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Campus flurries
The snow is back! Winter flurries are in the mix this week, but will they stay long? (Taylor Blankenship / Clocktower Chronicle Staff Photographer)

BY REANNE PALMER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

R
end Lake College is
pleased to announce 421
students have made the
President’s and Vice Pres-

idents’ lists of academic honors for
the Fall 2014 semester.

The lists include 168 individuals
named to the President’s List.
Those students earned a 4.0
grade point average (GPA) during
the semester. Another 253 stu-
dents were named to the Vice
Presidents’ List. Students on the
Vice Presidents’ List earned a 3.50
– 3.99 GPA during the semester.

“We’re excited to see that more
hardworking students have been
named to the President’s and Vice
Presidents’ lists last fall than in
recent semesters, and those stu-

dents should be proud of the work
they put in to reach this honor,”
said RLC President Terry Wilker-
son. “I speak for our faculty and
staff when I commend them for
their success and encourage them
to continue working hard to reach
their educational goals.”

RLC students receiving academ-
ic honors for Fall 2014, listed by
communities, are:

PRESIDENT’S LIST
ALTO PASS — Nathan William

Peebels
ASHLEY — Amber Kay Bennett,

Christina Lynn Conner, Patrick
David Suchomski

BELLE RIVE — Jarrett William
Jukes

BENTON — Megan Leigh
Buntin, Dionna G. Dillon, Sara

Rose Dixon, Megan Brittany
Emberton, Brittany Nichole Golds-
berry, Robert Edward Hagerman,
Sally V. Heathcoat, Jacklyn M.
Johnagin, Mathias S. L. Kinkelaar,
Lauren Mikala Leffler, William Allen
McPherson, Alex Jordan Melvin,
Evelyn L. Mendez, Marcela L.
Mendez, Makennah Mae Miller,
Tayloran Shea Miller, Jacob
Michael Norris, Kristin Nicole
Odom, Emily Ann Oxford, Luke
Robinson, Courtney Louise
Rudloff, Gina Lee Scott, Bruce
Alan Smith, Kerrie S. Smith,
Makaila Rai Todd, Dallas Jordan
Williams, Jordan Taylor Wills, Ash-
ley E. Zinzilieta

BLUFORD — Matthew Dwayne
Colvin, Courtney Lee Ann Girvan,
Jesse Dean Hinds, Kristen Bre-
anne Parks, Austin Wayne Pepple,

Hannah Lynn Schrum
BONNIE — Bria Nicole Allen,

Debra Kay Hrabusicky, Brandon J.
Page, Laci Nicole Pearce, Colter
Andrew Prince, Danielle Seidel

BROUGHTON — Shelby Ruth
Bayler, Samantha Jo Davis 

CARTERVILLE — Meagan
Elyse Moon

CENTRALIA — Alexis Marie
Keigley, Shelia M.White

CHRISTOPHER — Robin Bean,
Julian David Docherty, Zoie
Danielle Flatt, Brooke Nicole
Robertson

COULTERVILLE — Ariel F. Blair
DAHLGREN — Adam J. Cross,

Tyler Wayne Cross, Balee Gay
DIX — Krista Lynae Storment
DONGOLA — Clay Bryant Har-

ris
DU QUOIN — Alison A. Bulger,

Bradon Tanner Woodside
ENFIELD — Harley Ray Devoy
EWING — Kayla Marie Haney,

Ted Warren Heater, Jacque J.
Houseworth

GALATIA — Kenneth Ryan Pol-
ing

INA — Beth Lynn Velkovitz
IRVINGTON — Brian Lee Pend-

ley
JOHNSTON CITY — Lynda Lou

Fairleigh
KEENES — Brandon Lynn

Bullard, Bryan Edward Jones
KELL — Chelsea Danielle

Sprinkle
MACEDONIA — Daniel Logan

Jamerson, Nicole Russell
MARION — Ryan Hogan
MCLEANSBORO — Jolene M.

Congratulations Fall ’14 Honors students!

BY REANNE PALMER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

O
ne of the largest
Thespian
Troupes in Rend
Lake College his-

tory will take the stage
Thursday, January 29,
2015 to host their annual
Improv Comedy night,
scheduled for 7 p.m. in the
RLC Theatre.

All 31 club members will
take to the stage for an
hour and a half to enter-
tain community members
and attendees with an
interactive event similar to

the television show
“Whose Line Is It Any-
way?” including games
and questions for the audi-
ence. Not only does the
free event provide a night
of laughs, but it also
serves as a workshop for
RLC theatre students.

“We rehearse at least
one hour each week to
hone the comedic improvi-
sation skills required of
most stage actors,” said
Tracey Webb, RLC Thespi-

RLC Thespians
to host Improv
Comedy tonight

BY REANNE PALMER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

Students interested in
learning more about
traveling to Costa
Rica in 2016 with Col-

lette Vacations have the
chance to ask questions at an
informational meeting, set for
5:30 p.m.Tuesday, Feb. 3 in
the Historic Schoolhouse on
the Rend Lake College Ina
campus.

This meeting will discuss all
aspects of the Tropical Costa
Rica trip, as well as answer
questions and provide details
on an early booking discount.
The nine-day trip is scheduled

for Feb. 1-9, 2016 starting in
the capital city of San Jose.

This trip highlights San
Jose, a coffee plantation, the
northern city of Guanacaste,
the Monteverde Cloud Forest
Reserve in the Cordillera de
Tilarán mountain range, the
Arenal Hanging Bridges, the
Arenal Volcano, a cruise of
Lake Arenal, a local cooking
demonstration, the Cano
Negro Wildlife Refuge, the city
of Zarcero, and the National
Theatre in San Jose.The lush
forests, stunning waterfalls,

BY NATHAN WHEELER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

Rend Lake College
Instructor April
Tennyson will lead
a developmental

music series for parents
and children. Musikgarten
provides parents a weekly
session where they will
learn how to play musical-
ly with their little ones.

According to RLC’s Com-
munity and Corporate Edu-
cation Department, music’s
melodic, rhythmic patterns
awaken and stimulate neur-

al pathways in the brain that
help develop memory, math
skills, and powers of
abstract and creative think-
ing. Music touches all
spheres of development,
like language, self-esteem,
fine motor skills, voice
expression, and family inter-
action.

The series runs on Mon-
days from Feb. 2 to March
30 at the RLC MarketPlace
in Mount Vernon. It is bro-

Viaje a Costa Rica! Families find rhythm
with RLC’s Musikgarten

Play music
Capture music’s cognitive rewards while making
melodies with your child. RLC’s weekly Musik-
garten series starts February 2.

Photo paraiso
Attend the informational meeting at 5:30 p.m. Feb.
3 and discover how you can explore Costa Rica in
2016 or the Pacific Northwest this summer.

Costa Rica ...............
continues on page 2

Musikgarten ............
continues on page 4

RLC Thespians .......
continues on page 4

Honor Students .............
continues on page 3
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exotic wildlife, and endless
coastlines make Costa Rica a
slice of paradise.

The Tropical Costa Rica trip
costs $3,249 per person or
$2,699 per person for double
occupancy, which includes an
eight-night stay and 14 meals.

Attendees can also discuss
the Pacific Northwest and
California trip, scheduled for
Aug. 9-16, 2015. Featuring
three states — Washington,
Oregon, and California —
participants on this trip will

start their tour from Seattle,
travel through the Cascade
Mountains in Portland, and
into the Columbia River
Gorge and the Bonneville
Dam.The Pacific Northwest
and California trip costs
$3,399 per person or $2,749
for double occupancy, which
includes seven nights’ stay
and 10 meals.

To RSVP to the informa-
tional meeting, contact the
Community and Corporate
Education Department at
(618) 437-5321, Ext. 1714 or
smithst@rlc.edu.

Costa Rica .........
continued from page 1

BY SAMANTHA WEAVER
KING FEATURES

• It was German author
and statesman Johann Wolf-
gang von Goethe who made
the following sage observa-
tion: “When ideas fail, words
come in very handy.”

• Unless you’re a local,
you’ve probably never heard
of the town of Rugby, North
Dakota, but if you ever set
out to find the geographical
center of the continent of
North America, that’s where
you’ll end up.

• In 1936, in the final match
of the men’s table tennis
world championship, the two
competitors volleyed for two
hours and 12 minutes on the
opening serve alone.

• Before modern English
there was Middle English,
used during a time when
men of the church were sup-
posed to remain humble.This
is why these men were called
“ministers” — it means “lowly
person” in Middle English.

• Those who study such
things say that if you spend
an hour listening to the radio,
you’ll hear approximately

11,000 words.
• Dr. L. Forbes Winslow,

perhaps best known for his
relentless (and fruitless)
attempts to identify the per-
son behind London’s Jack
the Ripper murders, also
was a well-known psychia-
trist. Among his many notes
on his practice was the
report of a heartbroken man
who requested that, after
his death, his body should
be boiled down to extract
the fat. That fat would be
used to make a candle
which, along with a letter
from the deceased, would
be delivered to the woman
who jilted him. He even
specified that the items
should be delivered at night,
so the woman would read
the letter by the light of the
“corpse candle.”

• If you were living in the
newly christened United
States in 1776 and earned
$4,000 per year, you would
be considered wealthy.

Thought for the Day: “I
am not young enough to
know everything.” — Oscar
Wilde

BY REANNE PALMER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

T
he Mine Safety and
Health Administra-
tion (MSHA) and
Rend Lake College

are offering a chance for
miners to get above ground
and into a classroom with a
new Train the Trainer
course on Feb. 24 – 26.

For the Part 48 Instructor
Underground Qualification,

Train the Trainer course
attendees must have five
years underground experi-
ence. For the Instructor
Surface Qualification, par-
ticipants must have three
years surface experience.
To complete the three-day
training, attendees must
also give a 15-minute pre-
sentation on a subject
selected by the instructor.

The MSHA instructor

training is one aspect of
RLC’s Mine Emergency,
Prevention and Prepared-
ness Project and is funded
in part by a Brookwood-
Sago Mine Safety Grant of
$92,247 RLC received in
2014. The project is
designed to restructure
and expand on current
mine training curriculum
including lecture in a class-
room as well as realistic,

hands-on practice.
The class lasts from 8

a.m. – 4 p.m. each day in
the RLC Coal Mine Train-
ing Center and costs $200.
Those interested must
complete pre-screening
and an application before
registering. Applications
are available by contacting
Kacie Hunter at (618) 437-
5321, Ext. 2373, or
hunterk@rlc.edu.

MSHA instructor training coming to RLC

BY REANNE PALMER
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L
ess than a month
remains for prospec-
tive Rend Lake Col-
lege students to sub-

mit an application for
numerous RLC Foundation
scholarships. The applica-
tion is due by Friday, Febru-
ary 27 for the Fall 2015
semester.

Interested students can
find the application at
www.rlc.edu/rlcf. It takes

only minutes to complete
the form, and students
must submit their most
recent transcript and one
letter of recommendation to
complete the application
process. Students are also
required to complete the
Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). To
complete the FAFSA, visit
www.fafsa.ed.gov or con-
tact the RLC Financial Aid
Office at (618) 437-5321,
Ext. 1385.

Scholarship recipients
are selected based on the
criteria set forth by each
scholarship. High school
students will be informed of
their awards at their high
school honors nights, with
letters being sent out after
May 1, 2015. Applications
will be accepted after Feb.
27; however, preference will
be given to students who
meet the due date.

Last year, more than 500
scholarships and tuition

waivers worth approximate-
ly $350,000 were awarded
to RLC students through
the Foundation. More infor-
mation on how to apply can
be found at
www.rlc.edu/foundation or
by contacting the Founda-
tion at (618) 437-5321, Ext.
1214. For additional schol-
arship opportunitiesvisit the
Other Scholarship Opportu-
nities website at
www.rlc.edu/otherscholar-
ships.

RLC Foundation scholarship 
application deadline February 27

Students in the
Rend Lake Col-
lege Agriculture
Program will be

selling raffle tickets for two
gas cards. First prize is a
$100 gas card and the
second is a $50 gas card.
Tickets are $1 each or 6
for $5. Contact Kathy

Craig or a student in the
program for tickets. The
drawing will be held Feb.
26. Proceeds will go
toward field trips this year.
Don’t need gas? Buy a
tee or hooded sweatshirt
from the Ag department.
The tees are $12 and the
hoodies are $25.

Gas up with
Ag fundraiser

COUPON

1413 W. Main
Salem

548-5331

PIZZA MAN
Sub Sandwiches
50¢ OFF

Your Hometown Pizza Man
(A Salem Tradition)

Not valid with any other discount offer.
Expires 2/5/2015

Carry out offer good on Mon.-Thurs.!

—— WE USE ONLY FRESH INGREDIENTS ——
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Clark, Sue Ann Good, Tomi
C. Heil, Devin Todd Howton,
Maleah M. Lynch, Jacob
Andrew McCullough

MT.VERNON — Kathleen
Joy Ashcraft, Jacque Lynn
Barnett-Lash, Kaycee R.
Byrd, Rebecca Jean Clark,
Nuno R. Costa, Sydney Jane
Crews, Joseph Daniel Davis,
Jacob Dismang, Libbey Eliz-
abeth Harrah, Michael
Wayne Henk, Ronnie Dale
Hill, Isabella Kay Hoben,
Amanda Beth Hutchison, Jay
D. Johnson, Candace Grace
Johnson, Markarian Eliza-
beth Johnson, Morgan Tyler
Kane, Summer R. Karch,
Matthew A. Koesterer, Melina
Marie Launay, Luke D.
LeMay, Nathan Mathew
McCoy, Alexus Rose McKay,
Natalie D. Meador, Adam
Lester Ortgiesen, Devindra
M. Patel, Alexis Page Scott,
Ellie Grace Sigman, Angel
Jia Song, Gracie Nicole Tate,
Paige Renee Tufts, Hannah
Nicole Witter

MULKEYTOWN — Taylor
Elizabeth Blankenship,
Daniel Allen Hagerman,
Anthony Joseph Valette

OAKDALE — Jaqueline
Marie Kellerman

OPDYKE — Zachary
Charles Corbett

ORIENT — Scott D. Bur-
nett

PERCY — Ryan Dale
Stromeyer

PINCKNEYVILLE — Mary
Katelyn Brewer, Denise
Renee Bruns, Danielle Lynn
Bruns, James Edison David-
son, Dana Lynn Harris,
Patrick J. Kovic, Brooke Vic-
toria Mohr, Kaitlyn Louise
Ponicki, Callie Rose Priebe,
Logan Kay Queen, Michael
Robert Smith, William Vaino
Timpner

PITTSBURG — Jackie
Lee Vancil

ROYALTON — Alex Lucien
Henoux, Christopher Allen
Walter

SALEM — Sidney Eileen
Garden, Lauren Michelle
Schaubert

SCHELLER — Brooklin A.
Frisch, Jacob Michael Good-
win, Julia Louise Herzing

SESSER — Alan Dale
Fox, Kaitlyn M. Laskowski,
Ida Mae Murry

SPARTA — Seth Lee
Shevlin

TAMAROA — Jessica D.
Barnett, Tristan Michael Fish-
er, Ashley R. Przygoda,
Leigha Catherine Yeager

THOMPSONVILLE —
Kaitlyn Danielle Jones,
Kenise Rashelle Smith

WALNUT HILL — Zachary
R. Jones

WALTONVILLE — Tayler
Dylan Ellison, Morgan Eliza-
beth Massie, Claire Ellen
Pytlinski, Breanna Faye Whit-
ley

WATERLOO — George
Ryan Gregson, Vanessa
Elizabeth Stitzel, Whitney
Danielle Stitzel

WAYNE CITY — Kristin
Michelle Brentlinger, Emily
Ann Green

WEST FRANKFORT —
Maleeka Rachelle Jent,
Nicholas Adam Thompson

WHITTINGTON — Logan
Elysa Buckner, Chelsea Ann
Hayden, Hayley E. Rogers

WOODLAWN — Sarah
Jane Draege

XENIA — Morgan Nicole
Vanhyning

VICE PRESIDENTS’ LIST
ANNA — Larry C. Wake-

field
ASHLEY — Ashlee N.

Colgrave, Clinton Allen
Johannes

AVA — Clint Allen Reiman
BENTON — Nikki Lee

Benedict, Amanda B.
Bradley, Brett A. Butler,
Makala C. Carney, Michelle
Lynn Cook, Mariann Renee

Cook, Carla Ann Crites,
Emily Renee Culbreath,
Kevin Michael Dillon,
Michaela L. Dollins, Janet
Rae Gordon, Taylor A. Hath-
coat, Emmy-Leigh Nicole
Jay, Louis Scott Laird,
Andrew Roy Lampley,
Leanne Ledbetter, Jacob
Michael Ligon, Anthony
Joseph Lyerla, Sara Ann
McCarty, Samantha Dawn
Minor, Anthony Martin
Mitchell, Hannah R. Moore,
Cassidy R. Neal, Tyler
Patrick Neal, Micah Dione
Neal, Alexis Morgan New-
comb, Sidney Bennett Page,
Macey Dale Roach, Sara
Dawn Saliba, Katherine R.
Shew, Kleighton Todd Smith,
Jaima Christine Snyder, Jen-
nifer R. Sweet, Seth E.Trem-
blay, Kelcie Lyn Vaughn, Kat-
lyn Desiree Ward, Ashtyn L.
Ward, Timothy Evan Watkins

BLUFORD — Mallory
Bergbower, Kenneth Ryan
Buonaura, Michael Anthony
Gartin, Connor Drake Jack-
son, Emily Lynette Lusby,
Stephanie Renae May,
Miranda Lynn Shafer

BONNIE — Alec Joseph
Lamke, Benjamin Bruce
Payne, Colleena Rowark,
Taylor Jordan Snow

BUCKNER — Cheyanne
Marie Harmon

CAMPBELL HILL — Collin
Wayne Knop

CARMI — Jerrica Ann
Money, Brodie Keith Brown

CENTRALIA — Sylvia
Audrey Woods

CHRISTOPHER —
Michael Scott Reed, Jacque-
line Shepard, Mackenzie
Austin Teel

COELLO — Sarah Sue
Menckowski

COLUMBIA — Chase
Michael Menard, Brett
Anthony Morr

COULTERVILLE —
Katherine Ann Shubert

DAHLGREN — Olivia D.
Coy, Austin Andrew Jonas,

Kyle J. Wellen, Yuting Zhang,
Miriam J. Ziehm

DIX — Makenzie L.
Adams, Robert Treston Grid-
er

DU QUOIN — Hayden
Joseph Epplin, Jessica
Dawn Phillips, Lauren K.
Richardson

ELKVILLE — Ryan Ben-
jamin Christian

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — Jas-
mine Chante Washington

EWING — Kacee Leann
Roberts, Dakota Laine Webb

FULTS — William Corey
Wuertz

HERRIN — Temetra S.
Gibson, Heather Marie
Parish

INA — Danny Wayne
Adams, Nichole Leeann
Briscoe, Kathleen Elise
Dekriek, Jeffrey Ryan Nociar

JOHNSTON CITY —
Johanna Greiner, Tyler D.
Johnson, Nathanial Volarath,
Cody Alan Watkins

JOLIET — Jenae Rowe
KEENES — Noah Wilson

Ilbery, Andrea Nicole Mus-
grave

KEVIL, Ky. — Nathan Don-
ald Williams

LOGAN — William L.
Cardin

MACEDONIA — Aaron M.
Shofner, Shaquala Versteeg-
Knifechief

MARION — Kaylee Madi-
son Barnes, Adam Ryan
Carter, Sarah Nichole
Headd, Jamie Lea Horn,
Freida L. Kimes

MARISSA — Brent Klinge-
man, Ashley Elizabeth
Lehman

MCLEANSBORO — Mari-
ah Kay Barr, Breanne Nicole
Beard, Abbie M. Braden,
Kaleb Wilson Glenn,
Matthew Logan Knight, Pen-
ny S. Leister, Timothy M.
Naas, Christina A. Parr, Mary
Raschel Pryer, Tyler James
David Ragan, Travis Robert
Stevens, Octavia Uella
Swango, Alicia Jo York

MT.VERNON — Olivia
Jane Bailey, Darius Jamon
Box, Sara Ann Buffington,
Melinda Sue Burwell, John
Michael Davis, Lexi Renae
Donoho, Billy C. Fields, Kar-
son Wayne Hahn, Michael
Wayne Henk, Jacob Henry,
Jason T. Hirons, James Paul
Kallmbah, Kristina Lehman,
Presley J. Marlow, Garrik
McConnell, Joseph Michael
McDanel, Trevor Ross Mey-
ers, Jacqueline Mae Milt,
Mariah Michelle Morris,
Aaron Richard Ramsey, Erica
Cornelia Renich, Courtney
Scarbrough, James Keith
Scroggins, Kelsey Kay Shan-
non, Victoria Breann Skobel,
Colleen Reann Skobel, Crys-
tal Smith, Bethany Alice
Smith, Dennis Dale
Southerd, Mary Lee Stan-
field, Angel A.Thomas,
Jacob Wayne Trout, Marisa
Lea Uhls, Kelly Ann Williams,
Diana Katherine Williams,
Natalie R.Williamson

MULKEYTOWN — Flor
Dorcas Eldridge, Zachary
Austin Hiller, Laryssa Mcken-
zie Hiller, Cicely Dawn Lefler,
Frederick Earl Smith

MURPHYSBORO — Erica
Marie Hunter

NASHVILLE — Michael
David Jones, Nick Andrew
Malick

NEW ATHENS — Scott
Joseph Parker

NORRIS CITY — Bailey
Nichole Hosick, Daniel
Thomas Nelson, Mira Olivia
Marie Raney

OAKDALE — Clark R.
Wisely

OPDYKE — Kourtney
Cash, Shannon Docherty,
Jamie Nicole Poole

PINCKNEYVILLE —
Nicholas Bauersachs, Myra
Jean Bradac, Timothy
Brueggemann, Bruce Alan
Bruno, Rebeccah Burris,
Sarah Catherine Carlson,
Tori Alexandra Eickmann,
Patricia L. Feazel, Sierra
Lynn Fornear, Trenton Dale
Hicks, Addie Mae Medina,
Ashley Nicole Morgan, Tyler
Steven Reiman, Kaitlyn
Sweeney, Jordyn Dee
Wieland, Laci Carol Zeidler

PITTSBURG — Brockton
Paul Stewart

PRAIRE DU ROCHER —
Cassidy June Melliere

ROYALTON — Marrisa
Battaglia, Cassandra Haller-

an, Joshua Schiff, Chelsie
Nicole Smith

SESSER — John Robert
Barrett, Chrissy Lynn Confer,
John David Elison, Amanda
Michelle Lingle, Rachel D.
Marlo, Malory B. Paisley

SIMS — Jimmy Cordell
Mayberry, Hayley Marie
Spicer

SPARTA — Sandra Lea
Jackson

SPRINGERTON — Dusty
Ray Cushman, Jonathan
Steven Dauby

TAMAROA — Megan
Brooke Bagley, Sterling
Lucas Bejma, Shantal Sherie
Drysdale, Kendra B. George,
Jordan Koenegstein, Emily
Marie Kuberski, Kelsey Mae
Lamke, Alan Edward Mydler

TEXICO — Allyson Marie
Adcock, Bryan S. Delaney

THOMPSONVILLE —
Laura C. Alverth, Casey
Nicole Bowlin, Jaymi Jam
Galloway, Austin Staniel
Gourley, Kailyn Marie Ham-
mers, Allyson Leann Kerley,
Austin Tate Kerley, William
Ray Kimble, Christine Nic-
hole Kraft, Kelsey Elizabeth
Nolen, Melynda Ann
Prusaczyk, Whitney Nicole
Summers

TRENTON — Nikalus
Antonio Grogan

VALIER — Bailee Lynn
Jones

VERGENNES — Amanda
Dawn Ellet

WALTONVILLE — Autumn
L. Breeze, Caleb Ryan John-
son, Lance Michael Panzier,
Shelby Patterson

WAYNE CITY — Bjorn
Nilsen Fjermedal, Emily Ann
Green, Lacey Dawn John-
son, Kristen Danielle Keele,
Kacie Lynn Slater, Kenna
Leigh Zeigler

WEST FRANKFORT —
Colton James Allen, Nichole
Barton, Michael Wayne Brad-
ford, Kayla Nicole Burk, Cyn-
thia Kay Culpepper, Michael
Scot Dees, Tristan Jeffords,
Jennifer Alene Rich

WHITTINGTON — Katelyn
Donn Garver, Paige M.
Hutchcraft

WOODLAWN — Vincent
Ross Bailey, Ora Jane
Lawrence, Christine Marie
McPhail, Shelby Louise
Mitchell, Bryant Lee Ross,
Emily Sue Trout

ZEIGLER — Bobby L. Har-
ris

Honor Students ...
continued from page 1

Breese, IL 618-526-7612
Olney, IL 618-395-4670

BY BILLY MCPHERSON
RLC CLOCKTOWER CHRONICLE STAFFWRITER

SPOILER ALERT:This
review contains plot from
American Sniper. So, If you
are planning to see the
movie, go ahead.Then,
come back and read Billy’s
review!

“I
need you to be
human again…”
sobs the long-
suffering wife

(Sienna Miller) of Ameri-
ca’s deadliest sniper Chris
Kyle (Bradley Cooper) in
this gripping film directed
by Clint Eastwood. Howev-
er, after more than 160
confirmed kills (with over
250 probable kills) that
may be asking too much
for any man.

Chris Kyle experienced
something no other Ameri-
can and few other humans
have ever had to in the
course of his life and mili-
tary service. Over a com-
bat-filled period of about 10
years he went on four differ-
ent tours of duty, racked up
the aforementioned service
record, all the while trying
balance a family life as a
husband and a father. On
the battlefield his fellow sol-
diers simply referred to him
as “The Legend”. He was
perhaps our generation’s
answer to Audie Murphy.
Unlike Murphy though, he
does not get to play himself
in the movie for reasons
we’ll get to later.

Clint Eastwood is a very
astute director. He did not

set out to make an anti-war
film, although there is one
to be found for those who
are looking. He also did not
set out to make a promo-
tional video for the U.S.
Armed Forces, although
those looking for that will
find it as well. A veteran of
the long-forgotten Korean
War, Eastwood is especially
suited to the task of telling a
soldier’s story, which he
does in a straightforward
and earnest manner.

There are many powerful
scenes in “American
Sniper”. My pick for the best
one is the scene where Kyle
is talking to his then nine
months pregnant wife on a
cell phone when their call is
interrupted by an enemy
ambush. We see here 21st-
century warfare in both the
civilian and military side per-
fectly, and horrifically,
depicted. His wife screams
helplessly into the great
unknown, represented by
the shaking telephone in her
hands, hearing only the
scattered gunshots, explo-
sions, and occasional
screams of agony coming
back over the line. On the
other end her husband and
his team of Navy Seals and
Marines engage in an all-
out firefight with a team of
Iraqi insurgents lead by a
man known simply as “The
Butcher” and an Iraqi sniper
who is every bit the legend
to his side that Kyle is to his.

“American Sniper” is a
fine “war movie” for those
interested in such a thing,

but it is a character study
above all else, about how a
regular human being han-
dles the extraordinary
stress of so much combat
experience while still
attempting to keep his own
psyche intact. The sights
and sounds of everyday
civilian life provide the
soundtrack to Kyle’s tor-
tured hyper-awareness
brought on by so many
years of continuous com-
bat. In one scene, Kyle
finally acquiesces to visit a
psychiatrist, after a PTSD-

like incident ruins a family
barbeque. It is here that the
audience hopes that we will
perhaps get a glimpse
behind the curtain of the
real Chris Kyle, but he is as
evasive as ever to pin
down. “I’m willing to answer
to my creator for every shot
that I took” says Kyle, and
with that the subject is left
alone.

That’s the frustrating part
of this movie, but unless
Eastwood wanted to fiction-
alize this account, it was the
only approach to take.

Instead we get glimpses
into the tortured pysche of
Kyle in other ways, such as
during a car ride home from
the funeral of a fallen com-
rade.Two weeks before
being killed in action, said
friend had written a letter
questioning the merit and
purpose of the war he was
currently engaged in. It was
“that latter” that killed him,
says Kyle to his wife.

Bradley Cooper impress-
es me a little more in every
movie I see him in, and this
is beyond question his best
work. He gained nearly 50
pounds of muscle, and
resembles every part of the
rough and tumble Texan
that Kyle was in real life. His
performance carries this
movie to great heights, turn-
ing this into one of the best
of the post 9/11 generation
of war movies including
some very good recent films
such as “The Hurt Locker”,
“Zero Dark Thirty”, and
“Lone Survivor”. Sienna
Miller is also very good in
the often thankless role of
distanced, nagging wife,
who gets to weep and cry a
lot to move the plot forward.

On the other side of
things, Kyle, and other sol-
diers refer to Iraqis as “sav-
ages” and there is ominous
music that plays whenever
an Iraqi sniper is shown. I
found this to be the most
disappointing part of an oth-
erwise strong film, although
I understand to have done
this differently would be to
sacrifice reality. However,

with “Letters from Iwo Jima”
and “Flags of our Fathers”
Eastwood demonstrated an
ability to make a gripping
war drama that treated the
enemy with dignity and rev-
erence instead of turning
them into faceless targets
like the “Injuns” in the old
westerns that the grizzled
director cut his teeth on.

In this respect, there is a
sense where I felt while
watching this movie that I
was performing a similar rit-
ual to that of the Germans
trapped in that doomed the-
atre at the end of “Inglorious
Basterds” who were also
watching an acclaimed film
about one of their famed
snipers. Moments and feel-
ings like those are far out-
weighed by the overall qual-
ity of the storytelling here
though.

Chris Kyle saved many
lives as a result of the lives
he had to take.This was
what he latched onto, and
what many who revere him
as a hero will take away as
well, and there is definitely
legitimacy to that viewpoint.
When he finally returned
home for good, the only
thing that made him feel
human again was being able
to help his fellow soldiers by
counseling and mentoring
them, often times in the
same art of shooting that
brought him so much
acclaim.Tragically, this is
what he died doing. A sad
irony that closed the book on
America’s deadliest sniper.

4 OUT OF 5 STARS.

Eastwood on target with ‘American Sniper’

Solution to page 2 
Megamaze puzzle.

Solution to page 2 
Sudoku puzzle.
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WHO IS THE NEXT TO BE RECOGNIZED
FOR WHAT THEY HAVE DONE

FOR OUR COMMUNITY?
Humanitarian

Business Person

Lifetime Achievement

Public Servant

Teacher

Boss of the Year

Organization

Civic

Send Reply To: Greater Area Foundation
P.O. Box 1314
Salem, IL 62881

Nominee

Why

USE ADDITIONAL PAPER IF NEEDED.

___HUMANITARIAN

___BUSINESS PERSON

___LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

___TEACHER

___PUBLIC SERVANT

___BOSS OF THE YEAR

___CIVIC ACHIEVEMENT

___ORGANIZATION

Nominate as many asyou’d like orjust one!The winners will be
announced in the
Times-Commoner
and awarded at a

time to be
announced. 

Deadline:
Feb. 23rd

Take a moment and nomi-
nate who you believe has
made a difference in your life
or has contributed to the suc-
cess of a program. Tell us why
they are being nominated in
this sample coupon or on a
separate sheet of paper.

All Entries must be
filed by Feb. 23, 2015.

Sponsored by the Greater
Area Salem Foundation,

The Greater Salem
Chamber of Commerce

and the Salem 
Times-Commoner.

Entries may be dropped
off at the City Hall or the 
Salem Times-Commoner

or the Chamber of
Commerce.

an Troupe sponsor and the-
atre director. “These impro-
visational acting games
have been used for decades
to enhance actors’ skills. I
have noticed it really helps
with their comic timing, their
ability to listen to the other
actors, and basic technical
skills, such as vocal projec-
tion and remembering to
face the audience as much
as possible.”

The Thespians began in
2002 as a club for students
to practice their comedic
skills.They work on these
skills throughout the semes-
ter at meetings, as well as at
local events, schools, nurs-
ing homes, and hospitals.

“For actors who have only
worked with scripts, they
have to learn to trust their
instincts and to really play
off the other actors,” said
Webb. “It’s also important
not to overthink the situa-
tion, or given circum-
stances, but to just go with
the flow. This can be pretty
challenging.”

Webb said the improvisa-
tional skills will provide a
family-friendly atmosphere
where audience members
will be asked to join the
Thespians on stage, answer
questions, or give sugges-
tions.

“This form of theatre
broadens an actor’s range,”
said Webb. “It teaches
actors to learn to adopt any
role suggested to them by
the audience. That sort of
versatility will help just
about any performer’s
career. Many employers not
even involved in theatre
look for students who have
been trained in this type of
theatre because it teaches
a person a lot of mental
flexibility.”

For more information,
contact Tracey Webb at
(618) 437-5321, Ext. 1295
or webbt@rlc.edu.

RLC Thespians ....
continued from page 1

ken up into three age
groups.

Family Music for
Babies — 9 - 9:30 a.m.
— is for newborn to 18
months and features
bouncing and rocking
songs, wiggle and peek-
a-boo games, and other
fun activities for baby,
mom and dad.

Family Music for
Toddlers — 9:45 -
10:15 a.m. — is for 15
months to 3 years and
is tailored for the ener-
getic, exploring nature
of toddlers.

Cycle of Seasons for
Preschoolers — 10:30
- 11:15 a.m. — is for
ages 3-5. This class will
celebrate a preschool-
er’s growing indepen-
dence and love of the
outside with activities
involving the four sea-
sons. Continue the fun
at home with a CD of a
recorded children’s
choir.

Each class is $25
plus a $40 supply fee
— a little more than $8
per session! For more
information, or to regis-
ter for a class in the
Musikgarten series,
contact Community &
Corporate Education at
(618) 437-5321, ext.
1714 or 1380.

Musikgarten ...
continued from page 1

The RLC Thespians will hone their craft at the Comedy Improv at 7 p.m.Thursday, January 29 night in the RLC Theatre. Admission is
free. So are the laughs. Pictured are, FIRST ROW, FROM LEFT, John Hunsell (Woodlawn), Shelby Patterson (Waltonville), Krystal
Schuch (Mt. Vernon), Bethaney Brown (Mt. Vernon), Lauren Schaubert (Salem), Alison Blair (Benton), Yuting Zhang (Dahlgren), and
Andrew Lampley (Benton); SECOND ROW, Dalton Miller (Mt. Vernon), Molly Wilson (Mt. Vernon), Jaymi Galloway (Thompsonville),
James Wiegel (Mt. Vernon), Brooke Bell (Picnkneyville), Falyn VanDyke (Mt. Vernon), Barretta Chullen (Thompsonville), Matt Loucks
(Sesser), Cheyenne Needham (Benton), Shawna Cardwell (Benton), and Deborah Loucks (Sesser); BACK ROW, Brendan Clark
(Thompsonville), Jacob Ward (McLeansboro), Vincent Bailey (Woodlawn), Brady Suedmeyer (Nashville), Antwyon Moore (Mt. Vernon),
Jonathan Dauby (Springerton), Tyler Bourland (Ina), Chris Milburn (Mt. Vernon), Ashley Zinzilieta (Benton), Jackson Adams (Mt. Ver-
non), and Quentin Overturf (McLeansboro). Not pictured is Lauryn Strom (Sesser). (RLC Public Information) (Submitted photo)

BY REANNE PALMER
RLC PUBLIC INFORMATION

S
even weekends
have been set
aside this year to
train community

members interested in
obtaining their Illinois
Concealed Carry licens-
es through Rend Lake
College.

The two-day Con-
cealed Carry training

courses are set for 8
a.m. – 4:30 p.m. on the
following Saturdays and
Sundays this spring and
summer: Jan. 31-Feb. 1,
Feb. 28-March 1, March
28-29, April 25-26, May
23-24, June 20-21, and
July 18-19. All of the
classes will be held in
the Coal Mine Training
Center, Room 107A, on
the Ina campus and the

RLC Shooting Range.
On day one, attendees

will learn about topics in
firearm safety, principles
of marksmanship, load-
ing and unloading, and
safety and cleaning from
instructors Ron Meek,
RLC Criminal Justice
Associate Professor; and
Jeff Bullard, Detective
Captain of the Mt. Ver-
non Police Department.

Firearms are not allowed
during day one of the
training course.

The second day will
focus on weapon han-
dling and state and fed-
eral laws relating to
firearms. Participants
should bring their firearm
to Sunday’s class with
two boxes of unopened
factory ammunition to be
inspected by course

instructors.
To qualify for licensure,

attendees will participate
in a live fire qualification
of 30 rounds at five, sev-
en, and 10 yards and
must achieve 70 percent
accuracy. A qualifying
shot consists of a shot
placed inside the seven
ring of a B-27 target.
Attendees must be at
least 21 years old.

Also required for licen-
sure is a valid FOID card
and driver’s license. The
cost of the two-day
course is $150 for Illinois
residents and $250 for
out-of-state attendees.
For more information,
contact the RLC Commu-
nity and Corporate Edu-
cation Division at (618)
437-5321, Ext. 1714, or
smithst@rlc.edu.

Spring, Summer 2015 Concealed Carry dates set



BY REANNE PALMER
RLC SPORTS INFORMATION

I
NA, Ill. (Jan. 27, 2015) —
Three Rend Lake College
Warriors qualified this
week to compete in the

NJCAA Indoor Track and
Field National Champi-
onship during the John Craft
Invitational at Eastern Illinois
University in Charleston, Ill.
The invitational was the first
meet of the year for the
young team.

Leading the way for RLC
was freshman Alex King
(Metropolis) who placed first
in high jump at 2.13 meters
(6’ 11 3/4”), just over the
2.00m required to advance
to nationals. King competed
in the high jump during his
four years at Massac County
High School, reaching
2.01m in 2013 to become
the IHSA (Illinois High
School Association) Class
2A champion.

Also making the leap to
victory was freshman
Joseph McDaniel (Mt.Ver-
non) who pole vaulted
4.42m (14’ 6”) to beat the
4.35m qualification.
McDaniel also competed in
high school for Mt.Vernon
Township High School,
bringing home several
medals throughout his four-
year run.

Sophomore Karson Hahn
(Mt.Vernon) will be returning
to the NJCAA Nationals this

year for RLC after qualifying
in the 800m run. His time of
1:59.43 beat the qualifying
standard by .23. Last year at
Nationals, Hahn competed
in the distance medley relay
and the 1000m run.

Several other Warriors
competed at the John Craft
Invitational, including Robert
Grider (Dix) in the 200m
dash with a time of 23.3,
Prestunn Bolton (Flossmoor)
in the 200m dash with a time
of 23.4, Crayton Turner (Mt.
Vernon) in the 200m dash
with a time of 25.52, Steve
Boss (Mt.Vernon) in the
400m dash with a time of
55.59, Devonte Ware
(Charleston, MO) in the
400m dash with a time of
58.86, Tony Lyerla (Mur-
physboro) in the 800m run
with a time of 2:13.93, Jor-
dan Wilemon in the one mile
run with a time of 4:44,
Nicholas Ryker in the one
mile run with a time of
4:45.27, Jaden Stockdale
(Shelbyville) in the 3000m
run with a time of 10:25.33,
Jeremy Garrett (Dixon, KY)
in the 3000m run with a time
of 10:26.36, Austin Reed
(Murphysboro) in the 60m
hurdles with a time of 8.92,
and Nick Meyer (Mt.Vernon)
in the weight throw at 9.59m
and the shot put at 10.39m.
Reed, Turner, Ryker, and
Grider also competed in the
400m relay with a time of

3:44.68.
Two Lady Warriors also

competed in the John Craft
Invitational. Freshman Erina
Moore (Belle Rive) placed
22nd in the 200m dash with
a time of 29.43. Returning
runner Mallory Bergbower
(Bluford) competed in the
3000m run with a time of
12:19.78.

Athletes on the team will
have several more meets to
qualify for nationals, includ-
ing the upcoming Prin
Relays, set for Friday at
Principia College in Elsah,
Ill. The NJCAA National
Indoor Track and Field
Championship will be in
Albuquerque, NM on March
6 - 7. For all things athletic at
The Lake, visit
www.rlc.edu/warriors.
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Twin Willows
NURSING CENTER–––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Medicare approved rehabilitation services provided by “Rehab Care” a 
provider of physical, occupational and speech therapy in forty-three states.

• Locally owned and operated.
• Public Health annual inspection for 3-2007 

cites no deficiencies — public health’s
highest compliment.

• When you’ve been in the hospital and need 
therapy to get back home call 548-0542.

Come Live With Us,
Phone 548-0542

Route 37 North • Salem
Todd Woodruff
Administrator Since 1976

SHERRI LUTZ
THE INSURANCE SHOPPE
1141 S. BROADWAY
SALEM, IL 62881

618-548-1053

SHERRI LUTZ
THE INSURANCE SHOPPE

FREE CHILDREN’S ORTHOPAEDIC CLINIC

Does your child:
• Have feet turning in or out?
• Complain of leg, knee, hip, shoulder, elbow or 

wrist pain?
• Seem clumsy or fall?

Friday, February 6 from 3:00 pm-5:00 pm

To register for clinic, call 1-800-272-0074
Between 1 pm-4 pm Mon.-Fri.

NEUROMUSCULAR 
ORTHOPAEDIC INSTITUTE

302 Broadway • Mt. Vernon, IL
Sponsored by: Salem Lodge 1678 and Illinois Elks Children’s Care

NNeeww ggoollffeerr
Effingham High School senior Morgan Wilson signed a national letter of
intent to play for the 2015-16 Rend Lake College Women’s Golf team. She
is pictured with, FRONT, FROM LEFT, mother Ann Wilson, Morgan, father
Mike Wilson; BACK, RLC Women’s Golf Coach Cindy Corn, and Effing-
ham High School Head Coach Jerry Trigg. (Submitted photo)

KKiinngg lleeaaddss JJoohhnn CCrraafftt IInnvviittee
iinn hhiigghh jjuummpp,, tthhrreeee WWaarrrriioorrss
qquuaalliiffyy ffoorr NNJJCCAAAA NNaattiioonnaallss


