’s 
Tennis, included Coach Dave Ellingsworth’s 
Lady Warrior Softball squad, tied for the 
fourth-highest GPA (3.40) out of 44 teams 
saluted;  Women’s Golf, No. 4 academically 
as well (out of 10) at 3.35;  the Women’s Bas-
ketball program of first-year Coach Gerald 
Mumbower, with its 3.32 GPA rating out of 
32, and the Men’s Basketball Team headed 
by Athletic Director / Coach Tim Wills, one 
of only six men’s cage squads honored with 
its 3.0 standard.
 • Individual standouts are headed by  
Distinguished Academic All-Americans 
April Gibson (Tilden / Sparta High School) 
in Softball, Kyla Parker (Marion) in Wom-
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Mr. ‘A’ becomes regular
in Peachtree Road Race
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 FRANCISCO TOMAS 
In program’s first season,
migrant workers’ son, 24, 
finished second by :03 in
D-II -Country. / Fall 2000

 JIM ‘HUMMER’ WAUGH 
IBCA / RLC Hall of Famer 
coached men (15 seasons) 
and women (14) with 500 
career wins, ’ -95. / 2001

 LEE YEARWOODo 
MVCC grad (19 2) one of
four Charter Members in 
Hall of Fame  – 2 .25 ppg 
(1,050 / 40 games). / 2000

 HAYLEY SIMMONS 
RLC Scholar-Athlete and 
Distinguished Academic All- 
America (4.0) won Region 
at #1, ITA Midwest. / ’00-02

 TRACY HAMILTON 
Undefeated (12-0) at #3 
Singles as soph for Lady 
Warriors. Region Champion 
at #5 first season. / ’9 -98

 DAN DEMENTo 
First-Team All-America 

2B hit .408 first year, then 
.422 (.415). Teams 72-3 , 

Region Champs. / 199 -98

MIKE BREYMAN 
Second-Team All-America belted HR 
every 7.5  at-bats – record 18 in 50g 
as soph for OF/1B.  Hit .390, .8 0 
SLG, .5 4 OBP.  2x All-GRAC. / ’00-02



en’s Basketball and Lisa Parker (Centralia) 
in Women’s Tennis, all with perfect 4.0 
GPAs, Women’s Golf member Nicole Adams 
(O’Fallon) and her 3.82 GPA and Baseball 
Pitcher Aaron Johnson (Slaughters, KY) and 
his 3.81 GPA.
 • Other All-America classroom stars 
are Sarah Blair (Salem), 3.67, and Sarah 
Dixon (Benton), 3.74 , in Women’s Tennis;  
Holly Cargal (Johnston City), 3.73, and 
Brandi Funburg (Goreville), 3.72, in Soft-
ball;  Sam Kleber (Urbana), 3.75, and Keith 
Scarbrough (Edwardsville), 3.65, in Men’s 
Basketball;  Justin Kunz (Lebanon), 3.66, in 
Cross-Country and Track and Field;  Ashley 
Schaeffer (Nashville), 3.67, and Brittany 
Schafer (Flora), 3.70, in Softball, and Stacy 
White (Sparta), 3.79, in Volleyball.

Credit for the academic success can be 
shared by many, including the individual 
student-athletes responsible and their 
families and educational backgrounds, 
the coaches who recruited them, college 
administrators and instructors who believe 
in a well-rounded athletic program and a 
grant-funded Learning Enhancement Cen-
ter, headed by Tara Sullivan and Julie Mum-
bower, which provides academic support 
for student-athletes and all other students 
requesting assistance.

                

 It was more of the same in 2005-06, when 
six Rend Lake College Academic Teams of 
the Year were again honored, with three 
Distinguished Academic All-Americans 
from RLC and three other Academic All-
Americans . . .
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WOMEN’S TENNIS Â
Lady Warrior netters in ’05 and ’06
put academics first and second

Lady Warrior Tennis Teams under the 
direction of Diane Metzger have been very 
successful on the court for many years while 

limiting recruiting almost exclusively to 
Southern Illinois STUDENT-athletes.  Note 
the emphasis.
 While two Region IV championships 
and six berths in NJCAA Nationals are tes-
timony to their tennis skills, Lady Warrior 
netters shined even brighter recently.
 In 2004-05, Metzger was the proud coach 
of the Women’s Tennis Team with the No. 1 
grade-point average in the country.  As one 
of 12 Academic Teams of the Year recognized 
in Women’s Tennis, no one could top RLC’s 
composite 3.51 GPA (4.0-point scale) headed 
by Distinguished Academic All-America 
honoree Lisa Parker (4.0 / Centralia) and 
Academic All-Americans Sarah Dixon (3.74
/ Benton) and Sarah Blair (3.67 / Salem).  
Other classroom contributors were Laney 
Gillespie (Mt. Vernon), Laura Hamilton (Mt. 
Vernon), Kady Nelson (Crossville / Carmi-
White County H.S.), LeAnn Nitz (Centralia) 
and Sunny Thomas (Salem).  By the way, 
they just happened to be ranked No. 19 in 
the nation that season in ITA Division I for 
their playing skills.
 The following year, the Lady Warrior net-
ters slipped to No. 2 in the country with their 
classroom performance.  But do not  think 
that No. 1 rating the year before caused any 
letdown.  RLC netters actually upped their 
Academic Team of the Year standards for 
2005-06 to a composite 3.70 GPA (second 
out of 19 teams) behind another 4.0 from 
Distinguished Academic All-America pick 
Parker and the 3.72 of Gillespie, along with 
Nelson, Shanna Beasley (Salem), Kesara 
Becker (Salem), Whitney Luttrell ( enia) 
and Lindsay Mateer (Mt. Vernon).  Inci-
dentally, before final grades were posted, 
Metzger’s braintrust claimed a Region IV 
title and advanced to the NJCAA Champion-
ships once again.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Â
Wessel, Hyatt, Poninski, Ray, Weis
spark record 73-25 run from ’85-88

Perhaps nobody would have predicted 
a record-setting season for the 1985-86 
Lady Warrior basketball team.  But that is 
exactly what is was after the unassuming 
team started strong (9-2) and finished with 
a flourish (12-5) en route to a 22-12 mark, 
one victory more than the 1982-83 quintet.
 It did not last long.  Thanks to the return 
of three sophomores, including leading scor-
er Cynthia Wessel and guard Susie Gardner, 
and a deep, talented Freshman Class, the 
1986-87 squad coached by Jim “Hummer” 
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IBCA-recognized Coaches
Haskins, Waugh win 500+
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Waugh obliterated the record with 14-0 and 
23-2 starts and a 26-5 finish.
 So with 6-foot-2 NCAA Division I pros-
pect (and future Hall-of-Famer) Cheryl Weis 
uniting with the two top point-producers 
from that team, three of the top four re-
bounders and the second-leading assists 
provider, could we expect three records 
for most wins in a season in three years?  
Almost.  The 1987-88 gang also started 14-0, 
then 18-1 before falling one triumph short 
at 25-8.
 That is a three-year mark of 73-25 (.745) 
for Waugh & Co., an era never approached 
before or after by any other trio of Lady 
Warrior or Warrior basketball teams in 41 
years.
 Integral parts those first two seasons 
included 5-11 center Wessel (Carlyle), who 
scored 839 points in 55 games (15.3 ppg), 
missing six games around mid-season as a  
sophomore, and 5-5 Gardner (West Frank-
fort), with 444 points (7.5). 
 Notable contributors in Years 2-3 were 
headed by Tracy Hyatt (Owensville, IN / 
Gibson Southern H.S.) and Karen Ponin-
ski (Woodlawn), both 5-10 forwards who 
earned All-Great Rivers Athletic Conference 
honors as freshmen, and Carol Ray (Mt. Ver-
non), who represented RLC in cross-country 
as a one-person team and departed with a 
team-record 308 assists on the hardwood.
 When RLC squeaked past Wabash Valley, 
70-69, for its best-ever 26th win, Freshman 
Hyatt tallied a season-high 32 points on 
16-of-21 shooting, pulled down a dozen 
rebounds and was credited with five steals 
/ recoveries.
 Unfortunately, those three seasons pro-
duced only one post-season victory, in 1988.  
Eight of the losses were to the John A. Logan 
Lady Vols, twice ending in elimination from 
the Section Tournament.  The 26-5 season 
ended all too suddenly in the squad’s Sec-
tion IV opener, a 61-58 setback against the 
same WVC Lady Warrior namesake the 
RLC Lady Warriors had beaten by one in 
the regular-season finale.
 P.S.  Weis stuck around for a 19-14 cam-
paign in 1988-89, giving the Lady Warriors 
a four-year span of 92-39.

CROSS-COUNTRY Â
Cheruiyots on fire ... Co-hosts Ben
and Pasca take individual honors 

    B  2 7

The Cheruiyots carried Rend Lake 
College across the finish line of the National 
Junior College Athletic Association 2007 
Men and Women’s Cross-Country Champ-
ionships hosted for the first time by the 
Warriors and Lady Warriors at Rend Lake 
Golf Course in Whittington.
 RLC distance runners Ben Cheruiyot and 
Pasca Cheruiyot took the top spots in the 
men and women’s races  –  a first in RLC 
cross-country history.
 Freshman Ben Cheruiyot (Eldoret, 
Kenya) was followed down the stretch 
by teammates and fans as he clinched his 
National Championship by a couple of 
feet over repeat runner-up Daniel Maina of 
Cowley County Community College (KS).
 “It feels good,” Cheruiyot said after the 
race. “I have trained hard for this . . . this is 
only the beginning.”
 The Honor Roll student-athlete later told 
local media, “If I was going to die, I wanted 
to do it at the finish line.”
 Rend Lake Sophomore Elkanah Kibet 
(Eldoret, Kenya) came in second for the 
Warriors and fifth in the race after being 
outlegged at the finish of the 8K Race by 
John Kosgei of South Plains C.C. (T ).
 The host Warriors fell short of repeating 
as national champion after coming in fourth 
as a team. Combining with Cheruiyot and 
Kibet for the 133-point team score were 
Jeremy Whitaker (Granite City) in 35th, 
Henry Lee (Gary, IN) in 41st and Sagar Patel 
(Palatine) in 51st. Freshman Bailey Bunyan 
Cobden) was the sixth man for RLC, coming 
in 91st out of more than 220 runners.
 Lansing (MI) Community College took 
top honors in the men’s race, followed by 
Iowa Central C.C. and Central Arizona 
College.  
 The Lady Warriors matched their No. 9 
national ranking perfectly as RLC runners 
combined for a ninth-place score of 251.
 Sophomore Pasca Cheruiyot (Eldoret, 
Kenya) was impressive throughout the race. 
She finished in 16:13, 14 seconds faster than 
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Warrior cagers in ’88-89
up to 12th in NJCAA poll
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 IAN HORNABROOKo 
First Warrior to win indi-

vidual National title (Cross-
Country Fall ’01 / ’02) and 

led teams to titles. / ’01-03

 ERIC ALBERTER 
Middle-distance runner 4x 
NJCAA National Champ and 
9x All-America. RLC twice
Indoor runner-up. / ’04-0

 LISA PARKER 
RLC Scholar-Athlete was 
2x Distinguished Academic 
All-America (4.0). Region 
Champ at #1, #3. / ’04-0

 JASON CRAIGo 
2x National Champ, x All-
America ran leg for record 
USA 4x400M Relay in 2004

Italy World Juniors. / ’03-05

 JACE BUGGo 
On verge of earning spot on 
PGA Tour, 27-year-old died 
following 13-month battle 

with leukemia. / Dec. 5, 2003
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Shively (7-0) hurls squad
(25-3) to 19th win in row
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another repeating runner-up, Lillian Badaru 
of South Plains. The time knocked well over 
a minute off Cheruiyot’s first 5K time in this, 
her inaugural cross-country season for the 
Lady Warriors.
 Cheruiyot was joined by Sophomore 
Kim Beardwood (Ontario, Canada) in 
16th, Freshman Bethany Kirkpatrick (Mt. 
Vernon) in 35th, Soph Nikura Walls (Colp) 
in 43rd and Freshman Amanda Jourdan 
(Mt. Vernon) in 156th.  RLC Freshman Sarah 
Nolen (West Frankfort) did not figure in the 
five-person team scoring in 168th.
 Iowa Central took national honors in the 
women’s race, followed by Butler County 
and El Paso (T ) C.C.
 It was the first time in Rend Lake College 
history to host a national athletics event.  
The Warrior / Lady Warrior program also has
been selected to host the NJCAA National 
Championships again in 2012 and 2014.

WOMEN’S GOLF Â
Kasey, Bivens Class of ’02 mates
establish lofty standards on links 
 The Freshman Class in Fall 2000 included 
six young ladies who converged from near 
and far to bond as one, develop lasting 
friendships and set a standard of excellence 
for all other Women’s Golf Team members 
to come.
 Meet Coach Cindy Corn’s personal 
recruiting class:  two-time Region IV 
Medalist  Bobbie Jo Bivens, from Central Il-
linois (Petersburg Porta High School);  2008 
RLC Sports Hall of Fame Inductee Elizabeth 
Kasey, a shy NJCAA Second-Team All-
America honoree from Panama City Beach, 
FL (Bay High);  Southern Illinoisans Candice 
Vogt (Salem), Megan Mosel (Carbondale) 
and Julie Presley (West Frankfort), who can 
forever boast of the distinction of being the 
first player signed by the new program, and 
Southern Indiana contribution Stephanie 
Eller (Terre Haute South H.S.).
 Those six, along with Highland’s Nonie 
Ehlke (Highland) that first season, started 
out as (almost) winners in their debut 
together and capped two seasons with a 
Region IV Championship and sixth-
in-the-nation NJCAA Women’s National 
Golf Championship showing in 2000 and 
a Region IV Championship rerun and 
seventh-in-the-nation NJCAA Finals per-
formance in 2001.
 John A. Logan College had dominated 
the Juco women’s golf scene in Southern 
Illinois until Rend Lake College decided 

to enter the picture.  That power quickly 
moved north to Ina.
 In their first intercollegiate match, the 
Lady Warriors put three players among the 
top-10 finishers in a 12-team event which 
featured primarily four-year programs.  
But RLC was not able to overcome the 1-2 
individual punch of host Southern Indiana 
and settled for a runner-up showing.
 The Evansville-based home squad posted 
a four-player score of 346, seven strokes bet-
ter than the 353 total by the New Kids on the 
Block in the University of Southern Indiana 
Fall Invitational at Helfrich Golf Course.
 Five states were represented, but no 
team could equal the Lady Warrior effort of 
Bivens, fifth with an 85, seventh-place Kasey 
(87, tie) and ninth-place Vogt (88, tie).  Ehlke 
completed scoring with a 93.
 Over the next few weeks, the all-
freshman squad gained experience playing 
against other four-year opponents.  Corn’s 
contingent also won the four-team RLC 
Mary M. O’Neal Classic by one shot over 
Logan behind the tournament’s two lead-
ing performers, Bivens in a run-away at 
81-77–158 and Vogt at 84-89–173, and was 
second to Truman State in the unique JALC 
Match Cup, thanks to the second-place effort 
of the Bivens-Vogt duo.
 Region IV Title No. 1 came when 
the upstart program rallied on Day Two to 
capture the automatic NJCAA Nationals 
berth with its winning 352-351–703 total.  
Logan qualified five individuals with its 
346-365–711.
 Bivens struggled to a 91 on opening day 
but overcame wind, rain and cold the sec-
ond round.  Her 79–170 merited individual 
honors and All-Region IV distinction, 
along with Kasey (fourth, 85-89–174), Ehlke 
(fifth, 89-90–179) and Vogt (sixth, 87-93–180) 
at The Rail Golf Course in Springfield.
 Fewer jitters resulted in lower scores 
daily for first-time participant Rend Lake 
College in the NJCAA Finals at Par-71 
Shawnee (OK) Country Club.  Kasey was 
steady from the start, but her initial 88 and 
even-better 81 (tied for ninth) could not 
prevent her team from ranking eighth each 
of the first two days.  Vogt stepped forward 
in Round Three, when she chipped in on No. 
18 to record one of Wednesday’s 12 lowest 
scores at 86 and the Lady Warriors moved 
up two places.
 Kasey was not to be denied.  Her 88-81-
89-80–338 was good for ninth overall and 
Second-Team All-America status.
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Kaufman’s 68 a record;
Keim in Hole-in-One Club 
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The top four teams were the same as the 
previous year, with defending champion 
Midland Community College (T ) repeating 
at 1,261 behind the reverse 1-2 finish  of its 
two Scotland imports, 2000 Medalist Pam 
MacKay and 1999 Medalist Linzi Morton.  
McLennan C.C. and Tyler Jr. College made it 
a Texas stranglehold at the top, yet even they 
were 72 and 128 strokes back, respectively.
 Arizona (Pima C.C.) and Florida (Day-
tona Beach C.C.) squeezed in ahead of the 
Illinois Lady Warriors in sixth with their 
ever-improving 379-367-361-355–1,462.  Lo-
gan was seventh in a 12-team competition, 
another 27 strokes back.
 Vogt and Bivens tied for 30th overall 
with scores of 95-92-86-92–365 and 92-94-
88-91–365, respectively.  Mosel made giant 
strides each day to close in 52nd with her 
110-100-98-92–400 and Ehlke was 56th out 
of 73 players at 104-102-102-103–411, with 
her opening round figuring in team scoring.
 “We’re thrilled,” Corn admitted.  “The 
girls are exhausted . . . to have played five 
straight days (counting practice) of pressure-
packed golf.  But the weather was wonder-
ful today (for the final 18) after three awful 
days.  To keep improving each day really 
says something for them.  I don’t think they 
realize yet what they have accomplished.”
 Kasey, noted her proud coach, “was tre-
mendous.  She was very nervous.  She was 
up and down, scrambling, but played well.  
I watched her for a few holes but tried to 
keep my distance so I wouldn’t add to her 
nerves.
 “Megan Mosel is a hero, too, and Can-
dice.  Bobbie Jo did not have a good tour-
nament for her  –  the course isn’t made for 
someone who hits it high like she does  –  but 
Candice really hung in there and stepped 
her game up for us, and Megan shooting 92 
today was awesome.  She played No. 6 for 
us most of the fall, so she really has come a 
long way.”

 Added Corn, “I’ll have to give two MVP 
awards, one to Bobbie Jo for her play in 
the fall and one to Elizabeth for the spring.  
What an effort!  Megan has to get our ‘Most 
Improved’ Award and Candice the ‘Most 
Dedicated’ Award.  She (Vogt) is our hardest 
worker and it paid off for her out there.”
 Year Two was every bit as exciting.
 The wily old veterans welcomed each 
other back by winning the eight-team USI 
2000 Fall Invitational with a four-player, 
18-hole composite of 341, six shots ahead 
of bridesmaid Brescia University (KY).  
Nontraditional newcomer Roberta Sentel of 
Benton joined the squad and made an im-
mediate impact with her third-place round 
of 83 (tie), followed by Bivens (fifth, 84 tie), 
Vogt and Kasey (both eighth, 87 tie).
 Rend Lake College was second in the 
four-year, 20-team Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity Lady Titan Invite, trailing only Rhodes 
College (TN), 634-642, with Bivens taking 
home Medalist honors from Bloomington  
with her four-over par 76-72–148 card.  That 
was followed by a sixth against a strong 
four-year field at the University of Evans-
ville Lady Aces Invitational and another 
runner-up finish (to Transylvania Univer-
sity, KY, no thanks to a scorecard playoff) 
in the Brescia University Fall Invite).
 If not already, their legacy was cemented 
in mid-October 2000 . . .
 Following 36 holes of intense competition 
and nearly a two-day wait for a ruling by 
the national office, the defending champions 
in Region IV women’s golf repeated their 
claims to fame at The Rail in Springfield.
 RLC Soph Bivens shot 80-84–164 to du-
plicate the individual medalist title she won 
the year before and led the Lady Warriors 
of Coach Cindy Corn to a second NJCAA 
National Championship berth in as many 
tries.
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Saluki Freshmen cagers
attract attention, nip RLC
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 ZACH RILEY 
NJCAA National Champion 
named Outdoor Track and 
Field Athlete of Meet after
7-4 High Jump. / Spring 2011

 CORY HOLMAN / SAMBUo 
NJCAA Champs Indoors 
(Heptathlon/HJ) / Out-

doors (5000/10000, Relay) 
Athletes of the Meet. / 09

 RYAN BAILEY 
2x NJCAA Sprint Champ
for RLC Medal-winner in 
2012 London Olympics 
representing USA. / ’08-09

 BOAZ LALANG 
Kenyan took INA to ChINA
for 2008 Bei ing Olympics. 

x Indoor/Outdoor NJCAA 
distance champion. / ’07-08

 STEPHEN SAMBUo 
Most decorated Warrior 
2x Cross-Country Medalist,
8x Indoor/Outdoor Track 
National Champ. / 2008-10

 JESSICA MERIWEATHERo 
4x NJCAA Champ competed 
in 2008 World Jr. Champ-
ionships in Poland after -
1.25 High Jump. / 2007-09

PASCA CHERUIYOT / BEN CHERUIYOT 
Female Champion of NJCAA Cross-Country Finals 
hosted by RLC wins 3x Indoor Track, 2x Outdoors 
and was 10x All-America.  Ben gave family sweep of 
Cross-Country honors as Men’s Medalist. / 2007-08

LEROY DAVID GRIFFIN 
Distinguished Academic All-America (3.9  GPA) distinguished him-
self on golf course as team’s first NJCAA National Champ.  Started 
and finished out front – -70-7 -71–283 – but it took two playoff 
holes to break three-way deadlock for D-II crown. / May 2009

TYLER HOLLOWAY / ISAIAH WILLIAMS 
First two NJCAA National Championships in 
Wrestling come from Holloway at 133  and 
Williams at 1 5 .  (Austin Moorehead was 
runner-up at 184 .  Team was 3rd. / 2010-11

AMANDA BUCHANAN 
After three days of rainouts, Lady Warrior golfer made 
the most of 18-hole NJCAA Championships.  Finished in 
tie for fifth at 40-3 –7 , First-Team All-America status. 
/ May 2009

ATHLETIC STANDOUTS
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Running with Champions
in Eldoret, Kenya – Africa 
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 The Rend Lakers survived a disqualifi-
cation of one of their top players on Friday 
before benefiting from a DQ to a rival player 
from John A. Logan on Day Two.  A final 
decision by National Junior College Athletic 
Association officials Monday morning left 
Rend Lake College with a two-day total of 
343-344–687, one better than Logan at 343-
345–688.
 Returning All-America pick Kasey 
backed Bivens’ effort with an 84-88–172.  But 
it was the resiliency of rookie Sentel that al-
lowed the defending champs to escape with 
a second straight Region IV trophy.
 Sentel was disqualified on Friday when 
she misinterpreted the rules and did not go 
ahead and play two balls on one disputed 
hole prior to a decision being made.  With 
Logan questioning her eligibility the next 
day, Sentel nevertheless went out and shot 
a team-low 82 on Saturday.
 All might have been for naught, however, 
had an excited Lady Volunteer not counted 
a wrong score on her final hole and been 
disqualified.
 That, along with the NJCAA ruling Sentel 
was eligible to play the final 18 holes after 
her score was scratched the first day, handed 
the championship back to Rend Lake Col-
lege.
 The scores of All-Region performers 
Bivens and Kasey were added Friday with 
Vogt’s 89 and Eller’s 90.
 Vogt returned Saturday with a 90 and 179 
total, to go with Sentel’s 82.
 Veteran Mosel gained the fifth individual 
spot in the finals with her 89-97–186.  Be-
cause of a rotator cuff injury and rehabili-
tation, Mosel had not been released to play 
this fall by the doctor until the previous 
week.
 Did all the controversy take away from 
her team’s second Region IV title?
 “Yeah, no doubt about it,” replied Corn.  
“Everything was so intense.  It was one of 
those situations you prefer never to be in.
 “The disqualification the first day hurt 
us mentally the second day, because they 
kept telling our players her (Sentel’s) score 
wouldn’t count on Saturday either, since she 
had been disqualified the day before.  We 
felt otherwise, and the national office ruled 
in our favor.”
 Both DQs were legitimate “by the rules 
of golf, and that gets pretty controversial at 
times,” Corn conceded.
 “It was a tough win for us, but I do feel 
the best team won.  I’ve never doubted that.  
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Logan played extremely well, though;  we 
played okay.”
 Had neither player been disqualified, 
Rend Lake College would still have won by 
a slightly greater margin.
 Spring 2001 provided a refreshing 
change, as well as a mixed (golf) bag of 
results.
 Corn justifiably could have sighed and 
given anyone all kinds of good reasons why 
her squad did not fare better in the opening 
round of the NJCAA Women’s Golf Cham-
pionships.  
 After all, playing conditions were mis-
erable for all but the last six teams to tee 
off in a return to Shawnee (OK) Country 
Club;  neither the Second-Team All-America 
player from a year ago nor her preseason 
First-Team All-America selection had a 
particularly good day, and one of her stars 
was having to play with borrowed clubs.
 But the facts were:  Although it may not 
have seemed like it at the time, the two-time 
Region IV champs from Illinois overcame 
all the adversity to shoot a four-player score 
of 360  –  18 ahead of their showing the year 
before  –  and were in sixth-place  –  up two 
spots from their inaugural season.
 Sentel was poised and talented enough 
in her NJCAA Finals debut to check in 
with a 41-42–83 and was the leader in the 
clubhouse for over an hour before those 
fortunate enough to start later under much 
kinder conditions finished their rounds.
 It was status quo, for the most part, the 
two days that followed.  The Lady Warriors 
remained in sixth with 18-hole tallies of 359 
and 352, as Eller took front-and-center on 
Tuesday with her team-best 88 and 2000 All-
American Kasey trimming 10 strokes off her 
first-day score with a Lady Warrior-leading 
85 on Wednesday.
 Thursday proved to be an emotional day 
for a sophomore-dominated squad making 
its final appearance together.  Corn would 
tell you it was much too emotional.
 The day began with tears shed and ended 
the same way, for more reasons than one.
 Sixth in the nation in their first try and 
sixth again after each day of the first 54
holes, the RLC reps let archenemy John A. 
Logan College sneak past them on the final 
18.  The Lady Vols, with 81s from half of their 
four-player squad, closed with a 341 total  
–  15 shots better than Wednesday’s previ-
ous best  –  and closed at 1,422, compared to 
354–1,425 for the Lady Warriors, who were 
relegated to  seventh in the 12-team field.
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 BRONSON VERHINES 
Desire to play with brother
brought transfer to RLC.
Tourney MVP for 30-3 D-II 
NJCAA champs. / March ’13

 “Very disappointing,” admitted Corn.
“Our goal today was to shoot in the 340s as 
a team and finish in the top five, but obvi-
ously we didn’t get that accomplished.”
 Go figure.  The Lady Warrior freshmen
shot 1,462, finished sixth and were very 
pleased, in general.  As sophomores, the 
team returned and improved by 37 strokes, 
yet dropped a notch in the pecking order 
and traded places with Logan.
 Make it three NJCAA titles in a row for 
Midland C.C., out of Waco, T .  The win-
ners registered three straight rounds of 313 
after falling behind by 12 strokes following 
an opening 325.  McLennan C.C. (T ) and 
Tyler (T ) Jr. College were second and third 
for the second straight year.  Midland shot 
1,264, McLennan 1,285 and Tyler 1,361.  
Two Midland players battled for medalist 
distinction, with Angela Finlay emerging as 
a 75-73-75-76–299 winner over second-place 
teammate Pamela Feggans and her 75-80-76-
75–306.
 As an epilogue to the dramatic, action-
packed story they created, Bivens, Kasey 
and Mosel all accepted grant-in-aids to 
continue their collegiate playing days for 
another first-year program at Arkansas Tech 
University.

MEN’S BASKETBALL Â
First-Team All-America Cager Lowe
Top 5 nationally in points, rebounds 
 It was a first for Rend Lake College.  A 
First-Team All-America basketball player, 
that is.  Warrior career scoring and rebound-
ing leader Bryant Lowe earned that distinc-
tion as one of five sophomores selected to 
the 1995-96 National Junior College Athletic 
Association Division II All-America First 
Team.  He also was a finalist for “National 
Player of the Year” honors.
 And as such, with all the statistics neces-
sary to support the claim, he surely must 
go down as the best player ever to wear the 
Warrior uniform of Rend Lake College / Mt. 
Vernon Community College.
 Recruited heavily during his sophomore 
season by the likes of Big Ten Conference 
champion Purdue University and George 
Mason University, Lowe did not complete 

his Associate Degree until that summer and 
then signed with the University of Illinois-
Chicago.  UIC was coached by longtime Il-
linois Fighting Illini Assistant Coach Jimmy 
Collins.  Lowe was joined in the starting 
lineup by another GRAC transfer, guard 
Anthony Coomes, who followed Father / 
Assistant Coach Mark Coomes from Wabash 
Valley.  Lowe was the second-leading scorer 
and rebounder and helped UIC to a coveted 
NCAA Tournament berth his junior season.
 Noteworthy Warrior marks for the 6-foot-
5, 190-pound forward from Cairo . . .
 •  NJCAA Division II All-America First-
Team along with 6-foot Rolando Pitts of Na-
tional Champ Penn Valley (MO);  6-foot E.J. 
Haralson, Mott C.C. (MI);  6-2 James Lewis, 
Catonsville (MD), and 6-4 Mike Stewart, 
Iowa Lakes.
 “It obviously is a great honor for Bryant, 
and it is good for our program,” commented 
Warrior Chief Tim Wills.  “I am very happy 
for him.  He deserves it  . . . he put up the 
kind of statistics that warranted All-America 
honors.”
 • Third in the nation in scoring at  27.3 
points per game, behind only Second-Team 
All-America pick Alvin Young of Mitchell 
(CT) at 29.4 ppg and Stewart at 27.7.  Fifth in 
the nation in rebounding  –  the only player 
to rank in the top five in both categories  –  at 
11.7 per game.
 • Team records for field goals (330), 
points scored (845) and scoring average 
(27.3) in a season.
 • Highest scoring freshman ever with 
645 points.
 • Career marks for both most points 
(1,490) and rebounds (678), as well as field 
goals (598).
 • That is seven records in all for a pro-
gram with a 39-year history at the time, and 
he surpassed many of the previous bests by 
a wide margin;  he broke the 16-year-old 
career scoring total by 317, the 23-year-old 
rebound mark by 74 and a 35-year-old re-
cord for the highest scoring average.
 • First-Team All-Region IV honors 
both seasons.
 • Second-leading vote-getter for “Most 
Valuable Player“ of the eight-team Great 
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Rivers Athletic Conference, despite RLC’s 
seventh-place finish as the lone D-II team 
in an otherwise Division I league.  He also 
was All-GRAC in 1994-95.
 • He scored in double-figures every time
he put on a Warrior uniform  –  60 games  
–  and scored 20 points or more 25 times as 
a sophomore, with 11 games over 30.  He 
departed with six of the 17-best scoring 
performances in team history.
 • Highs of 43 points vs. Kaskaskia (tied 
for second-most ever), 18 rebounds at Illi-
nois Central and 10 assists vs. Olney Central 
as a sophomore;  41 points (Lake Land), 20 
rebounds (OCC) and 11 assists (Southeast-
ern Illinois) as a freshman.
 • Led team in scoring 39 of 60 games in 
which he played, in rebounding 52 times (in 
both, 36) and in assists 19 times.
 • With Lowe at the forefront, the War-
riors finished 20-12 his sophomore season, 
11-3 against Division II rivals, and were 
ranked as high as No. 5 in the country.   

ATHLETIC CHANGES Â
Waugh seeks reassignment to gals;
RLC Board approves athletic grants

   B    14, 19 1  

Jim Waugh, the only Men’s Basketball 
Coach and Athletic Director Rend Lake Col-
lege had ever known in its 14-year existence, 
was reassigned to women’s athletics at his 
request.

“I feel the decision I’ve made is at this 
time in the best interests of Rend Lake Col-
lege and in the best interests of Jim Waugh,” 
said the Warrior coach affectionately called 
“Hummer” by friend and foe alike.

The RLC Board of Trustees approved 
Waugh’s request to coordinate women’s 
activities and coach women’s basketball 
and softball shortly after voting 6-1 to offer 
athletic grants-in-aid for the first time dur-
ing the 1982-83 academic year.  Waugh also 
will remain as coach of the college’s co-ed 
golf team.
 Under the tentative proposal approved, 
the Athletic Department would have 20 
tuition waivers plus $13,500 in scholarship 
money to hand out in 1982-83.  Those figures 
would increase to 36 and $20,000, respec-
tively, the following year.  How the tuition 
waivers and scholarships are to be divided 
among the college’s seven sports is yet to be 
determined.
 Approximately half of the resources for 
scholarships would be provided through 
institutional funds and the other half would 

come from private contributions from 
outside sources, according to the proposal 
devised by RLC Dean of Student Services 
Bob Spuhler.
 Permission also was granted to advertise  
to fill the positions vacated by Waugh.
 Dr. Harry J. Braun, RLC President, in 
recommending the board approve Waugh’s 
request for reassignment, commented, “Jim 
Waugh is one of my favorite people.  He’s 
the kind of person with whom I would like 
to have my kids associate with” as a coach.
 Waugh, a native of Terre Haute, IN, and 
former star at Indiana State University in 
his hometown, came to the area in 1966 as 
basketball and baseball coach at Mt. Vernon 
Community College.  Rend Lake College 
became a reality the following year.
 The Warriors’ overall record of 196-199 
in 15 seasons is somewhat deceptive, since 
his first RLC quintet was 1-23.  His teams 
are 165-139 since moving into permanent 
gymnasium facilities on the Ina campus in 
1970.
 Waugh’s 1972-73 quintet was 20-6 overall 
and captured the Southern Illinois College 
Conference championship outright, and in 
1979-80 the Warriors posted a 21-12 mark 
while setting eight team and nine individual 
records.  The Warriors also shared an SICC 
title in 1976-77 and won at least 18 games 
each of the last three winters.
 Several former Warriors who played 
under Waugh are among the local coaching 
ranks, including area high school coaches 
Brad Weathers (Carlyle), John Kretz (Chris-
topher), Jack Smith (Trico), Ron Smith (Coul-
terville) and Don Smith (Anna-Jonesboro).

GREAT RIVERS ATHLETIC
CONFERENCE (GRAC) Â
RLC, five Southern llinois colleges
join forces in ‘aggressive’ league 

     B  4, 19 1 

Rend Lake College will be joined by 
at least five other Southern Illinois com-
munity colleges and perhaps as many as 
seven schools in the new Great Rivers Ath-
letic Conference, which came into existence 
Wednesday but does not become a schedul-
ing reality until the 1982-83 academic year.

Commitments to the league were re-
ceived from all five present members of 
the Southern Illinois College Conference  
–  RLC, Kaskaskia College (Centralia), John 
A. Logan College (Carterville), Shawnee 
Community College (Ullin) and Southeast-
ern Illinois College (Harrisburg)  –  plus 
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former SICC entry Wabash Valley College 
(Mt. Carmel).
 Olney Central College also had a rep-
resentative at the meeting and expressed 
interest in joining.  Similar invitations are 
expected to be extended to Lewis and Clark 
College (Godfrey) and, if either of the latter 
two decline to help comprise an eight-team 
conference, Lake Land College (Mattoon).
 The Great Rivers Athletic Conference 
was named by Rend Lake College Athletic 
Director and Men’s Basketball Coach Mitch 
Haskins.  Participating schools are bordered 
by the Mississippi, Ohio and Wabash rivers.
 Formation of the GRAC at Wednesday’s 
meeting on the Kaskaskia campus finalized 
groundwork started at two earlier sessions 
involving athletic representatives from 
member institutions.  Lincoln Trail and Bel-
leville Area declined invitations to join.

Logan Athletic Director John Sala, in-
strumental in the initial planning to form 
an expanded league, was elected GRAC 
president.  Other officers selected are Vice 
President James Dumas of Shawnee, Secre-
tary Haskins and Treasurer Paul Schnarre 
of Wabash Valley.
 “There is a new attitude and the people 
involved are much more aggressive,” Sala 
said of the new conference makeup.  “The 
teams will be much more competitive.  The 
atmosphere is exceedingly different than in 
the old SICC.”
 In addition to the prestige of a larger con-
ference, GRAC members foresee a definite 
advantage in scheduling.  Basketball teams, 
for example, would be guaranteed 14 games 
each season against league rivals should it 
reach an eight-team membership as antici-
pated.
 Most GRAC members already compete 
in men’s basketball and baseball, women’s 
volleyball, basketball and softball and co-ed 
golf and tennis.
 The SICC’s Constitution will be used as 
a model for the new league, with fewer re-
strictions, Sala indicated.  SICC schools did 
not give athletic scholarships until Logan 
and Rend Lake College recently forced the 
league’s hand by announcing they would 
start recruiting with the benefit of athletic 

grants-in-aid.  Previously, both Wabash Val-
ley and Belleville Area had dropped out of 
the SICC for the same reason.
 Plans call for the Southern Illinois Col-
lege Conference, in existence since the 1962-
63 academic year, to be disbanded at the end 
of the current athletic year.
 P.S.  The GRAC has varied between as 
few as five members and as many as 10 since 
its formation.
 Shawnee dropped out after the inaugural 
season, leaving just five teams to compete 
the next two years.
 Three new members came aboard in time 
for the 1985-86 academic year  –  Belleville 
Area College, Olney Central College and 
the first “outsider,” Kentucky representative 
Paducah Community College.
 Lincoln Trail College in Robinson made 
it a nine-team loop in 1988-89;  Paducah 
dropped all of its athletic programs and 
dropped out prior to 1989-90;  Lake Land 
College (Mattoon) made it nine again in 
1990-91;  Shawnee returned in 1992-93 to 
make the GRAC a 10-team league, but the 
stay was short (one season).
 By 1995-96, Lake Land was gone again 
and the conference settled into an eight-team 
body for the next 10 years.  In 2005-06, Lake 
Land became the latest program to re-up.  
 The Great Rivers Athletic Conference 
was comprised of nine teams, including five 
unwavering charter members (out of six), 
for the ninth year in a row as it concluded 
its 32nd year in 2013-14.

BASEBALL Â
McClure’s ‘best team’ in ’75-76 sets 
nine individual and six team records
 “This is definitely the best team I have 
had the honor of coaching here at Rend 
Lake.  They won more games (40-18) than 
any other squad and are probably one of the 
top five teams in the state, although they 
won’t get a chance to prove it,” commented 
fifth-year mentor Mike McClure after the 
1975-76 Warriors were denied a berth in the 
Region IV (state) baseball finals as the result 
of an upset loss to Kaskaskia.  RLC was 5-2 
against the Blue Devils before dropping 
season-ending 10-4 and 9-4 decisions.

1967     –    1968 1968     –    1969 1969     –    1970 1970     –    1971 1971     –    1972
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A bold statement considering the recent 
past.
 In 1973-74, McClure’s third Warrior nine 
attained a No. 2 ranking in the state and 
was No. 20 nationally during a 32-6 spring 
campaign.
 Among the record-setters that season 
were future Hall-of-Fame two-sport stand-
out Randy Lemay, who set pitching marks 
for wins (nine) and strikeouts (68);  base-
stealer John Kretz (24);  hurler Allen Valen-
tine (1.60 ERA), and home run-hitting first 
sacker Mike Matyi (four).
 An offense built around five hitters who 
were at .333 or higher claimed five of eight 
team records  –  highest average (.294), 
doubles (62), triples (15), home runs (18) 
and RBIs (188)  –  and the ’73-74 tribe left 
behind new standards for wins, conference 
wins (18), winning streak (13 games), team 
ERA (2.91) and pitching shutouts (8).
 Yet the record book would support that 
claim for 1975-76 as the best to date.
 Individual members established five 
batting records and tied another out of 10 
total.  They also set four of five new pitch-
ing standards.  (A record not broken was set 
the previous season by a sophomore on the 
’75-76 team.)  Teamwise, six (of 14) previous 
bests were erased from the record book.  
 His Warriors “broke some records I 
didn’t expect to fall for quite awhile,” the 
coach admitted.
 McClure’s club was 13-7 during the fall 
Southern Illinois College Conference season 
and then dropped three in a row to open the 
spring.  But over the next month and a half, 
they put together winning streaks of seven, 
five, eight and five games to surpass the all-
time high of 32 wins two years earlier.
 Right-handed freshman hurler Jack 
Smith (Terre Haute, IN / North H.S.) made 
the RLC record book his own.  He went 7-2 
during the fall for the first of two All-SICC 
designations and 8-4  in the spring when 
he landed a spot on the All-State team.  His 
records were for those 15 wins, 139 2/3 
innings pitched (51 more than his nearest 
teammate and 66 beyond the old record), 
117 strikeouts and 89 walks issued.
 Sophomore infielder Mark Hefner (Mt. 
Vernon) had stolen a state- and  school-
record 35 bases in 1974-75.  He added 31 as 
a soph while establishing other records for 
hits (61 in 58 games) and doubles (14).
 Hefner was joined by fellow speedster 
Jody Gaunt (Mt. Vernon), a catcher-outfield-
er, who had his own way with the record 

annals with 47 runs scored and 53 bases 
on balls.  Sophomore infielder Scott Griffin 
produced a record 41 RBIs, while Freshman 
Davey Scott (McLeansboro) tied the home 
run mark already established  –  4  – from 
two former Warriors.
 The 1975-76 Warriors also put up record 
numbers for hits (412), runs scored (333),  
runs batted in (261) and doubles (71).  The 
record 40 victories included a record eight 
shutouts.
 Leading hitters were Hefner and Griffin 
at .333 and .320, respectively, plus Kelly 
Mumbower (Albuquerque, NM) at .295, 
shortstop Doug Hardacre (Bridgeport / 
Red Hill H.S.) at .285 and Freshman Chris 
Valentine (Peoria / Central H.S.) at .277.
 Both Hefner and Griffin belted 15 extra-
base hits;  Valentine and Gaunt trailed Grif-
fin’s 41 RBIs with 34 and 32, respectively;  
Gaunt (47), Griffin (43) and Hefner (41) 
crossed the plate more often than any team-
mates, and the stolen base pacesetters were 
Hefner (31), Griffin (28) and Gaunt (25).
 Three other hurlers took turns gob-
bling up innings when it was not Smith’s 
turn.  Behind his 15-6 mark, 2.51 ERA and 
117 strikeouts were Sophomore lefthander 
Doyle Miller (Shelburn, IN / North Central 
H.S.) at 6-2 with a 2.41 ERA and 90 whiffs 
in 78 1/3 innings;  Scott at 6-1 with a 2.06 
ERA in 56 2/3 innings, and Freshman right-
hander Jim Hammers (West Frankfort) with 
88 2/3 innings pitched.
 Second-sacker Griffin was one of the keys 
to a solid defensive effort.  He was guilty of 
just three errors in 80 chances.

COACH’S FAVORITES Â
You pick Warrior favorite for Wills:
a) 1995-96;  b) 2006-07;  c) 1983-84

We will let you decide.  If Tim Wills 
would admit to having a favorite team, 
which one would it more than likely be?
 •  His fourth team, which won 20 games 
during the 1995-96 season, attained its high-
est national ranking at No. 5 in Division II 
and produced a Warrior first . . . a First-
Team All-America designee in 22-year-old 
sophomore Bryant Lowe (Cairo), the 6-foot-
5, 190-pound forward who was Top-Five 
nationally with his 27.3 points and 11.7 
rebounds per game, along with 4.5 assists?  
 The team, knee-deep in talented second-
year players, also featured another explo-
sive outside threat in 6-2 guard Damian 
Klausmeier (Paducah, KY / Heath H.S.), 
author of 19.9 ppg on the strength of 39.5 
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take 1-2-3 at Nationals
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per cent sniping from 3-point range (a record 
126-319);  a younger gun in 3-point corner 
specialist Derek Hood (Woodlawn) and 
his 42 treys and 10.1 ppg;  inside enforcers 
(along with Lowe) in 6-5, 190-pound “twins”
Dwight Russell (Cairo / 9.3 ppg;  6.5 rpg) 
and Brett Cleland (Pinckneyville / 6.9 ppg;  
4.6 rpg), and the glue that kept the 89.0-point 
offense steamrolling along, 5-10 point guard 
Glenn Box (Cairo) with 7.8 ppg, his team-
high 5.0 assist average and 45 steals, second 
only to you-know-who (Lowe’s 57).
 Inside depth was provided by West 
Frankfort freshman center Chris Dorris, 6-9, 
260 (4.1 points, 3.5 rebounds).  Freshman 
Kevin Bowen (Mt. Vernon) and Sophomore 
Shane Brown (Oakland City, IN / Wood 
Memorial H.S.) came off the bench to supply 
valuable backcourt minutes each game.  
 Wills and the Warriors rambled out to an 
8-1 nonconference start.  Talk about fun to 
watch.  In a 96-83 verdict at St. Louis-Mer-
amec, Klausmeier netted 34 points and still 
did not lead the winners in scoring;  Lowe 
had 35!  In the fast getaway, Klausmeier also 
had 35 in a 98-90 triumph over John Wood 
and 34 again (back-to-back) in a 117-93 win 
over Lincoln.  Lowe tallied 41 and 31 in Il-
linois Central Tournament victories versus 
the hosts (108-106 in overtime) and Lincoln 
(109-96).
 How’s that for getting your money’s 
worth?  
 Lowe’s 36 could not prevent a 90-78 
setback in Game Four to Danville Area, 
nor could he lead the team to a win in their 
GRAC debut despite 43 points in a 121-118 
o.t. loss to Kaskaskia.
 Unfortunately, freshman Hood was 
injured and missed 10 games late in the 
season.  A steady slate of GRAC Division I 
opponents caused the record to tumble to 
15-10 before the Warriors won four of its 
last five regular-season outings, capped by 
a 118-76 rout at Crowley’s Ridge (AR).
 “Rose,” “Kidd” & Co., alias Lowe and 
Klausmeier, scored 100 or more in seven 
games and 90-plus in six others.  The team 
had at least one 20-point scorer in all but 
three games.
 After beating Lincoln Land in the opener, 

85-64, the Warriors had an “off” night from 
the floor, lost the rubber match of a three-
game series against Danville Area and were 
eliminated from the NJCAA D-II Region 

IV Tournament in Danville, 79-70.
 Lowe caught the recruiting attention of 
Purdue University, with Coach Gene Keady 
making a late-season visit to a Warrior prac-
tice, but that offer was off the table by the 
time Lowe guaranteed his eligibility Sum-
mer Term.  He signed with the University 
of Illinois-Chicago, where former Wabash 
Valley Head Coach Mark Coomes was serv-
ing as an assistant.
 •  After a relatively easy opening-game 
win over a Parkland squad that typically 
contends for NJCAA Division II supremacy, 
the guard-oriented 2006-07 Warrior quintet 
coached by Wills was in for quite a surprise 
against first-time foe Harmony Community 
School of Cincinnati when it returned the 
next night to the John A. Logan Classic in 
Carterville.
 The Southern Illinois homebodies won, 
but not until 5-10 sophomore Nathan Owen 
(Crofton, KY) drilled a 3-pointer at the buzz-
er to escape with a 123-122 double-overtime 
victory.
 And it only got better from there.
 How good was it?  
 For the first time, a 21-10 Warrior squad 
that was 8-8 in a conference monopolized by 
Division I opponents placed three players 
on the All-Region IV D-II team  –  Owen, 
Great Rivers Athletic Conference “Sports-
manship Award” recipient; “sixth-man” (in 
style only) Anthony Sargent (Indianapolis, 
IN / North Central H.S.), and 6-5 backcourt 
mate Mark Dannenmueller, a 3-point spe-
cialist.
 Dannenmueller (Scott City, MO) got his 
sophomore season off with a bang, firing in 
24 in the 98-83 decision over Parkland and 28 
as Sargent and Owen “Harmonized” with 27 
and 21, respectively, along with double-digit 
efforts from 6-4 sophomore guard Wadner 
Joseph (Miami, FL / Northwest Christian 
H.S.), 13, classmate Ryan Kirkpatrick (West 
Frankfort), 10, and 6-5 freshman Trent Simp-
son (Villa Grove), 10.
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 ROUNDBALL COMEBACK 
Triple-overtime win keys
12-5 stretch run, .500 
record for men’s cage 
squad. / ’7 -77

 BASEBALL ‘BEST’ 40-18 
P Jack Smith leads Mike 
McClure’s “best team” to 
40-18 slate, 9 individual, 

 team records. / ’75-7
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 Sargent earned both All-Region IV 
and All-GRAC honors as a freshman, only 
to discover he was the best of the Warriors 
coming off the bench in a deep backcourt.
 Both Dannenmueller and the 6-foot Sar-
gent averaged around 16 points per game, 
with the Missouri sniper connecting on 61 
of his first 135 attempts (27 games) from 
beyond the 3-point arc (45.2 per cent), not 
to mention 85 per cent of his free throws.  
Owen led the team in assists (3.3) and steals 
while averaging over 13 ppg and nearly four 
rebounds per outing at 5-10.
 Upstate D-II nemesis Lincoln College 
ended the Warriors undefeated season in 
Game Six in Ina, then beat RLC again two 
weeks later on the road, 61-59, on a last-
second bucket after the visitors had squan-
dered a 12-point, second-half lead.
 The Wills Warriors were 11-2 at the break, 
when yet another veteran guard, Tommy 
Holder (Carbondale), made the following 
observation:  
 “We have played good and bad at times 
on both the offensive and defensive ends.  
But we stick together all the time.  I think 
our chances are good to be good.”
 Holder cited “chemistry” as the team’s 
greatest asset.  “This year the players all 
know their roles.  Last year’s players, quite 
often, tried to create too much on their own 
instead of playing as a team,” added Holder.
 Another strength the second half came in 
the center form of transfer addition Daniel 
Maddox (Pinckneyville).
 The same team  –  plus one  –  that took a 
four-game winning streak into the holidays 
came out of it somehow with a five-game 
losing skein, including a 61-59 reversal to 
host Lake Land on a bank shot with .5-sec-
ond showing by Aaron Warner and an 81-76 
decision to Southwestern Illinois College 
which dropped RLC to 3-4 in league play.
 In late January and early February, the 
Warriors lost to a Wabash Valley rival they 
had defeated previously but surrounded 
it by racking up wins over homestanding 
Kaskaskia, 85-84, with a Dannenmueller trey 
setting up two free tosses by Maddox with 
:06 remaining for the clincher, then Olney 
Central and Lincoln Trail at home, 82-79.
 Revenge spoke volumes for the Warriors 
in the late-going.
 A Homecoming victory seemed highly 
unlikely, considering Southeastern Illinois 
had embarrassed RLC on January 17 during 
that five-game skid in a 39-point rout.
 Sargent left the game with an injury and 

Owen mustered just four points the first 
half, yet the Warriors proved to be the real 
Homecoming Kings with an 87-79 triumph, 
behind Owen’s 26 total points.
 Win No. 20 came in the regular-season fi-
nale, a 93-69 blistering of visiting Lake Land 
to even the GRAC mark at 8-8, the most 
league wins since the first-place showing 
in 1990-91.  The hosts led at the half, 52-41, 
before limiting the Lakers to 28 second-half 
points.
 By the way, take this one to the bank . . . 
Does anybody even remember that buzzer-
beating loss to Lake Land a month earlier?
 Rend Lake College carried that momen-
tum into post-season action as Owen netted 
25 in a 77-64 win at home over John Wood.  
 But the Warriors, perhaps looking for-
ward to a possible third encounter with the 
Lincoln Lynx, saw the curtain come down 
on an outstanding season with a loss, also 
at home, to Lewis and Clark.
 “That team didn’t have a player like 
(First-Team All-American) Bryant Lowe,” 
admitted Wills, “but it had more depth than 
the ’95-96 team.”          
 •  Did anybody say it had to be one of 
the first 16 teams Wills coached, the second-
longest tenure of any Rend Lake College 
coach?  (Men’s Golf Coach Dave Smith has 
been at the same helm since 1989-90.  Cage 
Coach Jim Waugh headed the Warrior pro-
gram for 15 seasons, followed by a 14-year 
stint with the Lady Warriors.)  
 The 1983-84 squad directed by 6-foot 
sophomore point guard Tim Wills would 
have to rank as one of the all-time favorites 
of many longstanding Warrior boosters, for 
any number of reasons.
 •  The record alone makes that season 
one of the more memorable ones.  All-GRAC 
pick and All Region IV All-Star Wills led  
the way to a 25-7 mark.  
 The 25 wins were a record at the time 
and still ranked No. 2 all-time after the first 
51 seasons of Warrior basketball (the first 10 
as Mt. Vernon Community College).  Seven 
losses are fewer than any other season with 
the exception of that record-setting 29-6 
campaign in 1988-89 and a 20-6 slate in six 
fewer games in 1972-73.
 • The Sophomore Class of ’84, although 
lacking a legitimate NCAA Division I future 
star, was perhaps the deepest and most tal-
ented of any of its predecessors.
 It included outstanding depth at guard, 
including the steady Wills, who started ev-
ery game during his two-year Juco career 
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and averaged 6.4 points and 8.2 assists while 
committing just under three turnovers per 
game as a sophomore;  3-point specialists 
Travis Helm (Orchardville / Wayne City 
H.S.) and Jeff Cochren (Huntingburg, IN 
/ Southridge H.S.), who both averaged 9.8 
ppg even though there was no 3-point line 
in existence yet, and “Mental Attitude” 
Award-winner Dean Merder (Jasper, IN).
 It included a trio of bona fide big men in 
6-8 center Barry Wright (Newburgh, IN / 
Castle H.S.), 6-6, 210-pound enforcer Jamie 
Raley (Mt. Vernon, IN / Grayson County, 
KY, H.S.) and his 8.8 ppg and 4.8 rpg and 6-9 
1/2 reserve Jeff Wilkinson (Princeton, IN).
 And it included four talented ’tween-
ers in muscular 6-4 1/2 forward Jim Price, 
6-2 forward hopster Robby “Frog” Jones, 
6-5 swingman Todd Stoermer and 6-5 1/2 
reserve forward Mark Kerley.  Stoermer, 
from Haskins’ old stomping grounds of 
Rockport, IN (South Spencer H.S.), was not 
an original member of the recruiting class 
but transferred from Wabash Valley in time
to add 8.0 ppg and 3.8 rpg  as a sophomore.  
Hannibal-LaGrange College (MO) transfer 
Kerley (Benton) added 4.2 ppg.  
 Jones (Evansville, IN / North H.S.) was 
the 1982-83 Warrior “MVP” but played in 
only 19 games, averaging 6.3 ppg  and 3.8 
rpg due to injuries.
 All Price did as a second-year player 
was merit inclusion on the eight-man All-
Region IV team and earn the respect of 
his teammates as the Warrior “MVP.”  The 
Cloverdale, IN, product hit a team-best 61.4 
per cent from the field and averaged 16.3 
ppg and 6.5 rpg, with highs of 31 points in 
a 90-77 championship game win over the 
hosts in the Lincoln Land Holiday Classic 
and 13 rebounds in a late-season, 85-83 deci-
sion over Lewis and Clark.
 Oh, by the way, did we mention there 
were freshmen contributors as well, led by 
6-5 local catch Kevin Riggan (Mt. Vernon) 
and his 3.5 scoring average.
 • Chemistry.  There may never have been 
a Warrior team before or after that got along 
better on and off the court.  (Jim Waugh’s 
next-to-last, sophomore-laden team in 1979-
80 finished 21-12 and may have been their 

equal thanks to Mt. Vernon Hall of Fame 
standout Doug Creel, the hard-working 
Benton contribution of Doug Dunbar, Mark 
Craddock and Ron Brookins and inside 
freshman ringleader Fred Settle (Moores-
ville, IN).
 Former Hoosier rivals from Southern 
Indiana outposts of Huntingburg, Jasper 
and Princeton, as well as from Evansville, 
Newburgh and Rockport, came together 
quickly as teammates  –  they were 22-13 as 
freshmen  –  and friends thanks to the South-
ern Illinois Hospitality Committee headed 
by the toast of Orchardville, Helms, and 
Wills, along with (later) Kerley and Riggan.
 • Passion.  There were several qual-
ity  students in the team’s midst, includ-
ing Wills, who would eventually become 
second-team Academic All-District and the 
“Outstanding Male Athlete” for 1987-88 at 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville.
 That might have been hard to believe, 
however, for anyone who hung around the 
gymnasium during their two-year stay at 
RLC.  It seemed as though the majority of the 
Warriors lived in the gym, playing pickup 
games against one another or working on 
their shooting techniques.
 It showed.  The Warriors hit .525 from 
the field, compared to a more typical .445 
by the opposition.  Price wasn’t the only 
sharpshooter, with Helm at .580, Stoermer 
at .561, Kerley at .557, Wright at .553, Jones 
at .542 and Raley at .516.
 Wills was no better than second at the 
free throw line with his .825 marksman-
ship, behind Region IV percentage leader 
Cochren at .849 (79-93) and ahead of Helm 
(.810), Kerley (.806), Price (.759) and Raley 
(.738).
 The third Warrior quintet coached by 
Haskins outscored its foes by an average 
of 16 points per game, 79.3-63.3, and out-
rebounded them by a total of 1,077-681 
(33.7-21.3).
 Three of their seven losses came early 
against traditional Missouri powers, peren-
nial national contender Three Rivers (both 
at home and away) and St. Louis-Meramec.  
But after a 65-64 setback at Kaskaskia left 
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SOFTBALL TAKES 3RD
Hurler Debbie Anselment 
and Lady Warriors drop 
  2-1, 15-inning game (13 
scoreless) to eventual 
champs, finish 2 -  over-
all and 3rd in Region IV 
(State) Finals. / May 1981

 NEW IN 1982-83 ... 
RLC, Kaskaskia, Logan,
SIC, SWIC, Wabash Valley 
form Great Rivers Athletic 
Conference. / September ’81

ATHLETIC AID
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them with a disappointing 6-4 record, the 
Warriors went on a 19-2 tear.

Nevertheless, it was those two losses and 
the final setback of the 1982-83 that may 
have defined just how good this gang really 
was.
 Wabash Valley needed overtime to edge 
the visiting Warriors on January 20 by an 
83-81 count.  The WVC Warriors repeated 
three weeks later with an 84-82 overtime 
verdict February 11 in Ina en route to a 31-7 
campaign.
 Keep in mind, Wabash Valley had gone 
undefeated in the Great Rivers Athletic 
Conference (10-0) the previous season and 
dealt the Rend Lakers three of their 13 losses  
–  by decreasing margins of 69-43, 81-62 
and 82-73  –  with the last coming in the 
post-season semifinals of the Region IV 
Tournament after a hard-fought, down-to-
the-wire struggle in a 32-6 season.
 Wabash Valley did not lose a league game 
the first two seasons after the GRAC was 
created and represented Region IV both 
years at the NJCAA Finals in Hutchinson, 
KS.  Four of its 13 losses in two seasons came 
in the National Tournament, as did two of 
the victories.
 Keep in mind, too, Wright was signed 
by D-I University of Wisconsin-Green Bay.  
But Price and Raley accepted offers from 
Indianapolis-based Division II contender 
Indiana Central;  Jones, Cochren and Merder 
stuck together at Oakland City (IN) College;  
Wilkinson headed for Union College (KY), 
and Wills and Helm signed with Freed-
Hardeman College (TN) but never played 
there.  Wills concluded his career instead at 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville.
 Now look up to the big, bad Wabash 
Valley Warriors, one of the premier NJCAA 
Division I programs ever assembled.  The 
team was coached by future University of 
Illinois and Illinois-Chicago Assistant Mark 
Coomes, who also served as the Head Coach 
at the University of Southern Indiana.  His 
charges in ’82-83 included eventual NCAA 
D-I signees 6-8 Ken Norman (University of 
Illinois, as well as the NBA), 6-9, 230-pound 
Dan Bingenheimer (Missouri), 6-9 Brian 
Helm (Cincinnati), 6-3 super-dunker guard 
Keith Gray (Detroit) and veteran point 
guard Mark Lewis.
 Bingenheimer, Helm, smooth 6-2 fresh-
man Andre Jackson (Southern Indiana 
signee) and 6-7 Quinn Wirth (Wyoming) 
headed the ’83-84 contingent.
 The ’83-84 RLC Warriors etched their 

way into the Warrior record book with 
new single-season standards for games 
won; winning percentage (.781); consecu-
tive games won (nine);  free throws made, 
attempted and percentage (587-790, .743), 
and greatest average margin of victory.  The 
team also owns the two greatest margins of 
victory in school history  –  74 vs. Earle C. 
Clements Job Corps Center in a 108-34 tri-
umph and 57 (community college opponent) 
in a 97-40 rout of Oakton.
 The sophs departed with nine records 
in all, with the 62.3-point defensive yield in 
1982-83 theirs, also.
 As for Wills, the player voted “Most 
Dedicated” by his peers following an all-star 
career and 47-20 composite record started 
all 67 games and averaged 33 minutes per 
outing.  His Warrior career stats:  8.2 ppg 
(549 points), 44.1  FG (189-429), 81.4  FT 
(171-210), 112 rebounds (1.7 avg.), 443 assists 
(6.6) and 156 steals / recoveries (2.3).

MEN’S BASKETBALL Â
Remarkable lineup of characters
lifts ’72-73 SICC champs to 20-6

            1 9
 B   ( )      7

A ho-hum victory over a little-known 
opponent.  At first glance, the mid-season  
laugher for Coach Jim “Hummer” Waugh’s 
RLC Warriors in 1972-73 did not seem es-
pecially noteworthy, save for the 52-point 
thumping of an obviously outclassed foe 
they also drubbed in their fourth game, 96-
53.
 But 36 years later it deserves attention as 
a remarkable performance in a remarkable 
season by a remarkable cast of characters.
 Those Warriors  –  no doubt led by Ronnie  
Henderson, Roy Rieckenberg, Sonny Wyatt 
and Randy Lemay, with more than enough 
help from John Kretz, Mike Hayes, Brad 
Weathers and Jesse Rankin  –  attempted 107 
field goal attempts in 40 minutes and were 
credited with 75 rebounds.  
 Two records for the ages, as it turns out.
 Some of those rebounds were of their 
own misses on the offensive end, because 
the winners made fewer than 47 per cent of 
their field goal attempts or they would have 
owned at least a share of the record for most 
field goals made (51) set three years later.
 Other records which would follow that 
remarkable season included the all-time 
(to date) lowest defensive yield in a 74-42, 
late-season romp past Wabash Valley and 
end-of-season marks for wins (20), winning 
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percentage (20-6, .769), consecutive wins (8)
and defensive yield (72.2).
 Henderson (Mt. Vernon), who nabbed 
a record-367 boards as a freshman, closed 
out his two-year Juco career with another 
record for Most Rebounds at 604.  He was 
a two-time All-Southern Illinois College 
Conference selection.
 The 6-foot-9 Rieckenberg (Steeleville), 
All-SICC in his only season as Big Man On 
Campus, was and is one of the tallest indi-
viduals ever to don a Warrior uniform.
 Lemay (Mt. Vernon), a 6-5 winter forward 
and fall/spring pitcher, was inducted into 
the RLC Sports Hall of Fame in 2006.
 All-SICC guard Wyatt (Steeleville) aver-
aged 16.5 points per game to lead the team 
after averaging a second-best 16.7 ppg as a 
freshman.
 Freshman Weathers (Benton) was named 
to the RLC Sports Hall of Fame in April 2013
in the category of Alumni Coaches.  The 
longtime Carlyle basketball coach guided 
his 1989 Indians (32-3) to a Class A  Cham-
pionship in the IHSA State Tournament.
 Teammate Ron Smith (Benton), long-
time Assistant Coach at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale under Coach Rich 
Herrin and at Northern Iowa University and 
Alton Senior H.S. Boys Basketball Coach, 
had returned to SIUC as Associate Head 
Coach prior to being named RLC Founda-
tion “Alumnus of the Year” in 2011.  
 Likewise, coaching has been important 
to Kretz (Christopher) /RLC, more recently 
Christopher H.S. football and Athletic Direc-
tor;  David Loucks (Sesser) / Herrin H.S. 
Football, and Hayes (Mt. Vernon) /Field 
Elementary coach in the Mt. Vernon area.
 Reserve Terry Bradshaw (Enfield) was in 
the sporting goods business in Southern Il-
linois for a number of years and has sung the 
National Anthem for many athletic events.
 But back to the business of the ’72-73 
season recap.
 The Warriors were 8-0 with a 77-66 ver-
dict over Shawnee their closest encounter 
and an average winning margin of  25.9 
points per game.

 They had no one to blame but themselves  
for what happened next.  In the second and 
third games of the RLC Holiday Tourna-
ment, the Warriors lost to Parkland, 80-78, 
and Danville, 83-75.
 Still reeling, they lost a third game in a 
row to Olney Central , 84-69, after the break.  
Waugh’s quintet righted itself in wins over 
Southeastern Illinois, 75-67, and East Central 
(MO), 72-70, dropped a 106-93 decision to 
an imposing Murray (KY) State University 
Freshman Team and then closed regular-
season competition with an 8-1 run.
 The Warriors went 7-1 to land an undis-
puted Southern Illinois College Conference 
title, the team’s first.  They were 3-1 vs. Ken-
tucky foes, 2-0 vs. Indiana (a first Lockyear 
Business “contest“ resulted in a 96-53 rout), 
1-0 vs. Missouri and 1-1 in the Section VIII 
Tournament.
 The Good Guys from RLC were 11-2 
in games in which they scored 90 or more 
points, including 107 against Western Ken-
tucky Vocational-Technical to begin the sea-
son, 104-75 in the regular-season finale with 
Henderson, KY, 102-71 and 100-80 in wins 
over the Greenville Jr. Varsity, and 1-1 in the 
Section VIII Tourney, with a 99-88 triumph 
against Southeastern Illinois in the opener.
 Henderson (14.4) and Rieckenberg (13.9) 
trailed only Wyatt in scoring.  Kretz added 
9.5 ppg, Lemay 9.1, Rankin 7.3, Hayes 6.7 
and Weathers 6.4. 
 The team scoring average of 87.04 com-
pared favorably to the 87.55 standard from 
1964-65.  Had the Warriors played three 
more games and averaged the same amount, 
they would have outscored the then-record 
2,509 points in 29 games by the ’75-76 team; 
instead, they had to make do with 2,263 
points. 
 Rieckenberg averaged 12.6 rebounds per 
outing, while Henderson was credited with 
9.1, Lemay with 7.3 and Weathers at 5.5.  
Kretz averaged .827 from the line (43-52).  
Wyatt, Kretz and Henderson dished out 73, 
63 and 60 assists, respectively.
 Sophomore members  –  Henderson, 
Rankin, Weathers and Wyatt  –  played major 
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McClure resigns (Cont.)

 NJCAA PUBLICATION 
RLC and student-athletes 
are featured on cover 
and inside JUCO Review 
magazine. / March ’87

CAGERS DID NOT GO DOWN WITHOUT A FIGHT
Teams headed by Mitch Haskins and PG Tim Wills went 
22-13 and 25-7, with a fourth of the losses to Wabash 
Valley and its extremely tall, talented, unbeaten GRAC 
champs who were 3-13,         with four of the losses 
in the NJCAA Finals.  But give RLC credit . . . the first 
setback was by 2 , then 19 and 82-73 in the ’83 Region 
semis.  Regular-season games a year later resulted in 
83-81 and 84-82 overtime decisions. / ’82-83 and ’83-84

NIGHT TO REMEMBER 
Area baseball fans filled 
the Ramada Hotel ( 00+) 
for a Night to Remember  
 fund-raiser with Tommy 
Lasorda, Stan Musial and 
ma or league buddies of 
Warrior Coach Kirk Cham-
pion. / January 24, 1985
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roles in 1971-72, when the 18-11 Warriors set 
records for most wins and winning percent-
age (.621), consecutive wins (six) and points 
in a season (2,513).

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Â
First-class Lady Warrior cagers:
Woodward, Weis and Harris tops

Perhaps the only similarities between 
RLC Sports Hall-of-Fame Inductees Cheryl 
Weis, Susie Woodward and Rebecca Harris 
were their careers, the impact each had on 
Lady Warrior basketball and the caliber of 
the four-year programs that recruited them.
 Homegrown product Woodward (Mt. 
Vernon) still held 10 RLC records from her 
1981-83 playing days when she entered the 
Hall of Fame as one of four charter mem-
bers 17 years later.  The 5-foot-7 guard left 
with 1,368 points and a 23.6-point scoring 
average in 58 games before finishing her col-
lege career the next two seasons at Eastern 
Washington University.
 The 6-2 Weis found her way to Ina six 
years later from Mooresville, IN.  She was 
the perfect addition to a veteran cast as a 
freshman, when Coach Jim Waugh’s quintet 
started 14-0 and posted 25-8 credentials, and 
she finished her career having played in 
more games (64) than any player before or 
after at the time of her 2003 Hall induction.  
She ranked second to Woodward in total 
points (1,175) and single-season points and 
average (730 / 22.8 as a sophomore for a 
19-14 club) before accepting an offer to play 
NCAA Division I basketball at Southern Il-
linois University-Carbondale the next two 
seasons.
 Class of 2013 Hall of Fame Inductee Har-
ris was a 5-8 guard who was first recruited 
by Lady Warrior Coach Jason Thrash, then 
starred for Coach Gerald Mumbower during 
the 2004-05 campaign and Coach Glenn Box 
in 2005-06.  The athletic Harris (Belleville
/ Mascoutah H.S.) played off-guard as a 
freshman and point guard the following 
year, when she brought veteran University 
of Illinois Head Coach Theresa Grentz to 
Ina on a late-season recruiting trip and then 
played for the Illini and Grentz as a junior 
and Coach Jolette Law as a senior.  Each 
season along the way, Harris was the go-to 
player and team leader every program looks 
for and needs to be successful.
 The former military brat was third in the 
nation as a Lady Warrior sophomore with 
23.6 points per game and ninth in assists 

at 5.6 (in addition to 5.6 rebounds and two 
steals per outing) while hitting .495 from the 
floor, .390 from beyond the 3-point arc and 
.750 from the free throw stripe.  Her teams 
won 19 games both seasons as she earned 
All-America Honorable Mention.
 “Becca is a tremendous talent,” said Box.  
“Because of her desire to compete at a high 
level, I don’t have any doubt in my mind 
she will be a contributor at the University 
of Illinois.  She is a special player.”
 Grentz agreed.  “We are delighted with 
the signing of Rebecca Harris,” her new 
mentor said of her first Juco recruit since 
2000.  “Becca has a dynamic personality, 
lightning-quick feet and the ability to score 
from anywhere on the floor.”
 Harris came off the bench for the Fighting 
Illini as a junior before starting 25 games as 
a senior in 2007-08 for a 20-15 club that was 
a surprise finalist in the Big Ten Conference 
Tournament and advanced to the third 
round of the post-season Women’s National 
Invitational Tournament.  She averaged 10.1 
ppg, 3.4 rebounds and 2.3 assists and netted 
78.8 per cent of her free throws (89-113).

MEN’S INDOOR TRACK / FIELD Â
Warrior 4 x 2nd teams frustrated,
none more than 2005 at 108.5-107

There had to be a point in time there 
when Coach Brent McLain  wondered if his 
team would ever walk (or better yet, run) 
away with a Men’s Indoor Track and Field 
Championship.
 How about March 2006 when the War-
riors produced two individual national 
champions and two first-place relay squads 
only to finish second to eight-time defend-
ing kingpin Barton County C.C. (KS)?  And 
it was not even close.  Distance dominator 
Daniel Maina, posing as Cowley County 
C.C. (KS), and Hinds C.C. (MS) matched 
RLC’s meet high of four titles, but even that 
was not enough to prevent Barton County 
from racking up 136.5 points, outdistanc-
ing itself from a Warrior runner-up for the 
third time in four years with 78, third-place 
Cowley County at 57 and Hinds in fourth 
at 56.
 Or was it March 2007, when it was more 
of the same for the third winter in a row and 
fourth in five years?  Talk about frustrating.
 No.  Runner-up finish No. 1  (2003), 
No. 3 (2006) and No. 4 (2007) were nothing 
compared to what it must have been like 
for McLain & Co. in March 2005.  (FYI, the 
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Warrior thinclads were third in between 
there  in 2004).

If it had been an election year, they 
would have been calling for a total recount 
or inspecting ballots for dangling chads.  If 
it had meant the difference between a first 
down and a change of possession, the chain 
gang certainly would have been on its way 
out.  Shoot, if it had been a horse race, they 
might still be debating the photo-finish.
 To say the very least, 2005 was a very, 
very close call.

Defending champion Barton County 
edged Rend Lake College, 108.5-107, to 
capture its eighth consecutive NJCAA Men’s 
Indoor Track and Field National Champion-
ship hosted by Eastern Illinois University in 
Charleston.
 The two evenly matched frontrunners  
–  the wily veteran squad from Great Bend, 
KS, and the upstart challenger from U. of 
Ina  –  dominated the competition at Lantz 
Fieldhouse. Third-place Paradise Valley C.C. 
of Phoenix, AZ (73) and Kansas rival Butler 
County C.C. (71) were the only other teams 
from a field of 37 to score as many as 41 
points in a 20-event competition that awards 
10 points for first, 8 for second, etc.
 Sophomore Jason Craig (Huber Heights, 
OH) gave the Warriors their lone gold med-
alist by winning the 400-Meter Run in 47.90 
seconds, the same time as the runner-up 
from Southwestern Christian College (T ).
 Craig, an All-America performer both 
indoors and outdoors as a freshman, ran the 
third leg the previous July for the USA 4 x 
400M Relay quartet that set a Junior World 
Record at the 10th International Association 
of Athletics Federation World Junior Cham-
pionships in Grosetto, Italy.
 Freshman Triple-Jumper Michael Benitez 
(Killeen, T ), Sophomore Rey Alvarez (Dan-
ville) in the 5000M Run and the Distance 
Medley Relay Team comprised of Freshman 
Brett Simon (Florissant, MO), Sophomore 
Marcus Walton (Potosi, MO), Freshman Eric 
Alberter (Belleville / West H.S.) and Sopho-
more anchor Tim Clark (Indianapolis, IN) 
all notched second-place finishes in Friday 
finals to help stake the Warriors to 50 points 
after the first eight events.

 Paradise Valley started Saturday with a 
share of the lead with RLC and 12 events to 
go.  Barton County was sixth with 21 points.
 Benitez leaped 50 feet 2.5 inches, seven 
inches short of victory but .5-inch ahead of 
Barton County’s Frankie Wright.  Alvarez 
led a strong RLC showing in the 5000M Run 
ahead of third-place teammate Justin Kunz 
(Lebanon) and his twin brother, Jeremy 
Kunz (Lebanon) in sixth, but behind the 
Paradise Valley winner, 15:12.25-15:18.66.
 Butler County ran away with the DMR 
in 10:10.46, compared to the 10:17.45 effort 
of Simon, Walton, Alberter and Clark.
 On Saturday, the Warriors got another 
runner-up showing from another relay unit.  
Unfortunately, it was Barton County which 
eked out a 7:52.43 triumph to the 7:53.32 
from RLC’s M. Walton and Alberter leading 
off, followed by Freshman Kurt Heimann 
(Germantown / Breese Central H.S.) and 
Aaron Walton (Benton).
 In addition to Justin Kunz in the 5000M 
Run, the Warriors also gained six points 
each thanks to third-place finishes from 
Freshman Courtney Haywood (Blackjack, 
MO) in the 35-Pound Weight Throw at 53-1;  
Alberter with a 1:55.43 in the 800M Run and 
Simon in the 3000M Run in 8:44.91.
 Barton County countered Craig’s vic-
tory, four RLC runner-up performances and 
four thirds (66 points) with firsts in the 60M 
Hurdles, 200M Dash and the 4 x 800M Relay, 
no seconds and seven thirds (72), plus just 
enough depth from fourth- through eighth-
place finishes.
 Sophomore Todd Green (Wayne City) 
spearheaded the first runner-up showing 
in 2003 when he became the school’s first 
Men’s Indoor Track and Field individual 
champion in the High Jump at 6-10 1/4 
(2.09 meters).  [The Distance Medley Relay 
Team in 2002 had claimed the first national     
championship indoors thanks to Rusty 
Millenbine (McLeansboro), Rob Duncan 
(Seipio, IN / Jennings County H.S.), Santos 
Gonzalez (Pontiac) and Ian Hornabrook 
(Southport, Queensland, Australia).]
 Green was bolstered by seconds from 
Hornabrook in the 5000M Run (and third 
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hired by SIU Coach Opp
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 MEN’S BASKETBALL 
For second season in a row,
Warriors fall one win shy
of trip to NJCAA D-I Finals 
in Hutchinson, KS. / March ’89

LADY WARRIORS NET    73 WINS FROM ’85-88 
Fast starts help Lady Warriors go 73-25 (.745) over 
three seasons.  A 9-2 getaway in ’85-8  brought 22-12
mark, followed by 14-0 starts the next two years – all-
time best 2 -5 in ’8 -87 and 25-8 in ’87-88. / 1985-88
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in the Mile), Duncan in the 1000M Run 
(and fourth in the Mile) and Marcus Lewis 
(Lawrence, IN) in the 200M Dash (and sixth 
in the 60M Dash).
 In 2006, NJCAA National Champions 
included RLC representatives Tommy Bryan 
III (Centralia) in the Pentathlon and Sopho-
more Alberter in the 800M Run.  Teammates 
claimed relay titles as well in the 4000M 
DMR  –  Chris Rengifo (Woodbridge, On-
tario, Canada), Anthony Flournoy (Gary, 
IN), Alberter and Brad Middleton (Ed-
wardsville)  –  and the 4 x 800M  –  Shannon 
Sherrer, Heimann, Pat Clark and Alberter).  
Warrior seconds came from Calvin Wallace 
Jr. (Milwaukee, WI) and Haywood in the 
Long Jump and Weight Throw, respectively, 
with Rengifo third in the 1000M (and fifth 
in the Mile).
 The 2007 near-miss was fueled by firsts 
from Keenan Hall (Indianapolis, IN) in 
the Pentathlon (and third in the Mile) and 
Adrian Wiltshire in the Long Jump;  thirds 
from Elkanah Kibet (Eldoret, Kenya) in the 
3000M and 5000M, Seth Major (Decatur) in 
the Shot Put and Travis White (Ft. Wayne, 
IN) in the 600M Run.

WOMEN’S TENNIS Â
etters take lo  road 3-  for first

Region title, high road (1-3) for next 
The next fall after advancing to the NJ-

CAA Championships for the first time in 
spite of a gut-wrenching, 22-21 runner-up 
finish to 2001 regional winner Springfield 
College, Coach Diane Metzger & Friends 
wrapped up a perfect (8-0) fall campaign 
with a first-ever Region IV championship 
of their own.  
 The 2002-03 Lady Warriors placed com-
petitors in five of six singles categories and 
all three doubles matches, notching 23.5 
points to 17 for runner-up Lewis and Clark.    
The champs swept Nos. 3-6 Singles behind 
Carissa Hallam (Mt. Vernon), Stephanie Fer-
ris (Salem), Andrea Carter (Centralia) and 
Leslie Hanson (Mt. Vernon);  the first three 
were 10-0 overall, Hanson 9-1.  In doubles, 
RLC swept to victory behind Stephanie 
Hays (Mt. Vernon)-Ashley Belcher (Olney) 
at No. 1, Hallam-Ferris at No. 2 and Carter-
Hanson at No. 3.
 That spring, in the NJCAA Champion-
ships in College Station, Andrea (Carter) 
Marcum and Hanson won their first two 
matches at No. 3 Doubles before losing to 
the No. 1 seed in the quarterfinals.  Marcum 
also won the Consolation title at No. 5 and 

Belcher was 2-2 at No. 2 Singles, losing in 
the Consolation finals.
 Rend Lake College won another Region 

IV Tennis title in 2005-06, when several 
programs dropped out for various reasons, 
leaving the finals to a dual match between 
RLC and Lewis and Clark.  
 The Rend Lakers escaped with a 5-4 ver-
dict.  After winning in singles at 1-2-3 (Lisa 
Parker, Centralia;  Kesara Becker, Salem;  
Shanna Beasley, Salem) and No. 5 (Kady 
Nelson, Crossville / Carmi-White County 
H.S.), the Lady Warriors still needed a tri-
umph at No. 3 Doubles by Laney Gillespie 
(Mt. Vernon) and Whitney Luttrell ( enia), 
6-1, 4-6, 10-2 for their second regional title.  
 Prior to their team breakthrough begin-
ning in 2001-02, Lady Warrior netters had 
to settle for limited individual successes at 
the Region IV level  . . .
 Tracy Hamilton, the wife of RLC Men’s 
Tennis Coach Kevin Hamilton, won a region 
title at No. 5 singles in 1997, only to top 
herself as a sophomore.  Co-MVP as a fresh-
man, Hamilton moved up to No. 3 Singles 
and went 12-0, en route to another “Most 
Valuable Player” Award and Region IV 
crown.
 Hayley Simmons (Harrisburg) claimed 
a No. 3 Singles title of her own in 2001 after 
earlier winning the ITA Midwest Region 
Tournament hosted by College of DuPage 
and advancing to the Rolex Small College 
National Championships in Memphis.
 One of only two setbacks for No. 2 
Singles player Stephanie Hays (Mt. Vernon) 
came in her first Region IV confrontation 
in 2001-02, but when her team finished sec-
ond for the first time and advanced to the 
national finals, Hays took advantage of the 
opportunity to win her last three matches 
and grab the NJCAA Consolation Finals at 
No. 2 Singles in College Station, T .
 Region Champ Andrea Carter (Centra-
lia) duplicated the finals feat by Hays the 
following year.  Playing at No. 5 Singles as 
Andrea (Carter) Marcum by Spring 2003, 
she lost a match in Texas before rolling to 
three straight victories and a Consolation 
championship.  Leslie Hanson (Mt. Vernon) 
also captured a Region Singles title at No. 6, 
as did the doubles duo of Anna Dow (Eff-
ingham) and Becky Blair (Salem) at No. 2.
 Later Region IV champs during non-
winning years included Stephanie Ferris 
(Salem) at No. 4 Singles in 2004 and LeAnn 
Nitz (Centralia) at No. 6 Singles in 2005.
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RLC Alum Allison Raski
weds ex-Card Edmonds
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MEN’S BASKETBALL Â
Three .500 GRAC seasons noteworthy
for lone D-II program in D-I conference 
 Most in sports would agree .500 repre-
sents mediocrity.  By definition, mediocre 
means “of only moderate quality;  not very 
good.”  A thesaurus defines a “mediocre per-
formance” as ordinary, average, middling, 
middle-of-the-road . . . undistinguished, 
forgettable . . . informally, OK or just so-so.
 Let’s face it.  The .500 team loses just as 
often as it wins.  No team or coach strives 
for it.
 So in a volume of Rend Lake College 
history, in general, and Warrior-Lady War-
rior athletics, in particular, how does an 8-8 
record reflect a highlight, a success story?
 Often times, there is more to it than meets 
the eye.    
 That certainly is the case of Rend Lake 
College Men’s Basketball and the Great 
Rivers Athletic Conference, circa 1992.
 Herein, as they say on the radio, is the 
rest of the story . . .
 The Warrior cage program found itself on 
National Junior College Athletic Association 
probation prior to the 1992-93 after viola-
tions were uncovered the previous season.  
One solution was the naming of RLC grad 
Tim Wills (Class of ’84) as Head Coach and 
Athletic Director.  Another was a drop from 
Division I  competition to Division II.
 That represented a de-emphasis in the 
program, in that recruitment of student-
athletes at the D-II level includes only 
tuition and fees or tuition and books.  Ath-
letic grants-in-aid to also cover the cost of 
room-and-board, as permitted for Division 
I schools, is not allowed.
 NJCAA Division II teams, for the most 
part, boast budgets considerably under 
those of most D-I powerhouses.
 Chances of landing the caliber of student-
athlete recruited by Division I programs, 
where the individual being sought is told he 
or she can use PELL grants and other finan-
cial aid for spending money or other needs, 
is different when that same player learns any 
financial aid received probably will be used 
to pay for housing and food.  I.e., Division II 
schools discover early on not to waste their 

time recruiting the student-athlete who also 
is being wooed by D-I programs.
 Men’s Basketball in the GRAC is one 
of the better Division I programs in the 
country, especially top to bottom.  Since 
the 1992-93 campaign, the league has been 
comprised of as many as nine or 10 teams 
six times and eight teams on the remaining 
10 occasions.
 The Warriors are the lone Division II 
program in the strong D-I league.  
 As one of the founding fathers of the 
GRAC, when all members were on equal 
footing in their preference to step up recruit-
ing efforts and emphasis on athletics, Rend 
Lake College chose to remain in the highly 
competitive conference even though the D-II 
Warriors would be at an obvious recruiting 
disadvantage.
 The Warriors, in other words, have no 
business beating their D-I brethren on a 
regular basis, considering budget restraints, 
lack of recruitment enticements, et al.
 Yet where there has been a Wills there 
frequently has been a way.  Go figure.
 The 1997-98 Warriors finished 7-7 (.500), 
good for fifth in an eight-team field.  They 
swept Belleville Area and Lincoln Trail, split 
with Kaskaskia, Southeastern Illinois and
Wabash Valley.
 More of the same back-to-back in 2006-
07 and 2007-08, when Wills & Friends were 
among GRAC frontrunners all winter before 
finishing 8-8 in a 21-11 season overall and 8-8 
in the 18-14 campaign a year later.  In 2006-
07, the Warriors were 2-0 vs. Kaskaskia and 
Olney Central and 1-1 vs. runner-up South-
eastern Illinois, Wabash Valley, Lake Land 
and Lincoln Trail.  In 2007-08, RLC won both 
encounters with Olney Central again and 
Lincoln Trail, while splitting with second-
place Southeastern Illinois, John A. Logan, 
Wabash Valley and Lake Land.  Champions 
John A. Logan (2007) and Southwestern 
Illinois (2008) were one of two clubs each 
season to defeat RLC both games. 
 Take away a four-year drought in the 
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Campus Walls of Fame
cite academics, athletics 
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 ONLY ONE BETTER 
Kami Konkel No. 2 in nation 
with 0.28 ERA (2 ER in 50 
IP) for 15-1 GRAC Softball 
Champions. / May ’94

 .818 BA; 2.667 SLG % 
  Jaymie Cowell’s 9-for-11
output in NJCAA Fast-Pitch 
Finals inc. 2 lead-off HRs,
game-tying 7th-inning HR 
and two doubles. / Spring ’9

WIN VS. RIVALS A 1ST
Two buzzer-beating treys 
helped the Lady Warriors
  beat nationally ranked J.A. 
Logan, 78-75 in double o.t.,
for first time after 20 years 
of trying and GRAC title 
share. / February 22, 1997

 WARRIOR CAGERS #5o 
Men’s Basketball Team 

coached by Mitch Haskins 
climbs to No. 5 in NJCAA 

D-I rankings. / 1995-9

DEDICATION CEREMONIES 
Naming honors for two of Athletic Department’s 
finest gentlemen . . . James “Hummer” Waugh 
Gymnasium and Wayne Arnold Super-Circuit 
Fitness Center. / November 3, 1995

ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS



middle when RLC managed just five league 
wins total, the Warriors have averaged al-
most six GRAC victories in 12 other seasons.
 The first seven seasons after moving to 
D-II, between 1992-93 and 1998-99, the War-
riors won 39 times against league rivals, an 
average of 5.6 victories per season.
 The last five seasons, since the 2003-04 
campaign, the average is 6.2 with 31 more 
wins.
 The Warriors should not be counted on 
to be championship contenders, considering 
they play by a different set of rules, but they 
can take pride in at least four conference 
wins in 12 of 16 seasons  –  as many as six 
in seven of those seasons  –  and an average 
of 4.7 GRAC wins annually.
 It should be enough to have some league 
administrators who are doling out big bucks 
for athletic purposes scratching their heads 
or asking their coaches how it can happen.

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL Â
Upstart Lady Warriors bounce back 
from 15-inning defeat to take third

      19 1

 Rend Lake College’s finest hour, athleti-
cally speaking, produced a third-place finish 
in the Region IV (state) women’s softball 
tournament over the weekend as the Lady 
Warriors battled back from a 15-inning 
marathon loss to eventual state champion 
Lincoln College.
 Lincoln went undefeated in the double-
elimination affair, turning back top-seeded 
Illinois Central, 3-0, in Sunday’s finale, but 
had to come from behind Friday afternoon 
to upend a gutty RLC outfit which traded ze-
roes with the champs for 13 innings behind 
the pitching of All-Tournament selection 
Debbie Anselment (McLeansboro).
 The Section VIII survivors won their 
15th game in the last 16 outings with a 3-2 
opening-game verdict over Lincoln Trail to 
earn the right to meet Lincoln.  The Lady 
Warriors then returned Saturday to post two 
more victories, 3-1 over Triton and 11-6 in 
a repeat triumph over Lincoln Trail, before 
dropping an 11-1 Sunday morning decision 
to runner-up Illinois Central, the defending 
champs who were trying to duplicate state 
championships earlier in the year by ICC 
volleyball and women’s basketball squads.
 The 3-2 showing in Peoria raised the RLC 
record to 26-6 overall and produced two of 
the 10 all-tourney picks  –  Anselment and 
freshman rightfielder Tammy Spencer (Ben-
ton).  Their third-in-the-state performance 

comes in just the Lady Warriors’ fourth 
season;  they have improved from a winless 
first season to go 10-5 the next and 15-5 a 
year ago.
 It was the tense, 15-inning struggle that 
left everyone impressed by the No. 6 seed 
in the eight-team state finals.
 Freshman Kelly Herron (West Frankfort) 
homered down the right-field line to finally 
put her team in the driver’s seat versus No. 
2 seed Lincoln.  It broke the ice of a scoreless 
struggle after Sabrina Wheatley (Walton-
ville), the sister of Coach Shlonda Horton, 
led off the top of the 14th with a single.  The 
home run was Herron’s second.
 Yet give the eventual champions credit.  
After Anselment retired the first two batters 
in the bottom of the inning, three straight 
Lincoln singles tied the score.  A lead-off 
single, an error one out later and a wild pitch 
proved fatal in the next frame.  Anselment 
struck out three, walked three and scattered 
10 hits in the 15-inning masterpiece, surviv-
ing six errors behind her until the 15th.
 “That game definitely took a lot out of 
us, especially Debbie.  It was like pitching 
two games in one,” Horton admitted.  “But 
we feel pretty good about it now since they 
went on to win the state tournament.”
 Anselment was on the mound for all 42 
innings in 2 1/2 days, working around 25 
Lady Warrior errors in five games.  She al-
lowed two hits against Triton, three in the 
initial win over Lincoln Trail and four in a 
rematch vs. LTC.
 The Lady Warriors had only 19 total 
hits.  Spencer boasted four hits, including a 
three-run double and an RBI single vs. LTC, 
and six RBIs;  Herron singled, doubled and 
homered for four RBIs, and Missy Learned 
drove in two runs with a double.

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Â
Late, 78-75 win in 2 o.t. over JALC
earns Lady Warriors share of crown

One game does not a season make.  But it 
sure came close late in the 1996-97 basketball
season for the Rend Lake College Lady War-
riors.

Ronnie Ressel had earned Great Rivers 
Athletic Conference “Coach of the Year” 
distinction the previous season, his first as a
head coach, following an 18-win campaign 
in which his team finished tied for third in
the league.

So all the Lady Warriors did for an encore 
was go 22-9 and earn the school’s first share 
of a GRAC Women’s Basketball crown (11-3) 

58 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

 -  - 

All-American Scholar
honors for Higgerson
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Only fourth-best on team? 
Konkel rates 2nd in nation

     1994
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Gately one-man track team,
runs ‘unattached’ to EIU
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in 1996-97.  Ressel’s second squad entered 
post-season play as the No. 3 seed in Region 

IV after having tied No. 1 seed and peren-
nial power John A. Logan and outdoing both 
No. 2 seed Belleville Area and No. 3 Wabash 
Valley.
 But one memorable game February 22 
made the whole season noteworthy.
 What was the sweetest part of the 78-75 
Saturday night victory at home over the 
Lady Vols?
 Was it Terri Henken’s buzzer-beating 
3-pointer to tie things at 65-all in regulation?  
Henken (Germantown / Breese Mater Dei 
H.S.) had only eight points, but the sopho-
more proved many times during the season 
she was a player who could be counted on 
in the clutch.
 Or was it Andrea Maurer’s 3-point basket 
just before the horn  to knot the score at 73 
and send the game into a second overtime?  
Maurer, a two-time All-GRAC and All-Re-
gion IV performer from Bluford (Webber 
Township H.S.) led with 20 points but had 
made just two other treys all season and a 
total of eight for her career.  Good timing.
 Or was it the fact the triumph enabled 
Rend Lake College to gain a share of its 
first-ever GRAC crown?  The Lady Warriors 
had finished as high as second only once 
previously, that coming in 1982-83, the first 
year of the league’s existence.
 The 11-3 record was compiled with splits 
against the three other top squads  –  Logan, 
BAC and WVC.
 Or was it the fact Rend Lake College 
finally had a win over the Lady Volunteers?  
The Carterville-based squad won 13 of the 
15 GRAC championships to that point, shar-
ing honors only one other time.
 Victory for the Lady Warriors had never 
happened before in 20 years of women’s 
basketball against a foe that had gone to the 
NJCAA Finals 10 of the last 11 seasons and 
was again nationally ranked for 1996-97.
 In Game Two the same evening, War-
rior freshman point guard Marcus Parker 
(Hopkinsville, KY / Christian County H.S.) 
broke free for a layup with :03 left to give 

the Rend Lakers a sweep.  The 68-67 verdict 
was the men’s fourth consecutive  win over 
their rivals over two seasons and proved 
anything but anticlimactic on the heels of 
the gals’ dramatic, double-overtime thriller.

BASEBALL Â
Four Region crowns, but still no cigar
after trio of District runner-up finishes

One of these days  . . .  the RLC Baseball 
Team is going to experience the exhilaration 
one weekend that goes along with winning 
an interregional District Tournament 
championship and with it the realization 
advancement to the next level, the NJCAA 
World Series, finally is a reality.
 It is not as if the Warriors have not come 
close.
 Four Region IV championships have 
put the Warriors on the verge of a World 
Series berth.  Alas, three of the four years 
have ended in frustration on the final day 
of the three-team, double-elimination inter-
region showdowns.  Two of those three 
District runner-up letdowns have come on 
friendly grounds as the host institution.
 The curse, as it must seem to Warrior 
coach after coach, first reared its ugly 
head during the otherwise ultra-successful 
1985-86 campaign.  That story is well-docu-
mented elsewhere in this publication;  i.e., 
RLC Sports Hall of Fame (see Page 149);  
separate story highlighted among the 
Athletic Department’s greatest achieve-
ments during the first 41 years (Page 30), 
Baseball (Page 87), et al.
 To make that long story short . . . a 27-3 
Fall GRAC championship season;  sluggish 
6-11 start to the Spring campaign;  49-10 
finish as the Warriors rolled into the final 
day of the Great Lakes District undefeated, 
needing only one more win against Grand 
Rapids, MI before packing their bags for a 
Grand Junction, CO, World Series.  Two-day 
rain delay.  Too cold (48-52 degrees).  Too 
much left-handed pitching.  Two games 
without a hit until the seventh inning.  Too 
bad.  Season finished, too, at 82-26.
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 WOMEN’S GOLF SIGNEES 
First recruiting Class of 2000 
set program standard of excel-
lence – 2nd Team All-American

Elizabeth Kasey, 2x Regioni
Champ Bobbie Jo Bivens,
Candice Vogt, Stephanie
Eller, Megan Mosel and
Julie Presley. / Fall 2000

 MEN’S GOLF STREAK 
Coach Dave Smith’s Golfers 
nab seventh straight Region 

IV title, advance again 
to NJCAA Finals. / Sp ’01

BUGG TOP 8 AMATEUR 
Beaten by Tiger Woods in
’9  semis, Stanford’s Joel

  Kribel eliminates RLCoo
product Jace Bugg in U.S. 

Amateur Golf Championship
quarterfinals, 5 and 3, in 
Chicago area. / August ’97

NATIONAL HONORS 
RLC Tennis Coach Diane 
Metzger USTA recipient
  of Collegiate Community 
Service Award for NJCAA 
Division. Repeated national 
honor following year, also 
in Tampa. / December 1998

ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS
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Perhaps you have heard
of his Uncle, Larry Bird
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 In Spring 1997, Coach Rich Campbell 
put a team on the field with seven regulars 
hitting .300 or better and a composite .329 
batting average, headed by the .410 mark 
of freshman second baseman Dan DeMent, 
and a pitching staff bolstered by a strikeout-
per-inning hurler (and future Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale signee) in 
Adam Biggs at 8-3 and mid-year transfer 
Eric Asbury at 10-1.
 Soup’s fifth team was 32-16 entering 
post-season play, when it immediately fell 
behind, 5-0 after two innings, and eventually 
fell to Southeastern Illinois in the double-
elimination sectional.  That was followed 
by 43 RLC hits and three straight routs, 11-1, 
11-1 and 16-8 for a spot in the Region IV 
Final Four.
 The hits kept coming.  The Warriors 
needed almost all of their 18 hits before 
edging host John A. Logan in their opener, 
7-6 in 11 innings.  Biggs went the distance 
in Game Two, an 11-hit, 9-5 RLC victory.
 The Warriors wasted no time wrapping 
up another Region IV title in Game Three.  
No fewer than six RLC reps boasted three or 
more hits each  –  Catcher Mike Thompson
was 5-for-8 with a two-run homer and six 
RBIs  –  and the Warriors scored in every 
inning but the ninth, including nine in the 
third and six more in the sixth en route to a 
crushing 25-9 verdict over Belleville Area.  
Did we mention 28 hits in that one?
 More of the same in the Chicago suburbs 
of River Grove, where Biggs & Friends 
debuted with an 8-2 win over Triton, which 
was eliminated the next game by Indian 
Hills in the Great Lakes District Tournament.

And just like that, somebody pulled the 
plug.  A team that had averaged 15 hits and 
12.1 runs during an 8-1 streak was limited 
to four hits in a 2-1 setback to Indian Hills.  
RLC scored its only run after two were out 
in the top of the ninth but left the tying run 
stranded at third and the potential go-ahead 
run on second.  
 The Warriors responded in a rematch 
with Indian Hills by stroking three home 
runs and going up, 4-0, in the fifth inning.  
The Iowans had been held to one hit through 
five innings but took advantage of a Rend 
Lake College error to score six unearned 
runs in the sixth of an 8-4 triumph.
 No World Series, again, for the 39-19 
Warriors.
 The home field advantage did not mean 
enough for the U. of Ina reps two years 
later,  when Campbell’s crew welcomed 

traditional qualifier Triton College and 
Muscatine (IA) C.C. to the Northern District 
(Inter-regional) Tournament.
 To get to that stage, the Warriors overcame 
a 14-3 loss in the sectional before downing 
Lincoln Trail in the finale, 8-7, as southpaw 
Jimmy Linder fanned four of the five batters 
he faced to preserve the decision.
 The Warriors also had to overcome an 
embarrassing, 14-4 loss in the Region IV 
Final Four.  The Good Guys turned back 
Southeastern Illinois, 9-3, with Ace Neal 
Frendling picking up his 10th mound win, 
then found themselves in a three-game 
series with BAC.
 Perhaps the first of three versus Belleville 
Area typified RLC’s post-season tough luck.    
Matt Davis won it, 2-1, with a dramatic, 
one-out, two-run, walk-off home run in the 
ninth, then failed to walk off.  He injured his 
knee in the wild celebration that followed at 
home plate.
 BAC recovered nicely with that 14-4 
thumping stopped after eight innings by the 
10-run rule, but  RLC rode the arm of Zack 
Brinson to a championship-game triumph, 
6-3.
 Region IV “Most Valuable Player” 
Brinson, who picked up the 2-1 win with 
four scoreless innings in relief of Linder, 
went the first 7 1/3 innings in the clincher, 
which was played the next day.  Fellow All-
Tournament pick Frendling closed out the 
victory with three strikeouts and no hits in 
1 2/3 innings.
 The Warrior offense produced 15 hits in 
the deciding game and was led throughout 
by All-Region Tournament selections Joe 
Flick (catcher) and Luke Miller (first base-
man).
 Muscatine was the team in the District to 
overcome the most . . . a 10-1 thumping by 
Triton in the second game, after the home 
squad had jumped into the driver’s seat 
in the first outing with a 3-2 decision over 
Triton.
 In what turned out to be his last hill 
appearance as a Warrior,  Frendling was 
Frendling against Triton.  The freshman 
improved to 11-3 with a complete-game 
masterpiece in which he scattered nine hits, 
stranded 10 runners and fanned  13.  Only 
one of the two runs off him was earned.
 Not long after that, Frendling would sign 
with the Tampa Bay Devil Rays organization 
(he had been selected the previous summer 
in the 16th Round of the annual Major 
League Free-Agent Draft).
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No golf team, you say?
RLC reps claim tourney
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Pitching product Cabrera
Puerto Rican top ‘Rookie’
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It was not long after that, because RLC 
dropped its next two encounters, 7-3 to 
Muscatine and 7-2 to Triton.  The Warriors 
were licking their wounds by the time 
Muscatine slipped past Triton, 5-2, and into 
the World Series.
 A Region IV Championship for the 
2007-08 Baseball Team?  
 No way.  At 19-21 heading into the post-
season playoffs, the Warriors seemed more 
likely to finish with a fifth-straight losing 
season, although the last two teams under 
new Coach Tony Etnier had hovered around 
the .500 mark.
 Way.  Seeded No. 8 in a nine-team event, 
RLC had to beat No. 9 Southeastern Illinois 
in a “play-in” game, 11-1, to reach the official 
First Round.  All nine league teams were 
given a chance to compete in the tournament 
because so many regular-seasons games 
were wiped out by a wet spring it did not 
seem fair to eliminate any team with the 
discrepancy in games played.
 Once “in,” All-GRAC hurler Zach 
Petersime overpowered No. 1 Wabash 
Valley, 4-2.  Petersime tossed a no-hitter 
for seven innings before a high-pitch count 
forced him out.
 Any momentum the now-.500 squad had 
going was quickly foiled by a second-round 
loss to Lincoln Trail.  The Warriors were 
teetering on the edge of having to wait until 
next season.
 A 7-1 stretch in eight games regrouped 
quickly.  No. 2 Olney Central was bounced 
from the tournament on a Monday morning, 
when RLC won 6-5 in 11 innings as another 
All-GRAC hurler, Cory White (5-2, 62 Ks 
in 71 1/3 innings, 3.28 ERA), went nine 
innings, Eric Davis went the next three for 
the victory and Ed Draper recorded three 
RBIs, with his two-run homer in the fifth 
spotting the Warriors a 3-0 lead.
 That afternoon, Wabash Valley nemesis 
Petersime did it again, stopping the No. 1 
WVC Warriors on two hits in a nine-inning, 
complete-game effort.  Petersime (7-2, 61 Ks 

in 68 2/3 innings, 2.49 ERA) was a winner 
when Jesse Schmidt tied it in the fourth with 
a home run and Ryan Alberter won it in the 
ninth with a double down the right-field line 
following a single by Andrew Soldner and 
a sacrifice bunt from Schmidt.
 “I’m telling you, it was incredible,” 
said Etnier, and he was not referring to the 
back-to-back games that toppled the two 
top-seeded teams.  He was talking about 
the Warriors’ next game with Lincoln Trail.
 That was the game LTC led, 8-3, entering 
the ninth inning.  But a two-run shot down 
the line by Derrick Troutt got the Warriors 
believing and the RLC hitters did not stop 
before they were ahead, 10-8.  Jacob Wente 
slammed the door in the bottom half of the 
inning for a complete-game mound win.
 It came down the final day to Rend Lake 
College vs. host John A. Logan at Rent 
One Park in Marion, home of the Southern 
Illinois Miners.  And RLC just dug a little 
deeper than the undefeated Vols.
 The Rend Lakers claimed Game One, 
9-4.  The Unlikely Nine jumped out to a 2-0 
cushion after one inning, trailed 3-2 in the 
fifth, then flexed their muscles with seventh-
inning home run blasts by Justin Duhamell 
(to left-center leading off), Tyler Isaak and 
Chase Kittinger.  Before the inning ended, 
Schmidt singled and Lincoln Talley capped 
the comeback with a two-run grounder 
through the infield.
 The Warriors captured the all-or-nothing 
finale as well, 6-4, behind 8 2/3 innings from 
Davis and the critical save by White.  Isaak’s 
double in the seventh scored two runs for 
a 5-4 lead, and Alberter’s solo shot in the 
eighth added some breathing room.
 “We are really excited that we played 
this well at the right time,” a proud Etnier 
understated the situation.
 “It’s a special thing,” he added.  “It is 
not something that happens all the time.  It 
hasn’t happened to Rend Lake College in 
quite awhile, and we are happy to be part 
of something so special.
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 MIKE MCKEE
RLC rep named NJCAA
Outdoor Track and Field 
“Women’s Assistant Coach 
of the Year.” / Spring 2007

 ACADEMIC HONORS 
Six Academic Teams of Yr. 
(Tennis #1) + 5 Distinguish-
ed (4.0 GPA)/ 10 Academic 
All-Americans. / 2004-05

 3.70 GPA RANKS NO. 2
Women’s Tennis ups GPA 
to 3.70 but slips to No. 2 
among 19 Academic All-
America Teams. / 2005-0

 REGION TENNIS TITLE
Diane Metzger’s unbeaten 
Lady Warriors claim first 

Region title, 23.5-17 overo 
runner-up Lewis  Clark, 
thanks to Singles crowns 
at Nos. 3-  and all three 
Doubles champs. / Fall ’02

WALLS OF FAME SALUTE ATHLETIC FEATS
Walls of Fame erected outdoors by Aquatics Center 
to recognize individual and team sports, athletic 
and academic achievement. / December 200

NJCAA PUBLICATION 
RLC and student-athletes are 
featured on cover and inside 
JUCO Review magazine for sec-
ond time . . . 20 years after first 
appearace. / February ’87

KAUFMAN, CLASSMATES SUCCEED
Class of ’05 quartet Danielle Kaufman, 
Ashley Hemann, Casey Biddinger and Nicole 
Adams forms nucleus of Lady Warrior golf
                                       squads that claim

 two Region IV crowns, 
5th-in-nation (2004) and 
best-ever 4th-in-nation 

finishes (2005), plus three 
All-Americans. / ’04 and ’05
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Haskins named Juco rep
on IBCA Directors Board
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“We have a group of guys who refuse 
to give up and are very confident.  We are 
a very good team all the way around right 
now, and I feel we are going to compete 
with anybody.  Right now that is just our 
mentality.  We are pretty fired up.  I think it’s 
safe to say we are playing our best baseball 
right now.” 
 Unfortunately, the upstart Warriors 
did not live happily hereafter.  Defending 
Northern District Champion Iowa Western 
C.C. rolled to its third World Series in four 
years with three impressive victories.
 RLC opened at home by eliminating 
upstate South Suburban, 5-2, shortly after 
Iowa Western had shown no mercy against 
the same foe, 17-5.  Etnier’s club was ahead, 
2-1, before securing the win with a three-run 
seventh.
 IWCC used the 10-run rule to stymie RLC 
in their first encounter, 12-2, but had to fight 
for its World Series life in a 12-9 verdict.  The 
Warriors were held to two hits the first seven 
innings, but one of those was a three-run 
roundtripper by Kittinger in the third that 
put his team up, 4-2.  A three-run blast by 
Alberter in the eighth made it 9-6 Warriors.
 But the veteran Reiver squad was not 
to be denied, regaining the lead against an 
arm-weary RLC pitching staff the final two 
innings.  
 Still, the Warriors did not go down 
without a final scare. They loaded the bases in 
the ninth only to hit into a double-play.                        

ASSISTANT COACHES Â
Sideline helpers among the best;
especially Lowery, Guttin, Herrin

If you think Assistant Coaches at the 
two-year level do it for the money, the rec-
ognition or the glory, then you really do not 
have a clue, do you?

Almost all do it for the love of the game, 
the chance to get their foot in the revolving 
coaching door and / or for r sum  fodder.
 Some do it to help a buddy . . . Warrior 
Baseball Coach Mike McClure served as 
Men’s Basketball Assistant Coach under 
Head Coach Jim Waugh for five seasons 
(1971-72 - 1975-76).  Basketball Coach 
Ronnie Ressel did likewise as the Pitching 
Coach for Lady Warrior Softball Chief Dave 
Ellingsworth from 1994-95 to 2000-01 (seven 
seasons).  Hall of Fame inductee Wayne Ar-
nold, a former Mt. Vernon Community Col-
lege and RLC head coach in several sports, 
likewise assisted over the years in Men and 

Women’s Basketball, under Waugh, Baseball 
and Softball. 
 Former players frequently return to assist 
their former coach;  i.e. RLC Baseball has 
benefitted from the likes of Pitching Coach 
Craig Sands (1991-94), one of the all-time 
best hurlers during his playing days in 
1987-89;  ex-catcher Ron Hoerner, the son 
of former St. Louis Cardinal reliever Joe Ho-
erner, who played in 1984-85 and returned 
to coach from 1988-91;  former infielders 
Kelly Mumbower (1980-81 after playing 
from 1975-77) and  Mike Joseph (1994-96 
after playing from 1987-89).
 Don Kalkstein spent just one season with 
the Warrior Baseball Team, but what a year it 
was!  The Hall-of-Fame Warrior Nine went 
82-26 in 1985-86 and needed just one win on 
what turned out to be its final doubleheader 
of the season to advance to the NJCAA 
World Series, which still remains only a 
dream 28 years later.  Chicago native Kalk-
stein, 23, was a former fraternity brother of 
Head Coach Paul Evans at Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale and was working on 
a doctorate degree from Springfield (MA) 
College.  He married a local gal  –  former 
RLC cheerleader Debbie Wolf of Benton  –  
and eventually used his season as a Warrior 
Baseball Assistant Coach as one of many 
springboards for his job as Sport Psychology 
Consultant for both the National Basketball 
Association’s Dallas Mavericks (and flam-
boyant, hands-on Owner Mark Cuban) and 
Major League Baseball’s Boston Red Sox 
(working with just-Manny-being-Manny 
Ramirez?).
 [See RLC Sidebar story, Page 25.]
 Track and Field’s Mike McKee was even 
recognized nationally.  He was named NJ-
CAA “Assistant Coach of the Year” follow-
ing the 2007 Outdoor Championships.  [See 
RLC Sidebar story, Page 36.]
     A few have hung around for a few years  
for a variety of reasons.  Guys like David 
Jackson (Men’s Basketball, 2001-10 / nine 
seasons), longtime Christopher High School 
Coach Tom Wheeler (Men’s Basketball, 1984-
1990 / six seasons), Thompsonville High 
School mentor John Robinson (Women’s 
Basketball, 1983-87 and again 1989-90 / five 
seasons in all) and Roger Yates (Women’s 
Basketball, 1992-95 / three seasons).
 Chemistry Instructor John Fisher was an-
other of Haskins’ Assistant Coaches, albeit 
it was more from an academic standpoint 
with his willingness to help tutor student-
athletes.  Certainly he came from the right 
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Lady Warrior quintet
preceded by Squaws
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pedigree;  brother Steve stepped in to win 
a National Championship with the NCAA  
Michigan Wolverines in 1989, not to mention 
Coach of the Year accolades, and continues 
to put his San Diego State Aztecs in the Top 
20 rankings on a regular basis.
 Still others have impressed those around 
them enough to be promoted to head 
coaching opportunities.  Assistant Baseball 
coaches Jim McGuire and Paul Evans both 
succeeded the mentors who brought them 
to campus, as did Jason Thrash (Women’s 
Basketball).
 Cindy Corn jumped from Women’s 
Basketball Assistant (1988-89) to her first 
love, Head Coach of the first Women’s Golf 
Team.    Glenn Box (Men’s Basketball, 2002-
05) was offered the opportunity to hook on 
with the Women’s Basketball program as 
Head Coach from 2005-08.  That, in turn, put 
him in position to accept another assistant 
coaching assignment, this time at the NCAA 
Division I level with the Western Michigan 
University Lady Broncos.
 Two professionals have taken time out 
from busy schedules for many, many years 
to help Rend Lake College’s golf programs  
–  Dr. Dale Brock, the West Frankfort dentist 
who helps his brother-in-law, Head Coach 
Dave Smith, with Men’s Golf whenever 
possible, and Krys Fisher, who works with 
the college in her official capacity with Man-
Tra-Con, Corp., is the better half of longtime 
RLC Vice President of Finance and Admin-
istration Bob Carlock and has helped good 
friend Cindy Corn with the Lady Warrior 
golfers since the beginning.
 Make no mistake about it, Rend Lake 
College has been blessed with many hard-
working Assistant Coaches throughout its 
sports history.
 And we have not even mentioned three 
of the most “famous” former aides . . .
 • Chris Lowery, Southern Illinois Univer-
sity-Carbondale Men’s Basketball Coach.
 • Keith Guttin, who tucked RLC in be-
tween baseball jobs at Southwest Missouri 

State University, first as an assistant for 3 
1/2 seasons and as the Bears Head Coach 
since 1982.  
 • Hall of Fame Coach Ron Herrin, who 
brought with him 581 victories from 35 
seasons in the prep ranks.
 Lowery was one season removed from  
a stellar career at SIUC, where the 5-foot-9 
product of Evansville (IN) Harrison High 
School was the starting point guard every 
game (93) his last three seasons, helping the 
Salukis to a couple of Missouri Valley Con-
ference regular-season titles and two MVC 
Tournament crowns resulting in coveted 
berths in the NCAA Tournament.
 A dependable, four-year contributor 
who played in 125 games, Lowery became 
a member of SIUC’s 1,000-Point Club and 
averaged 9.8 ppg for his career, with a 
high of 13.1 as a sophomore.  He scored a 
personal-best 25 points as a soph vs. league 
rival Creighton;  hit almost 40 per cent from 
3-point range as a junior, and committed just 
63 turnovers in 30 games as a senior as the 
primary ballhandler.  Career totals:  1,225 
points and 391 assists (fourth all-time), in-
cluding teams that were 86-37 (.699) the last 
three seasons.
 As a prepster he played alongside future 
Indiana University All-America pick and 
NBA performer Calbert Cheaney as a sopho-
more and junior, then as a senior helped 
nurture budding University of Kentucky 
standout and pro Walter McCarty.
 Lowery was in charge of Warrior pre-
season conditioning and helped with 
recruiting, in addition to on-floor practice 
and game instruction both seasons with 
Wills.  RLC was 20-12 the first year behind 
a sophomore-dominated quintet headed by 
First-Team All-America Bryant Lowe.
 “Ronnie (Ressel) and I worked together 
for three years and got to know each other 
really well, so it has been a change, without 
a doubt,” Wills said prior to the start of their 
first season together.  “But Chris has done a 
good job.

 -  - 

RLC Cager Kretz returns
as prep uniform retired
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Warrior Gymnast Mick
captains UT cheer squad 
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 NATYCAA CUP – 4TH 
Two Indoor Track/Field 
NJCAA titles lead to all-
time best of 130.5 pts. in 
national ratings. / June ’08

 NATYCAA CUP – 3RD 
Seven Warrior and Lady 
Warrior teams contribute 
to highest ranking with 
124.5-point total. / June ’09

 GOLF DYNASTY 
Lady Warriors capture 
eighth Regional golf crown
in nine seasons, 10th since 
1999-2000 start. / Sp 2012

ELLINGSWORTH FIRST F.C.A. HUDDLE ‘COACH’ 
RLC Softball Coach Dave Ellingsworth named recipient 
of first Fellowship of Christian Athletes Scott Tickner 
Huddle “Coach of the Year” Award. / April 21, 2009

POLYURETHANE TRACK UNVEILED 
RLC welcomes guests for first time to its 
new 400M, nine-lane, Olympic-configuration 
running track for the Region IV / Super-
Region Meet. / April 2 , 2008

CHEER, DANCE 1-2-3 
Cheerleading and Dance Teams coached by Nikki 
LaBuwi-Carollo go 1-2-3 at Cheer Limited Collegi-
ate Nationals in Myrtle Beach, SC in competition 
with 34 other colleges/universities.  First came 
in All-Girl Collegiate Stunt Group. / March 1 , 2012

 RILEY WINS AT 7-5 
Zach Riley high- umps P.R. 
7-5 for NJCAA Outdoor 
crown, named Field Athlete 
of the Meet. / Spring 2011



“He wants to coach and he knows the 
game really well, he understands it.  He is 
a fiery, intense individual who wants play-
ers to do things right, and he is not afraid to 
get on them when it is needed.  Plus, he is 
just a great person.  He gets along well with 
everybody in the program and department.

“I feel very fortunate to have somebody 
the quality of a Chris Lowery involved with 
the program,” added Wills.  “If his goals are 
to continue in coaching, I see him moving 
up the ladder pretty quick.”

Those words did lot take long to make a 
prophet out of Wills.

Lowery left the Warriors to join Coach 
Dick Corn’s staff at Missouri Southern for 
three seasons, including a 30-3, NCAA 
Division II-qualifying Final Four season in 
1999-2000.
 He then spent one winter with Southeast 
Missouri State University and Coach Gary 
Garner before hooking on with  Coach Bruce 
Weber’s staff at SIUC for two seasons and 
with Weber one season with the University 
of Illinois Fighting Illini before returning 
to Carbondale as Head Coach when Matt 
Painter left for Purdue University.
 In his first three seasons in charge of 
the Salukis, the young coach (33 in his first 
year) claimed three Missouri Valley Confer-
ence championships and took SIUC to three 
straight NCAA Tournaments, where he was 
the youngest participating head coach.  
 Lowery, 96-41 (701), signed a seven-year 
contract with the Salukis after winning MVC 
“Coach of the Year” recognition in both 2005 
(as the youngest in league history to do so) 
and 2007. 
 None of the participants anticipated Gut-
tin’s tenure at Rend Lake College to be very 
long, and it lived up to expectations.
 Longtime Assistant Coach Guttin was 
heir apparent to Head Coach Bill Rowe at 
Southwest Missouri State University when 
and if the successful mentor stepped up the 
dugout steps and into the Athletic Director’s 
position or retired.  
 When he found himself still waiting mid-
way through his fourth season, Guttin opted 
to leave the Springfield-based program 
and help his close friend Kirk Champion 
in Ina during Spring 1982.  Champion had 
accepted the job a week or so before the 
opening game of the Fall campaign and was 
eager for help.
 Guttin helped Coach Champion and the 
Warriors capture RLC’s first Section VIII 
championship despite a 19-38 record, then 

heeded the call from Southwest Missouri 
State University to return as it entered Divi-
sion I status for the first time in 1982-83.
 One of Guttin’s first recruits for SMS 
as Head Coach was Warrior hurler Kevin 
Keister.  Another Rend Lake College pitcher, 
Tom Fulkerson, joined the Springfield-based 
program the next season. 
 He guided the upstart Bears program 
to a prestigious berth in the 2003 NCAA 
Division I College World Series.  His record 
after 26 seasons (and counting at the time of 
publication) was 904-553 (.620), with seven 
NCAA post-season tourney appearances, 
six of those in the last 13 seasons.
 Guttin was named American Baseball 
Coaches Association Midwest Regional 
“Coach of the Year” in both 1997 and 2003 
and has nine conference “Coach of the Year” 
awards, six straight following champion-
ships in the Mid-Continent Conference from 
1984-89 and Missouri Valley Conference 
honors in 1993, 2001 and 2003.
 The Pitching Coach and Recruiting Co-
ordinator for SMSU and Guttin for the last 
22 years has been former RLC Warrior Head 
Coach Paul Evans.
 Champion, who stayed four seasons 
before leaving to become Pitching Coach 
for the NCAA Division I Southern Illinois 
University Salukis and ultimately a Pitching 
Coach in the Chicago White Sox organiza-
tion, likewise called upon his brother’s help 
around the same time.
 Minor League Catcher Keith Champion, 
a member of the Cardinals organization, 
took the spot vacated by Guttin for Fall 1982.  
The younger brother of the head mentor 
signed a free-agent contract in June 1982 and 
had played with two Class A teams before 
lending his expertise to the Juco program 
and a 17-9 league season.
 Keith Champion ended his playing 
career when he accepted a full-time coach-
ing position with the Cardinals’ Savannah 
(GA) Class A South Atlantic League entry.  
A four-year playing career at SMS resulted 
in Honorable Mention All-America honors 
each of his last two seasons for Keith Cham-
pion, who hit .339 and .400.  He worked dur-
ing the off-season as a graphic artist for Ted 
Turner’s Cable News Network in Atlanta.
 Herrin and Men’s Basketball Head Coach 
Mitch Haskins teamed for only one season, 
1990-91, on the Warrior bench.  But it was 
an imposing pair, for sure.
 The veteran Warrior Chief and his new 
sidekick were featured in hunting gear, 
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College program featured
twice on Juco Review cover 
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trusty dog and shotguns at their sides along 
a fence row in the open field.  The cover 
of the 1990-91 Men’s Basketball Program 
proclaimed:  1,103 Coaching Wins . . . and 
Hunting for More!
 Haskins was in his element, sharing his 
love for basketball season with a yearning 
for hunting season(s);  he was an avid out-
doorsman who loves to hunt and fish.  How-
ever, friend and foe alike must have enjoyed 
seeing Herrin, who definitely was out of his 
element in this uniform, in disguise.  When 
it came to inside or out, Herrin never met 
the inside of a gymnasium he did not like.
 The brother of former Rend Lake College 
Trustee Rich Herrin, who stepped down 
when he moved from Benton to become 
Head Coach at Southern Illinois University-
Carbondale, Ron Herrin was a member of 
the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame (Class of 1985) and a longtime 
IBCA officer.
 In 1990, Ron Herrin was a National High 
School Boys Basketball “Coach of the Year”  
nominee.
 He produced the majority of his 581 
coaching victories in 25 seasons at Olney-
East Richland High School, including 20-
win seasons 14 times and 10 regional titles, 
before succeeding his brother at BCHS.  
 Haskins, who boasted 522 of those 1,103 
wins, had been recognized as an outstand-
ing alumnus by his alma mater of Oakland 
City (IN) College  –  now University  –  and 
boasted outstanding credentials as a high 
school coach in both Missouri and Indiana.  
He turned a 4-17 team the previous season 
into 30-4 Missouri Class 3A State Champions 
his first season at Mississippi County H.S., 
where his three-year record of 88-8 also 
produced a season-long No. 1 ranking and 
eventual 32-1 mark, the lone setback in the 
state finals.  The following season, his South 
Spencer H.S. quintet in Rockport, IN, be-
came the first team in the 62-year history of 
Hoosier Hysteria to capture the Evansville 
Regional with an undefeated record before 
losing at the semi-state level in a one-class 
state to finish 25-1.
 Following 10 1/2 seasons as one of the 

most successful coaches in the Great Riv-
ers Athletic Conference, which he helped 
start and was responsible for naming, and 
the Juco ranks, Haskins was inducted into 
the IBCA Hall of Fame with the likes of the 
legendary Herrin boys and Rend Lake Col-
lege’s lovable 500-game winner, Jim “Hum-
mer” Waugh, among others.
 F.Y.I., the Hall of Fame duo coached the 
Warriors to a GRAC-best 11-5 record (20-
12 overall).  Two players, 6-5 swing man 
Anthony Smith (Henning, TN / Ripley 
County H.S.) and 6-5 guard Tim Pace (Col-
linsville), graduated to play for Coach Rich 
Herrin and SIUC.  Eight others continued 
their playing careers at the four-year level, 
including 6-7 Alex Beason (Toronto, Canada) 
and 6-7 Brandon Samuels (Washington, 
D.C. / Largo, MD, H.S.) at Southeast Mis-
souri State University and a year later 6-9 
Antoine Teague (Chicago / Lane Tech H.S.) 
at Murray (KY) State, while 6-6 freshman 
forward Shaun Watson (Brighton / Piasa 
Southwestern H.S.) took his 13-0 Warrior 
pitching arm to the pros by signing with the 
Mets organization which had drafted him 
the previous summer in the 22nd round of 
the free-agent draft.
 Ron Herrin continued to work with the 
RLC Athletic Department as a Saluki As-
sistant Coach and in a volunteer capacity 
working for the Benton-sponsored Southern 
Illinois  Lions Club Boys and Girls All-Star 
Basketball Games held annually in Waugh 
Gymnasium on the Ina campus.
 Ron Herrin died May 11, 1997, from a 
brain aneurysm at the age of 67.

DEDICATION CEREMONIES Â
James ‘Hummer’ Waugh Gymnasium
and Wayne Arnold Fitness Center

     B  , 199

Life goes on at Rend Lake College with-
out the Hummer.  It is just not the same.

More changes are coming to the Ina cam-
pus November 18, so get used to it.
  That is when college officials, former 
students and student-athletes and a building 
full of friends will gather to salute the gentle 
giant affectionately known throughout the 
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Juco Review (Cont.)

TUTT RECOGNIZED 
Ex-cager Larry Tutt (21.5 
 ppg, 12.0 rpg in ’ 8- 9, 
 inc. record 54 pts. in one 
game) named to Kentucky 
Education system’s Super 
Sunday Hall of Fame. / 
February 24, 2013

ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS

ELLINGSWORTH 800TH 
Win No. 800 came during 
a 29-20 Spring season 
for Softball Coach Dave 
Ellingsworth.  His teams 
were 819- 71 after 22 
seasons. / Spring 2015
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FCA honors Ellingsworth
as its first Huddle Coach
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Midwest as “Hummer” and his longtime 
sidekick, the one they call “Mr. A.”

Between college basketball games that 
afternoon, RLC will pay homage to its gem 
of a Jim in his gym.

The Rend Lake College  Gymnasium of-
ficially will become the James “Hummer” 
Waugh Gymnasium in honor of the recently 
retired Athletic Director, Men and Women’s 
Coach and Health Education Instructor who 
served Rend Lake College (28 years) and its 
predecessor, Mt. Vernon Community Col-
lege (one year), so well.
 Also during ceremonies that day, the 
aerobics exercise center on campus will be 
named the Wayne Arnold Fitness Center in 
honor of its founding father and longtime 
Health, Physical Education and Recreation 
Instructor, Department Chair, Coach and 
Assistant, et al.
 College officials are counting on friends 
of the two gentlemen and the college will 
“take advantage of this opportunity to salute 
two very deserving individuals  –  well-
known throughout Southern Illinois and an 
inspiration to so many former players and 
colleagues.”
 Waugh was “Coach” to RLC student-
athletes for 15 years with the Warriors, from 
1966-81, and for 14 years with the Lady 
Warriors, from 1981-95.
 Approval to so recognize the 57-year-old 
Waugh, who will be leaving Mt. Vernon 
soon to return to his native Terre Haute, 
IN, and the 63-year-old Arnold was granted 
October 10 at the RLC Board of Trustees 
meeting at the recommendation of President 
Mark S. Kern.
 Special guests scheduled to take part in 
the Dedication Ceremonies are Ina Mayor 
and faithful Warrior basketball fan Andy 
Hutchens;  President Kern; former Lady 
Warrior Assistant Coach and former Warrior 
cager Cindy and Jerry Corn; retired fac-
ulty member Vince Cain; ex-Lady Warrior 
Stephanie (Sides) Mings, and ex-Warrior / 
Assistant Coach John Kretz.  The National 
Anthem will be sung by former Warrior 
Terry Bradshaw.
 A reception will be held in the Student 
Center immediately following the Men’s 
Basketball game with Danville Area.
 Waugh won 501 basketball games and in-
duction into the Illinois Basketball Coaches 
Association “Hall of Fame” this past spring.  
He was Region IV Women’s Director at 
the time of his retirement and has coached 
almost every sport the college has sup-

ported.  In 1991, he was named recipient of 
the RLC Foundation “Faculty Excellence” 
Award.  In addition, he co-chaired the RLC 
Foundation’s “Generations of Excellence” 
Family Capital Campaign.
 But even more important, Kern empha-
sized, “Jim was a positive influence on ev-
ery person he met, and many of his former 
students and players are now involved in 
coaching.”  In the letter for Waugh’s “Fac-
ulty Excellence” nomination, signed by 14 
peers, it was noted, “Jim Waugh has stood 
for scholars / athletes, not the other way 
around . . . To know Rend Lake College is 
to know Coach Waugh.”
 Ditto for Arnold, “Faculty Excellence” 
Award recipient in 1989 and originator of 
the idea to establish a center “long before 
they became as popular as they are today,” 
Kern noted.  Arnold’s “organizational skills 
and the professional manner in which he 
operated the center” are credited for its tre-
mendous growth.  Over 1,200 area residents 
today are RLC students enrolled in super-
circuit aerobic fitness centers on the Ina 
campus and in Mt. Vernon.
 Waugh will be joined in “Hummer Hall” 
by his trusty companion, wife Lila, and 
their daughter and son-in-law, Cathy and 
Bryan Sponsler, and grandsons Dakota 
James Waugh, 6, and Ross Sponsler, 2.  His 
father, Max Waugh, also is expected to at-
tend.  Daughter Jane Waugh was killed in 
an automobile accident in 1992.
 Sharing the moment alongside Arnold 
will be his wife of 40 years, Ailene, their 
son, Gary Arnold, and granddaughter Lydia 
Elisabeth Arnold, 8.
 Only one other building on campus has 
been named for an individual.  The Dr. Allen 
Y. Baker Administration Building is in honor 
of a founding Board member.             

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL Â
‘Nice guy’ Box goes 64-31, takes
RLC to Region finals for first time

Nice guys do not have to finish last, 
something that has been proven often over 
the years by the likes of Men and Women’s 
Basketball Coach Jim “Hummer” Waugh, an 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Association Hall-
of-Famer with 29 Warrior/Lady Warrior
seasons to his credit, and Men’s Basketball 
Coach Tim Wills, an 18-year veteran.

The same holds true for Softball Coach 
Dave Ellingsworth, whose teams have been 
“family”  –  and winners  –  since 1993.

Add Women’s Basketball Coach Glenn 



Box to that collection of quality individuals.  
After three seasons as the understudy to 
Wills, the former Warrior point guard was 
asked to take over the women’s program 
and did nothing but win the next three 
seasons (2005-06 through 2007-08) before
accepting a position as an Assistant Coach 
at Western Michigan University.  He has 
since served in similar capacities at Saint 
Louis University, University of Akron and 
at publication time, SLU again.

“I am very excited to have Glenn Box 
back at Saint Louis University,” said 29-
year collegiate coaching veteran Lisa Stone, 
former Wisconsin mentor who is 542-290 
overall but was not with the Billikens during 
his first two seasons there in 2010-12.  
 How much of an impact did Box have 
upon his return?  Go figure.  The team won 
15 games and beat a ranked opponent, 
No. 20 George Washington University, in 
2014-15, both for the first time in 12 years;  
it twice beat rivals who were unbeaten in 
the Atlantic Coast Conference at the time, 
Fordham (6-0) and GWU (10-0); the team 
composite GPA rated No. 6 in the country 
at 3.564, and SLU boasted the 10th-largest 
increase in NCAA Division I Women’s Bas-
ketball, an average of 1,319 compared to 854 
the previous winter. 
 “During the time I have known Glenn, I 
have admired his passion and love for the 
game.  He brings head-coaching experience, 
experience on the men’s side and experience 
coaching Division I Women’s Basketball to 
our program.  Glenn has great knowledge 
of the game and is a great teacher.  His per-
sonality and enthusiasm are infectious and 
have an important impact on our players 
and our recruiting.” 
 Box was 64-31 as the Lady Warrior head 
coach, taking his second team to the Re-
gion IV championship game for the first 
time in school history.  RLC was nationally 
ranked each of his last two seasons, when 
it finished 24-8 and 21-11.
 Devastating losses of key players dur-
ing the 2007-08 season prevented the Lady 
Warriors from living up to early billing . . . a 
Preseason No. 20 national ranking, thanks to 
the return of guards Sierra Rambert (Phila-
delphia, PA),  Angelica “Stick” Harris (Mem-
phis, TN) and Jasmine Mack (Godfrey), 5-11 
Heather Sistrunk (St. Louis, MO) and a tall, 
talented group of newcomers headed by 5-9 
Kemmy Dominique (Miami, FL) and 5-10 
Vincennes (IN) University transfer Megan 
Payton (Bloomington, IN / South).

 The Lady Warriors ended 2007 looking 
forward to the holiday break with a record 
of 11-2 after sweeping a two-game road trip 
to Tennessee and a couple more two-game 
ventures into Missouri.  The team was 9-0
against out-of-state opponents.
 Three weeks into 2008, the Lady War-
riors improved to 16-3 and eventually 19-5 
(8-3 GRAC mark), including a win over the 
nation’s top-ranked quintet, Southeastern 
Illinois, before missing players took their toll 
on the scoreboard.  Long gone by then were 
point guard and leading scorer Rambert (20 
ppg, six assists, five rebounds), destined for 
All-American status and NCAA D-I recruit-
ment before shocking her teammates and 
Box by not returning for the second semester.
 Sistrunk was dismissed from the squad 
due to off-the-court disciplinary reasons, 
and another steady contributor departed 
when she learned she was pregnant.  There 
were other minor injuries.
 And it did not get any better.  RLC was 
up four at halftime at Lake Land, when 
another D-I caliber player, Payton (18 ppg, 
eight rebounds), suffered an ACL injury in 
the final minute before intermission, and lost 
by 20 (80-60) without another of its stars.
 The Lady Warriors would go on to beat 
John A. Logan in their Homecoming game 
and win their Region IV opener as the 
No. 3 seed against a Kaskaskia quintet 
which had defeated them in early February.  
But they lost three of their last four, includ-
ing twice to Southwestern Illinois, a team 
RLC beat previously.  
 A 21-11 showing was good enough to 
merit Payton and Dominique spots on the 
12-member All-Region IV squad and 
Payton, Dominique and Harris inclusion on 
the 15-member All-GRAC team. 
 Season No. 2 under Box was the signa-
ture, break-through season for the new-look, 
well-respected Lady Warrior program, 
which finished 24-8 and advanced to the 
Region IV Championship for the first 
time in its 31-year existence.
 Opposites-attract guards Sierra Rambert, 
a 5-4 freshman from Philadelphia, and the 
veteran duo of 5-9 Sophomore Carly Clen-
denen of Pendleton, IN (Pendleton Heights 
H.S.) and 5-8 Soph Sheri Jones of St. Louis, 
MO (Normandy H.S.) triggered an offense 
which benefited from the board work and 
inside defense of 6-2 sophomore Kassie 
Humphries (Frankton, IN) and 6-0 classmate 
Takita Earl (Elkhart, IN /Central H.S.).
 When RLC raced to a 60-23 halftime lead 
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Huddle Coach (cont.)
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and eventual trouncing of Lindenwood 
University (MO), 101-41, in the first game 
of 2007, the nonconference record was 9-2.
 The Lady Warriors swept John A. Logan, 
91-85 in late January behind Rambert’s 27 
points and 75-73 just before post-season 
play began, rallying from 10 down in the 
final five minutes.  (Recall RLC had never 
beaten the Lady Vols even once before the 
1996-97 season.)
 They doubled up on GRAC foe Olney 
Central, 82-41, early in February for their 
seventh win in succession and went on to 
sweep another traditional conference leader, 
Southwestern Illinois College, 61-45 at home 
and 81-73 in Belleville.
 Counting wins over SWIC, Logan and 
Kaskaskia, for a conference mark of 11-5, Box 
and Buddies marched into the Region IV 
Finals showdown with favored Southeast-
ern Illinois with a five-game winning streak 
following an 82-62 thumping of the KC Blue 
Angels  –  Jones had 24, Rambert 20  –  and 
a semifinal win against Lincoln Trail.
 The underdog Lady Warriors never led 
No. 1 seed SIC.  They trailed 31-28 at half-
time, finally knotting things for the first time 
on a 3-pointer by Clendenen with less than 
a minute to go before falling, 65-62.
 The highest-ranked shooting team in the 
country was held to 44 per cent by RLC;  
unfortunately, their victims shot just 35 per 
cent from the floor and 12-18 from the line.
 “Not to take anything away from them, 
we just felt like we were better than them,” 
commented Box.  “We were peaking at the 
right time and we believed we were defi-
nitely up to the challenge.  We were very 
prepared going into that basketball game.
 “We knew exactly how to beat them, and 
I felt my team did a great job of executing 
our game plan.  We found ourselves in the 
toughest tournament in the country.  We 
knew beating them was a tall task, but we 
definitely knew we could do it.  You have 
to give our kids credit.  They are a bunch of 
mentally strong kids.”
 Overall, added a proud mentor, “We 
did a fabulous job and our school should 
be proud of these players.  I have never felt 
good about second-place, but with that ef-
fort I can certainly live with it.  I have never 
been proud of a second-place trophy until I 
received this one.  I didn’t feel great about 
it, but I felt all right with it, knowing that 
we gave everything we had.  It was a great 
tournament for us.”  
 The Lady Warriors were 19-12 in the first 

season under Box, with veteran all-around 
standout and University of Illinois signee 
Rebecca Harris (Belleville / Mascoutah H.S.) 
and three-point shooter deluxe Courtney 
Magness (Newark, AR) leading the way.
 Three years later, Box was convinced he 
had the returnees and the recruits to go with 
them to legitimately contend for a National 
Championship in 2008-09, “no doubt in my 
mind about it,” he would say later.
 But the chance to join Western Michigan’s 
staff was deemed too good to reject.  
 “It is exciting when you have an oppor-
tunity to achieve a goal,” he said of coaching 
at the NCAA Division I level.  “It is an excit-
ing feeling.  The opportunity to just coach 
basketball is unbelievable.  Any time you 
have the chance to do what you truly love, 
you feel fortunate and blessed,” added the 
33-year-old Box.

BASEBALL Â
Lasorda, Stan ‘The Man’ and others
a big hit for 600 area baseball fans

One of the most successful, community-
minded events ever staged by Rend Lake 
College was a Baseball extravaganza hosted
by the Warrior Baseball Team on January 24, 
1985, at the new Ramada Hotel  Mt. Vernon.
 The Night to Remember fund-raiser    
attracted more than 600 area fans to meet 
and enjoy Los Angeles Dodger Manager
/ Personality-Personified Tommy Lasorda 
and several other celebrities, including the 
“Man” himself, all-time St. Louis Cardinal 
great Stan “The Man” Musial.
 Lasorda is one of those guys who talks 
a good game  . . .  if you can get him to put 
down his fork long enough.  The Hollywood 
celebrity whose blood runs Dodger true 
blue came to Southern Illinois to do the two 
things he does best  –  eat and spread the 
gospel of baseball  –  with area fans who 
paid $25 per ticket to join him. 
 The venture was the brainchild of fourth-
year RLC Head Coach Kirk Champion, who 
has professional baseball contacts through 
his father, longtime Philadelphia Phillies 
scout Babe Champion, and former RLC 
student-turned-entrepreneur Mitch Fulford, 
who organized the event and served as 
Master of Ceremonies.
 Also on hand were Cleveland Indians 
outfielder George Vukovich, a roommate 
of Coach Champion when both played for 
Southern Illinois University-Carbondale, 
and centerfielder Bob Dernier of the defend-
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Coach Corn: Do as I say,
in addition to how I do it

   2 , 1999
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ing National League East Division Cham-
pion Chicago Cubs.

Sharing the stage with the linguine-
loving Lasorda and other celebrities will be 
longtime area scout Virgil Melvin and four 
RLC Warrior products who will be depart-
ing soon for professional spring training 
camps  –  pitcher Jeff Barton (Cardinals), 
pitcher Bill Clossen (Braves), first baseman 
Todd Herrenbruck (Phillies) and infielder 
Rick Daily (Tigers).
 Lasorda’s girth is exposed to the world in 
double-knits, exceeded only by his gift for 
gab and a love for the Dodger organization 
he has been a part of for 35 seasons.  Dodger 
General Manager Al Campanis has admired 
Lasorda’s work as a manager  –  when he is 
not hobnobbing with the likes of the original 
ol’ Blue Eyes, Frank Sinatra  –  three National 
League pennants and a Western Division 
title in eight tries, plus a couple of runner-up 
showings;  “Manager of the Year” acclaim 
as a rookie skipper and again in 1983.
 Yet the G.M. grumbles, “I am the only 
general manager in baseball who, when he 
wants to reach his manager, has to call the 
Oval Office at the White House, Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas or Lasorda’s Restaurant 
in Exton,  PA.”
 “A sound argument could be made that 
in a city of stars, Tommy Lasorda, the man-
ager of its baseball team, is the biggest star 
of them all,” writes Ron Fimrite in a recent 
feature story entitled, “He Goes Where the 
‘In’ Crowd Goes,” for Sports Illustrated.  “He 
has no privacy whatsoever.  And he loves 
it,” the article continues.  “Lasorda will talk 
to anyone anywhere.”
 A team executive calls the 5-foot-9 dy-
namo “the ultimate team player.  It is no 
accident we’ve gone over three million in 
attendance four times since he has been the 
manager.”
 “Beyond question,” Fimrite added, “no 
one else in all of sports has such a rigorous 
off-season schedule.  Lasorda may be corny, 
but he is no phony;  without seeming overly 
pious about it, he sees himself as a sort of 
messenger of goodwill, an emissary of his 
game and his team.  ‘I feel I owe the people 
something,’ he says.”

SOFTBALL Â
With midnight approaching, RLC
clubs ICC, 9-3, advances to Finals

      199

Illinois Central College has dominated 
Region IV softball, winning the post-
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Game sound, ‘secret weapon’
Legg valuable Warrior netter
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season tournament and advancing to the 
NJCAA Women’s National Fast-Pitch Soft-
ball Finals 10 of the last 11 springs, 15 times 
in all since 1976.
 So when the host team got a break and 
escaped with a 2-1, extra-inning triumph 
to force a winner-take-all showdown late 
Saturday, it would have been easy for a dis-
appointed Rend Lake College nine to admit 
defeat, pack it up and gone home.
 It was nearing the midnight hour, liter-
ally, ICC was pumped before a boisterous 
crowd and the No. 2 seeded Lady Warriors 
were still one win away from a  first-ever 
trip to the Final 16 after having been just 
two outs away from that heretofore elusive 
trip just moments earlier.
 Instead of packing it in, the determined 
troops packed a punch.  Instead of packing 
for home, RLC faithful began packing for 
Hutchinson, KS, and the double-elimination 
national tourney featuring 16 teams Thurs-
day-Saturday, May 16-18.
 A decisive, 9-2 victory over the seven-
time defending champs earned RLC its first 
title and helped earn Region IV “Coach 
of the Year” honors for the Lady Warriors’ 
Dave Ellingsworth and All-Region Tour-
nament recognition for infielder / leadoff 
batter Jaymie Cowell (Brazil, IN), cleanup 
hitter / centerfielder Nicole Murray (Hurst) 
and pitchers Amanda Perjenski (Mt. Vernon) 
and Angela Robinson  (Johnston City).
 A six-run third inning proved decisive in 
the regional finale, with Cowell’s convincing 
home run which cleared the 200-foot fence 
in dead-center by some 30-40 feet account-
ing for the last half of that total.  She also 
homered in Saturday’s first game and now 
has a record 11 this spring, 14 in all.
 Illinois Central hurlers walked 14 batters 
against RLC, which was the higher seeded 
team despite the fact tradition-rich ICC was 
rated No. 7 in the country.  And the winners 
took advantage of those free passes.
 The only two sophomores among the 
11-player RLC contingent, Theresa Sumner 
(Pinckneyville) and Tamzen Montgomery 
(Marion), had run-producing hits, as did 
Perjenski, prior to Cowell’s three-run blast.  
The winners scored once more in the fourth 
thanks to a walk, an error and an RBI-single 
by Shanna Tolbert (Johnston City) and in 
the fifth following another error and three 
straight bases on balls.
 After winning the sectional by allowing 
just one run in three straight games, the 
Lady Warriors yielded two runs per outing 

 -  - 

Ex-Warrior ace Armstrong
reaches Publinx match play
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Freshman Holland cards
seven birdies, record 65
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in the Final Four of the region  –  identical 
4-2 wins over Parkland and Illinois Central 
to take control on Friday before Saturday’s 
rain-delayed, 2-1 loss and 9-2 victory.  
 Murray tripled twice, drove in three 
runs and made two outstanding plays de-
fensively in the critical, 4-2 win over ICC.  
Perjenski picked up two wins to improve 
to 15-6 overall, while Robinson beat Park-
land, dropped the 2-1 decision to ICC on 
unearned runs and now stands 15-5.
 Rend Lake College even got an emotional 
lift from GRAC rival John A. Logan.  After 
leaving the potential tying and winning 
runs on base in the seventh inning of a 4-3 
elimination loss to ICC, the Lady Vols stuck 
around through both RLC-ICC games and 
rooted for the Lady Warriors.  The finale 
ended shortly after midnight at Washington 
City Park, about 10 miles from the Illinois 
Central campus in East Peoria.  The games 
were moved there due to field conditions.
 “The key from the time we started (tour-
nament play) has been our pitching.  We 
just didn’t give up many runs,” explained 
Ellingsworth.  
 “We’re tired,” he admitted the following 
afternoon. “But I also think we probably are 
the happiest team in Region IV right now, 
don’t you?  We have just played real well 
through this stretch.”
 RLC is on a 26-5 run since opening the 
spring 0-5 in Florida (including a 2-1 loss 
to ICC) and 4-6 overall.  The team is hitting 
.302, while Perjenski (1.40) and Robinson 
(1.62) have combined for a team ERA of 1.50.

INDIVIDUAL / INTERNATIONAL Â
One-upmanship: Cowell to Bugg 
to Craig to Merriweather to Lalang

In between a sterling Juco career which 
found her leading the Lady Warriors to a 
first-ever berth in the Women’s Fast-Pitch 
Softball Championship and First- and Sec-
ond-Team All-America designations, Jaymie 
Cowell was chosen to play for the NJCAA 
All-Star Team in the summer 1996 Canada 
Cup International Tournament.

Jace Bugg, two months removed from a 
First-Team All-American career which led 
the RLC Men’s Golf Team to a third-place 
showing in 1996 and fifth in ’97, advanced 
to the Quarterfinal Round of a prestigious 
tournament won the previous year by Tiger 
Woods, the 2007 U.S. Amateur Champion-
ship in August.

In their unintentional national-interna-

tional game of one-upmanship, Warrior 
speedster Jason Craig may have gained the 
upper hand, uh, foot.

Craig not only earned the right to rep-
resent the United States in the 10th Interna-
tional Association of Athletics Federation 
World Junior Championship in Italy in July 
2004, he shined in the spotlight.
 The Warrior track flash would win an 
NCAA 400-Meter Indoor title and share a 
4 x 800M Relay Outdoor championship in 
2005, and he was a runner-up in the 2004 
Indoor 200M and the 2005 Outdoor 400M.
 Given the opportunity to perform before 
an international audience, all the Rend Lake 
College sophomore-to-be did was run the 
third leg (:45.6) for the USA 4 x 400M Relay 
Team that established a Junior World Record 
of 3:01.09 before returning to Ina for Fall 
2004 classes.

She may not have set any records, but 
Freshman Jessica Merriweather did qualify 
for the World Junior Championships in July 
2008 in Bydgoszcz, Poland with her High 
Jump of 6 feet 1.25 inch at the NJCAA Super-
Region Track and Field Meet.  She did not 
advance to the World Junior finals.
 All Merriweather did leading up to her  
“What I Did This Summer” report was help 
the Lady Warriors to an Indoor NJCAA title 
with firsts in both the Pentathlon and the
High Jump (5-8  3/4) before earning points 
in four Outdoor NJCAA Finals events  –  10 
points again with a High Jump first (5-7), 
six points for her third-place Long Jump, 
four points for a fifth in the seven-event 
Heptathlon and one point for an eighth in 
the 100M Hurdles.

In a game of “Can you beat this?” give 
Boaz Lalang credit.  He did.
 Lalang spent Summer 2008 at the Beijing
Olympics representing his native Kenya 
(and his postsecondary home-away-from-
home, Rend Lake College) in front of a 
worldwide television audience and his 
American coach, Brent McLain, in person.
 [For INA in ChINA Olympics related 
story, see Excellence in Athletics Page 5.]
 The freshman from Eldoret, Kenya, a 
Business Accounting major who hopes to 
run professionally one day, accounted for 
40 points in the 2008 NJCAA Indoor Track 
and Field Championship won by Rend Lake 
College.  He won the 800M Run, the 1000M
Run and the Mile, in addition to anchoring 
the victorious Distance Medley Relay Team.  
Outdoors, he captured the NJCAA 800M 
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Ex-Lady Warrior golfer
‘joins’ LPGA Classic
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Run and 1500M Run and ran the final leg of 
the 4 x 800M Relay Team that placed third 
for a third-place team.
 At the same time, Lalang found himself 
owning the fastest collegiate time (all lev-
els) in the country in the 800M Run  –  as of 
February 1, a week before his 19th birthday  
–  and less than three weeks later in the Mile.
 His 1:47.82 at Indiana University’s Indoor 
Indiana Relays lowered the previous best 
by Iowa State University’s James Galvan in 
1:48.36 and rated as the eighth-fastest clock-
ing to date in the world in 2008.
 His accomplishment was announced 
over the loudspeaker and broke a 23-year-
old fieldhouse record.
 “I think it is good to be the fastest, but 
I think I can do better than that,” Lalang 
admitted.  “My dream has not come true.  
My dream is to (some day) break the world 
record.”
 At the University of Arkansas Tyson 
Invitational in Fayetteville in mid-February, 
Lalang ran 3:58.34 in the Invitational Mile 
Run against an international field.  Three of 
the four runners ahead of him, including the 
winner in 3:55.93, were representing Team 
Reebok.  
 His time would have won two other Tyson 
Invitational events, the Mile Championship 
Race and Olympic Division Mile Run.
 Lalang appeared headed for Cloud 
County  Community College (KS) before 
fellow African townsman Elkanah Kibet, a 
Rend Lake College sophomore-to-be, con-
vinced him Ina, IL, was the place to be.
 Good decision, Lalang would be the first 
to admit.  Or would it be teammate Kibet 
who would be the first to admit he made 
the right choice?  Or Coach McLain?
 Lalang says of his Juco mentor, “I like 
Coach McLain.  Sometimes he gets mad, but 
I understand him.  He is the right coach for 
the right runner.”
 Kibet was recipient of the 2007-08 RLC 
Male Student-Athlete of the Year Award 
with a 3.92 grade-point average (4.0-point 
scale).  Other Warrior and Lady Warrior 
student-athletes from Eldoret, Kenya, in-
clude 10-time All-American and six-time 
individual champion Pasca Cheruiyot;  
Freshman Cross-Country Medalist Ben 
Cheruiyot, a three-time All-American before 
missing the spring season due to an indoor 
injury;   Robert Kapsoiya;  Peter Sigilai and 
Jeniffer Chepkemboi.  Elvis Mzamo is from 
Zimbabwe, Africa). 
 According to Lalang, a high school sensa-

tion prior to arriving in the states, all prep 
students in Eldoret are required to run at 
least 10 miles a day.
 “I realized that I was impressing myself” 
as a high school star, Lalang recalled, “but it 
is more important that I am impressing God 
for the talent that he has given me.”
 Contributions from individual staff and 
the RLC Foundation made it possible for 
Lalang to return to Kenya in order to try out 
for the Olympics.
 When he finished second in his specialty 
to insure a spot in Beijing  –  a third runner in 
each event is selected at the committee’s dis-
cretion  –  the Foundation surprised McLain 
with the means to travel to China and enjoy 
the experience of watching his extraordinary 
protege compete in the Olympics.     

WOMEN’S TENNIS Â
Metzger back-to-back Juco recipient
of USTA Community Service Award

Rend Lake College sports monopolies?
How about that Men’s Golf program, 

which captured seven consecutive Region 
IV Division II Championships between 

1994 and 2000, never finishing worse 
than Top Ten in NJCAA competition the 
following springs, including second in ’94, 
third in ’95, fifth twice (’96 and ’99) and 
sixth back-to-back (’97-98).  At the same 
time, golfing mastermind Dave Smith was 
walking off with seven Region IV “Coach 
of the Year” awards.
 Men’s Cross-Country, no doubt.  There is 
no denying three straight NJCAA Division 
II National Championships and “NJCAA 
Coach of the Year” honors for Brent McLain 
in 2001, 2002 and 2003.
 Five straight (and counting) Region IV  
titles for the Women’s Golf Team, 2003-07, 
and seven of nine in the program’s existence.
 Near-monopoly?  Three in a row  –  and 
four in a five-year period  –  runner-up 
finishes at the NJCAA Championships by 
the Men’s Indoor Track and Field Team 
(2003, 2005-07).
 We are forgetting one.
 How about Women’s Tennis Coach  
Diane Metzger?
 In 1998, RLC Math Professor Metzger 
was selected as one of only 10 national 
recipients of the United States Tennis 
Association (USTA) Collegiate Community 
Service Award.  She was recognized at the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association Conven-
tion December 14 in Tampa, FL.
 One male and one female from NCAA 
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Cold, winless? No problem;
Flanagan flips ‘quiet’ no-no 
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Division I, II and III programs, NAIA and 
NJCAA schools are chosen annually based 
on several criteria, including volunteer 
involvement with USTA and/or community 
programs, work with community tennis 
associations, campus clinics and other 
campus activities and volunteer work 
running local tournaments.
 She won again in 1999.
 Call it a big-time Mini-Monopoly.
 Metzger likewise has been the recipient 
of the Southern Illinois Tennis Association’s 
Chicago Title Insurance Award as its Top 
35-and-Over Female Tennis Player for 12 
consecutive years.
 No argument there.  That is a bona fide 
monopoly, for sure.
 When she has not been busy coaching 
the Lady Warrior netters or winning 
tournaments as a senior performer, she has 
been very busy with community projects.
 At the time Metzger announced her 
impending retirement after the 2007-08 
season as coach of a Lady Warrior program 
she started 13 years before, she had served 
the SITA for 30 years as its President, Vice 
President and Secretary.  She also was 
District Coordinator for the USTA Junior 
Team Tennis program  –  a role she had 
assumed for several years  –  and President 
of the Franklin County Tennis Club.
 Metzger works closely with the Benton 
Community Park in the organization 
and coordination of tennis activities in 
her hometown, including free tennis 
lessons, Adult and Junior USTA-sanctioned 
tournaments and adult leagues.  And she 
has worked with the USA 1-2-3 Program in 
Southern Illinois.
 In addition to the continuing string of 
SITA Senior honors, Metzger was a member 
of a Doubles Team that advanced to national 
competition in 1986.
 And to think she did not pick up a racket 
until she was 30.
 Metzger’s teams inevitably represent a 
good blend of recent high school graduates 
from throughout Southern Illinois and help 
from nontraditional, older students the 
coach has become acquainted with during 
her own playing days in the summer.
 Women’s Tennis claimed the highest 
cumulative grade-point average among 
female athletic teams six of seven years 
through 2007-08.
 “I have always said that something you 
love should be a little part of your job,” said 
the Metropolis native.

 In a feature story in Southern Illinois Sports 
Connection magazine, published by RLC 
graduate Jim Muir, Metzger commented, 
“I love teaching at the community college 
level, and I love tennis.  I feel very lucky.”
 She was hired as a full-time RLC Math 
Instructor in 1984.  She will remain at the 
college in that capacity.

  B  2

Playing tennis has become a tradition for 
Benton’s Diane Metzger and her family.

For their efforts on and off the court, they 
are being honored as the Southern Illinois 
Tennis Association’s Family of the Year.
 Metzger and her family have been very 
active in Southern Illinois tennis  –  one of 
the main reasons SITA President Bernie 
Bryant nominated them for the award.
 Diane Metzger has been involved in 
the SITA for 30 years. She has served as 
Secretary, President and Vice President. 
For the past several years, she has been the 
district coordinator for USTA Junior Team 
Tennis, a program in which more than 700 
juniors participate each year.
 “One of the big contributing factors is the 
fact that she is always there,” Bryant said. 
“She is very steady, year in and year out, and 
she has done that in both regards  –  with 
the positions she has held for SITA, as well 
as with running our Junior Team Tennis.
 “Our junior program has been the envy 
of all the other districts, and she has been 
the main reason for that. It’s a very time-
consuming job, one that can have you 
pulling out your hair at times, and she 
manages to get everything coordinated. It’s 
a real credit to her.
 “She and her family are very deserving 
of the award,” Bryant added.
 Karl and Sherry Metzger, Diane’s son and 
daughter-in-law, play in USTA-sanctioned 
tournaments in Southern Illinois. They also 
participate in USTA adult leagues and have 
served as captains of league teams.
 Bryant said Karl Metzger was especially 
helpful to him when he served as Adult 
League Coordinator.
 “When I was doing the adult leagues, 
it really hadn’t been going for quite some 
time,” Bryant said. “Karl got a lot of players 
from the surrounding areas; without him, 
we probably wouldn’t have been able to 
have teams.
 “Sherry Metzger, too, has served as 
captain for a couple of years. That’s a pretty 
involved role, and she has really helped 
out,” Bryant added.
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Tornado threat, slow start
. . . no denying netters title 
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 Their children, Kameron, 4, and Kendra, 
2, have a tennis net in their basement and 
are carrying on the family tradition.
 Diane’s son, Kurt Metzger, played in 
tournaments when he was younger. His 
children, Samantha, 14; Shane, 13; Shannon,
10, and Shelby, 8, participate in Junior Team 
Tennis programs.
 For 12 consecutive years, Diane Metzger 
won the SITA Outstanding Senior Female 
Player of the Year award. One of her most 
memorable years was when Karl won the 
Outstanding Junior Boy Award and she won 
the Outstanding Senior Award.
 Diane’s mother, Margaret Corse, also 
won a tennis trophy and played tennis with 
Karl and Kurt when they were younger.
 Diane plays in Southern Ill inois 
tournaments and leagues. She was captain 
of the 3.5 women’s team that advanced to 
Nationals in 1986. This year, the 6.5 combo 
doubles team she plays on  –  for which 
Sherry Metzger serves as captain  –  won 
district honors and advanced to state 
competition.
 Also, Diane Metzger is the President of 
the Franklin County Tennis Club.
 “When I moved to Franklin County in 
1979, there were only a handful of people 
playing tennis. I had to travel to Carbondale 
and Mt. Vernon to find opponents,” she said.
 “Now there are several men and women 
playing here, and many kids playing. A lot 
of credit for getting the kids out goes to 
Anita Diefenbach.”
 Diane is a Mathematics Professor at Rend 
Lake College, and she has been the women’s 
tennis coach there for 13 years. “It’s nice to 
be paid for doing things you love,” she said.
 Another honor that Diane is proud of is 
the USTA Collegiate Community Service 
Award, which she won twice.              

ATHLETIC FACILITIES Â
Nine-lane 400M Track, Sports Center
give RLC athletic programs an edge

Every college team has a gymnasium it 
can call home.  Almost all have their own 
baseball field, and softball field.  They may 
have a golf course or tennis courts off-
campus where they practice on a regular 
basis and conduct home meets.
 But two relatively new facilities on the 
Ina campus help separate the Warriors and 
Lady Warriors from the rest of the Juco 
crowd.  Two other conditioning and training 
options add to the championship edge not 
available to many other programs.

 • A championship-caliber Track and 
Field complex, among the finest in the 
Midwest and much larger colleges and 
universities.
 • The Sports Center, which in combina-
tion with The Hitting Zone doubled the 
size of a training facility that first opened 
in 2003.  The all-purpose training facility 
serves as the indoor practice home for 
Warrior baseball, Lady Warrior softball, 
tennis, volleyball, wrestling, dance and 
cheerleading programs.
 The Hitting Zone was originally financed 
by the RLC Foundation and was intended to 
provide baseball/softball training for area 
youth 9 years of age and older, as well as the 
members of its college teams.
 Teams from Illinois, Indiana and Ohio 
were in Ina Saturday, April 26, 2008 when 
Rend Lake College unveiled its new track 
at the Region IV / Super-Region Meet.
 The Warrior Qualifier May 12 gave 
athletes and track and field fans alike a 
second opportunity to appreciate what the 
two-year college has.
  A 3/4-inch rubberized polyurethane 
surface covers the 400-meter, nine-lane, 
Olympic-configuration track.
 According to Assistant to the President 
for Athletics / Athletic Director  Brent 
McLain, who just happens to coach the RLC 
Track and Field Team in his spare time, very 
few four-year programs boast a nine-lane 
track.  As far as nine-lane tracks at the two-
year level, “This is it,” McLain stated.  “This 
is by far the nicest community college track  
in the United States.  And it is only going to 
get better.”
 Included in the fence-enclosed area are 
long jump and triple jump runways and 
pits, high jump and pole vault areas, javelin 
runway, hammer throw and discus cage, 
shot put circle and a steeplechase pit.  The 
track and field facilities are fully stocked 
with Gill Track and Field Equipment, the 
premier Champaign-based supplier.  A 
state-of-the-art timing system likewise is 
featured.
 New bleachers expected to be installed 
by Year Two will seat approximately 1,000 
spectators and provide unobstructed  views 
of all events.
 McLain noted, “We have been to all the 
meets and we have studied different tracks.  
I think we have incorporated the best of 
everything into our track.”
 A plush, Bermuda grass-filled infield 
will serve as a regulation-size home to the 
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Warrior Soccer Team, which made its debut 
in Fall 2008.

McLain commended the RLC Board of 
Trustees and President Mark S. Kern for 
their support of athletics.  
 According to McLain, Kern told him, 
“‘One day, you will have a track.  Then the 
funding came through, things started falling 
into place and here we are.  It is all about 
Mr. Kern being dedicated to his word.”
 College officials are hoping to share their 
outstanding track and field complex by 
hosting major Southern Illinois high school 
meets in the near future.
 The track at Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville was used as a model, along 
with many others.   
 The Sports Center, in combination with 
The Hitting Zone, opened in January 2007 
and is available to the public  –  in particular, 
high school tennis programs during winter 
months.  Approximately 25 one-hour 
time slots are available weekly, including 
evenings and weekends.
 “Before The Sports Center became 
an option, tennis teams in our area were 
unable  to train outside during the winter 
months,” commented McLain.  “Now they 
can get inside and do any kind of practice 
they want, including competition training, 
honing skills, getting in better shape and 
increasing their fitness level for when the 
season does start.  Because of The Sports 
Center at RLC, area prep teams have an 
indoor facility in which they can train.”
 The RLC Sports Center provides a 
regulation volleyball and tennis court, three 
new locker rooms and offices, a new training 
room, softball batting cage and additional 
storage.  The open floor is a multi-purpose 
court with multi-colored lines to represent 
the varying boundaries in tennis and 
volleyball.
 The Hitting Zone is a training facility 
dedicated to the enhancement of baseball / 
softball skills and the physical well-being of 
Southern Illinois athletes.  The educational 
center operates under the auspices of 
Rend Lake College and offers professional 
instruction from members of the Warrior 
baseball staff.
 It includes three batting cages, two 
pitching mounds, an observation deck for 
parents and coaches and a videotaping and 
viewing room.   
 • The $2.6 million Aquatics Center and 
its six-lane, 75-foot pool with access for the 

physically challenged, therapy pool and 
whirlpool.
 • The Wayne Arnold Aerobics Super-
Circuit Fitness Center.
 Some athletic programs utilize the on-
campus swimming pool as part of its off-
season conditioning workouts.  Individual 
student-athletes also may utilize the facility 
for leisure activities, workouts or physical 
therapy conditioning.
 The Aquatics Center, which adjoins 
James “Hummer” Waugh Gymnasium and 
houses the RLC Sports Hall of Fame in the 
lobby area which connects the two buildings,
opened in February 1998.  

A variety of water-related classes and 
exercise programs are offered each semester.  
The center also is available to the public on 
a membership basis, as well as hourly at 
various times seven days a week.
 It is well-equipped to fill rehabilitative 
needs of student-athletes and other area 
residents.
 The 75-foot by 45-foot pool offers a ramp 
for the physically challenged and ranges 
from 3 feet 6 inches in depth to 7-6.  A 10-
foot by 20-foot therapy pool and a whirlpool 
10 feet in diameter add alternatives to the 
usefulness of the facility for all ages. 
 Rend Lake College has been in the fitness 
business  –  the Aerobic Super-Circuit Fitness 
Center business, that is, since Summer 1986.
 As of the 20th anniversary of the 
opening, in August 2006, a total of 10,400 
Fitness Center enthusiasts (unduplicated 
headcount) had generated reimbursable 
credit hours totaling 32,241 at a rate of one 
credit hour per student per semester since 
1987, according to Student Services.
 The numbers represented many student-
athletes working out in the on-campus 
facility named for longtime advocate Wayne 
Arnold and even more senior citizens taking 
advantage of an even larger version in 
Mt. Vernon located in the St. Mary’s Good 
Samaritan Sister Joanne Building since 1994.
 Mt. Vernon Township High School 
students joined the workout crowd starting 
in 2004 when an on-side facility was placed 
on the MVTHS campus.
 The average enrollment from 1987-94 
was 1,235 per year;  with the advent of the 
SMGS facility, that average jumped twofold 
to 2,467 between 1995 and 1998.
 The centers attract all types of participants, 
from the student-athletes of a dozen or so 
RLC sports teams to high school Physical 
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RLC Catcher McMahan
Summer Collegiate star
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Education classes, middle-age zealots 
attempting to ward off temptations of too 
many sweets and poor eating habits over the 
years and senior citizens who find workouts 
an ideal way to maintain a healthy lifestyle 
and improve their level of energy.
 Also served are the physically challenged  
and others who must rehabilitate sports or 
work-related injuries.
 “There are two kinds of life,” says the 
namesake of the on-campus center, Wayne 
Arnold.  “There is quantity of life and there 
is quality of life.
 “Some people just think they feel good, 
but if they would get in better shape and 
in good health, they would discover how 
much better they could feel.  Cardiovascular 
activity actually gives you energy.  You feel 
tired when you finish a workout, but it is a 
good tired.  You feel better in the long run.”
 Circuits intersperse 12 Universal 
weight machines with 11 stationary bikes.  
Individual workouts are determined by a 
percentage of pre-enrollment maximum test 
results (40 per cent).
 Extra equipment at each site includes 
computerized bikes and rowing machines, 
treadmills and step machines.  The public 
facility in Mt. Vernon also includes an 
Equalizer machine used by the physically 
challenged.
 Arnold became a fitness center believer as 
early as 1981, after attending a conference in 
Joliet.  But he still had to convince higher-ups 
at the college “people would come out here 
in the middle of a cornfield to work out.”
 Arnold and then-Dean of Instruction 
Mark S. Kern could chuckle 20 years later at 
the thought of the college borrowing $45,000-
$50,000 to start the on-campus fitness center, 
which needed about 250 students per 
students to meet their expectations.
 When asked how long they were going 
to give it to succeed, Kern replied, “Three 
years.”  Three years? “I knew that would 
give Wayne and I long enough to find other 
jobs if it didn’t succeed,” Kern replied.             

COACHING MILESTONES Â
Ellingsworth’s 600 wins mean teams
have been blessed with great players
 The 1966 Mt. Vernon Community College 
Pyramid Yearbook, because of publication 
deadlines, includes pictures of the Queen 
and her court from the 1965 Spring Formal.
 Among those depicted:  Miss Vicki 
Chase, Queen candidate, and her escort, 
David Ellingsworth.

 Let’s just say, certain members of the 
China Women’s Gymnastics Team have 
nothing on the young Mr. Ellingsworth.  
They did not appear to be old enough to be 
eligible to compete in the Beijing Olympics;  
and even dressed in a white tuxedo, the 
dapper escort does not look like he is old 
enough to be a college student.
 Update:  Happy to report, David and 
Vicki (Chase) Ellingsworth remain a happy 
couple to this very day.
 But while we have to admit the Mrs. has 
changed very little, Mr. Ellingsworth has 
done some aging.
 After all, nobody wins over 600 games
without showing the wear and tear (terror?) 
of coaching.  And Ellingsworth was a 17-
year teaching veteran before he became a 
head coach at age 49 beginning with the 
1993-93 softball campaign.
 (In between his days as a student-athlete 
at MVCC  –  hey, he was the ninth-leading 
scorer for the Warrior cagers in 1963-64 
when he scored one point on 1-of-2 shooting 
from the line  – and his return as a full-time 
instructor in RLC’s Mining Technology 
program, Ellingsworth spent four years 
flying helicopters as an Army pilot in Viet 
Nam and teaching Aviation Technology 
at his other alma mater, Southern Illinois 
University from 1971-77.)
 But more to the point and what it takes 
to win 600 games coaching, which Ellings-
worth accomplished during the 2007-08 
season, regardless of how young or old you 
may appear.  (And coaches with 600 wins 
look a whole lot younger than those with 
600 losses.)
 Victory No. 500 came during Spring 
Break 2005 in  –  believe it or not  –  Niceville, 
FL.  How nice!
 Ellingsworth said he was not trying 
to reach a coaching milestone in his 11th 
season as Head Coach.  He just wanted to 
win another game.  He got his wish AND 
left his mark after his Lady Warriors edged 
Jefferson Davis C.C. in the third annual 
Jimmie Stewart Memorial Tournament at 
Okaloosa-Walton College.
 “In my mind, I guess I was just down-
playing it,” said the always-humble Ellings-
worth.  His players apparently saw it 
differently.  “They wanted it really bad.   The 
fact that it meant that much to the players 
says a lot about them,” he added.
 Ahead 3-0 after one inning.  Tied by the 
top of the third.  Lady Warriors back up, 
5-3.  Tied again by the fifth.  RLC run to go 
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High-jumper Riley saves
best for last ... clears 7-5
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ahead in the bottom half of the fifth;  solo 
home run by JDCC to knot it at 6-all.  Final 
7-6 Lady Warriors following an RBI from 
Natalie Barnard in the top of the eighth, but 
not before a bang-bang play at the plate.
 “It was one of those games that is just 
back-and-forth.  We never relinquished the 
lead, but they kept tying it up.
 “I didn’t think winning my 500th was 
that big of a deal at the time, but now it is 
really neat,” admitted Ellingsworth. 
 The coach attributed much of his success 
to the talent of his players.  “We have had 
several All-Americans and a lot of good 
people,” he said.
 Win No. 600 was a hard-fought, 6-5  
triumph over visiting Robert Morris College 
on April 9, 2007.  It went unnoticed initially.
 “Do you know what 600 means?” asked 
the coach who had his team on a three-
game winning streak at the time and was 
603-413 in his 14th season.  “It means Rend 
Lake College has had a lot of great players.  
You can be a great coach and have average 
players and you get beat.  Or, you can be an 
OK coach and have great players and win.  
We have been blessed with a lot of great 
players  –  academically and athletically.”
 Following six seasons as an Assistant 
under Jim Waugh, Ellingsworth took over as 
Head Coach in 1993-94 and produced a Great 
Rivers Athletic Conference championship, 
as well as “Coach of the Year” distinction.
 In his second season, the Lady Warriors 
produced the most wins in the 17-year 
history of the program with a 37-21 fall/
spring composite.
 All his third team did was go 31-13 
in the spring and 46-21 overall, earning 
Ellingsworth Region IV “Coach of 
the Year” laurels and the team’s first 
Region IV title.  That was followed by 
an appearance at the NJCAA Women’s 
National Fast-Pitch Softball Tournament 
in Hutchinson, KS in May 1996.  They 
finished ninth with a 1-2 record, including 
a 3-2 opening-game verdict against South 
Suburban and a 6-5 elimination loss to 
Indian Hills (IA), when RLC left the 
potential tying run stranded at third in the 
bottom of the ninth.  Lakeland (OH) eked 
out a 4-2 decision in between.
 Many of those same players returned to 
win 29 of 34 contests in Fall 1996  –  the only 
setbacks were to four-year opponents  –  and 
go 32-16 that spring for a record composite 
61-21, 15 more wins than any other team in 
Lady Warrior history.
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Other team highlights under Ellingsworth
include GRAC championships in ’94 (14-1) 
and 2000 (12-2 co-champs);  Region IV 
runner-up showings in ’02, ’03 and ’07, and 
five third-place finishes in the Final Four 
between 1998 and 2008.
 Six of the program’s seven All-America 
picks have played during his tenure as Head 
Coach and the team has produced even 
more Academic All-America performers.
 Following Win No. 500, Ellingsworth  
knew what he hoped to do in the way of a 
celebration.  “Now all I want to do is go out 
and win some more games,” he confessed.              

WOMEN’S GOLF Â
Class of ’05 does it all over again:
4th, 5th in nation; All-America trio
 Just five years into the program, and 
already reruns were proving to be every bit 
as popular as the original series.  Call ’em 
the D j  vu Lady Warriors, Class of 2005.
 Four charter members of the Women’s 
Golf Team stuck with the program while 
establishing deep roots in 1999-2000 and 
2000-01 that included back-to-back Region 

IV Championships in the fall, regular-
season first- or second-place team showings 
and individual medalist honors, as well as 
expectations of upper-echelon status in the 
NJCAA Championships each spring.
 Then reality sets in.  Two years without 
a region title.  Tenth at nationals, instead 
of sixth that first year, seventh the next;  
followed by a season in which only three 
individuals qualify for NJCAA berths, not 
the entire team.
 Fall 2003 arrived and with it Danielle 
Kaufman (Nashville), Ashley Hemann 
(Highland), Casey Biddinger (McCutcheon, 
IN) and Nicole Adams (O’Fallon).  [Flash-
back, Bivens-Kasey-Vogt-Mosel, Fall 1999.]
 Two years later, three would even leave 
together in a recruiting coup by Southern Il-
linois University-Edwardsville  –  Kaufman, 
Hemann and Biddinger [  la Bivens-Kasey-
Mosel, Arkansas Tech, Spring 2001].
 And what a two-year legacy they would 
leave behind!  To be honest, with plenty of 
help, Coach Cindy Corn’s D j  vu crew was 
a smidgen better than the originals.
 Fifth in the nation in Spring 2004.
 Fourth in the nation in Spring 2005, 
which still stands as the program high-water 
mark after its first 16 seasons.
 Thanks to two different contributors 
from South Africa, the Lady Warriors pro-
duced two Third-Team All-Americans in 
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Dramatic difference when
X-Country Finals returned
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’04, a Second-Team All-American in ’05 [in 
contrast to Second-Team honoree Elizabeth 
Kasey the inaugural season, none the next.]
 Two Region IV crowns, the first by 36
strokes over two-time defending champ and 
arch-rival John A. Logan, the second thanks 
to a two-day, four-player record-low of 645, 
17 strokes below the previous mark.

How good were they?
 Freshman “Goose” Kaufman was good
enough to record a hole-in-one at the NJ-
CAA Finals, only the second player in his-
tory to do so in a championship round.  She 
accomplished the feat at the lucky, 131-yard 
13th hole at Halifax Plantation Golf Club in 
Daytona Beach.  The ace helped her team 
to the second-best round of Day Two and 
moved it into Top Five contention.
 Kaufman needed the ace just to keep up 
with Biddinger, who may have been part of 
golfing history unequaled at any level.
 The Lady Warriors were spending their 
Spring Break in St. Croix of the Virgin Is-
lands, playing in the Collegiate Classic at 
Carambola Golf Course.  To have one person 
in a tournament card a hole-in-one is rare 
enough, but what are the odds of three . . . 
all in the same group?
 Second Round, also, if there is any need 
for coincidences.  Biddinger and the other 
two members of her threesome had a day 
none will ever forget, and they did it from 
the men’s Gold tees.
 Longwood University’s Tucker McCarthy
went first.  She aced the 129-yard No. 14 
using an 8-iron.  On the same par-3 hole, 
Chelsea Bach of Illinois State University took 
note, pulled out her 8-iron and amazingly 
produced the same results.
 Poor Casey.  She must have felt left out.  
“I actually felt bad for the other two girls, 
because they had to wait for me to putt on 
the 14th hole,” she admitted.
 Any feelings of inadequacy she may have 
experienced at that moment did not last 
long.  Three holes later, it was Biddinger’s 
turn.  She approached the 165-yard 17th hole 
and pulled out her driver.  The ball flew over 
the water and rolled in after landing just in 
front of the pin.
 A driver?  She was faced with a trouble-
some water hazard.  If the ball falls short, it 
can go down a bank and end up in the water.  
This had happened to her when she played 
the hole previously.  “I had been using my 
5-wood for this hole and was landing in the 
water.  I decided to use my driver to get over 
it,” she explained.
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 “When I first hit it, I thought my ball was 
going over the pin.  I picked up my tee and 
heard people cheering.  All of a sudden I 
looked up as the ball went in.”
 The hole-in-one was a first for Biddinger.  
Ditto for McCarthy and Bach.
 “It really hasn’t sunk in that this is hap-
pening to me.  I’ve been getting phone calls 
telling me I am a part of history,” Biddinger 
said a few days later.
 The St. Croix Collegiate Classic was 
hosted by avier University.  Their feat at-
tracted national attention, including ESPN 
Sports Center and the Golf Channel.
 But back to the more mundane achieve-
ments of this Foursome-Plus.  
 The cast in 2003-04 also included sopho-
more Carrie Paul, who was NJCAA All-
Tournament and just missed All-America 
rank the spring before when she finished 
17th in the nation, and newcomer Mia van 
Rooyen of South Africa.
 The team set 18-hole (316) and 36-hole 
(636) records that fall in the Illinois Wesleyan 
Fall Classic and ran away with Region IV 
laurels behind the 1-2-3 punch of medalist 
Kaufman at 163, runner-up van  Rooyen at 
168 and Paul at 171.  Fourth-player contri-
butions came from Hemann on the opening 
round and Biddinger in Round Two.
 Corn’s Lady Warriors and Kaufman 
claimed team and medalist honors that 
spring at the McKendree Invitational, not 
far from Kaufman’s hometown, then put all 
five competitors in the Top 25 of the NJCAA 
Championship.
 Kaufman and van Rooyen earned Third-
Team All-America recognition by shooting 
328 (12th) and 329 (14th), respectively.  
I.e., Kaufman’s ace was more than just an 
attention-getter.  Hemann was 19th at 333, 
Paul 21st at 335 and Biddinger 24th at 336.
 As a team, the Illinois contingent was 
never more than 10 strokes behind front-
running host Daytona Beach in any round  
–  a 327 on the second 18 was just one off 
the pace set that day by both the leaders 
and second-place Tyler (T )  –  and posted 
a very respectable composite of 1,317.  The 
previous low by RLC came in 2001 at 1,425.
 Paul graduated and Surita Risseeuw of 
Pretoria, South Africa, replaced van Rooyen 
for Season Two of the D j  vu Lady Warriors.  
But the beat continued.
 The 2004-05 squad prepped for the 
Region IV tourney by winning the Uni-
versity of Southern Indiana Fall Invitational 
against typical four-year competition.  Ris-
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Coach Hatch returns after
leaving her mark as player
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seeuw set a 36-hole team record with her 
74-71–145, which also was good enough to 
claim the medalist award. [The 1999-2000 
squad opened by finishing second at ISU in 
Evansville.]
 Medalist Risseeuw and runner-up 
Kaufman, who battled severe leg problems 
most of her sophomore campaign, paced a 
record-setting romp to another Region IV 
crown at 324-321–645.  Biddinger and fresh-
man Meredith Mosel [the sister of 1999-2001 
mainstay Megan] of DeSoto and Carbondale 
H.S. likewise earned All-Region honors.
 With Hemann showing the way in first 
and Kaufman and Risseeuw tying for sec-
ond, the Rend Lakers successfully defended 
their McKendree Invite title that spring.  In 
the process, the Lady Warriors lowered their 
records for low round (313) and 36-hole 
score (693).
 They also lowered their NJCAA Cham-
pionship standard to 1,310 while placing a
best-ever fourth behind host Daytona Beach, 
FL at 1,249, McLennan (T ) at 1,282 and 
Redlands (OK) at 1,289.
 Risseeuw actually tied for fifth at 312 but 
was denied First-Team All-America status 
on a tie-breaking scorecard playoff.  The 
Second-Team All-American was comple-
mented by Hemann, up one spot from her 
freshman year to 18th with her identical 
333 score;  Kaufman in 20th at 335;  Adams, 
who tied her team-mate in 20th at 335, and 
Biddinger in 30th at 349.
 Hemann recovered from a poor start to 
shoot 81-81-80 the final three rounds and 
merit All-Tournament rank and one of the 
18 course flags.
 “We just had a bad first day, except for 
Surita.  That’s about all you can say about 
Monday.  After that, everybody stepped up 
their game to help out,” commented Corn.
 “It was Casey today (Thursday’s final 
round).  Surita had two good rounds to 
start, Nicole was outstanding for us along 
with Surita in the second round, Danielle 
was pretty consistent all tournament and 
Ashley had the bad first day but then played 
exceptional the last three rounds.”
 Corn had her team’s sights set on the 
third-place trophy, but she was not disheart-
ened with fourth by any means.
 “I definitely didn’t want to be fifth again, 
because this is a much better team.  The 
competition was much greater this year; 
you had to shoot 10-12 strokes lower to be 
an All-American.  This team broke school 
records and deserved everything it got.

 “There were no holes-in-one this year,” 
she said, “but there was a lot of excitement.”
 [Editor’s Note  –  Risseeuw transferred to 
Daytona Beach for her sophomore season 
and led the host institution to its fourth NJ-
CAA Championship in a row by finishing 
runner-up in the individual medalist race.

END OF PRO CAREER Â
Former Yankee farmhand Strickland
hangs up spikes, wants regular life

 -   , 199
B   , -   

It didn’t take long for Rick Strickland to 
see the writing on the dugout wall.
 It was obvious that the organization he
had played baseball for  –  the New York 
Yankees  –  for the last four years didn’t want 
his services anymore.
 “One of the biggest things that caught my 
attention was the first day of spring train-
ing I walked in and things had changed so 
much since I was drafted,” Strickland said.  
“When I got drafted, the Yankees’ emphasis 
was on athletic-type outfielders, guys who 
could run.  Now, in ’93, I looked around and 
everybody was 6-3, 6-4, slow, big, strong 
power hitters.  I thought, ‘Man, I don’t fit 
in this picture.’ ”
 Strickland was released two days before 
spring training ended.
 “They were phasing out the guys they 
had brought up in ’89, going with the old-
time sluggers,” he said.  “And, that’s their 
business.  I wasn’t bitter or upset at that . . . 
I just didn’t fit in with the Yankees.”
 Strickland, a 1985 graduate of Mt. Vernon 
Township High School and 1987 graduate of 
Rend Lake College, didn’t stay in one place 
very long during his pro baseball career.
 After being drafted in the 34th Round 
(of the free-agent draft) out of Austin Peay 
State University in 1989, Strickland changed 
addresses throughout the Yankees’ farm 
system eight times.
 “For all those people who think baseball 
players have it easy, they don’t.  Nobody, I 
don’t think, can relate to playing baseball 
200 days out of the year, every day, some-
times nine, 10 hours a day, traveling on the 
bus for five or six of those hours,” he said.  
“It’s a very tough life . . . You are in an occu-
pation where you have to be very dedicated 
to be a success.”
 But there were some good times in the 
minors.
 “I made a lot of life-long friends,” he 
said.  “You spend day and night with some 
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Coach hired one month
before team hosts Finals
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Coach hired (cont.)
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of these people and you become very good 
friends.”

Strickland went to Sarasota, FL, of the 
Rookie Gulf Coast League after being draft-
ed and finished the year in Class A Oneonta, 
NY.  He started the 1990 season with three 
months of extended spring training in 
Tampa, FL, before going back to Oneonta 
for the rest of that campaign.
 In 1991, Strickland started in Class A 
Fort Lauderdale, FL, before going to Class 
A Prince William in the Washington, D.C. 
suburb of Woodbridge, VA.  He began last 
season in Class AA Albany, NY, but ended 
in Prince William.
 After his release, Strickland said he con-
templated returning to the game.
 “Once I got released, I pretty much made 
it up in my mind that I wasn’t going to play 
anymore,” Strickland said.  “But I got to sit-
ting around, turned on the TV and started 
seeing some players that I’d played with and 
against that are in the big leagues right now;  
I thought, ‘Wow, I’m not that far away.’ ”
 Strickland tried to make contact 
with other pro and semi-pro teams, 
but recently decided it would not be 
in his best interest to pursue things. 
 “I just figured I am too out of baseball 
shape and that by the time I got into shape 
there wouldn’t be that much time in the 
season left,” he said.  “Besides, I kind of like 
doing what I’m doing now, which is nothing.
 “I’m interested in getting on with a regu-
lar life,” he said.  “If I did get to go back and 
play baseball  –  even if I did make it to the 
major leagues  –  I would play five, 10 years 
and I would be 35 years old.  What next?”
 Strickland said he has about a year of 
school left to obtain a (four-year) degree.
 “I think the best thing for me to do now is 
to go back and finish school,” he said.  “I’ve 
got some ideas of things I want to do.”
 One thing Strickland said he wanted to 
do was to help kids.
 “I’d like to help some kids out, show 
them, try to teach them what it takes to 
make it,” he said.  “Now, I didn’t make it, so 
I can’t really say I know what it takes.  But 
as a failure, if that’s what you want to call 
it, I can show them what to do and how to 
work to obtain it.”                   

OUTSTANDING FROSH Â
Efforts of Watson, Tomas, Denbo
short-lived, but certainly noteworthy

The most outstanding athletic performers 
to represent Rend Lake College who more 

likely than not will never be members of 
the Sports Hall of Fame? (Candidates must 
complete Juco eligibility as a member of a 
Warrior / Lady Warrior team, under current 
requirements.)  Our nominations  . . .
  Shaun Watson came to RLC as a her-
alded two-sport All-Stater from Brighton 
(Piasa Southwestern High School).  He set 
an Illinois High School Association record 
by striking out 16 foes in the state tourney 
quarterfinals as a senior, when he went 13-0 
and hit .460.  A career record-setter in points, 
rebounds and steals, he led his last three cage 
squads to 21-4, 26-1 and 25-3 seasons. 
 Watson never played basketball for the 
Warriors, as anticipated, but he was 5-0 in 
the Fall as a freshman, with 34 strikeouts 
in 41 innings and a 1.97 ERA, and shared 
GRAC “Freshman of the Year” distinction.  
Spring was just as good.  The 6-foot-6, 
205-pound righthander was 8-1 with 74 Ks 
in 56 1/3 innings.  Season totals:  13-1, 2.40 
ERA, seven complete games in 15 starts, .309 
batting average in limited appearances.  
 Alas, the New York Mets liked him a lot, 
too, selected him out of high school in the 
41st Round in the MLB June Amateur Draft 
and signed Watson following his freshman 
campaign.  He pitched for the Kingsport 
Mets in the Rookie League in 1991 (3-2, 3.88 
ERA in 46.1 IP) and the Pittsfield Mets in A-
Ball the following summer (3-3, 3.83 ERA in 
47 IP, with 42 Ks).    
 He never made it to the majors, but 
remains best friends with another hurler 
from his neck of the woods, former St. Louis
Cardinal, New York Met and Los Angeles 
Angels reliever and Juco product Jason 
Isringhausen.

 Warrior freshman sensation Francisco 
Tomas finished second in the nation and led 
the first-year Rend Lake College program 
to a seventh-place showing in the Fall 2000 
NJCAA Division II Men’s Cross-Country 
Championships in Levelland, T .  Tomas, 
from Alto Pass by way of Cobden High 
School, missed by three seconds becoming 
the first Juco champion ever from Southern 
Illinois, individual or team, in any sport.  
Soph Pat Keller of Paradise Valley (AZ) 
covered the five-mile layout under less-
than-ideal conditions in 26:17.5, just ahead 
of Region IV champion Tomas in 26:20.7.  
The frontrunners were nearly :15 ahead of 
the next two.  It had been snowing since 
midnight, with a wind chill in single-digits. 
 The son of migrant workers, 24-year-old 
Tomas never competed at the prep level.  

 -  - 

Jim Waugh-Don Johnson
ties more than good looks 
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‘Real Life Warrior’ Coach
an award-winner all his life
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Getting used to the shorter distances was 
the biggest obstacle he had to overcome, 
considering he was already training 70-72 
miles per week on his own.  Prior to signing 
a collegiate letter-of-intent, Tomas finished 
a remarkable 36th in the Boston Marathon.
 “This is like a dream,” Tomas said at the 
signing.  
 Replied Coach Brent McLain, “He’s 
living the American dream.  Francisco is a 
phenomenal young man.”  
 But Tomas never felt comfortable in the 
classroom and did not return after the first 
semester.  His loss.  Our loss.
  Gary Denbo (Princeton, IN) was an All-
SICC player alongside local honorees Doug 
Creel and Scott Wagner as a freshman on the 
1979-80 RLC baseball squad.  Coach  Mike 
McClure’s Warriors struggled early  –  four 
league setbacks by a total of six runs in 
their first six games  –  before closing with 
a 10-game winning streak and a share of the 
SICC crown.  Denbo’s contribution:  a .394 
batting average (26-66), 22 stolen bases in 24 
attempts, 17 runs scored and solid defense 
at third base.  
 The Warriors went 25-13 that spring – 41-
19 overall – and Denbo posted a team-high 
67 hits in 211 at-bats (.317), a team-best 41 
stolen bases, 49 runs and 27 RBIs.  

More recently, Denbo was a coach in 
the New York Yankees organization for 14 
years, six as the Hitting Coordinator and one 
season (2001) as the Major League Batting 
Coach.  Denbo was the Hitting Coach for 
the American League All-Stars that summer 
in Seattle, also.  One of his biggest support-
ers:  Yankee superstar Derek Jeter.  Others 
he tutored include Alfonso Soriano, Mike 
Lowell, Jorge Posada, Bernie Williams and 
Tino Martinez.  
 He also spent three seasons as Hitting 
Coach for the Hokkaido Nippon-Ham Fight-
ers of the Japan Pacific League (2003-05).  

Denbo, 46, was brought in by new To-
ronto Manager John Gibbons as Blue Jays 
Hitting Coach prior to the 2008 season.
His second stay at the top was all too brief, 
however;  Gibbons and staff were fired June 
20 with a 35-39 record.  

His stay on the Ina campus likewise was 
too brief.  A solid citizen and student-athlete, 
Denbo struggled with homesickness as a 
freshman and played his sophomore year 
at Wabash Valley College, less than an hour 
from his Hoosier home, after receiving Mc-
Clure’s approval.
 Denbo was drafted as an infielder by 

the Cincinnati Reds in the 17th Round of
the 1983 amateur draft.  According to Wiki-
pedia, he played four years in the minors, 
reaching Double-A in 1986.
 He served as a Player-Coach for the 
Reds Double-A club in Vermont in ’86 and 
remained with that organization through 
1989 before joining the Yankees.
 After Gibbons & Friends were abruptly 
let go, Denbo returned to the Yankees in 2009 
as a Player Development Consultant and 
continues in his current position in scouting 
and player development.
 In June 2014, Denbo was named Hitting 
Consultant for the USA Baseball Collegiate 
National Team, Wikipedia reported              

RECORD-SETTER LARRY TUTT Â
Kentucky cites former cage standout
with Education Hall of Fame induction 

Johnston City product Larry Tutt starred 
for the Rend Lake College Warrior basket-
ball team during the 1968-69 season but did 
not return for his sophomore campaign.
 A 6-foot-4, 185-pound forward, Tutt aver-
aged 21.5 points (452 total points on 49.1  
FG) and 12.0 rebounds per game  –  both 
double that of any of his teammates  –  as 
well as 1.7 assists for the 7-14 team.
 Included was a record-setting 54-point 
effort against Danville, which has withstood 
the test of time for 48 seasons and remains 
No. 1 on the all-time scoring charts, 11 more 
than three others with 43 (Lee Yearwood, 
Bryant Lowe and David Kirk).
 He also set longstanding records in that 
game for consecutive free throws made (18), 
most free throws made (20) and attempted 
(21, tied with Larry Burkett).
 He was named First-Team All-Southern  
Illinois College Conference (SICC), and his 
21.5 ppg scoring average still ranked 10th-
best all-time heading into the 21st Century.
 On February 24, 2013, Tutt was named 
to the Super Sunday Hall of Fame, a state-
wide recognition in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky.
 According to a full-page ad in the Lex-
ington (KY) Herald-Leader, “Today all 16 
colleges of the Kentucky Community and 
Technical College System are partnering 
with 37 African-American churches across 
the state to host College Information Fairs.
 “This annual event is designed to help 
students and their parents understand that 
. . . Yes, you can go to college.  Yes, you can 
get a college degree.  Yes, you can have a 
high-paying career!

 -  - 
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Maggie Calcaterra version
of ‘Let’s play two’ unique
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 “A feature of this annual initiative is the 
Super Sunday Hall of Fame, honoring out-
standing alumni from each of the colleges.
 “For more information, visit the Super 
Sunday website at supersunday.kctcs.edu.”
 The former RLC standout, now in his 
60s, was one of 17 honorees pictured and 20 
overall winners.  He represented Henderson 
Community College in Western Kentucky, 
across the Ohio River from Evansville, IN.
 Churches hosting College Information 
Fairs in Tutt’s area were First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Henderson and Mount 
Sterling Cumberland Presbyterian Church 
in Sturgis.
 The website profile for Coach Jim 
Waugh’s former standout . . .   
 “Larry Tutt uses a unique opportunity to 
wear several hats as an educator and a com-
munity mentor.  His actions provide clear 
examples of his commitment in the role of 
Associate Professor at Henderson Commu-
nity College.  He also currently serves as the 
Coordinator of Disability Support Services.
 “Mr. Tutt graduated from Lane College in 
Jackson, TN, and earned a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree.  He later continued his education 
at Murray (KY) State University, where he 
earned a Master’s Degree in Human Services.
 “Mr. Tutt is proud of his 24 years at HCC.  
In addition to the roles mentioned above, 
he has held several other integral roles 
such as Coordinator of the Human Service 
program, Coordinator of Student Activities 
and Off-Campus Coordinator to Part-Time 
Instructors.  His commitment to education 
has brought attention to his qualities for 
teamwork and leadership.
 “Mr. Tutt has been chosen to participate 
on the committee for Braves 2 College  –   a 
scholarship program at Union County High 
School that requires recipients to maintain 
a minimum 2.5 grade-point average during 
their four years of high school.
 “Mr. Tutt is a member of HCC’s Diversity 
Learning Community and enjoys the oppor-
tunity to coordinate the annual Super Sun-
day Initiative in Union County.  He hopes 
to continue inspiring others as an educator, 
coordinator and a committed community 
representative.”             

7-1 YEAR LATER FOR 37-18 TEAM Â
Hurler Bednar impresses following 
health scare, craniotomy comeback

     2 1
B   , 

Jarrett Bednar appeared in three games 
last summer for the Hannibal (MO) Cave-

men in the Prospect League. He threw 10 
total innings and gave up 10 runs on 14 hits 
and six walks.
 For a pitcher that normally pounds the 
strike zone, he had just four strikeouts in 
his limited time with the Cavemen.  And 
an ERA settling at 9.00 was certainly not 
prototypical Bednar.
 But those three games  –  10 innings on the 
mound in late summer  –  are worth noting.
 A few months earlier, baseball  –  a sport 
he has played as long as he could remember  
–  paled in comparison to what the 2011 De-
catur St. Teresa High School grad was going 
through off the diamond.
Health scare
 Bednar was off to a strong start to his col-
lege baseball career at Rend Lake College in 
Ina.  He had a 1-1 record and 0.73 ERA in his 
first 12 1/3 innings for the Warriors, and the 
muscle he packed onto his lanky high school 
frame before the season had his 83-84 mph 
fastball from high school now touching 90.
But as well as he was doing on the mound, 
Bednar was sick. Flu-like symptoms, in-
cluding cold sweats and general lethargy, 
cropped up in March.
 He started feeling sick on a Friday, 
missed a scheduled Saturday start and by 
Sunday Pamela Bednar had heard enough 
on the phone.  She drove to Ina the next day 
and made the decision then to bring her son 
back to Decatur to see a doctor.
 They made it as far as Vandalia  –  just 
more than an hour from Ina and still more 
than an hour from home. It was, at first, a 
routine road trip stop. It turned into more 
with a hospital visit.
 “I had passed out while my mom was 
there,” Bednar said. “She said on the car ride 
home it looked like I was going to again.”
 After also telling doctors in Vandalia he 
had a headache in addition to the flu, Bed-
nar underwent a CAT scan. The news was 
unexpected.
 Doctors found an anomaly on the scan, 
and Bednar was immediately airlifted to 
Saint Louis University Hospital. The flu was 
entirely unrelated, but it turned out to be a 
fortuitous time for Bednar to get sick.
 “After they told me what was happening, 
it was just like a freak thing,” Bednar said. 
“I didn’t know what was going to happen, 
what was going on.
 “Honestly it was mostly a blur. It just 
happened so fast, so unexpected. I didn’t 
know what to expect or what to think.”
 Jeremy Current, who was one of Jarrett’s 
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Three set Outdoor records
in Gatorade Classic victory
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.coaches for the Decatur Commodores and 
a family friend, got a phone call from Jim 
Bednar, Jarrett’s dad, that afternoon. Current 
and Travis Foreman, another family friend, 
drove Jim to St. Louis.
 “It was devastating,” Current said. “You 
want to be optimistic. We just kept praying 
and telling (Jim), ‘Everything is going to 
work out. You’re in the best (hospital).’ ”
 Rend Lake College Coach Tony Etnier, 
an Eisenhower grad who has known the 
Bednar family for several years and whose 
dad, Terry, coached Jarrett in youth baseball, 
said he was shocked by the news of Jarrett’s 
hurried trip to St. Louis.  “We played, and I 
didn’t know anything about it,” Etnier said. 
“I got to my phone and had a couple text 
messages from people back home.”
 Two days after being airlifted to St. Louis, 
Jarrett underwent a right craniotomy, where 
doctors temporarily removed a small part of 
his skull to assess what they saw on the CAT 
scan. That turned out to be what doctors 
could only refer to as a tuft  –  not a tumor 
or vascular tissue  –  and it was removed.
 The doctors didn’t hesitate to perform 
Jarrett’s craniotomy.  Etnier said by the time 
he got to St. Louis, hoping to see Bednar, he 
was already getting the procedure.
 “I tried to catch him that morning,” Et-
nier said. “I drove over to see him, and by 
the time I got there they’d already taken him 
back. I sat with his family during the sur-
gery, trying to keep their minds occupied.”
 The craniotomy was the conclusion to 
that tumultuous three-day stretch for the 
Bednar family. But it was still a week or 
so until they heard from the doctors about 
what was found by the procedure.
 “They needed to do certain tests on it to 
see if it was cancerous or harmful,” Bednar 
said. “It was a long, long week.”
 The news the Bednars got back was good.  
The tuft doctors removed was innocuous.
 “It was awesome,” he said. “I had all the 
support from friends and family, and it was 
just great news.  My parents really helped 
me through it, kept me calm and focused.”
Rehab and recovery
 Bednar was back in Ina and back at 
school the week after his surgery, which 
came during spring break. He traveled with 
the team and kept stats to stay involved.
 But that was all he could do. He had to 
wait three months before he could start do-
ing even light exercises.
 “There was a certain amount of time he 
was not allowed to do anything to raise his 

blood pressure,” Etnier said. “He couldn’t 
jog.  He couldn’t lift or throw.  I’m sure when 
he was cleared he was more than ready.”
 Bednar only started throwing and doing 
heavier lifting when he pitched for the Cave-
men  –  an opportunity lined up by Etnier 
through former RLC player A.J. Martin, who 
was playing in Hannibal and doing a little 
late summer recruiting for more pitching.
 “It was definitely nice,” Bednar said. “All 
together I don’t think I was 100 percent, but 
the experience was still good. I needed it to 
get ready for this season.”
 That doesn’t mean there wasn’t some 
trepidation that first time back on the 
mound.  “Just nervous,” Bednar said about 
pitching the first time for the Cavemen. “I 
didn’t know if something was going to come 
back, if it would be my last time pitching.”
 Bednar wasn’t at 100 percent physically 
last summer, and it showed on his frame and 
in his fastball. The weight he gained before 
his first season at Rend Lake was lost and 
along with it the extra velocity.
 “I actually went to Hannibal and watched 
him throw a game,” Current said. “You 
could obviously tell he was a little bit be-
hind, but he threw well. He was 6-5 and 
165 pounds out of high school. He went to 
college and put on 20-25 pounds of muscle. 
He basically had to regain all of that.”
 “That kind of all got taken from him  –  all 
the hard work and all the time  –  so much 
quicker than it took to make it happen,” 
Etnier added.
 The work to gain back the muscle and 
arm strength took place primarily last 
fall.  Using the workout plan set out by Et-
nier, Bednar got back to his current playing 
weight of 190 pounds.
 “I felt it was a new opportunity,” Bednar 
said about having to regain the muscle he had 
lost post-procedure.  “I could do it again and 
do certain things better than I had before.”
 The end result was Bednar’s emergence 
as one of Rend Lake’s top arms this spring. 
The Warriors finished 37-18.  He proved 
himself as a starter in weekend GRAC 
games. He finished with a 7-1 record and 
2.96 ERA in 11 starts and gave up 57 hits and 
13 walks in 67 innings while striking out 44.
Next step
 Just more than a year after facing the 
notion he might not pitch again, Bednar 
signed with Southern Illinois University-
Edwardsville to continue his baseball career.
His lost season merited a medical redshirt, 
so he’ll head to Edwardsville with three 
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High Jumper Merriweather
qualifies for Olympic Trials
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years of eligibility remaining. That lost sea-
son was also a topic of conversation with 
SIUE coach Tony Stoecklin.

“We certainly discussed it,” Stoecklin 
said. “When a player misses a year, regard-
less of whatever happened, you’re definitely 
going to investigate.
 “The main concern was what would be 
the likelihood of it reoccurring. As far as I’m 
concerned, it’s in the past, and he’s moved 
forward. It’s a great story, and it’s a tribute 
to his toughness and his ability to persevere 
and overcome.”
 Bednar received some recruiting interest 
last fall from smaller schools  –  including 
Delta State, a top Division II program  –  but 
it picked up in the spring. Eastern Illinois 
and Eastern Kentucky were also in the mix.
 The Cougars, Bednar said, were his 
choice because of the campus and baseball 
program (which includes former St. Louis 
Cardinals closer Jason Isringhausen as an 
Assistant Coach).  RLC roommate Brandon 
George, is also headed to SIUE.
 Coming out of a top junior college confer-
ence like the GRAC, Stoecklin said Bednar 
has the skill set to compete at the D-I level. 
He’ll stress consistency more than anything 
once Bednar joins the Cougars.  “His stuff 
right now is good enough to pitch at this 
level and do really well,” Stoecklin said. 
“The quality of hitters he’s going to face 
day in and day out is going to be better.  He 
doesn’t need to have better stuff.  He just has 
to be consistent with what he has now.”
 And his fastball might not have reached 
its peak velocity yet, either.
 “If you didn’t know him before, you’d 
look at him and still say, ‘That’s a really tall, 
skinny guy,’ ” Etnier said. “He still has room 
to put weight on and good weight  –  get 
stronger physically. As he gets bigger and 
stronger, he’ll continue to throw harder.”
Back to baseball
 Bednar had check-ups three, six and nine 
months and a year after his surgery and 
received a clean bill of health each time.
 “I’m doing good, once a year now,” he 
said about future check-ups, which will last 
for at least the next five years.
 Bednar’s renewed health and new op-
portunities baseball-wise at SIUE have re-
turned his focus to baseball. A year ago, he 
was staring down uncertainty.  Now he has 
the chance, and the desire, to take baseball 
as far as possible.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE Â
Student-athlete response amazing
as Big Brother/Big Sister volunteers  

     B  2

Mika Lynch, Prevention Specialist with 
the South Central Illinois chapter of Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, said she was “amazed” 
at the number of student athletes who 
turned out October 20 to sign up to help 
youngsters who need mentors and friends.
 Lynch and fellow Prevention Specialist 
Cindy Worthey began registering volunteers 
at 2 p.m. By 2:20, 21 student-athletes had 
signed up and many more were expected to 
register by the end of the registration and in
the coming days.

By comparison, there are only about 25 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters matches in Jeffer-
son County, which includes Mt. Vernon, the
largest city in the college district.  

Lynch, who handles volunteers in Jef-
ferson and Marion counties, said on average 
she enrolls only about four new volunteers 
per month.  “This could more than double 
our program,” she said.
 Worthey said student-athletes will be 
partnered in one-to-one relationships with 
“littles,” or youngsters between the ages of 
5 and 12.  For at least one hour per week for 
a year, the athletes will visit with the young-
sters. The athletes will serve as positive role 
models and can participate in any number 
of activities with the kids, from visiting a 
library or getting an ice cream cone to wash-
ing a car or going to an athletic event.

“Not only do the volunteers become in-
terested in the lives of the kids, but the kids 
also become interested in the volunteers.   
The fact that these are college athletes makes 
a big difference. The parents of many of the 
children we serve never went to college, so
this can be a great example,” said Worthey.

She said it is a great thing to see so many 
young people getting involved in Big Broth-
ers/Big Sisters.  Worthey did note there is 
a shortage of male volunteers.  However, 
many members of the RLC Baseball Team 
have said they are interested in joining, 
which could help remedy the situation.
 “This is certainly a boost,” said Worthey. 
The student-athletes will be paired up when 
possible with kids from their own home-
towns to avoid hardship to the students.

RLC Women’s Golfer Jessica Smith, 
from Belleville, said she participated in Big 
Brothers /Big Sisters while in high school. 
“I really enjoyed it and I would like to be a 
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Warrior Kibet captures
Border War vs. 315 foes
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teacher,” she said. “It was a lot of fun and it 
was certainly rewarding. I learned a lot.”
 Fellow Golfer Megan Hood (Coulterville)
said this will be her first experience with Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters.  “I really like little kids. 
This wasn’t available at our high school or I 
would have joined up,” Hood said.  She said 
signing up is strictly voluntary. The athletes 
are not receiving college credit for joining.
 Wendi Pyron, a volleyballer from Du 
Quoin, said, “I just want to make a difference 
with a little kid.” She has plans to become 
an Elementary Teacher.  Pyron said she has 
a little brother, so she has plenty of ideas for 
activities.  She said she thinks the youngster 
she is matched with will get to come to a vol-
leyball game.  Coach Rhonda Carlton said 
youngsters who come with their partners 
will get a free T-shirt and other items.
 “It’s an amazing thing for the Athletic 
Department and for the community,” said 
Brent McLain, Assistant to the President for
Athletics.  “In the big picture, it’s not about 
reputation or image, it’s about what you 
are doing to help kids in a world that is not 
perfect.  If it will help our athletes become 
better students and citizens, it’s worth it. It 
speaks volumes about these students.”
 “The number of student-athletes from 
Rend Lake College participating in the Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters program is a testament
to the quality of young men and women 
we have here.  It is wonderful to see young 
people willing to share their talents and 
gifts with a new generation,” said Learning 
Enhancement Specialist Tara Sullivan.
SPRING ’09 REPEAT Â
Warriors Track/Field third Outdoors
behind record-setter Bailey, Sambu  

      27, 2 9

HUTCHINSON, KS  –  Freshman Ryan 
Bailey broke a 17-year 100-Meter record 
and Freshman Stephen Sambu was named 
“Athlete of the Meet”  –  just two of many 
great performances from Rend Lake College 
athletes in their third-place finish at the 2009 
NJCAA Men’s Outdoor Track and Field 
National Championships this weekend.
 The Warriors returned home with 13 
All-Americas and National Champions in 
Bailey, Sambu, Peter Sigilai, Dey Tuach and 
James Grantham.
 Bailey, 20, of Portland, OR, ran 10.05 
seconds in the 100M prelims to surpass the 
junior collegiate record set in a legal wind. 
Bailey ran the 10.05 in a 1.9 mile-per-hour 
headwind for the national record. 

 -  - 
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His coach, Brent McLain, said a legal 
wind is vital in consideration of what times 
go into the record books.  “Being legal is a 
big part of running,” he said.
 The fastest junior college 100M of all 
time under legal conditions was Henry 
Neal of Blinn College in 1992.
 Bailey took second in the 200M Dash 
finals with a time of 20.47. Teammate 
LaShawn Butler took seventh.
 Sambu won the 5,000M in 14 minutes 
22.39 seconds and took first in the 10,000M 
with a time of 30:53.32. RLC’s Matthew Ko-
tut came in seventh.
 The 4x800 Relay Team from Rend Lake 
proved to be the only relay win for the 
Warriors as Sigilai, Tuach, Grantham and 
Sambu finished in 7 minutes 33.69 seconds 
over runner-up Barton County. 
 Tuach took third in the 1500M with a 
time of 3:49.24 and sixth in the 800M.
 The 4x100M Relay Team of Joshua Don-
ald, Bailey, Butler and Darren Patterson 
took second in :39.38 after winning the 
prelim in :39.39 over Hinds C.C. However, 
Hinds took the finale in :39.06.
 RLC’s 4x400M Relay Team of Jarius 
Gibson, Chris Watts, Bailey and Eric Pen-
nie finished fourth behind Central Arizona, 
South Plains and Barton County. The team 
from Hinds did not finish.
 RLC’s Michael Hartfield finished fifth in 
the triple jump and third in the long jump 
with a final entry of 24 feet, 10 inches.
 High-Jumper Gibson tied for seventh.

MISC. Â
Good company for Hall’s Stombaugh;
Reserve player succeeds as Coach  

  RLC Sports Hall of Fame Inductee 
Chad Stombaugh appeared to be on a fast-
track to the majors before an injury side-
lined the catching prospect.  This despite 
the fact he was selected in the 26th Round 
of the 1988 Draft  –  the 673rd player chosen  
–  by the Kansas City Royals organization.
 Longshot? Hardly.
 Not compared to the player picked 
1,390th, in the 62nd Round, by the Los An-
geles Dodgers.  That would be Mike Piaz-
za, who was included only as a favor to his 
father by LAD Manager Tommy Lasorda.
 The Miami-Dade Community College 
first baseman was switched to catcher and 
the rest, as they say, is history.
 Piazza played 15 seasons in the majors 
with five clubs, primarily the Dodgers (six) 
and New York Mets (seven).  He was Na-
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Missing person: Whatever
happened to Coach Dulle? 
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RLC threepeat runners-up
vs. Louisville four-year foes
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tional League Rookie of the Year in ’93;  a 
12-time All-Star, including All-Star Game 
MVP in ’96;  10-time Silver Slugger Award-
winner, and hit .308 with 427 home runs.
 In 2016, Piazza was inducted along with 
Ken Griffey Jr. into the Baseball Hall of 
Fame. 
 The No. 1 draft choice in 1988 by the 
San Diego Padres was Evansville, IN na-
tive and University of Evansville pitching 
product Andy Benes.
 Benes was The Sporting News N.L. Rook-
ie Pitcher of the Year, an All-Star in ’93, N.L. 
Strikeout Leader in ’94, third in Cy Young 
Award voting in ’96, threw the first pitch 
in Arizona Diamondback history and a St. 
Louis Cardinal on two occasions. 
   Kentuckian Chris Langston was a 
Warrior Baseball reserve during 1987-88, 
fresh off a KHSAA State Championship in 
Spring ’88 as a senior standout for Lexing-
ton Lafayette High School.
 Langston would return to his prep alma 
mater as a Head Coach in Girls Volleyball 
(22 seasons as of 2015) and Baseball (18).
 The Generals were State Runner-up in 
2004, losing 3-1 in the baseball finals to 
Christian County.  The following Spring, 
his mound ace, Chaz Roe, was named Ken-
tucky High School Player of the Year.
 [At the time of publication, Roe was a 
relief pitcher with the Baltimore Orioles.]
 Langston’s Generals won No. 400 for 
their coach in 2013, and in 2015 went unde-
feated against District (city) rivals, posting 
a 32-5 mark after claiming the post-season 
District title as well.
 His Volleyball squad was 42-2 before 
losing in the 2006 State Semifinals. 
   Tidbits worthy of mention from the 
17th Annual RLC Sports Hall of Fame In-
duction Ceremony in April 2016 . . . 
   All in the Family, Part I.  Amanda 
Willoughby (1993-95), one of four mem-
bers of the Women’s Basketball 1,000-Point 
Club, is the daughter-in-law of HOF Char-
ter Member Mike McClure, the all-time 
winningest baseball coach (at the time) in 
Warrior history.
 Coach Jim Waugh takes credit for play-
ing matchmaker in the pairing of his star 
player and his coaching buddy’s oldest 
son, Southern Illinois University Golfer 
Quinn McClure.    
   All in the Family, Part II.  Randy 
Lemay, RLC Sports HOF Class of 2006, 
had every right to ask former teammates, 
“What took you so long?”

 Lemay & Friends, aka the 1973-74 Base-
ball Warriors Team that won a Southern Il-
linois College Conference championship, 
ranked No. 2 in the state and No. 20 in the 
nation late in the season and finished with 
a 32-6 slate (record .842 winning percent-
age), was welcomed en masse as well.  Ace 
hurler Lemay, a two-sport standout, and 
mates were coached by Mike McClure.   
   Men’s Golf Coach Dave Smith did 
not get in on the recruitment of Effing-
ham St. Anthony star LeRoy David Griffin 
(2007-09) until relatively late in his senior 
season.  It seemed Griffin was flying under 
the radar until the state tournament.
 The would-be NJCAA Division II Men’s 
Golf 2009 Individual Medalist  –  a first for 
the perennial powerhouse RLC program  –  
and Distinguished Academic All-America 
(3.96 GPA) was not from Illinois originally.
 He was from the New Orleans area 
but was displaced by the disaster known 
as Hurricane Katrina.  The Griffins stayed 
with family members in Effingham while 
Father Lee kept his job in Louisiana and 
wore out roads between the two sites, a 
regular at many of his son’s tournaments.  
Mom Theresa was caddy, rain or shine. 
   Talk about improvement.  
 The first time the 1968-69 Warrior Bas-
ketball Team faced the nationally ranked 
Danville Jaguars, in his fourth game as a 
collegiate player, 6-4 Freshman Larry Tutt 
scored four points, 21 below his average to 
date.  It would be the only time in his All-
SICC season he was held under 13 points.
 In the re-match, Tutt exploded for 54 
points  –  again, keep in mind, against a na-
tionally ranked opponent  –  on 17-24 FG, 
20-21 FT (18 in a row).  The outburst was 
11 more than any other Warrior before or 
after and represents a 50-point personal 
turnaround.  Not bad seven games later, on 
the road at that.  
   Among those in attendance:  Class of 
2007 HOF Inductee Cliff McIntosh and his 
wife.  The visit was twofold;  it also served 
as a recruiting trip for their son, a potential 
baseball recruit in his own right.  The sec-
ond game of a doubleheader was going on 
at the same time as the banquet.  
 The former GRAC “MVP” coaches (and 
named) their traveling summer league team 
. . . the Warriors.



R-E-S-P-E-C-T earned by cagers
for good reason over three eras

 Â  MEN’S BASKETBALL.
The RLC Warriors have earned the respect of Juco rivals 

on the hardwood during four distinct coaching eras.
 That was never more apparent than the 2011-12 and 
’12-13 seasons, when Coach Randy House built a squad 
worthy of a first Division II National Tournament berth 
before claiming GRAC honors (14-2 vs. eight D-I foes) and 
the NJCAA D-II Championship at 30-3.  R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  
And the winning hangover continued through 2013-14.
 For 14 seasons, that respect was well-deserved as 
Coach Jim Waugh assembled scrappy quintets comprised 
primarily of in-district standouts, others from surrounding 
Southern Illinois communities and “outsiders” with 
connections to his Southern Indiana roots.
 That formula produced a winning, 7-1 SICC mark and 
20-6 overall record in ’72-73, one year after the previous 
best of 18-11.  The scenario was similar six years later, 
when 18-11 was followed by 21-12 in ’79-80;  Hall of Fame 
Charter Member Doug Creel was joined for the 21 wins by 
the Benton triumvirate of Ron Brookins, Mark Craddock 
and Doug Dunbar and 6-4 Hoosier newcomer Fred Settle.
 Waugh’s club also shared SICC honors in 1976-77 and 
was 18-15 in 1980-81, for three-year credentials of 57-38.
 Over the next 10 years, RLC teams mentored by 
Mitch Haskins earned the respect that goes along with 
six seasons with between 20 and 29 wins, including an 
all-time best of 29-6 in ’88-89 and 20-12 in ’90-91, both of 
which came with GRAC titles.  The Warriors also finished 
second twice in the league  –  25-7 overall in ’83-84 and 
23-12 in ’87-88  –  and third twice  –  23-13 in ’82-83 and 
18-13 in ’84-85.  His first team finished 21-11 in ’81-82 and 
tied for the final championship in the SICC at 6-2.
 Warrior cagers twice came within a victory of advanc-
ing to the NJCAA D-I Finals in Hutchinson, KS.  They 
won a Region IV title in ’89, only to lose an inter-region 
playoff for one of 16 berths, and were region runner-up 
in ’88, when the winner earned an automatic finals spot.
 Haskins’ talent pool included Michael Ayers (Western 
Illinois), Allen Jackson (Cincinnati), Antwan Stallworth 
(Kentucky Wesleyan/SIUE), Abdul Muhammad 
(Southwest Missouri State), Anthony Smith and Tim Pace 
(SIUC).  Sixty recruits went on to the four-year level.
 When Tim Wills arrived in 1992-93, the Warriors were 
on probation and had dropped to Division II.  About 
two-thirds of RLC games are against D-I rivals that invest 
much more financially to be competitive. 
 Despite the de-emphasis, Wills-coached teams won at 
a .441 clip, were 20-12 in ’95-96 and 21-11 in 2006-07 and 
finished .500 as the lone D-II entry in the GRAC in ’97-98, ’06-
07 and ’07-08.  Stars included Bryant Lowe (Illinois-Chicago), 
Joel Jaye (SIUE), David Inabnit (Chicago State), C.J. Trotter 
(Southern Indiana) and Jamie Veach and Brian Laur (SIUC).  
Over 50 continued careers at the four-year level.     
        

Waugh helped change the image;
Ressel, Box kept 20 wins coming
 Â  WOMEN’S BASKETBALL.

 Take away the formative years  –  four losing seasons 
under four different head coaches  –  and what has evolved 
is a program that has put together nine 20-victory seasons 
in the last 35 years and has won 18 or more 18 times.
 Four of the 20-plus win campaigns came during 
Coach Jim “Hummer” Waugh’s 14-year tenure, including 
consecutive glory years that produced record records of 
22-12 in 1985-86, 26-5 in ’86-87 and 25-8 in ’87-88.
 Under successor Ronnie Ressel, the Lady Warriors went 
22-9 and gained a share of the GRAC championship (11-3) 
for the first time in ’96-97, then went 20-10 in 1999-2000.  
 After posting 19-win seasons back-to-back under 
Coach Gerald Mumbower (2004-05) and Coach Glenn 
Box (2005-06), the RLC women commanded national 
attention each of the next two winters with Box at the 
controls.  A 24-8 campaign carried the Lady Warriors to 
their first Region IV Finals in 2006-07, where they lost 
to No. 1 seed Southeastern Illinois, 65-62.  A team ranked 
Preseason No. 20 the following season lived up to that 
reputation early at 16-3, but season-ending injuries and 
the loss of its leading scorer resulted in a 21-11 mark.
 Ohio State University product Ashley Allen guided her 
first two teams to second-place league efforts in 2008-09 
(23-10 overall / 12-4) and ’09-10 (11-5 GRAC) before giving 
way two years later to Ward McDaniel. 
 Waugh retired in 1995 after 29 years as Head Coach 
of either the Warriors or Lady Warriors.  Ressel left after 
seven seasons for the top Assistant Coach position with 
his alma mater, Missouri Southern State College;  Box 
left after three seasons to join a new Lady Bronco staff at 
NCAA Division I Western Michigan University.
 Individual talent has accompanied the winning.
 University of Illinois signee and Hall-of-Famer Rebecca 
Harris played a leading role in two 19-win seasons, which 
in turn led to a pair of outstanding recruiting classes, the 
24- and 21-win efforts and four-year offers for five others.
 Hall of Fame Inductee Cheryl Weis got in on the tail 
end of the three-year, 73-25 run, added another 19-win 
season her sophomore season, then completed her career 
at SIU-Carbondale.  Hall of Fame Charter Member Susie 
Woodward helped Waugh’s first team to a 19-7 mark 
(along with SIUC Volleyball recruit Linda Sanders) and 
21-14 in 1982-83 before heading to Eastern Washington U.
 Hoosier Tracy Hyatt, 51-13 from 1986-88, finished her 
career with the Evansville Aces.  Hillary Phillips played on 
a balanced 20-10 quintet, helped win 18 the next year and 
then started for SIUC.  The 22-9 team sent Jenny Higgerson 
and Andrea Maurer to Central Missouri State and Terri 
Henken to Hannibal-LaGrange (MO).  Other recent 
signees include Angela Harris (’08), Marshall, and the ’09 
class of Ebony Wilson (South Carolina), Candyce Flynn 
(Oregon) and Kemmy Dominique (Western Michigan).       
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NJCAA Finals in ’96, seven RLC All-Americans draw attention
 Â  SOFTBALL.

Henceforth, because of that ninth-place showing, RLC 
Softball has a national reputation to uphold.  Lady Warrior 
Softball means something on a grander stage.
 The Lady Warriors did have All-Americans before  –
Hall-of-Famer April Long in ’95 and Joni Reid in ’92.
 Pitcher Jennifer Wren (1997-99) brought the Hall of Fame
Softball inductees to seven players (and one team) in 2015.
 In a 13-year span, ’96-’08, Coach Dave Ellingsworth’s 
team advanced to nine Region IV Final Fours.  RLC was 
runner-up in 2002, ’03 and ’07, third in 1998, 2000, ’01, ’05 
and ’08.  Prior to that, the Lady Warriors were third in ’92 
and third in Region IV (state) to cap the 1980-81 season.  
 RLC captured the SICC crown in 1979-80 and has been 
GRAC champ twice  –  at 15-1 in ’94 and 12-2 (tied) in 2000.
 Along the way, approximately 50 young women have 
moved on to four-year programs in life after RLC and teams
have made remarkably similar winners out of Coach Jim 
Waugh (.590 winning percentage at 216-150 in 12 seasons) 
and his former assistant, Ellingsworth (.550 in 22 seasons).  
Ellingsworth won his 500th game in 2005, No. 600 in 2007, 
No. 700 in 2010 and No. 800 in 2015.
 Softball boasts 35 Academic All-Americans, more than 
any other program.  Eight have earned NJCAA Academic 
Team of the Year honors.  

More-of-everything Warrior nine boasts lineup of success stories
 Â  BASEBALL.

No. 20 nationally;  1979-80, when a 16-6 Fall led to a record 
41 wins overall).  Coach Kirk Champion, whose first team 
took a losing record into the post-season and emerged with 
that first sectional championship in ’82, started a tradition 
by guiding his second team to second-place in the newly 
formed Great Rivers Athletic Conference, then first the 
following season (1983-84).  The Ina Nine claimed GRAC 
laurels again in ’86 and ’88 and wound up as the league 
runner-up in eight years in the first 12;  they also were 
second in ’96, ’98 and 2002 . . . 14 firsts or seconds in the 
first 20 years of GRAC competition.
 Jim McGuire teams finished second all four seasons and 
did not win any post-season tournaments between 1988-92, 
yet his .655 winning percentage (220-116) ranks behind only 
the three-year slate of Evans (201-95, .679) and just ahead 
of all-time winningest mentor McClure (312-177, .638), 
Champion (164-114, .590), Campbell (302-225, .573),Chris 
Moddelmog (54-42, .563) and Etnier (226-224, .502).
 At least 31 ex-Warriors played professionally or were 
drafted, with Chad Stombaugh (Class of ’88) on the 40-man 
roster of the Kansas City Royals in his second season after 
being drafted before a knee injury ended his dream.  Neal 
Frendling (’99, Devil Rays) and Dan DeMent (’98, Devil 
Rays / Nationals) played briefly in Class AAA.  

 Of the four so-called “major” sports that have endured 
the longest in Warrior / Lady Warrior annals  –  Men and 
Women’s Basketball, Baseball and Softball  –  the diamond 
guys seem to have more of everything:
 • More Head Coaches  –  Nine in the first 48 years, even 
though Hall of Fame Charter Member Mike McClure was 
there for 10 seasons early, Rich Campbell took care of nine 
and Tony Etnier is at 10 and counting.
 • More Region IV Championships  –  Four, including 
the record-setting Hall of Fame gang (1985-86) in its 
first season under Coach Paul Evans, two when “Soup” 
Campbell’s teams were m-m-m good in Spring ’97 and ’99 
and the 2007-08 season, when second-year Coach Etnier 
took a team with a losing record into the post-season and 
stunned foes in the sectional and regional. RLC reached
Regional Final Fours with Sectional wins in 1982 and 1993.
 • More near-misses – Of four Region champs advancing 
to three-team District (Interregional) Tournaments to 
determine World Series finalists, RLC survived to the 
final day only to finish second in ’86, ’97 and ’08.  The ’86 
outcome was especially galling;  the Warriors (82-26) were  
undefeated before losing twice to Grand Rapids (MI).
 • More Conference Championships  –  McClure’s teams 
nabbed three Southern Illinois College Conference crowns 
(the first in 1972-73;  again in 1973-74, when the Warriors 
were 32-6 overall and ranked No. 2 in Region IV (state) and 

 Thanks in part to Spring 1996, Jennifer Calandrilla 
could hit .404, smash seven home runs (.742 SLG), drive 
in 51 runs in 42 games and merit First-Team All-America 
recognition for a 20-20-2 team in Spring 1999.
 Thanks in part to Spring 1996, Meredith Ramsey could  
hit .415  –  after hitting .435 a year before  –  and club all 
five of her team’s home runs, manufacture on-base and 
slugging averages of .457 / .596, drive in 49 runs in 52 games 
and earn Third-Team All-America status in Spring 2001.
 Thanks in part to Spring 1996, Jaymie Cowell could hit 
.455, with 25 walks and a .529 OBP and 32 extra-base hits 
and an .801 SLG, drive in 42 runs in 49 games and repeat 
All-America (Second-Team) honors during a 32-16 Spring 
1997 campaign to complement a 29-5 Fall (61-21).
 Not trying to imply they were not deserving.  They were.  
Merely pointing out how much easier it is to get noticed 
once your program has been there and done that.
 Rend Lake College in Spring 1996 made an appearance 
in the NJCAA Women’s National Fast-Pitch Softball 
Tournament in Hutchinson, KS, thanks in part to and 
because of major contributions from First-Team All-
America Cowell (.437, 48 runs, 14 home runs, 41 RBIs, 
.875 slugging), Second-Team All-America Nicole Murray 
(.357, 31 RBIs, six triples) and Hall-of-Fame hurlers Angela 
Robinson and Amanda Perjenski.  The Lady Warriors were 
rated No. 8 in the country and were 26-5 prior to the finals.
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RLC golfers national runner-up
in ’95, ’05; eight Region crowns 

 Â  MEN’S GOLF.
It took the Men’s Golf Team to show other Warrior and 

Lady Warrior teams they could compete on a national 
stage and be serious contenders for NJCAA titles.

Anchored by transfer Matt Armstrong, the 1994-95 
linksters coached by Dave Smith entered as the No. 
1-rated team, led for two rounds and eventually had to 
be satisfied with second behind defending champ Tyler 
(T ) Jr. College.  First-Team All-American Armstrong was 
fourth, and the National Runner-Up entry became the first 
team inducted into the RLC Sports Hall of Fame in 2003.
 Smith’s teams would capture seven Region IV 
championships in a row between Fall 1994 and Fall 2000.  
They also gained an eighth straight NJCAA berth with 
a second-place regional showing the next season, going 
from North Carolina (five times) to Texas (two) to Arizona 
(one) while placing third nationally in Spring 1996 behind 
Second-Team All-Americans Jeremy May, 11th, and J.R. 
Conkle, 12th; fifth in 1997 behind First-Team All-American 
Jace Bugg, who was third individually;  sixth in 1998 with 
Third-Team honoree Dave Bornack, 12th, and All-Tourney 
Chad Penman, 18th;  sixth in 1999 behind Second-Team 
honorees Brian Kolmer, 8th, and Jeremy Reidelberger, 
10th;  fifth in 2000;  10th in 2001 behind Second-Team 
All-American Andy Teslow, 8th, and 10th in 2002.
 The streak ended in 2003, although Chad Cooper was 
Third-Team All-America.  The next year was a total shock:  
No national qualifier for just the second time in 15 years.
 Then perhaps an even bigger shocker in 2005, when 
Rend Lake College placed third in Region IV but 
advanced to Nationals because runner-up Illinois Central 
was an automatic qualifier as the NJCAA host school.  
Once in, Second-Team All-American John Singleton was 
seventh and led Smith’s team to another runner-up finish 
with 280-290 in Rounds 3-4 behind runaway winner 
Darton (GA), 1,124-1,161.  Third in the region, second in 
the nation.  Not bad.  Region title No. 8  –  along with an 
eighth “Coach of the Year” award  –  came in 2005-06.
 • It took David Griffin’s breakthrough in 2009 before 
RLC could boast of an Individual Medalist.  The First-
Team All-American shot 66-70-76-71–283 and then won 
a three-man playoff on the second hole.  Jared Harp 
followed as First-Team All-America in 2010 (287 for third) 
and Brit Matt Walton did likewise in 2011 (288 for fifth).
 • Singleton qualified for The (British) Open in 2014.  
 • Typical of the Warrior domination from 1994-2001, 
they won nine of the first 10 tournaments in 1996-97 and 
seven of nine Fall Midwest tournaments in 2000.  They 
were first four times and second the other five in Fall 1997.
 • Smith retired in 2011, turning the reins over to 
prot g  Lucas Cromeenes, only to return in Spring 2014.  
Other ex-Warriors  –  RLC Trustee Bryan Drew and RLC 
MarketPlace Boss Corey Phillips.  

Ten Region links titles in 14 tries,
seven Top Five CAA finishes

 Â  WOMEN’S GOLF.
 Their male counterparts were the original standard-
bearers.  After all, they had a 17-year head start.
 Give the Women’s Golf program credit, though.  
Nothing wrong with being a copycat, as long as it is based 
on emulating a winner.
 The Lady Warrior squad constructed by Cindy Corn 
was a Top Ten NJCAA Championship contender 12 out of 
13 seasons from its inception in 1999-2000 through 2011-12
and can boast of six All-America players and three other 
All-Tournament flag-holders.  
 (Former Warrior Region Medalist and national finalist 
Craig Zinzilieta “borrowed” the coaching reins in 2005-06, 
before he changed jobs and Corn was coaxed out of her 
self-imposed one-year coaching retirement.)
 In 12 qualifying seasons, the Rend Lake College reps 
have finished as high as fourth once, in Spring 2005, and 
lower than seventh only twice (ninth in ’12, 10th in ’02).
 RLC Sports Hall of Fame inductee Elizabeth Kasey 
was Second-Team All-America (9th overall) that first 
season, when she and her teammates  –  Regional Medalist 
Bobbie Jo Bivens, Candice Vogt, Megan Mosel and Nonie 
Ehlke  –  left their own imprint on a first-year program 
by winning the region and staking claim to a sixth-place  
NJCAA showing at Shawnee (OK) Country Club in 2000.
 Nontraditional newcomer Roberta Sentel (22nd) led 
the way the next season as Kasey, repeat Region IV 
Champ Bivens, Vogt and Mosel returned, with additional 
help from another freshman, Stephanie Eller, as the Lady 
Warriors placed seventh as a team. 
 The Midwest power has challenged favored teams 
from Florida and Arizona ever since.  The Lady Warriors 
had two Third-Team All-Americans  –  Danielle Kaufman, 
12th, and South African Mia van Rooyen, 14th  –  in 2004.
 They improved to a fourth-place ranking in 2005 
behind Second-Team All-American Surita Risseeuw, 
another South African who actually tied for fifth 
individually but was relegated to second-team status as 
a result of a scorecard playoff.  Both Ashley Hemann and 
Kaufman repeated Top 20 finishes, with contributions also 
coming from Nicole Adams and veteran Casey Biddinger.
 (Bivens and the 2004-05 team were inducted into the 
RLC Sports Hall of Fame in Spring 2014.)
 Zinzilieta and the gals placed fifth in 2005-06 behind 
Third-Team All-American Megan Hood, fifth in 2006-07, 
seventh in 2007-08 and 10th in 2001-02.
 The Lady Warriors also rated Top Five finishes three 
straight springs  –  2009-10-11  (fifth each time)  –  and 
boasted a First-Team All-America designee, Amanda 
Buchanan, in the rain-drenched, 2009 one-round finals.
 Sarah Gereaux was an All-Tournament member, 
earning one of the 18 flags by finishing 17th in Spring 
2008.  Carrie Paul was 17th and Hemann 18th in 2005.
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Spiking: From SIU recruit Sanders in 1982 to 36-19 in 2002-03
 Â  VOLLEYBALL.

Metzger-Junkins legacy: Locals net wins on court, in classroom
 Â  WOMEN’S TENNIS.

regular season and defeated Lewis and Clark, 23.5-17, for 
their first Region IV crown.  Hallam (No. 3), Stephanie 
Ferris (No. 4) and Andrea Carter (No. 5) were all 10-0, 
with Leslie Hanson (No. 6) 9-1.  Hallam-Ferris and Carter-
Hanson were both 10-0 in doubles (Nos. 2-3, respectively).
 RLC won its second region title in 2006, edging Lewis 
and Clark, 5-4, in a two-team tournament.
 Stephanie Hays at No. 2 singles won the Consolation 
Championship to lead RLC to its best-ever 11th-place 
showing in the NJCAA Finals in 2001-02 with 13.5 points
after losing Region IV honors, 22-21, to Springfield.
 Tracy Hamilton became RLC’s first Region champ in 
1997 at No. 5 Singles, then returned to go 12-0 and claim 
a Region IV crown at No. 3 Singles in 1998.   
 • Coaching successor Dave Junkins and the Lady 
Warrior netters were Academic Team honorees in 2010 
(3.38), 2011 (3.43), 2012 (3.31), 2013 (3.12), 2014 (3.20) and 
2015 (3.67, second out of 28 teams cited).
 In 2010-11, RLC claimed a Region IV title behind 
Singles Champs Chelsea Cross, Bethany Toms, Chelsea 
Flatt and Jessica Baker at 1, 3, 5 and 6 and the No. 3 Doubles 
duo of Flatt-Whittney Timmons.  At Nationals, Kylie Pickel 
at No. 2 and Baker won opening matches;  Timmons (one)
and Flatt-Timmons (two) won consolation matches. 

 For 13 seasons (1995-2008), Women’s Tennis Coach 
Diane Metzger built what some would perceive as the 
perfect community college athletic program.  The Lady 
Warriors, recruited almost exclusively from Southern 
Illinois, personified the definition of student-athletes, with 
success on the court and especially in the classroom.
 During the same time they were winning two Region 

IV Championships and advancing to the NJCAA Finals 
six of the last seven seasons, Metzger’s gals were 1-2 in 
back-to-back years as a Women’s Tennis “Academic Team 
of the Year” with grade-point averages of 3.51 (4.0 scale), 
No. 1 out of 12 tennis teams cited in 2004-05, and 3.71, 
second out of 19 teams in 2005-06 [as well as 2007].
 Take a step forward Lisa Parker, the perfect example of 
a near-perfect program.  Parker twice was a Distinguished 
Academic All-American with 4.0 GPAs and earned the 
team’s first Region IV crown at No. 1 Singles in 2006.
 Hayley Simmons also received Distinguished Academic 
All-America recognition as a sophomore in 2002.  As a 
freshman, Simmons won the Illinois Tennis Association 
Midwest Region at College of DuPage and advanced to the
Rolex Small College National Championships in Memphis.

Tennis has boasted more than its share of RLC “Female 
Scholar-Athletes of Year” –  Shanna Beasley in ’07, Parker, 
Carissa Hallam in ’04, Simmons and Amy Harris in 1999.
 In 2002-03, the Lady Warriors were 8-0 during the 

 Volleyball at Rend Lake College literally has been hit-or-
miss over the years, in more ways than one.  The on-again, 
off-again program has been around for only about half of 
the years since it was introduced in 1977-78.
 Finances, or lack thereof, ended an initial five-year run 
following the 1981-82 season.  Volleyball was not the only 
victim;  it was part of a three-sport cutback.  Programs were 
reduced college-wide to help avoid a deficit budget.
 The sport was revived in 1997-98 before the 10th season 
of RLC Volleyball, Part II  –  2006-07  –  was scrapped, not 
due to a shortage of money or prospective players, but 
because a qualified coach could not be found.  Six  individuals
have coached the Lady Warriors in their 15 seasons.  Sara 
Crews, a former assistant coach, returned to revive RLC 
Volleyball, Part III, in time for the 2007-08 campaign.

The program has not been without shining moments . . .
 • In just its second fall, on the heals of a 2-10 first season, 
the John Kretz-coached Lady Warriors became the first 
team in RLC history to qualify for a State Tournament.
 The 1978-79 squad was runner-up in the Rend Lake 
College Invitational, second in the Southern Illinois College 
Conference at 6-2 and second in post-season sectional play.
 That success was followed a year later with a 9-5 regular 
season and SICC runner-up repeat.
 • The First Five Years ended with a spike, too. 
 Following a season which produced another second-

place finish, this one in the new Great Rivers Athletic 
Conference, star Linda Sanders accepted an athletic grant-
in-aid to play the next two seasons for Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale.  It is believed to be the first NCAA 
Division I signing by a Rend Lake College female athlete.
 • The turning point in Era Deux may have come the 
final two-thirds of 1999-2000 under Coach Brian Laur.
 Although the team finished 17-25, it was 14-14 after a 
3-11 start.  The Lady Warriors were 6-6 in the GRAC and 
runner-up in the six-team Three Rivers (MO) Tournament.
 • Ex-player-turned Coach Rhonda Carlton boasted 
winning records in three of four seasons between 2002-06.  
The 2002-03 team was an all-time best 36-19, champion of 
the 12-team Danville Area Tourney and second at both 
McKendree (16 teams) and John A. Logan (11).  Hitter 
Erin Crocker and Lyndsey Hillyard were both All-GRAC,  
First-Team All-Region and All-Region Tourney (along with 
Rachel Maddox), Crocker for the second time in the league.
 The RLC women were 23-18 in 2004-05, 29-20 in 2005-06.
 • The 2008-09 squad won just 10 matches, but five players 
moved on to the four-year ranks.  Each of the next two 
seasons produced two more four-year signees.
 • Crews & Friends finished 17-17 in 2011-12, headlined 
by a Kankakee Tournament championship.
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Three D - II championships, then
validation with two D-I crowns

 Â  MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY.
What didn’t the Rend Lake College Men’s Cross-

Country Team accomplish in its first 10 seasons?
 • Homecoming King Ian Hornabrook, the incredible 
Aussie from Queensland, won back-to-back individual 
titles in the 2001 and 2002 NJCAA Championships.
 • His team even did him one better, following Horna-
brook’s lead to NJCAA Division II Championships in 2001 
in East Lansing, MI and in 2002 in Levelland, T  before 
successfully making it a threepeat in 2003 in Lawrence, KS, 
where Rey Alvarez led a balanced charge in sixth-place.
 RLC won more convincingly each year  –  55-76, 45-90 
and 23-56.  Other two-time winners in that span were Rob 
Duncan (2001-02) and Thomas McQuade (2002-03).
 • When the NJCAA eliminated the D-II classification, 
combining it with Division I after RLC’s three-year run, 
the Warriors of Coach Brent McLain gave validity to its 
past championships by winning overall D-I honors in 2006 
in El Paso, T  on the strength of All Americans Elkanah  
Kibet (third/First-Team), Steeve Gabart (ninth/Second), 
Cory Currie (11th/Third) and Coaches Association All-
Americans Kyle Cash (19th) and Ahmed Mohamed (26th).
 Rend Lake College posted a low of 64 points, 10 better 
than Central Arizona and 43 under Butler County (KS).
 • Two-time Champion Stephen Sambu and sidekick 
Dey Tuach repeated their first and 11th-place showings in 
2009 and made magic happen once more  –  a fifth NJCAA 
Crown Jewel.  Matthew Kotut matched Tuach’s Third-
Team All-America status in 13th, but it also took Jacob 
Swearingen (17th) and Lewi Manirumva (24th) to edge 
Paradise Valley (4-12-15-18-19), 66-68, over the Newman 
Golf Course layout in Peoria.
 • With RLC hosting the 2007 NJCAA Championships  
–  a first for the college  –  Kenyan Ben Cheruiyot stepped 
up for the Warriors with a gold-medal winning effort over 
the 8K Rend Lake Golf Course layout before an exuberant 
home crowd going crazy as he held off repeat runner-up 
Daniel Maina of Cowley County (KS) by a couple of feet.  
Kibet joined his teammate with his second First-Team 
All-America award in cross-country, placing fifth overall.
 • Please do not forget the inaugural season of Fall 2000 
and the exploits of Francisco Tomas.  The freshman son 
of migrant workers in the Alto Pass-Cobden area, Tomas, 
24, had not competed in high school but regularly worked 
out with marathon-like training miles before his arrival.  
In fact, he was 36th overall in the 2000 Boston Marathon.
 Runner-up Tomas covered the five-mile Levelland, T , 
course in 26:20.7, :03.2 behind Patrick Keller of Paradise 
Valley (AZ). Tomas, David Diaz (27th) and Daniel Nalley 
(32nd) headed an all-freshman squad in  seventh.
 • The Warriors finished third in 2004 (with five runners 
between 12-18) and 2005 (paced by Brett Simon in 10th 
and Kyle Cash in 12th).  They were fourth in 2007 and ’08.
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RLC women make great strides
behind Champ Pasca Cheruiyot
Â  WOMEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY.
 Carol Ray knows the feeling.  A point guard for the 
Rend Lake College Women’s Basketball Team who 
graduated with the individual record for Most Assists in 
a season and career, Ray was THE Lady Warrior Cross-
Country Team when she acted on her own from 1986-88 
(finishing 49th in the country in ’86).
 Lady Warrior Pasca Cheruiyot was all alone when she 
completed her run in the 2007 National Junior College 
Athletic Association, although not quite as literally as her 
predecessor from almost 20 years before.
 Cheruiyot actually had great support.  The RLC Lady 
Warrior contingent entered ranked No. 9 in the country 
and lived up to that billing by finishing ninth on its 
“home” course as Rend Lake College hosted its first-ever 
NJCAA Championship in any sport over the 5K Rend 
Lake Golf Course layout in Whittington.
 It just seemed as if Cheruiyot was all alone at the finish.  
The native of Eldoret, Kenya crossed the tape 14 seconds 
ahead of runner-up Lillian Badaru of South Plains College 
(T ), who found herself in second-place for the second 
time.  Cheruiyot’s winning 16:13 time was over a minute 
faster than her first cross-country race earlier in the fall.
 All but one point (provided by Missouri State U. 
recruit Cheruiyot) of the RLC team total of 251 was built 
on a 16th-place effort from Sophomore Kim Beardwood, 
Freshman Bethany Kirkpatrick in 35th, Sophomore 
Nikura Walls in 43rd and Freshman Amanda Jourdan in 
156th.  Sarah Nolen (168) did not figure in the scoring.
 Iowa Central C.C. claimed team honors ahead of second-
place Butler County (KS) and third-place El Paso (T ).
 Ben Cheruiyot captured the 8K NJCAA Men’s title.  
 In 2006, the first season the Lady Warriors brought 
a complete squad to the NJCAA Championships, they 
placed 20th out of 43 teams.  Beardwood was 67th overall.
 In between the solo efforts of Ray and the full-fledged 
efforts the first two falls under Coach Denny Myers, Holly 
Sickler was the lone survivor of a 2001 attempt to field a 
women’s team.  She represented the Lady Warriors in the 
NJCAA Finals and finished 24th overall in 21:03. 
 • Team success reached a pinnacle in Fall 2008, when 
another Kenyan, First-Team All-America Sarah Kimaiyo, 
picked up the mantle from P. Cheruiyot and finished third 
individually.  Along with Third-Team All-America Lillian 
Lagat (12th/11th in team standings), they paced the Lady 
Warriors to third with 154 points, behind Iowa Central 
(53) and Butler County (92).  Others:  Bethany Kirkpatrick 
(18th), Quinnyka Smith (46th) and Kali Bonner (76th).
 • The RLC women were seventh overall the next fall, 
behind Second- and Third-Team All-Americans Julia 
Sambu (6th) and Kimaiyo (15th), respectively.
 • The NJCAA announced Rend Lake College would 
host Cross-Country Championships again in 2012 and 2014.



Talk about coming a long way in a short time . . . Get 
out your stopwatch.  You are not going to believe this one.

A Women‘s Indoor Track and Field Team did not exist 
at Rend Lake College in 2005-06.

A Women’s Track and Field Team was approved during 
that academic year, and veteran Coach Denny Myers was 
brought in to join the Warrior / Lady Warrior family at the 
recommendation of Men’s Coach Brent McLain.
 Myers put together a competitive-enough squad to 
finish 12th in the nation in its first indoor campaign in 2007.  
Remember the name, Kimmy Reed;  she goes down as the 
very first NJCAA National Champion in the team’s first 
season.  Reed  –  technically Freshman Kimmyeyonia Reed 
of Indianapolis  –  won the Shot Put.  Classmate Karmyn 
Clark made it appear to outsiders RLC had been a longtime 
contender.  She finished fifth in the same event.
 Other points by the all-freshman squad came from Kim 
Beardwood, sixth in the 800M Run, and Courtney Ware, 
seventh in the Long Jump and eighth in the 200M Dash.
 Year Two.  Six of the 12-member squad return  –  Clark, 
Beardwood, Pasca Cheruiyot, Ashley Harris, Ryan Sanders 
and Nikura Walls  –  and are joined by 10 newcomers.
 Congratulations, 2008 NJCAA Women’s Indoor Track 
and Field National Champions!  How is that for a fast start?

RLC gals out of blocks fast, racing to National crown in Year Two
 Â  WOMEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD.

 Cheruiyot (Eldoret, Kenya) was unbelievable with 
individual firsts in the demanding Mile, 3000M Run and 
5000M Run and was a close second in the 1000M Run.
 Newcomer Jessica Merriweather (Memphis, TN) was 
just as impressive in her specialties, claiming National 
Championships in the multi-event Pentathlon and High 
Jump.  Beardwood and Clark stepped up with additional 
firsts in the 800M Run and Weight Throw, respectively.
 Yolanda King was second in the 400M Dash, Sanders 
was third in the Pentathlon and all three RLC relay teams 
scored points, headed by the third-place Distance Medley 
quartet of Walls, King, Beardwood and Jennifer Tanui.
 All-America efforts also came from Walls and Ashley 
Holmes in two events apiece, Harris, Brittney Castleberry, 
Omni Wansley and Tanui.   
 Myers was named “Coach of the Meet” in a no-brainer, 
as well as NJCAA Women’s Indoor Track and Field “Coach 
of the Year.”  He earned similar billing once previously in 
a stellar career at Lansing (MI) Community College.
 • Lady Warrior teams returned the following March to 
finish seventh and placed fifth in 2010 powered by Julia 
Sambu.  She captured a first in the 5000M, a second in the 
3000M and a fourth in the Mile for first-year Head Coach 
Eric Alberter.

Four-time runner-up puts it in the past with 2008 NJCAA crown

2005.  That was when defending champion Barton County 
C.C. (KS) hung on for a 108.5-107 verdict over McLain & Co.  
It was the closest of eight titles in a row for the winners.
 Balance and depth were critical to that second-place 
finish, because Sophomore Jason Craig gave the 2005 
Warriors their only gold medalist by winning the 400M 
Run in :47.90.  An All-America performer both indoors 
and outdoors as a freshman, Craig ran the third leg for the 
USA 4 x 400M Relay Team that set a Junior World Record at 
the 10th International Association of Athletics Federation 
World Junior Championships in Grosetto, Italy.
 When the Warriors finished second the following 
March, it was not close (136.5-78) despite four RLC 
National Champs  –  Tommy Bryan III (Pentathlon), Eric 
Alberter (800), 4000M DMR Team (Chris Rengifo, Anthony 
Flournoy, Alberter, Brad Middleton) and 4 x 800M Relay 
(Shannon Sherrer, Kurt Heimann, Pat Clark, Alberter).
 • More recently, the Warriors were third in ’09 behind 
two-time winner Cory Holman, 5000M Champ Stephen 
Sambu and 55M Champ Ryan Bailey;  third in ’10 with 110 
points to 114.5 for Barton Co. and 113 for Iowa Central, even 
though RLC had the most individual champions  –  Sambu, 
3000M and 5000M, Michael Hartfield,LJ,  J’Vente Devaeux, 
TJ, and Jarius Gibson, 6000M;  fifth in ’11, and third in ’12.  

 Even before the 2008 NJCAA Indoor Championships, 
the Rend Lake College Men’s Track and Field Team had 
to be one of the more successful programs in any venue.  
One of the most frustrated ones, also.
 No longer.  No longer frustrated, that is.
 The RLC Men’s Indoor Track and Field color-bearers 
have to be considered even more successful than ever 
following the 2008 Finals at Eastern Illinois University.
 To keep from falling behind their female counterparts, 
the 2008 Indoor National Champion Lady Warriors, the 
guys had to win their own Indoor crown. And they did.
 The Amazing Boaz (Lalang) and Kenyan Kountrymen 
Elkanah Kibet and Ben Cheruiyot led the championship 
charge.  Boaz did his thing with three individual crowns  
–  800M, 1000M, Mile;  Kibet was first in the 5000M (second 
in the mile and in the 3000M); Cheruiyot was runner-up 
in the 5000M and the DMR foursome of Cheruiyot, Travis 
Taylor, Aaron Dixon and Lalang was victorious.  Add the 
second-place 4 x 800M Relay Team to that group  –  Robert 
Kapsoiya, Travis White, Jeremy Whitaker and Dixon. 
 Prior to that, a second-year Warrior program had been  
runner-up Indoors in 2003.  The team then finished third 
in 2004 and runner-up again and again and again in ’05-07.
 Successful, for sure.  Frustrating, you bet.  Especially 

 Â  MEN’S INDOOR TRACK AND FIELD.
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NJCAA Countdown ... 7-6-5-?-4-3
on (outdoor) track for future title 

 Â   MEN’S OUTDOOR-
TRACK AND FIELD.

A bold prediction in the lead of a Rend Lake College 
News Release following the 2005 NJCAA Men’s Outdoor 
Track and Field Championship did not come true, but it 
was not that far off base.  We turn back the pages for a 
look at the close of the program’s fourth season . . .
 “LEVELLAND, T   –  Mark it down, and remember 
you heard it here first:  the Rend Lake College Warriors 
will win the 2009 National Junior College Athletic 
Association Outdoor Track and Field Championships.

“At the rate they are going, that would seem to be a 
realistic forecast.  Seventh two years ago in the team’s 
second spring season, RLC inched  up to sixth in 2004.

“Coach Brent McLain set his goals even higher this 
go-around, believing the third-place trophy to be within 
his team’s grasp, but the Warriors were forced to continue 
their slow-but-steady climb to the top when they left Texas 
as the No. 5 team behind favorite Central Arizona.”

Back to reality.  With a real jolt.  The Warriors got their 
comeuppance in 2006 with a 12th-place disappointment.  
 More in line with expectations and prognostications: 
McLain’s troops were back up to fourth in 2007 and placed 
a best-ever third in 2008.  So maybe the News Release 
following fifth-place in ’05 was off a year, who knew?
 Everybody knows now.  It has not happened yet.
 Forget the forecasting.  These are some of the facts . . .
 • When Warriors ran off with three golds in 2008, 
it doubled the total of firsts in seven years of NJCAA 
Outdoor appearances.  RLC (70 points) trailed South Plains 
(135) and Central Arizona (119).  Boaz Lalang, fresh from 
winning three firsts and anchoring a winning relay quartet 
Indoors, returned to capture 800M and 1500M Runs.  Soph 
Elkanah Kibet won the Outdoor 10000M Run and finished 
third in the 5000M.
 • Sophomore Corey Dowden was the 2004 National 
Champion in the Triple Jump after a third in ’03.
 • The Warrior 4 x 800M Relay Team raced to an 
NJCAA Outdoor first in 2005 after two straight runner-up 
showings in ’03 and ’04 (and again in ’06).  The Champs  –  
Marcus Walton, Jason Craig, Tim Clark and Eric Alberter.
 •  The 4 x 400M Relay Team got gold in ’07 with Travis 
White, Justin Terry, Darryl Jenkins and Alphonso Shepherd.
 • Third again in 2009 on the strength of two amazing 
athletes  –  Stephen Sambu, 5000M and 10000M, firsts, and 
future Olympian Ryan Bailey, 100M, first, and 200M, second  
–  and a victorious 4 x 800M Relay quartet of Peter Sigilai, 
Dey Tuach, James Grantham and Sambu.
 • Fifth the next two springs, thanks to reruns in the 
5000M and 10000M Runs by Sambu in ’10 and “Athlete of 
the Meet” Zach Riley with a 7-4 High Jump and the 4 x 800M 
Relay Team comprised of Ryan Hershner, Hunter Heaton, 
Terrance Livingston and Reginald Warren Jr. in ’11.      

Four individual championships
help out, lift Lady Warriors to 3rd

Â  WOMEN’S OUTDOOR-
TRACK AND FIELD-

 By anyone’s standards except their own, set during the 
winter months indoor season, the rise of the Lady Warrior 
Outdoor Track and Field program in just two years has 
been nothing short of phenomenal.
 The second RLC Women’s Track and Field contingent  
placed third in the 2008 NJCAA Outdoor Championships, 
with special thanks going to Superwoman Pasca 
Cheruiyot, Wonder Woman Jessica Merriweather and 
Karmyn Clark, who repeated a National Championship 
indoors with a first in the Hammer Throw.
 Sophomore Cheruiyot (Eldoret, Kenya) brought her 
NJCAA Championship Grand Total to six for 2007-08.  
She crossed the tape first in Cross-Country and won three 
more races indoors before nabbing outdoor crowns in the 
5K and 10K Runs.  Merriweather, who qualified for the 
World Junior Championships in July in Bydgoszcz, Poland 
with a 6-foot-1.25 effort in the Super-Region, claimed 
the Outdoor High Jump and 11 more points with a third 
in the Long Jump, fifth in the Heptathlon and eighth in 
the 100M Hurdles.  Clark made it 4-for-4 in All-America 
recognition in NJCAA finals, including the two first-place 
showings indoors and out in weight throws;  she added a 
sixth in the Discus and a seventh in the Shot Put for good 
measure.  
 Their 93.5-point total, 6.5 more than fourth-place 
Butler County C.C. (KS), was aided by depth from Ashley 
Holmes (a pair of fourths), Kim Beardwood, Yolanda King, 
Nikura Walls, Ryan Sanders, Jennifer Tanui and two fifth-
place relay units comprised of some of the names above.
 Many of the names were the same, to a certain extent, 
in 2007, when an all-rookie team finished fifth outdoors.
 Look no farther than you-know-who, Cheruiyot, for 
leadership and points.  Although she did not win any 
individual national titles as a freshman, the fleet Kenyan 
was second in the 10000M Run and third in both the 
5000M and 1500M Runs outdoors, for a total of 20 points. 
 Indoor Champ Kimmy Reed was runner-up outdoors 
in 2007 in the Shot Put and fourth in the Hammer Throw.  
Other point-producers:  Clark in three events and Sanders 
in two, plus the 4 x 800M Relay Team.
  Myers’ teams during his 20-year tenure at Lansing (MI) 
Community College won 10 national titles  –  six men 
and four women’s championships  –  and he is a 12-time 
NJCAA National “Coach of the Year” in Cross-Country 
and one-time National Coach in Women’s Indoor Track 
and Field (oops, make that two-time Indoors now).
 He left after a fourth-place ’09 campaign (64.3 points) 
with NJCAA Champions in Ashley Holmes, Discus (SP, 
2nd;  HT, 5th), Jessica Merriweather, High Jump (100H, 
4th), and Vasity Chemweno, 1500M (800M, 4th).  
 The RLC gals were 10th in 2010 under Eric Alberter. 
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Eighteenth athletic program the ‘centerpiece’ of new track
 Â  MEN’S SOCCER.

“I did pray about it,” he confessed.  “We are trying to 
do the best we can to start the year off right . . . and build 
from there.  I really think we can build a quality soccer 
program at Rend Lake College.”
 According to Duncan, who officiates at the high school 
and collegiate level and operates his own Soccer Academy, 
“This is a great opportunity for Southern Illinois and soccer.    
It is a wonderful opportunity for Rend Lake College to get 
into one more arena of sports.”
 Added Duncan in late May, “I e-mailed all the high 
school coaches in Illinois and have personally spoken with 
all the high school coaches in Southern Illinois.  Every one 
of them was excited.  I have high school coaches calling 
me right and left.”
 Two other GRAC members have soccer teams  –  
Southwestern Illinois College in the Belleville / Metro-East 
area and Kaskaskia College.  Wabash Valley has a club team.
 Other Region IV soccer programs include Illinois Central 
(East Peoria), Lewis and Clark (Godfrey), Lincoln College, 
Lincoln Land (Springfield) and Parkland (Champaign).
 • The program experienced marginal success for three 
seasons but was “suspended” in March 2011 following the 
resignation of Duncan.  Few in-district high school programs 
and lack of state funding/reimbursement also were cited. 

Year Two: All-American to Northwestern;  Year Five: Two champions
 Â  WRESTLING.

did what he was told to do, made the adjustments and got 
a lot better.  Kids like him are the reason you coach . . . the 
kids who do the extra things to get better.”
 And Jones was no t the only All-America in 2007-08 
for the second-year program.  Matt “Bubba” McLaughlin 
(Murphysboro) was sixth in the Heavyweight Division to 
earn similar distinction.
 Both teams enjoyed the limelight, including a 33-3 win 
the first season over U. of Southern Indiana and a 27-25 
victory against the SIU-Edwardsville Varsity in Year Two.
 In the next two seasons, Bubba repeated at Nationals 
and Eric Ellington came along to go 67-14 overall, taking 
third as a freshman at 133 and runner-up the next winter.
 By 2010-11, Tyler Holloway (133) and Isaiah Williams 
(165) staked claim to NJCAA Championships for the 
Warriors . . . third as a team with support from Austin 
Moorehead (184), 2nd, and Detoreious Prayther (125), 5th.
 In 2011-12, Oshea Smith-Traylor (165) was fifth, and 
the following season RLC was 10th at Nationals thanks 
to another champion, Justin Cash at 157, and fifth-place 
showings from Eric Tozzi (141) and Juan Stimpson (165).  
 And by May 2013, the program was no longer, a victim 
of “suspension” due to costs, lack of state reimbursement 
and minimal in-state Juco competition.   

 When he was hired to start the first Wrestling program 
in Rend Lake College history, Kevin Tate admitted he was 
“really excited.”  The former head coach at Mt. Vernon, 
Benton, Pinckneyville and Sparta high schools talked about 
the high expectations he had for his future grapplers.
 “I think this is going to be a lot of fun and it will be 
rewarding,” he said in Spring 2006, “but I really want to 
have a national-championship caliber team.  If we are not 
aiming for that, there really is no reason for us to be here.”
 “I love to teach.  I like to take a kid who has talent, refine 
it and see him make it to the next level,” added Tate.
 Leave it to Warrior All-American Aaron Jones to make a 
believer out of everyone.  That is Distinguished Academic 
All-American Aaron Jones, who posted a perfect 4.0 GPA 
and plans on becoming an orthopedic surgeon, and All-
American Wrestler Aaron Jones, who finished fifth in the 
197-pound weight class at the NJCAA Championships.
 The same Aaron Jones who blew out his knee in high 
school and was told he would never wrestle again.  The 
same Aaron Jones who  left after one season to accept 
an athletic grant-in-aid to wrestle the next three seasons 
for Northwestern University.  His athletic grant will pay 
approximately $41,000 of the $51,000 annual price tag.
 “The kid is going to be a doctor someday.  What better 
place for him to be than Northwestern,” Tate said.  “He 
started out pretty slow, but he put the extra time in and 
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Call it Rend Lake College’s very own version of a Field 
of Dreams.  “Build it,” someone said, “and they will come.”  
And they did.

When college administrators proposed a new all-
purpose track and related facilities and the RLC Board 
of Trustees approved the recommendation, there was a 
hidden agenda.  The track’s infield had a twofold purpose:  
it could one day serve as a soccer field for yet another
Warrior / Lady Warrior athletic program.
 That day arrived much sooner than later.  
 A first-rate track and field complex made its debut April 
28, 2007, and what college officials hope eventually will be 
a first-rate Men’s Soccer program was scheduled to make 
its debut with the start of Fall Semester 2008.
 Think the 18th program in the Rend Lake College athletic 
arsenal  –  counting Cheer and Dance teams  –  does not have 
a prayer of succeeding any time soon?  Think again.
 Hired in May to put together a program and a team,  
three months before having to play the sport’s first game 
in Warrior history, was the Rev. Jim Duncan.  Pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon for the past 18 years, 
Duncan is a licensed soccer official, instructor and coach.
 If indeed it was going to take a miracle to piece together 
a college program from scratch in such a short time, he 
may just be the guy who can do it.  He will have 18 athletic 
grants-in-aid to help him do so.



Team up to Hoosier Challenge:
three cheers for Grand Champs

 Â  CHEERLEADING-
      12, 2 7

The Rend Lake College Cheerleaders started Spring 
Break 2007 with a bang in Indianapolis. Not only did the 
squad earn the right to perform during the NBA Indiana 
Pacers-Philadelphia 76ers pre-game show, they brought 
home a championship in their competitive debut.
 The Hoosier Challenge at Conseco Fieldhouse was the 
first cheerleading competition in RLC history, according 
to Coach Bobbi Shadowens.
 “I am so proud of these young ladies,” she said. “I had 
no doubt they would do well, but to accomplish what they 
did the first time they competed together is remarkable.  
Their hard work and dedication definitely paid off.”
 The Warrior cheerleaders received first place in their 
division and were named Grand Champions after earning
the highest overall score at the Hoosier Challenge. For 
receiving the highest score, the team was able to grab 
another first . . . performing before a National Basketball 
Association game.  (The team has accepted invitations to 
perform prior to St. Louis Cardinal games in recent years.) 
 “To hear the announcer introduce them and watch them 
take the floor was pretty amazing,” Shadowens said. “They 
rose to the occasion and performed like professionals.”
 Team members who competed were sophomores 
Randa Hayes, Brooke Jenkins, Lindsay Peas and Casey 
Sherman (Mt. Vernon), Lindsay Brown and Elizabeth 
Heape (DuQuoin), Vanessa Newell (Waltonville) and 
Jordan Schmutz (Kincaid), along with freshmen Tiffannie 
Morlan, Lauren Steffy and Mackenzie Thomas (Mt. 
Vernon), Ami Bowlin (Christopher) and Holly Atkins 
(Benton). Teammates unable to compete due to injury 
are freshmen Salina Wheatley (Christopher) and Crystal 
Snowden (Carbondale).  Former Warrior Cheerleader 
Brittnie Ainslie (2003-04) is the team’s assistant coach.
 “Since they are the first squad to compete from RLC, 
they will always be special,” Shadowens said. “I know 
this was an experience of a lifetime for them as well.”
 • Both the 2007-08 Cheerleading squad and Laker Girl 
Dance Team performed at Busch Stadium September 18 
prior to the St. Louis Cardinals-Philadelphia Phillies game 
before several members of the RLC faculty and staff.
 Warrior cheerleaders earlier in the fall brought home 
the first-place trophy in the Open College Division at the  
MidWest Cheer and Dance Championships at Six Flags 
Theme Park in Eureka, MO.  Jessica Davis (Pinckneyville) 
took first in the Best Jump Open College competition;  
Lacey Perrin and Alex Sheridan (both of Mt. Vernon) tied 
for second-place in the Best Jump Open College Division. 
 • Tuition waivers for cheerleading were first offered 
in 2002. Scholarship opportunities at two-year colleges 
are unique, the coach said.  “The administration at RLC 
always has been extremely supportive of us,” she added.

RLC Laker Girls ’07 dance way 
to NDA U.S. Championship title

 Â  DANCE TEAM.
 The Rend Lake College Laker Girls dance team left in 
early April 2007 for the National Dance Association U.S. 
Championship in Daytona Beach, FL. They returned with 
a 3-foot trophy and national title in tow.
 The five Laker Girls who competed scored the highest
in their division, missing the overall Grand Championship 
award by a fraction of a point.  They are Jamie Williams 
(Benton), Katie Furlow (Christopher), Nikki Furtak 
(McLeansboro), Jennie True (DeSoto) and Heather 
Mitchell (Benton).
 Teams from all over the country  –  Florida, San Diego 
and Ohio to name a few – competed in the national 
championship event.
 “This group of girls has worked so hard to get to where 
we could compete on a national level,” said Laker Girls 
Coach Lyndsey Moore.  “They definitely represented the
college well and really put their best performance out 
there. They did a fantastic job.”
 The Laker Girls won with their eclectically 
choreographed hip-hop routine, Moore said with pride.  
“All of us had a part in creating it, not just one person.  It
was a group effort.”
 “Once again Rend Lake College student-athletes took 
our program to a national stage and brought home a 
championship,” said RLC President Mark S. Kern. “The
Laker Girls achieved what they set out to do and we are 
very proud of them and Coach Moore.”
 “This competition marks the end of a fantastic year,” 
Moore said.  “Not only have the girls achieved the 
impossible, a national title, but we have developed strong 
friendships that will last a lifetime.  If you would have 
asked anyone at the beginning of the season, a national 
title seemed well out of reach. In fact, many doubted us 
and didn’t believe we could achieve such a goal. However, 
hard work and dedication paid off.  They have set the 
standard for future Laker Girls.”
 The collegiate national championships were being held 
alongside the NDA U.S. Championships.  Furtak said the 
Laker Girls used the collegiate dancers for inspiration.  “I 
think it established a challenge for us and we tried our 
best to look like them and perform at their level,” she said. 
“We used them for inspiration. We all admire their
work ethic and their passion for dancing.”
 According to Moore, the Laker Girls’ score would have 
put them in third-place in the collegiate nationals.
 “I am very grateful for this opportunity,” Furtak said. 
“We’ve all been working hard all year to look good, 
so it felt amazing when they announced us as national 
champions.”
 At AmeriDance Incorporated competition in Novem-
ber, the RLC gals were first in the Open Division, won the
“Best Dance” Award and were named Grand Champions.
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Male netters, now history, dominated leagues in early days
 Â  MEN’S TENNIS.

both David Patton, the full-time Director of Media Services, 
and Jim Waugh, Men’s Basketball Coach and A.D.
 Patton’s ’78-79 squad competed for the first time as a
team at state, with Tim Morris and Bret Braden teaming 
to win their first-round match in No. 1 Doubles.
 Waugh’s team the following season went 15-3, with two 
losses by 5-4 scores to Lincoln Trail, won the SICC behind 
singles players Morris (No. 1), Braden (No. 2), Perry Draper 
(No. 4) and Brian Chandler (No. 5) and the winning No. 2 
doubles duo of Bart Draper and Chandler.
 Coach A.W. Speake ruled the next three seasons, as did 
his teams, with the 1980-81 team going undefeated in the 
SICC, 12-4 overall and taking second in Section IV.
 Speake’s next two teams also went unbeaten in league 
play, the first in the SICC.  Depth helped the Warriors win 
Section IV honors in ’81-82, with wins at Nos. 3-5 (Gary 
McFarland, Tim McKinney and Brian Fuller) and doubles 
with McFarland-Yale Reynolds (No. 2) and McKinney-Nick 
Myers (No. 3).  RLC was 11th at state, thanks to wins by 
Rusty Cummings (No. 1), McKinney and Cummings-
Fuller (No. 1).  GRAC honors in ’82-83 went to champions 
Cummings and Dave Junkins (1-2) and Tracy Harriss, 
Mark Flota and McKinney (4-6);  also, Cummings-Harriss, 
Junkins-Cecil Brown and Flota-McKinney (1-3) in doubles.  

  

 A Men’s Tennis Team representing Rend Lake College 
has been nonexistent since 2001-02.  Before that, Warrior 
netters experienced two distinct histories with varied results.

RLC Men’s Tennis I more often than not dominated 
the Southern Illinois College Conference between 1975-76,
when the first team assembled advanced its two top players 
to the Region IV (state) Finals, and when the program was 
eliminated along with Volleyball and Golf for financial 
reasons following a 1982-83 campaign in which the Rend 
Lakers were 14-3 and claimed five of six singles berths and 
all three doubles entries on the first All-GRAC squad.
 Administrators were forced to make some vocational 
program cuts due to a budget crunch for the coming year 
and felt obliged to trim the athletic budget to demonstrate 
necessary savings measures were across the board.
 Reinvented a dozen years later, the RLC Men’s Tennis 
Team II never reached the glory years of seasons past.  The 
Warriors between 1995-96 and 2001-02 at times struggled 
to field enough players to be competitive.
 When the second coach during that comeback period, 
Kevin Hamilton, submitted his resignation, the program 
was dropped due to a lack of interest in area prospects.
 Health / P.E Instructor Wayne Arnold started the 
program and accompanied his two best players to state in 
Mark Craig and Tom Nance.  The program was successful 
the next few seasons, winning SICC championships under 
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2008-2009
Bethany Kirkpatrick, e s ss- t   a k  (4  )

LeRoy David riffin, e s l   ( 9  )
2007-2008

Renee Ryterski, e s l   (4  )
Elkanah Kibet, e s a k  ss- t   ( 92 )

2006-2007
Shanna Beasley, e s e s  ( 7  )

Jerrod Thomas, Baseball
2005-2006

Lisa Parker, e s e s  (4  )
Kevin Williams, Baseball  ( 7  )

2004-2005
April Gibson, tball  (4  )

Aaron Johnson, Baseball  (  )
2003-2004

Shane Garner, Baseball  e s Basketball
Carissa Hallam, e s e s

2002-2003
Angela Berry, tball
Chris Rich, Baseball

2001-2002
Hayley Simmons, e s e s
Kyle Kirkpatrick, e s Basketball

SCHOLAR-ATHLETE OF YEAR 2000-2001
Hillary Phillips, e s Basketball

Michael Puricelli, e s e s

1999-2000
Rebecca Adams, tball

Kevin Scott, Baseball

1998-1999
Amy Harris, e s e s
Derek Demaret, e s e s

1997-1998
Alisha Logan, e s Basketball

Chris Bernard, Baseball

1996-1997
Jeff Eickhoff, e s l

Jenny Higgerson, e s Basketball

1994-1995
Bryan Drew, e s l

Robyn Houghlan, tball

1993-1994
Brian Kern, Baseball  e s Basketball

Kelley Roy, e s Basketball

1992-1993
Minnette Cunningham, tball

Bruce Johnson, e s Basketball a a e



 2015-2016
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

tball ( 4  , t   at  a  14  tea s e ) 
lle ball ( 9 , t   1 2)
e s l  ( 24 , 1 t   19)

e s e s ( 19 , 2   )
e s l  (  ,   )

 2014-2015
Softball  ~

a  a e ll s t     t    22 seas s
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

e s e s ( 7 , 2   2 ) 
tball ( 4  , 11t   12 )

lle ball ( 4 , t -t e   )

 2013-2014
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

tball ( 1 , 2 t -t e   12 )
e s e s ( 2  , 2 t   27)

e s l  ( 19 , 1 t -t e  ) 
lle ball ( 12 , 72 -t e  9 )
e s l  ( 7 , 1 t -t e  1 )

 2012-2013
Men’s Basketball  ~
 s   at al a

( -  e  -   st t 1  a )
Wrestling  ~

t ,  a s s
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

tball (  , 2   9 )
lle ball ( 24 , 44t   9)

e s e s ( 12 , 2   )
e s l  ( 11 , 14t   1 )

Baseball ( 2 , 4 -t e  4 )

 2011-2012
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

,  a s s
Women’s Golf  ~

e   a  (9t ,  a s s)
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

9t ,  a s s
Men’s Basketball  ~

s   e  -   st t 1  a
( st  at al a e t a ea a e)
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

lle ball ( 42 , 12t -t e  7  tea s)
e s e s ( 1 , 1 t   29)
tball ( 2  , 7t -t e  9 )

e s l  ( 1  , 9t   9)

 2010-2011
Wrestling  ~

,  a s s
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
Women’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s) 
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (24t ,  a s s)
Women’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (27t ,  a s s)

Men’s Golf  ~
e   e -

NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~
e s e s ( 42 , t -t e  2 )
lle ball ( 29 , 27t -t e  2)

tball ( 2  , 17t -t e  71)
e s l  ( 1  , 9t   12)

e s e  ( 12 , 2   )
Baseball ( 7 , 1 t -t e  2 )

estl  (2 9  ,  t   29)

 2009-2010
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

 at al a  (1st, e  )
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
Women’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
Women’s Golf  ~

e   e -  ( t ,  a s s) 
Women’s Cross-Country  ~

e   a  (7t ,  a s s)
Men’s Golf  ~

e   e -  (9t ,  a s s)
Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (1 t ,  a s s)
Softball  ~

a  a e ll s t     7 t    17 seas s
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

lle ball ( 4  , 11t   )
e s e s (  )

tball ( 2  )
a e ea  ( 19 )

e s l  ( 12 )
e s Basketball (  )

 2008-2009
Women’s Cross-Country  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
t  kl    ss sta t a   t e ea  

Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~
e   a  ( ,  a s s)

Men’s Cross-Country  ~
e   a  (4t ,  a s s)

Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~
e   a  (4t ,  a s s)

Women’s Golf  ~
e   a  ( t ,  a s s)

   e   a   t e ea
Women’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (7t ,  a s s)
t  kl    ss sta t a   t e ea  
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

e s  ss- t  (  , 2   17)
e s ss- t  ( 29 , 1st-t e  )

 2007-2008
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

 s   at al a  (1st, e  )
B e t a   e s  a k a  el  a   t e eet

WARRIOR / LADY WARRIOR TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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a e t   e   a   t e ea
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (12t ,  a s s)
Women’s Tennis  ~

e   a  (a a e  t   a s s)
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

e s e s ( 7  , 2   at  t  19 tea s)
e s l  ( 4  , t   9)

e s Basketball (  , 9t -t e  )
ss- t  ( 11 , t   9)

lle ball (  , t -t e  4 )
tball ( 4 , 44t -t e  1)

 2004-2005
Men’s Golf  ~

 -  a s  e -  ( , e  )
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

 a s  e -  (1st, e   s )
B e t a    a   t e ea

Men’s Cross-Country  ~
e   a  ( ,  a s s)

Women’s Golf  ~
e   a  (4t ,  a s s)

   e   a   t e ea
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

t ,  at al a s s
Softball  ~

a  a e ll s t     t    12 seas s
( , 7-  s  e e s  a s  a  11, 2 )

NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~
e s e s ( 1 , 1st  at  t  12 tea s)

tball ( 4  , 4t  t e  44)
e s l  (  , 4t   1 )

e s Basketball ( 2 , 1 t   2)
lle ball ( 27 , 21st  42)

e s Basketball (  , t   )

 2003-2004
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

 s   at al a  (1st, e   - )
B e t a    -  a   t e ea

Women’s Golf  ~
e   a  ( t ,  a s s)

   e   a   t e ea
Women’s Tennis  ~

e   e -  (a a e  t   -  a s s)
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

t ,  at al a s s

 2002-2003
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

 s   at al a  (1st, e   - )
B e t a    -  a   t e ea

Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~
 a s  at al e -  (1st, e  )

Women’s Tennis  ~
e   a  (a a e  t   -  a s s)

Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~
7t ,  at al a s s

 2001-2002
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

Women’s Indoor Track and Field  ~
 s   at al a  (1st, e  )

e  e s   a   ea   e s a   eet
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( ,  a s s)
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

e   a  (4t ,  a s s)
Women’s Golf  ~

e   a  (7t ,  a s s)
   e   a   t e ea
Women’s Cross-Country  ~

e   a  (9t ,  a s s)
Men’s Golf  ~

e   e -  (1 t ,  a s s)
Baseball  ~

e   a  ( t e  st t te e al e - )
 t e   e   a   t e ea

NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~
e s l  ( 41 , t   at  t  9 tea s)

e s ss- t  ( 2  , 14t   2 )
e s a k a  el  ( 2  , 4t     a es ss at )

 2006-2007
Men’s Cross-Country  ~

 s   at al a  (1st, e  )
Laker Girls Dance Team  ~

at al a  ( at al a e ss   a s s)
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~
 a s  e -  (1st, e  )
Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  (4t -t e,  a s s)
Women’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
a  l eta  e   a   t e ea
Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~

e   a  ( t ,  a s s)
ke ee   ss sta t a   t e ea

Women’s Indoor Track and Field  ~
 a s , 12t -t e

Women’s Tennis  ~
e   e -  (a a e  t   -  a s s)

Softball  ~
e   a e t e -  ( 7-24)

a  a e ll s t     t    14 seas s
Women’s Basketball  ~

e   a e t e -
NJCAA Academic Teams of the Year  ~

e s e s          e s l

 2005-2006
Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~

 a s  e -  (1st, e   s )
B e t a    a   t e ea

Men’s Cross-Country  ~
e   a  ( ,  a s s)

Women’s Golf  ~
e   a  ( t ,  a s s)

a  l eta  e   a   t e ea
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  (1 t ,  -  a s s)



98 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

 s   at al a  (1st, e  )
B e t a    -  a   t e ea

Women’s Tennis  ~
e   e -  (a a e  t   -  a s s)

Men’s Golf  ~
e   e -  (1 t ,  -  a s s)

Women’s Golf  ~
e   e -  (1 t ,  a s s)

Men’s Indoor Track and Field  ~
e   a  (1 t ,  a s s)

Men’s Outdoor Track and Field  ~
e   a

 2000-2001
Men’s Cross-Country  ~ 

7t ,  s   a s s
Women’s Golf  ~

e   a  (7t ,  a s s)
   e   a   t e ea

Men’s Golf  ~
e   a  (1 t ,  -  a s s)

a e t   e   a   t e ea

 1999-2000
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  -  a s s)
a e t   e   a   t e ea

Women’s Golf  ~
e   a  ( t ,  a s s)

   e   a   t e ea
Softball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e - a  (12-2)
a e ll s t    - a   t e ea

 1998-1999
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  -  a s s)
a e t   e   a   t e ea

Baseball  ~
e   a  (a a e  t  t e  st t) ( 7-22)

 a bell  e   a   t e ea 
 1997-1998
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  -  a s s)
a e t   e   a   t e ea

 1996-1997
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( t ,  -  a s s)
a e t   e   a   t e ea

Baseball  ~
e   a  (a a e  t  eat akes st t) ( 9-19)

 a bell  e   a   t e ea
Women’s Basketball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e - a

 1995-1996
Men’s Golf  ~

e   a  ( ,  -  a s s)
a e t   e   a   t e ea

Softball  ~
9t ,  ast- t  a s s (4 -21)  (1st, e  )

a e ll s t   e   a   t e ea

Women’s Basketball  ~
e essel  eat e s t let  e e e a   ea

 1994-1995
Men’s Golf  ~

 -  a s  e -   ( e   a )
a e t   e   a   t e ea

 1993-1994
Softball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e a  (1 -1)
a e ll s t    a   t e ea

 1990-1991
Men’s Basketball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e - a  (11- )
t  ask s   - a   t e ea

 1988-1989
Men’s Basketball  ~

e   a  (l st te - e  la ) (29- )
eat e s t let  e e e a  (1 - )

t  ask s   a   t e ea

 1987-1988
Baseball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e a  (2 -7)
a l a s   a   t e ea

 1986-1987
Women’s Basketball  ~

 a   eat e s t let  e e e a   ea

 1985-1986
Baseball  ~

e   a  ( eat akes st t e - ) ( 2-2 )
 a  (2 - )  •  a l a s   a   t e ea

 1983-1984
Baseball  ~

eat e s t let  e e e a  (1 - )

 1981-1982
Men’s Basketball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e - a  ( -2)

 1980-1981
Softball  ~

, e   ( tate) a e t (2 - )

 1979-1980
Baseball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e a  (41-19 e all)
Softball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e - a  (1 -  e all)

 1976-1977
Men’s Basketball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e - a  ( -4)

 1973-1974
Baseball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e a  ( 2-  e all)
a ke   2  e   ( tate) a   2  at all

 1972-1973
Men’s Basketball  ~  

t e  ll s lle e e e e a  (7-1)
Baseball  ~

t e  ll s lle e e e e a

WARRIOR / LADY WARRIOR TEAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS  (CONT.)



 2015-2016
Breya Cooper, tball ( -  a  l te tte  a  - e  , 4 9)
Danielle Bruns, lle ball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Denise Bruns, lle ball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )

Sara Dixon, tball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Nicholas Marlo, e s Basketball ( a le - a  elle e, 4  )

Dana Rubenacker, B BB ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Taylor Aldridge, e s l  ( e  a e , 9  )

Megan Rubenacker, B ( e  a e  e e e t, 9 )
Hannah Carbonaro, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 4 )

Derek Novsek, e s Basketball ( e  a e ,  )
Jordyn Wieland, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 2 )
Nichole Alcorn, lle ball ( e  a e  e e e t, 1 )

Kaitlyn Jones, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 1 )
Zachary Brookman, Baseball ( e  a e  e e e t,  )

Emily Green, lle ball ( e  a e  e e e t,  )
Katie Titzer, e s e s ( e la  a e , 77 )

Tori Pasley, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 74 )
Ashley West, e s e s ( e la  a e , 74 )

Jerrica Money, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 72 )
Ryann French, lle ball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 4 )
Megan Rudolphi, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t,  )
Meagan Moon, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t,  )

 2014-2015
Alex King, e s  a k  el  (  , 2 )

Matt reenfield, l  a es ss   st- ea  -  ll- e a
Danielle Bruns, lle ball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Denise Bruns, lle ball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )

Sara Dixon, tball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Evelyn Mendez, e s e s ( a le a  - a  , 4  )

Ellie Sigman, e s ss- t  ( e  a  e e e t, 9  )
Summer Karch, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 94 )
Kaitlyn Jones, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 9  )

Emily Green, lle ball ( e  a  e e e t,  )
Marisa Uhls, e s e s ( e  a e  e e e t,  )
Sydney Crews, lle ball- e s ( e  a  e e e t, 7  )

Emily Culbreth,  e s ( e la  a  e e e t,  ) 
Joseph McDaniel, e s a k el  ( e la  a  e e e t,  ) 

Kayla Piersol, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t,  ) 

 2013-2014
Abbie Lehman, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 9  )
Fallon Clayton, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 1 )
Haley Miller, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 7  ) 

Travis Waninger, e s l  ( e la  a e  e e e t, 9 )

 2012-2013
Justin Cash, estl  (1 7 , 1st)

Juan Stimpson, estl  (1 , t )
Eric Tozzi, estl  (141 , t )

4 x 800M Relay Team, e s  a k  el  (1st)
(Dameon Morgan, Maurice Sapp, Tivo Rivera & Holland Sherrer)

Fred Roberts, e s  a k  el  (  les, )
Dameon Morgan, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Maurice Sapp, e s  a k  el  ( , t )
Cortez Macklin, e - ea  -  e s Basketball

Shon Kyle, e s t  a k  el  ( , 4t   s s, t   , t )
Jeff Stewart, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, t )

Emily Cripps, tball ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Jennifer Moeller, lle ball-  B-ball ( a le a  - a  , 4  )

Bronson Verhines, e s Basketball ( e  a  e e e t, 9  )
Dennis Froemling, e s Basketball ( e  a e , 9  )
Molly Whaley, tball ( e  a e  e e e t, 91 )

Jesse Smith, e s Basketball ( e  a e  e e e t, 9 )
Megan Wren, lle ball ( e  a e  e e e t,  )
Taylor Cheek, tball ( e  a e  e e e t,  )

Jason O’Brien, Baseball ( e  a e  e e e t,  )
Taylor Cicardi, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 7  ) 

Cheyenne Morgan, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 7  ) 
Jeff Stewart, e s a k el  ( e la  a e  e e e t, 71 ) 
Lindsey Winter, lle ball ( e la  a e  e e e t,  )
Travis Waninger, e s l  ( e la  a e  e e e t,  )
Chandra Weddle, e s l  ( e la  a  e e e t,  )
Bronson Verhines,  -  e s Basketball at al a e t 

Jeril Taylor,  -  e s Basketball ll- at al a e t ea
Cortez Macklin,  -  e s Basketball ll- at al a e t ea
Dawson Verhines,  -  e s B-ball  ts a s  a

 2011-2012
Oshea Smith-Traylor, estl  (1 , t )

Demarcus Brooks, e s  a k  el  ( , 1st   2 , )
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s  a k  el  (1st)

(Tivo Rivera, Holland Sherrer, Maurice Sapp & Dameon Morgan)
Micah Washington, e s  a k  el  (  , 2   , t )

Shon Kyle, e s  a k  el  ( e t , 2 )
Fred Roberts, e s  a k  el  (  les, )

Jeff Stewart, e s  a k  el  ( t t, 4t )
Tremaine Gordon, e s  a k  el  ( , 7t )

Chris James, e s  a k  el  (  les, 7t )
TeNale Roland, e - ea  -  e s Basketball

Shon Kyle, e s t  a k  el  ( s s,   , 4t   , 7t )
Demarcus Brooks, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 4t )
Tremaine Gordon, e s t  a k  el  (1 , t )

Fred Roberts, e s t  a k  el  (11  les, t )
Jeff Stewart, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, t )

Hannah Gill, e s l  ( a le a  - a  elle e, 4  )
Greg Guest, Baseball ( a le a  - a e  elle e, 4  )
Kylie Pickel, e s e s ( e  a  e e e t,  )

Ashley Slack, lle ball-  B-ball ( e  a  e e e t,  )
Megan Wren, lle ball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 77 ) 
Chelsea Steele, tball ( e la  a e  e e e t, 71 ) 
Josh Harp, e s l  ( e la  a e  e e e t, 1 )

 2010-2011
Tyler Holloway, estl  (1 , 1st)
Isaiah Williams, estl  (1 , 1st)

Austin Moorehead, estl  (1 4 , 2 )
Detoreious Prayther, estl  (12 , t )

Dushane Farrier, e s  a k  el  ( , 2   2 , 4t )
Zach Riley, e s  a k  el  (  , 2 )

Reginald Warren Jr., e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )
Terrance Livingston, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Tremaine Gordon, e s  a k  el  (2 , 7t )
Dennis Bain, e s  a k  el  (  les, t )
Ryan Hershner, e s  a k  el  (1 , t )

Terry Hodges, e s  a k  el  ( le , t )
Sammie Grove, e s  a k  el  ( , 7t )

Matt Walton, st- ea  e s l  ( t )
Zach Riley, e s t  a k  el  (  , 1st)
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (1st)

(Ryan Hershner, Hunter Heaton, Terrance Livingston & Reginald Warren Jr.)

REND LAKE COLLEGE ALL-AMERICA DISTINCTION
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DuShane Farrier, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 4t   2 , t )
Reginald Warren Jr., e s t  a k  el  ( , t )
Dennis Bain, e s t  a k  el  (11  les, t )

Nichole Bressner, e s t  a k  el  ( le a lt, t )
Kyle Martin, e s Basketball ( e  a e , 9  )

Kaitlynn Sater, tball ( e  a e , 7 )
Leah Exmeyer, tball ( e  a e ,  )

Bethany Toms, e s e s ( e la  a e , 7  )
Gavin Petrea, Baseball ( e la  a e , 71 )

Joel Harrison, e s e  ( e la  a e , 9 )
Miranda Bunge, lle ball  ( e la  a e ,  )

Zach LaBuwi, Baseball ( e la  a e ,  )
Chris Parris, estl  (  a e , 9 )

Walter Eiskant, estl  (  a e ,  ) 
Zach Riley, e s t  el  t lete  eet (7-   )

 2009-2010
Stephen Sambu, st- ea  e s ss- t  (1st)
Dey Tuach Dey, - ea  e s ss- t  (11t )
Matthew Kotut, - ea  e s ss- t  (1 t )

Julia Sambu, e - ea  e s ss- t  ( t )
Sarah Kimaiyo, - ea  e s ss- t  (1 t )

Stephen Sambu, e s     ( , 1st  , 1st   le, 2 )
Michael Hartfield, e s     (  , 1st  le , 4t )

J’Vente Devaeux, e s  a k  el  ( le , 1st)
Jarius Gibson, e s  a k  el  ( , 1st)

Reginald Warren Jr., e s  a k  el  ( , 2 )
4 x 400M Relay Team, e s  a k  el  (2 )

(Andrew Hendrix, Jarius Gibson, Raymond Eurie, Reginald Warren Jr.)
Matthew Kotut, e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )

Zachary Russell-Ford, e s  a k  el  ( t t, 4t )
Damian Johnson, e s  a k  el  (  , t )
Sadric Cherfils, e s  a k  el  ( le , t )
Cameron Fox, e s  a k  el  (  , t )

Leonardo Seymore, e s  a k  el  (2 , t )
Raymond Eurie, e s  a k  el  (4 , 7t )

Dennis Bain, e s  a k  el  (  les, t )
James Grantham, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Julia Sambu, e s     ( , 1st  , 2  le, 4t )
Sarah Kimaiyo, e s  a k  el  ( le,  , )

Nichole Bressner, e s  a k  el  ( le a lt, )
Roshane Boreland, e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )

Lilian Lagat, e s  a k  el  ( , t )
Eric Ellington, estl  (1 , 2   7-14 a ee )

Jared Harp, st- ea  e s l  ( )
Stephen Sambu, e s t  a k  el  ( , 1st  1 , 1st)
Matthew Kotut, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 4t   , t )

Leonardo Seymore, e s t  a k  el  (2 , 4t )
Cameron Fox, e s t  a k  el  (  , 4t )

Dushane Farrier, e s t  a k  el  (2 , t   1 , t )
Zach Russell-Ford, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, t )
Dennis Bain, e s t  a k  el  (11  les, t )
Reginald Warren Jr., e s t  a k  el  ( , 7t )

Damion Johnson, e s t  a k  el  (  , t )
Sarah Kimaiyo, e s t  a k  el  (1 , )

Lilian Lagat, e s t  a k  el  ( , 4t   1 , 4t )
Nichole Bressner, e s t  a k  el  ( le a lt, t )

Roshane Boreland, e s t  a k  el  ( , 7t )
Shelby Campbell, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, t )

Mary Wojtowicz, tball ( st s e  a e , 4  )

Sotiris Psyrris, e s Basketball ( st s e  a e , 7 ) 
Tyler McKibben, e s e  ( st s e  a e ,  ) 

Jordan Short, lle ball ( st s e  a e ,  ) 
Nicole Rhein, tball ( st s e  a e , 1 )

Kassandra Korte, tball ( a e , 72 )
Jared Harp, e s l  ( a e , 71 )

 2008-2009
Stephen Sambu, st- ea  e s ss- t  (1st)
Dey Tuach Dey, - ea  e s ss- t  (11t )
Sarah Kimaiyo, st- ea  e s ss- t  ( )
Lillian Lagat, - ea  e s ss- t  (12t )

Cory Holman, e s  a k  el  ( e tat l , 1st - 
,  ,  a     , 1st    les, t )

Stephen Sambu, e s     ( , 1st   ,   le, t )
Ryan Bailey, e s  a k  el  (  as , 1st   2 , t )

Dey Tuach Dey, e s     ( , 2   1 , t   le, 7t )
Peter Sigilai, e s  a k  el  (1 ,   , 7t )

Tyler Sipes, e s  a k  el  (  les, 4t )
Jarius Gibson, e s  a k  el  (  , 4t )

Matthew Kotut, e s  a k  el  ( , t )
Darren Patterson, e s  a k  el  (2 , t )

Michael Hartfield, e s  a k  el  ( le , t )
Willis Gragg, e s  a k  el  ( le , t )

Vasity Chemweno, e s     (1 , 2   , t )
Ashley Holmes, e s  a k  el  ( ,   , t )

Sarah Kimaiyo, e s  a k  el  (1 , 4t   le, t )
Yolanda King, e s  a k  el  (4 , 7t )

Roshane Boreland, e s  a k  el  (1 , t )
Eric Ellington, estl  (1 , )

Matt “Bubba” McLaughlin, estl  ( ea e t, t )
LeRoy David riffin, st- ea  e s l  (1st)

Amanda Buchanan, st- ea  e s l  ( t )
Stephen Sambu, e s t  a k  el  ( , 1st  1 , 1st)

Ryan Bailey, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 1st   2 , 2 )
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (1st)
(Peter Sigilai, Dey Tuach, James Grantham & Sambu)

4 x 100M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (2 )
(Josh Donald, Bailey, LaShawn Butler & Darren Patterson)

Michael Hartfield, e s t  a k  el  ( ,   , t )
Dey Tuach, e s t  a k  el  (1 ,   , t )

LaShawn Butler, e s t  a k  el  (2 , 7t )
Matthew Kotut, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 7t )

Jarius Gibson, e s t  a k  el  (  , 7t )
Ashley Holmes, e s t     ( s s, 1st   , 2   , t )

Jessica Merriweather, e s t     ( , 1st   1 , 4t )
Vasity Chemweno, e s t     (1 , 1st   , 4t )

Roshane Boreland, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 7t )
Sarah Kimaiyo, e s t  a k  el  (1 , t )
Sarah Nolen, e s t  a k  el  (  , t )

Shelby Campbell, e s t  a k  el  ( a e  , t )
Bethany Kirkpatrick, - t   a k ( st s e  a , 4  )
LeRoy David riffin, e s l  ( st s e  a e , 9  )

Ryan Keller, e s l  ( st s e  a e , 92 )
Mallory Choate, e s l  ( st s e  a e , 4 )

Rachel Keim, e s l  ( st s e  a e ,  )
Michelle Kramper, lle ball ( a e , 7  ) 

Cory Holman, e s  a k  el  t lete  t e eet
Stephen Sambu, e s t  a k  el  - a k t lete  eet
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 2007-2008
Ben Cheruiyot, st- ea  e s ss- t  (1st)

Pasca Cheruiyot, st- ea  e s ss- t  (1st)
Elkanah Kibet, st- ea  e s ss- t  ( t )

Boaz Lalang,  a k  el  ( , 1st  1 , 1st  le, 1st)
Elkanah Kibet,     ( , 1st   le, 2   , 2 )
Cory Holman, e s     ( e t , 1st   , 4t   , t )
Distance Medley Relay Team, e s  a k  el  (1st)

(Ben Cheruiyot, Travis Taylor, Aaron Dixon & Boaz Lalang)
Ben Cheruiyot, e s  a k  el  ( , 2 )
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s  a k  el  (2 )

(Robert Kapsoiya, Travis White, Jeremy Whitaker & Aaron Dixon)
Raymon Parker, e s  a k  el  (2 ,   , t )
Aaron Dixon, e s  a k  el  (1 , 4t   , t )

Travis Taylor, e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )
Markus McCown, e s  a k  el  ( t t, 4t )

Andre Townsend, e s  a k  el  (  les, t )
James Freeman, e s  a k  el  ( t t, t )

Pasca Cheruiyot, e s  a k  el  
( le, 1st   , 1st   , 1st   1 , 2 )

Jessica Merriweather, e s     ( , 1st   e t , 1st)
Kim Beardwood, e s  a k  el  ( , 1st)

Karmyn Clark, e s  a k  el  ( e t , 1st)
Yolanda King, e s  a k  el  (4 , 2 )

Ryan Sanders, e s  a k  el  ( e tat l , )
Nikura Walls, e s     ( , 4t  1 , t )

Ashley Harris, e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )
Brittney Castleberry, e s     (  les, 4t )
Ashley Holms, e s     ( , t   t t, 7t )

Omni Wansley, e s  a k  el  ( , t )
Jennifer Tanui, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Aaron Jones, estl  (197 , t )
Matt “Bubba” McLaughlin, estl  ( ea e t, t )

Boaz Lalang, e s t  a k  el  ( , 1st  1 , 1st)
  t e  1 4  st ll a ks as  -  e  as  2 12

Elkanah Kibet, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 1st  , )
Cory Holman, e s t  a k  el  (11  les, )

Peter Sigilai, e s t  a k  el  (1 , t  , t )
Raymon Parker, e s t  a k  el  (1 , t  , t )

James Freeman, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, t )
Darryl Jenkins, e s t  a k  el  (2 , t )

Jeremy Whitaker, e s t     (  tee le ase, t )
Andre Townsend, e s t  a k  el  (11  les, 7t )
Pasca Cheruiyot, e s t     ( , 1st  1 , 1st)

Jessica Merriweather,     ( ,1st  ,  e t , t  1  , t )
Karmyn Clark, e s t     ( a e , 1st  , t  , 7t )
Ashley Holms, e s t  a k  el  ( , 4t  s s, 4t )

Kim Beardwood, e s t  a k  el  ( , t )
Yolanda King, e s t  a k  el  (4 , t )

Nikura Walls, e s t     (  tee le ase, t )
Ryan Sanders, e s t  a k  el  ( e t , t  , t )

Jennifer Tanui, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 7t )
Aaron Jones, estl  ( st s e  a e , 4  )

Bethany Kirkpatrick, e s ss- t  ( st  a e , 4  )
Renee Ryterski, e s l  ( st s e  a e , 4  )

Kala Seiler, tball ( st s e  a e , 4  )
Elkanah Kibet, ss- t   a k ( st s e  a e , 92)

Hannah Keeney, tball ( a e , 7  )
Audrey Gillespie, e s e s ( a e ,  )

Derek Holt, estl  ( a e )
Jimmy Perez, estl  ( a e )

Bailey Bunyan, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )
Ben Cheruiyot, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )

Robert Kapsoiyo, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )
Boaz Lalang, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )

Darren Patterson, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )
Peter Sigilai, e s a k a  el  ( a e   a es ss )
Boaz Lalang, e ese te  at e e a  2  Be  l s

   ste  astest lle ate t es    all le els     le 
( 4  tat al le at   ka sas s  te) a    
Jessica Merriweather, al e   l   a s s  l

 B s , la  t      eet 1 2   (1  ete s)
at e - e   1 7- ete  el  e t  t ake l  s als

 2006-2007
Elkanah Kibet, st- ea  e s ss- t  ( )

Steeve Gabart, e - ea  e s ss- t  (9t )
Cory Currie, - ea  e s ss- t  (11t )

Kyle Cash, e s ss- t  (19t  )
Keenan Hall, e s  a k  el  ( e tat l , 1st    , )

Adrian Wiltshire, e s  a k  el  (  , 1st)
Elkanah Kibet, e s  a k ( ,   ,   le, 4t )
Seth Major, e s  a k  el  ( t t,   t  , t )

Travis White, e s  a k  el  ( , )
Cory  Currie, e s  a k  el  ( , 4t )

Tommy Bryan III, e s  a k  el  ( e tat l , t )
Dwayne Brisco, e s  a k  el  ( e t , t )

Chris Rengifo, e s  a k  el  ( le, 7t )
Kyle Cash, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Kimmy Reed, e s  a k  el  ( t t, 1st)
Karmyn Clark, e s  a k  el  ( t t, t )
Kim Beardwood, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Courtney Ware, e s  a k  el  ( , 7t   2 , t )
4 x 400M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (1st)

(Travis White, Justin Terry, Darryl Jenkins & Alphonso Shepherd)
Seth Major, e s t  a k  el  ( t t, 2 )

Tyyon Neal, e s t  a k  el  (11   les, 2 )
Elkanah Kibet, e s t  a k  el  ( ,  1 , )

Justin Terry, e s t  a k  el  (4 , 4t   2 , t )
Travis White, e s t  a k  el  ( , 4t )

Tommy Bryan III, e s t  a k  el  (  , 7t )
Pasca Cheruiyot, e s t  a k (1 , 2  ,  1 , )
Kimmy Reed, e s t  el  ( , 2  a e  , 4t )

Karmyn Clark, e s t  el  ( a e , t  , 7t  s s, 7t )
Ryan Sanders, e s t  a k (1  les, t  4  , 7t )

Elkanah Kibet, e s ss- t  ( st s e  a e , 4  )
Elkanah Kibet, e s a k  el  ( a e , 1 )
Shanna Beasley, e s e s ( a e , 7  )

Hannah Keeney, tball ( a e , 7  )
Seiger Shurtz, e s Basketball ( a e , 4 )

Whitney Luttrell, e s e s ( a e ,  )

 2005-2006
Brett Simon, e - ea  e s ss- t  (1 t )

Kyle Cash, able e t  e s ss- t  (12t )
Brad Middleton, e s ss- t  (29t  )

Rebecca Harris, e s Basketball ( able e t )
Eric Alberter,  a k  el  ( , 1st)

Tommy Bryan III,  a k  el  ( e tat l , 1st)
4000M Distance Medley Relay Team,  a k  el  (1st)

(Chris Rengifo, Anthony Flournoy, Eric Alberter & Brad Middleton)
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4 x 800M Relay Team,  a k  el  (1st)
(Shannon Sherrer, Kurt Heimann, Pat Clark & Eric Alberter)

Calvin Wallace Jr.,  a k  el  (  , 2 )
Courtney Haywood,  a k  el  ( e t , 2 )

Chris Rengifo,  a k  el  (1 ,   le, t )
Kurt Heimann,  a k  el  ( , t )

Dwayne Brisco,  a k  el  ( t t, t )
Shannon Sherrer,  a k  el  ( , t )

Pat Clark,  a k  el  (1 , 9t  )
Adam Major,  a k  el  ( t t, 9t  )
Brad Middleton,  a k  el  ( le, 1 t  )
4 x 800M Relay Team, t  a k  el  (2 )

(Eric Alberter, Pat Clark, Kurt Heimann & Brad Middleton)
Brad Middleton, t  a k  el  (  tee le ase, t )

Adrian Wiltshire, t  a k  el  (  , t )
Dwayne Brisco, t  el  ( a e  , t   t t, 7t )

Courtney Haywood, t  a k  el  ( s s, t )
Tyyon Neal, t  a k  el  (11   les, 7t )

Chris Rengifo, t  a k  el  (1 , 7t )
Megan Hood, - ea  e s l  (12t , t e )

Lisa Parker, e s e s ( st s e  a e , 4  )
Courtney Magness, e s B-ball ( st s e  a e , 9 )
Amanda Hutchcraft, tball ( st s e  a e , 4 )

Kevin Williams, Baseball ( a e , 7  )
Laney Gillespie, e s e s ( a e , 72 )
Brett Simon, e s ss- t  ( a e , 4 )

 2004-2005
Justin Kunz, able e t  e s ss- t  (12t )

Rey Alvarez, e s ss- t  (1 t  )
Tim Clark, e s ss- t  (1 t  )

Jeremy Kunz, e s ss- t  (17t  )
Brett Simon, e s ss- t  (1 t  )

Jason Craig,  a k  el  (4 , 1st  2 , t )
Rey Alvarez,  a k  el  ( , 2  , 7t )

4 x 800M Relay Team,  a k  el  (2 )
(Marcus Walton, Eric Alberter, Kurt Heimann & Aaron Walton)

Distance Medley Relay Team,  a k  el  (2 )
(Brett Simon, Marcus Walton, Eric Alberter & Tim Clark)
Michael Benitez,  a k  el  ( le , 2 )

Justin Kunz,  a k  el  ( ,  , t )
Eric Alberter,  a k  el  ( , )

Brett Simon,  a k  el  ( ,  le, t )
Courtney Haywood,  a k  el  ( e t,  t, t )

Ben Kirkpatrick,  a k  el  ( e t , 4t )
Karlos Kemp,  a k  el  (   les, 4t )

Ron Robert,  a k  el  ( le , t )
Tim Clark,  a k  el  ( le, t  1 , 7t )

Jeremy Kunz,  a k  el  ( , t )
Mike Magers,  a k  el  (   les, t )

Kyle Ogden,  a k  el  ( e t , 7t )
Ed Collins,  a k  el  ( t t, 9t  )

4 x 800M Relay Team, t  a k  el  (1st)
(Marcus Walton, Jason Craig, Tim Clark & Eric Alberter)

Jason Craig, t  a k  el  (4 , 2 )
Eric Alberter, t  a k  el  ( , 2 )

Justin Kunz, t  a k  el  (1 ,  , t )
Brad Middleton, t  a k  el  (  tee le, 4t )

Courtney Haywood, t  a k  el  ( s s, t )
Ben Kirkpatrick, t  a k  el  ( a e  , t )

Tim Clark, t  a k (1 , t   tee le, 7t )
Ed Collins, t  a k  el  ( t t, 7t  a e , 1 t  )
Rey Alvarez, t  a k  el  ( , t  1 , 1 t  )

Marcus Walton, t  a k  el  ( , 1 t  )
Jeremy Alvarez, t  a k  el  (1 , 11t  )

Surita Risseeuw, e - ea  e s l  ( t )
John Singleton, e - ea  e s l  (7t )

April Gibson, tball ( st s e  a e , 4  )
Kyla Parker, e s Basketball ( st s e  a e , 4 )

Lisa Parker, e s e s ( st s e  a e , 4  )
Nicole Adams, e s l  ( st s e  a e , 2 )

Aaron Johnson, Baseball ( st s e  a e ,  )
Stacy White, lle ball ( a e , 7  )

Sam Kleber, e s Basketball ( a e , 7  )
Sarah Dixon, e s e s ( a e , 74 )

Holly Cargal, tball ( a e , 72 )
Brandi Funburg, tball ( a e , 71 )
Brittany Schafer, tball ( a e , 9 )

Sarah Blair, e s e s ( a e , 7 )
Ashley Schaeffer, tball ( a e , 7 )

Justin Kunz, ss- t   a k ( a e ,  )
Keith Scarbrough, e s Basketball ( a e ,  )

 2003-2004
Rey Alvarez, e - ea  -  e s ss- t  ( t )
Justin Kunz, e - ea  -  e s ss- t  (7t )
Tim Clark, e - ea  -  e s ss- t  (9t )

Ricky Alvarez, e - ea  -  e s ss- t  (1 t )
Thomas Mc uade, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (11t )

Justin Crain, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (1 t )
Jeremy Kunz, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (1 t )

Jason Craig,  a k a  el  (2 , 2   4 , t )
Corey Dowden,   ( le , 2   , t   , t )
Marcus Lesley,  a k  el  (   les, 2 )
Distance Medley Relay Team,  a k  el  (2 )
(Tim Clark, Jerry Mims, Marcus Walton & Ricky Alvarez)

Dante Phillips,  a k  el  (4 , 4t   2 , t )
Rey Alvarez,  a k  el  ( , 4t   , 1 t  )

Will Henderson,  a k  el  ( le , 4t )
Nick Diel,  a k  el  ( e t , t   t, t )

Tim Clark,  a k  el  (1 , t   le, 1 t  )
Justin Kunz,  a k  el  ( , t )

Mike Petrone,  a k  el  (  , t )
Howard Harper,  a k  el  (   les, 7t )

Kyle Sergent,  a k  el  ( le , 9t  )
Ricky Alvarez,  a k  el  ( le, 11t   , 11t  )

Corey Dowden, t     ( le , 1st   , t   , 7t )
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (2 )

(Tim Clark, Ricky Alvarez, Travis McCollum & Marcus Walton)
Tim Clark, t  a k  el  (1 , 4t )

Marcus Lesley, e s t  a k  el  (11  , 4t )
Rey Alvarez, t  a k  el  ( , t   1 , t )

Justin Kunz, t  a k  el  (1 , 7t   , 11t  )
Marcus Walton, t  a k  el  ( , 7t )
Ricky Alvarez, t  a k  el  (1 , t )

Nick Diel, t  a k  el  ( a e  , t )
Jeremy Kunz, t  a k  el  (1 , 9t  )

Chris Herren, t  a k  el  (  tee le, 9t  )
Danielle Kaufman, - ea  e s l  (12t )
Mia van Rooyen, - ea  e s l  (14t )
Shane Garner, Basketball  Baseball ( a e )
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Alicia Hutchings, e s l  ( a e )
Justin Crain, e s ss- t  ( a e )
Jeremy Kunz, e s ss- t  ( a e )
Bryce Smith, e s ss- t  ( a e )

Jason Craig, a  t  le  ( 4 )   4  4  ela  ea
t at set  l  e   1 9 at 1 t  te at al ss at

 t let s e e at  l   a s   tal , l  2 4

 2002-2003
Ian Hornabrook, st- ea  -  e s ss- t  (1st)

Thomas Mc uade, st- ea  -  e s ss- t  ( )
Rob Duncan, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (17t )
Justin Crain, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (1 t )
Todd Green, e s  a k  el  (  , 1st)

Ian Hornabrook, e s  a k ( , 2   le, )
Rob Duncan, e s  a k (1 , 2   le, 4t )
Marcus Lewis, e s  a k (2 , 2   , t )
Rusty Millenbine, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Corey Dowden, e s  a k  el  ( le , t )
Darrell Fickas, e s  a k  el  ( , t )

Ian Hornabrook, t  a k el  (  tee le ase, 2 )
4 x 800M Relay Team, e s t  a k  el  (2 )

(Robert Duncan, Ian Hornabrook, Darrell Fickas & Rusty Millenbine)
Corey Dowden, t  a k el  ( le ,    , t )

Todd Green, e s t  a k  el  (  , t )
Rob Duncan, t  a k (1 , t , 1st   , 1 t  )

Justin Crain, e s t  a k (1 , , 12t   t  e a   )
Chad Cooper, - ea  e s l  (12t )
Carrie Paul, - ea  e s l  (17t )

Angela Berry, tball ( a e )
Justin Crain, e s t  a k  el  ( a e )

 2001-2002
Ian Hornabrook, st- ea  -  e s ss- t  (1st)

David Diaz, st- ea  -  e s ss- t  ( )
Daniel Nalley, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (11t )
Will Siemers, - ea  -  e s ss- t  (14t )
Distance Medley Relay, e s  a k  el  (1st) 

(Rusty Millenbine, Rob Duncan, Santos Gonzalez & Ian Hornabrook)
Ian Hornabrook, e s  a k  el  ( le, )

Todd Green, e s  a k  el  (  , t )
Rob Duncan, e s  a k  el  (1 , t )

Todd Green, e s t  a k  el  (  , )
Rob Duncan, e s t  a k  el  (1 , 11t  )

Mike Breyman, e - ea  Baseball
Anna Dow, e s e s ( st s e  a e )

Roberta Sentel, e s l  ( st s e  a e )
Hayley Simmons, e s e s ( st s e  a e )

Kyle Kirkpatrick, e s Basketball ( a e )
Amy Murphy, tball  e s Basketball ( a e )

Erica Smith, tball ( a e )

 2000-2001
Francisco Tomas, st- ea  -  e s ss- t

Andy Teslow, e - ea  -  e s l
Meredith Ramsey, - ea  tball

Amy Gulley, tball ( a e )
Traci Helmer, tball ( a e )

Hillary Phillips, e s Basketball ( a e )

 1999-2000
Elizabeth Kasey, e - ea  e s l

Rebecca Adams, tball ( st s e  a e )
Cortnie Berry, tball ( a e )

 1998-1999
Jennifer Calandrilla, st- ea  tball

Brian Kolmer, e - ea  -  e s l
Jeremy Reidelberger, e - ea  -  e s l
Heather Cassidy, e s Basketball ( a e )

Jennifer Wren, tball ( a e )

 1997-1998
Dan DeMent, st- ea  Baseball

Dave Bornack, - ea  -  e s l
Alisha Logan, e s Basketball ( a e )

 1996-1997
Jace Bugg, st- ea  -  e s l
Jaymie Cowell, e - ea  tball

Jenny Higgerson, e s Basketball ( a e )
Jace Bugg, ea e  a te al 
  ate  a s , st 1997

 1995-1996
Jaymie Cowell, st- ea  tball

Bryant Lowe, st- ea  -  e s Basketball
Jeremy May, e - ea  -  e s l
J.R. Conkle, e - ea  -  e s l

Nicole Murray, e - ea  tball
Jaymie Cowell, ele te    ll- ta  ea
t  la   199  a a a  te at al a e t

 1994-1995
Matt Armstrong, st- ea  -  e s l

April Long, e - ea  tball
Robyn Houghlan, tball ( st s e  a e )

 1993-1994
Brian Kern, e s Basketball ( st s e  a e )

Brian Laur, e s Basketball ( a e )

 1991-1992
Joni Reid, e - ea  tball

Becky Morgan, tball ( a e , 9 )

 1990-1991
Jason Peters, e s Basketball ( a e )

 1989-1990
Shay Hagel, e s Basketball ( a e , 7 )

 1988-1989
Antwan Stallworth, - ea  e s Basketball

Michelle Stafko, tball ( a e , 4  )
Tricia Kujawa, tball  e s Basketball ( a e , 9 )

Kevin Mitchell, e s Basketball ( a e ,  )

 1987-1988
Chad Stombaugh, e - ea  Baseball

 1986-1987
Jeff Morris, e s Basketball ( e - ea  a e )

 1985-1986
Rick Gaebe, e - ea  Baseball 

 s lle l e   lle e ll- e a

   ss- t  a es ss at  ll- e a l
(  1  e a -b  a t a ts, l   ll- e a s)

   a k a  el  a es ss at  ll- e a
(   e a -b  a t a ts, l   ll- e a s)
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  2015-16
 e  B ,   -1   1  ( a a   e te al )    es  l kes,   

-   17  ( a   l t  )    e e  a kl ,   -   1  ( a k a)   
 elb  a e ,   -   1  ( t  lla    )    t  ,   

-   21  ( e a  a al )    l t a es,   -   1  ( s le   as lle 
)    k a l ,   -1   1  ( esse   )    e ek sek,   -4  17  

( e ,   B s  a e )    ll ess ,   -1   2  (Belle lle  est 
)    a  t ,   -   17  ( a  ast )     as,   -1  

17  ( s lle  a ale )    al l bs,   -   1  ( a a   e te -
al )    a e a ,   -   21  ( a   a e ea e s  at es )   
 e te ll a s,   -1   2  ( a k a)     ke ls ,   -   1  ( t  

e )    a a a att,   -   2  ( a   l t )   ea  a  a  
se   ss sta t  l e   t e t ss sta ts at a  te a  a  Ba ett       

  2014-15
 e  B ,   -1   1  ( a a   e te al )    a  le s, 
  -9  1  ( s lle,   leas e e a k )    a e a s,   -   

21  ( ll e lle,  ( t  )    e  a ,   -2  1  ( a s lle,  
 B sse )    aka  a k s,   -2  17  ( t  e )    l t a es,   
-   1  ( s le   as lle )    es a  s ,   -   24  ( a ks ,  
 t  e )    tla t a t ,   -   17  ( a s lle,   e t al )   

 e ek e t e ,   -   1  ( l b s,   t la  )    e  a , 
  -   17   ( a )    a  e a,   -4  2  ( ea la ,   t e a  t  

)    a  t s,   -   17  ( st ,   a e  )    be t a e , 
  -   21  ( s lle,   )    a  s,   -4  1  ( l b s,  
 t la  )    e ta s ,   -7  19  ( a ks ,   t  e )   

  ll a s,   -   19  ( e s,   e a  )   ea  a  a  
se   ss sta t a   l e   t e t ss sta t a  at a  te       

  2013-14
 a a  k s,   -7  17  ( e e,   t  a  )    est  B lte , 

  -2  19  ( l ss   e  l ss  )    te  B ,   -4  2  
( s lle,   s )    a  le s,   -11  1  ( s lle,   

leas e e a k )     a ett,   -7  21  ( as lle,   a le  
e e s e )    be  sa,   -   1  ( e e,   t  a  

)    e tae al a e,   -7  2  ( t  s,   a le   e ts 
)    B a  s ,   -4  19  ( ast t  s)    a l a ,   -1  1  

( e a  l a )    te  a kl ,   -   17  ( s lle,    )    
a s ll ,   -   1  ( a   s  ast )    e l a l ,   -4  

1  ( s lle,    )    e ale ,   -   1  ( e e s lle, )   
 te  ll a s,   -7  2  ( ast t  s  t s lle  lte at e )    
 t e ,   -   22  ( esse   esse - al e  )   ea  a  a  se   

ss sta t a es  l e , a  a el, a a a  a  a e B       

  2012-13
 el lle ,   -   22  ( tte b , )    e  ala,   -1  17  ( et l s 

 assa  t  )    te  B a t,   -1  17  ( s lle,   ss )   
 t e B a ,   -   19  ( let , )    te  B ,   -4  2  

( s lle,   s )    e s e l ,   -1   1  ( a bell ll  
 )    e l e,   -1  17  ( a e  e ts)    ael a ks ,   

-4  19  ( all )    te  a kl ,   -   17  ( s lle,   leas e e 
a k )    l  leta , -   -4  1  ( a )    esse t ,   -   

1  ( a bell ll   )    e l a l ,   -4  1  ( s lle,    
)    B s  e es,   -7  21  ( la )    a s  e es,   -   

2  ( la )    e ale ,   -7  1  ( e e s lle, )    te  
ll a s,   -7  22  ( ast t  s)   ea  a  a  se   ss sta t a  

 l e   ss sta t a  a  a el   ss sta t a  a a a       

  2011-12
 el lle ,   -   22  ( tte b , )    e  ala,   -1  17  ( et l s 

 assa  t  )    e B l e , -   -4  2  ( a    )   
 e s B ,   -   1 2 ( l   e  )    e  t e ,   -2  1  ( t  

e )    e s e l ,   -11  1  ( a bell ll   )    t s 
,   -  ( a a l s,   ee a    t  e   )     

a e ,   -   2  ( a ell, )    a  s  ,   -4  22  ( est Bl el , 
)    e ale la ,   -1  1  ( s lle,   e  lba , , )    esse 

t ,   -1  1  ( a bell ll   )    a s  e es, -   -   2  
( la )    ee  eeks,   -1  1  ( a )    e k ll a s,   -7  
2  ( t ell , )   ea  a  a  se   ss sta t a   l e   

ss sta t a  a  a el       

  2010-11
 l a  B a le ,   -   19  ( la el a,   l  t e)    e  

B e ,   -   2  ( e a k,   a st )    sa a  a ,   -   19  
( l a )    al k a ,   -   1  ( e ell,   llb k )    a al es, 
  -4  21  ( la el a,   t a be  a s  )    le a t ,   -2  17  

( t  e )    e  e s,   -   14  (Be t )    a es e,   -4  1  
( a es lle,   ake  )    e e se ,   -1  1  ( e et ,  
 e s )    s a e s,   -2  1  (Bell   s  ast )    

 s,   -   1  ( k e lle)    a  te a t,   -11  1  ( a a l s, 
  s e s )    st  te , -11  1  ( k e lle)    k le  t es, 

  -2  1  ( alt lle)   ea  a  a  se   ss sta t a  B a t e       

  2009-10
  b a a ,   -   1  ( at ,   e e  akes )    e B e ,  

( e a k,   a st )    ll a  aesa ,  -2  19  ( a k a , ta , a a a 
 ll ke  )     a e te ,   -7  2  ( esse   esse - al e  )   
sa a  a ,   -   1  ( l a )    le a t ,   -4  19  ( t  e )   

 a es e,   -   17  ( a es lle,   ake  )    t s s s, 
  -   19  ( t e s, ee e  a a l  )    t a   a l ,   -   

22  ( t  e )    e e ee ,   -9  1  ( t  ete sb ,   ake  )   
 st  te , -1   1  ( k e lle)   ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  

a  a ks   ss sta t a  B a  a be       

  2008-09
  b a a ,   -7  1  ( st ,   e e  akes )    a t  

Ba e ,   -11  17  ( t  e )     a e te ,   -7  2  ( esse   esse -
al e  )   s a a s,   -   22   ( a s lle,   a s  )    a -

a t s st at ,   -1   27  ( a , ee e)    B a  a be , -   -   19  ( t  
e )    le ale e, -   -   2  ( t  e )    t s s s, -   -   

2  ( t e s, ee e  a a l  )    t a   a l ,   -4  21  ( t  
e )    e e ee ,   -9  1  ( t  ete sb ,   ake  )    a s 

a ,   -4  2  ( a ta)    la e e  tte ,   -4  17  ( k s lle,  
 st a  t  )    tel s t s, -   -   19  ( t e s, ee e  a 

s al)   ea  a   lls   ss sta ts a  a ks  a  a e B       

  2007-08
 a e  Best,   -7  1  ( elb e, st al a)    e  B a t ,   -   17   

( e s,   ast    s  a s, -   -   21   ( a s lle,   a s  
)    B a  a be ,   -   1  ( t  e )    a al e tt,   -1  17  

( e sa la,   ta at ee )    le ale e, -   -   22  ( t  e )   
 ae s,   -9  22  ( t  s,   a el  ast )    a a  

e ,   -2  17   ( a   e  )    e ell sb e,   -11  19  ( a  
t ,   a t )    e e  t ,   -1   1  (Be t )    e t s , 

  -   19  ( lla e)    a s a ,   -4  19  ( a ta)     tte ,   
-   1  ( k s lle,   st a  t  )    tel s t s, -   -   1  

( t e s, ee e  a s al)   ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  a  
a ks   ss sta t a  a e B   t e t a  a a  b       

  2006-07
 a e  Best,   -   1  ( elb e, st al a)    a k a e elle ,   -   

1  ( tt t , )    a e a lle ( ell t , )    a al e tt,  -1  
17  ( t  alt  Bea ,   ta at ee )     l e ,   -   1  
( a b ale)    e k s  ( ast a e, )    a e  se ,   -4  
1  ( a )    a  k at k ( est a k t)    a el a  ( )   

 ae s,   -9  22  ( t  s,   a el  ast )    at a  
e ,   -1   1  ( t , )    t  a e t,   -   1  ( a a l s,  

 a e e t  )    e e  t ,   -1   1  (Be t )    e t s , 
  -   19  ( lla e)    s  ebb,   -   1  ( est a k t)   ea  a  

 lls   ss sta t a  a  a ks

  2005-06
 a e B t ,   -   2  ( e e s lle, )    a  es t,   -9  22  

( k s lle,   e s t  e ts a e )    a k a e elle ,   -   1  
( tt t , )     l e ,   -   1  ( a b ale)    a e  se , 

  -4  1  ( a ,    st a  )    a  l ,  -   -   21  ( a ks , 
)    at a  e ,   -1   1  ( t , )    e ett ,   -   1  

( et l s  assa  t  )    st  ab ,   -2  19  (Be t )     
e a,   -   1  ( a ,    st a  )    t  a e t,   -   1  

( a a l s,   a e e t  )    el a s,   -   1  ( a a,   
a a Ba  e  )    a e  ta le, -   -4  19  ( s  e a  )    
le  a ,   -9  22  ( tt t , )    s  ebb,   -  1  ( est a k t)   

ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  a  a ks   a a e  B a  l s

  2004-05
 a  B a ,   -1   21  (B lle, )    el  B es,   -1   14  ( a , 

  t e )    a e e a els,   -11  1  ( a a,   kels )   
 a s es,   -1  17  ( s  e a  )    a a  es, -   -1  

2  ( be ee ,   a s lle )     l e ,   -   19  ( a b ale)   
 a  lebe ,   -2  1  ( ba a)    e ett ,   -   19  ( et l s  

assa  t  )    e a e ell,   -1  1  ( a ta)    e t  a b , 
  -4  22  ( a s lle)    a e  ta le, -   -   1  ( s  e a  )   

 B a  as, -   -   21  ( a ,   t e )    le  a ,   
-9  22  ( tt t , )    e s ll s, -   -   22  ( a ,   t e 

)    B  t,   -   2  ( a )   ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  
le  B   ss sta t a  a  a ks



  2003-04
 a  B a ,   -1   21  (B lle, )    el  B es,   -1   14  ( a , 

  t e )    a e B t ,   -   19  ( e e s lle, )    a e 
a e ,   -   19  ( esse   esse - al e  )    B a  a t ell,   -2  1  

( l b s,   ast )    a  ab t, -   -4  2  ( tela , )    a  
lebe ,   -2  1  ( ba a)    e e  es e,   -4 1 2  21  ( tela , )    
e e  a e,   -  1 2  1  (Be t )    e a e ell,   -1  1  ( a ta)   

 e t  a b ,   -4  21  ( a s lle)    e a e t ,   -1  17  
( as ta )    k t ll,   -   1  (Be t )    B a  as, -   -   21  
( a ,   t e )    a el as,   -   2  ( a)   ea  a  

 lls   ss sta t a  le  B   ss sta t a  a  a ks

  2002-03
 a e e Ba es,   -   1  (B ss e  t ,   as ta , , )    a e 

a e ,   -   19  ( esse   esse - al e  )    B a  a t ell,   -2  17  
( l b s,   ast )    st  ll,   -   24  ( a ,   tte e  t  

)    a  ab t, -   -4  19  ( tela , )    att a ett, -   -7  1  
( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    el a e,   -   21  ( a   

t e   )    att lle ,   -1   17  ( a  a b s e alle  )   
 a  ll s, -   -7  1  ( st , )    e  te , -   -   19  ( )   
 e a e t ,   -   17  ( as ta )    k t ll,   -4  1  (Be t )   
 a el as,   -   22  ( a)    B e t t es,   -   1  ( alt lle)   

ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  le  B   ss sta t a  a  a ks

  2001-02
 a e e Ba es, -   -   17  (B ss e  t ,   as ta , , )    att 

B kett,   -   17  (Bl el , )    st  ks ,   -4  1 2  19  (Be lle,  
 ee la  )     e ,   -  1 2  19  ( t  e )    t a t 
e a ,   -   2  ( a l le)    st  ll, -   -   24  ( a ,   tte e  

t  )    e s a ks ,   -1 1 2  1  ( a ks lle)    el a e, 
  -   21  ( a   t e   )    le k at k, -   -  1 2  22  

( st  t )     a e ,   -   1  ( t  e )    e  te , -   -   
1  ( )    e al  be s ,   -   27  ( a   s  ast )   

  ss,   -11  1  ( lt ,   a a , , t  a  )    B s  
t ,   -   19  ( assa , Ba a as  a ette lle, , )   ea  a   lls   

ss sta ts e a   a  a  a ks   a a e , a  as e  ( esse   )

  2000-01
 att B kett,   -11  17  (Bl el , )     e ,   -   17  ( t  

e )    at k ea , -   -4  22  ( lt   e  )    t a t e a , 
  -   1  ( a l le)    le k at k, -   -  1 2  2  ( st  t )    a l 
att e s, -   -   1  ( a l e   ea sb  )     a e ,   -   17  

( t  e )    e a ,   -1  17  ( kest , )    B s  t , -   
-  1 2  1  ( assa , Ba a as  a ette lle, , )    a e  t , -   -   192 

( )    e e  a l ,   -1   1  ( a s lle,   t  )    B a  ke , 
  -   21  ( t  e , )    t  llett,   -1  1  ( a s lle,   B sse )   
ea  a   lls   ss sta t B a  a   a a e  a  as e  ( esse   )

  1999-2000
 e a s Bate a ,   -11  1  ( k s lle,   st a   )    tt 

a be ,   -4  1  ( t  e )    at k ea , -   -4  22  ( lt   e  )   
a elle es ( k s lle,   st a   )    a ett eek, -   -   17  

( est a k t)    a l att e s, -   -   19  ( a l e   ea sb  )    
att ,   -1  17  ( lb   a s  )    a e  t e,   -2  1  

( e t ,   t   )    as  e ,   -4  2  ( k s lle,   
st a   )    e e  a l ,   -1   14  ( a s lle,   t  )    

e t  a l , -   -   1  ( esse   )    t  llett,   -1  1 1 ( a s lle, 
  B sse )    s ls ,   -9  1  ( a a ,   l a  )   ea  
a   lls   ss sta t B a  a  a a e , a  as e  ( esse   )

  1998-99
  B e a ,   -   1  ( a   t  t  )    ke B a ,   

-4  19  ( et l s  assa  t  )    k be e , -   -   21  ( a e 
a ea ,   t e a e )    at k ea , -   -4  21  ( lt   e  

)    e k a els,   -2  1  ( e t ,   a a ette )    a ett 
eek,   -   17  ( est a k t)     e ,   -1   14  ( tt t , )    

a  a e ,   -   19  ( t  e )    att ,   -1  1  ( lb   a s 
t  )    a e  t e,   -2  17  ( e t ,   t   )   

 ase  e s, -   2  (Be t )    as  e ,   -4  21  ( la )    
a  lke s ,   -   1  ( e  lba , )   ea  a   lls   ss sta t 
a  B a  a   a a e s,  e  elt  (Be t ),  a  as e  ( esse )

  1997-98
  B e a ,   -   17  ( a   t  t  )    Ba t B a , -   -   

19  ( akla  t ,    e al )    ke B a ,   -4  19  ( et l s  
assa   )    e te  la , -    -   19  ( lt   e  )     le,   
-   1  ( la )     e ,   -   1  ( k s lle,   k s lle )   

 e  a e , -   -7  2  ( k e lle)    k be e ,   -   2  ( a e 
a ea ,   t e a e )    B a  e ,    -4  1  ( ab a )   
 a  a e ,   -   19  ( t  e )    e  s ,   -1  17  ( a ta)    

a s a ke ,   -1  1  ( k s lle,   st a   )    as  e , 
  -   19  ( la )    ke lke s , -   -   1  (Belle e  ebbe   

)   ea  a   lls   ss sta t B a  a   a a e  e  elt  (Be t )
  1996-97

 Ba t B a ,   -   1  ( akla  t ,    e al )    st  B l-
l t ,   -11  1  ( ea sb )    e  Bla k ,   -4  2  ( k s lle, 

  st a   )    e te  la , -   -   19  ( lt   e  )     
le,   -   1  ( la )    B e t a ,   -   2  ( t s,    

 )    e  a e ,   -7  21  ( k e lle)    s s,   -9  2  
( est a k t)    e ek ,   -4  1  ( la )    a s a ke ,   -1
1  ( k s lle,   st a   )    e e  a e,   -2  21  (Bl   

ebbe   )    B a  a ,   -   1  ( alt lle)    ee  ls ,   -   
1  ( a ta)  ea  a   lls   ss sta t s e   ss sta t B a  a

  1995-96
 e e e s ,   -   1  ( esse   esse - al e  )    e  B e ,   

-1   1  ( t  e )    le  B ,   -1   1  ( a )    a e B , 
  -1  1  ( akla  t ,    e al )    B ett lela ,   -   19  

( k e lle)    B e t a ,   -   19  ( t s,    t  )    
s s,   -9  2  ( est a k t)    e ek ,   -   1  ( la )   

 a a  la s e e ,   -2  17  ( a a ,   eat  )    B a t e,   
-   19  ( a )    t ssell,   -   19  ( a )    B a  a ,   -   1  

( alt lle)   ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  s e
  1994-95

 a  s ,   -   2  ( a e   e )    e  B bbs,   -2  
1  ( a  e ts  Bl  )    a e B ,   -   1  ( akla  t , 

   e al )    B ett lela ,   -   1  ( k e lle)    la  
a ,   -4  2  ( a e t )    as  t ,   -2  17  ( as lle)    a s 
all,   -1   1  ( ea sb )    a k a es,   -   19  ( a te lle)     
 s ,   -   19  (Be t )    a a  la s e e ,   -2  1  ( a a , 
  eat  )    B a t e,   -   19  ( a )    e  les,   -   14  

( a s lle)    t ssell,   -   19  ( a )    a  t ,   -2  19  
( k e lle)    a e t ,   -2  1  (Be t )    a s ebb,   -11  
1  (Be t )   ea  a   lls   ss sta t a  e essel   t e t 

a a e s,  B e t se t  (   Be t  ),  e  elt  (Be t )  
  1993-94

 e  B tle ,   -   19  ( a el ,   a es t  )    la  a ,   
-4  2  ( a e t )    a k le ,   -7  2  ( ell t ,  )    as  t , 
  -2  17  ( as lle)    e  e,   -   19  ( a ks , )    B a  e , 
  -   1  (   Be t  )    B a  a ,   -   17  (  al e   esse - al e  

)    e  les,   -7  1  ( a s lle)    aas a  lt ,   -  1  
( a a l s,   a al tte  )    a  t ,   -2  19  ( k e lle)   

 a e t ,   -1  17  (Be t )    a e  ta k,   -   2  (Be t )    
a e ea ,   -7  2  ( al e   esse - al e  )    att all s,   -   1  

( a a ,   e ak )   ea  a   lls   ss sta t e essel   
t e t a es,  B e s  ( a e t ),  a  s  ( a a ,   
l a  )   t e t a a e ,  e  asle  (Bl   ebbe  s  )  

  1992-93
 a k le ,   -7  2  ( ell t ,  )    e  t, -   -2  1  (B lle, 
)    as  a es,   -   1  ( t  e )    at a  elle a ,   -1   17  

( k e lle)    B a  e ,   -   1  (   Be t  )    B a  a ,   
-   17  ( al e   esse - al e  )    e al al e,   -   17  ( t  e )   

 e  el s,   -   1  ( ea sb )    a e  ta k,   -   2  (Be t )   
 l  ,   -1   1  ( t  e   st , , b e )    a e ea , 

  -7  2  ( al e   )    a  l e,   -4  2  ( est t , )   ea  
a   lls   ss sta t e essel   a a e ,  B e s  ( a e t )

  1991-92
 t   ta t,   -11 1 2  17  (Ba el a, a    a e e assa 
)     a es,   -   1  ( t  e )    as  a es,   -   1  ( t  

e )     sele sk ,   -1  17  ( alt lle)    e  e ,   -   2  
( l b a  ate l  ba lt )    e  el s,   -2  1  ( ea sb )   

 a  te ,   -9  27  ( a    )    e  k, -   -   21  ( ell 
t , )    elb  , -   -9  21  ( a   ba  )    a  

t, -   -4  1  ( e s,   sb  )   ea  a  t  ask s (12) 
 B t  l t k (1 )   ss sta t a  B a  e   a a e s,   a e  
( e ta  ea a ),  k t kla  ( a ke ,    e al )

  1990-91
 B s  Bake ,   -2  17  (Be t )    le  Beas ,   -7  22  ( t , a a a 

 Bat st e ts )     k  s,   -1   17  ( s eles,   a s  
)    t ee a ,   -   19  ( t  s,   e e  a e s )    

t   ta t,   -1  1 2  17  (Ba el a, a    a e e assa )    
ell e s, -   -   17  ( a b ale)    as  t ,   -  1 2  21  ( st  t )   

  a e,   -   17  ( ll s lle)    e e alask ,   -   2  ( est a k t)   
 a  eebles,   -7  2  ( l ,   l e  t  )    as  ete s,   

-7  19  ( a l le)    ael a s ,   -   1  ( a  e ts  Bl  a l 
)    ta e  ss,   -   1  ( t  s,   le ela  a al )    e a e 

a s,   -7  2  ( e  k,   ll all s st t te )    B a  a els, -   
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-7  2  ( as t ,   a , )    t  t , -   -   2  ( e , 
  le  t  )    t e ea e,   -9  2  ( a   a e e  )   
 a  ell,   -2  17  ( a b   a e e t al )    a  ats ,   -   

21  (B t   asa t este  )   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta t a  
 e   ss sta t a  e  s   ss sta t a  B a  e   t e t 

a a e ,  e k a e  ( tt  e Base  as ta  )
  1989-90

 B s  Bake ,   -   17  (Be t )    ke k,   -7  19  ( e a)    a  
t e t ,   -9  22  ( ss a lle,   este  )    a e e k,   -1   

17  ( a   e  )     a  a el,   -   1  ( k e lle)    e  
ll, -   -4  1  ( a   t  a t  e es )    lle  a ks ,   -   17  

( t  Be ,   a alle )    ell e s, -   -   17  ( a b ale)    t  
a se lle,   -   21  ( a   at e  )     b l a a ,   -   19  (  
e ts  Bl  a l )    e  e ,   -   1  ( l b a  ate l  ba lt )   
  a e,   -4  17  ( ll s lle)     a ,   -7  21  ( e  lba , )    

as  ete s,   -7  192 ( a l le)    l e  e a ,   -   21  ( a   e  
)    ael k e , -   -   19  ( a   ll a  )    a  te,   

-2  19  ( a   e  )    alte  a ,   -7  22  ( a a l s,  
 se al e  )   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta ts  eele , e  

e s a  e  s  a a e  e e be ts  (  e ts  Bl  a l )
  1988-89

 s lle , -   -   19  ( k t,   t  e e  )    e  s , 
  -   21  ( ss a ,   ell )    a e e k,   -   17  ( a   

e  )     b a e ,   -4  1  ( a )    a  a el,   -2  17  
( k e lle)     a es,   -4  1  ( t  e )    est k a , -   
-   17  ( e sb , )    e e ll,   -2  17  ( a s lle,   t  )    
as  es,   -4  2  ( a s lle)    ke e ,   -9  19  ( t  e  
 ea sb  )    te e e le ,   -   17  ( s lle)    a  
ee,   -   1  ( a t ,   a a e- l e e )    e  t ell,   -4  

19  ( el   ea sb  )    b l a a ,   -   1  (  e ts 
 Bl  a l )    a t a ,   -4  2  ( a a l s,   t  e t al 

)    a  s , -   -   1  ( k e lle)    t a  tall t ,   -   
22  ( a , )    a  te,   -   17  ( a   e  )    ta e  

lse ,   -1   1  ( a )   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta ts  eele , 
e  e s, a  ee a   s e   t e t a a e  a les le  

  1987-88
 a s s e ,   -   2  ( a a l s,   a kl - s  )    b 

a e ,   -4  1  ( a )     a es,   -4  1  ( t  e )    ke 
e s ,   -   2  ( est a k t)    est k a , -   -2  17  ( e sb , 

)    ke e ,   -9  19  ( t  e   ea sb  )     
s , -   -   1  ( s t   s t - a a- el  )    te e e le , 

  -   17  ( s lle)    te e a ,   -2,  1  ( a )    a  ee,   
-   1  ( a t ,   a a e- l e e )    l e a ks,   -   19  ( a s, 

)    e ek k ,   -2  17  ( alt lle)    a  s , -   -   1  
( k e lle)     t , -   -4  1  ( a t ,   t - a s  )   

 ta  t ,   -4  1  ( ea sb )    ee e ,   -   17  ( t  s,   
le  )   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta t a   eele   ss sta t 

a  a  a t e   ss sta t ea  el   t e t a a e ,   a te     
  1986-87

 a al B bbs,   -   2  ( a   a lest , , )    e e B , 
  -   2  ( at ,   et  )    a  a ,   -2  22  ( att, 

  ss ss   )    B a  ss,   -   1  ( a l e   ea sb  
)    a s s e ,   -   19  ( a a l s,   a kl - s  )    att 

a le a ,   -7  24  ( s lle)    a e e,   -   22  ( a lest , 
  ss ss   )     s ,   -   1  ( s t    )    

te e a ,   -2,  1  ( a )    a  ee,   -4  1  ( a t ,  ( a a e-
l e e )     elle ,   -   1  ( as ta )    e  s,   -1  17  

( ea sb )    al  k,   -   17  ( le ela ,   e t al at l  )   
 a  s ,   -   17  ( k e lle)     t ,   -   17  ( a t ,   
t - a s  )    ta  t ,   -4  1  ( ea sb )    B a  lls,   

-1   1  (Be t )    ale ls ,   -2  17  ( t  e )    alte  a ,   -7  
22  ( a a l s,    se sal e  )   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta t a  

 eele   ss sta t a  a  a t e   t e t a a e ,   a te
  1985-86

 ael e s, -   -4  19  ( a   e  )    el  la ,   -   2  
( a    ll s )     eal,   -4  1  ( a el , )    B a  ss, -   
-4  19  ( a l e   ea sb  )    e e a es,   -4  1  ( a s lle,  
 a s  )    a e e,   -4  21  ( a lest ,   ss ss  t  

)    a  ee,   -2  1  ea sb )    e att e s,   -4 1 2  
1  ( a   e  )    e  s,   - 1 2  17  ( ea sb )    al  

k,   -  1 2  1  ( le ela ,   e t al at l  )    B a  t l ell,   
-   19  ( akla  t ,    e al )    a  t ,   -2 1 2  17  

( ea sb )    ta  t , -   -4  1  ( ea sb )   ea  a  t  
ask s   ss sta t a   eele   ss sta t a  B b elle   ss sta t 
a   s e   a e ,  B a  e  ( la ,    e e  )

  1984-85
 ael e s,   -  1 2  1  ( a   e  )    a e  a l le, -   -4 1 2  

1  (Be t )    k e ,   -9  21  ( akla  t ,    e al 
)    a  a ,   -1 1 2  21  a lest ,   ss ss  t  )   

  le, -   -4 1 2  1  ( e es,   t   )    ke lk-
e s ,   -  1 2  19  ( k t,   t  e e  )    k aebe,   -1   
1  ( la )    a e e,   -4  2  ( a lest ,   ss ss  t  

)    e  a ks , -   -2  1  ( a   e  )    a  ee,   -2  1  
( ea sb )    e k e a ,   -4  2  ( t  s,   t est )   

 e att e s,   -4 1 2  1  ( a   e  )     t ell, -   -
1 2  19  ( a  e s,   st  e t al )    e  k,   -7 1 2  2  
( ell t , )    e  a ,   -4  1 2 17  ( t  e )    a  t ,   -2
1 2  17  ( ea sb )    e  a l ,   -1  17  ( ast t  s  e  )   

ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta t a   eele   ss sta t a  B b 
elle   t e t a a e s,   a k s  ( le ,   tt t  e t al 

),  B a  e  ( la ,   t  e e  )

  1983-84
 e  e ,   -   17  ( t b ,   t e )    a s el , -   

6-2 1 2  19  ( a lle  a e t  )    bb  es,   -2  1  ( a s lle, 
  t  )    a k e le ,   -  1 2  19  (Be t )    e k e a ,   -4  

2  ( t  s,   t est )    ea  e e ,   -   1  ( as e , )   
 a ett lle , -   -4  21  ( e Be ,   le e ts b s, )     
e, -   -4 1 2  19  ( l e ale, )    a e ale , -   -   21  ( t  e , 

  a s  t , , )    e  a , -   -  17  ( t  e )    
 t e e , -   -   1  ( k t,   t  e e  )    e  a l , 

  -1 1 2  17  ( ast t  s  e  )    ll a  atts,   -1  1 2  1  
( a s   e e )     e  lk s ,   -9 1 2  21  ( et , )     

lls,   - 1 2  17  (Be t )    Ba  t, -   -   21  ( e b ,   astle 
)   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta ts k t  a  B b elle   t e t 

a a e s,   a k s  ( le ,   tt  e t al ),  att e s

  1982-83
 e  e ,   -2  17  ( t b ,   t e )    te e le , 

-   -  1 2  1  ( t  e )    a s el , -   -2  1  ( a lle  a e t  
)    bb  es,   -2  1  ( a s lle,   t  )    e  ba ,   

-1  2  ( le ,   tt t  e t al )    e be  la ,   -2  1  
( e t al a)    ea  e e ,   -2 1 2  1  ( as e , )     e, -   -4  19  
( l e ale, )    a e ale , -   -  1 2  22  ( t  e ,   a s  t , 

, )    la  a l , -   -1 1 2  1  ( t  s,   l e  t  )   
 e e s ,   -  1 2  1  ( e sb ,   a k t  )    e  

lk s ,   -9  22  ( et , )    al  ll b , -   -2  1  ( e ett, 
)     lls,   -   1  (Be t )    a l e,   -   22  ( k ll,  

 ebste  es )    Ba  t, -   -7 1 2  21  ( e b ,   astle 
)   ea  a  t  ask s   ss sta t a  k t   ss sta t a  

B b elle   t e t a a e ,  a  ebe  ( k t,   t  e e  )

  1981-82
 ell  Ba ,   -   1 1 ( la ks lle, )    te e le , -   -  1 2  17  ( t  

e )    e  a ,    -1 1 2  1 1 ( ast t  s  ss t  )     
aB ,   -   22  (Be t )    a  a ,   -   1  ( att,   ss ss  

 )    a el k,   -   1  ( e sb ,   e  )    e  
e,   -   17  ( est a k t)    ke e , -   -   17  ( t  e )    

 es , -   -   17  ( e sb ,   at l  )    te e t , 
  -1   1  (Be t )    t s t ,   -1  17  (Be t )    tt t e e , 
-   -   174 ( at lle,   t  e e  )    e e s ,   -   1 9 

( e sb ,   a k  )    a l e,   -4  217 ( k ll,   
ebste  es )    B e ett, -   -  1 2  1 4 ( st , )   ea  a  
t  ask s   ss sta ts k a , k t  a  B b elle   a a e  

a  ebe  ( k t,    e e  )   tat st a  ke al t  ( e at  
 te e  )

  1980-81
 ke eek,   -   14  ( k e lle)    e  ,   -1   1  (Be t )    

Ba t a e ,   -1  17  ( ttsb , )     aB ,   -   22  (Be t )    
B a  a ate ,   -1   1  ( a e t )    B e t eese,   -   1  ( k e lle)   

 a k tle e,   -   17  ( es lle, )    k el , -   -  1 2  19  
( a s lle,   a s  )    e  ettle, -   -4  21  ( es lle, )    a l 

t ,   -9  1  (Be t )    te e t ,   -1   1  (Be t )    t s t ,   
-1  17  (Be t )    e ell eele , -   -1  17  ( t  a , )   ea  a  

 a   ss sta t te e te a t   a a e s le   a e, ke alke

  1979-80
  B k s,   -1   1  (Be t )   te e B  ( a a ette, )    a k a -
k,   -1   1  (Be t )     eel,   -   1  ( t  e )    Ba t a e ,   

-1  1  ( ttsb , )     ba ,   -1  1  (Be t )    at e be t,   -9  
1  ( a t l)   l a e  ( t  e )    B a  a ate ,   -1   14  ( a e t )   

 le  a se ,   -   21  ( st e )    a k t ,   -   19  ( a s lle, 
  t  )    e  ettle,   -4  21  ( es lle, )    e  e ,   -   

21  ( lke t   st e  )    e ell eele ,   -1  1  ( t  a , 
)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a   et   a a e  elbe t e est
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  1978-79
tt bb tt ( a el )     B k s,   -1   1  (Be t )    e  e , 

  -1  ( a  t  e   )    a k a k,   -1   1  (Be t )    
 eel,   -   1  ( t  e )     ba ,   -1  1  (Be t )   k 

ba ks ( esse )    a  a l s,   -  ( est a k t)    a  a e ,   
-   1  ( a l e   ea sb  )   B a  a t e ( a al a)    le  a se , 
  -   21  ( st e )   e  t  ( est a k t)    e  e ,   -   21  

( lke t   st e  )    a  e ,   -1  ( as lle, )    e  
ls ,   -   2  ( t  e )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a   et

  1977-78
 s Be ett ,   -   21  ( l t , )     B a k,   -4  17  ( a e t )   
  B bee,   -  1 2  17  ( e sal,   l t  )    k t , -   -4  

1  ( a e e ,   al es )    e  eat e ,   -   1  ( a e t )   
  b ,   -2  19  (Be t )    a  t a t,   -4  1  ( a e t )   

 a  a e ,   -   1  ( a l e   ea sb  )     e,   
-4  19  ( est a k t)    e  se,   -2  1  ( e e a te,   t  )   

 a  a sk ,   -   1  (Be t )    e  ls ,   -   2  ( t  e )
 e  ebb,   -   1  (Be t )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  

 et   t e t a a e  ke a   t e t tat st a  e a a

  1976-77
 s Be ett ,   -   19  ( l t , )     B bee,   -   1  ( e sal,   

l t  )   a  k    el a ,   -2  22  ( t  e )    k t , 
  -4  1  ( a e e ,   al es )     b , -   -2  1  (Be t )   

 a  t a t,   -4  1  ( a e t )    ll e es,   -4  22  ( t  e )   
  e, -   -4  19  ( est a k t)    e  se, -   -2  1  ( e e 

a te,   t  )    a  a sk ,   -   1  (Be t )    a k t ,   -   
14  ( e e a te,   t  )     ta a t,   -11  1   ( esse )    e  

ls ,   -7  21  ( t  e )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a   et

  1975-76
 a  B a ,  ( k e lle)    ke B lt ,   -  1 2 ( esse )    a ell 
k ,   -1  ( alt lle)    a t ( t  e )     a a e,   -  

(B e t)    a  as ,   -2 ( alt lle)     s,   -  (B t  
 alat a )    a k t ,   -1   14  ( e e a te,   t  )    e  

t ,  (Be t )     ta a t,   -11  1   ( esse )    e e ta ks,   -1 
1 2 ( t  e )     a t ,   -2 ( ea sb )    e  st ,   -  1 2 
( e le - alt  )    e  al a ,   -  ( alt lle)    e  ls ,   -7  
21  ( t  e )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  ke l e   t e t 

a a e s,  te e a t ( t  e ),  a k a l ( k e lle)

  1974-75
 ke B lt ,   -  ( esse )    ke B e  ( e le )    a ell k ,   -1  

( alt lle)     a a e,   -  (B e t)     ll ( t  e )   B ll 
k ( t  e )   B a  a te  (B eese  ate  e  )   e  e ( llsb )    

 s,   -   (B t   alat a )    e s e k  ( k e lle)   
 e e ta ks,   -1 1 2 ( t  e )   te e te a t (Be t )    al  s  

( ll s lle)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  ke l e  

  1973-74
 ke B e  ( e le )    ke t e ( esse )   e  ale ( k e lle)    
ke a es,  ( t  e )     ll ( t  e )   a  a es ( t  e )   
  et   ( st e )    a  e a  ( t  e )    a  ks, 

 ( esse )    e s e k  ( k e lle)   e  e ( a )     
t  (Be t )     ta sk ,  ( elle   alt lle )    al  s  

( ll s lle)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  ke l e   t e t 
a a e  k e  ( ll s lle)

  1972-73
 e  B a s a ,   -9 ( el )    ke t e,   -1  ( esse )    ke 

a es,   -1  ( t  e )    e e e s ,   -4 ( t  e )   l k 
t s ( k e lle)     et ,   -1  ( st e )    a  e a , 

  -  ( t  e )    a  ks,   -2 ( esse )    esse B  a k , -   
-  ( el )     e ke be ,   -9 ( teele lle)     t  (Be t ), -   
-2     e s,   -2 ( e )    B a  eat e s,   -  (Be t )     

att,   -  ( teele lle)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  ke l e   
t e t a a e s,  e  ee e (Be t ), a e lt ( a a a)

  1971-72
  ase,   -   17  (Bl )    a   (Bl   ebbe   )   

 e  s ,  ( t  e )   B e a se  ( teele lle)    e e e s  
( t  e )    te e s ( t  e )    esse B  a k  ( el )    
B b s e sk ,   -1 1 2  1   ( a a a)     t ,   -   14  (Be t )    

a  ate s,   -4  1  ( t  e )    B a  eat e s (Be t )     att, 
 ( teele lle)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  ke l e   t e t 
a a e ,  e  ee e (Be t )    

  1970-71
 e s e t ,   -2 1  ( st e )    k Ba le ,   -  1  ( ea sb )   

MEN’S BASKETBALL  (CONT.)   ase,   -  17  (Bl )    e e la k,   -  19  ( st e )     
,   -  1  (Bl )     all,   -   2  ( t  e )    te e e -

l s, -   -2 17  ( t  e )     , -   -  17  ( e le )    k et ea,   
-  1  ( ale )    B b s e sk ,   -1 1 2 1   ( a a a)    a k a e s,   
-2 19  ( t  e )    e  le e,   -  19  ( t  e )     t ,   -  

14  (Be t )    a  ate s,   -4 1  ( t  e )    ke ale ,   -1 1  
( llsb )    a  sel , -   -1 1  (Be t )   ea  a   a   ss sta t 

a e l   a a e s,  B ll Bl k ( k e lle),  e  ee e (Be t )

  1969-70
 e s e t ,   -2  1  ( st e )    l B l ,   -4  1  ( ea s-

b )    a k B ,   -   17  ( k e lle)    Belt  al ell,   -11 14  
( t  e )    B b ,   -11  17  ( t  e )     e e s ,   -1   
17  ( a )    te e e l s,   -2  17  ( t  e )    B b sb , -   -1  
1  (Bl )    a k a e s,   -2  19  ( t  e )     s,   -11 
17  ( el )    a  a,   -   17  ( la )    e  le e,   -   17  
( t  e )    te e ebbe ,   -   21  ( a e t )    ke ale ,   -   
17  ( llsb )    te e lba ks,   -   17  ( k e lle)    B b st, 
-   -1  1  ( t  e )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  a e l   
a a e ,  B ll Bl k ( k e lle)   tat st a , ell  a s  

  1968-69
 ke Ba ett,   -9  1  ( t  e )    B k e ,   -1  1  ( t  e )    
l B l ,   -4  1  ( ea sb )    B b ,   -11  1  ( t  e )   
  s ,   -11  1 2 ( a e t )     ee,   -11  1  ( ea sb )   

 B b ttle,   -2 1 2  1  ( t  e )   a  a, -   -4 1 2  1 9 ( -
la )    a  t e e ,   -2  1  ( e   t  e   )    a  

tt, -    -4  1  ( st  t )    e le ,   -4  19  ( a l e )   e  
ll e,  ( esse )    be t st,   -1  1  ( t  e )   ea  a  
 a   t e t a a e s, t B , a  a t ,  a les l  

( t  e ) a   e all ae e  ( t  e )

  1967-68
 a  B sk  ( al e   esse  )    te e a a  ( la )    

a  e e  ( t  e )     s ,  ( a e t )    a k al e,  ( t  
e )    e e a ,  ( alt lle)    e s,  ( alt lle)    
te e le e,  ( t  e )    a  t e e ,  ( e   t  e   )   

 e le ,  ( a l e )   ea  a   a   t e t a a e s,  
a  l  ( t  e ) a   a les l  ( t  e )
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 a  B sk ,   -2 ( al e   esse  )     ea ,   -  ( e at )    
a  e e , -   -  ( t  e )    ea  a ks ,   -9 ( a e t )    B ll 
k,   -1 ( t  e )    a  , -   -11 ( t  e )    ke e , 

  -2 ( t  e )    e s,   -11 ( alt lle)    ta  atte s ,   -2 
( t  e )    e  ea k,   -7 ( t  e )    k se,   -  (Be t )   

 a  a ,   -4 ( t  e )    e  a l ,   -2 ( t  e )    e s l 
t ,   -  ( a e t )    a  e ,   -  (Be t )   ea  a   
a   t e t a a e s, B b e  ( t  e ),  a  ( t  e )  

  1965-66
 elb  ate ( a e t )    a  bbs ( t  e )    e a s 

( t  e )    ta  le  ( t  e )    ea  a ks  ( a e t )    B ll 
k ( t  e )    a l  ble  ( a )    a   ( t  e )    e  

ll  ( t  e )    e ell e l s ( t  e )     e 
( t  e )   ea  a   B b  saa s   t e t a a e  ke a e ( t  e )

  1964-65
t  Bla k ( t  e )    B t  ( t  e )    a bell ( t  e )   B ll 

 ( t  e )    e a s ( t  e )    ta  le  ( t  e )   a  
a a  ( t  e )     e ( t  e )   e e e a ( t  e )   
 a  le ( a l e )   ea  a  a e l   t e t a a e s, B b 

e  ( t  e ),  s ( t  e )

  1963-64
e  Ba a  (  e )   a  a  ( ske  e ts,   t  

ske  )   e te  s  ( t  e )   a e ll s t  ( t  e )   
 te a   e al  le  ( t  e )    a  e  (Bl   t  e  
 )    e le a e  (Bl )   B ll t t   e e e ( t  e )   

e s a s  ( t  e )    a  le ( a l e )    e  e 
( t  e )   ea  a  a e l   t e t a a e s, B b e  ( t  

e ),  t e  ( t  e )

  1962-63
a  a s ( t  e )   a e Bees  ( t  e )   B b le  ( t  e )   

a les e  ( t  e )    a  e  (Bl )    e le a e  
(Bl )   B b et ek  ( t  e )   a   el s ( t  e )    sa 
( t  e )    a k ls  ( t  e )    e  e ( t  e )   

ea  a   el s   ss sta t a  ll ee
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Class of 2014
  Cortez Macklin

a a - e - a a l s
  e s t   t e  a a

  Jeril Taylor
e s t   t e  a a

Class of 2013
  Bronson Verhines

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Dawson Verhines
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Jesse Smith
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Noel Allen
ss  t e  tate e s t

  Corey Ayala
e s tate e s t  ( )

  Dennis Froemling
e  e s t -Belle lle

  Chase Heins
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Michael Jackson
e ee e s t

Class of 2012
  TeNale Roland

ta  tate e s t
  e s t   t e  a a

Class of 2011
  Kyle Martin

ee lle lle e

  James Pope
ss  alle  lle e ( )

MEN’S BASKETBALL
Former Warriors who signed / played at 4-Year Level
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  1961-62
B ll e Bass ( t  e )     B la  ( la )    a  B kett ( t  

e )    be t e s ( t  e )    e  ll a  ( t  e )   e 
a s ( t  e )    le  ( t  e )   ael a l ( t  e )   a  
ee  ( t  e )   a e k ( t  e )    a  ( t  e )   e a t  

( t  e )   e be t ke s   a es e les ( t  e )    a k ls  ( t  
e )   ee ea  ( t  e )  ea  a   el s   ss sta t ll ee

  1960-61
a  B le  ( t  e )     B la  ( t  e )    a  B kett ( t  
e )     a lt  ( t  e )    be t e s ( t  e )    e  
ll a  ( t  e )   e s ( t  e )   a  t  ( t  e )   

 ale ( t  e )    e  ss ( t  e )     e ( t  e )   
 a  te a t ( t  e )   a k eet  ( t  e )    ee ea  ( t  

e )   ea  a   el s   ss sta t a  ll ee

  1959-60
  a lt  ( t  e )    abt ee ( t  e )    be t e s ( t  

e )    l a e  ( la )   a  a e  ( t  e )    B b le  
( a l e )    e  ss ( t  e )   e e lle   a k e ( t  e )   

  e ( t  e )     e ( t  e )   e  eal ( t  e )   
  t a  ( t  e )    a  te a t ( t  e )   a les k 

( t  e )   ea  a   el s   ss sta t a  ll ee

  1958-59
  B es ( la )   e  e a  ( t  e )    l a e  ( -

la )    e  a e  ( t  e )    B b le  ( a l e )   e e a s ( t  
e )   a  e  ( t  e )     ( t  e )    a  t ( t  
e )     e b ( t  e )     t a  ( t  e )   ea  

a   el s   ss sta t a  ll ee   a a e  B b lbe t ( t  e )

  1957-58
a  lle    B k a  ( t  e )     B es ( la )    
a l le (Be t )    ll s ( t  e )   t  ll s ( t  e )    
e  a e  ( t  e )   k a a  ( t  e )   le  k s ( t  e )   

e a  ( t  e )    a  t ( t  e )    a s  ( t  e )   
a  a t  ( t  e )   a les B a  ( t  e )     e b ( t  
e )   B ll  e el s ( t  e )   B b table   k a e  ( t  e )   
ea  a   el s   ss sta t a  ble as

MEN’S BASKETBALL  (CONT.)

Class of 2010
  E.J. Randolph

t este  lle e ( )
Class of 2009

  C.J. Trotter
e s t   t e  a a

  Brian Gamber
a l  e s t  ( )

  Josh Davis
l b a ( ) lle e

  Stelios Tzoutzis
a s el  e s t  ( )

  Travis Thurau
t este  lle e ( )

Class of 2008
  Andrae (Morris) Spraggins

l b a ( ) lle e

  Jamal Herriott
ll a  s e s t  ( )

  Darren Best
k ( ) lle e

Class of 2007
  Tommy Holder

t e  ll s  - a b ale

  Anthony Sargent
e a t este  lle e

  Daniel Maddox
a ta Ba t st e s t  ( )

  Nathan Owen
e s t   eb aska- a a

  Mark Dannenmueller
ss  t e  tate lle e

LAKER GIRLS DANCE TEAMS
Season Rosters

  2013-14
 ael  Bla es ( est a k t)    ess  la k ( t  e )    a t  l st 

( t  e )    a l  a e s ( est a k t)    a l  at at (Be t )    
e ee ss ( st e )    ka la ee  (Be t )    a a ta le  ( e  

 e  l ss  )   ea  a  kk  aB - a ll

  2012-13
 Ba b e sta  (Be t )    le a e a  (Be t )    a a a e s  

(Be t )    bb a l e ells (Be t )    ka la ee  (Be t )    a a e 
( tt t   Be t  s l ate  )    e a  as (Be t )    B l  

a t (Be t )   ea  a  kk  aB - a ll   ss sta t a   s

  2011-12
 B tt e  B  ( t  e )    b elle e  ( k e lle)    Ba b e 
sta  ( a  a- esb  )    ss  a e e ( k e lle)    ll 

e s e  ( a a a k e lle )    ea e a e  (Ba s et , e -
e ela  k e lle)    le a e a  (Be t )   B a  a l  ( este )   

 a e a e  ( k e lle)    a a e ( tt t   Be t  s l ate  
)    e  a e ( e )   ea  a  kk  aB - a ll   ss sta t a es 

a e  aB , l a ss e  a   s

  2010-11
 B tt e  B  ( t  e )    st  a  ( t  e )    b elle e  

( k e lle)    Ba b e sta  ( a  )    ss  a e e ( k e lle)   
 ll e s e  ( a a a)    ea e a e  (Ba s et , e e ela)    a e 

a e  ( k e lle)    a l  e ss ( a e t )    e  a e ( e )   a  
kk  aB - a ll   ss sta ts a e  aB  a  Bla  ll a s

  2009-10
 a a a ess ( st  t ),  l  a  ( k e lle),   a e eal 

(Be t ),  ll a  te  ( k e lle),  a l  e ss ( a e t ), la a 
t  ( a k)   a  kk  aB - a ll   ss sta ts a e  aB ,  Bla  ll a s

  2008-09
 l a Ba bee ( a e t ),  elsea Be e t ( esse   ),   a e 

B a  ( k e lle),   l  a  ( k e lle),   e a e t  ( a e 
t ),  a e a a e  ( a ),  kk  tak ( ea sb   a lt    

),  l  l a  ( ale ),  ll te  ( k e lle)   a  B ke a l

  2007-08
 l s  Ba a t ( al e   ),  else  a  (Be t ),  a a a  
e t  ( a e t ),  a e a a e  ( a ),  a a  alk  ( e   

e  ),  kk  tak ( ea sb   a lt    ),  as  B e 
( st  t ), s le  e  ( ea sb   ),  as a e a ( st  

t ),  a  ee es ( k e lle),  elle se ( a ),  ess a l a  
( st  t ),  e e e ( e t   a b ale )   a  B ke a l

  2006-07
 a a  alk  ( e   e  ),  at e l  ( st e ),  kk  
tak ( ea sb   a lt  t   ),  eat e  t ell (Be t ), 

 a k e  ( t  e ),  e e e ( e t   a b ale ),  a e 
ll a s (Be t )   ea  a  se  e  

  2005-06
 sa  B  ( ),   B e (Be t ),  st a lla  (Be t ), 
 a e  a s ( ale ),  a  e  ( a l e   ),  e a  e  

(   Be t  ),  e ee e ba ( k e lle),  ess a a e s ( esse  
  ),  e a  ale  (Be t )   ea  a  se  e

  1982-83
-      a a Ba el  (Be t ), sa  B  (Be t ), a  a  

(Be t ), a  (Be t ), a l tte e  (Be t ), Bet  a  (Be t ), 
tt e al l  (Be t ), a e  t  (Be t )

  1975-76
     ta  le    a a    a la ll st  ( esse  

 )    a e e s e    Bek  att l  ( t  e )    a a k ( a-
l e   )    a a et k e  ( ea sb )    l a e  ( t  e )   

s  a  a ba k

  1959-60
    a  e s , ea a l , a l e , a e , 

e  s, a  t e, a ls , e a l  a  l a sle   a ettes 
e  a  a  e le   s  ebe a et tt
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  Wadner Joseph
l  e al e s t  ( )

Class of 2006
  Tyler Ward

 lle e ( )

  Dominique Petty
l  e al e s t  ( )

Class of 2005
  Logan Brand

t e  ll s  - a s lle

  Byron Wright
e ee e s t

  Kelvin Burnes
l  e al e s t  ( )

  Sam Kleber
Bet el lle e ( )

  Keith Scarbrough
e s- la k tate lle e ( )

  Brandon Thomas
 lle e ( )

Class of 2004
  David Inabnit

a  tate e s t

  Terrance Smith
l b a ( ) lle e

  Shane Garner
- a b ale (Baseball)

  Brandon Hartwell
a  s b e s t  ( )

  Daniel Thomas
Bet el lle e ( )

Class of 2003
  Joel Jaye

t e  ll s  - a s lle

  Lawrence Barnes
e s t   a a l s ( )

 ess all   a e

  Matt Miller
ll s tate  Bella e ( )
 ess all   la

  Drew Porter
e s t   ll s - el

Class of 2002
  Matt Burkett

e  e s t  ( )

  Kyle Kirkpatrick
e  e s t  ( )

  Bronson Smith
e  e s t  ( )

Class of 2001
  Paul Matthews

Bet el lle e ( )

Class of 2000
  Jared McIntire

akla  t  ( ) e s t
Class of 1999

  Dirk Dirnberger
e  lle e ( )

  Jason Piercy
e  lle e ( )

Class of 1998
  Andrew Dagner

st  ea  ( )  e

  John Copple
e  lle e ( )

Class of 1997
  Chris Dorris

ka sas e  e s t

  Derek Hood
be la  lle e ( )

  Brent Cowan
a a e s t - t east

Class of 1996
  Bryant Lowe

e s t   ll s- a

  Dwight Russell
e ee lle e

  Brett Cleland
ss  Ba t st lle e

  Damian Klausmeier
e e  lle e ( )

Class of 1995
  Jeff Lyles

ll a  lle e ( )
Class of 1994

  Jamie Veach
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Brian Laur
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Mark Finley
a este  lle e ( )

  Brian Kern
a t s e s t  (Baseball)

Class of 1993
  Randy Wolfe

ka sas lle e
Class of 1992

  Antoine Teague
a  ( ) tate e s t

 s - a, ess, a
  Shelby Thurmond

este  ll s e s t
  Damion Porter

 ss  t    kla a t
  eff uick

ta a e   t e   ta a
  Toni Guitart

a al t t  lle e ( )
Class of 1991

  Tim Pace
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Anthony Smith
- a b ale  - a s lle

  Alex Beason
t east ss  t  e s t

  Brandon Samuels
t east ss  t  e s t

  Gary Tidwell
l et a a e e

  Rundell Lewis
l  e s t  ( )

  Stacey Ross
l  e s t  ( )

  Jason Peters
l e - t kt  lle e ( )

Class of 1990
  Allen Jackson

e s t   at  ( )
  Abdul Muhammad

t est ss  t  e s t
  Cory Parr

e t k  esle a  lle e

  Shay Hagel
ss  t e  tate lle e

  Lance Fenwrick
ss  este  tate lle e

  Alfred Redman
ss  este  tate lle e

  Michael Skinner
ss  este  tate lle e

Class of 1989
  Antwan Stallworth

e t k  esle a   

  Chad Rushing
e t al ss  tate e s t

  Tommy Hayes
al sta ( ) tate e s t

  Chris Allen
a e  lle e ( )

  Ernest Hickman
e s e s t

  Mike Humphrey
Bla kb  lle e

  Damon Lee
 lle e ( )

  Rob Gaddey
- a s lle (Baseball)

Class of 1988
  Stacy Sturm

a - s  a b t  ( )

  Eric Johnson
- t  t  ( )  a b t  ( )

  Steve Lacy
ss  Ba t st lle e

  Todd Smith
st  tate e s t  ( )

  Marcus Fisher
a a - e - a a l s

  Lee Turner
a s- t e tate lle e ( )

Class of 1987
  Jeff Morris

e s t   s s - e

  Ralph Murdock
be la  e s t  ( )

  Todd Moeller
t  a s lle e ( )

  George Brown
est a tate lle e

Class of 1986
  Michael Ayers

este  ll s e s t

  Armone Matthews
a k  lle e ( )

  Sheldon Clay
akla  t  lle e ( )

  Brian Stillwell
akla  t  lle e ( )

  Tracy Sturm
a b t  lle e ( )

  Rick Gaebe
- a b ale (Baseball)

Class of 1985
  Daren Carlile

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Kevin Riggan
a ks lle tate e s t  ( )

  Chuck Cochren
ka sas tate  akla  t  ( )

  Fred Taylor
e ee lle e

  Mike Fulkerson
s l  lle e ( )

  Tom Doyle
a a tate e s t  (Baseball)

Class of 1984
  Tim Wills

t e  ll s - a s lle

  Jim Price
 a a e t al e s t

  Jamie Raley
 a a e t al e s t

  Robby Jones
 akla  t   - a s lle

  Barry Wright
 e s t   s s - ee  Ba

  Dean Merder
 akla  t  lle e ( )

  Jeff Cochren
 akla  t  lle e ( )

  Jeff Wilkinson
  lle e ( )

  Travis Helm
 ee - a e a  e s t  ( )
Class of 1983

  Steve Fleming
 ss  Ba t st lle e
Class of 1982

  Curtis Smith
 ss  Ba t st lle e
Class of 1981

  Wendell Wheeler
 aste  as t   (Baseball)
Class of 1980

  Doug Creel
 a ks lle tate e s t  ( )

  Mark Schwitz
 a a e t al e s t
Class of 1979

  Jerry Wilson
 ss  t e  tate lle e
Class of 1978

  Chris Benetti
 a a  lle e
Class of 1976

  Mike Bolton
 ee lle lle e
Class of 1974

  John Kretz
 a a  lle e

  Randy Lemay
 l a te at al 
 a a  lle e ( )
Class of 1973

  Roy Rieckenberg
 t e  ll s - a s lle

  Brad Weathers
 e ee lle e

  Ronnie Henderson
 a a  lle e ( )
Class of 1971

  Terry Sledge
 ka sas lle e
Class of 1967

  Dean Jackson
 e ee lle e
Class of 1962

  Lee Yearwood
 Ba l  e s t  ( )

MEN’S BASKETBALL  (CONT.)
Former Warriors at 4-Year Level
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 al l   aba  )    st  e el,   -  ( e    t  e   
)    b  ls ,   -  ( e a k,   al l   aba  )    st a 

k ,   -  (  a , e b a  et a  a  )   ea  a  s le  lle   
ss sta t ell a s   l tee  a  a a s

  2007-08
 s le  l e ,   -  ( se lle,   t  se  )    atas a B e ,   

-  ( e s, )    e ,   -7 ( a , )    e  e, 
  -9 ( a , )    k  ee ,   -  ( le ela , )    el a a s, 
  -9 ( e s, )    as e a k,   -  ( lt )    aleesa tal e ,   -  

( tla ta, )    e a  a t ,   -1  (Bl t , )    e a a be t,   
-  ( la el a, )    eat e  st k, -   -11 ( t  s, )    a  

eat,   -  ( a el )    st  e el,   -11 ( t  e )   ea  a  le  
B   ss sta ts le  ell ake  a   a es   t e t a  e a  asle

  2006-07
 le a a B k el  ( t  s)    a e a te  ( e ett, )    a l  

le e e ,   -9 ( e let ,   e let  e ts )    ak ta a l, -   -  
( lk a t,   lk a t e t al )    el a a s,   -9 ( e s, )    

ass e es, -   -2 ( a kt , )    e  es,   -  ( t  s,  
 a  )    as e a k,   -  ( e )    e a a be t,   -4 

( la el a, )    eat e  st k, -   -11 ( t  s, )   ea  a  
le  B   ss sta t le  ell ake   t e t ss sta ts B a  l s, e a  asle

  2005-06
  a a ,   -2 ( t  e   ebbe  s  )    a l  le e e ,   

-9 ( e let ,   e let  e ts )    a a a s, -   -11 ( a lest , 
)    la e e,   -11 ( t , )    ak ta a l, -   -  ( lk a t,   

lk a t e t al )    stal l ,   -  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  
)    ebe a a s,   -  (Belle lle  as ta  )    ass e es, 

-   -2 ( a kt , )    e  es,   -  ( t  s,   a  )    
a  a ,   -  ( alt lle  esse - al e  )    t e  a ess,   -4 

( e a k, )    e ee ,   -1  ( s a,   a es t  )    
l e eet , -   -1  (Be t )    el  ebste , -   -1  ( s lle  

s lle- alat a )   ea  a  le  B   ss sta t a  k t ll   
  2004-05

 stal l ,   -  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    ae ae 
a kl , -   -  ( all )    B a  b ,   -4 ( e lle)    ebe a 
a s,   -9 (Belle lle  as ta  )    a a t a t,   -4 (Be t )   
 a  a ,   -7 ( alt lle  esse - al e  )    t e  a ess,   -4 

( e a k, )    la a ke ,   -  ( a )    el s a es tt,   -4 ( a , 
  all a  t  )    e ee ,   -9 ( a el ,   a es t  

)    e e  a ,   -1  (Be t )    l k,   -  ( as lle)   ea  
a  e al  b e   ss sta t a   a

  2003-04
 Bet  Ba t l ,   -9 ( t  e )    a e la a s,   -  ( e s, 
  ll est )    el a ks ,   -  ( e s,   ll est )     

B kl  ,   -9 ( lte lle  k e lle )    B a  b ,   
-  ( e lle)    aela s ,   -1  ( e,   e t al )    e e  

le ,   -9 ( est a k t)    la a ke ,   -  ( a )    el s a es tt, 
  -  ( a ,   all a  t  )    eat e  a l ,   -1  ( a l le)    
e e  a ,   -11 (Be t )    l k,   -  ( as lle)   ea  a  as  

as   ss sta t a  e al  b e
  2002-03

 Bet  Ba t l ,   -9 ( t  e )    a e la a s,   -  ( e s,   
ll est )    el a ks ,   -  ( e s,   ll est )     B kl  

,   -9 ( lte lle  k e lle )    elsea a s ,   -1  ( t  
e )    ate a t k ,   -  ( esse   esse - al e  )    eat e  
a l ,   -1  ( a l le)    a e  a l ,   -  ( e s,   ll est )    
s le  ,   -11 ( a , )    t e  ke ,   -7 ( a e a ea ,  

 t e a e )   ea  a  as  as   sst  a  a (Ba ks) ls
  2001-02

 a l  tte e ,   -  ( lta t)    elsea a s ,   -1  ( t  e )   
B tta  e s,   -  ( este )    a ell ,   -1  ( a ta)    el ssa ll e,   

-7 ( et l s  assa   )   a el a     ,   -  ( a -
sb )    a e e ,   -1  ( a el )    la ssa ssell,   -  ( et l s 
 assa   )    ate a t k ,   -  ( esse   esse - al e  )    
atas a s ,   -  ( a s  t a  )   ea  a  e essel

  2000-01
 a el a l e,   -  ( a  e ts  Bl  s  )    le 

s ,   -7 ( le   Bl  s  )    a l  tte e ,   -  
( lta t)    a ke ,   -1  ( elle   alt lle )    B tta  e s, 
  -  ( este )    el ssa ll e,   -7 ( et l s  assa  t  )     

,   -  ( a sb )    a e e ,   -1  ( a el )    lla  ll s, 
  -11 ( a l e   ea sb  )    a ,   -  ( a  e ts  

Bl  s  )    la ssa ssell,   -  ( et l s  assa  t  )   
 stal s,   -  ( a a ,   l a  )    atas a s ,   

-  ( a s  t a  )   ea  a  e essel   ss sta t a  a e 
l   t e t a a e  a a le a e

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Season Rosters

  2015-16
 a a Balle ,   -7 ( at ,   et  )    a  B e t ,   -   

( at ,   )    be  B ,   -1  ( a s lle, )    al  a e , 
-   -9 (Be t )    B e a e ,   -  ( ea sb   a lt    )   

 et  a  ss,   -  (Bell )    a a s,   -4 ( a s lle)   
 e ae e a ,   -1  ( t as t , )    a a a ks , -   -9 

( s lle, )    asea a a ke ,   -  ( a)    a ka ate ,   -1  
( la ks lle, )    a l  ,   -4 ( ale , )    a a be a ke , -   -1  
( ea sb   a lt    )    a e  ea ,   -  ( s lle, )    
as e as t ,   -9 ( a s lle,   B sse )   ea  a  stal   
ss sta t a  a a els   

  2014-15
 a a Balle ,   -7 ( at ,   et  )    a  B e t ,   -   

( at ,   )    ale a a le ,   -1  ( l et  est )    a a -
a  l ,   -  ( , )    B a a a k s,   -  ( s lle,   e t al 

)    ste  e k s,   -  ( a  t ,   B a e s )    e ae e, 
  -  ( l et  est )    e s a a e s,   -1  ( t  e )    e a e e , 
  -  ( a l ,   t  a  )    k aela l s,   -9 ( ea la ,   
a el )    as e as t ,   -9 ( a s lle,   B sse )    atal e 
ll a s ,   -  ( t  e )   a  a  a el   ss sta t stal   

  2013-14
 a e e a ,   -7 ( a s ,   est )    le a a s,   -  

( la )    a a a  l ,   -  ( , )    a ,   -7 
( a a l s,   s s tt ks )    as e t e,   -1 (Belle lle  ast 

)    st a e le ,   -  ( et l s  assa  t  )    a ta 
ll a - ll a s,   -7 ( a s ,   est )    ste  e k s,   -  ( a  
t ,   B a e s )    e se s ,   -1  ( e s,   a assas 

)    B a  ,   -7 ( st e )    a la ,   -7 ( ll s lle)   
 a ll e ee ,   -9 ( e s,   a assas)    atal e ll a s ,   -  

( t  e )    a a  ls ,   -11 ( a s ,   e al )   ea  
a  a  a el   ss sta t a  ta  ks   ss sta t a  a  t   

  2012-13
 a e e a ,   -7 ( a s ,   est )    a a bbs,   -  

( et t,   l s )    a ,   -  ( a a l s,   s s tt ks 
)    as e t e,   -1 (Belle lle  ast )    st a e le ,   -  

( et l s  assa  t  )    a ta ll a - ll a s,   -  ( a s ,  
 est )    l se a ks ,   -9 ( a s ,   est )    e a la  ,
  -  ( a s ,   est )    e e  elle ,   -1 ( as lle)    a la 

,   -7 ( ll s lle)    elsea t ,   -  ( et t,    le  )   
 eka a  ,   -2 ( a s ,   est )   ea  a  a  a el   

ss sta t a  ta  ks   ss sta t a  a  t   
  2011-12

 B t ee B s ,   -7 ( et t, )    al a a te ,   -  ( ast a , )   
 a e e ,   -2 ( a)    ess a bs ,   -  ( k s lle, )    

ale  sk s, -   -1 ( t  e )    at e t s ,   -1 ( a a l s, 
)    e e  elle , -   -  ( as lle)    a e  ll s,   -7  ( l e B a , 
)    ela e e,   -9 ( as lle)    e a  tt,   -9 ( a e , )    

s le  la k, -   -  ( esse   esse - al e  )    a e a s, -  ( a k a)   
 e ka alke ,   -  ( a k a)   ea  a  s le  lle   ea  a  a  

a el ( - ea )   ss sta t a   a s   
  2010-11

 e a ts ,  -4 ( a a l s,   t est )    a a a a ls, -  
-1  ( a a l s,   )    e a be ,  -7  ( a   bes  )   

 eat e  , -  -11 ( s lle  alat a )    e a eel,  
-7 ( at ,   a t )    a e  ll s,  -7  ( l e B a , )    

sa  e e ,  -   ( a a l s,   l t  )    a a t , -  
-   ( a a l s,   a e  e t al )    a el te a t,  -   ( a a l s, 
  se al e  )    le t t,  -7  ( l a )    st  ebste ,  -  

( s lle)   ea  a  s le  lle   ss sta ts a a s, e  B le   
  2009-10

 e a  la k,   -  ( e a t ,   l e B a , )    a le a  
( a k a)    e a ts ,   -4 ( a a l s,   t est )    a a a 

a ls, -   -9 ( a a l s,   t est )    eat e  ,   -  ( -
s lle  alat a )    e a eel, -   -  ( at ,   a t )    e la 

l ,   -  ( at ,   t   )    a a alke ,   -9 
( e a k,   al l   aba  )    st  ebste ,   -  ( s lle)   

ea  a  s le  lle   ss sta t a es a a s a  e  B le   
  2008-09

 atas a B e ,   -4 ( e s,   e t al )    e a  la k,   -  
( l e B a , )    ala a t t,   -1  ( a e t )    e  -

e,   -9 ( a ,   a ks  )    a e l ,   -  ( le ela ,  
 e t al at l  )    el le st ,   -1 ( a )    aleesa tal e , 
  -  ( e ale,   t  la t  )    a a alke ,   -7 ( e a k,  



  1999-2000
 a a Ba ,   -  ( lta t)    a ea a bell,   -1  ( a s  t a  
)    a ke ,   -9 ( elle   esse - al e - alt lle )    esl e 
a , -   -1  ( )    a a ,   -11 ( s le   as lle )    ll-

a  ll s,   -11 ( a l e   ea sb  )    a ,   -  ( a  
e ts  Bl  s  )    ea t ,   -7 ( ka lle)    stal 

s,   -  ( a a ,   l a  )    l a l e,   -11 ( ale )   
ea  a  e essel   ss sta t a es le  ell ake  a  as  as

  1998-99
 a a Ba ,   -  ( lta t)    eat e  ass ,   -  ( a et,   e  

e t al )    stal ale,   -7 ( a el )    esl e a , -   -1  ( )   
 a a ,   -11 ( s le   as lle )    se  a e ,   -  (Bl   

ebbe  s  )    a a a ,   -  ( tt t , )    ea t , 
  -  ( ka lle)    as l  t ,   -1  (Bl   ebbe  s  )   

 ee l e t ,   -11 ( k e lle)   ea  a  e essel   ss sta t 
a  le  ell ake   ss sta t a  as  as

  1997-98
 a Ba ks,   -11 ( a sb )     Ba t l e ,   -1  ( e at   t   
)    eat e  ass ,   -  ( a et,   e  e t al )    stal ale, 

  -7 ( a el )    l s a a ,   -  ( a sb )    a e a sb ,   -1  
( ast t  s  e  )    a a a ,   -  ( tt t , )    eat e  

aaka,   -7 ( t  e )    else  te,   -  (B a l,   t e  )   
 ee l e t ,   -11 ( k e lle)    a a t ,   -  ( a e t )   

ea  a  e essel   ss sta t a  a e ( a ) B ks
  1996-97

 a Ba ks,   -11 ( a sb )    at  al ,   -9 ( a b ale)    
a a ,   -  (Be t )    a e ,   -7 ( k s lle, )    

e  e ke ,   -  ( e a t   B eese ate  e  )    e  e s ,   
-11 ( a ta)    e tt a a,   -7 ( as lle)    ea a e ,   -1  (Bl  
 ebbe  s  )    ea a a ,   -7 (Bl   ebbe  s  

)    ee l e t ,   -11 ( k e lle)    a a t ,   -  ( a e 
t )   ea  a  e essel   ss sta t a  as  as  

  1995-96
 e a t s ,   -7 ( esse   esse - al e  )    e e  Bass,   -11 (B a-

l,   t e  )    a  Be k,   -1  ( t  e )    at  al ,   -9 
( a b ale)    all e ( alke ) t ,   -4 ( la   alt lle- la  

)    be  l a ,   -9 ( k e lle)    e  e ke ,   -  ( e a -
t   B eese ate  e  )    e  e s ,   -11 ( a ta)    ea 

e ,   -7 ( e a t   ate  e  )    ea a e ,   -1  (Bl  
 ebbe   )    ea a a ,   -7 (Bl   )   ea  a  

e essel   ss sta t a  as  as   t e t ss sta t B e s  
  1994-95

 a  t,   -9 ( a l e   ea sb  )    a e al ate a,   
-11 ( e )    a t  al ate a,   -11 ( e )     at ,   -11 ( t  e -

)      ess a a e,   -   ( t  e   ebbe   )    k e a , 
  -  ( a l e   ea sb  )    te a e k,   -  ( est a k t)   

 e e  s ,   -9 ( ea sb )    all e alke ,   -  ( la  
 alt lle- la  )    a a ll b , -   -1  ( la   

alt lle- la  )    ell  t,   -  ( est a k t)   ea  a  
 a   ss sta ts e  ates a  a e l   ss sta t B e s  

  1993-94
 a  t,   -9 ( a l e   ea sb  )      e B e e ,   -  

(Be t )    ess a a e,   -   ( t  e   ebbe  s  )    k e 
a ,   -  ( a l e   ea sb  )    esa b s  , -   -9 ( st e  

 e le - alt - st e  )    elle  , -   -  ( a s lle,   t  
e , , )    te a e k,   -  ( est a k t)    e e  s , 
  -9 ( ea sb )    a a ll b , -   -1  ( la   alt lle-

la  )    ell  t,   -  ( est a k t)   ea  a   a   
ss sta ts e  ates a  a e l   t e t ss sta t B e s

  1992-93
 e  B t e ,   -  ( t  e )    e e a ett,   -9 ( la ,   t  

e e  )    e t,   -11 ( ea sb )    esl e k ,   
-  ( t  e   alt lle )    e  t ell,   -1  ( ke  t  e  

 )    ka a ,   -1  ( e le   e le - alt - st e  )   
 elle  , -   -  ( a s lle,   t  e , , )    eat e  a e ,   

-11 (Be t )    a a elt ,   -  ( ,   e , , )   ea  
a   a   ss sta t a  e  ates   ss sta t a  a e l

  1991-92
 e e  Bass,   -1  (B a l,   t e  )    sa B le ,   -9 ( k-

e lle)    e  B t e ,   -  ( t  e )    a a B s,   -1  ( as t , 
  a t e s- st  )    a  es,   -7 (Belle e  ea sb  

)    ebb e e , -   -1  ( ke  t  e   )    e e 
a ett,   -1  ( la ,   t  e e  )    e t,   -11 
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( ea sb )    ka a ,   -1  ( e le   e le - alt - st e  
)    esa b s , -   -  ( st e   e le - alt - st e  )   

 a a alt ,   -1  ( est a k t)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  
e l e s   ss sta t a  a e l

  1990-91
 sa B le ,   -9 ( k e lle)    a a B s,   -9 1 2 ( as t ,  

 a t e s- st  )    sa B ,   -  ( este )    a e  a l k,   
-9 ( sb )    a  es,   -  1 2 (Belle e  ea sb  )   

 ta e  le,   -  (   la  )    e e  t s,   -9 
( k e lle)     e al s,   -  ( st  t )    a l s ,   -  
( t  e )     e b ,   -4 ( esse   esse - al e  )    att  a ks, 

  -  ( st  t )    a a t ,   -11 ( k e lle)   ea  a   
a   ss sta t a  a e l

  1989-90
 a e  a l k,   -9 ( sb )    ta e  le,   -  (   la  

)    st e t e e,   -  ( l a )    a  lk s,   -  ( est a k t)   
 e  s ,   -  ( ee  lle,   le be  e t al )    a l t s  

s ,   -1  ( t  e )    a  att,   -11 ( esse   esse - al e  
)    a  a s,   -7 ( t  e , )    a te a t,   -9 (Be t )   

ea  a   a   ss sta t a   b s
  1988-89

 a  e t,   -1  ( la )    ta  Ba k a s,   -1  ( tt  e 
Base  as ta  )    e  Be s,   -  ( a el )    a a  B a ,   -9 
(Be t )    a  lk s,   -7 ( est a k t)    s ,   -  ( est 

a k t)    a a a,   -  ( la )    a  a s,   -7 ( t  
e , )    elle ll s,   -  (Belle e  t  e   )    
e  le,   -2 ( a e   t  l t  )    a t  e ,   -9 ( ell 

 l e a  )    e l e s,   -2 ( es lle, )   ea  a   a   
ss sta t a   

  1987-88
 Be k  ( k) t s, -   -1  ( t  e )    ta  Ba k a s,   -1  ( tt  
e Base  as ta  )    a a  B a ,   -9 (Be t )    s , 

  -  ( est a k t)    a  att,   -1   ( e s lle,   bs  t e  
)    a a a,   -  ( la )    elle ll s,   -  (Belle e 

 t  e   )    a e  sk ,   -1  ( la )    e  le,   
-2 ( a e   t  l t  )    a l a ,   -7 ( t  e )     
e l s,   -  ( e )   te a e es,   -  ( la )    e l e s, 
  -2 ( es lle, )   ea  a   a     

  1986-87
 ell e ll s,   -  ( a   )    sa  a e ,   -  ( est a k t)   
 a  att,   -1   ( e s lle,   bs  t e  )    a a s , 

  -  ( a s lle,   t  )     t e ,   -7 ( alt lle)    
Be k  k,   -1  ( t  e )    a e  sk ,   -1  ( la )   a l 

a ,   -7 ( t  e )    a ee ,   -9 ( alt lle)    te a e es,   
-  ( la )    te a e e t ,   -  ( t  e )    t a essel,   
-11 ( a l le)   ea  a   a   ss sta t a   b s

  1985-86
 a B ll a ,   -11 ( a   )    sa t s,   -4 ( t  e )   
 sa  a e ,   -4 ( est a k t)   a ee ,   -  ( alt lle)    
a e e ,   -  ( ke  t  e   )    a  e elba , 

  -  ( t  e )    sa as a ,   -  ( a   e  )    a e ate s, 
  -  (B e a , )    ell  e e ,   -9 ( la )    t a essel, 
  -11 ( a l le)    a a a ,   -  ( la )   ea  a   a   
ss sta t a   b s

  1984-85
 l ette Ba el ,  -  (Be t )    ell  B k a ,  -2 (Bl   ebbe  

s  )    a  a ,  -  1 2 ( k e lle)     a le ,  -  
( a e e lle)    a e a ,  -  ( e lle,   t  e t )    el ssa 

,  -1 ( e e a te,   est )    a la e s ,  -  ( ea sb )   
 Bet  ssell,  -1  ( la )    a  e elba ,  -  ( t  e )    
e la ebb,  -7 ( ea sb )    ell  e e ,  -  ( la )    a a a 

,  -7 ( la )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a   b s
  1983-84

 l ette Ba el ,   -4 (Be t )    ell  B k a ,   -2 (Bl   ebbe  
s  )    te  B es, -   -  (   e t al a )    a  a , 

-   -4 ( k e lle)     a le ,   -  ( a e e lle)    sa a l ,   
-  (Be t )    a e a ,   -  ( e lle,   t  e t )    el ssa 

,   -1 ( e e a te,   est )    Bet  t e,   -1 ( k e lle)   
 l e a t e, -   -  ( lk lle  l e a  )     e s,   -7 ( t  e )   
 Be k  ee s,   -1  ( la )    sa  ls ,   -  ( la )   ea  
a   a   ss sta t a   b s

  1982-83
 a l  B e sta ,   -  ( ea sb )    e ta k,   -7 ( lke t  

 st e  )    a t a a ,   -1  ( t  e )    l e l e, -   
-7 ( t  e )    B e a ( esell) e a ,   -  (Be t )    sa a l , 
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Former Lady Warriors at 4-Year Level  -  (Be t )    al s ,   -  ( ea sb )    B e a ke s,   -9 

( la )    a a alla e,   -  1 2 ( a lle  a e t  )    
s e a ,   -7 ( t  e )   ea  a   a  

  1981-82
 sa Bell,    e a a bl ss,  (Bl   ebbe  s )    e ta 
k, -   -7 ( lke t   st e  )    sa ll s,  ( a e t )    

a t a a , -   -1  ( t  e )    l e l e,   -7 ( t  e )    B e a 
esell,  (Be t )    ea  a l ,  (Bl   ebbe  )    Be k  b s , 

 ( s lle)    a a e s,  ( t  e )    s e a ,   -7 
( t  e )   ea  a   a   a a e s a a al, b  t e

  1980-81
Be k  ale ( ea sb )    a e a  ( e le   - alt  )   a la 

eele ( t  e )    el ssa ea e ,  (Be t )   a  e ( t  e )   
e ea s ( la )    ll s   ea  a  l a ( ast a ) t

  1979-80
 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )    at  B  ( e le )     al ell, 

 ( st e )    a  ll s ( ea sb )    a e a  ( e le   - al-
t  )    a le e e l ( ea sb )    el ssa ea e ,  (Be t )   s 
e s (Bl   ebbe  s )     a t  ( alt lle)    st  e  

( )    a e  eble sk  ( lke t )   ea  a  a  e t

  1978-79
 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )    e  B e sta  ( ea sb )     

al ell,  ( st e )   st  k ( st e )    B e a ke  ( esse   
esse - al e  )     a t  ( alt lle)    a a e ( t  e )    

 t  ( t  e )   ea  a  a l le   ss sta t a  la a

  1977-78
 a e   te  (Be t )    e  B e sta  ( ea sb )   a  -
e ( t  e )    a a e ( t  e )     t  ( t  e )    

a l le ( ea sb )   a  e  ( la )   ea  a  B e a k

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL  (CONT.)

Class of 2015
  Savannah Enlow

 ss  alle  lle e ( )

  Brianna Hawkins
 est a tate e s t

Class of 2014
  Tyra Gooch

 B es a e s t  ( )

  Marquita Hilliard-Williams
 B es a e s t  ( )

  Jasmine Guthrie
 l  e s t  ( )

Class of 2013
  Laneice Cannon

 e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2012
  Jennifer Moeller

 e  e s t  ( )

Class of 2011
  Jessica Hobson

 akla  t  e s t  ( )
  Kevona Neel

 l  e al e s t  ( )

Class of 2010
  Megan Clark

 e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2009
  Ebony Wilson 

 e s t   t  a l a

  Candyce Flynn
 e s t   e

  Kemmy Dominique
 este  a  e s t

  Natasha Bonner
 a bal- a a e lle e ( )

  Jaleesa Octalien
 e a t este  lle e

Class of 2008
  Angelica “Stick” Harris

 a s all e s t  ( )

  Jasmine Mack
 be t s lle e

Class of 2007
  Takita Earl

 a  e s t  ( )

  Kassie Humphries
 a  e s t  ( )

  Carly Clendenen
 e s t   t e  a a

  Sheri Jones
 a s- t e tate e s t  ( )

Class of 2006
  Rebecca Harris

 e s t   ll s

  Julie Sweetin
 t e  ll s  - a s lle

  Jamie Laird
 e s t   ll s- el

Class of 2001
  Hillary Phillips

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 2000
  Dana Baird

 e s t   ll s - el

  2010-11
 t  Ba llas ( ss lle, )    a b B tle  ( ss lle, )    a  
e tes ( ss lle, )    a  a e ( k s lle, )     es 

( l e   ast la  )    el a s  ( t  e )    e l l a  
( el )    a b e k (B eese)    els  e e ( estla , )    a  

a t (Belle lle)    le  a se  ( el )     el e s ( a )    
a t ell ( a b ale)    ll  eebles ( a )    a  essle  ( t  

e )    be t k (  bl , ela     es ( a sb )    
la  ta  ( t  e )    a  a  a  a al ( a b ale)    le  est  

( t  e )    st  tes e ( b e )    Be  lb  ( est a k t)    
ase  ( a )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  al atel

  2009-10
 le  leb  ( t  e )    a  el a ( a- esb  )    

l  B a le  ( a )    a e  B tle ,  ( a sb )    e le  ll a  ( a-
esb  )    a  a  ( t  e )    a s e a es ( a 
)    a  a a ( a )    a s e  ( a- esb  )   

 a  e ,  ( a sb )     es ( l e   ast la  )   
 el a s  ( t  e )    e l l a  ( el )    s a st 

( t  e )    e  e e, B ( ll s lle)    ael e  ( ke 
e t al )    le  bbe ,  ( a  a- esb  )    st  

t e  ( b s )    a e  s e ( te - t as )    s  ea s ( t  
e )    a ea s ell ( lea  k alle  )    a e  te ( a  )   
  t ( a sb )   ea  a   a   ss sta t a  al atel

  2008-09
 a s  Ba s t , B  ( e t al a)    a l e Bla , B ( e t )    

e ek B ke,  ( a sb )    a e  B tle ,  ( a sb )    le  a te , B 
( a e  lls)    at a  e ,  ( ll s lle)    e  a s,  ( al t 

ll)     t at k,  ( t  e )    a  e ,  ( a sb )   
 ake st a , B ( a sb )    e  e e, B ( ll s lle)    
a e lebba,  ( t  e )    a b e s,  ( t  e )    e 

ttle, - B ( a sb )    le  bbe ,  ( a)      a,  
( a t t )    B ks b s ,  ( a b ale)   ea  a   a   

ss sta t a  al atel

MEN’S SOCCER
Season Rosters

Class of 1998
  Anna Banks

 ss  Ba t st lle e

  Sharna Withrow
 ll k  e s t

  Kelsey White
 t east ss  t  ( tball)

Class of 1997
  Jenny Higgerson

 e t al  ss  tate e s t

  Andrea Maurer
 e t al ss  tate e s t

  Terri Henken
 a bal- a a e lle e ( )

Class of 1995
  Maggie Calcaterra

 - a b ale ( tball)

  Marty Calcaterra
 - a b ale ( tball)

Class of 1994
  Kelley Roy

 ast e as tate e s t

Class of 1993
  Leslie Lockwood

 e e a a a e e ( ) ( tball)

Class of 1992
  Lisa Biley

 e s t   t  laba a

Class of 1991
  Stacey Copple

  a l a- a ta b  ( tball)

Class of 1989
  Cheryl Weis

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 1988
  Tracy Hyatt

 e s t   a s lle ( )

  Becky (Orrick) Artis
 Bla kb  lle e

  Stephanie Sides
 Bla kb  lle e

  Carol Ray
  ( ss- t   a k)

Class of 1986
  Tracie Waters

 e  tate e s t  ( )

  Sandy Sendelbach
 - a s lle ( tball)

Class of 1985
  Nancy Craig 

 ee lle lle e

  Beth Russell
 t east ss  t  ( tball)

Class of 1983
  Susie Woodward

 aste  as t  e s t

Class of 1982
  Linda Sanders

 - a b ale ( lle ball)

Class of 1981
  Melissa “Missy” Learned

 e ee lle e



  2015-16
 a  Ba a ,  ( elle   k e lle )    a  Be e e ,  (  eba-
 )    a  B k a ,  ( ke  t  e  s  )    B e 

B ,  ( a   a - te t  )    st  la k, 1b-  ( a e ,   
el  t  )    sta  s,  ( lle,   e se  )    
aleb a ,  ( k e lle)    a e ,  ( e e s lle,   t  B ll tt 

)    ak ta a t ,  ( ea sb   a lt  t   )    est  
e e ,  ( a a ,   a ke  t  )    B k lke s ,  ( t  

e )    tla  a t ,  ( e t al t ,   le be  )    st  
a e ,  ( a el ,   a es t  )    ak ta ea , -  (Be t )    
at a ael s,  (Be t )    te  s , -1b ( s lle,    )   
 a ett a sk ,  ( est a k t)    a b ell ,  ( e e s lle,   t  

B ll tt )    a se a e ,  ( a sa ,   a a a k )    a e  
aske ,  ( el   el  )    ke ell,  ( elb lle)    

e  a a ,  ( l  ake  a ee )    alt  t ell, -  ( et l s 
 assa  t  )    B ett le ,  ( e l,   a a  t  a  )   

  atte l ,  ( s lle,   ale )    e  a e ,  ( st  t )   
 a t  ,  ( e lle)    a  e ,  ( s e ,   t e )   

 ake e ,  ( lk a t,    )    a t  a   (Be t )    e  
ll a s,  ( )    at a  ll a s,  ( e l,   a ke  t  )   

ea  a   t e   ss sta ts a  B  a  as  Belk      

  2014-15
 allas k s,  ( s lle,   B tle  )    a  Be e e ,  ( eba )    

B e B ,  ( a   te t  )    la  ,  ( e at   t   
)    le  ll s,  (Belle e  t  e  s  )    e ek la e , 

 ( t  )    B k lke s ,  ( t  e )    le a ,  ( s lle, 
  B tle  )    st  a e ,  ( a el ,   a es t  )     

e e s ,  (Bl   ebbe  s  )    at a ael s,  (Be t )   
  el,  ( a,   t  ea b  )    a l a ,  ( e a 

 l a )    a se a e ,  ( a sa ,   a a a k )    ke 
ell,  ( elb lle)    e  a a ,  ( l  ake  a ee )    

l  lle , -  ( elb lle)    alt  t ell, -  ( et l s  assa  t  )   
 ak ta att,  ( est a k t)    B ett le ,  ( e l,   a a  t  

a  )     e s,  (Belle lle  Belle lle est )    a ett a l , 
 ( kest , )    st  e e s, 1b ( a )    ake te a t,  ( sb )   

 le  t e ,  ( s lle,   B tle  )    e  a e , -  ( st  
t )    a  ate, -  ( ale )    a  as,  ( t  e )    a t  

,  ( e lle)    at a  ll a s,  ( e l,   a ke  t  )   
ea  a   t e   ss sta ts a  B , t t t a  a s B      

  2013-14
 le  s ( e lle)      e a  ( a kl ,   a kl - s  )   
 a s B  (Belle lle  Belle lle ast )    e  a bl ss (Be t ,   

a s all t  )    a  a a  ( k e lle)    st  la k ( a s-
b , )    a  e ke  ( elb lle,   elb  t  )    la   
( e at   t   )    le  ll s (Belle e  t  e  s  )    

ll s e  ( a a a)    e ek la e  ( t  )    k a t ( a l lle)    
e  a ett (Be t )    le a t k ( , )     e e s  (Bl  

 ebbe  s  )     el ( a,   t  ea b  )   
 ke l  ( t  s,   att lle )    a k a se  ( at ,  

 a e a )    a k es ( t  e )    a l a  ( l a)    a  
a  ( l ssa t,   a el  est )    a ett kett ( s lle,   

e ales )    B ett a e a ( e  Ba e   es l  )    aleb  
( s )    ate al  ( a )    lt  ea  ( t  e )    l  

lle  ( elb lle)    la t  ee es ( t  e )     e s (Belle lle  
Belle lle est )    et  e l  ( a ta)    a  tea  s ( a te lle)    
ake te a t ( sb )    a  ab  ( a ssa  a ssa- lte lle )   

 a  as ( t  e )    a t   ( e lle)    e  ls  
( a e  e   e  B  )    le  tte a e  ( ate l )   ea  a  

 t e   ss sta t a es a  B , e ek Be at  a  at k la a a      

  2012-13
 k s, l 1b ( el ll  e lle )   e  Ba le  ( elb lle,  

 elb  t  )    a ett Be a ,  ( e at   t  e esa )   a s 
B  (Belle lle  Belle lle ast )    B a  B , t l ( est a k t)    

 B a ,  ( ee lle,   le be  t  )    att B sel e e , l  
( k lle   )    e  B ,  ( a ta la s,   e ta e lls )    

st  B sek s,  ( all )   a  a a  ( k e lle)    a  ate,  
( t  e , )    t a  ll s,  ( a s lle,   a s  )   a e  ll s 
( la ks lle,   t e  e t al )    Blake eat ,  ( t  e )   

 B a  eat ,  ( t  e )    a k esl sk ,  ( l , )   es e s 
( ll e lle,   tte e  t  )     a ,  ( l abet t , )   

k a t ( a l lle)   e  a ett (Be t )    B a  e e,  ( )   
le a t k ( , )   ake ke  ( a k t  l  a  ast )   a k 
es ( t  e )   le a t e  ( lbe el ,   e se  )   e  kett 
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( s lle,   e ales )   a ett kett ( s lle,   e ales )    
as  B e , l  ( e   a tsb - e  )   e  asle  (Bl   a e 
t  )   B a t te ( k e lle)   a  ab  ( a ssa)   B a  t 

( esb   a- esb  )   a e a e s ( t  e )   ea  a   
t e   ss sta t a es a  B , e ek Be at  a  e ete s      

  2011-12
 k s, l 1b ( e lle)    a ett Be a ,  ( e at   t  e esa 

)    B a  B , t l ( est a k t)    a ett B ee ,  ( )   
  B a ,  ( ee lle, )    att B sel e e , l  ( k )    e  

B ,  ( a ta la s,   e ta e lls )    st  B sek s,  ( all )   
 a  a ess,  ( a  a- esb  )    a  ate,  ( t  

e , )    t a  ll s,  ( a s lle, )    Blake eat ,  ( t  e )   
 B a  eat ,  ( t  e )    te e a e ,  ( lt  ass  b e  )   
 a k esl sk ,  ( l , )    e  a s,  ( lbe ts lle, )    

B a  k ss,  ( e at   t  e esa )     a ,  ( l abet t , )   
 a  t e ,  ( t  )    tae ab el, t l ( le , )    

B a  e e,  ( )    e  est,  ( as lle)    a  e , 
 ( et l s  assa  t  )    a et t,  (Be t , )    la  
ts ,  ( ab a )    a  a a, 1b  ( s lle, )    alt  ell tt, 

 ( e sb , )    as  B e , l  ( e )    le  se , 1b 
( a )    la  a ,  ( a s lle, )    a  a a t ,  ( a a , )    

a s  e es, t l ( la )     e e , -  ( s lle, )   a  
 t e   ss sta ts a  B , e ek Be at , a e  el a  a b l k      

  2010-11
 a  as (  ( ,    l s  )    a  a ess,  ( a 

 a- esb  )    at a  s, l  ( a )    te e a e ,  ( lt  
ass)     aste ,  (Bl e   e a  )    e  a s,  

( lbe ts lle, )    a  t e , 1b ( t  )    e  est,  ( as lle)   
 le s ,  ( e )    a et t,  (Be t , )    Be  la ste -

e e ,  ( a s lle)    a  aB , 1b (Be t )    s  a s ,  ( t  
)    a e  ka , 1b ( e t ,   a a ette )    le  a el, 

 ( al e t t ,   a s all t  )    a el ete s, -  ( e at   t  
e esa )    a  et ea, l  ( ale )    a  k, -  ( t  e )   

 la  a , -  ( a s lle, )    a  t,  ( a s lle, )    a  
,  ( a a l s, )    a k les,  (Be t )    a  e te,  ( , 

)    aleb a e ,  ( e )    st  lle,  ( ble  est la  
)  le  ,  ( a ,   tte e  t  )    e e , 

-  ( as lle,   t e  )   ea  a   t e   ss sta t a es 
a s , a  B  a  le  a s      

  2009-10
 e e  s, t l t  ( a t,   k eek )    a  as,  

( ,    l s  )    a  Bla k  ( asa t este  )   
 e e ab e a,  ( sabella, e t     e be t  e e  )    
st a  a a  ( a s  e a )    a  el alle,  ( a ,  

 e a  e  )    Blake e e , l  ( sb )    at a el s, 
l  ( a )     aste ,  (Bl e   e a  )    a a  ll tt, 
 ( a a ,   e a )    at k la a a ,  ( ale )    a  

e tes , ss ( sabella,   a s  e a )    B a  ea ,  
( all )    a e  ks, 1b ( k e lle)    le s , -  ( e )   

 e  e  ( all )    a  aB , 1b (Be t )    s  a s ,  
( t  )    st  a tte,  ( a,   e  a t  )    t  

 a t ,  (Belle lle  ast )    le  a el,  ( al e t t ,   
a s all t  )    e e e ,  ( ab ,   e t   Baseball 
a e )    a el ete s,  ( e at   t  e esa )    a  et ea, l -1b 

( ale )    a  k,  ( t  e )    as e ,  ( a ,  
 s  es  )    ke e ake , -l  ( a a ,   e ak )   

 e all l e ,  ( a b ale)    e  a eke k e ( esse - al e  )   
  a e ,  ( est a a ,   eat  )    aleb a e ,  ( e )   

 st  lle,  ( ble  est la  )   ea  a   t e   ss sta t 
a es a s , a  B  a  le  a s      

  2008-09
 a  lbe te ,  (Belle lle  est )    a e  lk s,  (B a , 
ta , a a a)    e e  s, t l t  ( a t, )    e e ab e a, 

tl  ( sabella, e t  )    st  a t ell, tl  ( ea sb   a lt    
)   att a a a ,  ( a te lle)    a  a , -  ( t  e , )    
 a s,  ( t a )    a  el alle, tl  ( a , )    a el a s, 

2b ( a a , )    a a  ll tt,  ( e a)   s ske ,  ( t  e )   
 at k la a a ,  ( ale )    a  e tes , ss ( sabella, )    

e t   a , tl  ( ll s lle)    B a  ea ,  ( all )    
a e  ks, 1b ( k e lle)   k a ,  ( k e lle)    a t    
le  a el, ss ( al e t t , )    e e e ,  ( ab , )    

att ee ,  ( k s lle, )    as e  ( a , )    esse 
t, b ( all )    ke e ake ,  ( a a ,   e ak )    

e all l e ,  ( a b ale)    e ek ll , 1b ( e a)    ke a , 
 (Be t )    a b e te,  ( teele lle)   ea  a   t e   ss sta ts 
a s , a  B , a  lbe k, st  a t ell      
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  2007-08
 a  lbe te ,  (Belle lle  est )    a e  lk s,  (B a , ta , 

a a a)    ake lls se,  ( e b ,   astle )    a  B a ,  
( a a , )    st  a t ell ( ea sb   a lt    )    a  

a , -  ( t  e , )    a  , 1b ( sb )    esle  
a ,  ( a ta)     a s,  ( t a )    a  lbe k,  ( e at   t  e-

esa )     a e , -  ( lt  ass  b e  )    st  a ell,  
( a a l s, )    s e ,  ( a , )    st  k s,  ( est 

a k t)    le  saak,  ( a l le)    B a  a se ,  ( a ssa)    ase 
tt e ,  ( a )    e et ,  ( st e )    a  ete s e,  ( ee , 
)    a  e a,  ( a , )    esse t,  ( all )     
tt , 1b ( b e )    e  l e ,  ( a )    l  alle ,  ( a )   
 e k t,  ( t  e )    ke a ,  (Be t )    a b e te,  

( teele lle)     te,  ( t  lt , )   ea  a   t e   s-
s sta t a es a s  a  le B e      

  2006-07
 a  k  ( a s lle, )    t ls  ( e  a , )    B a  B ab  

( e l, )    te e B a t ( at a   le  )    a  a le ( a )   
  as  ( a , )    le ke  ( t  e , )    B k s ( a )   
  a e , -  ( lt  ass  b e  )    st  a ell,  ( a a l s, 
)    ase tt e ,  ( a )    att e  e s (Bet alt )    st  ete s  

( t  l , )    e k ll s ( a el ,    )    a  e a, 
 ( a , )    e  atte ( e  t e s)    et  elt  ( est a k t)   
  tt , 1b ( b e )    e  l e ,  ( a )    l  alle ,  

( a )    e  as ( a el ,    )     te,  ( t  
lt , )    k le ,  ( a s lle)   a   t e   sst  a s 

  2005-06
 t ls  ( e  a , )    le e s  ( a )    e ek Be at  

( k e lle)    B a  B ab  ( e l, )    te e B a t ( at a   le  
)    a  a le ( a )     as  ( a , )    a  e , -  

(Bet alt )    s la k, 2b ( a a , )    s a k, b ( a sb )    
s alt ,  ( a )    le ke  ( t  e , )    B k s ( a )   

 Be   (Be t )    ael  ( a b ale)    B a  e s ( s lle, 
)    a  a e,  (Bet alt )    e ek ll s ( a el ,    t  

)    e  ll  ( t  e , )    a e  e  ( sb )    
te  b s ,  ( a ks lle, )    a e t  (Be t )    Be  tale  

( t  e )    e  as ( a el ,    t  )    e  
ll a s ( a sb )   ea  a  B b s   ss sta t a  B a  a t

  2004-05
 e Bal  ( est a k t)    e ek Be at  ( k e lle)    a  e  

 (Bet alt )    s la k, ss ( a a , )    s a k, b ( a sb )   
 le a  (Bet alt )    s alt ,  ( a )    B k ba  ( , 
)    st  b  (Be t )    et  all,  ( a sb )    l a  att,  ( t  

e )     lb k  ( s lle, )    B a  e s ( s lle, )   
 a el e ett,  ( est a k t)    a  s ,  ( la te s, )    

ke e , 2b ( a)    e  e s,  ( a )    a  a e,  (Bet alt )   
 a e  e  ( sb )    te  b s ,  ( s lle, )    le 

a t ,  ( a sb )     ll ts  ( a e  e ts  Belle lle ast )   
 e  ll a s ( a sb )   ea  a  B b s   ss sta t a  B  Bet  

  2003-04
 ael a t,  ( a a , )    a  B e e ,  ( t s, )    a e 

a e ,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    e le s ,  ( e , )    
B a  a s, -  ( et , )    l a  att,  ( t  e )    B a  

sk ,  ( st k, ta , a a a)     le,  ( e s , )    a el 
e ett,  ( est a k t)    a  s ,  ( la te s, )    ake s , 
-  ( a k lls, )    k ee e , -  ( e b ,   astle )    a  
a e e,  ( e , )    e  e s,  ( a )    e  ll ,  ( t  
e )    a  e, -  ( e , )    B ll  s ,  ( elb lle, )   

 te e elle ,  ( e )    B ett ll s,  ( la e , )    a l  a , 
 ( le , )     e t ,  ( la te s, )    a b tte ,  ( a -
sb )    as  e e k,  ( a s lle)    le a t ,  ( a sb )   

 la  l ,  ( a , )    B a  ls , -1b ( b e )   ea  a  B b 
s   ss sta t a  a  el   ss sta t a  B  Bet

  2002-03
 a s e s ,  ( a, )    a  B e e ,  ( t s, )     
a ess,  ( alt   e le - alt  )    B a  a s,  ( est este , 
)    B a t l e, -  ( teele lle)    e  ,  ( es e t s, )   
 ae a e,  ( est a a ette, )    a e a e ,  ( esse   esse - al e  
)    le e e , -1b ( ee , )    B a  a s, -  ( et , 

)    a e  ks,  ( k e lle)    B a  sk ,  ( st k, ta , 
a a a)    Be  e ,  ( est este , )     le,  ( e s , )   
 le este ,  ( e t l s)     e a , -  ( est e  lls, )   
 e  a k,  ( e lle, )    s el e ,  ( s lle, )    

te e elle ,  ( e   a s lle )    B ett ll s,  ( la e , )   

 a l  a ,  ( le , )     e t ,  ( la te s, )    as  
e e k,  ( a s lle)    s , -  ( e s , )    ake e 

( a e st , )    att tl ,  ( st e )    B a  ls ,  ( b e )   
  a e ett , -  ( a a , )   ea  a  s el   ss sta t 
a es att ll tt a  es ells  

  2001-02
 le  Bast e ,  ( )    ke B e a , -1b ( tt a, )    e  

B ,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    e  B a t,  ( at a   le  
)   B a  a s,  ( est este , )    B a t l e, -  ( teele lle)   

 e  ,  ( es e t s, )    B ks ,  ( a bells lle, )   
 ae a e,  ( est a a ette, )    le e e , -1b ( ee , )    
a  atta ,  ( a a e)    a e  ks,  ( k e lle)    a s  ( t  

e )    e  a k,  ( e lle, )    ea  a a ,  ( a )   
 s , -  ( e s , )    ke e e t,  ( a aste , )    ake 

e, ( a e st , )    tt te b e e ,  ( as lle, )    att tl , 
 ( st e )    est  l e,  ( )   ea  a  s el   

ss sta t a  a  asle   t e t ss sta t  ll ell  

  2000-01
 t  Battle ( ass ll , )    a  Bet el,  ( e t ,   ates eek 

)    e t  Bla k ( a s , )    ke B e a , -1b ( tt a, )    e  
B ,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    e  B a t,  ( at a   le  

)   a  st a  ( e , )      ( e a t , )    B a  
et , -  ( s lle,   ale )    st  el a  ( teele lle)    at 
a k, -  ( a el , )    ke a  ( t t , )    a e st , 

 ( t  e )    e  e a  ( e te lle, )    a s l le  ( as lle)    
be t sb  (Belle lle)    t  e e  ( et )    k e l  ( e te lle, 
)    tt ba  ( e , )     tt ( e s e, )    ke 

e e t,  ( a aste , )    esse s ( a bsta t, )    le t t  
( s lle)   ea  a   a bell   ss sta t a  a e l

  1999-2000
  te ,  ( s lle,    )    ee  Ba kes,  ( t  e )   
 Ba t Be ke ,  ( s lle,   t   )    a  Bet el,  ( e t ,  

 ates eek )    a k B s ,  ( lletts lle,   e  )    
e ek ,  ( t , ta   ( la )    le  l ,  ( s la ,   

Bla e  )    B a  et , -  ( s lle,   ale )    e l k, -  
( a kl , )    at a k, -  ( a el , )    at a  a t,  ( a l e   

ea sb  )    e ll s,  ( ss a lle,   este  )    ea  lt, 
 ( a s lle,   e t al )    a e st ,  ( t  e )     k,  

( esse   esse - al e  )    ke lle , -  ( lla, )    e  e e , 
 ( e, )    b e ell,  (Ball ,   a ette )    k  k s, 

 ( a lt , ta   ll )     ea e,  ( a , )    
st  e a t,  ( a , )    s ,  ( lletts lle,   e  )   
 e  tt,  ( a a, ta   t  st e  )    at b ,  ( ke , 
ta   ba t  )     B a  a ,  (B lle, )  ea  a   

a bell  ss sta t a e l

  1998-99
  bb tt, -  ( ale a, )    a  lbe s,  (Belle lle  lt  )    
e  ls ,  ( e et ,   tt t  )     te ,  ( s lle, 
  leas e e a k )    Ba t Be ke ,  ( s lle,   t  a e  )   
 a k B s ,  ( lletts lle,   e  )    B bb  B , -  ( est 

a k t)    e  s l ,  (B a t , ta , a a a)    a  la s,  
( t  a es,     e )    att a s, -  ( b e )    B ett 

st ,  ( est a k t)    att l e,  ( ee lle, )    e l k, 
-  ( a kl , )    eal e l ,  ( e ,   ake e t al )    e k 
a els, -  ( e t ,   a a ette )     e ,  ( le a a,   

e )     e ,  ( tt t , )    att a la,  ( a , 
)    ke e ,  ( at ,   le  ste )    ke lle , -  

( lla, )    st  ,  ( a  a s,    e ts )    
B a  atte s ,  ( a bal, )     ea e,  ( a , )    s 

,  ( lletts lle,   e  )    e  tt,  ( a a, ta , a a a 
 t  st e  )    k  s ,  ( el a, )    st  te ee , 

 ( a lle, )     B a  a ,  (B lle, )    a es ess,  
( a  a s,   ast e t  )   ea  a   a bell   ss sta t 

a  e t  e be

  1997-98
 a  lbe s,  (Belle lle  lt  )     sb ,  ( t a a,   a s  

t     s Be a ,  ( t  e )    e  s l ,  (B a t , 
ta , a a a)    e  a ,  ( e t ,   a a ette )    att 

l k,  ( eka, )    att a s, -  ( b e )    a  e e t,  ( a k t 
 e e at l  )    att l e,  ( ee lle, )    s e ell, 

 ( s lle,   alle  )    a  l t, ss ( la  a k  e e at l  
)     a s,  ( e sb ,   a ess t  )   a e    s 

a ,  ( ka lle)     bb,  ( e t ,   at l  )   a e    
 e e a,  ( e t ,   ates eek )     e  st , -  (    

t  e )      a ell ,  ( st e )    a e ts ,  ( eka, )   
e e    Bea  a t ,  ( at ,   l e  )   ete s   k b    k  

BASEBALL  (CONT.)



s ,  ( el a,  )    B a  e ,  ( la ks lle, )    a b alla e, 
 ( e sb ,   a ess t  )    a es ess,  ( a  a s,   
ast e t  )   ea  a   a bell   ss sta t a  e t  e be

  1996-97
  sb ,  ( t a a,   a s  t     s Be s,  

( a lt , )    s Be a ,  ( t  e )    a  B s,  ( at , 
  ak lls )    e  a ,  ( e t ,   a a ette )    

att l k,  ( eka, )    a  e e t,  ( a k t  e e at l  
)    s e ell,  ( s lle,   alle  )    a  l t, ss ( la  a k 

 e e at l  )     a s,  ( e sb ,   a ess t  
)    s a ,  ( ka lle)     s a ett,  ( e e s lle, )    

e  st , -  (    t  e )   a ett    as  e ,  (   Be t  
)    a e ts ,  ( eka, )    Bea  a t ,  ( at ,   l e  
)     e k s,  ( ba   ll b k )   t    a  sell, 

  ( k e lle)   s    a  lle,  ( at ,   ak lls )    
e  e ,  (Ba , )    ke s , -  ( e t ,    e  la  

)    B a  e ,  ( la ks lle, )    a b alla e,  ( e sb ,   
a ess t  )   ea  a   a bell   ss sta t a   e te s  

  1995-96
 s Be s,  ( a lt , )    a  B s,  ( at ,   ak lls 

)   Bla kb   Bl    e e  B el ,  ( elb lle,   elb  t  
)   a t ell    B ett b ,  ( a t ,   t t )   a s     
a s,  ( a )   se    te e lk s,  ( este t , )   a a e     s 

a ett,  ( e e s lle, )    e e  ast s,  ( a kl ,   a e )   
 a l el ka ,  ( ll s lle)    s  s a ,  ( t    
)    a s ,  ( t  ete s,   t   )    B a  ea e ,  

( a a e  s s  )    as  e ,  (   Be t  )    B a  
a ,  ( le es,    a s  )   el     e k s,  ( ba  

 ll b k )    a  lle,  ( at ,   ak lls )    a  
e ,  ( at a   le  )    e  as,  ( as  t   l  

)    ke s ,  ( e t ,    e  la  )    e e  lle,  
( ,   t t )    att a ak, -  ( a b ale)    els  ates, 

 ( e e s lle, )   ea  a   a bell   ss sta t a  ke se  

  1994-95
 e  B a ,  ( t  s,   a el  ast )    e e  B el ,  

( elb lle,   elb  t  )    as  a a a ,   ( l ssa t,  
 l e  t  )    B ett b ,  ( a t ,   t t )    e 
a s,  ( as t )     a s,  ( a )    B a  se ,  ( a t , 

  t t )    et  l s ,  ( st e   st e - e le - alt  
)    ke e ,  ( alt lle)     t e al , 1b-  ( e t ,   

e  t  )    ell  a e,   ( a , )    e  e a ,  ( alt -
lle)    e see,  ( t  s,   ebste  es )    e  ee e, 
 ( e a  est e )    a  a a e,  ( a b)    e ek a la ,  

( t  e )    att a e,  ( as lle)    abe a s ,  ( t  e )    
e e  ast s,  ( a kl ,   a e )   a l el ka ,  ( ll s lle)    
a s ,  ( t  ete s,   t   )    B a  ea e ,  ( a a e  

s s  )    ke ,  ( t  e , )    a k s,  ( a, 
  t  ea b  )     a at ,  ( ete   a  t  t  

)    te e e e ,  ( e t lle, )    B a  e ,  ( akla  
t ,    e al )    e  as, -  ( as  t   l  )   
 e e  lle,  ( ,   t t )    a  a ,  ( elb lle,  

 elb  t  )    a  ls ,  ( t  a les,   est )   ea  
a   a bell   ss sta t a  ke se   

  1993-94
 B k el,  ( t  e , )    k te ,  ( ee lle)    ke Be al, 

-  ( k k e  les t  )    B bb  B tle ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  
t  )    as  a a a ,   ( l ssa t,   l e  t  )    

 a e,  ( est a k t)    st  a ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  
t  )    B a  ka t,  ( ll s lle,   a a ette )    e  

e a ,  ( alt lle)    e see,  ( t  s,   ebste  es )   
 e  ee e,  ( e a  est e )    e ek a la ,  ( t  e )   
 att a e,  ( as lle)    s lt,  ( at ,   e  Ba  )   
 as  ls,  (Ball ,   a k a  est)    at a  a a ,  ( este -

el ,   a k a  est )    B a  e ,  (   Be t  )     
est a ek,  (B k a k,   a k )    ke ,  ( t  e , )    
a e k at k,  (B k e   st e  )    a  ,  ( e e s , 

  e e s  t  )    st  , -  ( a a,   B ke )   
 e e a ,  ( lk lle  l e a  )    b ,  ( at ,   
l  )     ls ,  ( t  s,   a el  ast )    e e 

a ,  ( est a k t)    a  ea s ,  ( t  s,   a le  )   
 ke a ,  ( ll b ,   lla ela- t  e )    ke lla,  

( st e )    te e e e ,  ( e t lle, )     lke s,  ( all   
all  s  )    as  e s,  ( l ssa t,   l e  t  )   

ea  a   a bell   ss sta ts a  a s, k a  a  a  s

  1992-93
 B k el,  ( t  e ,   e  )    att Ba le ,  ( teele lle)    
 B le ,  ( st  e  )    B ll  B e t,  ( el ,   ka  )   

 B bb  B tle ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    e ek lela ,  
( k e lle)    as  k,  ( t ,   st a  t  )    s 

al ,  ( t  a les,   a s ell )    B a  a e,  ( l a  
s,   t ell )    B a  ka t,  (Ball ,   a a ette )   

 ke a e,   ( t  l e)    a  a e ,  ( t  e ,   e  )    
e ek a ,  ( t , ta , a a a)    e  e la ,  ( l , )     
a b s ,  ( at ,   a e t )    a  e ,  (Bea st )    

s lt,  ( at ,   e  Ba  )    a  te ,  ( elle   
a ssa )    a s elle ,  ( t  e )    B a   e ,  (   Be t  

)      est a ek,  (B k a k,   a k )    e e a ,  
( l , )     a  ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    

a t  ,  ( l b a)    a  a e s ,  ( t  k, ta , a a a)   
 e al al e,  ( t  e )    e  a le ,  ( a e a ea , 
)    a  ,  ( t  alt , )    e  ettles,  ( ast t  
s  l  )      ls ,  ( t  s,   a el  ast )   

 e ,  ( a ette lle,   a el ee  )    B e t a ell,  
( la )     tt,  ( a et  a et- e )    ke ssell, 

 ( e    lt  a ette )    e a e ,  ( a ,   e  )   
 e e  tt,  ( l b a,   k a  )    a  elle s,  ( a kl , 
  b  )    aleb la te ,  ( la ks lle,   t est )    

a es t ,  ( l b a,   k a  )    e  t ,  (Ball ,   
a a ette )    a  as,  ( le ela ,   t  a  )     
a e ,   ( e te lle, )     lke s,  ( all )    a  e e ,  

( e st )   ea  a    a bell   ss sta ts a  a s a  k a

  1991-92
 att Ba le ,  ( teele lle)    e  Be et,   ( a te lle)    e ek B e , 
 ( la )    as  B ks,  ( t  e )    B a  B bes,  ( e t lle, 

  a s ell )    as  k,  ( t ,   st a  t  
)    s al ,  ( t  a les,   a s ell )    as  ees,  

( alt lle)    s ,  ( t  a les,   est )     e ke t,  
( a lt )    e  a ,  ( t  ete s,   a s ell )    e ek 

a ,  ( t , ta , a a a)    as  t ,  ( a t e s lle, )    
tt ale ,  ( alt lle)    a el a t ell,  ( ll   e t  )     

a es,  ( t  e )    a  s ,  ( t  a les,   a s ell )   
 B a  essle ,  ( t  s,   a k a  est )    e  b ,  

( a bell ll   )    be  e , - b (  e as, e t  )    
a t  ,  ( l b a)    le e,  (Belle lle  est )    a  
a e s ,  ( t  k, ta , a a a)    e  a t ,  ( e la  a k, 
  a ee )    s a t ,  ( a t   a t - e a  )     

atta,  ( t  l e)    e  aels,  ( t , ta , a a a)    B bb  
e, -  ( )    a e e e,  ( ast t  s  e  )    

 s ,  ( ea sb )    e ek ,  ( s lle,   e e s t )   
  lt ,  ( all ,   t  alt t  )    ke st , 

 ( a te t )    B e t a ell,  ( la )     tt,  ( a et  
a et- e  )    e k a e ,  ( tt  e Base  as ta  

)    a  ee es,  ( a te t )    a  el e e ,  ( ate l )   
 ll t e ,  ( a a, e t  )    b e s,  ( t  s,   
t  )    ke ssell,  ( e    lt  a ette )    e e  tt, 
 ( l b a,   k a  )    a  elle s,  ( a kl ,   b  

)     a e ,  ( e ta  e ta- ea a )   t e e a ,  
( t  ete s,   t  alt t  )    a  e ell ,  ( esse   alt lle 

)     atts,  (Ba t lle  e a est e )    a  te,  
( a ssa)    a  ll a s,  ( s lle  ea sb  )    e e  

ll s,  ( a b)    e  este ,  ( alt lle)   ea  a   e   
ss sta t a   a bell   ss sta t a  a  a s

  1990-91
 e k Basle ,  ( e )    s Beasle ,  ( a k  e a )    e  

Be et,   ( a te lle)    e ek B e ,  ( la )    att B le ,  ( a k a)   
 as  B ks,  ( t  e )    B  B tle ,  ( a a,    a e  )   
 e ale ,  ( sabela, e t  )    B ett a , -  ( l b a)   

  a s,  ( )    s  el a ,  ( a l a, e t  )     
a ,  ( )    s ,  ( t  a les,   est )    a l a es 

,  ( e ta  e ta- ea a )    l a l a ,  ( t  s,   B  
)    tt ale ,  ( alt lle)    a el a t ell,  ( ll   e t  )   

 tt e ,  ( la )    as  e s ,  ( est a k t)    B a  
essle ,  ( t  s,   a k a  est )    e  e s,  (Belle lle  ast 

)    be  e , - b (  e as, e t  )    s a t ,  ( a t  
 a t - e a  )    a e at s,  ( t  s,   a a ette )    

 atta,  ( t  l e)     e,  ( eeb )    B bb  e, -  
( )     s ,  ( ea sb )     lt ,  ( all ,   t  

alt t  )    e k a e ,  ( tt  e Base  as ta  )   
 a t  be ts,  ( a b , ta , a a a)     be ts,  ( e ta 

 e ta- ea a )    b e s,  ( t  s,   t  )     
a e ,  ( e ta  e ta- ea a )    k t kla ,  ( akla  t ,  
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  e al )    a e e ,  ( t  s,    )    t 
e e a ,  ( t  ete s,   t  alt t  )    e   lla e ,  

( a b , ta , a a a)    tt alla e, -  (Belle lle  ast )    
e  a e ,  ( a ette lle,   tla  )    a  ats , - b (B t  

 asa t este  )    a  te,  ( a ssa)    a  ll a s,  
( s lle  ea sb  )   ea  a   e   ss sta t a  

 e e   t  a  B a  la s   

  1989-90
 a es ,  (  e as, e t  )    e al   s t ,  ( tas a 

( ake a k)    a k Be a ,  ( a te t )    B ett Be e,  ( e t ,  
 a a ette )    B  B tle ,  ( a a,    a e  )    e 
ale ,  ( sabela, e t  )     e ,  ( a s lle,   B sse )   
 B a  l sse ,  ( eeb )    a l s l ,  (  e as, e t  )    

 abb,  ( a sb )    B ett a , -  ( l b a)     a s,  
(Ba t lle  e a est e )    s  el a ,  ( a l a, e t  )   

 B a  e l,  ( e t al a  la  )     ,  ( t  s,    
 e e  )    s a s,  (Belle lle  lt  )    l a l a , 
 ( t  s,   B  )    B a  a ett,  ( all )    tt e ,  

( la )    as  e s ,  ( est a k t)    at a  a ,  ( e -
a ,   est a k )    a  ,  ( lte lle)    B ll a ,  

( lte lle)    a  a ,  ( e t ,   a a ette )   t ke , 
    t sk ,  ( alt lle)     a s ,  ( e t ,   a a ette 

)     s, -1b ( e b ,   astle )    a e at s,  ( t  s, 
  a a ette )    e e lella ,  ( ast t  s  e  )    

le a e,  ( t  e )     e,  ( a   allat  t  )   
 tt et ,  ( eeb )    e  s,  ( alt lle)     lk sk , 

 ( lke t   e le - alt  )    a  lk t ,  ( a sb )    
a t  be ts,  ( a b , ta , a a a)     be ts,  ( e ta  

e ta- ea a )    tt a t ,  ( t  s,   B  )     
s,  ( st e )    a  e s,  ( st e )    e   lla e , 

 ( a b , ta , a a a)    e  a e ,  ( a ette lle,   tla  
)   ea  a    e   ss sta t a   e e

  1988-89
 e al  s t ,  ( tas a ( ake a k)    at Bake ,  ( ast t  s  e  
)    l t Ba a te,  (Be t )    B ett Be e,  ( e t ,   a a ette 
)    a  s ,  ( a a ,   l a  )     abb, -  

( a sb )     a s,  (Ba t lle  e a est e )     ,  
( t  s,     e e  )    B a  a e,  ( tta e lls   

e al )    B a  at ,   ( al a a s , )    s ll tt,  ( e t , 
  ates eek )    s a s,  (Belle lle  lt  )    a  ,  

( e t ,   B a  tat  )    b a e ,  ( a )    ss ast , 
 ( ast t  s  e  )    a k ask s,  ( a sas t ,   ak a k 

)     te se ,  ( a te t )    a  a ,  ( e t ,  
 a a ette )    a  ell,  ( )    ke se ,  ( eeb )    
la k a ,  ( e t ,   a a ette )     s, -1b ( e b ,   
astle )     kett, - b ( a s lle)    ke e,  (Belle lle 

 lt  )    a l s,  ( t ,    t  )    e e 
lella ,  ( ast t  s  e  )    le a e,  ( t  e )    
 att,  (Belle lle  lt  )    e  s,  ( alt lle)     

lk sk ,  ( lke t   e le - alt  )    B a  t e e ,  (B eese  
ate  e  )    a  a s,  ( la )     s,  ( st e )   

  e s,  ( st e )    e  este el ,  ( ast t  s  e  
)   ea  a    e   ss sta t  e e   

  1987-88
 e al  s t ,  ( tas a ( ake a k)    ke a a ,  ( k e lle)    
e  e e t,  ( ll a , )    ta e  ell,  ( al e t t ,   a s all 

t  )    B a  at ,   ( al a a s , )    s ll tt,  ( e t ,   
ates eek )    e  e s,  ( a )    a  ,  ( e t ,   

B a  tat  )   ee a    b a e , -  ( a )    ell a ea , 
 (Bl )    a k ask s,  ( a sas t ,   ak a k )     t-

e se , -  ( a te t )    ke se ,  ( eeb )    a e e e , -  
( lte lle)     est a ek,  (B k a k,   a k )   a aste    

la k a ,  ( e t ,   a a ette )    s a st ,  ( e t , 
  a a ette )    a a ale,  (   ss a,   e  e  )   
 att as ,  ( k e lle)     al ,  ( t  s,   t est 
)    a e e e, -ss ( ast t  s  e  )     att,  

(Belle lle  lt  )    e ek k , -  ( alt lle)    a e l ,  ( t  
s,   a k a  est )    a  a s,  ( la )     s, 

 ( tla ta,    )    te e t ,  ( e e a te,   t  )   
a ks    as  ll a ,  (Be t )    a  t ba , -1b ( )    

 e s,  ( st e )   ea  a   a l a s   ss sta t  e

  1986-87
 ke Bea ,  ( a be sb , )    ke a a ,  ( k e lle)    

 ele sk ,  ( a as ta, )     a ,  ( a as ta,   e  e t s 

)    a ell abt ee,  ( s lle,   a e e  )    s e a , 
 ( t  e )    ta e  ell,  ( al e t t ,   a s all t  )    

B a  tte , -  ( a be sb , )    Ba  ee a ,  ( a s lle,   t  
)    ell a ea ,  (Bl )     e e ,  ( la )    a l 

kel,  ( a lt ,   ak ta )     est a ek,  (B k a k,   
a k )     al ,  ( t  s,   t est )    B b et , 

-  ( a s lle,   e al )    e ek k , - b ( alt lle)    ee 
ke,  ( )    a e l ,  ( t  s,   a k a  est )    

e  e s,  ( le ela ,   t  a s )    a k se , -  ( la )   
 la  ,  ( a s lle,   e al )    te e lle,  ( t  e )   
 a  t ba , -1b ( )    k t kla ,  ( t  e )    a  

al ,  ( le ela ,   ake  )    a  e ss, -1b ( la )    a k 
e ,  ( a ks , )   ea  a   a l a s   ss sta t a   e

  1985-86
 B bb  Bea ,  ( t  e )    e  B l t,  ( la )    ke B e , 

 ( l ,   B s  )     a ls ,  ( k e lle)    a e le,  
( a te t )     essle ,  ( alt lle)    B ll la ,  ( t  e )   

 B a  tte , -  ( a be sb , )    k aebe, 2b ( la )     
e e ,  ( la )    e est ,  ( le ela ,   e t al at l  )   

 a  a a,  ( alt lle)    B a  ee,  ( a el )    l  t s , 
-1b ( la  t )     t ell,  ( a  e s,   st  e t al )   

 B b et , -  ( a s lle,   e al )    e  e s,  ( le ela , 
  t  a s )    e t  a ,  (Be t )     e ,  ( a a l s, 

  e  e a  )    a k se ,  ( la )    te e lle,  ( t  
e )    e  t ,  ( st e )    k t kla ,  ( t  e )    

 e s ,  (Bl   ebbe  s  )    a  e ss, 1b ( la )   
ea  a  a l a s   ss sta t a   alkste

  1984-85
 e  b se,  ( esa eake,  ( eat B e )    B bb  Bea ,  ( t  

e )    e  B l t,  ( la )     a ls ,  ( k e lle)     
le,  ( e es,   t   )     essle ,  ( alt lle)    

ke a e ,  ( k s)    k aebe, 2b ( la )     e e ,  ( t  
s,   a el  e t al )    e est ,  ( le ela ,   e t al 

at l  )    a  a a,  ( alt lle)    B a  ee,  ( a el )    l  
t s ,  ( la  t )    a  a a ,  ( l  ake  a ee )    
 kels,  ( a   s  ast )     e ,  ( a a l s,  

 e  e a  )    e  t ,  ( st e )    e  talke ,  ( e a , 
)    e t te e s,  ( t  e )     ls ,  ( a el )     

,  ( ast t  s  ss t  )   ea  a  k a   t  
a   a l a s   ss sta t a   e e

  1983-84
 e  b se, -  ( esa eake,   eat B e )    a k e s , 

 ( e t e)     s t ,  ( esb   a- esb  )    te e 
Bl e e , b ( ll s lle)    as  B ,  ( all a t,   llsb ,  )   

 B ll l sse ,  ( eeb )    k a l ,  ( a te t   t  )    B ll 
e e,  ( at ,   e  Ba  )    at a , 2b ( ast t  s 

 ss t  )     e e b k,  ( a s lle,   a s  )    
a  a a , -  ( l  ake  a ee )    a  e,  ( as e as, 
  B a a )    a k s,  ( a ks ,   a ee,  )    
 t ,  ( ala a ,   t  e ,  )    att t , -1b ( at , 
  e t  )     e , 1b-  ( a s lle,   e t al )    

 ls ,  ( a el )    te e  t s,  ( elle   alt lle )   ea  
a  k a   ss sta t a   a l a s

  1982-83
 B b e s ,  ( a e sb ,   t  e t al )    e  Ba t ,  ( -

k ,   a t  )    te e Bl e e , b ( ll s lle)   B a    as  
B ,  ( all a t,   llsb ,  )     a lt ,   (Bea st )    

te e la k,  ( este )    B ll l sse ,  ( eeb )    B e t t e s,  
( e e a te,   t  )     lke s ,  (B e  alt lle )    
B  a la ,  ( a s lle,   t  )     e e b k,  ( a s lle, 

  a s  )    e  a ,  ( t  e )   s     e, 
 ( eeb )     lle ,  ( ll s lle)     asle ,  ( t  e )   
   e,  ( l e ale, )    a  e e ,  ( la )    a l a k a, 

 ( k,   ale  ( ) )    ete e a  (B e t ,   t  s B )   
 ta  s,  (Be t   tla  ( ) )    B ll la e s,  ( el ,  

 a e  t  ( ) )     t ,  ( ala a ,   t  e ,  )   
 e  e e ,  ( e b ,   astle )     a e,  ( e  t e s)   
  te,  ( a s ,   tes eek)    te e  t s,  ( elle   

alt lle )   ea  a  k a   ss sta t a   e t   a  
( all)   ss sta t a   ke  ( )

  1981-82
 B b e s ,  ( a e sb ,   t  e t al )    ell  Ba ,  

( la ks lle, )    e  Ba t ,  ( k ,   a t  )    e  e  
B a lle,  ( a a a)     B k se,  ( t  e )    a e  B ett,  
( st e )     a lt ,   (Bea st )    a  l ell, -  (Bl  
 ebbe  s  )    B e t t e s,  ( e e a te,   t  )   
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 a  e ke ,  ( a a ,   b  ( )   ll s    a  ast a ,  
( alt lle)    B a  s,  ( lletts lle,   e  )     lke s , 
 (B e  alt lle )     ee,  ( t  e )    e  a ,  

( t  e )    a  e,  ( tes lle,   t  )    a l  kab , 
 ( ee ,   e te  e )     s ,  ( s lle,   la ks-
lle ( ) )    e  e ste ,  ( a la ,   e e t al )    ke 
a ,  ( t  s,   B  )    ke al t ,  ( e at   te e  

)      lls,  ( t  e ,   e s t  )     
asle ,  ( t  e )    a  e e ,  ( la )    ete e a  (B e t , 

  t  s B )     e ake    ta  s,  (Be t   tla  
( ) )    la  ka s,  ( t s , )    B ll la e s,  ( el ,   

a e ,  )    k l , -  ( e e ,   B a  )   ab    
a  e ,  ( a e l ,    t  )     e k,  ( a te 
t   t  )   ea  a  k a   ss sta t a  B b elle  ( all)    
ss sta t a  e t  tt  ( )

  1980-81
 a  Ba e ,  ( a a l s,   e  e a  )     a e te ,  

( a a l s,   t t )    a  le e ,  ( a s all,   ke   
)    a e e, -  ( tes lle,   t  )    a l kab ,  

( ee ,   e te  e )    e  e ,  ( t  e )    e  , 
-  ( est a k t)    e  e e ,  ( e e ela  e te e a )   
 e  e ste ,  ( a la ,   e e t al )    B ll ea e e ke , -  

( e e   ka lle )    le  a e, -  ( ttsb , )    ke al t , 
-  ( e at   te e  e at  )    tt e e ,  ( alesb )    a k 

a s ,  ( la )    a k tle e,  ( es lle, )     
a b ,  ( t  e )    te e ab,  ( alesb )    k l , 
 ( e e ,   B a  )    a  a ,  ( es lle, )    a les 

a, -  ( la )    a es t eb ake , -  ( es lle, )    te e 
a l ,  ( a a l s,   t t )    ke alke , -  ( ttsb , )   

 a  ea e ,  ( e es,   l  )     e e ,  (Bea st )   
 e ell eele ,  ( t  a , )   ea  a  ke l e   ss sta t 

ell  b e

  1979-80
 a  e s ,  ( le ,   Be t  e t al )    a  l ,  ( le , 
  Be t  e t al )    a  Ba e ,  ( a a l s,   e  e a  )   
 te e B , -1b  ( tte be ,   Be t  e t al )     a e te ,  

( a a l s,   t t )    ell  et,  ( a lt ,   a t )   
  eel, ss ( t  e )    a  e b , b ( et ,  )    tt 

a ,  ( t  e )    e a e s e e , -  ( t  e ,   e s 
t  )    at e be t,  ( a t l)    e  , -  ( est a k t)   

 l a e ,  ( t  e )    B ll ea e e ke , -   ( e e   ka lle 
)    e  as,  ( e ,   e s t  )    le  a e, 

-  ( ttsb , )    B b a ,  (Be t   ea sb  )    ke 
a e ,  ( teele lle)    a k lls,  ( tte be ,   Be t  e t al )    
a k e bel,  ( alt lle)    ke a k s ,  ( lte lle)    a  et , 
 ( ,   Be t  e t al )     a e ,  ( t  e )    a k 

t ,  ( a s lle,   t  )    a les a, -  ( la )    
 ll a ,  ( est a k t)    tt te l,  ( e  t e s)    ete t ll, 

-  ( a kl ,   a kl - s  )    b t e,  ( esse   el se a k 
- s  est )    ea  a , -   ( a t l)    tt a e ,  ( t  

e )    e ell eele ,  ( t  a , )    tt e,  ( lte lle)   
ea  a  ke l e   ss sta t  lle   

  1978-79
 te e B ,   ( tte be ,   Be t  e t al )     B t ,  ( e sb , 
)    a  a e ,  ( elb lle, )    t e l t, -  ( e e a te,   
t  )     eel, ss ( t  e )    e  t ,   ( ea sb )   

a t e    ke a e ,  ( teele lle)   e   s     ,  ( e e 
a te,   t  )   s    ke ea ,  ( lte lle)    ke a k -

s ,  ( lte lle)   atte s ,     a e ,  ( t  e )   a s    
a k t ,  ( a s lle,   t  )    a all el ,  ( tes lle,  

 t  )    B b t ,  ( e e a te,   t  )    tt te l,  
( e  t e s)    ete t ll, -  ( a kl ,   a kl - s  )    e t 

t t a ,  ( t  e )    e  t t a ,  ( t  e )   ke    
ea  a , -   ( a t l)    tt a e ,  ( t  e )   ea  a  ke 

l e   ss sta t a   lle

  1977-78
 a e B l t,   ( la )     B ,   ( as e , )     al ell, 

 ( st e   a te lle )    e  a bell,  ( t  e )    t e l t, 
 ( e e a te,   t  )    e s ,  ( ll a , )    k lle ,  

( e a  s )    e  s,  ( e e a te,   t  )    
ee t e ,  ( as e , )    e  ts ,  ( se ale, )      le ,   

( e e s ,   e e s   )     aste s ,  ( k t,   t  
e e  )    a e let ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )   
  ,  ( e e a te,   t  )     ke ea ,  ( lte lle)   

BASEBALL  (CONT.)   eese,  ( e a  s )    a all el ,  ( tes lle,  
 t  )    e  ka s,   ( s lle,   B s  a  )    B b 

t ,  ( e e a te,   t  )     e t t t a ,  (   t  e )   
 l s ,  ( e e a te,   t  )     e es,  ( t  e -
)    t s stle,  ( l t,   t  )   ea  a   ke l e

  1976-77
 a e B l t, -  ( la )     B a kett, -  ( a k t, )     

B ,  ( as e , )     al ell,  ( a te lle)    e s , -  ( l-
l a , )    B ll ke s , -  ( a k t, )    e k a ett, -  ( a el )    

e  s,  ( e e a te,   t  )    e  ts ,  ( se ale, )   
  le ,  ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    a e let ,  

( e e s ,   e e s  t  )     le lle ,  ( elb ,   t  
e t al )    ell  b e ,  ( lb e e,   a sa  )    b 
a e , -  ( t  e )    a  a sk ,  (Be t )    a e tt,  

( as e , )    a e  tt, -  ( ea sb )   eal l e ,  ( a l sle,   
ll a  )    a k t , -  ( e e a te,   t  )    l s ,  
 ( e e a te,   t  )    s ale t e,  ( e a  e t al )    
a t  a e ,  ( t  e )   ea  a  ke l e  

  1975-76
 a  a ,  (Be t )    k Bass ,  ( esse )    te e a e,  ( t  

e )    te e a e , -  (Be t )   te e lke s , -  (B e)     
a t, -  ( t  e )    tt ,  ( t  e )     a e s, -  

( est a k t)     a a e, -  (B e t  e  ll )    a k 
e e ,  ( t  e )    B ll a le ,  (Be t )    le lle ,  ( elb , 
  t  e t al )    ell  b e ,  ( lb e e,   a sa  )   
 a k ,  ( e a  e t al )    as    b a e , -  ( t  

e )    a k a ,  ( esse )    a e  tt, -  ( ea sb )   
 a k t , -  ( e e a te,   t  )    e  st , -  ( e le   

e le - alt  )    s ale t e, 1b ( e a  e t al )    a t  
a e ,  ( t  e )   a ell ll a s, -  ( e )   ea  a  ke l e   
t e t a a e  e  e ( llsb )  

  1974-75
 Be a    te e a e,  ( t  e )     a t, -  ( t  e )   

e lat    tt ,  ( t  e )     a a e, ss (B e t  e  
ll )    a k e e ,  ( t  e )   B a  a te    e  e ( llsb )   

 k e  ( ll s lle)   a k e,    te e e tel ( al e e )    
 a ,  (Be t )   B b e e    al  s  ( ll s lle)   s le   
 lle  ale t e ( a a a)    a  ale t e ( a a a)   a  a a   
 B t  ll a s ( la )    a  e al s ( t  e )   ea  a  ke 
l e   t e t a a e ,  e  lt ( t  e )

  1973-74
 B b Bla kb ,     te ,  ( al e   esse - al e  )    ke 
t e,  ( esse )   e  ale,  ( k e lle)    ll,  ( t  e )    
 a e ,     et ,  ( st e )    a  e a ,  ( t  e )   

 e  e,  ( llsb )    k e ,  ( ll s lle)    ke at , 1b 
( st e )    te e e tel,  ( al e e )     a , -  (Be t )    
B e e e ke ,  ( k e lle)    al  s ,  ( ll s lle)    ,   

 lle  ale t e,  ( a a a)    a  ale t e,  ( a a a)    B t  l-
l a s,  ( la )    a  e al s,  ( t  e )   ea  a  ke l e   

t e t a a e  B a  e s

  1972-73
 B b Bla kb    ke t e ( esse )   k a lt   te e a e    

B e  a se ,  ( teele lle)    e  a e , 2b ( ea sb )     
a e   ke e e ,     et  ( st e )    a  e a ,  ( t  
e )    a  ks ( esse   esse - al e  )    ke at , 1b ( st -
e )   k la ,    tt    a les e ,  ( ea sb )    B e 
e e ke  ( k e lle)   k t e ,   te e e ell   e  a e   ea  
a  ke l e   t e t a a e s a e lt a  e  ee e

  1971-72
  s b  ( t  e )    t tt,  ( ea sb )    Blake , 

 ( t  e )    B e  a se ,  ( teele lle)  ll e elks ( t  e )    
e  a e ,  ( ea sb )     a  elle ,  ( t  e )    ke at  

( st e )    B e e ,  ( ea sb )    B b a e,  (Be t )    
a  e a tta,  ( k e lle)    a les ,  ( ea sb )    a  
a b ,  ( a e t )     k al e ,  ( t  e )     t  (Be t )   

 a e al e ,  ( st e )    k ebb,  (Be t )     ll a s,  
( el )    e all ll s,  ( el )     att,  ( teele lle)   ea  a  

ke l e   ss sta t a  a e a e   tat st a  te e s ( t  e )   
t e t a a e  e  ee e (Be t )   

  1970-71
 e s e t ,  ( st e )    B ll Bl k,  ( a a a)    t tt,  

( ea sb )    Blake ,  ( t  e )    a  t e s,  ( esse )    
e  es, -  ( esse - t  e )    a  elle ,  ( t  e )    B e 

e s,  ( ea sb )    B b a e,  (Be t )    a  a e  ( t  e )   
 a e al e ,  ( st e )     ll a s,  ( el )    e all ll s,  



  A.J. Hummel
e s t   at - le t

  Paul Knapp
e ee e s t

  Eli Miller
ss   e s t

  Cory Renois
be t s lle e ( )

Class of 2014
  Will Fisher

e t al et st e s t  ( )

  Trey Garrett
l a te at al e s t

  Jarrett Luckett
Bla kb  lle e

  Logan Tabor
a a - e  t  a e ( )

  Alex Wittenauer
e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2013
  Trey Bailey

e s t   e t k

  Jarrett Bednar, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Brandon George, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Tirey Burch, ss
 e s t

  Nolan Ray, c
e t k  esle a  e s t

  Greg Guest, inf
a  ( ) tate e s t

  Garrett Hunt, p
e t k  esle a  e s t

  Alex Posey, p
e s t   ll s - a

  Jordan Fortner, 1b/of
ll a  e ell lle e ( )

  Steve Draper, of
t e  esle a  e s t  ( )

  Dalton Mellott, p
B es a e s t  ( ) 

Class of 2011
  Nathan Dorris, p

t e  ll s - a b ale
 e  b  B a es   bs 2 12

  Ryan uick, p
st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Tyler O’Daniel, 3b
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Gavin Petrea
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Alex Wood
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Daniel Peters
e t al et st e s t  ( )

BASEBALL
Former Warriors who played at 4-year level and/or signed professional contracts 

  Aaron Choate, c
  t e  a a- a s lle

  Nick Andros, p
s b e s t  ( )

e  b  als 2 1

  Cory Farrow, p
s b e s t  ( )

  Jason O’Brien, p
 e s t

  Brady Wright
t east ss  tate e s t

  Blake Deaton, inf
a  tate e s t

  Brad Bozic, p
- t e t e s t  ( )

  Ty Broady, inf
t  at e e lle e ( )

  Devin Luckett
al  e s t  ( )

  Ethan Collins, c
akla  t  e s t  ( )

  Justin Busekrus, of
al  Bea  tla t  e s t  ( )

Class of 2012
  Andrew Edwards, p

este  e t k  e s t
e  b  als 2 1

  Reggie Young, p
e ea  ( ) tate e s t
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( el )    a  sel , -  (Be t )  ea  a   a   ss sta t a  
a e l   a a e s, a es as (Be t ) a  e  ee e (Be t )

  1969-70
 ale B a k,  ( a e t )    B b e ,  ( esse )    e  e t ,  

( a e t )    B b akes,  ( t  e )     e,  ( st e )    
e  es,  ( esse )     et ,  ( st e )    B e a e,  ( t  

e )     el ,  ( t  e )     ,  ( e le )    B b sb , 
 (Bl )    a  te a t,  (Be t )     as,  (Be t )    ke 
eat e l ,  ( t  e )    a  lke s ,  (Be t )    b  ll a s,  

(Be t )   ea  a   a

  1968-69
B ll Bl k    te e a a  ( la )   e    e  l e  ( t  e )   

  et  ( st e )   ee      ( e le )   le   a  a e   
a les l  ( t  e )   a    e a    lla  t a    

 a l    ke eat e l  ( t  e )   B  eat e    eat e   
e    k e t ( k e lle)   ea  a   a   Bat ls, 

k e Ba t , a  a a a , ll s  la k a  e esa eat e s  

  1967-68
 a  B sk ,  ( al e )    te e a a ,  ( la )    a  l  

( t  e )    a e a t ( t  e )    a s  B t  a s ( st -
e )    e  l e  ( t  e )    a e    a  ll ,  (Be t )   
 e s ( alt lle)    e a el ( la )   e a    

a l lke  ( t  e )    k t ( k e lle)    a  e  (Be t )   
ea  a   a  Bat ls, B e a e att, a  a a a , a a e -
s , ea  l , st  l k a  eb  ta t  

MT. VERNON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
  1966-67

 a  B sk  ( al e )   a l a   B ll  ( t  e )    le e s    
a  l  ( t  e )    a e a t,  ( t  e )    ea  a ks , -ss 

( a e t )    B ll  a  k,  ( t  e )    a   ( t  e ),   
 a  b lt  ll ,  (Be t )   e t  t e  ( t  e )    
e s ( alt lle)     a   a  a  ( t  e )   e a  

   B b alle  ( t  e )    a l lke  ( t  e )      ( t  
e )    a  e  (Be t )   ea  a   a   t e t a a e s, 
a  el e s  a   a  ( t  e )  

  1965-66
ke Best    ta  le  ( t  e )   e a s    ea  a ks , -ss 

( a e t )   B ll k,  ( t  e )    a e    a  ,  ( t  e )   
 e  ll  ( t  e )   e le    kelt  ( t  e )   e e 
e a    B b alle ,  ( t  e )   e  ll a s (B e  t  e   
)      ( t  e )   ea  a  ll ee   t e t a a e s  
a  ( t  e ) a  ke a e ( t  e )

Class of 2016
  Justin Hayden

e s t   a s lle ( )

  Brock Fulkerson
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Aiden McMahan
t east ss  tate e s t

  Zach Becherer
elta tate e s t  ( )

  Brodie Brown
  t e  a a

  Hunter Johnson
a a e s t - t east

  Levi Tanner
e t k  esle a  e s t

  Luke McConnell
ll k  e s t

  Tristan Cummings
akla  t  e s t  ( )

Class of 2015
  Dallas Adkins

Be ea ( ) lle e

  Daris Box
a s- t e tate e s t  ( )

  Derek Flaugher
aste  ll s e s t

  Kyle Goodman
a a e s t - t east
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  John Easter

ll k  e s t

  Ben Klaustermeier
e s t   ss - t  s

  Kaleb Warren
e  e s t -Belle lle

  Richard Arias
- t e t e s t  ( )

  Kyle Hudson
al  e s t  ( )

Class of 2010
  Luke Shuemaker, p

a  ( ) tate e s t

  Patrick Flanagan, p
B a le  e s t

  Spencer Ammons, p
e s t   ss - t  s

  Freddie Cabrera, p
e t al et st e s t  ( )

 2 t -  ee, e s 2 11

  Raymond Fuentes, ss
e t al et st e s t  ( )

  A.J. Martin, p
e t al et st e s t  ( )

  Kendall Toliver, p
e t al et st e s t  ( )

  Raymond Delvalle, inf
e t k  esle a  lle e

  Tomas Rodriguez, p
- t e t e s t  ( )

Class of 2009
  Eric Davis, p

st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Jacob Wente, p
t east ss  tate e s t

  Jesse Schmidt, 3b
e  e s t  ( )

  Daniel Edwards, 2b
- t e t e s t  ( )

Class of 2008
  Cory White, p

 44t -  a t k, a s
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Zach Petersime, p
 4 t -  k, s e  b  les

  Chase Kittinger, c
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Lincoln Talley, of
e t k  esle a  e s t

  Ed Draper, p/inf
s  e s t

  Troy Sitton, 1b
 e s t

  Giovanni Rivera, of
l a e al e s t

Class of 2007
  Brandon Braboy, p/ss

e s t   a a l s ( )
 1 t -  , s e  b  a kees

  Adam Akin
  a s lle ( )  a a l s ( )

  Nick Wooley, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

 e  t  als 2 9

  Tony Cash
t  as e s t  ( )

  Kyle Dickey
e t k  esle a  e s t

  Cort Alsop
a a e s t - t east

Class of 2006
  Chris Crank, 3b

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Chris Clark, 2b
elta tate e s t  ( )

  Hunter Robinson, c
t eat lle e ( )

  Chris Dalton, cf
e ee lle e

  Ryan Payne, c
t  se s lle e ( )

  Randy Cherry, of/p
  ka sas - t ell

Class of 2005
  Daniel Jewett, cf

t e  ll s e s t

  Seth Hall, c
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Corey Lewis, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Kyle Schwartz, p
a bells lle ( ) e s t

  Aaron Johnson, p
st  tla t  tate  ( )

  Elijah Hiatt, p
Be  lle e ( )

Class of 2004
  Brandon Hammons, of/p

e ea  ( ) tate e s t

  Nick Keener, inf/of
akla  t  ( ) e s t

  Steve Mueller, p
ebste  e s t  ( )

  Taylor Nahm, p
ebste  e s t  ( )

  Tadd Brewer, inf
s b e s t  ( )

  Roy Irle, p
B e t - a ke  lle e ( )

Class of 2003
  Kyle Geiger, c/of

 42 -  2 a t, s e  s

  Brian Davis, inf
e s t   t e  a a

  Jae Fadde, p
e s t   t e  a a

  Chris Rich, inf/p
ka sas tate e s t

  Jake Shore
ss  Ba t st e s t

Class of 2002
  Mike Seifert, p

 e  b  Bl e a s

  Mike Breyman, 1b/of
e s t   e t k

 e seas s  ate a  l es

  Scott Steinbrecher, p
st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Kevin Bryant, of
e ea  ( ) tate e s t

  Lance Johnston, p
e ea  ( ) tate e s t

  Corey Cinnamon, inf
 lle e ( )

  Eric Asbury, p
e t k  tate e s t

  Kris Ferrell, inf
a a e s t - t east

  Beau Parton, of
 e s t  ( )

Class of 1997
  Adam Biggs, p

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Ryan Spille, p
t east ss  t  e s t

 e  b  Bl e a s 1999

  Jason Kern, p
t east ss  tate e s t

  Chris Hargett, 1b
 lle e ( )

  Chris Beggs, of
 lle e ( )

  Mike Thompson, c
e s t   ka sas- ttle k

Class of 1996
  Josh Huisman, 3b

e s t   ss ss

  Drew Thomas, p
ll s tate e s t

  Steve Elkins, p
Be  e s t  ( )

  Jeremy Tolle, c
Be  e s t  ( )

  Tony Edwards, c
e a lle e

  eremy Burchfield, ss
a a e s t - t east

Class of 1995
  Roger Freeze, 3b

 e s t

  Derek Harlan, of
 e s t

  Mike King, p
 e s t

  Matt Harre, p
e ea  ( ) tate e s t

Class of 1994
  Bobby Butler, p

 2 -  a t k, e  

  Brian Kern, p
a t s ( ) e s t

 e  t  s

  Chris Holt, p
e s t   at  ( )

  Brock Angel, ss
 e s t

  Tim Kestranek, 2b
ke  lle e ( )

  Mike Prah, inf
be la  lle e ( )

  Brandon Eckardt, of
est ste  lle e ( )

Class of 1993
  Derek Gaj

ll s tate e s t

  Marty Lowry, of
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Dave MacPherson, p
e s t   t  laba a
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  Nolan Bastien, p
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Keith Black
e e a e s t  ( )

  Ryan Grattan, c
al  Bea  tla t  lle e ( )

Class of 2001
  Jeff “J.D.” Kennard, p

 a t k, a kees

  Bobby Mosby
 at  e s

  Mitch Preumer
e e s t  ( )

  Pat Frank, p/inf
e t tate e s t  ( )

  Ryan “Pudge” Bethel, c
e s t   e essee- a t

  Brandon Dietz, inf/p
se - ls  lle e ( )

Class of 2000
  Tommy Pearce, inf

est a tate e s t

  Zack Brinson, p
e s t   a s lle ( )

  Luke Miller, p/inf
e s t   a s lle ( )

  Rick Okis, p
a e tate e s t  ( )

  Dusty Rinehart, p
a a st t te  e l

  Joe Flick, c/of
Bel t e s t  ( )

  Simon Auter, inf
e s t   e essee- a t

  Pat Tobin, c
e s t   a e

Class of 1999
  Neal Frendling, p

 1 t -  a t k, e l a s

  Jim Abbott, p/inf
 ee- e t ee, s

  Matt Eldridge, of
a s all e s t  ( )

  Corey Alsop, inf
e et  ( ) lle e

  Justin Norwood, p
a  alle  tate e s t  ( )

  Dustin Vugteveen, of
a  alle  tate e s t  ( )

Class of 1998
  Dan DeMent, 2b

e s t   laba a-B a  
 e  as ee a e t b  e l a s
 late  t  at als

  Jeff Houston, inf
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Dan Firlit, ss
t est ss  tate e s t

 e  b  a als 2

  Chris Hargett
e s t   s lle ( )

  Chris Gray, p
a  ( ) tate e s t

  Brad Turner, p
Ball tate e s t  ( )

  Chris Bernard, p
t est Ba t st e s t  ( )



120 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

BASEBALL  (CONT.)
  Greg Gerland, p 

be la  e s t  ( )

  Jeremy Scott, inf
a lle lle e ( )

Class of 1992
  Jason Books, inf

e as e  e s t

  John Moulton, p
e s t   ss

  Kurt Venneman, of
e s t   t  a l a- ke

  Chris Dumm, p
e s t   ss - t  s

  Rod Morrison, c
e ee lle e

  Rob Rogers, p
e a lle e

Class of 1991
  Shaun Watson, p

 22 -  a t k, ets

  Enrique Calero, inf
 e  t  st s

  Rich McGuire, c
e s t   ss

  Boyd Butler, of
 lle e

  Shane Swiney, inf
e s t    ( )

  Jason Henson, c
ss  este  tate lle e

  Rodney Villadiego, inf
k lle e  e s l a a

  Brett Crawford, of
ss  alle  lle e

  Phil Gagliano, inf
st e lle e ( )

Class of 1990
  Brett Benge, p

 1 t -  a t k, les

  Todd Davis, of
t est ss  t  e s t

  George McClellan, inf
st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Chris Evans, of
e e as  e s t  ( )

  Kurt Junker, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

  John Crabb, c/of
aste  ll s e s t

  Aaron Howard, p
e et  ( ) lle e

Class of 1989
  Russ Gaston, p

 ee e t, a als

  Craig Sands, p
t est ss  t  e s t

  Todd Hinterser, of
st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Mike Joseph, 2b
ll s tate e s t

  G.A. Aspito, p
a t s e s t  ( )

  Tom Myatt, 1b
be la  e s t  ( )

  Clark Landrum, p
e et  ( ) lle e

  Mike Lugge, 2b
 lle e

  J.K. Olkoski, p
est ste  lle e ( )

Class of 1988
  Chad Stombaugh, c

 e  t  als

  Todd Simmons, p
 e  t  a e s

  Lawrence Moore, of
 e  t  e s

  Tony Kestranek, 2b
st  ea  t  e s t  ( )

  Derek Nowicki, of/p
st  ea  t  e s t  ( )

  Lowell Ganieany, p
l e - t kt  lle e ( )

  Jamie Plohr, p
ss  Ba t st lle e

Class of 1987
  Rick Strickland, of 

st  ea  tate    a kees

  Shon Chmielewski, p
 ee e t, B a es

  Steve Scoville, p
a sas tate e s t

  Mark Winder, 1b
t east ss  t  e s t

  Mark Rosen, c
a a e s t - t east

  Mike Beard, of
l e  k   e s l a a

  Brian Etter, c/inf
e sb    e s l a a

Class of 1986
  Rick Gaebe, 2b

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Cliff McIntosh, p/1b
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Tim Dressler, inf
e s t   ss

  Bobby Beard, p
 lle e

  Joe Humeston, of
be la  

  Doug Ridner, p
be la

Class of 1985
  Ron Hoerner, p

e s t   ss - t  s
 ee e t, a als

  Doug Wilson, inf
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Tom Doyle, inf
a a tate e s t

  Kevin Stalker, p
aste  as t  e s t

  Leon Ambrose, p
l   e s t  ( )

  Tommy Wood, inf
a a  e s t

Class of 1984
  Bill Clossen, p

 -  k, B a es  a kees

  Todd Herrenbruck, inf/of
 19t -  a t k, ll es

  Rick Daily, inf
 ee e t, e s

  Bill Goedde,of
t est ss  t  e s t

  Steve Bluemner, 3b
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Matt Smith, p
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Cody Ashton, p
t east ss  t  e s t

  Joe Radetic
t east ss  t  e s t

  Mark Simmons, of
t east ss  t  e s t

  Jason Brown, c
t este  kla a tate 

Class of 1983
  Jeff Barton, p

 ee e t, ll es    a als

  Tom Fulkerson, p
 t -  b  e s,  t s

t est ss  t  e s t

  Tommy White, of
 ee e t, e s

  Paul Saikia, p
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Bub Anderson, p
a a e s t

  Stacy Sims, p
st  ea  tate e s t  ( )

  Todd Miller, 2b
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Bryon Garland, of
a a tate - a s lle

  Pete Serrano, 1b
e s t   ss - t  s

  Jim McGuire, ss
be la

  Bill Slavens, c
be la

Class of 1982
  Kevin Keister, p

t est ss  t  e s t

  Mike Mc uality, of
ss  t e  tate lle e

  Paul Huckaby, inf/of
ss  este  tate lle e

Class of 1980
  Gary Denbo, 3b

e  b  e s

  Doug Creel, ss
a ks lle tate e s t  ( )

  Scott Wagner, c
a ks lle tate e s t  ( )

  Dean Vaughn, p/inf
aste  ll s e s t

  Steve Brown, 1b/c
  t  l a- a a

  Mark Schwitz, p
a a e t al

Class of 1979
  Randall Shively, p

a  ( ) tate e s t

  Ritchie Clift, p
la le  lle e ( )

  Lee Huther, inf
akla  t  ( ) lle e 

Class of 1978
  Dennis Cox, c

a a e t al

  Wayne Middleton, p
a a tate - a s lle

Class of 1977
  Doyle Miller, p

a  ( ) tate e s t

  Kelly Mumbower, inf
t este  kla a tate 

  Chris Valentine, inf
a a  lle e

  Davey Scott, p/inf
ss  t e  tate lle e

Class of 1976
  Scott riffin, inf

Bel t lle e ( )

  Mark Hefner, inf
Bel t lle e ( )

  Jim Hammers, p/of
t east ss  t  e s t

Class of 1975
  Mark Moore, p

t  l a  a kees  e s

Class of 1974
  John Kretz, of

a a  lle e

  Randy Lemay, p
a a  lle e ( )

  Rod Karcher
e ee lle e

Class of 1972
  Curt Endicott

aste  ll s e s t
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e  s  )    a  a e,  ( as lle)    a l  es, -  
( l   t  )    assa a te (Belle lle  est )    s t   
( a b ale)    a k e k  ( as lle)    al  ke  ( e a)    Bet a  

ee ( est a k t)    le lle  ( elb ,   t  e t al )    
a el l e  ( a s lle,   a s  )    a la a e st  (B a l,   

t e  )    le e  (Belle lle  est )    t e  alte , -  
( a ee, )    at e t  ( as lle)   ea  a  a e ll s t   

ss sta t a  e s s   t e t a a e  a elle a

  2007-08
 a a B e el, -  ( ale )    a e a te , -  ( e ett, )    

a tl  ese  ( la )    a  a e,  ( as lle)    l e at a a , 
-  ( teele lle)    a l  es, -  ( l   t  )    a a  ee e ,  

( lla e)    a la a e st  (B a l,   t e  )    atalee a t , 
b-  ( all )    ala e le , 1b (B lle, )    a lee a,  ( a l e  
 a lt    )    la l k ( a ta la s,   e ta e lls )   

 t e  alte , -  ( a ee, )   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t 
a  e s s   ss sta t a  ess a ( te ) al a

  2006-07
 a  lle  (Belle lle)    a e a te , -  ( e ett, )    le 

alt  ( a )    a tl  ese  ( la )    a e all ( a sb )    l e 
at a a , -  ( teele lle)    else   ( lla e)    a a  ee e ,  

( lla e)    a el e e t ( ll s lle)    atalee a t , b-  ( all )   
a l e tk sk  ( all )    ala e le , 1b (B lle, )    a lee 

a,  ( a l e   a lt  t   )    la l k ( a ta la s, 
  e ta e lls )    a el t  ( lke t   st e  )   ea  
a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a  e s s

  2005-06
 a  lle  (Belle lle)    k  sbe ,  ( t  e   as lle )    

e a B e e  (Belle lle  ast )    sta a e  ( ll s lle)    e a  
tt  ( e lle)    a e all ( a sb )    a a t a t (Be t )   
 else   ( lla e)    a  a  ( alt lle)    a a , 2b-  

( la   a  )    le e e,  (B e  alt lle )   a l e 
tk sk  ( all )    a el t  ( lke t   st e  )   ea  
a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a es e s s  a  ess a te

  2004-05
 k  sbe ,  ( t  e   as lle )    atal e Ba a , ss-1b ( se lle, 
  t  se  )     e a B e e ,  (Belle lle  ast )    ll  a al, 
 ( st  t )    sta a e ,  ( ll s lle)    B a  b , b ( e a 

 e lle )    l bs , -ss ( l e   a ta )    e e  a , 
1b ( ll s lle)    a a t a t,  (Be t )    a a  as ,  ( elle   

alt lle )    a a , 2b-ss ( la   a  )    le e e, 
 (B e  alt lle )    s le  ae e , -  ( as lle)    B tta  

a e ,  ( l a)    se  a e , ss-2b ( e )   ea  a  a e ll s t   
ss sta t a  e s s  ss sta t a  ess a te

  2003-04
 a  Bea , b-  ( e a)    a el B ll sle ,  ( e lle)    a a a 

B ks, 1b-  ( t  e )    ll  a al,  ( st  t )    a l  a te , 
-2b ( t  e )    B a  b ,  ( e a  e lle )    l bs , 

ss-2b ( l e   a ta )    sa  a t,  ( st  t )    e e  -
a , 1b- b ( ll s lle)    B tta  ee,  ( k e lle)    s le  ae e ,  

( as lle)    B tta  a e , -  ( l a)    ela e l a ,  ( k e lle)    
ea b e alsk ,  ( all )    a e  ll a s, 2b ( t  e )   ea  a  

a e ll s t   ss sta t a  e s s  ss sta t a   eele

  2002-03
 ebeka  Ba , -1b ( e )    ela Be , -1b ( sb )    a a  

B t a , -2b ( a e  e ts  Belle lle ast )    e e  B , 2b-  
( est a k t)    a a a B ks, 1b- b ( t  e )    be  e t , - b 
( alt lle  alt lle- esse - al e  )    ll e lbe t, -  ( eta a)   

 be  a k,  ( s le )    el ssa t,  ( a sb )    se  le ,  
( a el )    a bb s, ss-2b ( a a   e te al )    ela e l a , 

-1b ( k e lle)    ea b e alsk ,  ( all )    s le  e , -2b 
( e a)    a e  ll a s, b-2b ( t  e )   ea  a  a e ll s t

  2001-02
 ebeka  Ba , -1b ( e )    ela Be , -1b ( sb )    a a  

B t a , -2b ( a e  e ts  Belle lle ast)    e e  B , 2b-  ( est a k-
t)    ll e lbe t, -  ( eta a)    be  a k,  ( s le )    el ssa t, 

 ( a sb )    ess a te , -  (Be t )    a l     , 
 ( a sb )     b e t,  (   a t l)    se  le ,  ( a el )   
 a bb s, ss-2b ( a a   e te al)    a a e kas, 1b-  ( e a 

 a e t )    a t ,  ( alt   e le - )   a  a e ll s t

  2000-01
 eat e  a s,  (B e  t  e   )    le s ,  

( le   Bl  s  )     B a le ,  ( a a ,   e la  
)     lle ,  ( esse   esse - al e - alt lle )    a  el e , 

-  ( )    ess a te , -  (Be t )    esl e esle , -  ( est 

SOFTBALL
Season Rosters

  2015-16
 a e B t, 2b-ss ( e le   e le - alt  )    a a  a b a , 

1b-    B e a e ,    a a , - b (Be t )    sta a , -   
 at e es,  ( s lle)    a e es, b ( k e lle)    a  

e, -1b    s le  l ,  ( a bell ll)    e a e ,  ( a   
)    ea a  , 1b ( a te lle)     asle ,  ( a e t )    

a la e s l,  ( est a k t)    a a  te ,  ( s lle,   ale )   
 e a  l ,    at e be t, ss ( lte lle)     ela ,  

( k e lle)   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a   

  2014-15
 a Ba a ,  ( a   te t  )    s t  Bea e , 1b-  

( st e )    a a ,  (Be t )    ala l , b ( k e lle)    
sta ll, b ( lte lle)    l  e k s,  (Be t ,   a s all t  
)    at e es, -  ( s lle)    e  a ,  ( t  e )    

a  lass,  ( a s lle, )    s le  e a ,  ( a ssa)    s le  l , 
 ( a bell ll)    e a e ,  ( a   )    ea a  , 1b 

( a te lle)    a la e s l,  ( est a k t)    at e be t, ss ( lte lle)   
 e  kelt , 2b ( e e s ,   e e s  t  )    a le  e , 

 ( s  a e t  )     ela ,  ( k e lle)   ea  a  
a e ll s t   ss sta t a     ss sta t a  else  B a

  2013-14
 a Ba a ,  ( a   te  )    all  la t , ss ( a  -
esb  )    a e  a s,  ( )    e a ss,  ( a ssa)   

 sta ll, 1b- b ( lte lle)    a a ll a ,  (Be t )    e a 
t s , 1b- b ( st  t )    l  e k s,  (Be t ,   a s all )   
 bb e e a , -  ( a ssa)    s le  e a ,  ( a ssa)    ale  lle , 

-  ( k t,   t  e e  )    a a  t s,  ( e le   - alt  
)    a e at e ,  ( a s lle, )    le s tte, 1b-  ( a s lle, 

)    e  kelt , 2b ( e e s , )    a le  e ,  ( s  a e t  
)   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta ts   a  a a B t

  2012-13
 e l e s, -  ( se lle, )    a l  eek,  ( k e lle)    

all  la t , ss ( a  a- esb  )    a l  a , -1b ( k-
e lle)    l  s, b ( e )    a e  a s,  ( )    

a a ll a ,  (Be t )    bb e e a , -  ( a ssa)    ale  lle , 
- b ( k t,   t  e e  )    e e e a ,  ( t  e )   

 B ea e elke , -1b ( as lle)    a e at e ,  ( a s lle, )    la a 
ee es,  ( t  e )    a l  as,  ( la)    ll  ale , 2b- b-  

(Be t )    a ls ,  ( all )   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t 
a     ss sta t a  a a B t

  2011-12
 e l e s ( se lle, )    e B ak ( as lle)    a l  a  

( k e lle)    l  s ( e )    a a le  ( t  e )    a a t a 
ks ( lk lle)    B ea e elke  ( as lle)    a e se be  ( a , 
)    la a ee es ( t  e )    elsea teele ( ea sb   )   
 a l  as ( la)    a a  s  ( a ks , )    a a t a 

atk s ( st  t )    atel  ea e  ( a   te  )    st  
ebste  ( s lle)    ll  ale  (Be t )    e l e a  ( t  e -

, )    a ls  ( all )   a  a e ll s t   ss sta t  

  2010-11
 e B ak ( as lle)    ea  e e  ( a s lle,   e t al )    

a a le  ( t  e )    els  e  ( ll s lle)    t e  a e ( llsta t 
 Belle lle est )    a e se be  ( a , )   a tl  at e  ate  
( e b ,   a s lle e t  e al )    elsea teele ( ea sb  
 a lt  t   )    a a  s  ( a ks , )    a a t a 

atk s ( st  t )    atel  ea e  ( a   a - te t  )    
e l e a  ( t  e , )   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a  

e s s   ss sta t a  a e e t e   ss sta t a  se  tt

  2009-10
 B tt  B ess ( a te lle)    a e  a l  la k- t kes ( a b ale)    
s a ll s (Belle e  t  e  s  )    ea  e e  ( a s lle, 
  e t al )    els  e  ( ll s lle)    assa a te ( a sea  

Belle lle est )    s t   ( es t   a b ale )    a k e 
k  ( as lle)    al  ke  ( es  e a )    Bet a  ee 

( est a k t)    le lle  ( elb ,   t  e t al )    a el 
l e  ( a s lle,   a s  )    t e  a e ( llsta t  Belle lle 

est )    le e  (Belle lle  est )    a tl  ate  ( e b , 
  a s lle e t  e al )    at e atts ( lk lle  l e a  )    

s lee stea  (B lle, )    a  t  ( as lle)   ea  a  a e 
ll s t   ss sta t a  e s s  t e t ss sta t se  tt

  2008-09
 a e  a l  la k- t kes ( a b ale)    s a ll s (Belle e  t  
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a k t)    e a s ,  ( e )    l a ks, -  ( e )     

,  ( a sb )     b e t,  (   a t l  )    e -
e t  a se , 1b ( est a k t)    a t ,  ( alt   e le - alt  

)    a s a ebb, -  ( t  e )    stal s,  ( a a ,  
 l a  )   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a  e essel

  1999-2000
 as t  a s,  ( ll   e t  )    eat e  a s,  (B e  t  

e   )    ebe a a s,  ( a  t  e   )    t e 
Be , 2b ( lte lle)     B a le ,  ( a a ,   e la  )     

lle ,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    a  el e ,  ( )    a e 
t es , -  ( lb   a s t  )    ell  st , b-  ( a  

t  e   )    a e ee,  ( ls e,   ast a te  t  
)    e a s ,  ( e )    l a ks,  ( e )    ea  a , 

ss-2b ( est a k t)    e e t  a se , 1b-  ( est a k t)    ea 
t ,  ( ka lle)    a s a ebb,  ( t  e )    le elke , -  

( as ta )    stal s, -  ( a a ,   l a  )   ea  a  
a e ll s t   ss sta t a  e essel

  1998-99
 as t  a s, -  ( ll   e t  )    elle a s,  (B e  

)    ebe a a s,  ( a  )    t e Be , 2b ( lte lle)   
B ll sle    e e  ala lla, 1b-  (B a l,   t e  )    ell  

st , b ( a  )    a e ee,  ( ls e,   ast a te   
)    e  ,  ( a sb )    ea  a , ss-2b ( est a k t)   

 ea t ,  ( ka lle)    a a l a ,  ( a te lle)    ess  ta -
, ss-  ( a sb )   e    eat e  aaka, - b ( t  e )   a   

 le elke ,  ( as ta )    e e  e ,  ( a a ,   e la )   
a  a e ll s t   ss sta ts e essel, a e l  a  ess a Ba t      

  1997-98
 elle a s,  (B e  t  e   )    ess a Ba t , -2b 

( ee es  a e t  )    e e  ala lla, 1b-  (B a l,   t e  )   
 a  k, 2b-  (B a l,   t e  )    a a ,  ( t  e )   
 ea a ll a ,  ( e )    a elle , -1b ( k e lle)    e  

,  ( a sb )    a  l  elt , b-  (Bl t ,   t  )    
ess  ta , ss ( a sb )    eat e  aaka, l -  ( t  e )    else  

te,  (B a l,   t e  )    ee l e t , 1b-  ( k e lle)   
 e e  e ,  ( a a ,   e la )   ea  a  a e ll s t   s-

s sta t a  e essel   ss sta t a  a e l

  1996-97
 a e Be a ,  ( a e t )    a a B , ss ( k e lle)    a  
k, 2b (B a l,   t e  )    a e ell, l  (B a l,   t e  
)    a e ste ,  ( a sb )    e a e alla e, 2b-  ( a t l)   

 ea a ll a ,  ( e )    a elle , -1b ( k e lle)    elle  
ee,  ( e )     eal, b ( e )    a a e e sk ,  ( t  

e )    ela b s ,  ( st  t )    a a lbe t, 1b-  ( st  
t )    else  te,  (B a l,   t e )   ea  a  a e ll s t   
ss sta t a  e essel   ss sta t a  a e l

  1995-96
 e a t s ,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    a e Be a ,  ( a e 

t )    a a B , ss ( k e lle)    a e ell, -2b (B a l,   t e  
)    e  e ke , -  ( e a t   B eese ate  e  )   a t    

elle  ee,  ( e )     eal, b ( e )    a e  t e , 
-  ( a )    le a ,  ( st  e  )    e e  e e ,  

( e )    a a e e sk ,  ( t  e )    ela b s , -1b ( st  
t )    e esa e ,  ( k e lle)    a a lbe t, -1b ( st  
t )   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta ts e essel a  a e l

  1994-95
 eat e  a s, -  ( a s  t a  )    e B e e , 2b-ss (Be t )   
 a e al ate a, ss- b ( e )    a t  al ate a, 1b-  ( e )   a e    

at e l e s,  ( lke t   e le - alt  )    b  la , b-2b 
( e )    essa elle a , -1b ( k e lle)    a  kel, -1b ( B s 
 as lle )    l , -  ( e )    a e  t e ,  ( a )   

 e e  e e ,  ( e )   ell    e e  s , -  ( ea sb )   
 e esa e ,  ( k e lle)   ea  a  a e ll s t   ss sta t 
a  e essel   ss sta t a  a e l

  1993-94
 a e  t,  ( a l e   ea sb  )    Be k  B a , 2b-  ( k-

e lle)    e e  B a , 1b-  ( k e lle)    e B e e , 2b-  (Be t )   
 a e al ate a, ss- b ( e )    a t  al ate a, -1b ( e )    t e  

a a a,  ( as lle)    at e l e s,  ( lke t   e le - alt  )   
 b  la , b-ss ( e )    l e saa s, b-  ( k e lle)    

a  kel, 1b-  ( B s  as lle )    esl e k , -  ( t  e  
 alt lle )    l , -  ( e )    ste  ls , b-  ( est 

a k t)    ll s  ll s,  ( e a)    le teele,  ( e e es  l e a  

)    a a ll b , ss-2b ( la )   ea  a  a e ll s t   
ss sta t a es  a , a e l  a  B e s  

  1992-93
 a e  t, ss ( a l e   ea sb  )    Be k  B a , 2b ( k e lle)   
 a a a ls , ss-2b ( t  e )    ette a ,  (Bet alt    

e al )    e e a ett, 1b-  ( la ,   t  e e  )    
e  e k,  ( alt lle)    l e saa s, b ( k e lle)    e a s , 
 ( a e t )   te a e a k    a e  ett, 1b-  ( alt lle)    esl e 

k , -  ( t  e   alt lle )    a  e t , -  ( k e lle)   
 ste  ls , b ( est a k t)    le teele,  ( e e es  l e a  

)    a a e,  (   t  e   )   ea  a   a   
ss sta t a  a e ll s t   ss sta t a  a e l  

  1991-92
 k  ll s ,  ( alt lle)   e e  Bass,    sa B le ,  ( k e lle)   
 a a B s, -  ( as t ,   a t e s- st  )    a  es, 

ss-  (Belle e  ea sb   )    l a ll s t , 1b-  ( a l e   
ea sb  )    e e a ett, -  ( la ,   t  e e  )    

a e  ett, 1b ( alt lle)    Be k  a , -  ( lke t   e le - alt  
)     e ,  ( lte lle)    elle ll a ,  ( k e lle)    
a a e, 2b-  (   )   l e alke , 2b    a a alt , b ( est 

a k t)   ea  a   a   ss sta ts a e ll s t  a  a e l  

  1990-91
 sa B le , l  ( k e lle)    a a B s, -  ( as t ,   a t e s-

st  )    sa B ,  ( este )    a e  a l k, 1b-  ( sb )   
 a  es, ss (Belle e  ea sb  )    ta e  le, -  (  

 la  )    l a ll s t , 1b ( a l e   ea sb  )    
B ette elle ,  ( e le   e le - alt  )     e al s ( st  t )    

 el ssa le e t,    Be k  a , -  ( lke t   e le - alt  
)    att  a ks,  ( st  t )    a e ea, 2b-     e ,  

( lte lle)    elle ll a ,  ( k e lle)    a a alt , b-ss ( est 
a k t)    ea e se , 2b ( e le   e le - alt  )

  1989-90
 a e  a l k, 1b-  ( sb )    ta e  le, -  (   la  )   

l s a a ,   e esa ke ,   st e t e e,  ( l a )    a  lk s,  
( est a k t)    B ette elle ,  ( e le   e le - alt  )    ttle, 

  el ssa el ,   a  a s,  ( t  e , )    a e ea, 2b-   
a te a t,  (Be t )   ll  t a ,    ea e se ,  ( e le   e le -

alt  )   ea  a   b s   ss sta t a  a e ll s t

  1988-89
 ta  Ba k a s, 2b ( tt  e Base  as ta  )    a a a, 

 ( la )    el ssa ss  s, b ( k e lle)    elle ta k ,  
( lke t   e le - alt  )   ea  a   a

  1987-88
 ta  Ba k a s, 2b ( tt  e Base  as ta  )    a a  B a  

(Be t )   sta a ea t,  ( esse   esse - al e  )    ell e ll s ( a)   
a la ll ( k e lle)   s  ( est a k t)    a a a,  ( -

la )    el ssa ss  s, b ( k e lle)     e l s ( e )    
te a e es ( la )    elle ta k ,  ( lke t   e le - alt  

)   e a te et  ( lke t )    a e  e e ,  ( la )    
a a eele ,  ( st e )  

  1986-87
 a B ll a  ( a   )    sa t s ( t  e )    ell e ll s 

( a)    sa  a e  ( est a k t)    a a s  ( a s lle,   
t  )     t e  ( alt lle)    a e  sk ,  ( la )   

 a l a  ( t  e )    te a e es ( la )    a e  e e , 
 ( la )   t a essel ( a l le)    a a eele ,  ( st e )  

  1985-86
 a B ll a  ( a  )    sa t s ( t  e )    sa  a e  ( est 
a k t)    a a s  ( a s lle,   t )    t a essel ( a l le)

  1981-82
 ebb e sel e t,  ( ea sb )    alel sa ke  ( a e t )   a 

,    ell  e  ( est a k t)    a  e e ,  (Be t )

  1980-81
 ebb e sel e t,  ( ea sb )    alel sa ke  ( a e t )   sa 
ll s ( a e t )    a a la  ( el )    ab a ast a  ( al-

t lle)    a e a  ( e le   e le - alt  )    ell  e  ( est 
a k t)   a la eele ( t  e )    el ssa ss  ea e  (Be t )    
a  e ( la )   ell  el  (Be t )    l lee ( s lle)   
 a  e e ,  (Be t )   ea  a  l a t   t e t a a e  

e ea s ( la )

  1979-80
 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )     al ell ( st e )    a  ll s 

( ea sb )    a a la  ( el )    ab a ast a  ( alt lle)    
a e a  ( e le - alt )    a le e e l ( ea sb )    el ssa ss  
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Class of 2015
  Emily Jenkins

e t k  tate e s t

Class of 2014
  Haley Miller

t  se  e s t  ( )

  Paige Prather
ebste  e s t  ( )

Class of 2013
  Kendyl Ahrens, of-c

a bells lle ( ) e s t

  Taylor Thomas, p
e  e s t  ( )

  Erica Wilson, p
Bla kb  lle e

Class of 2012
  Katelyn Weaver

e s t   ll s- el

  Misty Webster
e s t   ll s- el

  Corrine Wildeman
B es a e s t  ( )

  Samantha uisenberry
ll a s Ba t st lle e ( )

Class of 2011
  Katlynn Sater

B es a e s t  ( )

  Courtney Orange, cf 
a el e s t  ( )

Class of 2010
  Tosha Ellis, lf

ll k  e s t

  Rachel Mulvey, 3b 
a a e s t - t east

Class of 2009
  Jalyn Jones, c/of

e s t   ll s- el

Class of 2008
  Natalee Rujawitz, 3b

e ee e s t

  Taylee Spicuzza, rf
e ee e s t

  Caitlin Diesen
e  e s t  ( )

  Hannah Keeney, of
e  e s t  ( )

  Amanda Brendel, p/inf
e s t   t e  a a

  Kala Seiler, 1b
akla  t  ( ) e s t

  Julie Hathaway, p/inf
ss  Ba t st e s t

  Kiyla Spurlock
B es a e s t  ( )

Class of 2006
  Amanda Long, 2b/of

e s t   e essee- a t

  Colene Pogue, p
e ee lle e

  Terra Brenner, of
ka sas e  e s t

  Nicki Asberry, p
tb e e s t  ( )

Class of 2005
  Jenifer Hoffman, 1b

e s t   ll s- el

  Brittany Schafer, p
e s t   ll s- el

  Ashley Schaeffer, c
kla a a a le t  e s t

Class of 2004
  Andrea Sobieralski, cf

e ee e s t

Class of 2003
  Nira Robbins, ss/2b

e s t   e essee- a t

  Rebekah Bandy, of/1b
e s t   ll s- el

  Sarah Boothman, c/2b
e s t   ll s- el

  Jennifer Broy, 2b/of
ss  Ba t st e s t

  Melissa Hunt, of
be t s lle e

Class of 2002
  Jessica Hunter, p/inf

t east ss  tate e s t

  Amy Murphy, of
t east ss  tate e s t

  Jodi Obrecht, p
ss  Ba t st e s t

  Erica Smith, inf
ss  Ba t st e s t

Class of 2001
  Kendra Kosco, p

e s t   e essee- a t

  Meredith Ramsey, 1b
e s t   e essee- a t

  Alicia Loucks, c/inf
t east ss  tate e s t

Class of 2000
  Chasity Adams, p

be la  e s t  ( )

  Cortnie Berry, inf
- t e t e s t  ( )

  Andrea Smith, p
ss  Ba t st lle e

Class of 1999
  Jennifer Calandrilla, 1b

a a tate e s t

  Audrey Murphy, of
be la  e s t  ( )

  Jessi Stafford, ss/c
a b t  e s t  ( )

  Heather Taaka, of/3b
e  e s t  ( )

  Jennifer Wren, p
- t e t e s t  ( )

Class of 1998
  Cari Cook, 2b/c

t east ss  tate e s t
  Kelsey White, of

t east ss  tate e s t

SOFTBALL
Former Lady Warriors at 4-Year Level

Class of 1997
  Jaymie Cowell, inf/of

t e  ll s - a b ale
  Angela Robinson, p

e t al ss  tate e s t
  Kelley McCree, of

 e s t  ( )

  Kimmy McNeal, 3b
 e s t  ( )

  Shanna Tolbert, 1b/c
 e s t  ( )

  Amanda Perjenski, p
  ( )  aste  ll s 

Class of 1995
  April Long, of

t e  ll s - a b ale

  Maggie Calcaterra, inf
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Marty Calcaterra, c/1b
t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 1994
  Leslie Lockwood, p

e e a a a e e e s t  ( )

Class of 1993
  Kara Carlson, ss/2b

e s t   t e  a a

  Sonia Vandre, 2b/c
e s t   t e  a a

Class of 1992
  Joni Reid, c

t east ss  tate e s t

  Alicia Ellingsworth, 1b
e s t   t  laba a

  Michelle Sullivan, of
e s t   t  laba a

  Lisa Biley, of
  t  laba a (Basketball)

Class of 1991
  Stacey Copple, p

  t  a l a- a ta b
Class of 1985

  Beth Russell, p
t east ss  tate e s t

ea e  (Be t )    a ke ,     a t ,  ( alt lle)    a  
e ( t  e )    stal  lle  ( el )    st  e  ( )   

 a e t  ( el )   a e   ebe   ls   ea  a   et

  1978-79
 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )    e  B e sta  ( ea sb )    att  

B ebe e     al ell ( st e )   a a st    lle  e a  
( t  e )    a ke ,     a t ,  ( alt lle)    stal  lle  
( el )    a a e ( t  e )    a e t  ( el )    ell  te a t 
(Be t )   a  e   s e l    e a a  ( a l e )   ea  a  

 et   t e t a a e   all

  1977-78
 a e   te  (Be t ),  e  B e sta  ( ea sb ),  att  

B ebe e ,  ll s, ebb e t ell,  a a e ( t  e ),  ell  
te a t (Be t ),  a l le, a  e  ( la ),  e a a  

( a l e )   ea  a   et

SOFTBALL  (CONT.)
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    1  ak b a ste k ,  71- 1 9
    (  ee el  7 -7 1 1   9  a e
    7 -79 1 2   11t  te -7 1
    22  b s  4- 2 1   2 t  
     4- 1 7   als 
    a a  79-7 1   asle  -
    77 1 7   e t  1 2   a e s 
    1   et el 17   B  17 ) 
 1    e es  all te ( )
  (  tea s) -29 9
  2  e es  4-299
  1  te,  7 -71 144
      s, at  t  7 -71 144
  (  ee el  7 -7 149   t  a e
  7 -7 1  a   7 -74 1
  2 t  a a  2-77 1 9  als  
  t  b s  77-7 1  11t  asle  
  7 -7 1 4 )   
 t    ss ss  l  ast te
    (17 tea s) 4- 7 11
 1  a t  tate ( ) 294-2 9
 1  tatke ,  ll  -7 141 
 ( ee el  71-7 147)    7 -
 74 1   a e 7 -7 1 4   te 1-
 79 1   b s  2-79 1 1 )
 1    a t  a k - a a , 
  e eate    a , -2 ,
  at - la  s te e    t  27
 les b  le e t eat e  
 4    alte s tate all te ( )
  (  tea s) - 11
 1  s l  ( ) 29 -2 9
 1   B  a k s, s l  14
 2   ee el ,  9-74 14
  a k s  t ee- e s  la
   t  le   ee el  e -
 ( a e 77-7 1 2   te 2-7 1
  1-7 1 9   asle  1-
 1 7   b s  77-7 1 )

 2 1  
    a s all  l  (21 tea s)
   se  l  - ttsb , 
  299-29 -29 9
 1  esa ( ) 29 -29 -2 71
 1   a e , e s ( ) 212
 2 -t ee el  ( ) 7 -72-7 21
      B al k, a  a s ( ) 21
  (27  b s  7 -7 -7 224   -t 
   1-72-74 227   4  te
  7 -77-7 22   4 -t  a e 7 -7
  7 229
 2    le e  lass  (4 tea s)
 st  eek  - l a , 
  11- 27
 1  t e  ka sas 1 - 22 7
 1  e e a s,  7 -7 1 1
  (4 -t  7 - 1    ee -
  el  -79 1 9   9 -t b s  - 2
  1 2   1 -t te 7 - 9 1 7 a
  a e - 1 1 7) 
    sta a k  te
 a le  - la  (1  tea s)
  2 - 1
 1  ll s esle a  1 -29 14
 2  a  lls ( ) 19- 1 2
 1  ak b a ste k ,  7 -7 14
 2 -t  ee el ,  79-7 1 2
 (1 -t te 79- 1 1  22 -t  
  2-79 1 1   -t a e - 1
  -t b s  7- 17
 1      te (  tea s)
  2 2-294 7
  2  e es  ( ) 294-299 9
 1  a e,  -72 14

 2  ee el ,  7 -72 142
  te,  71-72 14
 ( b s  7 -79 1 2    7 -
  7 1   ls , a e s -77 1
  asle  1- 1 1  et el 2- 1 7) 

  B
 B k B ,  ( a )
 e t  asle ,  ( est a k t)
 a  a e,  ( as lle)
 ll  e t ,  ( e )
 alt  te,  ( et l s 
   assa  t  )
 ke b s ,  ( t, aste ,
   te    Balb  a )
 esse a e s,  (Be t )
  a a ,  ( a  - te )
 a e et el,  ( att ) 

a  as ee es 
a  a e t  ( )

2013-14  /    
a  ake es t  a   l t , 

 s   a s   
 1  alte s tate ( ) 1,1 9

 2  esa ( ) 1,2
1  e  k,  a ea 2 7

     -  a  4- , 2 14
e b   ( a  71) - Bl t  (9)
1  a kla              7- 9- 91
2    a     12- 9-29 919

         12- 14- 7 9
1  le B s, a k       72-71-74 217

   11  a e ,          72- -7 2
         ,    -7 -77 2
   1  es,               1-79-7 2
   21  ee el ,        79-7 - 4 241
         te,                2- 1-7 241     

 2 1  
 2     all e e  tat al
   at a kl    (  tea s)
       29 -291 1
 1    a             2 4-27 9
 1  st a  eat  ( )   9-  1
 -t   7 -7 14 , es 7 -7
 14  a  ee el  7 -72 14   11
 a e  72-74 14   17-t  te 7 -
 7 1 1   19-t  ll a s 77-7 1 2
 2 -t  a e s 79-7 1 4   -t  e s
 77- 1 7   1-t  asle  2- 1
  et el 9 - 17
 4     te ( )    1 - 2 9
 1    a  lle e              1
 2  a  lls  ( )                 
  ss ss  l  ast       21
 1   eat e sb ,      7 -71 144
 7  ee el  7 -77 1 2   2  (t e )
 a e  - 1  22-t  te 1 2
 -t    ll a s 1   ls ,
 4  asle  1 9    e s 172   41
 a e s 17   4  et el 197  
 2    a lle ea (7)  14 -292 4
 1  a kla         142-29 4 7 
 2  ee el  4-72 1  -t  
 -71 1 7   7-t  ll a s -74 112
  a e  -7 11   1  te
 -77 11  a e s 4 - 12
     all e e  (  tea s)
                                     1 -294- 1 91
 1  e s ( )        292-29 -29 1
  ee el  77-74-72 22   9-t  
  2-72-7 224   1 -t  a -
 e  77-7 - 2 2 a  ll a s -7 -
 79 2 2   4-t  te 1- - 2 249  
 42-t  a e s - 9- 9 2 4
 2    ss ss  l  ast te
 (17 tea s)          29 -29 94 
 1  a lk e  tate ( )    2 -297 2

 1   eat e sb  ( )   71- 1 9 
 -t  a e  7 -7 14  ( ll- e )
 1 -t   7 -7 14  1 -t  ee -
 el  7 -7 149   2 -t  es 77-7
 1 2    ll a s - 1 1 1  

 B
 e t  asle ,  ( est a k t)
 att e  ee el ,  
   ( ass ks, la )
 a t  es,  ( k s lle, )
 alt  te,  ( et l s  )
 att e  e s,  ( a )
 esse a e s,  (Be t )
 Blake ,  ( a al a)
 a s a e ,  ( s e , )
 a e et el,  ( att )
 att e  ll a s,  ( t  e ) 

a  as ee es 
2012-13  /    

se  l   ( a  72)
a  21-24  ttsb , 

  Dayton Jones,  ( k s lle, )
   (17t  - t e , 71-71-74-7 292)
   sse  ll- e a  b  st ke

 a s   
  1  t  ta   ( )      1,1 9
 2  alte s tate  ( )    1,171
 1  a  ee a , a kla   2
 2  ake e t ,  2
     Be  e a ,  2
     al  ee a , -east, B 2
     ll tt ,  2

     -  a  - , 2 1
e b   - Bl t  (  tea s)

 1   a  29 - 9- 2 9 9
 2  a kla  1 - 4- 4 924
  ll s e t al 2 - - 4 927
 4  e s  la k 9- - 1 92
  askask a 2 - 9- 21 9
    27- 17- 14 9
 1   e e ,  71-7 -77 22
 2   e a ,  7 -7 -7 22
      ee a , a k 7 -74-7 22
 4  es,  7 -7 -7 22
   1  a e ,  2-7 -74 2 4
   27  kle ,  2- 2- 244
    ate,  9- 1- 2
   7  elle ,  - - 2

 2 12 
     te            294-297 91
 1  a kla                     29 -2 9 7
 2    a            29 -29
 1  a  B a k, l   9-72 141
 4t  e e 7 -74 144    es 74-
     71 14   a e  72-7 147   elle
 -77 1 7   e 7 - 1   B lla
 77- 7 1 4
    a  te
 2t    a lle te   -
  1  e s  la k 4   2t  a kla  
 1  es 74-71 14   2   t a  
 ( ) 14    a e  9-79 14
 7  e e 79-74 1   e 1- 2
 1   elle  91- 17
 2    e s  la k   9- 2 11
 1    a     4- 1
 1  te e ek,      7 -7 14
 2t  e e 77-72 149  ke  s-
 te ( ) 7 -71 149   4  es 7 -7
 1 1   t  a e  7 -7 1 2   1 t
 e - 1   elle  - 1  
 19  kle  -79 1 4 
    ss ss  l  ast te

 2 1  

a  a e t
2015-16  /    

a  ake es t  a   l t , 

  Jordan Harre,  ( as lle)
  (47t -t, 74- -7 -7 )

 s   a s   
  1  t  ta   ( )  
                      2 -291-27 -2 1,1
 2  le  ( )  k  ( )   1,1
 1   a e  ( )   72-71-71- 2 2 

     -
ll s t   e b   - Bl t
 1  ll s e t al 1- 1- 11 91
 2    - 1 - 12 9
     e s  la k - 11- 1 9
 1  t a  B e,  7 -7 -7 224
 7 -t e a e,  7 -77-79 2 1
   11 -t e e ,  77-77- 2 2
   1 -t b s ,  7 - -77 2 7
   1 -t a s,  7 -7 - 2 7    

  B
 la  a s,  ( al)
 ke b s ,  ( t, aste , 
   te    Balb  a )
 le  e e ,  ( as lle)
 ke e eke,  ( et l s  
   assa  t  )
 B a  e a ,  ( al)

2014-15  /    
a  19-22  ttsb , 

se  l  

  Matthe  reenfield,  
  ( ass ks, la )
 (4 t -t, 71-7 -7 -79 29 )
 a e  st- ea   s  
 ll- e a b  l  a es ss

  Blake Swofford,  ( a al a)
 ( 7t -t, 79- -7 -79 2)

 s   a s   
  1  t  ta   ( )  
  277-27 -2 -2 1 1,122
 7   e t al 29 -2 - 2- 1,1 1
 1   le ,  -71-72- 7 27

     -  a  -4 (7 tea s)
ll s t   e b   - Bl t
 1  ll s e t al 1- 14- 92
 2  a kla  - 1 - 921
    4- 4- 1 92
 1  l  l e s,  7 -72-7 21
 2  t a  B e,  7 -7 -72 22
  ee el ,  72-7 - 227
     k Be e ,  7 -77-74 227
     a e  ,  7 - 1-71 227
  ,  7 -7 -79 22
     a  e ell,  74- 1-7 22
  t al    als
    9 -t te,  7 -7 -7 2 2
   12 -t b s ,  -7 -7 2
   21 -t a e - 1- 244     

 2 14 
     all e e  (9 tea s)
   at a kl    2 9-292 1
  1    a  2 -2 7
  2  a  lls ( ) 291-2 7
  1  ee el ,   - 1
    a  te 1 - 11 24
  1  a  lls ( ) 29 -2 7
  2    a  - 1 22



MEN’S GOLF  (CONT.)

EXCELLENCE IN ATHLETICS AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  125

12    a s all  l  (19 tea s)
  se  l  - ttsb , 

14-294- 29 9 7
1  e t al laba a 2 -27 -291 2

 2   ta  29 -2 -29 79
 1  ake e t ,  9-7 -7 2 9
     1 -t  a e ,  7 -72-74 221
 -t  es,  7 -7 - 2 4
 7 -t  ate,  7 -79- 242
 1-t  kle ,  7-7 - 24
  elle ,  - 4- 4 2 1
2      a  te - k ell
   (  tea s) 9- 7
 1    a  1- 11 42
 1   se te,  -7 1
 4-t  es,  -7 1
  a e ,  2- 7 1 9
 9  kle ,  1- 9 17
 11-t  elle ,  91- 17

   e st at  lass  (11)
 e  a l   k  t - e at
  2 - 2
 1  ll k  e s t  294-27 7
 1-t  B a  Ba , ll k  7 - 9 1 9
 1-t   st , e t al 71- 1 9
 11-t  es,  79-71 1
 2 -t  a e ,  -7 1
 -t  kle ,  2-79 1 1
 -t  elle ,  1- 1 1
 4 -t  ate,  7 - 1  
4     te ( )    17- 1
 1    a     299-29 9
 2  askask a    1- 7
  e s  la k    7- 9 1
 1   a e e,         71-7 147
 9  a e ,         79-74 1
    t e    1 -t  ate, 79-77 1   
 2  es, 7 - 1 9   22-t  kle ,

-79 1 2   29  elle , 7- 17  

  B
et  B lla ,  ( t  e )

 e,  ( lta t)
at k elle ,  ( a bell ll)
a  e e,  ( ast s, 

  e  eala )
alt  kle ,  ( et l s

   assa  t  )
a  ate
a s a e ,  ( s e , )

2011-12  /    
a a at al l  l b at a  ake

es t ( -72)  a  22-2   l t , 
  Joshua Harp, Be t

   ( 9t  - t e ,  72- 1-7 -77 )
  Jared Paddick, t  a el

   ( 9t  - t e ,  7 -72- -7 )
  Zach Holland, a lle  

   ll s lle 
   (91st - t e ,  -7 -7 - 4 1 )

 a s   
 1  t  ta   ( )     1,1

 2  le  ( )  lle e             1,194
    a  lle e           1,194

1  a  l a , le                 2
     -   a  -7, 2 12

t e l   - a e  ts  (  tea s)
1    a  2 - -29 91
2    2- 11- 11 924

 ll s e t al 941
4  l  lle e 9 2

1  a  B a k,  - 9-72 224
2  B e t ,  22

 lla ,  71-79-7 22
 a ,  7 - -74 227

    a k,  7 -72-79 229
 2 11 

  1     all te (9 tea s)
       a  te (  tea s)
  2     te       1- 2

  1  e s a  la k      299-29 92
   a  72-74    (t) lla  72-7

    (t e )  79-71           
      at al a s

  e e  - l t ,  (  tea s)
  1   ta    2-2 - 9
  2  a kla           - - 1 92
                    12- 2- 14 92
       a k 227   -t  a  229
      1   2 1

  7     lt  a e  
  te - l t,  (12 tea s)
  1  e a                   2 4-29
  7   (t e )                 7- 1

       17  (t e ) a   74-7 149
 a ke     t e at   -  

 e be  ss e  l  l  a a-
e    at al a s  
e e  e  t  ta   

( ) as  1  l  l   ke l  
a es ss at  ll

 2 12 
  4    e s  t t - e
   (9 tea s)         7-299
   1  t e      29 -2 9
        1-t  lla       7 -  7 14
      12-t  a k      77-  74 1 1
      1 -t        7 -  77 1 2
       a       -  7 1
      44-t  ate s      -  2 1
  1     te (  tea s)          9
       2    a                        9
 1  a e  a k,  147  (  
      4- a  la   e al st s)
 2t  s  a ,  147     

  B
 a   ( t  e )
 la  t  ( ee es)
 a  ate s ( al e   esse - al e )
 al  ste se  ( ea sb
    a lt  t   )
 at k elle  ( a)
 alt  kle  ( et l s  )  

a  a e t
2010-11  /    

se  l   ( a  72)
a  17-2   ttsb , 
  Matt Walton, t a  t  es,

    a as e, la   t  Be e s
    at l    e a  lle e  
  ( st- ea  ll- e a
   t  - t e , 7 -7 - 9-7 2 )

  Kade Baker, B a l,   t e
  (4 t  - t e , 77-77-7 -7 )

  Zach Holland, a lle  
  ll s lle  ( , -74-74- )

 a s   
 1    a  lle e 11  

2  t  ta   ( )  11  
 esa ( )  11 7

1  l  e a ,  2
 att alt ,  2

     -   a  1- , 2 11
t e l   - a e  ts  (9 tea s)

 1   a         299- 1 - 2 914

 2        12- 1 - 1 94
  ll s e t al  9 2
     (   t a a e as a tea  t
      als be a se a t e  tea
     e  t, e  t tal t  e ) 
 1  e a ,  7 -7 -7 219
 2  b s ,  7 -77-7 22
  alt ,  77-79-7 2 1
 9  Bake ,  7 - -7 2 7
   1  lla ,  1-79-79 2 9
   14  a ,  7 -77- 7 242
   19  ll,  - 4- 1 24

 2 1  
  2     all te   29 - 2
   1    a          29 - 1 99
   1   e t ,        72-7 14
    (t e ) lla ,      7 -7 14
  1    a lle ea te           79
   1  ll, 1   4  alt , 144
  1     tate  a s
   at a t e  eek , a ks lle
     1    292-2 7 79 (1  tea s)
     2  a kla  ee   1-2 9
     1  ll   7 - 1   (  b  )
     4  alt   7 -71 144

 2 11 
     la t t 4- 1
 1  e s e s t   -2 7 92 ( )
 1  a k s l e  ( t  a s) 7 -71 141
 2  alt  7 -7 14   11 t lla
 7 -7 1 4   2  ll 77- 1 7
 2 t a  7 - 1 9, Bake  7-72
 1 9  2 t ate s 7 - 1 1  a k

-7 1    - 1 1 4
11    se   l  (21)

               -29 - 1 919
 1  e t laba a  2 1-2 -29
41 t a k 7 -71- 2 229   ll
7 -74- 229   alt  7 -7 -77 229

7t  a  7 -77-79 2 4   71  lla
1-7 - 2 2  

  4     te  21- 2 2  ( )
 1  a  lls ( )  29 -29
 1  e a  ( )     9- 9 1
1 -t alt  7 -77 1 2   1 -t lla

-7 1   2 -t ll 2-7 1
2 t ate s 1-79 1   2 t a  -

1 1 1, Bake  2-79 1 1   a k  
2- 1 1    2- 1

  1    Be e t e   291-291 2
      2  e ee   9   (14 tea s)

 1  lla   b  9 st kes t a ks
          t   (tea  e )-7 1
          4  ll  7 -72 147   alt

      74-7 149   ate s 1-74 1   
     Bake  77- 1 2

  2     te  2- 7 9 ( )
 1    a    2 2-294 7

      1  e a  ( ) 7-72 1 9
       alt  7 -7 14   4 -t  a
      7 -7 149, Bake  7 -7 149 a
      ate s 7 -74 149   12 -t 
      77-7 1   1 -t a k -77
      1 7   21 -t lla  79-79 1
      -t ll - 1   
     a kla  te (4 tea s)

  B
s a a  (Be t )
se  ll ( al e t t , 

   a s all t  )
a e s ( t  e )

a   ( t  e )
a e  a k ( t  a el)
a  ate s ( al e   esse -  )
ss sta t a  as ee es
ss sta t a   let   

2009-10  /  NJCAA 9th  
al  alle   ( a  72)
a  1 -21  ea , 

  Jared Harp, Be t  
1st- ea  ll- e a
( , 77-72- -7 2 7)
 -l est  129 s es   

  Dean Wright, ea , Be ks e,
    la    e a
 (44t  - t e , -77-7 -74 4)

  Matt Walton, t a  t  es,
    a as e, la   t  Be e s
    at l    e a  lle e
 ( 2  - t e , -7 -7 -7 9)

  Kade Baker, B a l,   t e
  (77t  - t e , - 2-74-7 14)

  Joseph Scholl, al e t t , 
     a s all t    
  (12 t , -7 - 2- )

 a s   
1  t  ta   ( )  11  

 2    a  lle e 117  
  esa ( )  117
 9   22- -2 - 121
       2 -l est s e   
 1  a el   ( )               2 4

     -   a  1- , 2 1
k a e   -  lt  (11 tea s)

 1    a         72
  2        4- -29 9
  ll s e t al  9 7
 -
 1    ( ) 7 -72-72 214
 2  e a  ( ) 7 -7 -72 21
   t  ( ) 7 -7 -74 217
 7  a  ( ) 7 -7 -71 222
 9  t ( ) 7 -7 -74 22   
     alt  ( ) 7 -7 -74 22
     ll ( ) 77-7 -77 2 2
     Bake  ( ) 4-79- 1 244

 2 9 
  9     all e e
       a  te
  4     tate  a s
     a lle ea te
1    ss ss  l  ast te
  2    a ee te

 2 1  
     se  l  te
        a  te
  2      te
  1    a kla  te   - 1 1
       ll- e  - t  ll ( -4t )

  B
 a e el (Be t )
  eele  (Belle lle  lt  )
 estae  e l  ( a  , 
     Balla  e al )
 s  ea  ( a el )
 aleb a e  a ( a l e
    a lt  t   )
 ss sta t a  as ee es
 ss sta t a   let   

2008-09  /  
se  l   ( a  72)

a  19-22  ttsb ,  - 122 l e s

  LeRoy David riffin, a  
    t  t  
 1st- ea  ll- e a (1st-t e  
        - a  la   se  le)
      -7 -7 -71 2
 2    ( a t  , )
                71- 9-74- 9 2
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 1    e s  la k  29 -29 9
  2  a kla
(1   14 ,   2  la
 le  2  e tel 14  4  elle  14
  1 2  a ka s 1 4)  

2006-07  /  
se  l   ( a  72) 

a  22-2   ttsb ,  
  Nate Sanders, Be t  

 ( 2  - t e , 74-7 - 1-72 )
 a     a t  lle e ( )

                   2 -2 -2 4-279 11 4
1  B ll es  ( a t , )      27  

  -  at lt
1   a        297- 1- 2 91
2  el        2 - 1 - 4 9 4

       1 - 2 - 21 9
     (  a e s 7 -7 - 2 4)

  B
 e  Bla e ll s ( t  e )
 B a  e  ( l s b, )
 as es ( ea sb )
 a ett e k ( a al a)
 a b atl k ( a a , )
 te e   (B a , la )

a  a ka s ( ll s lle)
ss sta t a   ale B k
 2  

 2    a kla  te              299
       B                                1

  k alle  1st at 29  (1  tea s)
(2  ll s 74   a e s 74  leet
 7  , atl k  e k 7
 te a t 7 )

 4    ll s e t al              291 
1    a                277
( a e s 71  leet   ll s 7
  74  te a t 7 )

 1     tate  ll s l  
a s  at a e sta 

 Bl t    ( a t 2  a )
   a  2  at   (2  tea s)
(4  a e s 7  - 1st ea  ll- tate
 9   7  - 2  ea  ll- tate
 ll s 7  leet   te a t 79)

      a  te   
  1   a   4  (12 tea s)
(  t e , a e s  7 -74 149 
 te a t 77-72 149)

    ll s alle  -29 9
 a  lls B  ( )  77  (22 tea s)
(  t e, leet  7 -71 141  te a t
 1 2  atl k 1  a e s 1 4  ll s
 1  a ka s 1  e k 1 9)

 1    a lle lass   292- 4 9
   e t al 2  at - 4 4  (9)
(  te a t 74-74 14   a k-
 a s 7 -74 1  a e s 7 - 1
 ll s 7 -77 1  leet  74-79
 1  atl k -74 1 4  e k 1 )

 4     te 24-
         Bla k B  1 - 21 4

   a  1st at 9- 2 11 (12)
(  a e s 7 -74 1  ll s 1-77
 1  leet  -77 1 2  atl k
 2- 1  te a t - 2 1 7)
(  7 -77 1  a ka s
 7 -7 1  es 1- 2 1
 e  - 2 17 )   

2005-06  /  NJCAA 10th
se  l   ( a  72) 

a  2 -2   ttsb ,    1,19

  Greg Stewart, Be t  
 (2 t -t e, 72-74-71-74 291)

  Lucas Cromeenes, et l s
  assa  t   
 (4 t  - t e , 74-7 -7 -7 29 )

  Nate Sanders, Be t  
 ( t  - t e , 77-7 -74-74 1)

  R.A. Stolpe, ske ,  
 (9 t  - t e , 74-79-77- 1 11)

  Blaze Ellis, t  e  
 (94t  - t e , 7 - - -79 12)

 a     a t  ( ) lle e
    2 -2 7-2 -2 4 1,14

1       29 - 7-29 - 1,19
1   e , k       277

      
 1       2-294- 9 9

     t  e  tle, st s e 2
      a  2  at 911 (11 tea s)
(2  ee es 7 -74-72 221
  ll s 7 -7 -7 22   te a t, 2  
 t l e, 2 1  a e s, 244)

  B
a ett e k ( a al a)

a b atl k ( a s all t , )
ase   ( alt lle)
l t esle  ( s  lls, )
ss sta t a   let
 2  

 2    all e e
  1   a  (b  1  st kes)
(4  ee es 14 )

 1    a kla  te   2
  a  2  at 2   t - a  s e
(4  ee es 71   ll s 71   
 esle  72  e k 7  a e s 
 te a t 74  t l e 7 )

 2    ll s e t al    29
   a  1st at 2 7  (1  tea s)
(4  ll s 71  ee es  t l e 72
 a e s  esle  7 )

     tate  ll s 
 l  a s   1 - 7 17

ll s e t al 1st at  (1  tea s)
(14  ee es 1 1  a e s 1 2  
 t l e 1 7  ll s 1 9  esle  1 )

    a  te
 2    ll s alle

  1    a
 2    a lle ea 299-297 9

  1   a  at  (12 tea s)
(2t , ee es 144  12  t l e 1  
 te a t 1 1   ll s  esle  1 2)

 4     te 9- 14
    1st at  t   b  1
(1  a e s 14    B  tea  
 2  ee es 14  ll s 1  te -
 a t 1 7  t l e 1  esle  1 1)

2004-05 / NJCAA Runner-Up
se  l   ( a  72) 

a  24-27  ttsb ,    1,1 1
  John Singleton, la

  2 - ea  ll- e a 
  (7t  - t e , 7-7 -74-7 2 )

  Charlie Throgmorton, 
  est a a ,   eat  
 (2  - t e , 74-7 - 9-74 292)

  R.A. Stolpe, ske ,  
 ( t  - t e , 7 -7 -71-74 29 )

  Lucas Cromeenes, et l s
   assa  t   
 ( t  - t e , 7 -72-74-7 29 )

  Brian Kuddes, e  
 ( t  - t e , 7 -79- -7 29 )

 a     a t  ( ) lle e
    2 4-2 2-277-2 1 1,124

2        292-297-2 2-29 1,1 1
1  B e t t e , a t        27

      
k a e  t  l b  e
1    a  lle e       2 9
2   (  st)              2

        7
    ( ea  a s e  t a  2 )

e al st  e et  le ,   9
ll- e   a l e t

 ( t , 7- 7 74)
t e    let   es 77

  t l e 79  ee es 
  B

tt a ls  ( t  e )
B a  es ek ( s le )

e ek a a k ( llsb )
ase   ( alt lle)
l t esle  ( s  lls, )

 t  ( tt t )
ss sta t a   ale B k
 2 4 

     all e e            94
1    a               2
2  a lle ea             7
1   e s ( )   7 - 7 142
(4  t  7 -7 14   t l e
 74-7 1  es 7 -7 1 1
 ee es 7 -77 1 2  let
 79-7 1 2 )  
(  B   a ls  77-7 1 2 a
 t  77-7 1 2  a a k -
 74 1 7  esle  7 - 2 1  es-
 ek 1- 1 1    7 - 2 1 )

    a kla  te
 1    ll s e t al             2

2   a              2
 ll s e t al             2

(1-t , t  7    t l e 7
 let  72  es 7  ee es
 7   t  72 )

 2   l  te   29 - 2   
1    a    294-292

 let  72-7 147   ee es
7 -7 149  t  7 -74 1 2

t l e 7 -77 1  es 77-79 1 )
 1    a al  ll s tate

a s  at l  eek- t a
( ll- tate s - 1  let  142   
 ee es 147  7  t
 149  9  es 1 1)

    a  te
 1    a lle te 29 -294 9

   a  2  at 97  (14 tea s)
(  t l e 14   t  147
 let , es  ee es 1
 ee es e e  le- - e)

 7     te - 1 21
  a  lls ( ) 1st at 7   (14)
( t  1 1  let  
 ee es 1 4  a a k 1
 t  1 9  esle  1 1  es
 1 2  t l e 1 )

a ke     t
 2  

 4     l  at se 
  l , s te  als   (21 tea s) 
  (2  let    7 - -7 214)

2003-04  /  
 a    ta   ( )

    29 -297-292-29 11
1  te e  t, le        2

     t be  12-1
k a e   ( a  72)  lt

 B a  e k ( t a  tate, )
             7 -72- -7 2

  Jared Harp, Be t  
 (27t ,  7 -7 -74-7 29 )

  Ryan Keller, as lle 
 (  - t e ,  7 -7 -7 -7 1)

 a s     
 1   a  29 -2 4-29 -2 11 1

 2  a t  29 -291-2 -29 11 4
     -   a  -4, 2 9

  1   a        29 -2 4-291
  2  a kla            12-294-299 9
  2       -294- 9
     ( a kla    be t  as
      e -   se  la  le)
   1    ( )        - 7- 2 1
     ( )           7 -71-7 217
 1  (t) a  ( )        7 -7 -77 22
 1  (t) elle  ( )      7 -74-7 22
 l a  e tel       79-7 - 2 7
   ( a   Be t  s  )
 a e  a 2-7 -9 24
   ( a l e   a lt    )
     ( a    be t   b e
       st le t   - a  la )
     ( elle  a a e  t   b
      tak  se  a te  - le la )

  B
 e ek ee es  ( alt lle)
 ss be a ke  ( t  e )
 a  e ake  ( t  e )
 ss sta t a  as ee es  

2007-08  /  NJCAA 15th
al  alle  l  se ( a  72)
a  2 -2   e ,   1,24
  Chris Munro, be ee , tla
 ( 1st - t e , 7 - 1-74-77 )

  Elijah Sentel, Be t  
 ( 2  - t e , 7 - -79-79 11)

  Jordan Schwankaus, ll s lle
 ( t  - t e , 77- -79-72 14)

  David riffin, a  
 (7  - t e , 7 -79-79- 1 1 )

  Ryan Keller, as lle 
 (1 t  - t e , 77- - - 1 2 )

 a    le  ( )  lle e
    27 - 7-294-29 1,172

  2  a t   294-297-291-29 1,17
1       2- 2 - 11- 9 1,24
  1  a  e ( le )                  2 9

     -     a  12, 2
 1   a        297-2 -2
 2       7-292-299 9

                - 2- 9 91
 (  a ka s 219  7   221
   227  elle  2  e tel 2 )

  B
 B a  e  ( l s b, )
 as es ( ea sb )
 te e   ( la )
 ss sta t a   ale B k

 2  
 7    le  ( )  l    4
   le  ( ) 1st at 7  (  tea s)
 (1 t,  79     
  a ka s 7  e tel 91  elle  94)
 4    laba a    - - 91

  alla e tate ( ) 1st at 7   (4)
(1   22  14  a ka s 
 e tel 22     2 7
 elle  24 )
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t e l  l  se  ll s lle
1    a       - 4 9
2  a kla  lle e 9- 12

              - 27
1  ke  B a s a ,  7 - 7 14

ll- e   a  e  ( t -t e,
  74- 1 1 )   B a  a e  (1 t ,
  7 -79 1 7)

t e    ll  1  B ess
  1 1  a  17  

  B
Bla t  Bela ee ( a el )

a  B ett ( ee astle, )
a e B ess ( la , )
a  ll  (Bl t ,   t )
e ek ase l e ( ale )

e  ll s ( ea sb )
a k a  ( est a k t)
s  te  ( ale )

ss sta t a   ale B k
B ett le t eek be e e al t
be at be s e  se sl  ll at e  

 2 2 
 1    ll s e t al   2

   a  2  at 294 (12 tea s)
(1  t e , a  B ett 71   ll
 72  4  a  72   t e , e  7 )

 1    l  te 29 -29
   a  2  at 9  (1  tea s)
(1  e  142   ll  147  9
 B ess 14  11  B ett 149)

 2    a lle ea 29 -291 7
   B    1 - 1 2

   a  1st at 79  (14 tea s)
(2  ll  14   t e , e  147
 a  14  Bela ee 1 1  l e 1 2
 B ett  B ess 1 )

la e  st  se   e  s  
  t a e ts  t   te
     te 2- 7 9

  1   a  91  2   lls 
(  B ett 149   t e , e  
 ll  1  a e  1  te  1 9
 B ess 1  a  1 )  

2001-02  /  NJCAA 10th
al  alle  l  l b ( a  72) 
a  21-24  ea ,   1,212
  Dennis Crain, ea sb

  ( 4t  - t e , 74-71-7 -7 29 )
  Chad Cooper, a a ette, 

  ( 4t  - t e , 7 -7 -7 -72 29 )
  Jeremy Sims, a el,  

 ( 2  - t e , 7 -7 -7 -79 )
  Brandon Vinson, a ta la s,  

  e ta e lls  
(9 t  - t e , 77- - -74 14)

  Bryan Warren, ea sb  
 (11 t , 7 - - - 2 2 )

 a     elt  tate ( )
    291-2 -297-2 9 1,1 2

1       2- 2- - 1,212
1  e  el ,  a la    2 1

 
t e l  l  se  ll s lle

1    a  297- 21 1
2     7- 27 4

e al st  
  a  a s all,     71-7 14

 ll- e   e e  s 7 - 2 1 7
 t e    a   s  1
   alte s 1  e  1   

  B
as  ab a (Belle lle  lt )
a  alte s (Bl t ,   t )
ss sta t a   ale B k

 2 1 
    la   9- 1

  t e  ( ) 1st at 9  (21)
(2  alte s 14  s 1 2  s
 1 7  e  1  a  1 1)

    a kla  te    4
  ll s alle  1st at 2 (21 tea s)
(  alte s 7  a  7   e  77
 s 7  s  79)

 2    a  te 1- 1 - 11
   a  1st at 9   (14 tea s)
(  alte s 149  e  1 2  a  1
 ab a  a e  1  s 1 7)

 1    a e lass    (1  tea s)
  k alle  2  at 12
(2  s  74   alte s 7  a
 7  s 79  e  1)

 2    k alle  2 -291 79
   a  1st at 7  (19 tea s)
(  alte s 14   s 14  1
 e  14  a  14 )

 1     all  29 -294 9
   a  2  at 94 (1  tea s)
(1  alte s 14  2  s 14  s
 1  e  1 2)

 1    a lle ea 29 -299 9
  ll s e t al 2  at 9   (1 )
(1  alte s 14   s 14  a
 1  s  1 4  e  1 4)

 4     te 2-1 4 2
  elt  tate ( ) 1st at 4   (14)
( s 114  e  11  alte s 117
 a  121  s  12 )

 2 2 
 4     l  at se 

( s  e  ll- e    1 )
    l  l  ( ) (4  s)

2000-01  /  NJCAA 10th
e as  e s t  ( a  72) 
a  29- e 1  lle e tat , 
  Andy Teslow, a b

 2 - ea  ll- e a 
 ( t , 7 -77-7 - 9 2 9)

  Chad Stoute, Bl t , 
 (2 t  - t e , 74- -74-71 299)

  Jeremy Sims, a el,  
 ( t  - t e , 74-77-79- 1 )

  Eric Brennan, ee ,  
( 7t  - t e , 7 -7 - - 12)

  Jason Drew, Be t  
 (9 t  - t e , -79- 2- 21)

 a   e le ( )  lle e
    277-29 -29 -29 1,1

1       294- 9- - 1,2 9
1  at t l e, a  lls,      2 4

  
a  aks l  se  all

1    -  
2    a  1 - 1

e al st  
   1  B ett le ,  72-7 14  
 ll- e   
     esl ,  7 -72 147
   4  a  t te,  7 -7 1
     B e a ,  7 -77 1
        e e  s,  79-7 1

  B
B ett es ek ( as lle)

a  t  (B t s  l b a)
as  t lle  ( t , )

as  ab a (Belle lle)
B a  s  ( a ta la s, )

 2  
    la   - 1

a  lls ( ) 1st at  (2  tea s)
(7  esl  14  t te  s 1 1
 B e a  1 4  t lle  1 )

 2    a kla  te   
  a  1st at 299 (19 tea s)

(  t e , B e a  7  1  t e , s,
 esl   s  7  t te 7 )

 1    a  te 2 9-29 7
   a  2  at 9   (11 tea s)
(2  esl  14   t te 14
 1  s  149  11  e  149
 ab a 1  s 1 2)

 1    a e lass    1 (19)
  k alle   a e 2  at 2
(  e   7  s  1  9  esl
 2  t te  s  B e a  9 ) 

 1    k alle  4- 7
  ll s alle  2  at 24 (19 tea s)
(1  B e a  14  2  t te 14   
 s  149  esl  1   e  1 4)

 1    ll  e t al 1-297 9
  a e 2  at 1 (14 tea s)
(1  t te 14  esl  149  s
 1  B e a  1 4  s 1 )

 2    a lle ea 1 -29
   a  1st at 99  (12 tea s)
(1  esl  147  e  1  t te
 1 2  t lle  1  B e a  1 4) 

 1     te 29 - 1
  a  lls ( ) 2  at 1   (14)
(1  esl  14 , e  2  t l e ( )
  14   la  4  t te 1 1
 s 1  B e a  1 7  s  1 )
(   Bla k  - t lle  1 4
 e   ab a 1  t  17 )

 2 1 
   (t e )  b  le   4

  B e a  lle e 1st at 29   (14)
 (4  t e , s, e   ab a 74
 esl  7  B e a  1)

 7    e t al laba a t ll ate s
     es t te  9 2  (14 tea s)

 a  lls ( ) 1st at 9
 (17  t te 2 2  24  esl   s
 2 4   42  B e a   e  242)

 2    Be ll tate lle ate lass
  (1  tea s)  2 7-2 2 9
 1  B e a  lle e     274-27 49
 (  esl  1 9  t te 141  s
 142  e  14  B e a  1 1) 

1999-2000  /  NJCAA 5th
e as  e s t  ( a  72) 

e -9  lle e tat ,   ( 4 les)
  Andy Teslow, a b 

 (19t  - t e , 77-71-77 22 )
  Brian Kolmer, ale  

 (2 t  - t e , 72-7 -79 22 )
  Chad Stoute, Bl t ,  

   t   ( t -t, 77- -7 227)
  Jeremy Reidelberger, 

 t  a les,  
 ( t  - t e , 4-7 -79 2 )

  Danny Johnson, Belle lle  est
 ( 9t  - t e , 79-77- 1 2 7)

 a     a  lls  ( )
                29 -291-291 7
       -29 - 9
 1  st  l e, e le     2 9

      
a t e  eek  ( a  72)  el

 1  ll s e t al 1 -292 1
 2    a  1- 9 1
         11- 1 27
        t  t - la e  s e
 1  Be  B tt,          7 -72 147
 2  k s,            7 -7 14       
   t  77-7 1  
   let  79-77 1   a  77-
   1 7   es 7 - 2 1   ll  
   79- 1 1

 B
Bla t  Bela ee ( a el )

le e  ( la )
a  ll  (Bl t ,   t )

B a  es ( lt   lt   )
 a  ( llsb )

e ek a a k ( llsb )
a k a  ( est a k t)

 let  ( e l, la )
 t  (Be t )

a l e t  ( a a , )
ss sta t a   ale B k
 2  

 2    e s  la k te
  a lle ea 1st b   st kes

 4    a kla  te  (1  tea s)
  1  k alle   2  a kla  2
     a   (s e a )
(  t  72  ll  7
 a a k 77  es , a
  Bela ee 7  let , t
  a  )

 2    a e lass    
  1  lle e  a e              
(  a  74  t   le-
 t  77  ll  7  es 79)

 1    ll s e t al   
   a  2  at 9  (1  tea s)
(  t  7 , s e a  la -
  a   es 7  ll  
 let  )

 1    l  te 29 -29 91
   a  2  at 9   (1  tea s)
(1  a  144, b e  1st la  le
 4  es, t e  14  ll  1 1  
 let  1 2  t  1 4)

     te 299-29 97
   1st at   (11 tea s)
(1  t e , t  141  let
 149  es 1 4  ll  1 )

 1    a lle ea 29 -2 9 2
   a  2  at   (1  tea s)
( -t, let   es 14  ll
 14  t  149  a  1 1)

     te 12-29
  1  a  7  2  ll s e t al 7
(4  t  1 1   ll  1 1
 7  t e , let  1 2  a  1 4
 es 1 9)

 2 4 
t  t  at le  ( ) te

a  1 t  at laba a  l

2002-03  /  
al  alle   ( a  72)  ea , 
  Chad Cooper, a a ette, 

 - ea  ll- e a s 
   (12t , 9-72-7 -7 29 )
 e    a te  e  - 4 9

  Bryan Warren, ea sb  
  ( -t e, 7 - 1-7 -7 12)

 a     le   ( )
                    277-291-29 -2 7 114
1  a  ll s, a  lls   2



1                1-147 44
2  ll s e t al           4-1 4 4

 e al st  ll- e   
   1  e e  e elbe e   72- 1   
   2  a  t te        7 - 11
    B a  l e         7 - 9 112
 1  a  s         1- 7 11
        B e a         - 9 124

  B
 B e a  ( ee ,  

  e t e e )
e s a  ( ea sb )
as  e  (Be t )

B bb  a  ( ee ,   
   e t e e )

a  a e  ( a el, )
a  s a e ( a el )

 1999 
 1    la   291-291 2

a  lls ( ) 2  at 9  (19 tea s)
(1  e elbe e  141  2  s  144
 4  l e  14   esl  14  e
 1  B e a  1 )

 1   e   a kla  te  9
( l e  a  t   als)

 2   Bla k   a kla  te  1
( e  - 1  l e  71   e elbe e
 esl   t te 2  s  )
( Bla k  - 4  a e  7   B e a
 7  a  77  e   a  9 )

 1    a  te 2 -292
   a  2  at 9  (1  tea s)
(1  l e  141   esl  14  
 s  14  1  t e , e elbe e
  a  14  t te 1  a e
 1  B e a  1 9)

 2    k alle  1 - 1
  ll s alle  1st at 9 (1  tea s)
(2  l e  14  t te 1 4  s
 1  esl  1  e elbe e  1 1
  - 7  a  1 4  B e a  1 4)

 1    a e lass    29
  a e 2  at 1   (11 tea s)
(1  B e a  9, la  as al
 2  l e  71   t te 72  e el-
 be e  7  s  79  esl  )

 1    ll s e t al  279-2 9
ll s e t al 2  at 7 (14 tea s)

 (1  s  1 9  2  l e  14
  t te 14   e elbe e  14
 B e a  1 4)

 1    l  te 17-2 4 1
   2  at 7 a te   be a
  a  2  7t , 1  ba k (1  tea s)
 (2  l e  14   7  t te 1 2
 9  e elbe e  1  B e a  1 4
 a  1  s  1 )

 2     te -1 2 4
  a  lls ( ) 1st at 4   (1 )
 (4  l e  112  e elbe e   
 esl  114  a e  11  a  
 a  11   t te 117  s
 119  e  12  B e a  122)

 2  
     ee  lle ate te 42

  alla e lle e ( ) 1st at  ( )
(  l e  1  esl  1  s
 1 4  e elbe e   t te 1 )

 1    l  ast te  21 (19)
    a  a t  ( ) 1st at 9  t
    se e  tea s all -  te e s
  ( l e  1  t te 1 4  s

1  e elbe e  1  B e a  1 2)
 1    t e  -     911

  Nathan Shiver, ll s lle 
 ( 4t , 79- - -7 2 )

  Jim Middleton, as lle 
 ( t  - t e , - 4- -79 29)

 a    le  ( )  lle e
    - - 1-294 1,2

      24- 1 - - 1 1,2
1  a  Babb, a  lls     292

      
e a l l  l b  el
1               29 - 1 97
2    a          -29  
  1  a e B a k,    9-7 144
  2  st  , l    7 -7 14

t e  ll- e     ke a
  B
 Bake  ( llsb )

B a  B lla  ( t  e )
e  a s ( a s lle)
ke a  ( ee t)

ss sta t a   ale B k

 1997 
  2    la    1 - 1

   1  a  lls  9-29 7
  2  (t e )  a  1  (21 tea s)

   (  a s 147   B lla  1  (l st
   s e a  la )  a   e a
   1 2  B a k 1 4)

 2    a kla  te   29
  t easte  ll s 1st at 292
   B   at 297  (2  tea s)
(   - 2  e a  7   a  7
 e s 77  B lla  7 )
(  B  -  Bake  71  a s 7
 let  7  e  77)  

 1    a  te 297-29 9
  e a  ( ) 2  at 97 (12)
(4  e s 14   a e  14
 e a  1  a s 1 4  a  1 1)

 2    k alle  29 - 2 97
  a e 1st at 29 -29  (17)
(  t e , a   e a  14  a e
 1  e s 1 4  a s 1 7
 al - B a k 1 1)

 2    a e lass    2
  a e 1st at 297  (14 tea s)
(1  B a k 72 -  la   
 le  7  a  7  9  e s 7
 a e  79  e a  2   a  79)

 1    ll  e t al  4-29
  Bla k a k 2  at 1 (1  tea s)
(  e a  14  e s 1
 B a k 1 2  a  1 )  

 1    l  te -297 2
  a e 2  at 7 (1  tea s)
(2  e s 14 , l st - le la
 e a  1  B a k 1 2  a
  a e  1 )

 2     te - 17 2
  le  ( ) 1st at   (1  tea s)
(  e s 1 2  B a k 1 4
 e a  1  a  1 9)   

 199  
 4    le  ( ) te lle ate  

  le  1st  -  at 91 (1   -  )
(  t e , e a  147  1  e  14

  let  1  a  1 )
   elt  tate te

( e a  ll- a e t) 

1996-97  /  NJCAA 5th
lake  a les se (72) 

e -7  ass,    1,2 4
  Jace Bugg, e e s , 

 1st- ea  ll- e a 

 ( , 72-7 -74-74 29 )
  Mike Carr, ee t

 st-  ea e  t  71 
 (2 t  - t e , 71- 4- 4- 1 2 )

  Jeff Eickhoff, llsb  
 (2 t  - t e , 79-7 - 2- 2 21)

  Dave Bornack, tas a 
 (4 t  - t e , -79- 1- 1 2 )

  Brandon Birney, Ba l ,  
 ( 7t , - 1-9 -79 )

 a   le  ( )  lle e
    297- 14- 9-299 1,219

      2- 1 - 21- 1 1,2 4
1  a e  a , le         29

199        
e a l l  l b  el
1               - 1 7 
2    a           11- 1 21

 e al st  B e a ,     1   
 ll- e     B a  B e  ( ,
  7 -7 1 1)

 199  
 1    la      - 2
   a e 2  at 1  (21 tea s)
 (  B a k 1 1  4  k  1 2
   B  1 2  a  1  e 1 )
 1    a kla    2 4 (  e ) (22)

(2  B e  9   B  7  k  72)
 1        4 -4

beat 9  t tal b  2 , e -  b  4
(1  k  214   a  221  
  B  224  B e  227  e 2 1)

 1    k alle    1-299
beat e -  b  9 s ts (1  tea s)
(  a  149   B e  1   k
 1  B  1 1  B a k 1 4)

 1    a e lass   4 (24 tea s)
(1  B  74  B a k 7  a  77
 k  77) 

 1    l  a l   2 - 1
    Ba t st 2  at 4  (1  tea s)
 (  a  1 9  k  1 1  B  1 2
  B e  1 2  B a k 1 )
 2    l  te    294-2 2
   a  lls 1st  29 -2  (2 )
 (1  B  1 7  B e  149  a  149)
 1     te 1- 4
    a  2  at 11 (14 tea s)
 (1  B  14   k  1 1
   B a k 1  a  1 7  B e  1 4)

 1997 
 1    sb ,   29 - 9 7
 (1  B a k 149  k  1
  a  1  B e  1  B  1 )
 4     Be  lass    9 1 (1 )
   1  a  lls ( )  2    
    t e  -  (   - )
   1   s ( -   1  elt  t ) 
1995-96  /  NJCAA 3rd

- es  a  l  l b ( a  72) 
e -1   t e  es,   1,19

  Jeremy May, ta t
 2 - ea  ll- e a 
  (12t , 1-7 -71-72 297)

  J.R. Conkle, s la e  a  
 2 - ea  ll- e a 
  (1 t  - t e , 7 -71-7 -7 29 )

  Jace Bugg, e e s , 
 - e  test e  
  (22  - t e , 2-72-7 -74 )

  Brandon Auld, as lle
 le- - e, 2 -  
 (27t  - t e , 77-7 -7 -77 )

     la  ( ) 1st at 7 (1  tea s) 
(2  e elbe e  224  29  t te 22
  l e  22  4  s  2
 B e a  242)

 4    t e  te  921 (7 tea s)
  a  lls ( ) 1st at 9
( l e  227  e elbe e  229
 s  2 1  esl  2 2  t te 24 )

1998-99  /  NJCAA 6th
e  l  se ( a  72) 
e -11  la t ,   1,2

  Brian Kolmer, ale  
 2 - ea  ll- e a 
  (7t  - t e , 74-7 -7 -71 29 )

  Jeremy Reidelberger, 
 t  a les, 
 2 - ea  ll- e a 
  (9t  - t e , 7 -71-7 -7 29 )

  Chad Penman, B a l,  
 (  - t e , 74- -77-77 )

  Danny Johnson, Belle lle 
 (4 t  - t e , 77-7 -7 - 1 11)

  Brandon Bullard, t  e  
 (49t  - t e , 1-7 -79-7 14)

 a     elt  tate ( )
    29 -292-292-29 1,17

      1-297- -299 1,2
1  as  lla , elt  t       2 7

l e  a  e elbe e  a t at
al e s  2  als e t   1  

      
e a l l  l b  el

 1               29 - 1 1
 2  a kla  lle e     29 - 1 1
   1  B a  ke ,       7 -7 14
   2  B a  l e ,     9- 149
 ll- e     tt s  (4t )

   
 2    la  ,  s l t s a , t

 t  tea  e st ke s   e s 
 1    a kla  te,  b  1
 1    a  te,  b  
 1    k alle ,  b  
 1    a e lass  294 (1  tea s)

  s s - a ks e 2  at 1
(1  s  4- 7 71    a k a -
e , 4  e a  b t  at 7- 7 )

7  B lla ,  e elbe e  a  11
l e   s e a  la s at 77)  

 1    ll s te 4-299
Bla k a k 2  at  (14 tea s)
(1  l e  7 -74 147    s
77-74 1 1    e elbe e  74-7
1 2    e a  -7 1 )

    l   (1  e elbe e ) 
 ll- e     a e  ( le )  

  B
a  a e  ( a el, )
ss sta t a   ale B k

1997-98  /  NJCAA 6th
lake  a les se (72) 

e 1-4  ass,    1,2
  Dave Bornack, tas a

 - ea  ll- e a 
  (11t  - t e , 1-77-7 -7 )
 2   - e  test

  Chad Penman, B a l, 
 ll- a e t    l   71 
  (17t  - t e , 1-79-71-7 9)

  Trent Hudgens,  a k t 
 (49t  - t e , 9-7 -7 -79 22)

MEN’S GOLF  (CONT.)
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  John Raski III, e  
 (42  - t e , 7 -7 -79-7 9)

 a   le  ( )  lle e
    291-291-29 -279 1,1 4

2  a s   4- -294-29 1,19
      1 -291-29 -299 1,19

1  B a  ess e , le               2 1

199        
a kl  t    est a k t
1                4-29 2

ll- e   
  1  e e  a ,     7 -72 14
  2   ask ,       79-71 1
    kle,      74-7 1
  9  a e B ,       7 -79 1  

a s ate   1 at all   all

  B
B a  B e  (Ba l , )
e  k  ( llsb )

 e ( llsb )
e  e ( ea sb )

 199  
 1    la   297-

  a e 2  at 2  (24 tea s)
(1  B  149  4  l  1 1   ask  
 1 2  k  1  a  1 )

 1    a kla    29  ( e ) 
   a k alle  2  at 1 (2  tea s)

(1  l  71, t - le la  4  t e ,
 e  k  74  ask  7 )

 1        911- 4 les 
 b  2  e  e -  (1  tea s)

(1  B  221  2  ask  22   B e
 2  a  2 4  l  2 7  kle 2 )

 1    k alle   (  b  1 )
(1  B  141   a  147  7  l  14
  B e  14  k  1  ask  1 4) 

    a e lass , t  st kes
be  t  b se ( )  t e   2
(  a  7 , 7t  s e a  1  l  77
 ask  7  B  )

 1    l  a l  b  1  (1 )
(1  ask  149, b  9   B  1 9  a

  1 2  kle 1  l   k  1 4
 2    l  te      B

t e , e st ke be   a
(2  k  14  4  B  147  e
 149  ask  1 2  B e   kle 1 4)

 1     te 21- 29 
 b  11  12-tea  el

(1  a  1 4  2  ask  1   kle
 1  B , l   B e  1 2)

 199  
 1     sb ,  2 - 1 41
   ata ba alle  ( ) 2  at 47 ( )
 (2  t e  - a , kle  B e  1 7
  B  1 2  l   ask  1 ) 
 2    t e  -
 e -  t  le  ( ) a  s
 1     Be  lass    917 t e

B a le , l  s e  lle e s
a  b  9 st kes (9 tea s)

(2  B  22  4  a  227   B e
 22  k  2  ask  2 4)

1994-95 / NJCAA Runner-Up
B a  a k l  se ( a  72) 

e -9  ee sb ,    1,2

  Matt Armstrong, et l s
  assa  t  
 1st- ea  ll- e a 
 (4t , 7 - -7 -7 29 )

MEN’S GOLF  (CONT.)
  Brandon Auld, as lle

 (17t , 7 -7 - -71 )
  Jeremy May, ta t  

 (2 t , 77-7 -7 - )
  Scott Johnson, lt   a ette 

 (79-72- 4-7 )
  Bryan Drew, Be t  

 ( 1-7 -7 -7 1 )

 a   le  ( )  lle e
    12-2 9- 7-2 9 1,197

2       -291- 12-29 1,2
 e le,                           1,21   

 e al st   abba e, alte s t
                 -7 -7 -72 2

      
a ks  t    a b ale

 1               294-29 7
 2  a kla  lle e   29 -294 92
   1  ee t , a kla    71-72 14  
     2  tt s ,    7 -74 144
 ll- e     
    B a  l ,     74-7 147
   9  att st ,  7 -72 14
     1  B a  e ,        74-74 14

 1994 
 1    k alle    297-297 94
    a  l  2  at  (2 )
 (1  st  14  2  s  14
   a  149  ale 1 7)
    la   - 14 19
    a  1st at 1  (1  tea s)
 (1  st  147  l  1 )
    a kla  te
 (  a  7 )
    l  te
 (2  e  a  147)
 1     te 7-1 4
   a lle ea 2  at 479 (1  tea s)

(1  st  11 , 27 les, 
 la  eek late   2  e  11 )

 199  
 1    sb  tat al ( ) 
       a s  b  1  (11 tea s)

(1  st    a  147)
 1     Be  lass

(  a  2 )
    B ll ke  te lle ate ste
     b  t  s  (1  4- ea  tea s)
     1   ss  tate, 9 7    9  
     (1  st             74-72-71 217
      2  ettle  a e      71-7 -7 219)

st  4  all,   e al st
a  ll- e  at ee sb , 

 a  a  t es e e ts

  B
e  Be t ( e  B )

e  ale ( t  e )
s a t ( ea sb )

e  e ( ea sb )

1993-94  /  
ee sb ,   
  Scott Johnson, lt   a ette

  (7 - 1-7 -79 14)

 a   le  ( )  lle e
 1  B ks Bla kb ,    2 1

      
e e   l    lt
1  l  lle e        2- 1 42 

e al st   lt,      2-7 1 7

  B
be t Beast  (Belle lle  est)
e  Be t ( e  B )

 kle ( s la e  a  )
B a  e  (Be t )
e  ale ( t  e )
 199  

 1    la  
(  kle 1 )

 1    l  te (1  tea s)
(1  kle 14  t   b  2)

1992-93  /  
k a  le  ( a  72) 

tts ale, 
  Jason Holtman, Belle lle ( ast)

 a     e sa la ( ) 
 1  Be t t , a ss ( )    29

      
att  t  l b

 1  l  lle e                4
 2    
 1  as  lt a ,     7 -77 1
      b  s  st kes

  B
 ea   ( a s lle, )
 Ba  al ass  ( t  e )
 be t ll  ( t  e )
 a e e  ( ea sb )
 a e s ( ea sb )
 B a  ll s ( a s lle, )

1991-92  /  
 a   

   a a e t   ( )
 1  Be t t , a ss ( )    294

      
k  t l  se  e at

 1  l  lle e        29 - 9 2
 1  as  t lle ,      74- 142

1990-91  /  
ee  ee se ( a  7 )  la ,  
  Craig Zinzilieta, Be t

  ( t , 1-7 - 9-7 1)
 a   a a e   ( )

1  e t  te tte , a a e  2 9

      
a kl  t    est a k t 
1  l  lle e      14-299 1

e  e al st    
  a  l eta,    72-7 14
  e  s  s a  l
  e   la  ( e  a a es)

1989-90  /  
tts ale,  

    -  
  Craig Liddle, ale

  4t   e    a le  t  ake
   t at  a s s  

 a     ata ba alle  ( )
 1  a  e l , ala a  ( )  

      
k  t l  se  e at
1  a lle ea     299- 99

e al st  a k la e ,    144
a  l eta (   Be t ), t -

st la    al  

t e  a es
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1988-89  /  
  

ll s tate e s t    al
1  l  a l lle e              2
2  a lle ea                  

e al st  e  a e s,     149            

1987-88  /  
  

k  t l  se  e at
 1  l  a l lle e              1
 2    a  lle e          4
 e al st  e ea ,      1 4

1986-87  /  
  

ake e l  se  a l lle
 1  ll s e t al lle e          622
 2    a  lle e         29
 e al st  a e a s ,     1

1985-86  /  
el a  es t ( a  72)  st ,  
  John Harp, Be t

 a e  s  9- 2- 7  als
 b t se -   t t e
 a  ke t s e la e s  s    
 - le t tal (17 )  t ake t  

  
k  t l  se  e at

 1  ll s e t al lle e          2
 2  a lle ea                 41

1   a ,          7 -77 147
2   ats ,         77-74 1 1

a   t ee t e  t a e ts

1984-85  /  
  

1  ll s e t al lle e          622

1983-84  /  
  

 1  ll s e t al lle e          622

1982-83  /  
  

ba a t  l b  ba a
 1  ll s e t al lle e          9
   1           92
 e al st  t a l,     147

     
 e  a  ( est a k t) 1 4
 e  e s  ( est a k t) 174
 st  s ( st e ) 179
 k lle  ( t  e ) 1 1
 el ela e , a e 2 (B e) 1 2
 l e l e ( t  e )
 a a a  (  )

 
 4  e  ake lle e
  e  a  ( )

1981-82  /  
 B   (  e)

 e  tts 
 te e  alla e 9
 a k  91 2
 l e l e ( t  e ) 92
 e  Ba le  97
 a  ettle
 e  s
  

1979-80  /  
 

 4    
     1   ba  (   Be t )



2016 ~ 26th Annual
   

e es ( )  291- 94
e  ake lle e   294- 2 9
   

Jordan Harre (RLC) 67-74–141
2015 ~ 25th Annual

   
Rend Lake College   282-294–576

   
Jordan Harre (RLC) 68-72–140
2014 ~ 24th Annual

   
  a    

e  ake lle e   4- 1
    
 e  ( )     71-71 142
att ee el  ( )   7 - 7 14

2013 ~ 23rd Annual
   

  a    299-29 9
   
a ke  a e e ( ) 71-7 147

2012 ~ 22nd Annual
   

Rend Lake College   303-287–590
   

Jared Paddick (RLC) * 76-71–147
s  a  ( ) 7 -72 147
 a ek   b s  ( )   147

    - a  la

2011 ~ 21st Annual
   

  a  2 2-294 7
e  ake lle e 2- 7 9

   
l  e a  ( )  7-72 1 9

2010 ~ 20th Annual
   

  a  7
e  ake lle e                 97
   
a el   ( ) 7- 1

2009 ~ 19th Annual
   

  a   1 1-29 444
e  ake lle e  1 - 4
   

David riffin RLC  3 - 9 10
   te e  t  27 les b  a

2008 ~ 18th Annual
   

  a          29 -29 9
   
at e l ( )  -71 1 9

    a e t e    les

Switched from Fall to Spring
2006 ~ 17th Annual

   
  a           9- 2 11

   
at e l ( ) 72-72 144

2005 ~ 16th Annual
   

        1-299
   

Nate Sanders (RLC) 71-74–145

2004 ~ 15th Annual
   

a  lls ( )       2 -292 7
   

 a s e  ( )  71-71 142
    st- , tea , al all e s

MEN’S GOLF
RLC Invitational

Class of 2012
  Zach Holland

 aste  ll s e s t

  Josh Harp
 e s t   ll s - el

  Logan Murphy
 l b a ( ) lle e

Class of 2011
  Matt Walton

 e s t   t e be la s ( )

Class of 2010
  Jared Harp

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 2009
  LeRoy David riffin

 e s t   t  l a 
 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 2005
  John Singleton

 la e   14  e   at e 
  2 14   sse  t b  2 st kes

Class of 2003
  Chad Cooper

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 2000
  Brian Kolmer

 t e  ll s - a b ale

MEN’S GOLF
Former Warriors at 4-Year Level / Professionals
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    a  e  ( e e ela)
    tt a al  ( )
    se e a ( e e ela)
    a e  e a e ( t  e )

1978-79  /  

    e  t t a  ( t  e )
     ba  (Be t )
    a  e  ( e e ela)
     a at ( esse )
     e ( est a k t)
    e  t  ( est a k t)

1977-78  /  
 

1    a  lle e 1
2  askask a lle e 17

 abas  alle  lle e 7
4  a ee  lle e 49

    77
 t easte   lle e 41

      s ( a ) 
         t ( t  e )
        a  t ell ( esse )
         e ( est a k t)

1976-77  /  
all e   al eets    2-

    b s
1  l  a   1
2  l  a l lle e 2

 a lle ea  2
4  a kla  lle e 4

2003 ~ 14th Annual
   

  a   - 4 7
ll s e t al 29 - 9 7
   
st  le  ( ) 7 -72 147

    tea  la   st le 
2002 ~ 13th Annual

   
  a          29 -29 91

   
a  a s all ( ) 9-7 144

2001 ~ 12th Annual
     27 les - a
elt  t  ( )    294-1 4

   
as  a s  ( )    72- 11

  e  s e ela ( le )  4- le la

2000 ~ 11th Annual
   

Rend Lake College   298-310–608
   

Andy Teslow (RLC)  74-74–148
   e  at t l e ( a  lls)  la

1999 ~ 10th Annual
     27 les - a

a  lls ( )      -147 4
   
a  bs  ( lls) 7 - 1 9

1998 ~ 9th Annual
   
le  ( )          -29 1
   -

ll a   el s ( ) 7 -72 14
1997 ~ 8th Annual

   
le  ( )          1- 4
   

t s ss  ( le ) 72-72 144

1996 ~ 7th Annual
   

Rend Lake College   301-304–605
   

Jace Bugg (RLC) 69-76–145

1995 ~ 6th Annual
   

Rend Lake College 321-308–629
   

Jeremy May (RLC) 80-74–154

1994 ~ 5th Annual
   

Rend Lake College   307-158–465
   

Matt Armstrong (RLC)  76-37–113
Bryan Drew (RLC) 72-41–113
   27 les e t  a      la  late

1993 ~ 4th Annual
   

l  a l             29 - 2 1
   
kka ska ( ) 71-79 1

1992 ~ 3rd Annual
   

l  a l lle e 
   
kka ska ( )

1991 ~ 2nd Annual
   

l  lle e       4- 12
   
ke e ele  ( l ) 74-7 147

1990 ~ 1st
   

  a  lle e 
   

Craig Zinzilieta (RLC) 72-75–147

  Belle lle ea lle e 4
        
     ( sse  al  b  e st ke)

 tate al e    ll s ( ) 1 
 t e    a k atte el  7  
    s 9   e e
   92  a k a a  9

 
a  lls l  se  t  e

 1    a  lle e 
 2     2
  abas  alle  lle e 
 4  t easte   lle e 4
  a ee  lle e 4
  askask a lle e 
 e al st   1  ll s ( ) 7
 t e     s 7  -
   a  1  atte el   e e  94

1975-76  /  

  
    

 
 e al st    1   ll s ( )
  
     a k a a  ( )
     B b e ( )
     t es ( )

a   a

Class of 1999
  Brandon Bullard

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 1997
  Jace Bugg

  ess al t  a e ts 
 b t  a a a  a  B  s

Class of 1996
  J.R. Conkle 

 a  ( ) tate e s t
  Jeremy May

 este  ll s e s t
  John Raski III

 t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 1995
  Matt Armstrong

 e s t   ss ss
 la e  ess all

  Bryan Drew
 t  s e s t

  Scott Johnson
 a ks lle ( ) e s t

Class of 1991
  Craig Zinzilieta

 t east ss  tate e s t

Class of 1980
  Doug Dunbar

 a  st  tate e s t  ( )



WOMEN’S GOLF
NJCAA National Championship Results / Rosters

  B
a a  a ls  ( k e lle)
a le  e s ( e at   t  e esa)

2013-14  /  
 te at al  a  12-14 ( a  72) 

a t a Bea ,     4 les 

  Madison Burgett, a lest
 (4 t -t, 4-9 - 2 9)

  Ashley Sexton, e s , 
  kt   (4 , - -9 2 4)

  Katie Garver, a bell ll 
     (47t , 91- -9 2 9)

 ea  a s     
  1  a t a t  ( )   29 -29 -29
  ( e e t  t tle, t   e ea s)
  2  e le t  ( ) 2- -29 9

 al a s   
  1  a  a  ( ) -74-74 21
2 14    l 2   1  les

ab a   ( a  72) 
 1    a  
 2    
   1  ll e B ak,  1
   2  B tta e a s ,  
    a a a a ,  
       ste  a lk e ,  
    a e ,   7
    ass  e s, l  9
   7  e t ,  9
       b a l lle ,  9
   9  B ett,  91
 1  ,  97 
 14  e a e ,  99

  B
  lee e a e  ( t  a el)
  a l   ( ka lle)
  l  as ( l e)

 2 1  
 2    ll s lle e te (9 tea s,
    4-  tea s) - 2
 1  a a e     14- 17 1
 1  ebke le e  ( ) 72-7 14
 (  e t  -77 1 7   7t  as
 - 2 1 7   1 t  B ett - 2 1
 12t   - 1 9   14t  e -
 a e  7- 17   2 t  a e  1 1)
 1    a le lass  at  a a 
     (1  tea s)     - 41 7
    1    a a l s     -
    (  - 2 1 2   e t  2- 1
    1   B ett - 174   as 7-
    9 177   e a e  9 -91 1 4   ls ,
    a e  9 - 7 1 )
 2    askask a te 1
 1    a  lle e 2
 1  ste  a lk e  ( )  1  
 ( -t e  e t    -t  
 a  as   1  a e  9
 1  e a e  9   1  B ett 97
     s  ( ) a e t
    ast l e ( ) 44- 4 92
 1  Bet el lle e ( ) 17- 1 2
 ( as 4- 1 7    -
 172  e t  4-92 17   a e
 9 - 7 177)

 2 14 
 14    b  le te- a t a
   Bea ,  at  te at al 

     (14 tea s)                2- 91 77
  1  t   ( )  1 - 2 4
  ( t  e t  9 -91 1 7  2t  B ett
  9 -1 19     97-1 1
  19   t  a e  1 -99 199   t
  e a e  9 -1 2 1   7  as
  1 -1 2 )

 14     te at k  e
    (14 tea s) 2- 7 7 2
  1  - a b ale 9- 17

   1   atte e ,   9-7 147  
     (B ett 7- 9 17   e a e  -
      9 179   a e  92-9 1  
      e t  97-92 1 9    1 1-
      1 2 7)
 14    as t   te
   (1  tea s) 1- 42 9
   1   s ( ) -299
   2  as t   ( ) -
   1  l a a ,  72-7 147
     ( 7t  B ett 9- 1 17   t
      e a e  - 17  7t  e t
      - 7 17   74t  a e  91-
      177   t   9 - 1 4
      t  as 9-97 1 ) 
 1     a   eal te
   (  tea s) 41- 4 7
  2  askask a - 9 7 4
   a a  ast 4 7-4 92
 1  e t ,  -79 1 4
 2  B ett,  - 171
  e a e ,  - 17
     ,  - 17
  a e ,  9 - 2 17
  as,  ( ) - 7 17

     a  at

2012-13  /  
b  l  l b  l 1 -1  ( a  72)

esa,   

  Lexie Shoemaker, t  e
 (4 t  - t e , 7- 9-9 - 49)

  Nina Jackson, a t s lle, 
(49t  - t e , 4-9 - - 9 )

  Taylor Koeller, a ssa  eeb
 ( t  - t e , 92- 4-9 -9 1)

 ea  a s     
  1  a t a tate ( )   1,211
  2  e la s  ( )              1,222

 al a s   
  1  a a  be  ( )  -74-74-74 29

2 1     l 2 -29
a   ( a  72)

1    a    9- 724
2      77- 7 7

 l    41 -414
4  askask a   42 -417 42

ll- e
  1  B  a s ,      4- 1 7
  2  e ake ,        9 - 9 179
   a ks ,        9 - 1 1
       B ak,     9-92 1 1
   a tl  e,        9 -9 1

ls
  7  (t) elle ,        9 -9 19
12  e a e ,      99-1 4 2

 1  B e e ,    1 -1 1 2 7
  B

lee e a e  ( t  a el)
a a B e e  ( e a)

a a e le ( alt   )
 2 12 

     lle e te  7- 44 7 1
1  a a e              41- 41 2
2  ll k  e s t       47- 4 9
(  e ake  2- 7 1 9  14t  el-
 le  9 - 17   21t  a ks  9 -
 17   2 t  e a e  92- 9 1 1  
 9t  B e e   e le 1 )

     all e e - esa, 
  b  l  l b - e t  1 -17
  (  tea s)                 7- 71

  2  a t a tate lle e ( )
4- 1 -29 - 1 1,222

  9   49- 2- 4 - 41 1,
 al a s   

  1  a  a  ( ) 71-77- 7-7 2
  2    e a  ( ) 7 -72-71-7 29

2 1     l 2 -27
e  ake  - tt t  ( a  72) 

1    1 - 7
2    a  7- 4 7
1  st a ,  7 - 1 9
2  e t ,  77- 1

 B ett,  1- 1 4
4   B ,  - 4 1 7

 ,  2- 17
   12  a e ,    9 -9 1 9

 a ke   9  at

 2 14 
     -   lle e te -

 a ks lle (12 tea s) - 4 2
1   s  ( )  297-294 91

 1  ebke le e  (  e ) 72-7
   (19t  e t  - 1   a e  7 -
   92 17    t  B ett - 17
   t   7- 17    e s 
   -9 17   a ls  94-97 191 )
 7       a a lass
    (1  tea s) 4 - 2 9
   1  ss - t  s 2-
   1  ll s ,   71--7 14
   1t  a e  4- 2 1   t  

  4- 4 1 , e t  9-79 1  a
  B ett 9 -7 1 , 49  e s 9-
  177   74  a ls  1 -1 7 112   

1    Ball tate ( ) 47- 7 7
 1  aste  a  2-29 9
     este  a  29 - 9
 1  l e a e,  72-7 14  
 ( 4t  e t  - 171   a e  -
 7 17   91-92 1  B ett
 -99 1 4   e s 97-9 19 ) 

 2    esa ( ) 4- 24
1  esa ( )  2- 1
1  a el  a ,  7 -7 149
(B ett -7 1  e t  -77
1    1- 1 7   a e
7- 172   e s 7- 17    
a ls  99-9 194)

 2 1  
 7     al k   42- 44

1    2 - 11
1  att e e  ( ) 74-7 1
 (19t  st a  - 1   2  -
  7- 4 171   4t  a e  -
 17   41t  B ett 7-9 177   2t
 e t  94-9 1 4   a ls  212)

   et st e  a k lass
(  tea s)                 1 - 1

1   a e   ( ) 7- 12 19
 2    b le ( ) 19- 4 2
 1  eat e  a l ( b le) 7 -7 1 1
 (4  st a  77-7 1   t  B ett
  -7 1   1 t   79-
  1 2   17t  e t  2- 1 1   2
  a e  - 17  a ls  2   
12   te (1 ) - 4 7
 1  a a tate  1- 9
 1  a ssa a  ( ) 72-7 14
 (4 t  st a  - 1    a -
  e  - 1 9   2t  e t  2- 9
  171   71  B ett 2-91 17   7  
   -9 17 )

a   
2015-16  /  NJCAA 14th  

 te at al  a  1 -19 ( a  72) 
a t a Bea ,   4 les (17 tea s) 

  Lexi Hammerton, e a  la  
 (41st - t e , - 1- 9 2 )

  Shelby Johnson, ee , 
 (  - t e , - 9-9 2 7)

  Morgan Wilson, a
 (72 , 9 -9 -94 2 2)

  Taylor Aldridge, l a
 (9 t  - t e , 1 -97-9 29 )

  Addison Gray, et l s  
 assa    (97t , 94-1 1-1 1)

 ea  a s     
  1  a t a t  ( )   291-292-29 7
  2  e le t  ( )   292- - 9 1
14     - 2- 1 9

 al a s   
  1    a  ( ) 72- 7- 2 7

2 1     l 24-2
 e b  -Bl t  ( a  72) 

 1    9- 44 71
 2    a  2- 72
 1  a  B ,  9 - 1 171
 2  s ,  9 - 2 172
  a e t ,  9- 4 17
  ls ,  9 - 7 1
   11  l e,  94-1 194
     a ,  1 -91 194

 2 1  
    e -Belle lle ( )
     a a (12 tea s)
     a a (12)
 4    ll k  te (1 )
 1    a kl  ( ) lle e
  a  l  te ( )
    (1   9   2  a e  ( ) 4
     2t  a e t   B e ste  
        11t  s  9  1  ls  9
        2  l e 9   27t  e t 97)  

 2 1  
 1    ll k  e s t  (2 tea s)
    b  le ( )
   14     te (1 )
 9    as t   (12) 

  B
 l e B e ste  ( l e    la )
 e a  ( et l s  assa  )
 e a ale  ( alt lle)
 a l  e t ( e ) 

2014-15  /  NJCAA 9th  
b  l  l b  a  11-1  ( a  72) 

esa,     72 les (1  tea s) 

  Ali Christian, e s lle,  
 (2 t  - t e , 1- - - 1 2 )

  Kaylyn Fuhrhop, ka lle
 ( t  - t e , 9-92- - 7 )

  Ashley Sexton, e s , 
  kt  ( t -t, 91- - -91 )

  Madison Burgett, a lest
 ( t , -92-92- 2 4)

  Katie Garver, a bell ll   
  ( t , 1 -97-94-1 1 92)

 ea  a s     
  1  e le tate lle e ( )
  -29 -294- 9 1,2 4
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WOMEN’S GOLF  (CONT.)
1  e la s  14  2  le a

   a  a  7   4  esa
( ) 7    a st a  719

 ( e ake  - 1 1 7   elle  9 -
 17   e le 9 -9 1   B e -
 e  94-94 1   a ks  -1 1 1 9
 al, e a e  92- 1 ) 

 2    askask a te 7
1    a  2

 askask a  9
4  l  lle e 4 4
( ll- e  - t  a ks  9   
 elle  91  ls , e ake  91
 e le 9   als, B e e  9
 e a e  99)

 2 1  
17    as t   (2  tea s) -

  ate a  at al     7- 72
1   s ( )  14- 9 2
  1   , e a  7 -7 1

 7  e ake ,  91- 179
2  a ks ,  9 - 1 2

 B e e ,  91-94 1
92  e le,  9 -9 1
9  elle ,  9-9 1 7

1    ll s lle e tat al
e ks l  se, a ks lle

9- 77
2  ll k  e s t  7

1  elle ,  -7 1
2   e a , ll 2- 1
     ( e  a  a )

 B e e ,  7- 17
    a ks ,  -9 17

 e ake ,  9- 17
 e le,  9-91 1

     a  at  

2011-12  /  NJCAA 9th
 te at al  a  14-17 ( a  72)

a t a Bea ,   1, 9  (72 les)

  Gabriel “Gabbi” Schuerman,
   e at  ( t  e esa )
 ( 1st - t e , - - - 2 2 )

  Hannah Gill, a te lle
 ( t  - t e , 2- - - 2)

  Taylor Koeller, a ssa  eeb
 ( 1st, 9 -94-9 -92 9)

  Lexie Shoemaker, t  e
 (  - t e , 92-92-9 -9 7 )

  Keeghan May, as lle
 (71st - t e , 9 -1 -9 -9 4)

 ea  a s     
  1  e la s  ( )              1,17
  2  e le tate ( ) 1,22
   este  e as   1,2
  9   - 1- 4 - 47 1, 9

 al a s   
  1   a a  be  ( )  7 -71- -7 2 2
  2   l  l  ( )     29    ( 2)
  4   Bet a  a  ( )  ( 12) 
    e    s
2 12    l 29-

ll  - e at   (  tea s)
1               7- 49 71
2   a    - 7

 l    9 -4 9 4
4  askask a   4 9-4 2 11

  e    1 -
ll- e   

  1  e a ,        - 1
  2  le s att ,  - 1

   e ake ,       91- 4 17
  4  lle  e , 
   ll,  9 -91 1

t e s
       elle ,  1 2- 19
       a ,  1 1-9 199 

 2 11 
  1     t t              2
   2  l  lle e             79
    askask a             42
   (1  ll, 7   2 e a ,   
    a , 4   4  e ake , 9   
    elle , 91   7  l e, 94)
  1    askask a te -           49
    b   st kes e   a
   (1  a , 4   t  ll, l e 
     e ake , )
        a a all lass
  4    ll k   all lass  
   (12 tea s)             41- 74
   ll- a e t
   (7  e a  79-77 1 ) 

 2 12 
     t t la - e , 

                                    - 4 7 7
1  al tate- ast Ba   22- 9 1
2  e s  ( st)        - 2
    1  B ,    7 -7 149

   1  e a               - 1 9
   24  ll                           7- 9 17
   29  a                          9 -9 1
   42  elle                    1 -9 19
   4  te                    1 -111 214
1     te - k  e           
                                     1- 2 7
 1  - a b ale      1- 7
   17    a          7- 4 7 1
   1   s  ( ) 72-74 14
     19  e a             2-7 1
      ll                         -91 17
      a                  9 -91 1 4
     9  e ake             91-94 1
     9  elle                  9 -1 19   
     ll k    lass   

  B
 st  te  ( ea sb   )
 l e t a l e ( eleb at , )

 
 a a  aas    a elle a a  

2010-11  /  NJCAA 5th
 te at al  ( a  72) 

a t a Bea ,   1,  (72 les)

  Jessica Pigati, s e s, 
    ( a lt  t este  )
 (19t , -7 - 9-7 2 )

  Gabriel “Gabbi” Schuerman,
   e at  ( t  e esa )
 (2 , 4- 4- 4- 1 )

  Taylor Landers, ale
 ( t  - t e , 94- - - 4 )

  Megan Gindling, ee sb , 
 (4 t , 7-91- -9 7)

  Keeghan May, as lle
 ( 2 , 9 -9 -9 - 9 7 )

 ea  a s     
  1  a t a t  29 - 2- 1-297 1,19
  2  e la s ( ) 1,21
   e a  ( ) 1,2
  4  e le tate ( ) 1,
    4 - 41- 9- 1 1,
1   a  92- 7 - 4 - 1,4 7

2 1    ( )
est a k t  a kl  t  
1    a           - 2 7

 2      4 - 4
 ll- e   
   1  all  e t ,     1 1
   2  se  elle a ,  
    a e s,  - 1 9
       l ,  7- 4 171
       e  Be a t,  

       at ,  7- 7 174
       s,  94- 4 17
       ase ,  -9 179 

 2 9 
  1     te
  1    a lle a -
  1    askask a te
  9       a a all lass
  1    ll k   all lass
       1 - ( 12) a  - le ( 27) e s
       ( a e s 7 -77   l  7 -79
        B  79-7   lka 77- 1)
1    - t  a es te
1    a t easte  te

 2 1  
     t t at la
1     al k  te
  2    e ee  te  

  B
 at e e B a  ( k e lle)
 le ala ( a e a 
    a lt  t   )

 
 a elle a a     a  l eta

2008-09  /  NJCAA 5th
e e  ( a  72) 

la ,   2  (1  les)
st t ee a s a e  t  a t a

  Amanda Buchanan, a s lle,
     t  
   1st- ea  ll- e a ( t -t e , 
   t  s e a  la     4 - 7 )

  Jordan Hatch,  Bel t (B la  )
ll- a e t (17t -t, 1 t  s e-

   a  la     9-41 )

  Rachel Keim, a te lle (2 t , )
  Mallorie Cummings, ale  ( 7)
  Athena Smolka, ete sb , 

 ( t e a e a e )  (92)
 ea  a s     

 1  e la s  ( )   297
 2  a t a tate ( ) 12
  e le  ( ) 1
 4  e a   ( ) 22
      2

2 9   ( )
lt   e e   l   (  tea s)

 1                4- 7 91
 2   a     7- 49 7
 ll- e   
   1  at ,         - 2 1
   2   a bs,     - 2 1
    lka,     - 2 17
   4   Be a t,     2- 9 171
    B a a ,      91- 177 
       e ,     92- 1
       s,     94- 7 1 1

 2 9 
  2    ll k    lass
       1 - le tea  e    - 1 4
  e al st - at  at e ee te
     ( ea  e  - e  a  9)
 14     al k  te

 al a s   
  1  ts k  ata a ( ) 74-7 -72-71 29

2 11      ale  
1      42- 4
2    a          44- 9 7

ll- e   
  1  le s att , 
  2  at ,  1- 9 17
   a e s,  9 - 1 171
      e a ,  - 171 
  ls
   l ,  91- 17
  7  a ,  9- 9 177 

 2 1  
  2    a lle a -         2

  1  as t  e s t         2
  (2t  e a  74   4t  l  1)

  1     te                      1
  l a  e  e
  (1  e a   at  7   
   a e s 79)

  1    askask a te -           29
   b  7  st kes e  st tea
  (1t  e a , at , a e s 2)

  7       a a all lass
  1    ll k   all lass  

  (1  tea s)             24- 19 4
  2  e    24- 22 4
  (  a e s -7 1    e -
   a  77-79 1 )

   
e a  7 7, a e s 79 7

at  2 4
 2 11 

    4    t t at la - e
    ( a e s - 2 1 2)

  1    al k  te   4- 7
         (t   tea  b   st kes)

   1       19- 2 9
         ( t  at   e a  171)
  1    Bas  at t e Bea  - a t a

     47- 2 (1  tea s e all)
    1  l a t e   -
    ( 4t  at , - 1 1 4)  

  B
a a  ase  ( la )
st  te  ( ea sb   )

a a  ll ( a te lle)
 

a  eal    a a  aas

2009-10  /  NJCAA 5th
 te at al  ( a  72) 

a t a Bea ,   1,  ( 4 les)

  Jessica Pigati, s e s, 
    ( a lt  t este  )
 (1 t  - t e , 7 -7 - 2 9   l st
 s e a  la   ll- e )

  Taylor Landers, ale
 (22 , 2- 2-7 242)

  Megan Gindling, ee sb , 
 (4 t  - t e , 92- 2- 4 2 )

  Mallorie Cummings, ale
 (47t  - t e , 9 - - 2 1)

  Sarah Fraser, la
 (7 t , 99-94-92 2 )

 ea  a s     
  1  a t a t  ( ) 29 -2 -291 9
  2  e a  ( ) 12- 9- 929
   e la s ( ) 2 - 1 - 12 947
  4  este  e as 2 - 2 - 14 9 7
    4 - 2 - 2 1

 al a s   
  1  ts k  ata a ( ) 7 - 4-74 211
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  B
all  ate ( et l s

    assa  t  )
kk  ala ( ea sb   )

2007-08  /  NJCAA 7th
 te at al  ( a  72) 

a t a Bea ,   1,  ( 4 les)

  Sarah Gereaux, t
 ll- a e t (17t -t, 24 )

  Angela Dehning, a el est
 (2 t , 2 )

  Amanda Buchanan, a s lle,
     t   (4 t , 27 )

  Rachel Keim, a te lle (29 )
  Mallory Choate, et l s ( 1 )

 a s     
 1  e la s  ( )               94
 2  a t a Bea  ( )
 7              1- 4- 4 1,

2 7  
el   e a l l  se (4)

1               47- 4 9
2   a    - 4 724

ll- e   
  1  e ,           1 7

   2  e e e ,  1
   e ea ,       17

   4  es a est all,  17
   B a a ,  1 2 

  B
e ee te sk  ( B s)

 2  
    a  alle  7 - 72

  st a  alle  1st at 2  ( )
( e ea   te sk  177  e  1
 B a a  1  ate 2 1)

12     te 4 -
   st  1st at 4  (12 tea s)
 ( 9  e  1 9  e ea  1
  B a a  1 1  e  1 4  te sk
  1  ate 194)

 2     te    71
   1st at 2  (  tea s)
 (1  e  1 4  e ea  1  B -
  a a  174  te sk  1 4  e  1 )

 1    a  te 9
   a  2  at 9  (  tea s)
 (1  e  77  4  e ea  
   e  7  B a a  9
  ate 9  te sk  94)

2006-07  /  NJCAA 5th
 te at al  ( a  72) 

a t a Bea ,   1, 4

  Angela Dehning, a el est
 (2 , 29)

  Megan Hood, lte lle (27t , 2)
  Sarah Gereaux, t (2 t , 4)
  Brittany Cheek, B a l,  ( )
  Liz Nielsen, e  ( 2)

a  a  l eta
2005-06  /  NJCAA 5th

al a  la tat  l  se ( a  72) 
a t a Bea ,   1,

  Megan Hood, lte lle
 - ea  ll- e a (12t , 2 )

  Meredith Mosel, e t  (24t , )

  Brittany Cheek, B a l,  (2 t , 7)

  Jessica Smith, a sea ( )

  Janelle Kuhn, ka lle ( 7)

 a     a t a Bea  ( )
      24- 2 - 2 - 19 1,2 9
 2  le      29- 2 - 2 - 1 1,29
       4- 27- 27- 29 1, 17

2   
el   e a l  (4 tea s)

1               42- 4 2
2   a   7- 92

 ll- e  
   1   e k s,      7 -79 1  
   2  ,      2- 1 2
    sel,  1- 4 1
    t ,  9 - 9 179
       eek,  92- 7 179
    ,  9-92 1 1 

  B
 l abet  else  ( e )

 2  
    - tate  ( ) te   
   1    a a l s 1  (11 tea s)
  (9t  sel 1  11t  eek 2   1 t
    4   27t  t  9   t  
   91   4 t  else  9 )
    t  se s ( ) te   4
   1  a  alle  tate   9  ( )
  ( t  sel 79  t   2   2  eek

  92   24t  else  9   29t   9
   2t  t  9 )
1    ll  esle a     21- 21- 42
   1  e a   ( )   1 (24 tea s)

 (2 t   1-7 1   29t  sel
  7 - 1   2t   - 1  
  eek -7 1   7t  t  4-
  91 17 )

1    t e  a a lass  2
  1  e a   ( )  1   (14 tea s)
 (1     9  eek   1t
    sel 92   1  t  9  
  7  else  1 9)

 2  
12     al k    4- 41 9

  1  B a le         1- 1 14  (1 )
 (2 t  sel -7 1 1   t  
  - 9 174   t  eek -9 17  
  74   1 - 1   77  else
  99-9 192   79  t  99-9 197)

a   
2004-05  /  NJCAA 4th

 te at al l  l b a s
se (72) • a t a Bea ,   1, 1

  Surita Risseeuw, et a,  a
2 - ea  ll- e a ( t , 12) b

 s e a  la     77-74- - 1 12
  Ashley Hemann, la

  ll- e a • ll- a e t
 (1 t , 91- 1- 1- )

  Danielle Kaufman, as lle
 (2 t  - t e , 1- 4- 7- )

  Nicole Adams, all  
 (2 t  - t e , 7-7 - - )

  Casey Biddinger, a a ette, 
    t e   

( t , 9 - - - 2 49)

 a     a t a Bea  ( )
    - 1 - - 2 1,249

  2  e a  2 - 2 - 12- 22 1,2 2
   e la s   19- 27- 9- 4 1,2 9
  4       - 1 - - 2 1, 1

 al a s   
  1  a la la ( ) 9-7 -71-72 2 7   (-1) 
    e

2 4  
est a k t  a kl  t   ( )
1            24- 21 4
     B ke e  e  b  17 s ts
2    a    49- 42 91   

ll- e   
1  ssee ,  77- 1 7
2  a a ,  -79 1 9

 B a  ls ,   1
 4  B e ,  2- 4 1
  sel,  - 2 1 7
      e a ,  - 1

  B
 e e t  sel ( e t   a b ale)

t e  t  (Be t )

 2 4 
  1    all lass    41  (  tea s)
12    Ball tate  21- 4 1 (17)

 1  este  a  e s t  1
 1  te a e k  ( )
 ( a a  7 - 1 1  ssee  7 -
 1  e a  - 7 17  B -
 e  - 7 17  sel 9-92 1 1)

 7    ll  esle a    19- 17
e  s l e  t  - le t tal
e a   1st at 1  (2  tea s)

(  ssee  7 -7 149, 4 st kes
 be  1  a a  ates  e a
 a a  7 - 4 1 2 a  B e
 - 2 1 2   a s - 171  e- 
 a  91- 1 172, sel 91- 1 172)

    ea  a le l  lass
at t e  a a   24- 9

t e  e t k   1st at 2  (14)
(1  ssee  74-71 14 , 1- e  

      - le al tea  e
 B e  79- 1 7   sel - 7
 17   e a  7- 9 17   a a
 -   a s 1  as al)

 2  
    a  ( ) tate lass  

   (9 tea s)    - 9
1  a  tate    1 - 1 49

s kk  a e 1st at 1  
(  t e , ssee  7 - 1  11  
 e a  2-9 172  14  a a
 -9 17  a s 9 -9 1 )

11     al k     - 7
 1    1 - 1 2     (14 tea s)
 (21  ssee  - 2 1  a a
 -9 17   e a  -9 17
 a s 9 - 1 4  B e  9 -9
 1 9  sel 99-1 2 2)

 1    e ee   19- 1 2
ea  e s  1   - le t tals

2  ll a  s ( ) 2 (7 tea s) 
(1  e a  -7 1 , e  s
 a e  le   la  2  t e , a -
 a  -7 1   ssee  -7
1   B e  7 - 4 1 2   a s
 1- 4 1   sel - 172)

 1     te   42- 4 2
2     - 1 7 1      (  tea s) 
(1  ssee  4- 1 7, e  l s a
 s   a a  2- le la
 7  a s 9- 172    B e
 9- 4 17   9  e a  -9 17
 1  sel 97- 1 )

2003-04  /  NJCAA 5th
al a  la tat   ( a  72) 

 Bea ,   1, 17

  Danielle Kaufman, as lle
 - ea  ll- e a 
 (12t  - t e , 4-79- 4- 1 2 )
 e  la e  e e  t  le- - e
       als (1 t  le, 1 1 s )
     et e  ake l  se e
     t    l  tees ( ,922 s )

  Mia van Rooyen, t  a
 - ea  ll- e a 
 (14t , -79- - 29)

  Ashley Hemann, la
 (19t , - - - )

  Carrie Paul, l a 
 (21st, 7- -7 - 4 )

  Casey Biddinger, a a ette,  
 (24t , - 7- - 4 )

 a     a t a Bea  ( )
      24- 2 - 2 - 19 1,2 9
 2  le         29- 2 - 2 - 1 1,29
  e la s    24- 29- 1- 1 1, 2
 4  e a   24- - - 1 1, 7 
       4- 27- 27- 29 1, 17

2   
est a k t  a kl  t   ( )
1               9- 44
2   a    47- 72 719

 l    41 -4 9 22
ll- e   

  1  a a ,        1- 2 1
  2  a  e ,    7- 1 1
   a l,    7- 4 171
      B e ,     -97 1
      e a ,    -99 1 4 

  B
le a s ( all )

el a B les ( ale )
t e  t  (Be t )

ess a es ( est a k t)
eat e  est ( as lle)
l a t s ( k e lle)
all  ettle ( a s lle,   e t ) 

 2  
 14    Ball tate 1- 2 9

    este  a  1st at  (17)
  (1 t  a a  -7 1  4 t  a l 
   -79 1 4   t  a  e  2- 4
   1   77t  B e  4-9 174)
   4t  e a  9 -9 1

    este  ll s lass   47
  st  1st at 24  (9 tea s)
  (12t  a l  1 t  a a    2 t
  B e   e a    7t  a
  e  92   47  ettle 9 )

 9    ll  esle a  2 - 1
  at  l  l b  al

ea  e s  1   - le t tals  
  1  e a   ( )   1- 9
   l    22 - ea  tea s
  1   e  (   a a l s)

       7 -74 144 b ke all lass  e -
        set b  s B e s  2   
   (19  e a  1-7 1  B e
    -79 1 9   a a  7 - 2 1
    a l 1- 1 1   a  e  1-
    1 4   est 7- 2 1 9)
 12    a e k lass  ( )  
      (1  tea s)               1- 7 4
   1  a ks lle t      -
  ( 2t  e a  74-94 1   t  a l
  91-79 17   9t  a  e  9 -
  1   4  a a  91-9 1   7
  est 9 -9 19 )
     (7 tea s)  4 - 9 7
  1  e t al ka sas   2 - 21 4   
  ( a l 79- 4 1  e a  9-
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Class of 2016
  Alexis Hammerton

B a le  e s t
Class of 2015

  Madison Burgett
aste  ll s e s t

  Ali Christian
e s t   t  e as

  Kaylyn Fuhrhop
e ee e s t

  Ashley Sexton
e ee e s t

Class of 2013
  Lexie Shoemaker

e ee e s t
  Taylor Koeller

e  e s t -Belle lle
Class of 2012

  Hannah Gill
l b a ( ) lle e

  Keeghan May
e  e s t -Belle lle

  Gabbi Schuerman
ll k  e s t

Class of 2011
  Sarah Fraser

e  e s t - t  s
  Taylor Landers

e ee e s t
  Jessica Pigati

e ee e s t
Class of 2010

  Mallorie Cummings
e s t   ll s- el

Class of 2009
  Jordan Hatch

t  e  ( ) e s t
  Amanda Buchanan

e s t   t e  a a
  Rachel Keim

e t al et st e s t  ( )

Class of 2008
  Angela Dehning

e s t   t e  a a
  Sarah Gereaux

t e  ll s - a s lle
  Renee Ryterski

e ee e s t
Class of 2007

  Megan Hood
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Jessica Smith
a a tate e s t

  Brittany Cheek
e ee lle e

Class of 2006
  Meredith Mosel

e e s  tate e s t  ( )
  Janelle Kuhn

ll s lle e
Class of 2005

  Casey Biddinger
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Ashley Hemann
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Danielle Kaufman
- a s lle    - a b ale

  Surita Risseeuw
ll s lle e ( )

Class of 2004
  Carrie Paul 

aste  ll s e s t
Class of 2003

  Jamie Emery
e  e s t  ( )

  Kerri Wrobel
e  e s t  ( )

  Jessica Grimes
ss  Ba t st lle e

Class of 2001
  Elizabeth Kasey

ka sas e  e s t
  Bobbie Jo Bivens

ka sas e  e s t
  Megan Mosel

ka sas e  e s t

WOMEN’S GOLF
At 4-Year Level

 1 9   a  e  -91 177  a -
 a  94- 4 17  a s 94- 192)

 2 4 
 1    e ee te

 (1  a a , 2  B e )
  les- - e   B e   17t  le
   at t  ,  sla s, a  1 ,
   al  t  la  a t e s elsea
   Ba  ( ll s tate) a  ke  
   a t  ( ), b t   14t
   le    e e  be e a l s e )

2002-03  /  
 te at al ( a  72) 

a t a Bea , 

  Carrie Paul, l a  (17t , 7)
 ll- a e t      7- - - 1 7

  Kerri Wrobel, a sa ,  
 ( t , 97-9 - -91 1)

  Jamie Emery, t  s, 
   a a ette  ( 7t , 94-9 -9 -9 7)

 a s     
 1   Bea     4- 19- 1 - 14 1,2
 2  e a   1- 14- 2 - 1 1,2 1

2 2  
est a k t  a kl  t   ( )
1    a
2   

  B
ess a es ( est a k t)
eat e  est ( as lle)
l a t s ( k e lle)

B tta  e e  ( e )

2001-02  /  NJCAA 10th
a ee ( ) t  l b ( a  71)

  Roberta Sentel, Be t  
 (24t , - 1-92- 7 4 )

  Kerri Wrobel, a sa , 
 ( 1st - t e , -92- 7-91 )

  Jamie Emery, t  s, 
 a a ette  (4 t , - 7-99- 9 )

  Jennifer Gustafson, k s ,  
 (47t , -9 -1 2-9 7 )

 a     e a   ( )
      1 - - 29- 2 1,2 7
 2  a t a B  27- 27- - 1, 2
1       4 - - - 7 1,4

2 1  
est a k t  a kl  t   ( )
1    a           4 - 4 91
2       - 71 721

 ll- e  
   1  le bse ,    4- 1 1
   2  a e  le ,      2- 1
    e tel,          1-9 174
   4  l a s,          91- 177
    a el s,  9 -9 1
   7  bel,  9-9 1 2
    s ,      9 -9 1
   9  e ,  9 -9 191
 1  sta se ,     9 -1 1 194

  B
 sa  s  ( e tte,  
   a kakee alle  ) 
  a el s ( sa, )

2000-01  /  NJCAA 7th
a ee t  l b ( a  71) 
a ee,   1,42

  Roberta Sentel, Be t  
 (22 , -9 -91- 4 4 )

  Elizabeth Kasey, a a a t
 Bea ,   ( t , 9 - 9- - 7 )

  Stephanie Eller, e e a te, 
( 2  - t e , 92- - -92 )

  Bobbie Jo Bivens, ete sb
   ta  ( t , 9 -92- -91 1)

  Candice Vogt, ale  
 (99-9 -99-97 9 )

  Megan Mosel, a b ale 
 (1 -1 -9 -9 99)

 a     la   ( )
    2 - 1 - 1 - 1 1,2 4

 2  e a   1 - 24- 27- 21 1,2
 7       - 9- 2- 4 1,42

2   
el     e a l l  se ( )

1                4 - 44 7
2    a     4 - 4

ll- e   
  1  B e s,      - 4 1 4

    ase ,  4- 172

    t,  9-9 179
 14  lle ,                9 -1 2 192
       e tel,             - 2
 la  as als  
 1  sel,  9-97 1
 12  s ,  9 -91 1 9
 1  esle ,          9 -1 1 194

 l    ll  t e s al 
e   s  (ea  tea  a  a 
la e  s al e    e tel st a   
s te etat   le a  a a  

la e   s  e t s e a  
a te  se  ),  as all e  
t  t e tel s s e  a   

  B
 sa  s  ( e tte,   ) 
 l e esle  ( est a k t)

 2  
 1    t e  a a   41
   B es a ( ) 2  at 47  (  tea s)
  (  t e , e tel   t e , B e s 4

  t e , t  ase  7  s  92)
 2    ll s esle a   2 - 22 42

  1  es ( )           14- 2 4
 (1  B e s 7 -72 14 , - le tea
  e   1  e tel 2-79 1 1   2 t
  t - 1   2t  ase  2-
  1 7   7 t  s  17 )  (21 tea s)

      a s lle a  es 
te at a le alle   4   (9 tea s)

  1  e essee e    24
 (B e s , ase  , t 9,
  e tel 91, lle  9 , s  9 )

 2    B es a ( ) te            
  a s l a a ( ) e s t  
  t    s e a  la
 ( e tel 4, B e s , ase  9 ,
  t 9 , lle  9 )

 2 1 
 2    b  le te - a t a
  Bea   te at al ( )    

  1  t  ( ) e s t     42
  ( ase  , B e s  e tel ,
   sel 9 , lle  94)

    b  le  ( )         9
  1  t  ( ) e s t     42
  2  a s l a a ( )              

   (B e s  ase  , e tel 7,
    t  s  1 2)
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    a  e  te (11 tea s)
  a ks ,   - 42 7
 1   tate ( )  14- 2 1
 ( e tel 7 -91 1 9  B e s - 4
  17  ase  7- 4 171  lle  - 9
  174  s  1 7- 192)

14    al k  te   7 - 7
 1   e s t   2 - 1
 (B e s 7-92 179   e tel 9-9
  179   ase  9 - 7 1  lle  1 1-
  97 19  sel 1 -9 2 1  s
  1 4-1 2 9)  

1999-2000  /  NJCAA 6th
a ee t  l b ( a  71) 

a  1 -19  a ee,   1,4 2

  Elizabeth Kasey, a a a t
 Bea ,      2 - ea  ll- e a 
 (9t , - 1- 9- )

  Bobbie Jo Bivens, ete sb  
 ta  ( t -t, 92-94- -91 )

  Candice Vogt, ale  
 ( t  - t e , 9 -92- -92 )

  Megan Mosel, a b ale 
 ( 2 , 11 -1 -9 -92 4 )

  Nonie Ehlke, la  
 ( t , 1 4-1 2-1 2-1 411)

 a     la   ( )
    - 1 - 7- 1,2 1

 2  e a   1- 41- 9- 22 1,
       79- 7- 1- 1,4 2
 1  a  a a  ( )  -7 -7 -7 7
 2   t  ( )  -7 -7 -74
   e a e  ( )  -77-7 -7 1

1999  
el     e a l l  se ( )

 1                2- 1 7
 2    a     4 - 711
 ll- e   
   1  B e s,        91-79 17
   2   a lk ll,    - 7 172
    ta k eat e ,    - 17
   4  ase ,    - 9 174
    lke,    9-9 179
    t,    7-9 1
       lle ,    94-99 19
       sel,             1 2-94 19
       esle ,          1 7-11 217 

  B
 te a e lle  ( e e a te,   t )

l e esle  ( est a k t)

 1999 
 2    t e  a a te    

( t e   a e 1 )



a  a  k s
  2015-16  /  

 ke a  lle  ( e t al a)
 lee bs ( a el )
 l  lb et  (Be t )

 a e  ( t  e )
 at e t e  ( a el )
 s le  est ( ell)

  2014-15  /  
 e la -seas     4-2
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 e s   e  askask a, 9-
 2   e s  la k e  , -
      (  e s  les, e e
       a  ls   bles, ls- all) 

 e  e s ( t  e )
 l  lb et  (Be t )
 a e t a t ( tt t  

       Be t  s l ate  )
 el  e e  ( est t   B )
 a sa ls ( t  e )
 at e all ( t  e )

 
   e  ee lle, -4   e  , -1
   e  tb e, 9-   l st t  , 7-2)

 
    at ll k   e  (  tea s)

  2013-14  /  

 2     ll  k ( e
                 t  e   )

 4     l ssa B e ( t  e )
 a e t a t ( tt t  

     Be t  s l ate  )
 el  e e  ( est t   B )
 ess a e s a  ( e )
 a sa ls ( t  e )
 at e all ( t  e )

  2012-13  /  

 1     l ssa ll a s (Be t ) 
 2     ll  k ( e

                 t  e   )
      ll  ee  ( t  e )
 4     l ssa B e ( t  e )
bles     1 ll a s- k

  2011-12  /  
all e la -seas     2-  

 1     elsea ss 
            (Belle e  )

 2     l e kel ( t  e )
      elsea latt (Be t )
 4     l ssa ll a s (Be t ) 
      ll s  ee  ( t  e )
      ael  e 

            (Belle e )
bles     1 ss- kel    2

  latt- ll a s     ee - e

 
  ll k  e s t   l e e
      e  ll k  e s t , 4-2
      e  a e s t , 4-1
     t  a s e s t  e  , -
  askask a e  , -1
  e  -Belle lle e  , -4

  2010-11  /   

 -    
        42 
  ( e  t   at  a  2  tea s)

e la  a e  ll- e a  
  Bet a  s,   7  
NJCAA DIVISION I
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

s ,     a  -11, 2 11

 1  ss l st t  ll a  ase  ( a , 
      ), -4, 1- , -   s lat ,
      l st t  st  eB  ( ske a ,
      ), -
 2  kel e  ll a  B e  ( l ), 
      -1, -1   l st t  B a a a,  7
      see  ( b a a  Bal , ), 
      -2, -
  s l st t  a a a al es
      ( e a  t , ), -1, -
      s lat , l st t  al  a el-
      a  ( l ta  st t te, ), -1
 4  s l st t  be  a s, 
      7 see  ( ll  t , ), - , -1

     s lat , e  s le  l e
     ( ake t ), - , l st  a te -
     als t  all  e es bat
     ( l ), -4

 latt l st t  e a a st a las
     ( ll  ), - , -   s lat ,
     l st t  l a a e a ( le ale,
     ), -

 Bake  e  ess a s ( la ,
     ), 7-  ( ), -   l st t  atal e
     ,   see  ( aste
     a), -2, -

B
1  ss- kel l st t  B tta  a s-
     a es ( ta a ba, ), -1,
     -2   s lat  a te als,
     l st t  at  - t a B a
     ( a t , ), -
2  s-Bake  l st t  a el a -
     l ssa a k s ( l ta  st t te),
     - , -   s lat , l st t  la a
     Be e sk - e a  a e k
     ( ake t ), -4

 s- latt l st t   Bet ea-
     a el B kle  ( s, ), -2,
     -1   s lat , e  a e a-
     a  e  ( le ale), - , e
     be  bel- atel  e
     ( e t al laba a), -2, l st 
     se als t  a a ls - l a
     le- as ( a), -4 
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e     l 1
 

  1   e  e s  la k, -4
 

1   elsea ss (   Belle e

           t  e  s  )
     e  a a ea , -4, -
2   l e kel (   t  e )
      l st t  at e a es, -1, -2

  Bet a  s (   Be t )
e  a  e e ke , -7, -4, 11-9

4   t e  s (   est
a k t), l st e t   e a lt

  elsea latt (   Be t )
      e  e a a s , -2, -2

  ess a Bake  (   Be t ) 
      e  B ke Beets, -1, -

B  
1  ea - a es ( ) e
      ss- kel
2  e e ke - a  ( ) e
      s-Bake , -

 s- latt ( ) e  
      a s -Beets, 9-7 

 
  e s  la k e  
   e  e s  la k, -1

  2009-10  /  
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

 
 1   e s  la k e  , 7-2
       e s    
         ate s - , 2- , 1 -7
         s 7-  ( ), -4

 
  ll k   t  l e e   
    s e  2-1
  4  lle e  a e bles e  
  2  ee lle tat al
  e s  la k e  , -1
  ee lle e  , 7-2

 ess a Bake  (Be t )
 e  e  ( a )
 a la a  (Ba ll  a el  )

 t e  s (Be t )
 Bet a  s (Be t )
 se  ate s ( al t ll  ale )

  2008-09  /  
 

  ll k   t  l e e   
  e eate  ll k  e s t , -1
  e  a e s t , -
  l st t   e t al lle e, -1

 1    s le  l e  ( a es lle,  
             t  se  )

 2    els e as  ( ale )
     b a l Bla  ( ale )
 4    le a a ls  ( t  e ) 
     a  ee e  ( t  e )
     a a B se (Be t )

           e  e  ( a )
    a la a  (Ba ll  a el  )

a  a e et e
  2007-08  /  

 -   
  e  lles e,       

e la -seas     -   al at es 

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
e   a lle e ( lsa )  

t be  7, 2 7
 

 1   e s  la k e eate  , -4

 
 1   ta  bs (  a el ) l st
       t  a la b t t, -2, -2
 2   ess a a  (   a el ) l st
       t  e a  aake, -2, 7-

  els e as  (   ale )
      l st t   a se , -2, -2
4   le  ls  (   t  e )
      e  ab t a a a, -1, -4

   a a B se (   Be t ) e
       B a  asell , -1, -

  e  lles e (   t  e )
      e  e a  sall, -4, -

B  
 1   B se- a  ee e  ( t  e )
       ( ) l st t  b t t- asell , -4

2   a - lles e ( ) l st t
      aake- a se , -

  bs- as  ( ) e
       a a- sall, -1

 
s le  l e  ( se lle,    se )

  2006-07  /  
 -   

  a a Beasle ,   7  
  t e  tt ell,    

 
1   a a Beasle  ( ale )
2   esa a Be ke  ( ale )

 tt e  tt ell ( e a  l a )
4   ess a a  ( a el )

 e  lles e ( t  e )
 a  Bake  (Be t )

U.S.T.A. REGION TOURNAMENT
ta, 

 
 Be ke  ( ) a   tt ell ( )
  b t  ea e  al 1   - la e
  les b a ket

B  
 Beasle -Be ke  ( ) l st at ,
  t e  la e  s lat  b a ket
  t tle e eat  e s  la k a
  t  tea s  Ba t   ( )

  2005-06  /  21st
 -     

        71 
  (  2 e s e s   t )

st s e  a e  ll- e a  
  sa a ke ,     4  

a e  ll- e a  
  a e  lles e,     72  

e la -seas     4-   al at es
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

e     at a , t be  , 2
 

1      e eate
      e s  la k  -4

 
1   sa a ke  (   e t al a) e
      ell  Be e a  1- , -4, 1 -
2   esa a Be ke  (   ale ) e
      at  k t , -7, -1, 1 -2

  a a Beasle  (   ale )
      e  a eke , 7- , -4
4   a e  lles e (   t  e )

       l st t  atel  ea , -1, -
   a  els  (   ss lle)
       e  a e a a , 7- , -1
   sa  atee  (   t  e )
       l st t  e a  tte  -4, -4

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Season Results / Rosters
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      l st t  l e s -4, -   se s,
      beat  es ( ) - , -1, 
2   te a e a s (   t  e )

l st t  a a e  ( ), -4, -2
  a  (   a ) l st

      t  at a  ( ), -1, 7-
4   Be k  Bla  (   ale ) l st
      t  sa a  ( ), 7- , -

  ea a te  (   e t al a)
e  ta  ass e  ( ), - , -2

  esl e a s  (   t  e )
      e  ss  e t  ( ), - , 7-

e s     9-1, a te  9-1,
       a s   9-1, a s -2, Bla  7- ,

  s 7-4
B  

1   a sa -  ble  ( )  t tle
      a te  e  - la e s-
      a s ( ) -   se s
2   -Bla  ( ) e  ea e -
        ( ), -4

   a te - a s  ( ) l st t
       e - e t  ( )
 e s    -Bla  9-1 (a e e  
  l e setba k  e  als)  a te -

 a s  9-1, s- a s -   

NJCAA D-II National Championships
lle e tat ,     a  -9, 2 2

   (22 tea s)
1   e le ( )  lle e 1

   11             1
   1   el  lle e 

1   s ( )  b  e a lt
      t e  t e  e t  a  
2   a s ( ) a  t  b e  l st
      -1, -1    -2    -4 s
       ble  ( )    -2 s
       a et  ( e ) 
      s lat  als

   ( ) b e   l st - , -2
      b e    9-7 s  e  ( )
      l st  s lat  se als -2
4   Bla   ( ) l st -2, -  l st 9-7

  a te  ( ) l st -1, -1  l st -
  a s  ( ) l st -2, -  l st -4
B

1   s- a s ( )  7- , -
      l st  a te als -2, -
2   -Bla  ( )  -1, -4

       l st  a te als 7- , -
  a te - a s  ( ) l st -2, -2

       b  e t   l st -

  2000-01  /  
e la -seas  e     7-4
ea  atta e   2   a k

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
el     t be  2

 
     

 1   e e  te s (   ale )
 2   ea t e la  (   t  a el)

  a le  s (   a sb )
        e   a

4   a   (   a )
  ta e e ba  (   a e a)

   ell  a s (   ale )
B

 1   te s- t e la  ( )
 2   s-  ( )
   e e ba - a s ( )

 e     els  -
B  

 1   a ke - els  ( ) l st t  Be e -
      a - k t , 1- , -4, 1 -
2   Be ke -Beasle  ( ) l st t
      ke - ea  -2, - , 1 -

  lles e- t e  tt ell (  
      e a) e  a a - tte  -1, 4- ,
      1 -2

e     lles e- tt ell l sses
 e e t  - ea  es e ee
 a  be la  ( )   

NJCAA D-II National Championships
s ,     a  7-1 , 2

  ( 2 tea s)
1   B a  t  ( ) 
2   llsb  ( ) 

   21     

  Beasle  e  t e  a s
      ( e a , )  s lat

se s, -4  l st t  a e ltle
      ( tts ale, )   als, -1
4   lles e l st  s lat  se s
      t  s le  a bell ( e t al
      l a), -

  atee  l st  s lat  se s
      t  a  bbs ( b a a  Bal
       lle e, ), -

  2004-05  /  Xth
 -     

        1 
  (  1 e s e s   at )

st s e  a e  ll- e a  
  sa a ke ,     4  

a e  ll- e a  
  a a  ,     74 
  a a  Bla ,     7  

e la -seas     -4  al at es
ea   19   at al -  a k

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
e     t be  2 4
 

1   
 

1   a a   (   Be t )
      l st  als
2    as (   ale )
      l st  als   

  sa a ke  (   e t al a)
      l st  als

  a e  lles e (   t  e )
  e  t  (   e t al a) 

       e  a s
a a  Bla  (   ale )
a a a lt  (   t  e )
e a ett  (   elb , )
a  els  (   ss lle)
e     t  -1
B  
  a ke - t  ( ) l st  als

a ke - t  ea e   e al se s
 a ate  at - ea  la e

   e ee e s t   

  2003-04  /  25th (tied)  
e la -seas  e     -2

  (b t  l sses t  ake a  lle e)
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

e     t be  1 , 2

 
 1   ake a  lle e 1
 2               7
   l e  e t al lle e   
 4   e s a  la k lle e   4

 1   a a   (   Be t ) e
       bb  a  ( ) 1 -2,  la e

2   a ssa alla  (   t  e ),
      4t  la e

  a a a lt   (   t  e )
      l st t  la e B e  ( ) -2,
      -2  als
4   te a e e s (   ale )
      e  ell   ( ) 7-  (7- )
      -   als

   as (   ale ) l st
       t  a a e e s  ( )  als
   t e  a e (   Be t )
       l st t  B a  B ett ( ) - ,
       -   als

B
 1   - a lt  ( ) e  s le  
       Bel e - a  B l e  ( ) 
       1 -    la e
 2   alla - e s ( ) e  -
       a a t e s ( ) 1 -
         la e
   a a  Bla  ( ale )- as ( )

      l st t   s le  Ba ste -Bets
      e s  ( ) - , -   als

NJCAA D-II National Championships
lle e tat ,     a  1-7, 2 4

 
  1   e le lle e ( )           4
  2   ll  t  ( )               
2   (t)       1

  2002-03  /  16th
e la -seas  e     -

l  e at  all all l se  t a  7-2
  ( e s a  la k, -4 a  7-2)
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

e     t be  11-12, 2 2
 

 1             2
 2   e s a  la k lle e 17
   el  lle e   
 4   l e  e t al lle e   
   ake a  lle e                  

 
 1   el sa sa  ( ) e eate   
         e e a l e s ( ) -4, 1st

     te a e a s (   t  e )
e  a B ks ( ) - , 

2   s le  Bel e  (   l e ) l st
      t   ble  ( ) -4, -

   a ssa alla  (   t  e )
      e  ell   ( ) -4, 7-

 4   te a e e s (   ale )
       e  ta  ass e  ( ) - , -2

  ea a te  (   e t al a)
      e   a se ( ), -1, -

  esl e a s  (   t  e )
e  e esa ees ( ) -1, -

e s    alla  1 - , e s 1 - ,
  a te  1 - , a s  9-1, Bel e  7- ,
  a s -  

B  
1   a s-Bel e  ( ) l st t
      a sa - ble  ( ) -4

 2   alla - e s ( ) e
       B ba k- bs sk  ( ) -

  a te - a s  ( ) e
      ass e -  e a ( ) -4

 e s  alla - e s 1 - , a te -
  a s  1 - , a s-Bel e  -2   

NJCAA D-II National Championships
lle e tat ,     a  4-9, 2

 
1   e le ( ) lle e 
2   alla e tate  ( ) 9

   1      11
   17   e s a  la k lle e   9

     tal be   tea s    22 

1   a s ( ) l st - , -1  l st -2
2   Bel e  ( ) b e  l st - , -1

           t    see   eeke  ( al-
           la e t  ), e  a t  s  
           ( e le tate ), -1   e

       e k ( a k alle ), -
           l st t  e  l a  ( -
           a s ) -1  s lat
           als

  alla  ( )  -1, 7-  l st 
      - , -
4   e s ( ) l st - , -  
      -2  l st -4

  ea a te  a  ( ) l st
      - , -  t    see  l a s

           ( alla e tate )   -  s
           a a B la  ( - a s, )
            -  s  e a  ( e -
           le tate )   -  s   
            see  a  Be  ( ll   
            )  s lat  als

  a s  ( ) l st 4- , 7- , -1
       -2   -2  l st -4

B
1   a s-Bel e  ( ) l st -1, -1
      l st -
2   alla - e s ( ) l st -2, -1
       -  l st 9-  ( - )

  a - a s  ( )  -1,
      -4 s   e eese-  e

           ( - a s )   -1, -1
           s  B a  a  at e- te a e
           e e  l st - , -  t   1
           l se a es- a e e
            ( e le )  a s
           a te als
           st t e  e  a   t  
           at es  a  a , s  t as
           e  e t ,  te  et e
1  e le ( ),  ts , t  les

a s s at s  2- , e -
at  1   st at s  1-2 a  se  at

  bles     1  , 11 ts  

  2001-02  /  11th
e la -seas  e     7-2

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
el     a , t be  12, 2 1

 
 1   el  lle e 22
 2      21
   e s a  la k lle e 1
 4   t este  ll s lle e  1
   l e  e t al lle e   

 
 1   e e a l e s ( ) e eate
       el sa a sa  ( )   a le
       s (    a sb ) 2-1, 

WOMEN’S TENNIS  (CONT.)
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a   
  2001-02  /   

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
 

     

   t  la t  (   a sb )
       l st  als
 t e  la e s    
 et  tts (   l a )
  a te  (    a el )
 at  a e  (   a el )
 st  e ke (   ale )
 att e  a  (   t  e )

B
   tts- a te  ( ) l st  als

  2000-01  /   
 la e s    
 a es et e (   a b ale)
 ael ell  (   ale )
 a  e a e  (   la )
  Bla  (   ale )
 et  tts (   l a ) 

  1999-2000  /  
e la -seas  e     4-4

  s  e   e ts
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

 
 4     

 a es et e (   a b ale)
 ael ell  (   ale )
 ll  bb (   ale )
 as  B k e e  (   a )
 a es Bla  (   ale )
 a  e a e  ( la )

  1998-99  /  

 as  B k e e  ( a )
 e ek e a et ( a el )
 a l a sa e  ( ale )
 B e a es ( e t al a)
 se  ab  (Be t )  

  1997-98  /  
e la -seas  e     less
ea      e ek e a et a

  st s at  2 s les  
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

 
     

 1   a  es (   t  e )
 2   e ek  e a et (   a el )
 t e  la e s  
 a l a sa e  (   ale )
 at  a s (   ale )
 B e a es  (   e t al a)
 a  l e  (   a el )
  all  (   Be t )

a   C
  1996-97  /  
e la -seas  e     

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
 

     

  latt (Be t )
 te e  l a  (Be t )
 a  es ( t  e )
 st  lle  ( a el )
  l e  ( a el )
 as ell  ( ale )
 e a a k  ( e  B a els, )

  1995-96  /  

 as ell  (   ale )
  latt (   Be t )
  l e  (   t  e )
 te e l a  (    Be t )
 ta le  b e t (   e t al a)
 esse a e  (   k e lle)

a   
  1982-83  /  
eat e s t let  e e e

  ( ) a  ( e eate )
e la -seas  e    14-

  sses t  B  a  ake a  (2)  
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
Belle lle    a  -7, 19

 
 1   Belle lle ea lle e 
 2   ake a  lle e 2
      19
 tal be   tea s    12

 
 1   st  s (   st e )

       e, l st  se als
2   a e k s (    t  e )
       e, l st  se s t  a

  e l B  (   a b ale)
      l st e e   e  a  ale

MEN’S TENNIS
Season Results / Rosters
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s   est e  
  at lle e  a e t  a a e t
    le  all lle e at al
  a s s  e s, 
 s     a k ,
   te s a ke   
  a  lea  le   s al 

  1999-2000  /  
e la -seas  e      2-  

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
el     t be  1999

 
     

 1   ea t e la  ( t  a el)
2   e e  te s ( ale )

  l  att e  ( ale )
4   ela te  ( a b ale)

  ta e e ba  ( a e a)
  ell  a s  ( ale )
e     te s 7-1
B

1   te s- t e la
e     te s- t e la  -

a  et e  e e e  at al  
lle ate t  e e a

  1998-99  /  
e la -seas  e     4-4
ea      ela te

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
el     t be  199

 
 1   e s a  la k lle e 1
 2   Belle lle ea lle e   7
        
 4   el  lle e   4

 1   bb  ell  (   ale ), 4t
 2   ela te  (   a b ale)

      e  t  l  (B ) -1,
      -2   la e

  l  att e  (   ale ) e
      a a kl  (B ) - , -
        la e
4    a s (   ale ) e
      ll   ( ) -1, -4
        la e

  att  ea es (   )
      l st t  el a a  ( ) -4,

       -1  als
   ste  Ba k  ( ), 4t

B
 1   att e - ee es ( ), 4t  la e
 2   ell - a s ( ) e  ll
       st - ell  el  ( ) -4,
       -1   la e
   te - el ssa te ( ) e
       a - ase  et ( ) -4, -4
        als

a  et e  e e e  at al  
lle ate t  e e a

  1997-98  /  
e la -seas  e     -

  (  t ee  last  at es)
ea      a  a lt  

REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT
el     t be  1997

 
     

WOMEN’S
TENNIS
Ex-Lady Warriors 
at 4-Year Level

WOMEN’S TENNIS  (CONT.)

 1   a  e ( a
         t  t )
 2   a a  ( t   e )
   a  a lt  (Be t )
 4   l abet  bb  ell  ( ale )
   att  ea es ( )
         a  e sel ( a a a)
    a s ( ale ) ea e
        e  als
 e     a lt  12-   

  1996-97  /  
e la -seas  e     -
ea  -     a  a lt

  a  a a a a   
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

el     t be  1997
 

 1   el  lle e 2
 2   Belle lle ea lle e 14
      1 1
 4   l e  e t al lle e   4
   e s  la k lle e   

 1   at  al  (   a b ale)
       b e, t e  l st  se  
 2   a a  (   t  e )
       l st -4, -4  als
   a   (   t  e )
       l st -2, -   als
 4   a a a a  (   
       a ) b e, l st  se  
   a  a lt   (   Be t )
       e  eat e  a e al, -2, -
        als
   e a el ( )  st-
       at , l st  se  

B
 1   a -  ( ) l st
        st 
 2   a a -B e a ell (  
       t  e ) l st  st 
   a lt - el ( ) l st
        als t  B  

  1995-96  /  
e la -seas  e     2-
st- ea  a   ts st at

  s  e s a  la k lle e  
REGION XXIV TOURNAMENT

el     t be  1997
 

 4     

 1   elle ee e (   t  e )
  B

 a a a a  (   a )
 at  al  (   a b ale)
 B e a ell (   t  e )
 a  s  (   k e lle)
 el ssa te (   l b s, )
 les la e  a  bles tea
 a  t  e  als

ee e a a e  t   als  
199  as Belle lle ea es a

Class of 2013
  Alyssa Williams

 e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2012
  Chelsea Cross

 te e s lle e ( )

Class of 2009
  Lindsey Waters

 e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2007
  Whittney Luttrell

 ee lle lle e

Class of 2004
  Sarah Dixon

 e ee e s t

Class of 2002
  Anna Dow

 e s t   ll s - el

  Hayley Simmons
 e s t   ll s - el



      e l s ( ) e e t al a
4   a  a ss (   alt )

        e, l st  se als
  a k l ta (   t  e ) 

      e, l st  se s t  a  
  e  (   k e lle)
  t  at es, l st  als t

       e a e (B ), -4, -
B  

 1   s- a ss ( ) 
       e, l st  se als
 2   k s-B  ( )  e,
        l st  se s t  e e t al a

  l ta- e  ( )  e,
       l st  se s t  e e t al a

ALL-GRAC PLAYERS

1   st  s ( )
2   a e k s ( )

  ke Be a ( )
4   a  a ss ( )

  a k l ta ( )
   e  ( )
e s    s 1 -4, a ss

  1 - , e  1 - , B  1 - ,
  l ta 14- , k s 12-7, tt
  ee les ( t  e ) -

B
1   s- a ss ( )
2   k s-B  ( )

  l ta- e  ( )
e s    l ta- e  1 -4,

  s- a ss 14- , k s-
  B  11-

  1981-82  /  
t e  ll s lle e e e e

  ( ) a     e eate
SECTION VI TOURNAMENT

 
 1      2
 2   abas  alle  lle e 1
     a  lle e 1
 4   l e  e t al lle e   
   askask a lle e   2
      t easte  ll s lle e   2

 
 1   st  s (   st e )

      l st t   a s  ( ) -1, -2
2   a le  e e all ( ) e  ke
      Be a ( ) 7- , -7, -4
      ale e l s (   a )
      l st t  e e all  se als  
      -4, 4- , -

  a  a la  (   let ,
      ) e  e  a es ( ) 7-
      (7-2), -
4    e  (   k e lle)

e  a k e ( ) 1- , -1, -1
  B a  lle  (   t  e )

      e  e le ( ) 7- , -
  e alte  ( ) e

      elle  lle  ( ) - , - , -2
      k e s (   t  e )
      l st t  lle   se s -2, -2

B  
1   s- lle  ( )  l st t
      t as e - ke Be a ( ) 
      - , 4- , -2
2   a la - e l s ( ) e

       e e all- a k e ( ) -2,

       - , 7-  (7-4)
  e - k e s ( ) e
       tt e st eet- alte  ( )
       7-  ( - ), -4
STATE TOURNAMENT  /  11th

el     a  7- , 19 2
 

   9   abas  alle  lle e 4
        a e alle  lle e 4
 11      
        lle e  ake t   
 14     a  lle e 

 
 1   s ( ) e   a k la

      ( ake a ) - , 4- , 7-  (7- )
      l st t    a  st ( ll s
      alle ) - , -4
2   e l s ( ) l st t  a e 
      esle  ( ) -4, -

  a la  ( ) l st t   
      a ke  ( ll s e t al) - , -
4   e  ( ) e  a k e
      ( ) -2, -1   l st t   a s
      ( t ) -2, - , -4

  lle  ( ) l st t  e  sb
      ( t )  -4, -4

  e s ( ) l st t  at a  leet
      ( ) -1, -

e s    lle  12-2, s
      14- , e  1 - , a la
      12-7, e l s 1 -9, e s -9

B    
1   s- lle  ( ) e  a
      a e -  le e ( ) -2, -4
      l st t    st- a e esle
      ( ) - , -   a te als
2   e l s- a la  ( ) l st
      t  a le  e e all- e ( ) 
      -2, -2

  e - e s ( ) l st t
      t te - a s ( t ) -1,
      7-  (7- )

e s    s- lle  9- ,
  e l s- a la  11- , e s-
  e  9-

t e  ea  e be     
a  el e  ( k e lle)

ALL-SICC PLAYERS

1   st  s ( )
2   ke Be a ( )

  a  a la   ( )
4    e  ( )

  B a  lle  ( )
  e alte  ( )
B

1   t as e -Be a ( )
2   ale e l s- a la  ( )

  e - k e s ( )
 a la  t a s e e  t   a te

la   4 s les a   2 bles
  last seas     a s  

  1980-81  /  
e la -seas  e     12-4 

t e  ll s lle e e e e
  ( ) a     e eate  
SECTION VI TOURNAMENT

l 27-29 at e  ake lle e
 

 1   l e  e t al lle e

 2     
  e ese tat es a a e  t
   als    s  s les at es
   a  t   t ee bles at es
  a  k  e s as beate
     s les la  at s  4-
STATE TOURNAMENT  /  12th

a  7-9  el

a   
  1979-80  /  

t e  ll s lle e e e e
  ( ) a

e la -seas  e    1 -
  (   l sses t  l  a l, -4)  
SECTION VI TOURNAMENT

 
 1     
 2   abas  alle  lle e

 
 1    s (   a e e lle)
 2   B et B a e  (   al e )
 4   e  a e  (   t  e )
   B a  a le  ( k e lle)

B  
  Ba t a e  ( ttsb , )-

      a le  ( )
STATE TOURNAMENT  /  10th

el     a  19

-  
les    2  B et B a e  ( )

              Ba t a e  ( )
bles    1  s-B a e  ( )

al e s     a e  14-2 (l sses
  t  s   se s, state a
  tt ees  a e)   s 12-
  a le  11-2  B  a e  11-  B a e
  1 -   tt bb tt ( a el ) 4-  
  bles - 1  s-B a e  12-
  2  B  a e - a le  9-    bb tt-
   a e  -

t e  ea  e be s  
 e  l s ( t  e )

e a t ( esse   esse - al e )

a   
  1978-79  /  
e la -seas  e     -

t e  ll s lle e e e e
  ( ) - a    

MEN’S TENNIS  (CONT.)
tt bb tt ( a el )

B et B a e  ( al e )
a e a e t ( k e lle)

B ll akes ( est a k t)
tt t s ( k e lle)
 s ( a e e lle)

l e e  ( ea sb )
 a e  ( k e lle)
 e  (Be t )

a  a  ( ell )
a k al  ( est a k t)
a l  a e  ( a e t )

STATE TOURNAMENT
ete  as a tea   st t e
-  

bles    1  s-B a e  ( )

  1977-78  /  
e la -seas  e    less 

  a e  ( k e lle)
 tt t s ( k e lle)
 a  t ell
 a k al  ( est a k t)
 l abet  Beat
 a  ll st
 a  al e
  lke s
 B  e    

a   
  1975-76  /  
st e s ea   s l st   

STATE TOURNAMENT
B t  1  a k a  ( t  e ) a  
2   a e ( t  e ) a a e  
t  e   ( tate) a e t

 
  e e B a t ( t  e )
 4   t ee  ( st  t )
   t e  ( t  e )
  a  e s ( a e t )
     te e e s  ( ea sb )
     e l e  ( a e t )
 B
 1  a -B a t
 2  a e- ee
  t e - e s
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a s lle,   el   ( a  74)
   st  1st at 4  (12 tea s)
   1  a a t  ( ) 79
  (  B e s  7t  ase  7  9t  t
   lke 9  lle  1 )
    ll s esle a   (1  tea s)
  (1  ase , ll- e  19  B e s)
 1     a   eal lass   
   (4 tea s) - 47 7 2
   2   a   1- 42 7
  (1  B e s 1-77 1   2  t 4- 9 
   17    ase  7-91 17   lke
   1 -91 194   esle  1 -9 19 )
 9       te  (1  tea s)
 (12  B e s 7 - 1 4  1 t  ase
  - 4 17 )
 2    a  at    (  tea s)
   a  tate ( ) 1st b  11 s ts 
  (2  B e s- t  79-79 1 )

B e s te  t  la   e a l 
t t t   e s

 2  
    a ks  ( ) tate (1  tea s)
  (14  t e , lke )
    Bella e ( )  (1  tea s)
  (2  t e , B e s 2)
 7    a  ( ) tate  (  tea s)
  (21  t e , B e s )
 1    e ee 4- 2
   e  2  at 7 1  (  tea s)
  (2  B e s 2- 2 1 4   4  t e , t
   4- 2 1   ase  - 1 1   
   t e , lke - 7 17 )
 2     a  2- 71
   1  a  tate  7- 2 7 9
  (1  ase  1   2  B e s 1 7   t
   1   sel 192   lke 19 )  ( )

WOMEN’S GOLF  (CONT.)



a   
  2015-16  /   

ea  e     - 2        2-   

 le l , -1  B
   ( a s t  )

 a elle B s, -11 B 
   ( k e lle)

 e se B s, -1   
  ( k e lle)
 t e  a , -7  
  (Be t )

 a  e , -9  ( la )
 l  ee , -   ( a e t )

  t, -4  ( ea sb
   a lt  t   )

 st e , -9 ette  ( teele lle)
 s le  l , -7  
  ( l  ll   )
 a ee be ts, -   (  
   B )

 a a be a ke , -11 B
  ( a l e   )

 e a  be a ke , -  
  ( ea sb   )
 s t  a , -11  (Be t )

  2014-15  /   
ea  e     4- 1      2-

 a elle B s, le ( k e lle)
 e se B s,  ( k e lle)
 t e  a ,  (Be t )
 e  e s,  ( t  e )

 l  ee , ette  ( a e t )
 ll s  ll e  et ,  ( let
   as lle t  )
 ebeka  a , le ( )
 al B e, ette  ( sb )
 ass  ell e e, be  ( a e
   e   e  B  )

 s le  l ,  ( l  ll 
    )

 a ee be ts,  (   B )
 ee a e s, le
  ( a te lle  B )

 s t  a ,  (Be t )
ss sta t a   a es
ell e e e - ea  ll- e

  2013-14  /   
ea  e     7- 1    -

 b a l bb  Be ett, B
   (   Be t  s l ate  )

 e  e s,  ( t  e )
 a  ese,  ( a )

  a s  a e ,  (Be t ,  
   a s all t  ) 

 t e  e e e e ,  ( as lle)
 ll s  ll e  et , B ( let

    as lle t  )
 ebeka  a , B ( )
 al B e,  ( sb )
 ass  ell e e,  ( a e

    e   e  B  )
 ee a e s, B

   ( a te lle  Be t  s  )

 l  ate,  ( tt t   B )
 se  te ,  ( k e lle)

ss sta t a  a ke e e a

  2012-13  /   
ea  e         

 b a l Be ett,  (  
   Be t  s l ate  )

 a  ese,  ( a ) 
 t e  e e e e ,  ( as lle)
 Bet a  e sle ,  ( ale )
 e e  elle ,  ( as lle)

  al  a sle ,  ( esse   
   a e st a  )

 B ea e elke , B ( elle  
   as lle )

 l  ate,  (Be t )
 se  te ,  ( k e lle)
 e a  e ,  ( a sb )

ss sta t a  a ke e e a
elle  e - ea  ll- e

  2011-12  /   
ea  e     all 17-17    

 ess a el,  (   a  )
 else  a ,  ( let )

  t e  e e e e ,  ( as lle)
  Bet a  e sle ,  ( ale )
 be  ab , B ( ttsb  

   ab a  )
 e e  elle ,  ( as lle)
 a ke e e a , B ( as lle)
 l ssa a e,  ( tt t  

   Be t  s l ate  )
 B ea e elke , B ( elle )
 ela e e,  ( as lle)
 s le  la k,  ( esse )
 a  ate s,  ( a )

 e a  e ,  ( a sb )
ss sta t a   a es

  ea   a kakee lle e a-
  e t  t be  a  as see e  
  4  e   be e l s  st-
   at  s  e s a  la k
  e st- ea  ll- e   elle
  e - ea  ll- e   a e a
  e a  able e t

  2010-11  /   
ea  e     1 -24    

 a a B e, -9  ( )
 l  t , -7  ( esse - al e  )

 ess e el,  ( a  )
 ale  a s, -   ( el   

     a e  ea t-  )
 a este ,  ( a ta)
 be  ab , B ( ab a )
 a ke e e a ,  ( as lle)
 l ssa a e,  (Be t )
 a elle e, -1   ( a sb )

 s le  la k, B ( a sb )
 le t t, B ( l a )
 a  ate s,  ( st  t )
 e a  e , B ( a sb )

ss sta t a   a es

  a  a s set t este  ll -
  s  e  e e , 2 -2 , 2 -19,
  2 -2 , 2 -17, be e l s  t   1
  l  a   a te als

a s 2 - ea  ll- e   e 

  2009-10  /   
ea  e     all 14-27    1-     

  ea be  B a , -9  ( t  e )
 a a B e, -9  ( )
 l  t , -7  ( esse - al e  )
 ale  a s, -   ( el   

     a e  ea t-  )
 elle a e , -1   ( as lle)

 a a  a se , -   ( ab a )
 l  l a , -4 be  ( ale )

 a elle e, -1   ( a sb )
 a  t, -   (B t   
  s t - a a- el  )

 la a t , -2  ( e a)
 as t  lle , -7  ( )

ss sta t a   a es
  a  a s e  -set at
   e  e e  t  e s  la k e 
  t e  a  beate  -   seas

ll- e      ale  a s

  2008-09  /   
ea  e     1 -24    

 a e tte be , B  ( a el )
 ess a B a e Ba t , -2  be

   ( s t    )
 a elle B a , -7  

   ( k e lle)
 le a a B ll k, -9   ( a l e

    a lt  t   )
 a  k, -  B  ( la )

 t e  all s, -11   ( a ta)
  a lee a s, -    

   ( allat  t  )
 elle a e , -9    ( as lle)
 a la e , B ( a   

   t  t  )
  e, -   

   ( ea sb   )
 a  t, -    (B t   

   s t - a a- el  )
 as t  lle , -7 B   ( )

ss sta t a   a es
t e t ss sta t ste  k

  2007-08  /   

 ess a Ba t  ( s t )
 a elle B a  ( k e lle)
 le a a B ll k ( a l e )
 a e  le  ( t  e )
 a  k ( la )
 a a   ( e t al a)
 elle a e  ( as lle)
 a la e  ( a )
  e ( ea sb )

t e t ss sta t ste  k

  2006-07  /   
 

a   
  2005-06  /   

ea  e     29-2       4t

 
1  a lle ea tat al (  tea s)
1  l e - t kt  a e t ( )

 B et ke  ( a e t )
 ae ae a kl  ( ase lle)
 ess a ee  ( )

 a a e s  ( )
 s le  a s  ( e t al a)

 e ee ste  ( sb )
 eat e  a k sk  ( s le )
 e   ( )
  ll a s ( s t )

ss sta t a  la  e a

ll-     a kl , ste
ll- e      a kl , 2

  ea   ste , able e t

  2004-05  /   
ea  e     2 -1       

 atal e Ba a  ( se lle, )
 B ea e a le  (Be t )
 ae ae a kl  ( ase lle)
 ess a ee  ( )
 all e s  ( a e t )
 aela s  ( e, )

 e a  e  (   Be t )
 s le  a s  ( e t al a)
 elle e ett  (B eese)
 e a ett  ( elb , )
 s lee  ( )

 st  kel ( t  ete )
 a ssa e e e  ( e a t )
 ta  te ( a ta)

ss sta t a  la  e a

ll- e       , 1st
   s , 2   e e e , 2

ll-     , 2 - ea

  2003-04  /   
ea  e     1 -21, a te  -9 sta t    

 e     2-4
e -   12-tea   e

 a  Ba  ( )
 bb  Ba a  ( lke t )
 aela s  ( e, )
 Bet a  st  (Be t )
 e a ett  ( elb , )
 s lee  ( )
 a a k b sk  ( s le )

 a ssa e e e  ( e a t )
 ta  te ( a ta)

ss sta t a  a b k b sk

ll- e       , 1st
ll-      , 1st ea

   k b sk , 1st ea

  2002-03  /   
ea  e     -19 (all-t e )   

    2       e      
a   12-tea   e

2  at e ee (1  tea s),  (11)

 a  Ba  ( )
  ke  ( esse - al e )
 bbe  e la  ( a ta)
 a e a t (Be t )
 e e  a s a ( )
 se  ll a  ( a ta)

VOLLEYBALL
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Class of 2014
  Macey Friese

 a a  lle e

Class of 2013
  Breanne Pelker

 a a  lle e

Class of 2012
  Jilissa Payne

 ss  Ba t st lle e

Class of 2011
  Miranda Bunge

 e  e s t -Belle lle

  Danielle Price
 e  e s t -Belle lle

Class of 2010
  Ali Mulvany

 e  e s t -Belle lle

  Michelle Kramper
 t  e s t  ( )

Class of 2009
  Erin Prince

 ebste  e s t  ( )

  Breanne Barton
 e ee e s t

  Kayla McLeod
 a lle e s t  ( )

VOLLEYBALL
Ex-Lady Warriors at 4-Year Level

 at a ell  ( a ta)
 a a  b ak ( alt lle)
 ess a ll  ( lta t)
 a el a  ( k e lle)
 ale  ea (Be t )
 ate a t k  ( esse - al e )

 a a k b sk  ( s le )
t e t ,  at ka a  ( a ta)

ll- e      ke , 1st ea
  ll a , 1st ea   b ak, 2  ea

ll- e  e     ke , ll a
  a  a

ll-     ke  a  ll a
  ts a s  a ,  ll a

 ll- e     ll a  a  a t

a   
  2001-02  /   

    4t  ( - , t  s e  l e
  e t al, askask a  t easte  )

  ke  ( esse - al e )
 bbe  e la  ( a ta)
 a e a t (Be t )
 e e  a s a ( )
 se  ll a  ( a ta)
 at a ell  ( a ta)
 a a  b ak ( alt lle)
 ess a ll  ( lta t)
 a el a  ( k e lle)
 as t  el s ( ea sb )
 k  ess  ( lte lle)
 a a e kas ( e a)

 as e atts ( lta t)
ss sta t a  a a  B a k
ll-     t- e tte  ke

  2000-01  /   

 a a B le ( s lle)
 a a  B a k  ( e  t e s)

 stle B ll k ( a l e )
 a le e tte e  ( lta t)

 a a  e s  ( a e t )
 ess a te  (Be t )
 be  l  ( lte lle)
 a a ab  (Be t )
 as t  el s ( ea sb )
 k  ess  ( lte lle)
 a a e kas ( e a)
 se  t  ( esse - al e )

ss sta t a  a a a
ll-     e s

a  B  
  1999-2000  /  

ea  e     17-2 , a te  -11 sta t
    4t   ( - )

e -   s -tea  ee e s
  ( ) a e t

 te  e  ( e  t e s)
 a a  B a k  ( e  t e s)
 t e Be  ( lte lle)

 a  a s ( e  e t al, )
 ss  l e  ( ale )
 a k e e s ( esse - al e )
 l a abe  ( teele lle)

 se  t  ( esse - al e )
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  Whitney Gallois
 a a  lle e

  Jordan Frick
 te l  ( ) lle e

Class of 2006
  Jessica Green

 e t k  esle a  lle e

  Ashley Krausz
 a kl  e e lle e ( )

Class of 2005
  Ashlee Pyron, M.H.

 e ee e s t

  Natalie Barnard
 e s t   ss - t  s

Class of 2004
  Sara Skibinski, O.H.

 ss  Ba t st lle e

Class of 2002
  Lyndsey Hillyard, Setter

 e ee lle e

  Rachel Maddox
 e t k  esle a  e s t

  Jessica Lilly
 st  e s t  ( )

Class of 1982
  Linda Sanders

 t e  ll s - a b ale

 B e a e e  ( k e lle)
  le ( as ta )
 a a ll a s ( a el )

ss sta t a  a a e s

ll-     Be , 1st   a s, 1st
ll- e     Be , 2   a s, 2
ll- ee e s a e t    

  a s a  l e

  1998-99  /  

 a el st  ( a e t )
 t e Be  ( lte lle)
 B ll e  B tt  (Be t )
 a  la a  (Be t )

 at  e  ( )
  et  ( st e )
 ebeka  e es e (Be t )
 a e ab  ( s lle)
 l  eal ( s lle)
 l ssa e  ( a e t )
  ll  e a  ( s lle)

 l a abe  ( teele lle)
 te a e t  ( esse )
 B e a e e  ( k e lle)
 a  e s (Be t )

 a a ll a s ( a el )
 a e ls  (Be t )
 Be e l  a t (Be t )

ss sta t a  a a e s

  1997-98  /  
e e  at B a  eet  l 2 , 1997
e la -seas  e     less

 a el st  ( a e t )
 a  la a  (Be t )
  et  ( st e )
 ebeka  e es e (Be t )
 el a esa  (Be t )

 a e ab  ( s lle)
 l  eal ( s lle)
 l ssa e  ( a e t )
  ll  e a  ( s lle)
 a  e s (Be t )
 a e ls  (Be t )
 Be e l  a t (Be t )

ss sta t a  a a e s

a   
  1982-83  /  
e la -seas  e     2- 1

  1981-82  /  
e la -seas  e     9-9 

    2  (t e )

 a a e s ( t  e )

a   
  1980-81  /  

 a  ll s ( ea sb )   el sa 
ke   sa ll s ( a e t )   

 Be k  ale ( ea sb )    
a a la  ( el )    ab a 
ast a  ( alt lle)   a la ll s    
a le e e l ( ea sb )   a la eele 

( t  e )    b  lle  ( el )   
a la a e

a   
  1979-80  /  
e la -seas     9-        2
st  e t   e als

 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )
  al ell ( st e )

 a  ll s ( ea sb )
 a a la  ( el )
 a le e e l ( ea sb )

  ee el
 B e a t  (Be t )
 lle  e a  ( t  e )
 stal lle  ( el )

 la a t ell ( el )
 k e e (B k e )
 a e t  ( el )

 a a le  ( esse )
 s e l  ( ea sb )

ll-     lle  a  bb tt
ea      lle

a  a ta     bb tt
ts a s  a     le      

  1978-79  /  
st  tea   a  s t t  al  
 1 -tea  tate e  ( k )   
set askask a  e t  se als 

a te   st t  a es  e-set 
at   a  a s l st se e al l se 
a es b t as -  at state s  ake 

t , t  a  k alle

  2   ( -2)    e t al  2
e -    tat al

 a t a bb tt ( ea sb )

  Besk ak ( esse )
e  B e sta  ( ea sb )
  al ell ( st e )
 B e a ke  ( esse )

 B e a t  (Be t )
 lle  e a  ( t  e )
  a t  ( alt lle)
 stal lle  ( el )
 a a e ( t  e )
  t  ( t  e )

 a e t  ( el )
  ke  ( tt t   Be t )

a  ebb (Be t )
 Ba ba a se t ( t  e )
 a  e  ( la )

 s e l  ( ea sb )
 e a a  ( a l e  

  ea sb )
ss sta t a  a l le  

  1977-78  /  
e la -seas  e     2-1

  te    e  Ba el    
B e a ke  ( esse )    ll s   

 al a elle    a  e ( t  
e )    lle  s     t  

( t  e )    all  t tla    a l 
le ( ea sb )    a  e  

( la )    te a e e lle   
 elle  ( ea sb )    

e a a  ( a l e   ea s-
b  )
   ea      
   a  a ta     e lle
   ts a s  a     s  

VOLLEYBALL  (CONT.)



  2014-15
 a s  a  ( t  e )    at a  ll ( a ta)    t  e la 

( sb )    B kell att  ( t  e )    B e t  a s ( este )    
las ke  ( e )    a e  t k ale ( elb lle)    a  le  

( t  e )    a b ls  ( t  e )   ea  a  a es l e

  2013-14
 esle  B a s a  ( als )    a es las ( a b ale)    a s  a  

( t  e )     ll ( a ta)    a  a s  ( a l e   a lt  
t   )    ake ls  ( t  e )   ea  a  a es l e

  2012-13
 esle  B a s a  ( als )    a  B ke ( ata a ,   l  B e )   
  ll ( a ta)    a e  a  ( a s lle)    a e ee es 

(( a s lle  a ta )    s el e a ( e esb ,   s a  e al 
)    a e a  ( t  a e ale, )    lla  e e  (B et ,  

 be la  e al )   ea  a  a es l e

  2011-12
 a  B ke ( ata a , )    a  e s e  ( e t , )     

a ks  ( ak lle, )    a  a b s ( t  s, )    st  ee 
( el )    a b s ( k e lle)    a e  a  ( a s lle)   

 s el e a ( e esb , )    a e a  ( t  a e ale, )    
lla  e e  (B et , )    te e  e  e ke ( e t , )   ea  
a   lbe te   ss sta t a  att a ks

  2010-11
 a  e s e  ( e t , )    st  ee ( el )    a b s 

( k e lle)    s  a t  ( ee)    B a   ( a k est)    
e e a e  ( tla ta, )   ea  a   lbe te

  2009-10
 a k ss a  (B st  e t al )    a s bs  ( ss eek 

)    ete  la at ( l et, e a  a a bee e a )    att e  
t t (B s  a  )    e  a a ( as t  )    a es 

a  ( k  l  )    te e  a b  ( l et, e a  B tt 
)    a e t  ( te a ts el lle )    tt ea e ( t  a les  

t  )    a b ea e  ( t s , )    e  a  ( t , )   
ea  a   lbe te

  2008-09
 Ba le  B a  ( b e )    a es a t a  ( t  t, )    ete  
la at ( l et, e a)      la t  ke ( l t  e ts)    te s 

( t ,   a s  )    a es a  ( k  l  )    
te e  a b  ( l et, e a  B tt )    ete  la  ( sa, e a  

l t )    tt ea e ( t  a les  t  )    e  a  ( t , 
)   ea  a  B e t a

  2007-08
 Ba le  B a  ( b e )    Be  e t ( l et, e a)    a   

( ees t, )    e  ssel  ( a s lle)    be t a s  
( l et, e a)    lka a  bet ( l et, e a)    B a  ala  ( l et, 

e a)    a s a  ( e t al a)    e  ee ( a , )    a a  atel 
( alat e)    ete  la  ( sa, e a  l t )    s s 
( e t al a)    B a  e  ( a el )    e e  take  ( a te t )   ea  

a  B e t a   ss sta t a  a k all

  2006-07
 e  a ( a a l s, )    le as  ( ee )     e ( -

ta , a a a)    tee e aba t ( a  es, )    be t a s  ( l et, 
e a)     e e  ( ttsb , )    lka a  bet ( l et, e a)    

l e e t ( teele lle)    e  a e  ( a l t ea )    e  a ak 
( t  e s, )    s e  ( ta , a a a)    l s  e e  
( a t , )    e e  take  ( a te t ),  te e  ll a s ( a )   

  ll a s ( a a a t , )   a  B e t a   ss sta t a k all

  2005-06
 e  a ( a a l s, )     lbe te  (Belle lle  est )    

 ase  ( a a , )    le as  ( ee )    at la k ( a 
Bea , )    a  t  (B kl , )    t e a  (B eese  e t al 

)    att a ks  ( )     e e  ( ttsb , )    B a  
let  ( a s lle)    s e  ( b e, ta , a a a)    

a  e e  ( ela , )    B ett  ( l ssa t, )    a  
alt  (Be t )   ea  a  B e t a

  2004-05
 e  l a e  ( a lle)    a  l a e  ( a lle)     la k ( a a -

l s, )    att a ks  ( k e lle)    e e   ( eba )    st  
 ( eba )    B a  let  ( a s lle)    ke e ( el )   

 as et l sbe e  ( elle   as lle )    B ett  ( l ssa t, )   
 a  alt  (Be t )    a s alt  ( t s , )   a  B e t a

MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY
Season Rosters
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MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD
Season Rosters

  2003-04
 e  l a e  ( a lle)    a  l a e  ( a lle)     la k ( a a l s, 
)    st  a  ( ea sb )    s e e  ( a sb )    e e  

 ( eba )    st   ( eba )    as a e (Ba e, ta , 
a a a)    a  e a ( e )    as  ll s ( a a ette, )    s 

bs  (Bl lle, a a a)    as et l sbe e  ( elle   as lle )    
B e t  (B a l, )   ea  a  B e t a   ss sta t a  e  t

  2002-03
 st  a  ( ea sb )    be t a  ( e ,   e s t  

)    s e e  ( a sb )    a  ab k ( ee sla , st al a  
t t )    le be t a s ( l ,    e  )    as 

a e (Ba e, ta , a a a)    a s e e  (Be t )   ea  a  B e t 
a   ss sta t a  e  t

  2001-02
  Bake  ( t  e )    a  a  ( est a k t  a k t t  

)    be t a  ( e ,   e s t  )    a  ab k 
( ee sla , st al a  t t )      ( t  e )    a el 

alle  (Be t )    ll e e s (Be se lle  e t  )    B ett t  
(Be t )    a el lb  ( e te lle  ast t  s e  )   ea  

a  B e t a   ss sta t a  e  t

  2000-01
 a  a  ( est a k t  a k t t  )      ( t  

e )    a el alle  (Be t )    B ett t  (Be t )    a s  as 
( b e )   ea  a  B e t a   ss sta t a  e  t

  2014-15
 est  B lt , s ts ( l ss   e -  )  te e B ss, le-

sta e ( t  e )    e e  a ett, sta e ( ,   ebste   )   
 be t e , s ts (   )    a s  a , le- sta e ( t  

e )    le  ,   ( et l s  assa   )     e la, 
le- sta e ( sb )    se  a el, le a lt ( t  e )    

k e e , s t e t t  ( t  e )    e  a , l   ( e t al a)   
 st  ee , les ( sb )    las ke , sta e ( e )    

a e  t k ale, sta e ( elb lle)    a t  e , s ts ( t  e )   
 e te a e, s ts ( a lest , )    a  le , sta e ( t  

e )    ake ls , sta e ( t  e )   ea  a  att a ks

  2013-14
 a  Bla , s ts le- sta e ( )    esle  B a s a , sta e 

( als   a ta )    B a  tt e  ( a  e  a ela  )    e 
ls, s ts ( e e  ll s lle )    a s  a , le- sta e ( t  

e )    at a  ll, sta e ( a ta)    al  ell   ( sb )   
 B e t  a s ( este )    a e e  ( t  e )    a b ls  ( t  

e )   ea  a  as  a   ss sta t a  e t eek

  2012-13
 e  Ba ks, s ts    a  Bla , s ts le- sta e ( )    

es B a s a , sta e ( als   a ta )    ll, sta e    e e  
s , s ts  le- sta e     le ( e al, ), s t t  s s 

e t t   a e  t    a e  a  ( a s lle), le- sta e   
 a e ee es, sta e    s el e a ( e esb , ), le- sta e   
 e  be ts ( a le e ts), s ts  les    a e a  ( t  a e -

ale, ), le- sta e    lla  e e  (B et , ), le- sta e   
ke ta se, le- sta e    e  te a t (B t ), s t t    att 
ls ,    ea  a  as  a

  2011-12
 a a  Bla  ( a ke a )    e a s B ks ( el )    a  

B ke ( ata a , )    e a e e  ( l b a, )    e e l a  
( , a e)    t  l a  ( a )    e a e  ( a st )   

 e  es ( a e e, )    s a es ( e t , )    le  e e  
( a ta)     le ( e al, )    a  a b s ( t  s, )    st  

ee ( el )    a e  a  ( a s lle)    a  le  ( e )    
s el e a ( e esb , )    e  be ts ( a le e ts)    a e 

a  ( t  a e ale, )    lla  e e  (B et , )    e  te a t 
(B t )    a e a l   (Balt e, )    a  as t  ( a a a, 

  ka sas)   ea  a   lbe te   ss sta t a  Be  k at k

  2010-11
 a  a s ( a s lle)    e s Ba  ( ee t, Ba a a  a k a a  

)    a a  Bla  ( a ke a )    a a  e ls ( a , )    lt  
t s ( a  Ba a as, Ba a a)    est  ( ake , )    al k 

a  ( e ell,   llb k )    s a e a e  ( t , ta   e l 
e l )    at k e e s  ( a k a)     le  ( t  e )    

a e   ( ss lle,   t e e al )    e a e  ( a -



t  (B kl , ), le- sta e    a e a tt ( t e e , a a a), 
   t e  a  (Bla k a k, ), s s     a e    t e a  

( e a t   B eese e t al ), le- sta e    a les ell ( la el  
 est ste  ), s ts    att a ks  ( ), sta e    e k 
e k s  ( l a el s), s ts     e e  ( ttsb , ), sta e   

 a  a  ( e at ),   s s  a el    B a  let  ( a s lle), 
sta e   stee le ase     eal ( a a ette, ), les    te  ee e  

( al et t ), les    s e  ( b e, ta , a a a), sta e   
 a  e e  ( ela , ), le- sta e    B ett  ( l ssa t, ), 

sta e    e e  t  (B kl , ), s ts    al  alla e  ( l a kee, 
),   s ts    a  alt  (Be t ), sta e    a  lts e ( st , 

Ba a as),   a  B e t a   ss sta ts ke ee a  e  e s   

  2004-05
  lbe te  (Belle lle  est ), le- sta e    e  l a e  ( a lle), 

sta e    ael Be te  ( llee , )    a  B a  ( et l s  assa  
t  )    st  B a  ( ta )    e  B ks ( a s lle), s ts   

 e  B kes ( l et)     la k ( a a l s, ), le- sta e    
a ell bb s ( a )    a  ll s ( a t a, ), s t t  s s    
as  a  ( be  e ts, ), s ts    l  a s  ( al et t )     
el a ( ee t, Ba a as)    e  e s  ( ee t, Ba a as)    t  
l  ( a , )    e  a le  (Be t )    t e  a  (Bla k a k, 

), s s  s t t  a e    t e a  ( e a t   B eese e t al 
), le- sta e    ll e e s  (Belle lle  ast )    B a  

e  ( attes )    a les ell ( la el   est ste  ), s ts    
att a ks  ( k e lle)    e  s  ( t  lla )    a l s e  

( al et t ), les    Be  k at k ( lke t   esse - al e  ), a -
e    e e   ( eba ), sta e    st   ( eba ), sta e    
ke a e s ( la )    t e  a s  ( lt   e )    B a  

let  ( a s lle), sta e  stee le ase    le e  ( e )    se 
e  ( k alls)    a te ll s ( lt   e )    as  ll s 

( a a ette, )    ke e ( el )    te  ee e  ( al et t )    
 be t ( el sas, )    as et l sbe e  ( elle   as lle )   

 a s e s ( bles lle, )    e lle ( ee t, B ), s ts   
 B ett  ( l ssa t, ), sta e    e  t  ( assa , Ba a as)   
 ael e  ( a sb )     e t ( lk a t, )    a  alt  

(Be t )    a s alt  ( t s , ), le- sta e    at a  lb  
( est a k t)    a s ls  ( attes ), s ts   ea  a  B e t a

  2003-04
 e  l a e  ( a lle), sta e    a  k  l a e  ( a lle), sta e   
 B ll  Bee  ( ale )    a b B e ( t  e ), s ts    Blake B a ea  

( a sb ), le a lt  a el    e  B ks ( a s lle), s ts    lbe t 
e  B  (Belle lle  ast ), s ts     la k ( a a l s, ), le-

sta e    e  l t  ( t  a e,   e ta e ), s ts    t  
les  ( e b , ), s ts    as  a  ( be  e ts, ), s ts  

le- sta e    st  a  ( ea sb ), sta e    k el ( e t )   
 e  lle b  ( ea )    e  e  ( attes    t  ), 

l    t le    a ell kas ( a el ), sta e    a  a e  
( a s lle, ), les    ll a  e e s   (Belle lle  ast )    s 

e e  ( a sb ), sta e  stee le ase    ke sbell (Belle lle  ast ), 
s ts    e  s  ( t  lla )    s ll  ( a el ), les    
Be  k at k ( lke t   esse - al e  ), a e    e e   ( eba-

), sta e    st   ( eba ), sta e    a s esle  ( a k a ), 
les  s ts    a s ll  (Be t )    e  s ( a ke a )    le 
e  ( e )    ke et e ( a b ale), les    a te ll s ( lt  

 e )    e  ell ( at , )    s bs  (Bl lle, 
a a a), sta e    as et l sbe e  ( elle   as lle ), les   
 le e e t ( b ), l    t le    a s alt  ( t s , ), 

le- sta e    at a  lb  ( est a k t)    a es ls  ( a ta)   
ea  a  B e t a   ss sta t a  ke ee

  2002-03
 lbe t e  B  (Belle lle  ast ), s ts    e  l t  ( t  a e, 
  e ta e ), s ts    st  a  ( ea sb ), sta e    k el 

( e t )    e  e  ( attes    t  ), l   t le    
be t a  ( e ,   e s t  ), sta e    a ell kas 

( a el ), sta e     ee  ( a e t ),     esse a t  
( e st )    a  a e  ( a s lle, ), les    s e e  ( a -

sb ), sta e    a  ab k ( ee sla , st al a  t t tate 
), sta e    ke sbell (Belle lle  ast ), s ts    le be t a s 

( l ,    e  ), sta e    a s esle  ( ), s ts   
 a s e s ( a e e, ), s ts    a s ll  (Be t )    as 

a e (Ba e, ta , a a a), sta e    st  lle b e ( ea sb ), 
le- sta e     e  s ( a ke a ), s ts    a k e l e  ( ll est)   

 a s e e  (Be t ), sta e    ael a s  (Be t )    et  
ta ba  (Bea st ), sta e    aleb alle  ( t  e )    e a  

( a )    a les ll a s ( )    a e ll e (Be t )   ea  a  
B e t a   ss sta t a  le  s   ss sta t a  ke ee
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st )    e  es ( a e e, )    e l l a  ( el   el  
)    e  a e e ( a b ale)    a b e k (B eese)    a le  

s  ( t  e )    a  lle  ( ast t  s)    te e   ( a s  
e ts,   a e e )    a s atte s  ( t  s, )    a  le  

( e )    a as as ( ast t  s)    a  ll a s ( le ela , 
)   ea  a   lbe te   ss sta t a  Be  k at k

  2009-10
 e s Ba  ( a k a a  )    a es B  ( lasb  )     

B  ( le  )    a es a te  ( a a   e t al )    a a  e ls 
( a ke a )    e te e ea  (    )    a  e ( a es 
sla  a te  l)    al k a  ( llb k )    s a e a e  ( e l e l 

)    a e   ( t e e al )    a s bs  ( sta,   
ss eek )    a es a t a   ( t  t, )    ael a t el  

( a este , )     a es ( a k a)    e  e  ( e  Be  )   
 e l l a  ( el  )    a a s le  ( el ka )    a  

s  (B ke t  )    ete  la at ( a a bee e a )    a -
le  s  ( t  e )    att e  t t ( l et, e a  B s  a  )   

 e  a a ( as t  )    te e   ( a e e )    
a es a  ( k  l  )    a el essle  ( el ka )    
a a  ssell-  (  e e k B t )    te e  a b  ( l et, e a 

 B tt e a  )    e a  e e ( ll a   e  )    tt 
ea e ( t  a les  t  )    e  a l  ( a le  )    e  a  

( t , )   e al  a e   (Be a   a s )    -el as t  
( astle )   ea  a   lbe te   ss sta t a   ke

  2008-09
 a  Ba le  ( tla ,   a  )     Bla k ( a e t )    Ba le  

B a  ( b e )    a a  B tle  ( a s,   ee b e  )    s  al  
( la ,    B e )    a s bs  ( sta,   ss eek )   

 ll s a  ( el   t east )    a es a t a  ( t  t, )   
 ael a t el  ( a este , )     l a  ( be  e ts, )    

a k a  ( ak a k  e  est )    ete  la at    att e  t t 
( l et, e a)    s  a ( tla ta, )    te s ( t , 

  a s  )    l s a  (B la a , bab e, a  lt  )   
 a es a  ( k  l  )    ll e a e ( ale ,   a  

)    a e  atte s  ( a ke a )     e e ( e s,   ale  
)    ael as  ( ,    ee a  )    te e  a b  

( l et, e a  B tt )    e  e a s  ( l a b a  la  )    
ete  la  ( sa, e a  l t )    le  es (Bl t )    tt 
ea e ( t  a les  t  )    e e a l  ( sta,   ests e )   
 e  a  ( t , )    st e  atts ( a   s  est )   

a ael ll a s ( a a l s,   Be  a s )   ea  a  B e t a   
ss sta t a  t  kl   ss sta t a  Be  k at k

  2007-08
 Ba le  B a  ( b e )    Be  e t ( l et, e a), sta e    a  

 ( ees t, )     a  ( be  e ts, )    a es ee a  
( all )     l a  ( be  e ts, )    a l e k s ( t  l b 

lls)    e  ssel  ( a s lle)    be t a s  ( l et, e a), 
sta e    lka a  bet ( l et, e a), sta e    B a  ala  ( l et, 
e a), sta e    a s a  ( e t al a)    e  ee ( a , )    a k s 

 ( a e )    l s a  ( bab e, a)    a  a ke  ( -
e lle)    a a  atel ( alat e)    ete  la  ( sa, e a  l t )   
 s s ( e t al a)    a s a l  ( t  st e, )    st  e  

( alla assee, )    e se  ( a el est)    B a  e  ( a el )   
 e e  take  ( a te t )    a s te ( t  a e, )   ea  a  

B e t a   ss sta t a es t  kl , Be  k at k a  a k all

  2006-07
 as  Bell ( a k est)    a e B s  ( a a l s, ), a el   s t t   
  B a   ( e t al a), e tat l       le as  ( ee ), 

sta e     e ( ta , a a a)    ee a  all ( a a l s, )    
a l e k s ( t  l b lls)    be t a s  ( l et, e a), sta e   

  e e  ( ttsb , )    lka a  bet ( l et, e a), sta e   
a  a  ( e at )    l e e t ( teele lle)     eal ( a a ette, )   
 s e  ( ta , a a a)    l s  e e  ( a t , )    

e e  t  (B kl , )    st  e  ( alla assee, )    e e  ta-
ke  ( a te t )    a s te ( t  a e, )    a  lts e ( st , 
a a a), l    ea  a  B e t a   ss sta t a  t  kl

  2005-06
 e  a ( a a l s, ), sta e     lbe te  (Belle lle  est ), 

le- sta e     Beals ( lt   e ), s ts  - sta e    
as  Bell ( a k est), s ts     a e B s  ( a a l s, ),   a e  
 a el     B a   ( e t al a), e tat l      le as  ( ee ), 
sta e    at la k ( a Bea , ), sta e    a el a  ( est 
a k t), s ts    l  a s  ( a ), s ts    t  l  ( a , 
), s ts    a  t  (B kl , ), les  le- sta e    a  
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WOMEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY / TRACK-FIELD
Former Lady Warriors at 4-Year Level
Class of 2010

  Nyosha Bryant
 e s t   e essee

  Julia Sambu
 e as   - s st

  Lillian Lagat
 e s t   e as - a  e a

  Sarah Kimaiyo
 e as   - s st

  Roshane Boreland
 t  l  tate e s t  ( )

  Kali Bonner
 e t k  esle a  e s t

Class of 2009

  Jessica Merriweather
 ss ss  tate e s t

  Ashley Holmes
 a  ( ) e s t

  Jeniffer Chepkemboi
 Bet el e s t  ( )
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Class of 2008

  Pasca Cheruiyot
ss  tate e s t

l a tate e s t

  Kim Beardwood
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Nikki Walls
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Karmyn Clark
e s ( ) e s t

  Ashley Harris
e s ( ) e s t

  Ryan Sanders
Bet e- k a  e s t  ( )

Class of 2007

  Courtney Ware
e a t e  e s t

Class of 1988

  Carol Ray
- a s lle

Class of 2013

  Fred Roberts
e s t   ss ss

  Holland Sherrer
e s t   ss ss

Class of 2011

  Ryan Hershner
a sas tate e s t

  Leonardo Seymore
e s t   l a

Class of 2010

  Stephen Sambu
e s t   a

  Dey Tuach Dey
e s t   ka sas

  Matthew Kotut
e s t   e as - a - e a

  Michael Hartfield
 tate e s t

  Jarius Gibson
e s t   s lle ( )

  Scott Speare
t e  ll s - a b ale

  James Grantham
b le e ( ) st a  e s t

  James Noonan
b le e ( ) st a  e s t

  Zach Russell-Ford
a a a  l  a  e te

Class of 2009

  Peter Sigilai
e s t   e essee

  LaShawn Butler
e s t   ka sas

  Bailey Bunyan
ka sas tate e s t

  Ryan Bailey
ess al - ke

  Cory Holman
e s t   e a

  Darren Patterson
aste  ll s e s t

Class of 2008

  Boaz Lalang
ess al - as

  Ben Cheruiyot
b  e s t  ( )

  Elkanah Kibet
b  e s t  ( )

  Aaron Dixon
e s t   ss

  Darryl Jenkins
ss ss  tate e s t

  Justin Terry
ss ss  tate e s t

  Jeremy Whitaker
este  ll s e s t

  Travis White

  Travis Lavin
e ee e s t

Class of 2007

  Keenan Hall
e s t   e essee

  Steeve Gabart
l a tate e s t

  Adrian Wiltshire
e s t   kla a

  Dwayne Brisco
a a tate e s t

  Tyyon Neal
a a tate e s t

  Alphonso “Zo” Shepherd
a a tate e s t

  Kyle Cash
aste  ll s e s t

  Adam Major
e s ( ) e s t

  Chris Rengifo
aste  e t k  e s t

  Cory Currie
B a t  lle ate st t te 

a a a  

Class of 2006

  Eric Alberter
e s t   l a

  Kurt Heimann
a a tate e s t

  Courtney Haywood
t east ss  tate e s t

  Brett Simon
este  tate lle e ( )

  Matt Jackson
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Aaron Walton
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Charles Howell
aste  ll s e s t

  Floyd Davis Jr.
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Anthony Flournoy
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Shannon Sherrer
sta a e s t

Class of 2005

  Rey Alvarez
e s t   t e  a a

  Michael Benitez
e as  - s st

  Tim Clark
e s t   e essee- atta a

  Ben Kirkpatrick
ss  Ba t st e s t

  Jeremy Kunz
a a tate e s t

  Justin Kunz
a a tate e s t

  Drew Frailey
aste  ll s e s t

  Kyle Ogden
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Ron Robert
e as  - s st

  Lucas Roethlisberger 
t  s e s t  ( )

  Devon Brooks 
 e s t   a a l s ( )

  Marcus Walton
ss  t e  tate e s t

Class of 2004

  Justin Crain
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Darrell Fickas
t e  ll s - a s lle

  Blake Brachear
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Nick Diel
e s t   e s ( ) 

MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY  /  TRACK AND FIELD
Former Warriors who signed / performed at 4-Year Level or professionally

  Corey Dowden
e as e  e s t

a a tate e s t

  Will Henderson
e s t   a a l s ( )

  Chris Herren
t east ss  tate e s t

  Marcus Lesley
e s t   ll s- a

  Travis McCollum
aste  ll s e s t

  Jerry Mims
aste  ll s e s t

  Thomas Mc uade
e s t   s  ( a a a)

  Chris Robson
k a e    e s l a a

Class of 2003

  Ian Hornabrooke
l a tate e s t

  Jerry Clopton
a a tate e s t

  Rob Duncan
t e  ll s - a b ale

  Todd Green
t e  ll s - a b ale

Class of 2002

  Will Siemers
e s t   t e  a a



  2014-15
 all  Be b e , sta e (Bl   ebbe   )    a e, 

s ts (Belle e  ast la  )    ll e a  ( a ee, )    
le a a k bel ( ke  t  e   )   ea  a  att a ks

  2013-14
 all  Be b e  (Bl   ebbe   )    B tt e  B este  ( e  

B )    a a  b  ( e lle)    ste  a  ( )    as a 
s ( )    a l tt e  ( a t  a a a )    ll e a  ( a ee)   

ea  a  as  a

  2012-13
 a a b , sta e    a a lle , le a lt    e e  elle , s t t   
 st ee ta le , t le   ea  a  as  a

  2011-12
 a ssa e ( ll  , )   ea  a   lbe te

  2010-11
 ea e  -B e ( a el est  B e e  )    B t ee B s  ( a -

l s, )    le B ess e  ( a b   a e e t al )    a la B  
( l t ,   Belle lle, , est )    e es s al  ( at , )   

 B a a k  ( e ale  ll est )    ela as ( a   
s  ast )    a ese ll a s ( t  s, )   ea  a   lbe te

  2009-10
 ea e  -B e ( a el est  B e e  )    B t ee B s  ( l s, 
)    al  B e  ( a te lle)    s a e B ela  ( t   , a a a  t  

a  )    le B ess e  ( a b   a e e t al )    a la B  
(Belle lle  est )    s a B a t ( a l tte,   est )    elb  

a bell ( t  e )    a a  a  ( a b , e a  eb et)    l a  
a at ( a b , e a  t  a l s ak  )    e e a t  ( t  at e e, 
a a a  t  a  )    st  sb  ( )    a e e tts ( ak a k 
 e  est )    B a a k  ( e ale  ll est )    l a 
a b  ( l et, e a  a  ll )    ka t  ( a el )    ela 

as ( a   s  ast )   a   lbe te   ss sta t  ke

  2008-09
 ale a e s  ( e lle)    est  s ( a  states  a t 

)    al  B e  ( a te lle)    s a e B ela  ( t   ,   t  a  
)    elb  a bell ( t  e )    a ta a a te  ( a lle)    as t  

e e  ( l et, e a  e )    e e  a  e ke b , sta e 
( l et, e a  ete te  )   at  a e t ( a b ale  sb  

)    s le  l es, t s ( t  s,   a el  ast )    a a  
a  ( a b , e a  eb et)    la a , s ts ( t a t,   e se  

Bea  )    Bet a  k at k, sta e ( t  e )    l a  a at ( a b , 
e a  t  a l s ak  )    ess a e eat e , e tat l      

les ( e s,   Ba tlett )    a a  le ,    le- sta e 
( est a k t)    st  sb  ( )    elle ss ( e a  -

s )    l a a b  ( l et, e a  a ll )    t e  t  
(Be t )    ka t  ( a el )    ale e t e ( a ,   se elt 

)   ea  a  e  e s   ss sta ts t  kl  a  Be  k at k

  2007-08
 be l  Bea , le- sta e ( ta , a a a)    B tt e  astle-

be , les  s ts ( e lle, )    e e  a  e ke b , sta e 
( l et, e a)   as a e t, sta e ( l et, e a)     a  

la k, s t t  a e  t   s s ( l ssa t, )    s le  a s, s ts 
( a k a)    s le  l es, s s  s t t  a e  t  ( t  s, )   

 a a a , sta e ( t  e )    la a , s ts ( t a t, )   
 Bet a  k at k, sta e ( t  e )    ess a e eat e , e tat l  

    les ( e s, )    a a  le ,    le- sta e 
( est a k t)    a  a e s, e tat l   s ts  les  l   ( -

a a l s, )    atal e t e ( a l lle)    k a alls, le- sta e  
stee le ase ( l   e  )     a sle , s ts ( est s, )   ea  

a  e  e s   ss sta ts t  kl , Be  k at k a  a k all

  2006-07
 be l  Bea , le- sta e ( ta , a a a)    a  B les ( t  

e )    as a e t, sta e ( l et, e a)     a  la k, s t 
t  a e  t   s s ( l ssa t, )   etta a , le- sta e   
 s le  a s, s ts ( a k a)    a a st , le- sta e (Be t )   
 a ela  es ( a )    all  e, le- sta e ( all )    

e a ee , s t t  a e  t  ( a a l s, )    a  a -
e s, e tat l   s ts  les  l   ( a a l s, )    k a alls, 

le- sta e  stee le ase ( l )    t e  a e, l   ( a a l s, 
)   ea  a  e  e s   ss sta t a  les te a t

  1987-88        1986-87
a l a , le- sta e ( t  e )
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  2014-15
 all  Be b e  (Bl   ebbe   )    ll e a  ( a ee, )   
 le a a k bel ( ke  t  e   )   a  a es l e

  2013-14
 all  Be b e  (Bl   ebbe   )    B tt e  B este  ( e  

B )    a a  b  ( e lle)    ste  a  ( )    as a 
s ( )    a l tt e  ( a t  a a a )    ll e a  ( a ee)   

ea  a  a es l e

  2012-13
 a e B bee (Be t )    e a e  ( k e lle)    ste  a  

( )    st a  ( lle ,   a t  t e    )   
ea  a  a es l e

  2011-12
 le  e e e  ( als )    a e e (Belle lle)    B a a 
k  ( e ale)   ea  a   lbe te   ss sta t a  att a ks

  2010-11
  B ke ( la )    le  e e e  ( als )    a e e 

(Belle lle)    t e  a e ( llsta t  Belle lle est )    B a a 
k  ( e ale)

  2009-10
 al  B e  ( a te lle)    s a e B ela  ( t  , a a a  t  a )   
  B a  (Be t )    a ta a a te  ( a lle)    as t  e e  

( t  a s a e )    e e  e ke b  ( l et, e a  ete te )    
at  a e t ( sb )    a a  a  ( a b , e a  eb et)   

 l a  a at ( a b , e a  t  a ls ak )    t e  a e ( llsta t 
 Belle lle est )    l a a b  ( l et, e a  a  ll)    lt ea 

t  (  as t  )    ka t  ( a el )   a   lbe te

  2008-09
 al  B e  ( a te lle)    s a e B ela  ( t  , a a a  t  a  

)    e e  e ke b  a  ( l et, e a  ete te  )   B tta  ell   
a ssa s    a a  a  ( a b , e a  eb et e a )    

Bet a  k at k ( t  e )    l a  a at ( a b , e a  t  a ls ak  
)    a a  le  ( est a k t)    l a a b  ( l et e a  a  ll 
)    ka t  ( a el )   ea  a  e  e s

  2007-08
 ta s a Ba k ea  ( el )     Bea  ( ta , a a a)    

a t a el  ( l et, e a)    as a e t ( l et, e a)    a a 
a  ( t  e )    Bet a  k at k ( t  e )    a a  le  ( est 

a k t)    k a alls ( l )   a  e  e s   ss sta t a k all

  2006-07
as a t le  ( s e),   Bea  ( ta , a a a)   etta a  

( a s lle, ),  s le  a s ( a k a)    a a st  (Be t )    
all  e ( all )    a  a e s ( a a l s, )    k a alls 

( l )   ea  a  e  e s

  2001-02
 ea B k (Be t )   el a a ak    el ssa a  ( la )    ll  
kle  ( a te lle)

  1987-88
 a l a  ( t  e )

  1986-87
 a l a  ( t  e )

WOMEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY
Season Rosters

  2001-02
 a l a s ( t  e )    ate le a e  ( a )     Bake  ( t  

e ), sta e    e ell la k ( a b ale)    a  a  ( est a k t 
 a k t t  ), sta e    be t a  ( e ,   e s 

t  ), sta e  le- sta e    a t s ale  ( t a )    
 ee  ( a e t ),     a s a es ( t  e ), le a lt   

 a  ab k ( ee sla , st al a  t t ), sta e    st  
lle b e ( ea sb ), le- sta e    a k lle lle ( lta t), s s  

a el    a el alle  (Be t ), sta e    a k  ( a )    esse 
a s ( a sb )    ll e e s (Be se lle  e t  ), sta e    B ett 

t  (Be t ), le- sta e    aleb alle  ( t  e )    a el as 
( a ta)    e ek s  ( a a ,   eat  )    a el lb  
( e te lle  ast t  s e  ), sta e    a e ll e (Be t )   

ea  a  B e t a   ss sta t a  a  a ks

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD  (CONT.)



  2012-13
 a a  l  ( st - ale , )    ab el Ba t k, 1  ( a b ale)   
 a eel a te , 12  ( a )    st  as , 1 7  ( a kl , )    

a  let e  ( a sb )    tae le a , 1  ( st - ale , )   
 a el ee ( a )   e a , 1 7  (Belle lle)    e  

s ( e t , )    t  e , 174  (Bee  e, )    a k 
se  ( e )    a ell a k , 1 7  ( l ssa t, )    lt  ease, t  

( tts el )    le e s ( e ta)    k le  ask , 149  (Belle lle)    
a  t s , 1  ( s eb , )    B a  e s ( e l sb , )     

, 141  ( a se , )    B e a  ( a t )    le e  ( a et)   
 a  all se  ( a t  t )    st  a e , 1 4  ( e b ,   astle 

)    a ks  kle ( a kakee)   a   e  ate   ss sta t  st
  2011-12

 a a  l  ( st - ale , )    el  Beta t, 141  ( ss ee, )   
 s a B ts, 1 4  ( a s lle, )     a s ee  B st  ( st - ale , 
)     tae le a , 1  ( st - ale , )    t a  a s ( st -

ale , )   es s e a  ( l et)    e ek , 141  ( a s lle, )   
a  ls ( t  e )    alte  ska t, 12  ( k e lle)    ll a  

l ek ( a e t , )    e a , 1 7  (Belle lle)    t  
a e , 1  ( l et  e t al )    a  a , 141  ( t a )    s ea 

t - a l , 1 7-1  (Belle lle  ast )    ss t e  (Be t )   ea  
a   e  ate   ss sta t a   st

  2010-11
 st e  la , 149  ( le ela ,   B a le  e t al )    a  la  

, 12  ( a a , )    l t llala, 1  ( e ell, )    st e  le  
B e s, 1  ( e )    a  B s, 17  ( la  Bea , )    e ell 

a , 1  ( al sb , )    e es te , 14  ( a lle )    alte  
ska t, 12  ( k e lle)     le , 174  ( t a a,   a s  )   
 a l ee , 2  (Balt e,   t t  se  )    le  ll a , 

141  (B k el , )    e ek e, 149  (Be t   le  sla  )    
e  e, 197  (Be t   a e a k, , le  )    t  a e , 

1  ( l et  e t al )    a ett t e s, 1  ( t s e, )    a  
ee  ( t t , )    k lle , 22  ( a t , )    ael e, 

19  (Balt e,   b s  l  )    st  e ea , 1 4  ( ba 
t ,   tte   )    as els , 14  ( t   B t e  e )    

a  , 1  (B k el , )    e et  s e, 1  ( t  l e)    s 
a s, 1 4-197  ( t  Bab l ,     ss )    Blake latt, 141  ( a, 

)    et e s  a t e , 12  ( tle Bea , )    e ell , t  
( all )    s  a e , 149  ( a , )    a  all, 1  ( a t as lle, 

  a e   )    ll a  s , 197  ( a lest ,   alke  alle  
)    - ll tt -  t , 17  ( a al a)    le  s  (Bl e s, 

)    ael e a, 197  ( st e )    sa a  ll a s, 1  ( a e ll, )   
ea  a  e  ate   ss sta ts  a t,  st  a  a  k ta

  2009-10
 t  lbe stett, 1 7  ( a s  a  )    ea Bake , 1 -174  ( -
sb )    at e  a le  (  e,   t  est )    at a  

la k, ea e t ( e e s lle )     ll t , 1  ( a e  e ts  
ast t  s  )    a e  st, 141  ( a et   e  )     
lle , 1  ( a e  lls  a sb  )    t ell ls se , 197  ( a  

a- esb  )    e  e s ( e t e lle  a k a )     
es, 197  ( est a k t)    a a a e ( t a )    a  ee ( a  
)    e ell    ael e , 12  ( sb )    - ll tt 

-  t , 1 7  ( a al a)    be t s a k  (Be t )    e e  e, 
149  ( sb )     ll a s , 1 7  (Belle lle  as ta  )   ea  

a   e  ate   ss sta t a es  a t,  st  a  a  k ta
  2008-09

e e  lla  ( ast t  s  e  )    a  B l , 1 7  ( a al a)    
a b sta t, 1 7  ( el   a e  )    a e a , 141  ( a ks -
lle,   e B lles )   a  ls, 174  ( t  e )     ll t , 

1  ( a e  e ts  ast t  s  )     lle , 149  ( a e  lls 
 a sb  )   a b ake  ll a  ( e )    att e  B bba  a l , 
ea e t ( sb )    k el  ( t a )    a es  e e , 

1  ( as ta )    att e  ( a al a)    - ll tt t  ( a al a)   
 st  el  t a b, 1  ( ase lle  ll s lle )     ll a s , 

149 -174  (Belle lle  as ta  )   ea  a   e  ate
  2007-08

 a es B ke, 1 4  ( B s  k e lle )    st  B e, 141  
(Bl t , )    st  a le ( a t l)    e ek lt, 1 7  ( t  e )   

 a  es, 197  ( a b)    att B bba  a l , ea e t ( -
sb )     e e , 1  ( as ta )    ael tt a  ( ee sb , 

)    a  s, 1 4  (Be t )   be t e , 197  ( ee sb , )   
 e t , 1 7  ( est a k t)    st  t a b, 149  ( ll s lle)   ea  
a   e  ate   ss sta t a   a

WRESTLING
Season Rosters

WRESTLING
Post-Season Results / Ex-Warriors at 4-Year Level

  2012-13  /  
 

  , 
ea    (t e) abette ( )  a  

t  a  lle e, 12    la ka as 
( ) , 97   4  assa  ( ) , 
9    a e t al , 7    

t est lle e ( ), 7   7  l  
( ), 9    (t e)  a  este  

 ,  1  a e  l-
le e ( ),  

 ll- e a  
  1  st  as , 1 7  (4- ) e  e
   e e a  (  e t )  t tle, -2
   a ke   7  t  t e als,
   e  t all  a s le e t 
   t  s e a  e s e t a a st
    e  e a tl  at e ee -
   e  t   t   t,  sa   a
   e  ate   e e e  t t  
   s t  t e e t e t a e t a
   e e  t k a  sks   e t
   e  as al late , a  all 
   s at es e e ett  l se
     , 141  (4-2) e  le  
   as b k ( lls t ),  t , 9-2
    a  t s , 1  ( -2) e  
   e  a e  ( es ta est) 
   t , B-1 -4 

 
   e  ake lle e
  1  a ell a k , 1 7
  1  st  as , 1 7
  1  a  t s , 1
  2    , 141
    st  a e , 1 4
    lt  ease, 2
  4   k le  ask , 149

  2011-12  /  
 

 ll- e a  
   s ea t - a l , 1
   ll  b e, l st b  , t e  
   e  e t s ,  -4 e  e
   Be e  ( t est lle e,  
   ),  e  , a  1 -
   a  e  s  la  B s b
   ( este  )  t  

  
  

  1  t - a l , 1
  2  e ek , 141
   s  B ts, 1 4  (a a e  t  
       at als e t  es t  t e s) 

Class of 2010
  Eric Ellington

t  l  tate e s t  ( )

  Tony Williams
t e  ll s - a s lle

  John Fuller
e  e s t  ( )

Class of 2009
  Matthew “Bubba” McLaughlin

e s t   

Class of 2008
  Aaron Jones

t este  e s t
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  2006-07
  Ba e , 19  ( t  e )    ke B  ( e e a te, )    a es 

B ke, 1 4  ( B s  k e lle )    e a  ( e t al a)     
ll t , 1  ( ast t  s)    e e  ebel, 174  ( a s lle,   ate  e  

)    s  ee e, 1  ( t  e , )    a  all, 12  ( e   t  
e   )    e ek lt, 1 7  ( t a   t  e )    a k s  

( , )    ase t e la , 197  ( ell t , )    a  tt a , 12  ( , 
)    a  s, ea e t (Be t )    k ssle  ( e ta)    a  
b s , ea e t ( t  e )    a  se, 141  ( sb )    e 
t , 1 7  ( est a k t)    a e a e , 1 4  ( b s )     e ss  

( , )   ea  a   e  ate   ss sta t a   a

  2010-11  /  
 

 ll- e a  
  1  le  ll a , 1
  1   sa a  ll a s, 1
  2   st  e ea , 1 4
    et e s a t e , 12  

  2009-10  /  
 

 ll- e a  
  2   ll t , 1  ( a ee  7-14)

 
  1  ll t , 1
      t  lbe stett
       la k
      a e  st
       es

  2008-09  /  
 

 ll- e a
    ll t , 1
     B bba a l , ea e t 

  
    2  att B bba  a l , t

  2007-08  /  
 

 ll- e a
   a  es, 197
     B bba a l , ea e t



  2014-15
 ael  Bla es ( e t  est a k t )   atel  B a  ( t  e )   s t  

B e  ( t  e )    e a all  ( lke t   st e  )   as  
( ea sb   a lt    )   le  a  ( la )   e aes a a s 
( t  e )   e a l e  ( k e lle)    a ba ks ( t  e )   a  all a  
( s lle)    a l  a e s ( est a k t)    a l  at at (Be t )   

le s a s ( t  e )   e a  e e s  ( t  e )   a a a es ( alt lle)   
s le  a  ( est a k t)   all e el  (Be t )    ea s a e ( ee es)   

 ass  eal (Be t )   a  eal (Be t )   e e   ( est a k t)   a a  
a s  ( t  e )   a e  a  (Be t )   l ssa e s ( ea sb   )   

ael  a  ( t  e )   st e tte  ( ea sb   )   e  a  
( a el )    a  te s ( t e t  a e  lls )   a  kk  aB - a ll

  2013-14
 else  Bate ( al e   )    ael  Bla es ( e t)    t e  B  

( s lle  est a k t )    e a all  ( lke t   st e  )   
 a t  l st ( t  e )    a l  a e s ( est a k t)    a la a e  

(Be t )    bbe  a a  ( t  e )    aleeka e t ( t  e )    a a a es 
( elle   alt lle )    a a  e ees ( est a k t)    ake a  lle  
(Be t )    ea s a e ( ee es)    ass  eal (Be t )    ess a e s a  
( a te lle)    a a t a s ( tle )    a ke e all ( esse   )    

a t  ts ( t  e )    a l  ll a s ( alt lle)    a  te s ( t e t)   
a  kk  aB - a ll

  2012-13
 B ke Ba k ( e )    a Be a  ( t  e )    ll  B a t  

( a sb )    else  B kett ( s lle)    t e  B  ( est 
a k t)    a l  a e ( esse   )    al  ls ( t  e )    
a l e ba ks ( alt lle)    else  es ( t  e )    ebeka  as  

( elle   alt lle )    st e a ke ( elle   alt lle )    
a e  ( k e lle)    e a e ( esse   )    else  e a tta 

( k e lle)    l a le e ( t  e )    a a a as ( t  e )   
 ase  e  ( la )   ea  a  kk  aB - a ll

  2011-12
 ll  B a t  ( a sb )   a l  a e ( esse   )    a el a s ( t  

e )    B tta  asle  (B k e   st e  )   al  ls ( t  e )   
 a l e ba ks ( alt lle)    a a abat ( elle   alt lle )    

el ssa a a ( k e lle)    st e a ke ( elle   alt lle )   a e 
 ( k e lle)    e a e ( esse )    a l  s ( t  e )   

l a le e ( t  e )   a  ta  ( t  e )    a e t kes    ll e 
e  ( la )    ase  e  ( la )    a le  se a t ( alt lle)   

a  kk  aB - a ll   ss sta t a es a e  aB  a  Bla  ll a s

  2010-11
 t e  Bell (Be t )    l  B kle  ( s t   )    at e la k ( t  

e )    elsea  ( k e lle)    a a ab e  ( t  e )    b-
b e ba ks ( tt t   B )    st a all s ( t  e )    ss  a e e 
( k e lle)    B ea a  (Be t )    a a abat ( alt lle)    el ssa 

a a ( k e lle)    e a  le  (Be t )    l a e ( a a a)    
B ee e ( t  e )    elle ssel ( k e lle)    else  a e (Be t )   

 atel  atte s  ( la )    a  e ss ( a e t )    ll e e  
( la )   a  kk  aB - a ll   ss sta ts a e  aB  a  Bla  ll a s

  2009-10
 b  te  ( ea sb   )    elsea  ( k e lle)    

a a ab e  ( t  e )    a lee s ( t  e )    bb e ba ks 
(Be t )    a  ee e  ( t  e )    st a all s ( t  e )    le s 

a lt  ( t  e )    atas a ee a  ( el )    se  le  ( a e 
t )    B ee e ( t  e )    l  l a  ( ale )    a  e ss ( a e 
t )     est all ( s t   )    a a take  ( a te t )   
ea  a  kk  aB - a ll    B   2 - 9  2 1 -11

  2008-09
 b  te  ( ea sb   )    a lee s ( t  e )    bb e 
ba ks (Be t )    a  ee e  ( t  e )    le s a lt  ( t  e )   
 atas a ee a  ( el )    se  le  ( a e t )    l  l a  

( ale )     e est all ( s t    )    a a take  
( a te t )   ea  a  B bb  a e s   ss sta t a  B tt e sl e

  2007-08
 ll  tk s (Be t ),  a  Ba a  ( esse   ),  l ssa al le 

( t  e ),  ess a a s ( k e lle),  et e  lle  (B k e   
st e  ),  a e la  ( t  e ),  e a  ls  ( t  e ), 

 a e  e  ( t  e ),  a  e elbe e  ( a a a  k e lle ), 
 le  e a  ( t  e ),   le  ( t  e ),  a e  te  ( t  

e ),  a ke e as ( t  e ),  a e  e ell  ( esse   ), 
 a e  ebb ( ),  at  e a  ( la ),   est all ( s t  

 )   a  B bb  a e s   ss sta t B tt e sl e

  2006-07
 ll  tk s (Be t ),   B l  ( st e ),  sa  B  ( ), 
 a a a es ( t  e ),  l abet  ea e ( ),  B ke e k s ( t  

e ),  a e la  ( t  e ),  a essa e ell ( alt lle),  -
se  eas (B e  ),  a  t  (Bl   a   t  k ), 

 ase  e a  ( t  e ),  a a t  ( t  e ),  stal e  
( a b ale),  a e  te  ( t  e ),  a ke e as ( t  e ),  

ale a eatle  ( st e )   a  B bb  a e s   ss sta t B tt e sl e

  2005-06
 e a  Bass  ( esse   ),   B  ( t  e ),  a a a es ( t  

e ),  l abet  ea e ( ),  e a  e  (   B ),  s l  
 ( t  e ),  be  ea  ( t  e ),  ase  l a  ( ale ), 

 a essa e ell ( alt lle),  se  eas (B e  ),  a  
t  (Bl   t  k ),  ase  e a  ( t  e ),  e  

ee  (Be t ),  all  as ( t  e )   ea  a  B bb  a e s

  2004-05
 e a  Bass  ( esse   ),   B  ( t  e ),  e a  a  

(Be t ),  e a ba ks ( esse   ),  se  lle  ( t  e ), 
 e a  e  (   B ),  esle  a  ( al e   ),  be  

ea  ( t  e ),  ase  l a  ( ale ),  a e  lb sk  ( st e ), 
 a e a ell ( t el ),  all  as ( t  e ),  s le  tla t 

( al e   )  ea  a  B bb  a e s

  2003-04
 B tt e sl e (Be t ),  bb  B a s a  ( t  e ),  e a  a  (Be t ), 
 a la a s  ( st e ),  se  lle  ( t  e ),  e a  a  

( t  e ),  ase  a  ( al e   ),  a a  e b  ( esse   
),  a e  lb sk  ( st e ),  essa esle  ( a  t  e  

 ),  all  as ( t  e )   s  B bb  ( lle ) a e s

  2002-03
 B ke e s  ( st e ),  bb  B a s a  ( t  e ),  ta a 

B e (Be t ),  a la a s  ( st e ),  ebe a a e ( t  e ), 
 ss  e k sk  ( st e ),  a a  et al  ( esse   ),  a -

e  e le b e ( esse   ),  a a  e b  ( esse   ),  essa 
esle  ( a  ),  a e  b s  ( esse   )   s  B bb  lle

  2001-02
 B ke e s  ( st e ),  ta a B e (Be t ),  ss  a e ( esse   

),  ss  e k sk  ( st e ),  a a  et al  ( esse   ),  se  
e (Be t ),  a e  e le b e ( esse   ),  a e  be s  (Be t ), 

 a e  b s  ( esse   ),  b a  ll a s ( el )   s  B bb  lle

  2000-01
 ll  B e ( t  e ),  ll s  B elt ( t  e ),  ll  a e  ( t  

e ),  l  ks ( esse   ),  a ssa  ( t  e ),  ale a 
a ke ( alt lle),  Bla  a e  (B e  ),  se  e (Be t ), 

 e e e ( t  e ),  a el ss ( t  e ),  a ea ka  
( lke t   ),  a  ll a s (Be t )   s  B bb  lle

  1999-2000
 ll s  B elt ( t  e ),  ll  a e  ( t  e ),  a ssa  ( t  

e ),  Bla  a e  (B e  ),  e e e ( t  e ),  
ste  e (Be t ),  a e ebb ( esse   ),  B ke e lle  

( ea sb )   s  l e 

  1998-99
  Balt ell ( t  e ),  Bla  a e  (B e  ),  ste  e 

(Be t ),  a el a e s ( t  e ),  l e atts ( a  ),  
a e ebb ( esse   ),  e e  ls  (Be t ),  B ke e lle  

( ea sb )   s  l e  

  1997-98
  Balt ell ( t  e ),  esl  latt ( lke t   st e  ),  s le  

a la  ( t  e )    a el a e s ( t  e ),  ell  t  (Be t )    
l e atts ( a  ),  a e ebb ( esse   ),  e e  ls  

( s lle)   s  l e  

  1996-97
 ell  e kel ( k e lle),  at e t  ( a lle  a e t  ),  

ell  t  (Be t )    s a e e  ( la )
  1995-96

 ell  e kel ( k e lle),  a e e k  ( k e lle),  at e t  ( -
a lle  a e t  ),  eat e  ta t  ( k e lle),  e e  -
a  (Be t ),  s a e e  ( la )   s  a e a e all a

  1994-95
 eat e   (Be t ),  e e  a t  ( t  e ),  B ette a el 

( t  e ),  a  atte s  ( t  e ),  eat e  ta t  ( k e lle)   
s  a e a e all a  

  1993-94
 be  ss ( a e a  Be t  )    ta  ea  ( ea sb )    

CHEERLEADERS
Season Rosters
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e e  a t  ( t  e ),  B ette a el ( t  e ),  l e e 
e ( t  e )   s  a la ate

  1992-93
 a  Bas e  ( el    )    a e a e all a  ( esse   

esse - al e  )    be  ss ( a e a  Be t  )    ta  ea  
( ea sb )    e  lella  ( esse   -  )   s  a la ate

  1991-92
 a  Bas e  ( el    )    a e a e all a  ( esse   esse -

al e  )    b etta B a  ( k e lle),  lb e s  ( e ),  a  
elle a  ( k e lle),  e e   ( t  e ),  a  e s ( t  e )

  1990-91
 b etta B a  ( k e lle),  a a a e  ( al e ),  lb e s  ( e ), 
 a  elle a  ( k e lle),  e e   ( t  e ),  a  e s ( t  

e )    a e  lle  ( k e lle),  e a  ( t  e )   s  sa alte s
  1989-90

 a ee B  (Be t ),  sa  B k e  (Be t ),   s  
( la ),  a s t e (Be t ),  stal s  ( elle ),  a  

kle  (Be t )   as t,  a ee  ( ea sb )   s  stella t a
  1988-89

 a ee B  (Be t ),  e B kett ( la ),  stal s  
( elle ),  st e ell  ( esse ),  a  a a a (Be t ),   t  
( st e )   s  stella t a

  1987-88
 e B kett ( la ),  esl e le ( s lle),  te a e t 

( s lle),  l e ba ks ( esse ),  ea ss ( a e a),  st e ell  
( esse ),   t  ( st e ),  te a e alle  (Bl )   s  a la ate

  1986-87
 B a  ( la ),  e B kett ( la ),  esl e le (Be t  

s lle), ss  e  ( st e ),  ea ss ( a e a),  te  
(Be t ), e   es (Be t ),  te a e alle  (Bl )    Ba es ( est 

a k t), a e Bea  (Be t ),  le B kett (Be t ),  k  (Be t ), 
a k el e  (Be t ), t kett ( t  e ),  e  ( elle ), att ll a  

(Be t )   as t sa leas  ( ea sb )   s  a la ate
  1985-86

 a  a s ( t  e ),   B ess ( al e ),  e ks ( t  e ), 
 at  a le  (Be t ),  l a te  ( t  e ),  e  at e  ( esse ), 
 a a est a  ( s lle),  ebb e l  (Be t )   as t a a ats  

( ea sb )   s s a la t e s a  a eele
  1984-85

  B ess ( al e ),  e ks ( t  e ),  e esa a la  ( -
s lle),  e   ( lke t ),  b  l e  ( esse   esse - al e  ), 

 e a alle  (Be t ),  ebb e l  (Be t )
  1983-84

eta la k ( s lle),  e esa a la  ( s lle), a a s  (Be -
t ),  b  l e  ( esse   esse - al e  ),  le  (Be t ), ea ll a s 
( la )   te e a e  ( k e lle), al alls (Be t )   s  a la 

  1982-83
l e B l t ( la ), a B le  (Be t ),  ll s  B  ( est a k t), 
 a e a le  (Be t ), a e   (Be t ), ea ll a s ( la )   

asts  lke s  (B e  ), te e s  ( a s lle, )   
as t a ba (Be t )   

  1981-82
 ll s  B  ( est a k t),  a la a e  ( ea sb ),  a e 

a le  (Be t ),  b  lle  ( el ),   alle  ( ea sb )   as t 
at  a   s s le e l  a  sa ( a  ) e

  1980-81
 e  Ba el  (Be t ),  alel sa ke  ( a e t ),  ab a ast a  

( alt lle),  sa t ell ( est a k t),   alle  ( ea sb ),  
a  a e ( est a k t)   s s le e l  a  sa ( a  ) e

  1979-80
ee el  ( a k),  stal lle  ( el ), e esa a  ( esse   esse -

al e  ),  a e t  ( el ), a  a e ( est a k t), a  ebb 
( )   s  sa a  

  1978-79
 ll s a s ( t  e ),   a ,  stal lle  ( el ), sa  

a e ,   t ,  a e t  ( el )   s  sa a  
  1977-78

  a  ( t  e ),  e esa lella  ( esse ),  lle  s ( ea s-
b ),  e e a els ( esse ),   t  ( t  e ),  all  t tla  (Be t )

  1976-77
a e lle  ( esse )    a e  a e t ( t  e )     ll ( t  e )   

CHEERLEADERS  (CONT.)  e e  a  (Be t )    e esa lella  ( esse )    e e a els 
( esse )    all  t tla  (Be t )

  1975-76
 at  B st e e  ( k e lle)    ll B e  ( e le   )    sa 

la a a  ( t  e )     ll ( t  e )    e e  a  (Be t )   
 sa   s    le a a   (Be t )    Bet  alle  ( a a a)    
 lle  (Be t )   ast,   k (Be t )

  1974-75
 ll  k s,  la a B ,  l a ast a  ( alt lle),  le a a  

 (Be t ),  at  te ea ,   lle  (Be t )   s   a
  1973-74

 e esa B k e e  ( teele lle)    e  s e ( t  e )    l a 
ast a  ( alt lle)    e be s ( teele lle)    e a s ( t  e )   

 a  e ell (B e  alt lle )    a e ee tt ( esse )    
a e att ( teele lle)

  1972-73
 a  B  ( k e lle),  a  ba    sa  e  (Be t ),  

Be t ella t kes,   lle  (Be t )
  1971-72

 a  B  ( k e lle),  B e a a s ( t  e ),  a e  ( t  
e ),  ba ,  a e ll ( t  e ),  Bet  a e ( t  e ), 

 a et a e  ( t  e )
  1970-71

ebb e B  ( ea sb ),  ette les a t e ( t  e ),  a e 
ll ( t  e ),  ea a e  ( t  e )    Bet  a e ( t  e ), 
 a et a e  ( t  e )

  1969-70
 ebb e te  (Be t ),  e esa eat e s ( a e t ),   ee   

( t  e ),  ea a e  ( t  e ),  ette les ( t  e ), 
 a a e  ( t  e )   s  ebe a et tt

  1968-69
 k  Ba ke  ( a e t )    a  a a a  ( t  e )    ll s  la k 

( t  e )    e esa eat e s ( a e t )    a a  e  ( t  
e )    ebb e a s ( k e lle)   s  ebe a et tt

  1967-68
 B e a e att ( alt lle),  a  a a a  ( t  e ),  a a 

e s  ( t  e ),  ea  l  ( t  e ),  st e l k ( t  
e ),  eb  ta t  ( k e lle)   s  ebe a et tt

MT. VERNON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
  1966-67

 st e a be s ( t  e )    a a e s  ( t  e )    ea  
l  ( t  e )    Ba ba a a  ( t  e )    a e  al e ( t  e )   
 a  e  ( la )  

  1965-66
 e B lla  ( t  e )    a l ee ( t  e )    a e  al e ( t  

e )    e l a t  ( t  e )    a le e ate ( t  e )    a la 
ll a s (B e  )

  1964-65
at  e e  ( t  e )   a l ee ( t  e )   a  at e  ( t  e )   
e esa t e  ( t  e )   a la ll a s (B e  )

  1963-64
ette k se , a e a , a e elle ,  e ,   a  

at e
  1962-63

a e a e te , a la a a , ette k se , a a , a l  
as e  a  a letta eal  

  1961-62
e ee , B e e , s a l , at s a  la  ebb  

  1960-61
 Bella , B b e , B e e , a  a s a  la  ebb   

a ,  ee   s  a  a e
  1959-60

a les a e , s se e e , a  e e , a  e , ael  a  
la  ebb   a ,  ee   s  a  a e  

  1958-59
a  e s , s se e e , a  e e , all  k e  a  a  sle

  1957-58
all  k e , a le e tt , a  sle  a  l a sle

  1956-57
a e  a te b , a e  es, a  a , t  , a le ssell a  

a le e tt



LEE YEARWOOD  /  Men’s Basketball  (1960-1962)
Set a standard that had not been equalled at the time of his induction into the Warrior Sports 
Hall of Fame –  a career scoring average of 26.25 points per game for Mt. Vernon Community 
College Warriors.  A model of consistency, he averaged 26.5 ppg as a freshman in 1960-61 
(a record until 1996) and 26.0 ppg as a sophomore in 1961-62.  Finished with a record 1,050 
points in 40 games  –  a mark that was not surpassed until 1980 despite expanded schedules 
in later years  –  and still ranked No. 4 all-time at the time of his induction.  Mt. Vernon product 

as a -foot-10 guard ho made 1 field goals in 3  attempts  and scored 43 points against 
Canton in 19 1-   the former remained in the record book 38 seasons later, hile the latter 
total was bettered only once in that same time period.   Other records #14 took with him at 
the time of his departure    30 points in a single-season 19 0- 1   and most field goals 
made in a career ith 4 0.  That is eight records in all.  Failed to score in double figures only 
once in career and had less than 1  points only t ice.   He scored 0 or more in 34 of those 
games and tallied 30-plus five times as a freshman    31, 3 , 3 , 34 and 41 vs. aducah   
  and si  times as a sophomore    30, 30, 3 , 3 , 3  vs. the Murray State Freshmen  and 43.    

N   Also played two seasons for Baylor University and later taught and coached in Texas.   

MIKE McCLURE  /  Baseball Coach  (1971-1981)
Winningest baseball coach in team history was responsible for establishing a tradition-rich 
program that produced 25 winning records in the next 27 seasons after his arrival.  In 10 
seasons, his teams ere 31 -1 , for a inning percentage of . 38.  The Warriors earned 
three Southern llinois College Conference championships during his tenure    19 3, 19 4 
and Fall 1979  –  and ascended to a No. 2 statewide ranking (Region IV) and 20th in the nation  
in Spring 19 4, hen they finished 3 - .  Follo ing year his players finished 1-  in state ide 
stolen base race.  His spring record as even better    -118 . .  After finishing one 
game under-. 00 in his first try and 1 -13 the ne t, the unflappable mentor led his charges 
to records of 3 - , 9-1 , 40-18, 38- 1, 38-18, - 4, 41-19 and 3 - 8.  Many former players 
followed the Mt. Vernon native into the coaching ranks, including Sports Hall of Fame Charter 
Member Doug Creel.   N   Decided to give up college coaching following automobile accident 
while recruiting.  N   Assisted the man he succeeded as baseball coach, Jim Waugh, with 
men’s basketball from 19 1- .  The Warriors on S CC honors in 19 - 3 0-  overall .  N   
Woodlawn Grade School Teacher, Athletic Director and Boys Basketball Coach returned to 
RLC hardwood several times after that to claim junior high “state” championships.

DOUG CREEL  /  Men’s Basketball  (1978-1980)
Two-time All-Southern Illinois College Conference, All-Region IV and Region IV All-Star 
selection as -foot-3 for ard on ell-balanced quintets that ent 18-11 his freshman season 
and 21-12 the following winter.  When #14 set the single-season record for points scored 

ith 3  in 3  games as a sophomore, improving on the previous best by 13  points, he 
also established a career record ith 1,1 3 points 9 games   that broke Lee ear ood’s                  
18-year-old mark by 1 3 and stood for 1  seasons.  Also o ned season and career records 
for field goals made 8  in 19 9-80 / 4  and free thro s made 1 3 in 19 9-80 / 41 .  The 
single-season free throw record he shares kept his name in the record books entering the 
ne  millennium and he still ranked o.  all-time in scoring.  Averaged 3.0 ppg as a soph, 
19.9 for career.  etted 3  vs. askaskia as freshman.  N   All-conference shortstop for 
baseball Warriors hit .3  as soph and .31  for career, capped b y 41-19 team that claimed 
SICC title.  N   Starred his last two seasons for Jacksonville State  (AL).  N   In his second 
season as head coach at his prep alma mater, he took the Mt. Vernon Rams to the Elite Eight 
state finals in 199  for the first time in almost 30 years.  T o years later, he guided M THS 
to undefeated regular season and No. 2 IHSA Class “AA” ranking en route to 28-1 record. 

S S E W DWARD / Women’s Basketball 1981-1983
Seventeen years after her departure, this two-time All-Region XXIV pick still held 10 Lady 
Warrior records when she entered the RLC Sports Hall of Fame.  She also holds the unique 
distinction of being All-Southern Illinois College Conference as a freshman and All-Great 
Rivers Athletic Conference as a sophomore.  A 5-foot-7 guard, she was a unanimous all-
region choice shortly after concluding her uco career ith team records ith 1,3 8 points 
scored and a 3. -point average in 8 games, as ell as 11 field goals in 1,  attempts.  
Career standards were established on the strength of a sophomore campaign in which #22 
set similar records for points 849 , scoring average 4.3  and field goals made 3  and 
attempted (767).  Ranked second in state as freshman, sixth nationally, for point production.  
Mt. ernon To nship High School grad    here she ironically scored 1,3 9 career points  
  is one of four Lady Warriors to net a record 1  field goals in one game   she did it five times, 

including a game against Southeastern llinois during the 198 -83 season in hich she also 
set records for most attempts 3  and points 40, a mark that stood until 1989-90 and rated 
second all-time at the time of her induction .  Tallied 3  as freshman vs. Monmouth, 3  and 
3  both vs. Lincoln Land  as soph.  N   layed her last t o seasons at Eastern Washington.

CHARTER MEMBERS  /  CLASS OF 2000
REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 15, 2000

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 15, 2000

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 15, 2000

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 15, 2000

  LADY

148 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.



JIM “HUMMER” WAUGH  /  Basketball Coach (1966-1995)
Here is proof nice guys don’t al ays finish last.  n a coaching career that covered almost 
every sport the college offered, the man known affectionately as “Hummer” won friends for 
Rend Lake College hile inning 01 basketball games, including the first seven seasons in 
the prep ranks, 15 as coach of the Warrior men from 1966-81 and 14 with the Lady Warriors 
from 1981-95.  As a result, he earned induction into the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame in 1995.  He also spent 17 of those years at RLC as Athletic Director.   N   The 
gym was named in his honor during ceremonies November 18, 1995.  “Jim was a positive 
influence on every person he met,  resident Mark S. ern said,  and many former players 
are now involved in coaching.”  N   His Lady Warriors averaged 18 wins per season and 
made him GRAC “Coach of the Year” in 1987;  they posted 22-, 26- and 25-win campaigns 
from 1985-88.  N   The men on t o S CC titles and ere 0-  in 19 - 3 and 1-1  in 19 9-80.  
N   Twelve softball seasons (216-150) produced a third-place Region XXIV showing in 1991-92.  
N   He received the 1991 “Faculty Excellence Award” and was  NJCAA Region XXIV Women’s 
Director when he retired.  N   The Terre Haute, IN, native played three sports at Indiana State 
University.  He and his wife, Lila, are the parents of two daughters and have three grandsons.

A R L L   /  Softball  1993-199
She “owned” the Lady Warrior record book at the time of her departure for Southern Illinois 
University-Carbondale and a productive two-year playing career there.  Her name appeared 
at the top of the charts in four single-season offensive categories and seven of eight career 
rankings.  Si  years later, at the time of her Hall of Fame induction, the fleet-footed center-
fielder/pitcher still held both single-season and career marks for triples    0 and 9, respectively  
  and runs batted in    90 and 138.   N   Named Second-Team NJCAA All-America following 

sophomore season in which she drove in those 90 RBIs in 58 games to rank fourth nationally.  
The t o-time Lady Warrior Most aluable layer  led her team to a -8 spring record and 

reat Rivers Athletic Conference cro n as a freshman and a record 3 - 1 mark the ne t year, 
when she was 9-5 on the mound and hit a team-best .461.  N   Also earned All-Region XXIV 
and All-GRAC distinction both seasons and considered by many to be the best defensive 
outfielder to play for Lady Warriors.  Single-season records ere all set her second season 

hen her 94 hits included eight home runs.  Career- ise, she finished ith 1  hits 348 AB, 
a .4 1 average , 10  runs scored,  doubles and 13 home runs, all-time bests at the time.  N   
Slugging percentages ere even more phenomenal  . 0 in ’93-94, .838 in ’94-9 , .80  career.

BRYANT LOWE  /  Men’s Basketball  (1994-1996)
Honors are compelling:  First-Team NJCAA Division II All-America;  two-time All-Region 

 selection   t o-time All- reat Rivers Athletic Conference pick M  runner-up as  
soph).  N   Achievements are impressive   Third in the nation in scoring at .3 points per 
game and fifth in rebounds at 11.  as a soph  . . .  the -foot- , 190-pound for ard as the 
only ational layer of the ear  contender to rank in the top five of both.  Career records 
for points 1,490 , field goals 98  and rebounds 8   season marks as a soph for points 
84 , field goals 330  and average   the highest scoring RLC freshman ever as a 1-year-

old newcomer (645 points).  N   umbers are over helming   o. 34 topped 1 -year-old 
career scoring total by 31  and 3-year rebound standard by 4.   Scored in double-figures 
in all 0 games, ith 0 or more in  of 31 outings final season, 30 or more in 11   o ned 
si  of the 1 -best scoring performances, including second-best 43 vs. askaskia   led team 
in scoring 39 times, in rebounding  in both, 3  and in assists 19   highs of 0 rebounds, 
11 assists.   N   Warriors ere 0-1  in 199 -9 , 11-3 against Division  foes and ranked as 
high as No. 5.  N   For career, hit  F , 9  FT and averaged 4.8 points, 11.3 rebounds 
and 4.1 assists.  N  Starred last t o seasons for CAA Division  qualifier . of llinois-Chicago. 
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SPORTS HALL OF FAME
SELECTION COMMITTEE

* Wayne Arnold, Health Instructor / 2008 RLC Hall of Fame Inductee
* Cindy Corn, Health, P.E. and Recreation Professor / Women’s Golf Coach

Greg Hollmann (Mt. Vernon), Student Representative  ~  2000s
Jeff Johnston (Christopher), Student Representative  ~  1980s

* Bob Kelley, Former SID / 2012 RLC Hall of Fame Inductee / Rep  ~  1960s
John Kretz (Christopher), Former Player and Coach / Student Rep  ~  1970s  

Lisa rice, RLC Vice President of Student Services
* Jim Waugh, Former Coach and A.D. / 2001 RLC Hall of Fame Inductee

* Tim Wills, Health Education Professor / A.D. / Former Men’s Basketball Coach

PAST SELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bill Kirk (Mt. Vernon), Student Representative  ~  MVCC 1956-1967
David Farley (Mt. Vernon), Student Representative  ~  1967-1970s

Chip Basso (Sesser), Student Representative  ~  1990s
Cindy Caldwell, RLC Faculty Representative / Former Student-Athlete

Mark S. Kern, Retired RLC President / 2008 RLC Hall of Fame Inductee
Brent McLain, Former Assistant to President for Athletics / A.D. / Coach

Mary Roe, RLC Dean of Student Services
 Ed Ruffino, RLC Director of Business Services / STARS
Tara Sullivan, RLC Learning Enhancement Specialist

Larry West, RLC Vice President of Finance and Administration

 * ORIGINAL STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS
* Mike McClure, Former RLC Baseball Coach



JAYMIE COWELL  /  Softball (1995-1997)
First-Team NJCAA All-America selection as a freshman after leading 46-21 Lady Warriors    
to first-ever appearance in Women’s ational Fast- itch Softball Tournament   Second-Team 
All-America pick as sophomore.  nfielder/ utfielder from Bra il, , ent 9-for-11 in three games 
at Nationals, with three home runs and two doubles.   N   Great Rivers Athletic Conference 
M  and leading vote-getter on All-Region  team as a freshman.  Repeated All- RAC 

and All-Region honors the following spring.  N   Set team records as a freshman for hits 
(95), doubles (24) and home runs (17).  A year later, she added to hit mark (112) and doubles 
31  and established records for runs scored 8  and bases on balls 39  hile finishing 

second all-time to herself in home runs 1  and to Hall of Famer April Long in triples 13  
and RBIs (68).  N   Career leader in hits (207), runs (155), doubles (55), home runs (29) and 

alks 3 , second in triples 0  and RB s 1 3 .  Batted .4  for teams that ere 10 -4 -1.  
Slugging percentages ere .8  and .801, respectively   on-base averages .4 3 and . 9.  N   
Chosen for NJCAA entry in 1996 Canada Cup International Tourney.  N   Before coming to 
RLC, she helped orthvie  High finish second in the state as a senior and played for ASA 
National Champs.  Capped career at SIUC by being voted Second-Team All-Conference.

MATT ARMSTRONG  /  Men’s Golf  (1994-1995)
He asn’t the first RLC golfer to qualify for the CAA Division  Championships  . . .  Four 
individual Warriors preceded him.  But there is no doubt the team’s fortunes took a dramatic 
upswing with the arrival of the sophomore transfer from Florida Southern.   N The Massac 
County H.S. grad was medalist in four of eight fall events, then helped Coach Dave Smith’s 
squad to its first of eight straight Region  titles to qualify for the 199  Finals.  N   His 
fast start enabled the national ne comers to lead after each of the first t o rounds before 
settling for second behind defending champ Tyler T  r. College.  RLC shot 308- 91-31 -
295–1,206, nine strokes behind Tyler and 10 better than third-place Temple (TX).  N   First 
athlete in college history to rate First-Team All-America honors placed fourth individually, 
one shot out of third, thanks to his - 8- 8- 3 9  over the par-  Bryan ark olf Course 
in Greensboro, NC.  N   Captured the 18-team Highland 3  nvitational opening eekend 
of fall campaign by si  strokes 3- 4 14  and  follo ed ith ins in 4-hole ohn Wood 
nvite, Rock alley nvite - 1 143  and rain-shortened RLC nvite -3 113  after a delayed 
playoff.  One of four All-Region XXIV performers (76-72–148, tied for ninth).   N   layed 
his last two seasons for University of Mississippi, then professionally on a limited basis.

CAA D S   AT AL R ER-  ME ’S LF TEAM  1994-199
o Warrior team in any sport had ever advanced to the national finals until the 1994-9  golf squad did.  Eight years later, at the time of their Hall of Fame induction, no other Rend Lake 

College representatives had ever led the CAA Division  olf Championships as this group had the first t o rounds and no other RLC contingent  had been able to duplicate or beat their 
second-place finish despite seven more qualifying trips in a ro , including five more Top Si  sho ings.   N   Coach Dave Smith’s si th team as his first to be ranked o. 1 in the country 
and his first Region  inner  . . .   the first of eight to date  to earn him Coach of the ear  distinction and qualify for the D-  Finals.  N   RLC led by four after Day One and by two 
after 3  holes.  But the composite Warrior scorecard of 308- 91-31 - 9 1, 0  as nine strokes behind defending champion Tyler T  r. College and 10 better than third-place Temple 
(TX).  N   The balanced Warriors on the 0-team Rock alley nvitational in Rockford by 14 shots before returning home to claim its first RLC nvitational and then Region  honors 
with four All-Region performers.  N  CT RED L-R   Coach Dave Smith   Region  runner-up Scott ohnson Alton Marquette , ho qualified as an individual the previous year and 
was second individually at Rock Valley;  Sophomore Bryan Drew (Benton), beaten in a playoff after tying for RLC Invite honors;  First-Team NJCAA All-America honoree Matt Armstrong 
(Massac County), a sophomore transfer who was a four-time medalist in the fall, twice in the spring and and fourth overall in the NJCAA Championships;  Jeremy May (Staunton), Brandon 
Auld  ashville  and Assistant Coach Dale Brock.  Auld as runner-up at the Highland 3  nvitational, hile Dre  and May ere third at Lincoln and Rock alley, respectively.  N   Support 
for Johnson (144) in the Region XXIV Tourney at Jackson County Country Club came from Auld, 8th at 147, and Armstrong and Drew, tied for ninth at 148.  N   A second-round 68 at Bryan 

ark olf Course in reensboro, C, helped Armstrong  to a four-day total of 9  in the CAA Championships, nine shots behind the inner but ust one a ay from third.  Freshmen Auld 
and May ere 1 th 30  and 0th 30 , respectively.  May earned Second-Team All-America status the follo ing spring    11th overall    hen RLC finished third.     Both ohnson and 
Dre  had scores count three of the four rounds en route to a 308 and 31 , respectively.  ther contributors to the squad included erry Hale Mt. ernon  and Chris Hart McLeansboro .
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CHERYL WEIS  /  Women’s Basketball (1987-1989)
The 6-2 center from Mooresville, IN, stands tall in Lady Warrior basketball annals.  Fourteen 
years after her career ended, she remains alone at the top in number of games played (64) 
and No. 2 to Hall-of-Famer Susie Woodward in total points (1,175) and single-season points 
and average 30 and .8 as a sophomore .  N   She was a perfect complement to a veteran 
team her freshman season hich finished -8, second-best in team history.  That quintet 
started 14-0 and 18-1, claimed four-team tourney championships at Danville Area behind M  
Weis  and Le is and Clark and finished ith records for points , 00 in 3  games , scoring 
average 81.3 , F  1,101  and F  . 09 , ith a record 4  F  vs. Sha nee.  She netted 
double-figures in 4 of 3  games, averaged 13.9 ppg on 0.  accuracy and a team-high .9 
rebounds.  N   Sophomore figures ere even more dominant for a 19-14 squad    .8 ppg, 
8.3 rpg, 1.1 apg, leading scorer  times and top rebounder in 19 games.  She tallied 0 or 
more in 19 games, as many as 30 si  times ith a high of 33 vs. Sha nee   30 points and 1  
rebounds vs. Wabash Valley.  RLC repeated as champion of two tournaments.  N   Career 
stats for t o-time All-Region  and All- RAC pick    18.4 ppg, 9.  F  3 -90 , .8  
FT (101-149), 8.1 rpg (516), 1.6 recoveries, .8 assists.  N   layed last t o seasons at  S C.

JACE BUGG  /  Men’s Golf  (1995-1997)
The best golfer in Warrior history.  The facts support the claim  . . .  1) Third in the nation 
individually as a sophomore, a First-Team NJCAA Division II All-America honoree who led 
his team to a fifth-place sho ing     Si -time medalist during his uco career, including 
three of first four Mid est tournaments as a freshman   3  Captured CAA Long-Drive 
Contest  as freshman ith 313-yard effort, then helped squad finish third   4  A month after 
uco career concluded, he put RLC on national map by advancing to quarterfinals of .S. 

Amateur Championships;  5) Earned professional wins on Canadian Tour and Buy.com Tour, 
one notch belo  the A Tour.  N   Henderson, KY, native arrived as two-time H.S. All-Stater 
and was ninth in 1995 Kentucky State Amateur.  N   Won scorecard playoff in collegiate debut 
to claim 4-team Highland 3  nvitational.  Follo ed ith individual cro n at ohn Wood 
and one-under par 141 for Rock Valley title.  Runner-up at four-year Western Illinois U. Beu 
Classic.  Team won seven of nine Fall events.  N   Borro ed clubs to in Du age Classic 
the ne t fall as team on first si  events.  Follo ed ith 8- 9 13  triumph at Lincoln nvite, 
later shot opening 69 en route to medalist honors at RLC Invite.  Tied for second when RLC 
won third of eight straight Region XXIV titles.   N   Stroke average both seasons  –  74.0.

Jace Bugg dies at age 27
By leaner staff  /  Henderson,     December , 003

Professional golfer Jace Bugg of Henderson died Thursday 
evening at St. Mary’s Medical Center in Evansville after a 
13-month battle with leukemia.
Bugg, 27, was diagnosed with acute myelogenous leu-
kemia on November 1, 2002.  After being hospitalized in 
Las Vegas and Nashville, Bugg underwent a bone marrow 
transplant on May 12 of this year at the University of Texas 
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston.  Following the 
transplant, Bugg returned home to recover but suffered 
a relapse in October.
Bugg had been in contention for a spot on the PGA Tour 
before his diagnosis.  He earned his membership on the 
Buy.com Tour with his victory at the 2002 Arkansas Clas-
sic after earning a spot in the tournament as a Monday 
qualifier.  Bugg spent much of the season in the top 10, 
coming close to earning his PGA Tour card until missing 
the last part of the season with a wrist injury prior to his 
diagnosis.  He ended up 29th on the season’s money list.
Bugg played on the Canadian Tour for three years.  He 
won the South Carolina Challenge in 2001 and finished 
fourth on the Tour’s money list for the year.

CURTIS SMITH  /  Men’s Basketball (1980-1982)
icture-perfect ump shot netted -foot-1 Benton product membership in Warrior 1,000- oint 

Club (1,080, No. 2 all-time at time of graduation) and induction into RLC Sports Hall of Fame 
(third-best 22 years later).  N   Sophomore season also ranked o.  at time ith 31 points.  
N   All-Southern llinois College Conference and team M  as soph after 1-11 campaign 
in which he averaged 19.7 ppg for league co-champs who set RLC records with 62.6-point 
defensive yield  –  next-to-lowest in Illinois  –  and number of victories.  Warriors won 12 of 
last 16 games.  N   No. 20 tallied career-best 41 points in 90-84 win over Lewis and Clark 
and helped squad capture RLC epsi Classic and finish runner-up in Land of Lincoln Clas-
sic.  N   Freshman season produced LLCC Classic-record 38 points 1 -  F  vs. akton, 
with nine rebounds, and 27 points (12-18 FG) and 12 rebounds vs. Southeastern Illinois.  
N   Second with 14.0 average freshman year for team that scored 90 or more seven times 
en route to 18-15 mark.  N   Career stats  –  64 G;  455-980 FG, 46%;  170-225 FT, 76%; 16.9 
ppg;  266 rebounds (4.2);  168 assists (2.6).  N  Guard/forward played for four coaches 
with 500-plus wins  –  Rich Herrin (Rangers), Jim Waugh and Mitch Haskins (RLC) and Lee 
McKinney (Missouri Baptist)  –  later enjoyed coaching success himself at junior high level.
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RICK GAEBE  /  Baseball (1984-1986)
Woodlawn product capped record-setting career by receiving Silver Louisville Slugger bat 
as National Junior College All-American.  N   Boasted career .3  batting average 3 - 41  
for Warrior teams that went 52-26 and 82-26, capturing Great Rivers Athletic Conference, 
Sectional and Region XXIV championships in sophomore campaign. N Established Warrior 
standard with 151 hits as soph, thanks to .421 All-GRAC performance  –  .402 overall for fall  
  and .391 average that spring as team advanced to reat Lakes District and fell one in shy 

of first-ever CAA World Series berth.  N   Also set RLC career marks for hits, runs scored 
(180) and games played (184).  Records he left with that have since been broken include 
115 runs, 10 triples and 61 stolen bases (in 68 tries) in 1985-86.  N  Ideal No. 2 contact hitter 
struck out 46 times in 740 plate appearances (1:16);  exceptional bunter with good quickness 
and speed. Career    .438 on-base percentage  91-10  stolen bases.  N  Second baseman 

ore o. 1  and as equally impressive defensively, making 1  errors in first 1 1/  seasons 
(106 games).  N  Southern llinois layer of ear  as prep senior started last t o collegiate 
seasons for SIU Salukis, where he was joined by two-time All-GRAC pick Cliff McIntosh.  N  
Back-up point guard for Warrior cagers.  N   Coached baseball and basketball at Okawville.

RA D  LEMA   /  Baseball • Basketball  19 -19 4
As freshman, sturdy -  for ard helped Warriors finish 0-     the only 0- in season in  the 
program’s first  years  and earn first Southern llinois College Conference cro n at -1.  
Following winter he averaged 17.2 points, 9.9 rebounds.  N   As soph, imposing righthander 
helped pitch 3 -  team to S CC cro n, o.  Region  state  and o. 0 national rankings.  
N  His re ard   nique status as the lone dual-sport All-Region player in first 49 years of 
MVCC-RLC athletics.  N   Mt. Vernon product left with records for mound wins (9), Ks (68) and 
shutouts Spring ’74. Tossed 9-0 no-hitter vs. Kaskaskia April 20. Named All-Great Lakes District 
and All-S CC.  Squad started -0, later reeled off 13 ins in ro   for one of 10 team records.  
The ’ - 3 Warriors first to post inning mark at 1 -13, inc. nine-game streak, and shared 
league title.  N  First-year cager benefited from -9 mate and balanced cast. Earned starts 
thereafter with 17-pt., 12-reb. debut vs. W. Kentucky Voc., reached double-digits 14 times with 
0 in T in at Sha nee and had 9  rebounds 1  times high, 1 .  Avg. 9.1 ppg, .3 rpg.  N   

Team M   / All-S CC ne t year, netting 10 or more in 3 outings ith seven 0  games  33 
vs. Logan, 30 ith 1  boards vs. S E and -1  combo vs. W .  N   Career   83 pt. 13.1 , 
47.8% FG, 69.5% FT;  447 reb. (8.6).  N   Continued career in both sports at Marian College (IN).  

REGION XXIV AND REAT R ERS ATHLET C C FERE CE CHAM SH  BASEBALL TEAM  198 -198
Record-rich team claimed reat Rivers Athletic Conference cro n in Fall at -3 and captured Spring Sectional and Region  honors hile finishing 8 -  overall.  N  Came closer than any RLC 
team to advancing to CAA World Series.  ndefeated Warriors needed one in final day of three-team reat Lakes District Tourney   instead, follo ing t o-day delay in soggy Chicago suburbs, 

rand Rapids M  s ept doubleheader to spoil 49-10 spring finish by Coach aul Evans  Co.  N   Nine of 11 individual offensive records and eight team batting marks established in the process.  
N  Team records still standing 0 years later    Fall Wins -3, each loss by a  run   RAC Wins   Spring Wins - 3   Combined Wins   Batting Average .330   Hits 1,0 8   Doubles 1 1   Triples 
40   Stolen Bases 193, tied , and Shutouts 1 , tied .  N   Rated mention in SA Today hen three RLC hurlers tossed no-hitters ithin si  days.  Cliff Mc ntosh shut out arkland, 10-0, Doug 

Ridner stopped askaskia, -0, and erry Boldt blanked aducah, -0.   N   Sophomore 2b Rick Gaebe received Silver Louisville Slugger bat as a National Junior College All-American.  Two-time 
All- RAC -DH-1b Mc ntosh as voted M  as soph and as oined on all-league squad by leadoff hitter-CF oe Humeston, aebe, Boldt, Ridner and rookie Head Coach Evans.  N   Records 
included those belonging to o.  hitter aebe 1 1 H, plus career marks of 3  H, 180 R, 184   Humeston 3  B, 0 career   Mc ntosh  shutouts, 9 career , and Reliever Brian Lee 11 saves, 
1  career .  Standards erased later  aebe’s 11  R, 10 3B and 1 SB   13 HRs by Humeston and SS Tim Dressler   9  RB s by Mc ntosh   9 alks by 1b Chad Weiss, and Warrior runs 4 , home 
runs (65) and RBIs (655).    N   aebe and Mc ntosh started ne t t o seasons for S C   Dressler did like ise at Missouri,  Humeston and Ridner ith Cumberland and  Bobby Beard ith uincy.  
Freshman F Rick Strickland starred his last t o years at Austin eay before playing professionally in ankees organi ation    Steve Scoville ansas State  and F Mark Rosen ndiana-SE  also 
played at next level.  N  CT RED L-R   Front, Strickland 1 , aebe 1 , C Bill England 1 , Rosen 33 , F eff o ers , F im Carlson  and Beard 3   middle, F Shane Cole 9 , 3B 
Bobby eth 3 , Humeston 4 , Mc ntosh 44 , F Tom eiger 4 , Lee 30 , Dressler 0  and Scoville   back, Asst. Coach Don alkstein,  eff Smith 31 , C Brian Etter 1 , Weiss 11 ,  Mike 
Brechun 34 ,  Todd Mitchell , Ridner 49 , Boldt 3  and Evans.
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CLASS OF 2007 / CLASS OF 2008

CLIFF MCINTOSH  /  Baseball (1984-1986)
Already a Hall-of-Famer as member of 198 -8  squad inducted in 00 , this itcher-First 
Baseman-Designated Hitter joins teammate Rick Gaebe as an individual honoree.  N  All-Great 
Rivers Athletic Conference Most aluable layer  as sophomore follo ing fall campaign 
in hich he batted .404 3 -89  ith 1  e tra-base hits and  RB s  WRB  and posted 

-1 mound record ith .13 ERA for -3 champs -3 overall .  N  All-GRAC as freshman, 
also, thanks to .413 average 19-4 . N  Second-Team All-Region first season, First-Team 
All-Region XXIV the following year.  N  Clean-up hitter departed with all-time single-season 
best of 96 RBIs in 108 games and career-high 22 complete games (tied).  Southpaw still 
boasts team standards for shutouts in a season five as soph  and career nine .  N  The 
1985-86 club established 10 records that remained in the book 20 years later.  N  layed 
ma or role in that magical 8 -  combined season ith those 9  RB s, .341 BA 11 -343 , 
9 doubles, nine HR and  BB, along ith team-highs of 13 ins and 1  innings pitched.  

N  o-hit gem vs. arkland W, 10-0  included.  N  Career stats for No. 44 on teams that 
ere 134-     .338 BA 18 - 1 , 100 R, 43 B, 1  HR, 148 RB , 110 BB,    1-19 in 
08 , 194 , 3.1  ERA.  N  Clay City product played last two seasons at Division I SIUC.

JENNIFER CALANDRILLA  /  Softball  (1997-1999)
Give NJCAA All-America voters credit:  They know deserving players even when they may 
not get to see them.  The Lady Warriors’ best showing in her two seasons was a third-place 
Region Tournament finish, yet the first sacker became only the second softball player in school 
history to be recognized as a First Team All-America selection thanks to incredible statistics 
the spring of her sophomore season.  N  The left-handed power-hitter produced one-third 
of her team’s runs from the o. 3 spot in the order, ith 1 RB s in 4  games.  After hitting 
one home run in her first 1 1/  seasons, she crushed seven that spring.  NHer team-high 
.404 batting average -13  as accompanied by .4  on-base and . 4  slugging percent-
ages.  She also contributed 28 of her 20-20-2 team’s 68 extra-base raps (three triples and 18 
doubles  hile scoring 3  runs.  N  She as no one-season onder, ho ever,  batting .3 0 
and .30  in split freshman seasons    .330 combined - 33     and .3 4 8- 9  in the fall 
as a soph.  N  Career stats for 43-31 and 3 - 9 teams    .3  BA 1 0 hits, o. 3 at the time , 
86 R, 121 RBI (third), 50 doubles (second), 11 triples.  N  As soph, ranked second all-time 
behind Hall-of-Famers in doubles (27) and RBIs (76).  N  Two-time Indiana prep all-stater and 
record-setter for Bra il orthvie  softball factory finished career at ndiana State niversity. 

CAA D S   ME ’S CR SS-C TR  AT AL CHAM SH  TEAM  001- 00
The second Men’s Cross-Country team in Rend Lake College history began its season ith a most unlikely 1- -3-4 individual s eep as the only uco entry in a 13-team field of four-year rivals in 
the Hanover (IN) College Invitational;  Medalist Ian Hornabrook and the Warriors checked in with 19 points, compared to 77 for second-place Bellarmine (KY).  “The greatest team race I have ever 
been a part of,” Coach Brent McLain said.  N  That no doubt left an impression on NJCAA voters, who made RLC the No. 1 team in the country in Division II.  N  The Fall 2001 campaign ended on an 
even higher note as the Winged Warriors became the first team in college history to capture an CAA ational Championship, earning ational Coach of the ear distinction for McLain.  Freshman 
Hornabrook ueensland, Australia  as the individual inner over the 8,000-meter East Lansing, M , course, follo ed closely by third-place David Dia  Sophomore / West Frankfort  as First-Team 
All-America honorees.  Soph Daniel alley Benton  in 11th and Freshman Will Siemers Bensenville  in 14th rated Third-Team All-America as the Warriors placed 1-3-11-14-3  in ured Freshman 
Robert Duncan / Seipio,  to claim the cro n, - , over runner-up aradise alley C.C. A  in a 14-team field.  Even if Duncan had not been able to finish on a bad leg, the Warriors ould have 

on thanks to either Soph Tim och Mt. ernon  or Freshman Eric Baker Mt. ernon  in 41st and 43rd, respectively.   N   “Unbelievable,” McLain described the feeling afterward.  He was forced 
to fight back tears of oy.   as so happy for the team.  They anted it.  And they orked hard to achieve it.  t is a great day for us  . . .  an outstanding accomplishment for our school and our 
program.”  N   F , the 1- -3-4 s eep in Hanover included Dia  second, Duncan third and alley fourth, ith  separating the top four.  Siemers as ninth.  N   The 19-year-old Hornabrook, 3rd in 
the 001 World unior Championships, as RLC’s top runner in every fall event, including a 1-34 Region  title over Danville Area . Dia  4. alley  . Siemers  8. Duncan .  N   McLain  Co. 
prepared by competing against first-rate four-year programs    runner-up to the hosts at the Eastern llinois pen   10th behind inner orthern Ari ona in the ndiana State nvite, and eighth in the 
15-team SIUC Saluki Invitational won by Indiana State.    N   CT RED L-R   Assistant Coach Roger Smith, Siemers, Dia , och, Duncan, Hornabrook, alley, Baker, Soph Brett Smith Benton , 
Freshman Emmanuel Wilbourn (Centerville) and  McLain.
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EL ABETH ASE   /  Women’s olf 1999- 001
CAA Second-Team All-America honors as a freshman in Spring 000. anama City Beach 

product placed ninth overall out of 3  ith rounds of 88-81-89-80 338, an unbelievable 
 strokes lo er than her nearest teammate even though the first Women’s olf squad in 

school history finished si th-in-the-nation in Sha nee,  coincidentally,  better than 
Region XXIV runner-up and seventh-place John A. Logan).  N  Spring M  finished fourth 
tied  in five-team Mc endree nvite at 8 -81 1  and captured medalist honors at si -team 
AL Tourney ith 80-83 1 3 in last t o spring outings prior to CAA Finals.  N  Two-time 

All-Region honoree returned as a sophomore to national finals ith a 3  total 30th   her 
score as second-best for o.  Lady Warrior squad that improved 3  strokes over previous 
year.  N  While helping squad claim t o Region  cro ns, -foot-4 standout finished 
fourth as a freshman (85-89–174) and third as a soph (84-88–172).  N  All-tourney at 18-team 
Illinois Wesleyan Invite (18th) and RLC Mary M. O’Neal Classic (5th) in Fall 1999;  McKendree 
medalist  and Embry-Riddle 3rd  in Spring 001.  N  Starred for Arkansas Tech last two 

years.  N  Returned to assist Coach Cindy Corn in 2004-05 when team was fourth in NJCAA 
Championships.  N  Member of L A and current Club Teaching ro in Florida hometo n. 

WAYNE ARNOLD / Coach-Sports rofessional 19 3- resent
“I was just doing my job,” explained the humbled honoree when informed in Fall 1995 a facility 
on-campus was to be named the Wayne Arnold Aerobics Super-Circuit Fitness Center.  But 
many duties he performed ere not part of any ob descriptions during five years at Mt. ernon 
C.C., 22 years before retirement from Rend Lake College and 17 years (and counting) after that 
by the Health, .E. and Recreation nstructor and Department Chair . . .  N  Two seasons as the 
second Basketball Head Coach for the MVCC Warriors;  he also started the baseball program 
and as Head Coach in 19 3- 4 and 19 4- .  N  Eight years as Women’s Softball Assistant 
under Jim Waugh and David Ellingsworth (1991-99, including NJCAA National Tourney).  
Men’s Basketball Assistant under Waugh (1969-71) and Baseball Assistant for Mike McClure 
(1978-79). N  He kept the scorebook or clock for Men’s Basketball from 1974-87 and for the 
Lady Warriors since then.  N  The campus fitness guru, no  , maintained team records 
and volunteered his services for the SICC and Region, junior high state tournaments, Special 
Olympics and Senior Olympics.  N  He was an early advocate for the Aquatics Center and is 
recognized as Father of both the Fitness Center and the Sports Hall of Fame.  N  Bonnie native, 
Sesser H.S. grad and longtime Mt. Vernon resident received the Faculty Excellence Award for 
1988-89.  He and his wife, Ailene, are parents of a son, Gary, and grandparents of Lydia Arnold.

MARK S. KERN / Rend Lake College resident 1991- resent
The fifth full-time resident and longest-serving  as the first college employee recogni ed 
for 3  years of service in 004.  During his 1 -year tenure as chief administrator, Warrior / Lady 
Warrior programs e panded threefold, from five teams to 1  in addition to competitive dance 
and cheer squads.  N  RLC gained national attention with four NJCAA Championships (Men’s 
Cross-Country , si  runner-up finishes four in Men’s ndoor Track / Field, t o in Men’s olf  
and 27 other Top Ten showings.  N  The college boasted six Academic Teams of the Year with 

As of 3.0 or higher in both 004-0  and 00 -0 , topped by 1 Academic All-Americans. N 
Record enrollments, innovative educational programs and campus growth are his legacies, 
including the sports-related Aquatics Center  Hitting one  outdoor track  Learning Enhancement 
Center; Walls of Fame / Honor; bicycle-walking trail, and RLC Golf Outlet.  N  Kern joined the 
RLC faculty in 1968-69 and helped start the Ag program; he also introduced Advisory Councils, 
Cooperative Education and Community Ed.  N  He served previously as Dean of Instruction 
/ College Dean, Dean of Community Services and Department Chair.  N  The athletic-minded 
inductee played basketball for Rich Herrin at Benton H.S. and as a first-rate softball pitcher.  
Four of his five children ere collegiate athletes.  ern operates a 0-acre beef co  farm in 
Sno flake and received the 001 State ide Commercial roducers A ard.
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On-campus RLC Walls of Fame salute
academic excellence, athletic triumphs
 To recognize academic ex-
cellence and athletic triumphs 
of both past and future Rend 
Lake College student-athletes 
and Warrior/Lady Warrior 
teams, memorial Walls of Fame 
have been created on-campus 
by the RLC Foundation.
 Completed in December 
2006 on the Aquatics Center 
lawn, the four-piece, eight-
panel brick walls honor indi-
vidual and team achievements 
in sports and academics since 
the comprehensive, public 
two-year community college 
came into existence in 1967.  
 Two additional panels near 
the south entrance to James 
“Hummer” Waugh Gymna-
sium salute student-athletes 
and teams rating outstanding 
academics, according to the 
National Junior College Ath-
letic  Association (NJCAA).

 Academic All-America is 
awarded by the NJCAA to 
student-athletes who main-
tain a minimum 3.6-point 
grade-point average (4.0 scale). 
Distinguished Academic All-
Americans are those with GPAs 
between 3.8 and 4.0.
 To qualify as an NJCAA Aca-
demic All-America Team, the 
collective GPA of all members 
must be at least 3.0.
 Both Male and Female 
Scholar-Athletes have been 
honored annually by Rend 
Lake College since 1992-93, 
with the exception of one year.  
Recipients are determined by 
their successes and commit-
ments on and off the playing 
field, as well as GPAs.
 A Wall of Honor near the 
center of campus by the Staff 
Clock Tower recognizes other 
students, alumni and staff.      



CLASS OF 2009  ~  SPRING  /  FALL

ANGELA ROBINSON  /  Softball (1995-1997)
Boasts the distinction of being the first and only  RLC pitcher to in a game in the CAA 
Championship finals.  That came May 1 , 199 , hen she allo ed one earned run, struck out 
five and alked no one in 3- , complete-game triumph over South Suburban L  in  Women’s 

ational Fast- itch Softball Tournament debut by Lady Warriors.  N  Set single-season mark 
for mound wins with 26 as freshman (10-2 Fall / 16-5 Spring), then topped that the following 
year ith 9 14-1 Fall, 1.33 ERA / 1 -9 Spring, despite 1.13 ERA .  N  Departed with career 
records for wins (55-17), appearances (77), innings pitched (466), complete games (64) and 
shutouts (16).  Finished No. 2 all-time with 1.44 ERA and 262 Ks.  N  One-half of dynamic 
pitching duo ith Amanda er enski helped Coach Dave Ellings orth’s team capture Region 

 title and finish 4 - 1 in ’9 -9  and 1- 1 in ’9 -9  9-  Fall .  Teammates also included 
Hall-of-Famer Jaymie Cowell.  N  ther records included 34 C , 4  appearances and 48 

/3  as soph.  Fastball / riseball specialist allo ed one base on balls every 10.4 innings, 
with 5.8:1 strikeout-to-walk ratio.  N  Johnston City product faced one over minimum in 
13-strikeout, 8-0 no-hitter vs. S C April 8, 199 .  N  Two-time All-GRAC, All-Region XXIV and 
All-Region Tourney.  N  All-MIAA pitcher for Central Missouri State University as a junior.

DAN DEMENT  /  Baseball (1996-1998)
“The guy who makes us go,” as Coach Rich Campbell described him, was destined for the 
Hall of Fame from the get-go.  N  Shortly after his arrival, the second baseman from upstate 
Frankfort, L rovidence Catholic H.S.  stepped into the Warrior batter bo  and hit .39 .  N Hit 
.410 that spring, .408 overall 9 - 38  as a freshman   split-season totals as a sophomore  .4  
Fall / .410 Spring  amounted to a .4  average 9 - 30 .  N  The latter mark fell just shy of 
the Warrior single-season standard of .430, but his .41  career composite ranks as the best 
all-time and helped merit First-Team All-America distinction in 1998.  N  Consider:  for teams 
which produced eight NCAA D-I signees and eight other four-year recruits, the go-to guy led 
RLC all four distinct seasons in runs scored 13  total  and triples school-record 9   he led 
three of the four in hits, RBIs (125), average, games played (140) and at-bats.  N  As a soph, 
he was No. 1 in all but one offensive category, including home runs (10).  N  ther totals   3  
B, 1  HR,  SB and 0 BB.  Reduced s from 43 first year to 1 .  N  Warriors ere 39-19 Region 

 champs    for the second time    advancing to reat Lakes District finals in ’9  and 33-17 
in ’98.  N  T o-time All-Region, All- RAC and team M  starred at Alabama-Birmingham 
and played professionally eight seasons with Devil Rays and Nationals, advancing to Triple-A.  

CAA AT AL FAST- TCH AL F ER 9th   /  RE   S FTBALL CHAM   199 -199
Freshman-dominated team captured first Region  title in dramatic fashion over perennial po er llinois Central and then on opening game in first-ever appearance in CAA ational Fast-

itch Championships in Hutchinson, S, behind ell-balanced lineup featuring First-Team All-America F/ F aymie Co ell Bra il, , orthvie , Second-Team All-America CF icole Murray 
Herrin  and fello  All- RAC and All-Region Tournament itchers Angela Robinson ohnston City  and Amanda er enski Mt. ernon .   N   After limiting all three  Sectional foes to one run, 

the Lady Warriors were undefeated in Region XXIV play before dropping a 2-1 decision to defending champ/host ICC, winner of 10 of the last 11 Regionals.  A six-run third inning led to a 9-2 RLC 
triumph in the double-elimination finale, ho ever, as the clock approached midnight.  N   Coach Dave Ellings orth’s squad asted no time proving it belonged in the 1 -team national finals, 
beating upstate South Suburban, 3- , before losing to 33-3 Lakeland H , 4- .  Elimination and ninth-place  came via a - , e tra-inning setback to 0-9 ndian Hills A , ith the potential tying 
run stranded at third base in the bottom of the ninth.  Cowell, who homered in the seventh to tie the game, was a collective 9-for-11, including three hits in all three games, three HR, four RS and 
three RB .  A si th-inning sacrifice fly from aime Bernard Wayne City  led to the 3-  decision, RLC’s seventh one-run spring in   C Shanna Tolbert ohnston City  added three hits in the -  
setback.  N  Lady Warriors ere 1 -8 in fall, but started off 4-  in spring before inning 14 in a ro  and going -  overall entering the CAA finals 31-13 Spring .  Their 4 - 1 mark as an all-
time record until most of the same freshmen returned to go 1- 1 the ne t year 9-  / 3 -1 .  N   Robinson finished the combined season -   Robinson- er enski or vice-versa finished 1-  in 
the record book in almost every pitching category.  N   Five players boasted batting averages of .300 or better    Co ell, .4   Murray, .3 4   Tolbert, .330   RF elley McCree Herrin , .30 , and 

er enski, .300.  Co ell set single-season records for hits 9 , doubles 4  and home runs 1 , nine more than previous high .  Co ell and Murray had  and 4 RB , respectively.  N   CT RED 
L-R   Front, Assistant Coach Ronnie Ressel, Tolbert, McCree, Murray and Co ell   middle, er enski, C ena Atchison Sesser- alier , SS Tanya Bird inckneyville  and 3B immy Mc eal 
Herrin   back, Region  Coach of ear  Ellings orth, F/D.H. Tam en Montgomery Marion , Assistant Coach Wayne Arnold, Robinson, F Theresa Sumner inckneyville  and Bernard.
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CLASS OF 2009  ~  FALL

T DD REE   /  Track and Field 001- 003
To be honest, this Wayne City product as one of the biggest flops in the history of RLC 
athletics.  So what is he doing in the RLC Sports Hall of Fame?  The high-jumper perfected 
the Fosbury Flop technique well enough to soar a Warrior-record 6 feet 10.25 inches  –  2.09 
meters    and claim the 003 CAA ndoor Track and Field Championship individual title.  
N  reen arrived Fall 001, a year after his graduation from high school, and placed fifth 
Indoors and third Outdoors.  The following year, he made it four All-America Awards in four 
tries by finishing fifth utdoors.  N  Thanks to his efforts, the Warriors finished runner-up for 
the first time as a team ndoors 003 and seventh utdoors, a best at the time.  N  Outdoors, 
Warrior .R. as  feet 9.  inches .0 m  at the Alabama Relays as a soph.  That as a 
school record until surpassed the follo ing spring by Mike etrone’s -10.  .10m .  N  
Won three Region XXIV titles.  N  After helping Junior High team to unexpected state title, 
the 6-foot-2 competitor jumped 6-8 (an inch higher than the large-school winner) as a senior 
to win 2000 IHSA Class A title.  N  reen returned to S C, here he first enrolled but as 
not eligible to compete, for last two seasons but was slowed by injuries.  N  All-time best 
of 7-2 accomplished at summer camp sponsored by ex- Salukis great Cameron Wright.

MIKE BREYMAN  /  Baseball (2000-2002)
f he ere to be defined by nothing more than the prodigious home runs he hit as a Warrior 
sophomore, consider:  the single-season record 18 dingers mashed by the left-handed OF/1B 
came in 50 spring games, half the number of combined fall/spring games for the previous 
standard-bearer 14 years before.  He hit a homer every .  official at-bats   more than a 
third of his hits during that team-high .390 season ere round-trippers, and half ere for 
extra-bases for a slugging percentage of .860 and .564 on-base rate.  N  But 6-2, 240-pound 
“Big Mike” was so much more.  The NJCAA Second-Team All-America pick and two-time 
All-GRAC honoree led both springs in runs scored (89 total), RBI (84), walks (80) and average 
.38  in ’01 .  Also led 34-  squad as freshman ith  hits and 1 doubles.  N  Described 

affectionately as “a big bull,” the Attica (OH) Seneca product made nine relief appearances 
as soph 1. 0 ERA  for 30- 0 team.  N  Last t o years at entucky produced .31  and .3  
averages, with 22 HR and 86 RBI, .412 OB%, .565 SLG%.  N  Called one of Frontier League’s 
greats  hen he retired at age  after five minor league seasons ith ate ay ri lies on 
Mike Breyman Day  in Sauget career  .3  BA   league marks ith 4 8 H, 31  RB  and 81  

total bases, second ith 8  HR   team marks in ’0  ith  RB , .3  BA, .43  B , . 18 SL .
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CAA D S   ME ’S CR SS-C TR  AT AL CHAM SH  TEAM  00 - 003
We repeat, “Twice is nice.”  Rend Lake College was the NJCAA Division II National Champion for the second straight fall season.  Ditto for individual winner Ian Hornabrook, the Warriors’ unassuming 
Australian import.  Same goes for NJCAA “National Coach of the Year” Brent McLain.  And the Warriors with Wings doubled their pleasure in a most convincing fashion, with the 90 points by runner-up 

ohnson County S  C.C. t ice as many as that for the defending champs 4 .  re-meet favorite aradise alley C.C. A  as third among 11 teams ith  9  points.  N  The same team that became 
the first Southern llinois uco team in any sport to in a national title in Fall 001 like ise became the first to repeat as ne comer Thomas Mc uade Barrie, ntario, Canada  oined Hornabrook 

ueensland  as First-Team All-America honorees by placing third overall, 14 off the inning time of 1 .  Three teammates ere bunched in 1 th, 18th and 3rd overall    gutty Sophomore Robert 
Duncan Seipio,  / ennings County  in 8 14, Freshman ustin Crain McLeansboro  in 8 1  and Freshman Chris Herren Harrisburg  in 8 .  Freshman Travis Redden Benton  did not figure in 
the scoring in 50th-place at 29:58.  Both Duncan, who had to shed crutches and a walking cast while overcoming a late-season stress fracture for the second year in a row, and Crain received Honor-
able Mention recognition by placing among the top 15 American runners in the race.  Crain was recognized as an Academic All-American in the spring.  N  “Last year was a great feeling, I can tell you 
that,  McLain said.  But this year provided even more of a sense of accomplishment.   really believe it as a lot more satisfying.   ur strategy as to run as a pack the first t o miles, so e could 
be stronger the last three miles, and that is exactly what they did.  We were getting beat pretty bad at that point (two-mile), but by the three-mile point I was starting to get excited the way they were 
making up ground.  By the fourth mile,  probably had a smile from ear to ear.  By the fifth mile  as getting pretty emotional.   N  The finals ere run in the dry, dusty air of Levelland, T , ith 40-mile-
per-hour inds testing the runners on ovember 9.  Hornabrook outkicked runner-up evin Billington hoeni , A  in the final 100 meters, then savored the moment by easing through the victory tape 
to win by a second.  N  CT RED L-R   Crain, Redden, yle ahns Arnold, M , Hornabrook, Duncan, Herren, Mc uade and Coach McLain.  ot sho n, olunteer Assistant Coach Roger Smith.
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MEREDITH RAMSEY  /  Softball (1999-2001)
f it is true a person is kno n by the company he or she keeps, the Lady Warrior first sacker 

deserves all of the accolades  –  NJCAA Third-Team All-American in 2001 after hitting over 
.400 for the second spring, repeat All- RAC and All-Region  honors and no  the fifth 
individual softball player to be inducted into the RLC Sports Hall.  N  She was a leader on 
talented teams that captured RLC’s second Great Rivers Athletic Conference title in a then-
record 34-13 Spring 000 season, advanced to Region Final Four and placed third both years 
and boasted four separate winning campaigns.  N  The company she kept in the record books 
immediately after her career concluded  –  Hits (166), second to Hall-of-Famer Jaymie Cowell;  
RB  13 , second, t o shy of H-of-F April Long   Doubles 33 , behind only Co ell and H-of-F 
Jennifer Calandrilla;  Home Runs (9), tied for third.  Ramsey also ranks high among season 
leaders, including the third- 1 as a soph  and fifth-best  RB  totals   tied for third ith 
9  H and fifth in B 0  in 000-01.  N  Career .383 average 1 -433     8 RS, si  3B and 
38 BB    built on .43  freshman spring 44-101  and .41  the ne t 9-1 , ith 40 runs, 4  
RB  and  e tra-base hits the first combined fall/spring seasons and  HR and 49 RB  in 
Year Two.  N  West Frankfort product outstanding defensively, later played for U.T.-Martin.

IAN HORNABROOK / Cross-Country • Track 001- 003
Call him ing an,  ith good reason.  Long before he officially earned the title as 003 RLC 
Homecoming ing    elected by his peers    the ama ing Aussie ueensland  had become 
the first Warrior to in an individual ational Championship Fall 001 CAA Division  
Cross-Country  and the first to in a second Fall 00  CAA D-  Cross-Country .  More 
importantly, he led his team to the college’s first t o CAA cro ns in any sport.  N  All 
told, Hornabrook was a six-time All-America honoree individually and twice as a member of 
relay teams, including the first-place 00  ndoor Track and Field DMR quartet.  Also becomes 
the first to enter the Hall of Fame as an individual and as a member of t o teams.  N  Other 
All-America credentials    Soph, second in ndoor 000-Meter 14 .4  and utdoor 3000M 
Steeplechase, third in Indoor Mile (4:14.04*), second with Outdoor 4x800M Relay;  Freshman, 
third in Indoor Mile.  N  Claimed first title by 0  in 09 at East Lansing, M   repeat came in 

1  in Levelland, T , to become eighth repeat inner in 43 years of D-  / D-  competition.  
N ther Rs  utdoor, 800M 1 3. 9 , 1 00M 3 49. , 000M 14 40. 3 , Steeple 9 1 .44 , 
DMR 10 0 .0   ndoor, 800M 00.0 , 1 00M 3 9.83 , 3000M 8 34. .  N  3rd in ’01 
World Jr. X-C Championships.  N  Competed last two years for Florida State U.    * RLC record.

CAA D S   ME ’S CR SS-C TR  AT AL CHAM SH  TEAM  003- 004
There ere tears of oy streaming from three-time ational Coach of the ear  Brent McLain both during and after the Fall 003 CAA Division  Men’s Cross-Country ational Championships 
at Rim Rock Farm near the Kansas University campus on November 8.  “It was great to see all seven Rend Lake College guys running together like they did.  The crowd was amazed.  It was just an 
unbelievable feeling,” McLain admitted after his team’s third consecutive NJCAA D-II title.  N  Unable to crack a South African-Kenyan monopoly at the forefront, the Winged Warriors bunched seven 
runners bet een si th-place overall finisher Rey Alvare  Danville , second as far as team standings ere concerned,  and the o.  RLC finisher, 1 th overall 1 th team- ise  to run a ay ith the 
championship.  The 003 ational Champs finished ith a team-best 3 points, thanks to Rey Alvare  in  minutes 0 seconds over the five-mile La rence, S, layout in chilly, less-than-ideal condi-
tions   seventh-place ustin un  Lebanon  in 1 third, team   ninth-place Tim Clark ndianapolis,  / Franklin Central H.S.  in 04 fifth, team   10th-place Ricardo Alvare  Danville  in 0  
si th, team , and 11th-place Thomas Mc uade Berrie, ntario, Canada  in 1  seventh, team .  Close behind, but not figuring in the team total, ere 1 th place ustin Crain McLeansboro  in 4 

(11th, team) and 16th-place Jeremy Kunz (Lebanon) in 26:28 (12th, team).  N   McLain called it “the best race we have run all year.  On a cold day  –  nasty, really  –  they just got themselves ready to 
run and went out and did it.  It was something to see.  We cried after we won.  It was a great feeling.”  N  aradise alley C.C. A  settled for second ith 0 points behind fourth-place enyan Dan 
Kanyaruhuru, fourth overall.  Lansing (MI) C.C. was third with 92.  The top three spots all went to foreign athletes representing Cloud County C.C. (KS), but the team’s other competitors were nonexistent 
at the finish line, not une pectedly.  South African Marc Rodrigues as first in 1 .  The o. 1 American-born runner as Thomas Ruddy of Mott C.C. M  in fifth.  N  RLC Freshman ason hillips 
Lafayette, , efferson  as third hen the Warriors s ept Region  laurels ith the top seven runners, minus Mc uade.  N  CT RED L-R   Front, ustin Crain, Rey Alvare , Ricardo Alvare , 

Thomas Mc uade and Coach Brent McLain   back, Tim Clark, eremy un , ustin un , Lucas Roethlisberger Scheller / ashville , ason hillips, Bryce Smith Bra il,   and Chris Herren Harrisburg .
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AMA DA ER E S   /  Softball 199 -199
Do not try to stop us even if you think you heard this before . . . The rationale herein for Hall of 
Fame membership is very similar to one from February 2009.  But what should you expect from 
the 1-  pitching punch from a team that advanced to the CAA Women’s ational Fast- itch 
Softball Tournament?  N  One-half of a terrible twosome (for opponents) along with Angela 
Robinson, this hard-tossing Mt. ernon product finished her Lady Warrior career ith a record 
285 strikeouts and No. 2 on the record charts to her teammate with 44 victories (44-25) in 75 
appearances covering 449 1/3 innings.  She also ranked second ith  complete games and 14 
shutouts and was third with a 1.48 ERA.  N  In single-season terms, she rated No. 1 in shutouts 

ith 10 in 199 -9   1-3 in s ith 1  freshman  and 1 9 sophomore   -3 in appearances 38 
as soph   -4 in C  3  as freshman  and  33 /3 as freshman   3-4 in ins 4-11 as soph / 
0-14 , and o. 4 in ERA 1.43 as soph .  N  All-GRAC, All-Region XXIV and All-Region Tourney 

first year, completing all 1 spring starts and going 4-0 in post-season until finals.  She as 
3-3 at bat ith five RB s in sectional opener and tossed 13 innings in t o Region Tourney ins 
over mighty Illinois Central before giving up earned run.  N  Fall ’96 record (12-4) based on six 
shutouts, including five of last seven starts, and losses only to four-year foes.  N  Union U. (TN) 
signee repeated as All- RAC for team that posted records of 9-  fall, 3 -1  spring, 1- 1 overall.
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CHAD STOMBAUGH  /  Baseball (1986-1988)
Nobody will question inclusion of this RBI Machine in the Hall of Fame.  The only question might 
be:  Why did it take so long?  N  Hard-hitting catcher produced game- inning RB s in first t o 
GRAC games and continued to impress throughout Warrior career, capped by NJCAA Second-
Team All-America honors.  The t o-time All- RAC pick as named M  as a sophomore after 
leading champions to 0-  league mark, 9-31 overall, second-most ins in team history.  A uincy 
product who wore No. 17, the 6-foot-2, 195-pounder departed with RLC records for home runs and 
runs batted in for a season    1  and 113, respectively, as a soph    and career     and 00 in 
18  games , as ell as ith .3  career batting average 1- 89 .  His single-season HR mark 
beat the previous best by four and lasted 14 seasons;  he shattered the old RBI standard by 17.  
The career average was topped two years later, but the other records still stand 22 years later.  
N  C. .  batted .344 9 - 8  as freshman for a 0-38 squad and league runner-up.  He follo ed 
that up ith a .4  fall BA, .394 in the spring, for a combined .404 1 4-30 .  Also thre  out 1  
of 1  basestealers first 1 1/  seasons.  N  ther career stats    0 RS, 39 B, 10 3B,  BB, 8 , 
9-9 SB, 14 SF.  N  A 26th-Round Draft pick by Kansas City, he was on Royals 40-man roster by 
Year Two at AA Memphis, but knee injury following spring ended his dreams of reaching “bigs.”  

LADY

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

ST    /  Cross-Country • Track and Field 003- 00
Meet a true All-American.  N  Academic All-America for 004-0 , ith 3.  A.  N  Second-Team 
All-America as freshman, when Warriors nabbed third straight NJCAA Division II Cross-Country 
National Championship.  Lebanon product seventh overall in 25:51  –  a second behind teammate 
Rey Alvarez  –  in Lawrence, KS, as the balanced champs placed 6-7-9-10-11-15-16;  teamwise 
discounting runners competing as individuals , those top five ere -3- - -  for total of 3, 

compared to 50 for runner-up and winning totals of 55 in ’01 and 45 in ’02.  N  Honorable Mention 
All-America follo ing Fall in El aso, T , hen he took 0 off his time but settled for 1 th as top 
runner for third-place RLC in first combined D-  field.  N  Four-time Outdoor Track All-America, 
when seventh in 10,000M Spring ’04 (and Coaches Assn. All-America as top eight American-born 
participant after 11th in 000M  as prelude to better results as soph    third in 10,000M 3 08. 9 , 
fifth in 000M 1 48.     for 10 of fifth-place team’s 0 total.  N Three-time All-America Indoors, 
improving from si th in 000M as freshman to third in 00 , plus eighth in 3000M.  N  Left with 

utdoor records in 3000M 8 44.  at . . in ’0 , 10,000M 31 .  at ’0  Region  and 4  1 00M 
Relay (16:46.84 at Alabama in ’04 with Ricardo and Rey Alvarez and Tim Clark).  N  Twin Jeremy, 

ho also oined him at ndiana State, as Academic, ndoor 000M and 3  Coaches All-America. 
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MEN’S INDOOR TRACK DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY TEAM (2001-02)
Credit for being the first ational Champion from RLC in Track and Field belongs to not ust one 
individual but four . . . Members of the Indoor 4000-Meter Distance Medley Relay Team who picked 
the perfect time for a 10 13.4  clocking, hich stood for si  years as a team record.  N  The winning 
all-freshman quartet at the March 2002 NJCAA Finals was comprised of 1200M Robert Duncan 
Seipio,  / ennings County H.S.   400M Santos on ale  ontiac   800M Rusty Millenbine 
McLeansboro / Hamilton County Sr. ,  and 1 00M anchor an Hornabrook ueensland, Australia 

/ Southport).  N  Hornabrook first entered the Hall in 008, along ith Duncan, as part of the 001 
NJCAA D-II Cross-Country Champions.  In February 2009, he was voted in as an individual  –  a 
t o-time Cross-Country ational Champ ho led RLC to team titles both years and boasts five 
other Track All-America honors, including three runner-up efforts and two thirds.  He  still holds 
si  RLC records and finished his career at Florida State.  N  Duncan was a nine-time All-American, 
with a second (1000M) and fourth (Mile) Indoors as a soph before running for SIUC.  The 1000M 
record-holder also earned Fame with two Cross-Country title teams.  N  Millenbine teamed with 
Duncan, Hornabrook and Darrell Fickas to finish second in the 4  800M Relay 003 utdoor 
Finals.  N  CT RED   Clock ise, upper left, Duncan, Hornabrook, Millenbine and on ale .
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RE   / REAT R ERS ATHLET C C FERE CE ME ’S BAS ETBALL CHAM SH  TEAM  1988-1989
The best team in Warrior hoops history?  o figure.  A best-ever 9-  record, fueled by first-ever Region  and reat Rivers Athletic Conference 13-3  championships . . .  o. 19 CAA preseason 
ranking    up to a high of o. 1     a record 1 -game inning streak late and perfect at home for first time 13-0  . . . A Third-Team All-America selection in -foot- , -pound sophomore center 
Ant an Stall orth, the league M  and leading vote-getter in region . . . All-Region  honors also for Chad Rushing g-f, - , the Region Tourney M , and Coach of ear  Mitch Haskins . . . 
All-GRAC acclaim for the aforementioned trio, along with “Freshman of Year” Abdul Muhammad (f, 6-6) and “Sportsmanship Award” recipient Tommy Hayes (g, 6-4) . . . A defense rated No. 4 in the 
country ith its 4.3-point yield . . . A -  mark vs. llinois rivals.  N  The first team in  years of Warrior basketball RLC, 4   Mt. ernon C.C., 10  to be inducted into the Hall of Fame.  reatest 
ever?  End of discussion.  N  nly a tip-in bucket ith 03 to play by Cleveland State T  that resulted in a - 1 nter-Region layoff loss in Chattanooga spoiled all the fun and denied Haskins 

 Co. a berth in the 1 -team CAA Division  Finals.  N  ther records   Most Team Rebounds - 1,31   Most 3- t. F  Career -  by Hayes   Most ames layed Career - 0  ins  by Hayes 
and Ernest Hickman g-f, -3 .  N  Stall orth 1 .1 ppg, 9.3 rpg, .1 apg  tied for seventh-best season point total ith 30   Rushing’s 4  career points in 8 games ranked 14th all-time.  N  Top 
scorers included Muhammad at 14. , Rushing at 11. , Hickman at 9. , Hayes at 8. , Rob addey f, -4  at . , evin Mitchell c, -4  at 4.4 and Damon Lee f, -3  at 3.3.  Rebounds    Muhammad, 
.9   Rushing, .8   Hickman, 3.8.  Assists    Hayes, .4   Hickman, .   Rushing, .4.  N  Mitchell earned Academic All-America distinction.  N  Team claimed regional title with resounding 104-70 

thumping of Wabash alley, its fifth 100-point effort, and ent 3-0 vs. W C, ohn A. Logan and lney Central.  N  Also won Lake Land Laker Classic and Danville Area Classic.  N  Haskins picked 
up 00th career in, finishing ith 08.  N  CT RED   Front, Matt Strain   first ro  L-R , Lance Fen rick, Steve erley r , Stacey Woolsey and erome Hill   second ro , Statistician Matt Hallam, 
Lamont Murray (r), Shay Hagel, Lee, Gaddey and Manager Charles Toler;  third row, Coach Rodney Rodgers, Hickman, Terry Dishong (r), Jason Hughes (r), Chris Allen, David White (r) and Coach 
Darin Lee;  fourth row, Rushing, Stallworth, Mike Humphrey, Muhammad, Hayes and Haskins.  Not shown:  Mitchell and Coach Tom Wheeler.  (r) - Redshirted, did not play.
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AS  CRA   /  Track and Field 003- 00
A two-time All-America performer Indoors as a freshman, the veteran from Huber Heights, OH, 
gave the Warriors their only Gold Medalist in the 2005 NJCAA Men’s Indoor Track and Field 
Championships at Eastern Illinois U.  N  He was declared winner of the 400-Meter Run in 47.90 
seconds, the same time as the runner-up.  He also placed eighth in the 200M Dash.  But Barton 
County C.C. (KS) overcame his title and four runner-up efforts by RLC reps to escape with its 
eighth straight NJCAA Indoor crown, 108.5-107.  N  Craig set the 400M school record a month 
earlier in Arkansas at :47.78.  His :21.48 in the 200M in the same event was another record.  N  
In May 2005, Craig ran the second leg for the NJCAA Championship Outdoor 4 x 800M Relay 
squad and as second in the 400M in a school-record 4 .33.  N  The six-time All-American was 
second in the 200M and sixth in the 400M Indoors in ’04 for the third-place team.  N  He departed 

ith RLC utdoor records in the 100M 10.4 , 00M 0.93  and 400M, as ell as the 4  100M, 
200M, 400M and 800M Relays.  N  Between seasons at RLC, he ran the third leg (:45.6) for the 

SA 4  400M Relay Team that set a r. World Record of 3 01.09 at the 10th nternational Assn. 
of Athletics Federation World Jr. Championships in Grosetto, Italy in July 2004.  N  “One of the 
nicest guys you could ever meet,” insists Coach Brent McLain.  Craig was a “stud” athletically, 
but not imposing physically . . . “until you saw him take off running, and then he was amazing.” 
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COREY DOWDEN  /  Track and Field (2002-2004)
Claimed Warriors’ first CAA utdoor Track and Field cro n in May 004 hen he ent 1 . 1 
meters (50 feet 10.75 inches) in the Triple Jump.  The winning effort capped a Juco career in 
which the nine-time All-America honoree improved from third in the Outdoor Nationals as a 
freshman and runner-up ndoors a couple of months earlier   he as si th ndoors in 003.  
N  At his induction, Dowden still held the school Outdoor record, by over a foot.  He rates 
second all-time ndoors ith his 49- .  sho ing at S C in December 003.  N  A product of 
the Chicago suburbs of Matteson (Rich South H.S.), Dowden truly was a triple jump threat.  He 
also competed at the highest level in the Long Jump and High Jump.  N  A ersonal Record 
in the Long ump of 3- .  ndoors came in the Region  Meet as a sophomore and rated 
No. 1 for two years.  His three All-America awards in the Long Jump were the result of a sixth 

utdoors in 003, eighth ndoors and fifth utdoors the follo ing seasons.  An utdoor best 
of .33M 4-0. , o.  all-time, came at SEM  in ’03.  N  In the High Jump, where he recorded 

Rs of - .  ndoors fourth  and -8.  utdoors third , he as fifth in the CAA ndoor Finals 
and seventh Outdoors.  N  Dowden was “very coachable” and a technical jumper . . . “The best 
jumper ever to come through RLC,” said Coach Brent McLain, “because he did what the system 
was designed to do;  he did everything the right way and graduated.”  Signed with Texas Tech U. 
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ERIC ALBERTER  /  Track and Field (2004-2006)
The four-time NJCAA National Champion and nine-time All-American had a knack for doing his 
best at the right time.  He on and finished second  both as an individual and as a relay team 
member, Indoors and Outdoors, as a Freshman and Sophomore, from ahead and behind.  N  
But it took a third-place showing in the 2005 Indoor Finals 800M Run to convince him he could 
do it.  (He also ran on runner-up 4 x 800M and Distance Medley Relay teams that weekend.)   N  
The Belleville (West H.S.) Freshman improved two months later by placing second in the Outdoor 
800M and anchoring the victorious 4  800M quartet in a school-record 3 . 4.  N  That was 
followed by a 2006 Indoor Finals to remember in Manhattan, KS . . . First while running the 800M 
third leg of the 4000M DMR (10:17.50) Friday . . . First Saturday as anchor on a winning 4 x 800M 
Relay squad RLC record . 4 .  First later that day as ational Champ in the 800M 1 3. .  
N  Capped his Juco career in the 2006 Outdoor 4 x 800M Relay with a fourth second.  N  “He 
had God-given talent, but he worked very hard and did everything 100%,” said Coach Brent 
McLain.  “We were a better team because of him;  he was our rock.”  N  RLC was runner-up 
Indoors both seasons.  N  Alberter’s 800M best of 1:49.66 Outdoors was topped by Olympian 
Boa  Lalang in 008.  He also rated o. 1 ndoors in the 00M 1 0. 9  and 800M 1 3.08 .  N  
Alberter was a 2x All-American at U. of Florida before returning as Warrior Head Coach in 2009.

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

TOMMY BRYAN III  /  Track and Field (2005-2007)
Timing is everything, and it was TB III Time at the 2006 NJCAA Men’s Indoor Track and Field 

ational Championships.  The Centralia Freshman made a shambles of the entathlon field  
  his five-event total of 3, 3 beat his nearest rivals by 0 points and ranked o.  all-time.  N  

Described by Coach Brent McLain as a “big kid, muscular, who worked super hard and was a 
tough competitor,  Bryan as the lone competitor of 1  to finish in the top five of each event.  
He on the entathlon High ump at .04 meters  feet 8.  inches , si  inches higher than 
second-best and orth 840 points.  He as third in the Shot ut 11.39M / 3 -4. , fourth in both 
the Long ump . 0M / 1-8  and 1000M Run 4 . 4  and fifth in the 0M Hurdles 08. 9 .  N  
Bryan’s sterling, opening day performance sparked RLC to a runner-up showing behind eight-
time defending champ Barton County C.C. (KS) on the Kansas State U. campus.  The Warriors 
boasted three other National Champs and two runners-up.   N  As a sophomore, Bryan placed 
fifth in the ndoor entathlon and seventh in the utdoor High ump.  N  Rs by the three-time 
All-America standout that still rank among RLC’s all-time finest    ndoor   High ump, -9.  

o. 3   M Hurdles, 08.01 th   0M Hurdles, 08.8  8th   Long ump, - .  8th   Triple 
ump, 4 - .  10th   Shot ut, 3 -4.  10th .  utdoor   High ump, .0 M, -8.  3rd   400M 

Hurdles, .8  th   Triple ump, 13. 8M, 44-10.  8th   110M High Hurdles, 1 .0 10th .
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MEN’S INDOOR TRACK DISTANCE MEDLEY RELAY TEAM (2005-06)
CHRIS RENGIFO, ANTHONY FLOURNOY, ERIC ALBERTER and BRAD MIDDLETON
Runner-up the year before in the 4000M Distance Medley Relay, RLC returned in 2006 to capture 
its second CAA ndoor DMR ational Championship in five seasons by relying on the cerebral 
as much as its physical prowess.  N  Canadian Fr. Rengifo (Woodbridge, Ontario) was battling 
for second hen he finished the 1 00M first leg.  So. Flournoy ary,  closed the gap in the 
next 400M, and the Warriors were in the lead after So. Alberter (Belleville / West H.S.) made up a 
0-meter deficit in the 800M third leg.  N  That left the final 1 00M to So. Middleton Ed ardsville , 

a cross-country/steeplechase specialist, who ran a strategic mile to bring home the victory.  
Middleton slowed the pace early and then outlasted the opposition.  N  Their 10:17.50 ranked 
behind the 00  Hall of Fame quartet in 10 13.4  and the runner-up sho ing of 10 1 .4  in 00 , 
when 9x All-America Alberter was a freshman member.  This relay title was unexpected by Coach 
Brent McLain, who credits members for stepping up when needed most.  N  RLC was second 
Indoors as a team for the third time in four years.  N  Middleton was a 4x All-America, including 
a second on the Outdoor 4 x 800M Relay, plus Coaches Assn. All-America twice.  N  Rengifo 
was a 5x All-America (third, Indoor 1000M).  He signed with Eastern Kentucky U., Flournoy with 
Indianapolis.  N  CT RED   Clock ise, upper left, Rengifo, Flournoy, Middleton and Alberter.

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

MEN’S INDOOR TRACK 4 x 800M RELAY TEAM (2005-06)
SHA  SHERRER, RT HE MA , AT CLAR  and ER C ALBERTER
Season-long competition among teammates had the Warrior 4 x 800M Relay Team well prepared 
for the 2006 NJCAA Indoor Nationals.  N  Each was trained to run the 800M  –  Alberter (Belleville 
/ West H.S.  o ned RLC’s best-ever time ndoors in the 800M at 1 3.08   lead-off Fr. Sherrer 

ineland,  as o. 4 at 1 4.3 , So. Heimann ermanto n / Breese Central H.S.  as o.  at 
1:56.17 and Fr. Clark (Virginia Beach, VA) was No. 9  at 1:58.75.  So. Alberter, Sherrer and Heimann 
ranked 1-2-6 in the Indoor 600M, and Clark was fourth in the 1000M.  N  In the Manhattan, KS, 
Finals, the top t o teams kept trading leads, ith Alberter taking the final baton e change a stride 
or t o behind the pacesetter, here he as satisfied to remain through 00M.  When Alberter 
made his move ith about 00M to go, video clips sho  Sherrer raising his fingers in the air as 
if victory were assured.  N  “That team was special,” noted Coach Brent McLain.  “Everyone 

as solid.  We e pected great things and they delivered.   Their . 4 record time as 03.  
ahead of the runner-up.  N  Heimann 4  All-America , Clark 3  All-America  and Alberter also 
were second in the Outdoor 4 x 800M.  N  Indiana State signee Heimann and Alberter were part 
of a 3.3  runner-up effort in ’0 .  N  Sherrer (2x All-America) later competed at Augustana.  
N  CT RED   Clock ise, upper left, Sherrer, Heimann, Alberter and Clark. 
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B B ELLE   /  Sports rofessional 19 9- resent
The RLC Director of Marketing and ublic nformation for  years, from 19 9- 00 , served as 
Sports nformation Director the first 4 years.  N  He was an Assistant Basketball Coach dur-
ing Mitch Haskins’ first five seasons 1981-8  and assisted late-arriving Baseball Coach irk 
Champion in Fall 1981.  N  He volunteered as fficial Scorer for Men’s Basketball the last nine 
seasons and for the Lady Warriors for seven before retirement.  N  The former Sports Writer 
/ Editor produced media guides for Men and Women’s Basketball (21 / 18 seasons), Baseball 
(21), Softball (11), Men and Women’s Golf and Cross-Country / Track and Field.  N  Kelley was 
Treasurer of the Great Rivers Athletic Conference from its inception, 1984-85, until 2006, save 
for one year   he doubled as Secretary the first seven years and as ublicist three years.  N  
A Steering Committee member, he has been responsible for RLC Sports Hall of Fame plaques, 
programs and publicity for all 13 nductions to date and as M.C. through 00 . N  He also emceed 
11 All-Sports Banquets.  N  For 25 years, he provided publicity for S.I. Lions Club All-Star Games 
and programs for Jr. High State Tournaments.  N  The Mt. Vernon native and RLC grad (’69) 
received the 2005 “Outstanding Staff” Award.  A history of the college he is compiling includes 
an in-depth look at RLC Athletics.  N  Bob and Kendi Kelley now live in the Lexington, KY area, 
near son Damon, a high school basketball coach, daughter-in-law Genia and grandson Chris. 

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

MEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK 4 x 800M RELAY TEAM (2004-05)
MARCUS WALTON, JASON CRAIG, TIM CLARK and ERIC ALBERTER

Running together for the first time in the CAA Finals, this Warrior quartet packed plenty of star 
power.  And it showed.  N  Indoor 400M National Champ and USA World Jr. Relay record-holder 
Craig So. / Huber Heights, H  as added to a mi  hich already included So. Walton otosi, 
M , ho ould become a  All-American   So. Clark ndianapolis, , 13  All-America, and Fr. 
Alberter (Belleville / West H.S.), 4x NJCAA champ, 4x runner-up and 9x All-America overall.  N  
Coach Brent McLain told Craig, “We need you in the 800,” and he said, “Yeah, I’ll do it.”  “If not 
for him stepping up, we would not be talking National Championship.”  N  Walton put the team 
out front in the Finals-only event with a 1:51+ leg, followed by Craig, who nearly matched his 
only previous 800M run of 1 4. .  By the time Clark finished off a 1  leg ith a final handoff, 
Alberter took over with a comfortable lead.  “All I had to do was maintain the lead,” Alberter 
recalled his uneventful 1:54 two laps.  “I didn’t see anybody my entire leg.”  N  Their 3 . 4 as 
a school record   it as third all-time at the time of induction.  South lains T  as second in 
7:42.72.  N  Hall of Famers Craig (400M) and Alberter (800M) were runners-up in their specialties 
as RLC placed fifth in Levelland, T .  N  Clark signed with Tennessee-Chattanooga, Walton with 
Missouri Southern.  N  CT RED   Clock ise, upper left, Walton, Craig, Alberter and Clark.
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BRAD WEATHERS  /  Alumni Coach 1981- resent
Former Benton Ranger and RLC Warrior coached 3 -3 Carlyle ndians to HSA Class A Basketball 
State Championship in 1988-89.  Also guided teams to five other 0- in seasons, school’s first 
Regional title in 198 -8  and t o others 198 -88 and 1999- 000  during 3-year career hich 
produced 391- 88 .  record.  Led by Fighting llini signees hil un  and Tom Michael, ndians 

ere 13 - 3 during five seasons capped by championship run.  N  Left coaching after 003-04 
to become ashville Community H.S. rincipal. Returned to bench in 009 as successor to RLC 
product Darin Lee, leading Hornets to 8 -3  . 0  mark and 013 Regional title.  N  Overall  –  477-
3 4 . 9  and 10 league cro ns.  N  Inducted into McKendree Sports Hall of Fame in 1999 and 
Illinois Basketball Coaches Assn. Hall of Fame in 2005.  N  District 19 Class A “Coach of Year” in 
1988, IBCA and SICA Class A “Coach of Year” in 1989.  N  A ast- resident of S CA, he serves on 
IBCA Board of Directors and IHSA Basketball Advisory Committee.  N  Carlyle’s -  ason eters 
came to RLC after earning All-State Tournament during championship season.  N  Weathers played 
for Coach im Waugh in 19 1-  18-11  and 19 - 3 0-   -1 S CC champs .  Averaged 4.  ppg 
and 4.8 rpg as freshman, 6.4 and 5.5, respectively, as soph, before playing for Bearcats.  N  Eight 
Warrior mates went into coaching, including 2011 RLCF “Alumnus of Year” Ron Smith and GRAC 

fficial Steve Morris.  N  Brad and ife Cindi have three children    Lindsay, atrick and Holly.
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REBECCA HARRIS / Women’s Basketball (2004-2006)
Ranks No. 1 or 2 on Lady Warrior Scoring Charts after scoring 707 points as sophomore.  Total 
and 3.  ppg average both rated third-best in CAA D-  and earned her All-America Honorable 
Mention status for 19-12 team under Glenn Box in 2005-06.  Also averaged 5.8 rebounds, 5.8 
assists and 2.0 steals.  N  Statistics for seven games freshman season not available, but she 
tallied 498 points in 22 documented outings.  Even without those seven games, her 1,205 points 
trail only the 1,3 8 of Charter Hall-of-Famer Susie Wood ard, and her .  ppg freshman aver-
age projected over seven more games would put her very close to the best.  N  Well-traveled 
daughter of military family (Mascoutah H.S.) was go-to player in clutch with outside shooting 
touch and ability to drive.  N  otent 1-  punch ith 3-point specialist Courtney Magness, Har-
ris scored 30 or more at least 10 times.  ncluded   33, 33 and 30 in four-game span early and 
back-to-back-to-back outbursts of 3  3- 4 FT , 3  and 30 late in 004-0   3 , 33 four treys  
and 30 13-1  FT in s an song  do n the stretch as soph.  N  First U. of Illinois Juco recruit 
in si  years played in 30 games as unior, started  of 3  games at point as senior.  Averaged 
10.1 ppg final season en route to Academic All-Big Ten and All-Big Ten Tournament berth ith 
double-double and 1 .3 ppg as team reached finals.  Career   8.3 ppg, .8 rpg, .0 apg, 3 .9  
3F  third all-time  and 9.3  FT si th-best .  N  Assistant Coach at Chipola College (FL).

REND LAKE COLLEGE
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CRAIG SANDS  /  Baseball (1987-1989)
Completed all seven starts as freshman Fall 1987 with 6-1 record and never let up during sterling 
career which brought All-GRAC and All-Region XXIV recognition.  N  Set combined Fall-Spring 
season records as ne comer ith 1  ins 1 - , thanks to 10-3 Spring  and 1  complete games 
19 starts  in 144 innings pitched.  Left ith career marks in the same categories    31 ins 11 

losses , 8 C  3  starts  and 8 .  N  Coach aul Evans  Co. claimed league title    3-8 
overall    thanks to .83 ERA by -foot- , 0-pound righthander hose decisions included 10-0 
win vs. Kaskaskia, a pair of 4-1 verdicts over J.A. Logan and two setbacks in relief.  N  Evans 
called his four-hit, 3-1 10-inning in over Lincoln Land that Spring unearned run  probably the 
best pitched game I’ve seen here.”  Effective breaking pitch and ability to throw strikes led to 
3.13 ERA for 9-31-1 squad.  N  As soph went 9-2 in Fall for 24-8 team, 15-5 overall (62-29) for 
Coach Jim McGuire.  N  Career stats include 4  appearances, 3.  ERA, a 00 1  strikeout-to-
walk ratio and seven shutouts. N  Batterymate first season as Hall-of-Famer Chad Stombaugh 
(2010).  N  Highland product played last t o seasons for e -Warriors eith uttin and itching 
Coach Evans at Southwest Missouri State U.  His three shutouts in Spring 1990 a record he still 
shares;  1.60 ERA as junior ranks third-best all-time.  N  Returned to RLC as Assistant under 
Mc uire ’91-9  and Rich Campbell ’9 -94  for t o RAC runners-up and 1993 Sectional champs.
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BOBBIE JO BIVENS  /  Women’s Golf (1999-2001)
Coach Cindy Corn remembers one of program’s first-year recruits as fiery,  someone ho 
al ays had a look of determination,  definitely a competitor.   N  The record book defines this 
Hall-of-Famer as a “winner.”  “She wanted to win,” agreed Corn, and she did. N  The etersburg 

orta H.S. product is the only t o-time Region  Medalist in the first 1  years RLC competed.  
Bivens as team’s o. 1 player in four of five events leading up to Region cro n as a freshman.  
That included the individual title in the four-team RLC Mary M. O’Neal Classic;  her 81-77–158 
was 15 strokes better than runner-up and enabled Lady Warriors to eke out a one-shot victory.  
N  Spearheaded RLC charge in three of five events in spring, ith 8 -8 1 4 second-place effort 
leading team to five-team Mc endree nvite cro n.  N  vercame poor start en route to first 
Region title  –  winning by two with 91-79–170  –  then returned as soph to repeat with 80-84–164 
and Lady Warriors prevailed by one stroke in a contentious championship rerun over Logan.  N  
Earlier in Fall 2000, she carded 76-72–148 to win 21-team Illinois Wesleyan Classic and squad 
claimed second.  RLC first in S. ndiana nvite, tied for first at Brescia nvite second on scorecard 
playoff).  N  Helped team to sixth- and seventh-place in NJCAA Finals, but windy Oklahoma 
course not ell-suited to her high-off-the-tee game    30th overall tied for second on team  

ith -hole 3  first try, 3 th in ear T o at 3 1.  N  layed last t o years for Arkansas Tech. 

LADY

SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 26, 2014



CLASS OF 2013  /  CLASS OF 2014
REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS
SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 27, 2013

EXCELLENCE IN ATHLETICS AT REND LAKE COLLEGE. /  163

CAA D S   ME ’S CR SS-C TR  AT AL CHAM SH  TEAM  00 - 00
Who could have kno n the 00  Cross-Country ational Championship may have been even more charming than the first three?  That is because Title o. 4 came in CAA Division  
competition . . . the top t o divisions melded into one follo ing RLC’s third straight D-  cro n in 003.  Against upgraded rivals, Coach Brent McLain’s Warriors had settled for third t ice 
previously.  N  A tactical error may have cost frontrunner Elkanah ibet Eldoret, enya  an individual triumph, but the freshman finished third in 44 over the flat, 8  El aso, T , course 
. . . good enough for First-Team All-America honors behind inner and fello  enyan Tyson David of Central Ari ona 3  and Daniel Maina of Co ley County S  41 .  N  Steeve 
Gabart (Miami Shores, FL) was Second-Team All-America in ninth at 24:07, Cory Currie (Ontario, Canada) was Honorable Mention All-America in 11th at 24:24 and the next two were Coaches 
Association All-Americans  –  Kyle Cash (Greenup), 19th in 24:55, and Ahmed Mohamed (Carol Stream), 26th in 25:16.  Warrior depth led to 64 points, ahead of Central Arizona at 74 (despite 
1- -  from top three .  eremy Whitaker ranite City  and Trevor opravak Ft. Myers, FL  did not figure in scoring in th and th.  N  McLain called it the “sweetest” triumph to date.  N  
Warriors claimed Region  against three llinois foes, placing 1- -3-4 ibet- abart-Currie-Cash  and -  Mohamed-Whitaker .  N  Earlier, ibet on Border War Championship over 31  
competitors and team was runner-up to Missouri Southern State.  N  ibet returned to finish fifth in the 00  Cross-Country ationals   captured CAA Championships ndoors 000M  and 

utdoors 10,000M  and as runner-up ndoors t ice Mile and 3000M  as sophomore    All-America in si  other career events, and Distinguished Academic All-America 3.9  A .  Currie 
(fourth) and Cash (eighth) were Indoor All-America in the 5000M, and Whitaker was two-time All-America as soph (Indoor 4x800M Relay, second, and Outdoor Steeplechase, sixth).  N  CT RED 
L-R   McLain, Currie, Assistant Coach Mark McCall, Cash, Andre  Acuna ndianapolis, , hil Mevert Steeleville , opravak, Mohamed, Robert apsoiyo Eldoret, enya , Chris Rengifo 

ntario, Canada , abart, ibet, ohn ennedy ittsboro,  and Whitaker.  ot sho n, Alphonso Shepherd Dayton, H , Stephen Williams Marion  and Ty Williams anama City, FL . 

RE   W ME ’S LF CHAM SH  TEAM • CAA F ALS F RTH  004- 00
Lady Warrior golfers dreamed big in 004-0  after RLC captured a third Region  title and finished a best-ever fifth-in-the-nation the previous year.  Four returning players hoped to improve on 
their freshman achievements.  N  A tall order?  Apparently not too tall for -foot-3 Third-Team All-American Danielle aufman, -3 Casey Biddinger, -4 icole Adams, -4 ne comer Surita Risseeu  
and, certainly not, for -9 Ashley Hemann and -  Meredith Mosel.  Coach Cindy Corn  Family took care of business in the fall by setting a Region record by 1  strokes and routing Logan by 4  

ith 3 4-3 1 4  credentials.  South African Risseeu  retoria  and aufman ashville  ere 1-  at -80 1  and 80- 9 1 9, respectively, follo ed by All-Region honorees Biddinger Lafayette, 
 / McCutcheon H.S.  in fourth at 8 -84 1  and Mosel DeSoto / Carbondale H.S.  in fifth at 8 -8 1  and Hemann Highland , si th, at 88-80 1 8.  N  That spring, the determined Midwesterners 

moved up a notch to o. 4 in the nation thanks to a 31 -stroke second round hich matched the day’s best by host and eventual CAA champion Daytona Beach FL .  Risseeu  tied for fifth but 
as relegated to Second-Team All-America status due to a scorecard playoff ith her - 4-80-81 31 .  Hemann improved one spot in a year’s time, from 19th to 18th, and as All-Tournament ith 

a 91-81-81-80 333.  aufman, 1 th overall as a freshman at 3 8 but undermined by a leg in ury, and Adams, ho earned a top-five position during spring, tied for 0th ith rounds of 81-84-8 -83 33  
and 8 - -8 -8 33 .  Biddinger’s 9 -8 -8 -8 349 put her 30th and counted to ard the team total t o days.  T o-time defending champ Daytona Beach on ith its 1, 49, ahead of traditional po ers 
McLennan T  at 1, 8 , Redlands  at 1, 89 and the Rend Lakers at 33 -31 -333-3 1,310.  N  RLC defended its championship in the seven-team Mc endree nvite, setting 18- and 3 -hole team 
records at 319-313 3 , and on the S E nvite ith 34 -340 8 , headed by playoff- inning medalists Hemann 1  and Risseeu  1 , respectively.  N  Risseeuw won the 14-team S. Indiana 
Classic ith a team record 4- 1 14  and as third in a 0-team field at llinois Wesleyan.  N  Kaufman and Biddinger both carded holes-in-one as freshmen.  N  CT RED L-R   Assistant Coach 
Elizabeth Kasey, Hemann, Adams, Biddinger, Mosel, Kaufman, Risseeuw and Corn.  Not shown:  Courtney Doughty. 
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MICHAEL AYERS  /  Men’s Basketball (1984-1986)
Described by his coach as a “natural leader,” the versatile 6-foot-4, 190-pound swingman realized 
the importance of making a good first impression.  N  A mid-season addition after transferring 
from Alabama-Huntsville, he debuted with 19 and 21 points (10 rebounds) as RLC won twice and 

as runner-up in Land of Lincoln Holiday Classic and he as named Most aluable Big layer.   
Warriors 5-7 without him, 11-7 with the teammate voted “Rookie of Year” at season’s end.  N  Year 
Two began with 42-point bang (17-28 FG, 8-9 FT, 7 reb) vs. Dyersburg (TN) State in opener . . . 
highest total in 17 years, second-most points ever by a player representing the RLC Warriors 
and still fifth-best to date among all Warriors.  N  Later signed with NCAA D-I Western Illinois 

. and Mike  became first Leatherneck voted Summit League e comer of ear.   N  RLC 
sophomore total of 09 points 1.4 ppg / . 08 F , .  FT  ranks o. 3 all-time and rated All- RAC 
and All-Region  First Team.  Double-figures in all 33 games, 0 or more in 19.  o. 4 tallied 
3  in post-season upset of top-seeded foe, including all nine of team’s points in .T.  Led team 
with 7.4 rpg and tied for GRAC lead with 645 points.  N  Fifth, behind four other Hall-of-Famers, 
on Career Scoring list ith 99  points in ust 1 games.  ther totals   19.  ppg 40 - 84 F , . 13 
/ 19 -  FT, .   3 1 rebounds, 1 1 assists.  N  “The example Michael has set as a person is 
unparalleled,” said Coach Mitch Haskins.  “. . . He has worked hard to epitomize the student-athlete.” 
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DEAN JACKSON  /  Men’s Basketball (1965-1967)
During an era when hometown products dominated athletic rosters, this 5-foot-8 sharpshooter 
from Wayne City was Big Man on Campus for the Mt. Vernon Community College Warriors in both 
Basketball and Baseball.  N  A difficult-to-guard uard, o. 4 penetrated opposing defenses 
frequently enough to set career records hich stood for several years    8 free thro s in 31  
attempts (.715)  –  thanks in large part to 78.2% accuracy as a sophomore (122-156).  N  When the 
’65-66 quintet lost three starters at mid-season, he was forced into a role which required him to 
produce .  of team’s scoring.  Finished ith 3  points and 18.3 ppg, reaching double-figures 
in all but three of 20 games, six with 20 or more.  Crescendo came in post-season, a 40-point 
explosion vs. Olney Knights in a 57-48 loss.  There were four other games between 26-29 points.  
N  Sharing the backcourt as a sophomore ith another prolific scorer, Bill irk, he still managed 
to record 26 points in season-opener, reach double-digits in 18 of 21 outings and notch 20 or 
more a total of seven times.  ncluded ere three consecutive 3-point efforts and later a 33-point 
gem vs. Belleville.  Averaged 1 .3 ppg 3 4 points, 3.  of total  and Coach im Waugh’s first 
Warrior team finished 8-1 .  N  Hard ood career   30 points, behind only Lee ear ood and 
Larry Burkett;  17.9 ppg.  N  Ace of Warrior pitching staff.  As freshman, 3-4 on hill and played 
shortstop for best-ever 7-9 team.  N  Continued careers in both sports at McKendree College. 

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

JERRY WILSON  /  Men’s Basketball (1977-1979)
Today he is kno n by his Fouts Christian Church congregation as astor.   For many years, 
he was widely recognized in prep basketball circles as “Coach” for successful boys teams in 
Wayne City and Woodlawn, as well as Lady Cardinals.  And before that, as an All-Conference 
standout (and NAIA Academic All-America) for Missouri Southern State U. in Joplin, then as one 
of premier independent league players in Midwest for many years.  N  But in just one full season  
–  his freshman year cut short by an injury after eight games  –  the 6-foot-5, 200-pound center 
established himself as one of best big men ever to play for Warriors.  Saluted as M  for a 
’78-79 squad that started 12-2, with a championship at the eight-team Land of Lincoln Holiday 
Classic, and averaged 80.4 ppg ith five players scoring in double-figures, including Freshman 
Doug Creel, eventual Hall of Fame charter member.  N  Coach im Waugh  Co. counted on the 
Mt. ernon veteran for team-leading highs of 11 points fourth-highest at time / 3-380 F , 
. 8 , 1 .  ppg, and 343 rebounds 4 shy of team record , 11.8 rpg.  The All-S CC / All-Region  
selection netted 9  FT -94  and added 1 assists .4 , 3  recoveries.  arkland ill remember 
him for a 39-point outburst, in Top 10 all-time.  RLC finished 18-11, tied for second in S CC at -3.  
N  Modest freshman stats     pts, .9 ppg, .  rpg, .1 apg    but team that began -3 ith him 
finished 1 -14.  N  As MSS  senior, helped Lions to 3-10 record, league cro n and A A Finals. 

SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 18, 2015

SPORTS HALL OF FAME
INDUCTION CEREMONY

April 18, 2015

164 /  GOOD. BETTER. BEST.  A HISTORY OF REND LAKE COLLEGE.

REND LAKE COLLEGE

WARRIORS

JENNIFER WREN  /  Softball (1997-1999)
itching prevails, and enWren  certainly did that as a Freshman coming in ith rep All-

America and All-State credentials.  N  After her first Fall / Spring composite, the aducah,  
(Reidland H.S.) product owned Lady Warrior Season records in six of seven categories  –  Wins, 
3  including a 14-  Fall   ames itched,   Complete ames, 4  all but one start   nnings 

itched, 3 1 1/3   Shutouts, 13, and Strikeouts, 1 .  N  A .13 ERA helped o. 1 on scorecard 
to RAC Freshman of ear,  All-Region , Region All-Tourney and team M  honors.  
N  An 18-14 Spring mark is deceptive.  In last nine outings  –  seven in post-season  –  she was 
unscored-upon in all but four innings;  RLC was held to one or no runs in nine of her losses;  
Illinois Central needed nine innings to push across a run and eke out advancement in Region 
Semis en route to 1998 CAA ational Fast- itch Championship.  N  Did we mention she also 
hit .3 0 that Spring?  N  Tough-luck and even tougher assignments following year resulted in 
drop-off in stats  –  4-5 Fall mark despite 1.80 ERA  –  yet she still departed with Career standards 
for  8 , C  ,  4  1/3 , second in Shutouts 1  and third all-time in ’s  and Wins 
41-34 , thanks to a .  ERA.  Batted .300 - 3 .  N  Joins classmate Jennifer Calandrilla and 

two mound predecessors in RLC Sports Hall.  N  Teams third in league 10-4  both seasons, 43-31 
and 3 - 9 overall.  N  NJCAA Academic All-America, too.  N  Mid-Continent University (KY) signee. 
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LEROY DAVID GRIFFIN  /  Men’s Golf (2007-09)
It is true: You can have it all.  N  NJCAA Division II Men’s Golf 2009 Individual Medalist;  NJCAA 
Distinguished Academic All-America 3.9  A .  ing All-American   RLC 008-09 Male Scholar-
Athlete of ear.  Recipient of Calla ay Arnold almer A ard   Honorable Mention for AT CAA 
National Scholar-Athlete Award.  Golf Coaches Association of America Second-Team All-American.  
N  All-Region  3rd  performer returned to CAA Finals as sophomore in grand style, carding 
si -under     his best round ever    at oose ond Colony .C. in Scottsboro, AL, to become 
second Warrior to lead a championship round.  Then capped uco career ith - 0- - 1 83 
for three- ay deadlock at top of 1 -player field before claiming title ith pars on first t o playoff 
holes.  N  “It’s an amazing feeling to be able to spit again,” he joked afterward.  “An incredible 
feeling,” added Father Lee.  “It was a nerve-racking week but it has been worth it.  He made it 
exciting.”  N  “It was fun to watch,” beamed Coach Dave Smith.  “He played well all spring and 
I thought there was a good chance he would be an All-American here.  But to come out and win 
the whole thing . . . incredible.”  N  revie  of finals came in 19th Annual RLC nvitational, hen 
he on rain-shortened event  holes  ith 3 - 9 10 .  N  Effingham St. Anthony H.S. product 
played for U. of South Florida as junior, SIU-Carbondale as senior.  N  Assistant Golf Coach for 
Loyola niversity e  rleans since ovember 014.  Also plays on Adams ro Tour.
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LARRY TUT T  /  Men’s Basketball (1968-1969)
Summer visitor on campus showed up unannounced, liked what he saw and stayed long enough 
to set standards that have survived the test of time.  Nearly a half-century later, he is remembered 
fondly, his accomplishments now etched in stone.  N  Deemed “too good for us, too good for 
Juco,” according to reluctant recruiter-turned-coach, Jim Waugh, the Johnston City product 
was a one-season gift nevertheless. N  A 6-4, 185-pound forward, he scored all-time best of 54 
points in 107-91 loss to Danville, including 18 consecutive free throws and 20-21 overall.  Earlier, 
Tutt  Co. made 38-  charities in a 9 - 3 in vs. reenville r. arsity.  Records years later.  N  

ne of the smoothest players e ever had   everything he did as fluid   outstanding foot ork   
great body control,” Waugh said of First-Team All-Southern Illinois College Conference honoree.  
N  Scored 4  points in 1 games 1.  ppg , ith games of 3  vs. S C, 31 vs. Belleville and 
si  of 3 or more.  Average as double that of any teammate in an other ise balanced offense 
with six players between 8.0-10.8 ppg.  No. 44 (and 45) contributed 12.0 rebounds per outing 
ne t-best, 4.  and 1.  assists.  Hit .491 from field 1 -318 , .  FT 140- 13 .  N  Three other 

Warriors have recorded 43-point games, none more.  N  Unable to return following season for 
financial reasons.  N  Henderson Community College Associate rofessor named to entucky 
Super Sunday Hall of Fame in 013 for outstanding contributions 4 years  as educator/mentor.
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AMANDA WILLOUGHBY / Women’s Basketball 1993-199
Hall of Fame?  Better believe it!  N  “To be honest, I did not know how good she was when we 
recruited her,” admits Coach Jim Waugh.  “I knew she was good, but I did not know how good 
she really was . . . how much she wanted to win.”  “One of the things I always liked about her 
as a player and she still has it . . . she never realized back then how good she was and she still 
doesn’t.  She did not believe me when I told her she had been elected.”  N  The humble, 5-10 

/F doubled her pleasure     All- RAC,  All-Region  and  Team M .  N  Only four 
Lady Warriors are in the 1,000- oint Club   no  all are in the Hall of Fame.  She ranks o. 4 ith 
1,100.  N  Averaged 1.3 ppg as soph 1 points for 19-1  quintet , scored in double-figures 
in all but three games and led team in .  etted 0 or more 1 times, ith 3  at LTC, 30 at 
BAC and - 9 in five outings.  Averaged 4.4 boards high, 8 t ice , 1.9 assists high, . N  
Nailed amazing 44.9% of treys (57-127).  N  Similar freshman stats    1 .1 ppg, 4.1 reb, .3 asst.  
Double-digit points in  of 9 , team highs in 13, 0 or more in five high,  at W C .  N  
Career   18.3 ppg 43  F , 0  FT , 4.3 reb, .1 asst, record 180 FT.  N  layed prep basketball 
for Woodlawn(-Waltonville) under Coach Roger Yates, RLC Assistant.  Father-in-law of Amanda 

uinn  McClure is H F Charter Member Mike McClure.  N  o. 30 helped Waugh nab his 00th 
coaching in   ennifer Simpson Assists , essica ayne Rebounds  and team set 19 records.
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STE HE  SAMB  / Cross-Country • Track and Field 008-10
A proud enyan by birth.  All-America by distinction . . . a ational Champion tenfold   13 times 
overall;  the most “decorated” student-athlete in Warrior annals.  N  The 5-foot-6 standout 
from Kaptagat, a small village near the Running Capital of Eldoret, was undefeated in NJCAA 
Finals, winning and repeating, in Cross-Country, 5000-Meter Runs both Indoors and Outdoors 
and 10,000M Runs (Outdoors only). N  In an individual sport, the defending medalist led the 
way for a Cross-Country D-I Team title as a sophomore;  spearheaded a best-ever third-place 

utdoor Track and Field sho ing in Spring ’09 as Co-Track Athlete of the Meet  firsts in his 
two specialties and anchor for the winning 4x800M Relay Team);  played leading roles for three 
teams that helped RLC rise to the o. 3 spot in 008-09 AT CAA Cup standings for all-around 
athletic program supremacy.  N  In addition to his domination both Falls, in 5000- and 10,000-Meter 
Runs, plus the relay, he also on the 3000M Run and as second in the Mile ndoors in 010 and 
third and fifth ndoors in the 3000M and Mile, respectively, in ’09.  N  Became the fastest Juco 

 runner all-time February 1 , 010, ith a national ndoor record 13 1. 9.  N  Seven more 
All-America titles at U. of Arizona, where he was NCAA Cross-Country runner-up months after 
RLC graduation.  N  Making a very good livelihood professionally with his legs and his heart, 
supported by Nike, with the fastest 10K time in the world (2014) and in 5Ks and Half-Marathons.
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BASEBALL C FERE CE CHAM S  •  .  STATE, . 0 AT AL RA S  19 3- 4
n late April 19 4, Baseball Warriors ere 1-4 and ascended to o.  state ranking Region  and o. 0 nationally.  Coach Mike McClure’s third team eventually improved on previous year’s first inning 
season of 1 -13 and repeated as Southern llinois College Conference champions at 3 -  .84  overall, ith 18 league ins.  N  “We’ve just got a bunch of good kids with good attitudes.  It is a good group to 
work with, and when you have that it can make up for a lot,” McClure said.  “I thought we would be pretty good, but I never dreamed we would have the type of record we do or be ranked where we are.  The 
ranking in the state is deserving.  There are some teams capable of beating us, but I feel we can compete with anybody in the state.”  N  The winning percentage and 2.91 Team ERA remain as RLC standards.  

ther records at the time included Wins, Winning Streak 13 , Batting Average . 94 , Doubles , Triples 1 , Home Runs 18 , RB s 188  and Shutouts 8 .  N  ndividual marks   itching Wins 9  and 
Strikeouts 8 , So. Randy Lemay Mt. ernon   ERA 1. 0 , Fr. -RF Allen alentine Tamaroa   Doubles 13  and Home Runs 4 , So. 1B Mike Matyi Christopher   Triples , So. 3B /Leadoff Man Mike uthrie 
(Sesser), and Stolen Bases (24), So. CF John Kretz (Christopher).  N  Elevation to o.   came at a time Ace Lemay Hall of Fame ’0  as -1 and fresh from a no-hitter vs. 11th-rated askaskia and five regulars 

ere hitting .333 or better    ret , .3 1   alentine, .3 8   So. SS Bruce Rheinecker inckneyville , .3 0   Cleanup Hitter Matyi, .338 ith  RB s, and Fr. B Butch Williams Woodla n , -year-old ietnam 
veteran, at .333.  Ma or contributions also could be counted on from uthrie, . 9 , 3 HR   o.  hitter, Fr. LF-  Tim orman Benton   Fr. C Ralph Tosi Collinsville   Fr.  Chuck Lo ier Collinsville , 3-0   So.  
Rod archer McLeansboro , 4-1, and alentine, 3-0.  N  Kretz was thrown out just three times en route to the SB record, but in late April, basestealer Guthrie was 12-12, Rheinecker 9-9 and Williams 8-8.  N  
Lemay was All-State, All-Great Lakes Region.  All-Conference  –  Lemay, Matyi, A. Valentine and Rheinecker.  N  Matyi was All-SICC the year before;  Norman was All-SICC as a sophomore with records for Hits 

1 , Doubles 13  and RB s 3 .  N  Team started -0, on 13 in a ro  mid-season   scored nine runs or more in 11 games   -  in games decided by one run.  N  CT RED    Standing (l-r), Manager Brian 
Ferguson, Williams, Don Hill Mt. ernon , reg Hale inckneyville , Lemay, reg Lipe Hillsboro , Tosi, archer, Matyi, an edalis Mt. ernon , Coach McClure   kneeling, orman, Don irten alier , Tom 
Trigg (Tamaroa), Richard Valentine (Tamaroa), A. Valentine, Steve Mentel (Valmeyer), Guthrie, Rheinecker, Bob Blackburn (Fillmore), Kretz, Lozier;  front, Batgirls Cheryl Eurgil and Diann Witges.
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2000

INDUCTION OF CHARTER MEMBERS /  APRIL 15
Doug Creel, Men’s Basketball  (1978-80)

Susie Woodward, Women’s B-ball (1981-83)
Lee Yearwood, Men’s Basketball  (1960-62)
Mike McClure, Baseball Coach  (1971-81)

2001
SECOND ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 14

April Long, Softball  (1993-95)
Jim Waugh, Basketball Coach  (1966-95)

2002
THIRD ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 6

Bryant Lowe, Men’s Basketball  (1994-96)
2003 /  SPRING • FALL

FOURTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 5
Matt Armstrong, Men’s Golf  (1994-95)

Jaymie Cowell, Softball  (1995-97)
Men’s Golf Team, NJCAA D-II Runner-Up (’94-95)

FIFTH INDUCTION /  OCTOBER 18
Jace Bugg, Men’s Golf  (1995-97)

Cheryl Weis, Women’s Basketball  (1987-89)
2004

SIXTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  OCTOBER 23
Curtis Smith, Men’s Basketball  (1980-82)

2006
SEVENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  FEBRUARY 18
Randy Lemay, Baseball • Basketball  (1972-74)

Rick Gaebe, Baseball  (1984-86)
Baseball Team, Region XXIV Champ (’85-86)

2007
EIGHTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  JUNE 16
Jennifer Calandrilla, Softball  (1997-99)

Cliff McIntosh, Baseball  (1984-86)
2008

NINTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  FEBRUARY 23
Wayne Arnold, Coach / Sports Prof.  (1963- )
Elizabeth Kasey, Women’s Golf  (1999-2001)

Mark S. Kern, RLC President  (1991- )
Cross-Country Team, NJCAA D-II Champion (2001)

2009 / SPRING • FALL
TENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  FEBRUARY 28

Angela Robinson, Softball  (1995-97)
Dan DeMent, Baseball  (1996-98)

ELEVENTH INDUCTION /  NOVEMBER 7
Mike Breyman, Baseball  (2000-02)

Todd Green, Track and Field  (2001-03)
Ian Hornabrook, Cross-Country / Track (2001-03)

Meredith Ramsey, Softball  (1999-2001) 
Softball Team, Region XXIV Champ  (1995-96)

Cross-Country Team, NJCAA D-II Champ (2002)
Cross-Country Team, NJCAA D-II Champ (2003)

2010
TWELFTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  NOVEMBER 7

Justin Kunz, Cross-Country / Track  (2003-05)
Amanda er enski, Softball  (1995-97)
Chad Stombaugh, Baseball  (1986-88)
D.M. Relay Team, Indoor Track  (2002)

Men’s Basketball Team, Region Champ (1988-89)
2012

THIRTEENTH INDUCTION /  MARCH 24

Eric Alberter, Track and Field  (2004-06) 
Tommy Bryan III, Track and Field  (2005-07) 

Jason Craig, Track and Field  (2003-05)
Corey Dowden, Track and Field  (2002-04)
Bob Kelley, Sports Professional  (1979- )

4 x 800 Relay Team, OutdoorTrack  (2005)
D.M. Relay Team, Indoor Track  (2006)

4 x 800 Relay Team, Indoor Track  (2006)
2013

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 27
Rebecca Harris, Women’s Basketball  (2004-06)

Craig Sands, Baseball  (1987-89)
Brad Weathers, Alumni Coach  (1981- )

Cross-Country Team, NJCAA D-I Champion (2006)
2014

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 26
Bobbie Jo Bivens, Women’s Golf  (1999-2001)
Women’s Golf Team, NJCAA Fourth (2004-05)

2015
SIXTEENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 18
Michael Ayers, Men’s Basketball  (1984-86)
Dean Jackson, Men’s Basketball  (1965-67)
Jerry Wilson, Men’s Basketball  (1977-79)

Jennifer Wren, Softball (1997-99)
2016

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL INDUCTION /  APRIL 23
Justin Kunz, Cross-Country / Track  (2003-05)

Amanda er enski, Softball  (1995-97)
Chad Stombaugh, Baseball  (1986-88)
D.M. Relay Team, Indoor Track  (2002)

Baseball Team, No. 2 State, No. 20 National (’73-74)




